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CHAPTER  VI. 

FROM  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  IRISH  LEGIS- 
LATIVE INDEPENDENCE  IN  THE  YEAR  1782  TO 
THE  BREAKING  OUT  OF  THE  REBELLION  IN  THE 
YEAR  1793.  . . 

We  have  traced  Ireland  through  centuries  of  calamity  and  oppreffion  in 
all  the  variety  of  irritation,  defpondency,  moderation,  firmnefs,  rcfentment, 
and  fubmilfivenefs,  at  laft  fettled  in  the  enjoyment  of  a free  and  independent 
conftitution,  hy  the  liberal,  manly,  and  conftitutional  conducl:  of  an  admi- 
niftration,  which  though  fliort-lived  has  left  this  country  a pradlical  lelTon, 
that  the  principles,  w'hich  have  carried  a minority  into  power  are  not  ahvays 
abandoned  by  them,  when  they  have  acquired  it.  To  the  Rockingham  ad- 
miniftration  did  Ireland  ow'e  her  independence  in  1782.  It  remains  for  us  to 
confider  the  ufe  made  of  it  by  that  country.  The  appointment  to  the  vice- 
Vo  l.  II.  A regency 
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regency  of  Ireland  had  been  ever  confidercd  as  a principal  part  of  the  fupport 
and  ftrength  of  the  Britilli  adminiftration.  Upon  this  ground  was  the  Earl 
Temple  appointed  under  the  adminiftration  of  Earl  Shelburne.  He  had  in- 
termarried Avith  the  daughter  of  Earl  Nugent,  upon  whom  her  father  had  on 
the  marriage  fettled  the  bulk  of  his  large  domains  in  Ireland.  Lord  Nugent 
had  on  every  occafion,  both  in  public  and  private,  proved  himfelf  a fincere 
and  warm  lover  of  his  country  : the  relative  gratitude  of  the  Irilli  to  his 
fon-in-law,  the  character  and  accomplifliments  of  the  new  viceroy,  and  the 
virtues  of  his  amiable  confort,  had  enfured  him  a mofi:  cordial  welcome  and 
an  anticipated  earneft  of  his  zealous  efforts  for  the  happinefs  and  profperity 
of  tire  Irifli  people.  He  fucceeded  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  the  15th  of 
September,  17S2,  and  -was  received  with  public  expreffions  of  joy  and  fatis- 
faftion. 

During  the  fhort  period  of  Lord  Temple’s  continuance  in  the  government 
of  that  kingdom,  his  chief  attention  appears  to  have  been  directed  to  the 
eftablilliment  of  a fyflem  of  oeconomy  throughout  the  different  departments; 
a reformation  fupereminently  neeeffary.  The  fliort-lived  adminiftration  of 
Lord  Shelburne,  of  which  Lord  Temple  was  no  inconfiderable  fupport,  de- 
termined his  viceregency  on  the  3d  of  June,  1783.  He  was  in  power  long 
enough  to  have  brought  upon  himfelf  much  invidious  oppofition,  from  fe- 
veral  fecondary  dependants  upon  the  Caftle,  who  dreaded  nothing  fo  much 
as  a fcrutiny  into  the  fyftem  of  their  abufes ; and  not  long  enough  for  the 
nation  to  have  felt  the  happy  effefts  of  fo  laudable  an  inveftigation.  His 
lordfliip’s  indefatigable  affiduity  and  perfeverance  in  fcrutinizing  the  ac- 
counts, minutia3  and  details  of  office  were  wholly  unprecedented.  It  was 
during  the  Rockingham  adminiftration,  that  the  conclufion  was  properly  put 
to  the  conteft  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  colonies;  for  in 
February,  1782,  the  Britilli  Houfe  of  Commons  came  to  the  following  re- 
folution : 

“ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  moft  humbly  to  re- 
“ prefent  to  his  majefty,  that  the  further  profecution  of  offenfive  war  on  the 
“ continent  of  North  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  rewlted  co- 
“ lonies  to  obedience  by  force,  will  be  the  means  of  weakening  the  efforts 
“ of  this  country  againft  licr  European  enemies;  tends,  under  the  prefent 
“ circumftances,  dangeroufly  to  increafe  the  mutual  enmity  fo  fatal  to 
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the  interefts  both  of  Great  Britain  and  America,  and,  by  preventing  an 
“ happy  reconciliation  Avith  that  country,  to  fruftrate  the  earneft  defire  gra- 
“ cioLifly  expreffed  by  his  inajefty  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of  public  tran- 
“ quillity.”* 

Meafures  having  been  accordingly  adopted  for  terminating  the  unfortu- 
nate contell,  the  peace  Avas  concluded  by  Lord  Shelburne’s  adminiftration ; 
Avhich  could  not  fail  to  infufc  joy  into  the  Irifli  nation,  and  render  them  more 
reconciled  to  the  fudden  change  of  that  adminiftration,  through  Avhich  they 
had  obtained  their  independence,  in  Arhich  Lord  Shelburne  bore  a confider- 
able  part. 

The  parliament  of  Ireland  was  not  then  fitting  : but  it  has  been  obferved, 
that  the  queftions  of  fimple  repeal  and  pofitive  declaration  or  renunciation  of 
rights  Avas  kept  up  by  the  armed  bodies  of  the  volunteers  Avith  a Avarmerfpirit  of 
difference,  than  they  had  been  Avithin  the  Avails  of  parliament.  And  as  thefe 
differences  could  not  be  concealed  from  the  Britifli  parliament,  it  behoA'es  us 
to  confider,  how  they  Avere  induced  to  a6l  upon  them.  On  the  Iftth  of  De- 
cember, 1782,  in  the  Britifli  Iloufe  of  Commons,  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  begged 
to  call  the  attention  of  government  to  the  circumftance,  Avhich  had  given 
fome  alarm  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  decifion  of  an  Irifli  caufe  in  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench  in  England.  He  Aviflied  juft  to  beg  that  minifters  Avould, 
before  the  recefs,  giA^e  fome  intimation  of  Avhat  they  intended  to  do  in  that 
queftion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Townfliend  affured  the  honorable  gentleman,  that  govern- 
ment had  fpent  many  hours  in  the  bufinefs  of  Ireland,  and  they  had  the 
ftrongeft  difpofitions  to  do  every  thing  in  their  poAver  to  confirm  the  happy 
fettlement,  Avhich  had  taken  place  laft  feffion.  He  explained  the  late  deci- 
fion to  have  arifen  from  a circumftance,  Avhich  could  not  be  provided  againft, 

* To  which  addrefs  his  majefty  returned  this  anfwer  : 

" Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ There  are  no  objefts  nearer  to  my  heart  than  the  eafe,  happinefs,  and  profpe* 
" rity  of  my  people. 

" You  may  be  affured  that,  in  purfuance  to  your  advice,  I fliall  take  fuch  meafures  as  fliall  ap* 
" pear  to  me  to  be  moft  conducive  to  the  reftoration  of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  re- 
“ volted  colonies,  fo  effential  to  the  profperity  of  both ; and  that  my  efforts  lliall  be  directed  in 
" the  moft  effeftual  manner  againft  our  European  enemies,  till  fuch  peace  can  be  obtained,  as  ftial^ 
" be  confiftent  with  the  interefts  and  permanent  welfare  of  my  kingdoms,” 
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viz.  that  the  caufe  had  been  in  the  court  for  eighteen  months,  and  the 
judges  were  bound  to  decide  upon  it. 

Colonel  Fitzpatrick  faid,  that  he  ^vas  only  anxious,  that  fatisfaftion  diould 
be  given  to  the  Irifli  nation  on  this  ground,  and  that  they  flioulcl  learn,  be- 
fore the  recefs,  that  this  country  was  well  difpofed  to  give  every  neceffary 
fatisfaction.  1 his  was  particularly  to  be  wiflied,  becaufe  pains  had  been  taken 
to  fpread  ideas,  that  what  had  been  done  was  not  fufficient  for  the  fecurity 
of  Ireland  ; and  on  the  fcore  of  this  decifion  furmifes  had  been  throAvn  out 
againft  the  friends  of  order  and  reafon,  v/ho  were  convinced  of  the  re6litude 
ot  the  intentions  of  Britain.  He  underftood,  that  there  were  feveral  other 
caufes  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench. 

Mr.  Secretary  Townfhend  alfured  him  there  were  not.  Though  there  were 
two  appeals  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  had  alfo  been  there  before  the 
aft  of  laft  feffion  ; but  he  underflood,  that  they  Avould  be  removed,  and  pains 
had  been  taken  to  prevent  any  more  appeals  from  being  brought  to  England^ 

The  Attorney  General  explained  the  reafon  of  the  late  decifion  very  clearly, 
and  faid  it  was  impolfible  for  the  noble  lord  (Mansfield)  at  the  head  of  that 
court,  who  was  the  pride  and  ornament  of  human  nature,  to  prevent  the  de- 
cifion. He  faid  there  v’ere  no  more  Irifli  caufes,  and  it  was  now  impoffible, 
that  there  fhould  be  any  more. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  the  intentions  of  thofe  minifters,  who  had  fent  the 
repeal  of  the  declaratory  law,  were  thereby  to  make  a complete,  abfolute,  and 
perpetual  furrender  of  the  Britilh  legiflative  and  judicial  fupremacy  over  Ire- 
land. This  was  the  intention  of  government ; and  it  was  the  clear  convic- 
tion both  of  miniflers  and  of  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  who  interefted  them- 
felves  in  the  bufinefs,  that  the  manner  in  which  this  was  done  was  the  beft 
poffible  way,  and  the  leaft  liable  to  exception.  Since  that  had  been  done, 
opinions  had  been  propagated,  that  a renunciation  w^as  better  than  a repeal. 
A renunciation  was  then  thought  of ; but  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
men, that  if  Britain  did  it  by  a renunciation  of  the  right,  it  would  be  offen- 
five  to  Ireland,  becaufe  thereby  we  fiiould  have  declared,  that  we  pofielfed  the 
right.  Again,  a renunciation,  dating  it  to  be  a right,  which  we  never  legally 
polfelfed,  was  what  England  would  not  be  brought  to  agree  to,  and  therefore 
that  plan  purfued  was  preferred  to  every  other ; it  was  clearly  underftood  to  be 
a complete  furrender,  and  was  received  with  cordiality  by  thofe  gentlemen, 
•whom  he  would  pronounce  to  be  the  beft  and  trueft  Aiends  to  Ireland. 
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^On  the  next  day  IMr.  William  Grenville  (fecretary  to  his  brother,  the  lord 
iieftitenant  of  Ireland)  faid,  he  lamented,  that  he  had  not  been  prefent  at  a 
converfation,  which  he  uiideiftood  had  taken  place  the  preceding  night,  re- 
lative to  Ireland  ; if  he  had  been  prefent,  he  would  have  informed  the  houfe, 
that  the  late  decifion  in  the  King’s  Bench  in  England,  which  had  occafioned 
much  jealoufy  in  Ireland,  had  been  taken  notice  of  immediately  by  the  lord 
lieutenant,  who  had  not  loft  a moment  to  remonftrate  on  that  fubje6l  with 
his  majefty’s  minifters,  and  to  make  known  to  them  the  effect  it  had  produced 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ; and  he  muft  do  minifters  the  juftice 
to  fay,  he  had  found  them  very  well  difpofed  to  remove  the  ground  of  jea- 
loufy ; it  was  neceflary  alfo,  that  he  ftiould  do  juftice  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 
by  declaring,  that  there  was  not  a man  in  either  kingdom,  more  decidedly 
of  opinion  than  his  excellency  was,  that  the  faith  of  England  was  pledged 
to  Ireland  for  the  truth  of  this  propofttion,  that  England  had  full}^  and  com- 
pletely renounced  all  legiflative  and  judicial  jurifdi6tion ; and  that  nothing 
could  be  more  conducive  to  the  harmony  and  interefts  of  both  kingdoms, 
than  that  this  national  faith  ftiould  be  preferved  inviolate.  He  faid,  he  in- 
tended to  move  for  a call  of  the  houfe  at  an  earlier  day  than  the  22d  of 
next  month ; however,  lie  hoped,  that  gentlemen  would  be  in  towm  before 
that  day  ; in  that  hope  he  gave  notice,  that  a motion  would  be  made  in  the 
houfe  relative  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  Secretary  Towmftiend  complained,  that  what  he  had  faid  in  the  con- 
verfation laft  night  on  the  fubjecl  of  Ireland,  had  been  grofsly  mifreprefented 
ill  Ibnie  publications ; for  though  he  had  faid,  that  “ great  pains  had  been 
taken  to  prevent  any  more  appeals  being  brought  from  Ireland,”  yet  he  was 
reprefented  to  have  faid  juft  the  very  contrary  : it  was  not  of  much  impor- 
tance, he  obferved,  what  he,  as  an  individual  member  of  the  houfe,  might 
have  faid  ; but  when  it  might  be  fiippofed,  that  he  was  fpeaking  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  majefty’s  minifters,  it  was  of  great  confequence,  that  he  ftiould 
not  be  mifreprefented. 

Lord  Beauchamp  faid,  that  as  a friend  of  both  kingdoms,  his  only  object 
was  to  fecure  a lafting  harmony  between  them  ; if  he  ftiould  be  able  to  root 
out  every  remains  of  jealoufy,  his  great  obje6l  would  be  accoinpliftied,  and 
he  would  fit  down  the  happieft  of  men.  As  to  the  writs  of  error  to  England, 

* 9 Pari.  Debates,  p.  131. 
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he  knew  they  could  in  future  be  of  no  effe6i; ; for  as  a law  had  paffed  in  Ire- 
land to  prevent  the  judges  of  that  kingdom  to  certify  into  England  the  re- 
cord of  the  proceedings  in  any  caufe,  fo  of  courfe  there  was  an  end  of  ap- 
peals, as  far  as  Ireland  could  put  an  end  to  them;  but  as  an  a6l  of  parliarnent 
of  Ireland  could  not  tliut  up  a court  of  law  in  England,  it  was  neceffary  that 
ail  Englilh  a6l  lliould  be  paffed  for  that  purpofe ; for,  until  fuch  an  a6i  Ihould 
j)afs,  he  fliould  hold  it  to  be  found  law,  that  whatever  perfon  feels,  or  thinks 
himfelf  aggrieved  by  a decifion  of  a court  of  law  in  Ireland,  may  apply  to  the 
King’s  Bench  in  England,  which  court  is  bounden  to  entertain  his  caufe, 
though  it  be  at  prefent  impoffible  that  the  judges  of  that  court  could  give 
redrefs  in  fuch  a cafe,  as  every  decifion  in  England  afte6ting  a caufe,  that 
originated  in  and  belonged  to  Ireland,  made  fince  the  paffmg  of  the  Irifli  a6i 
alluded  to,  muff  of  courfe  be  null  and  void.  lie  appealed  then  to  the  houfe, 
if  it  woukl  not  be  proper  to  pafs  a law,  which  Ihould  direct  the  courts  not  to 
entertain  Irifli  caufes,  their  decifions  on  which  muff  neceffarily  be  ineffe6tual. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1783,*  Mr.  Secretary  Townfend  brought  forward  the 
bufmefs  of  Ireland  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  an  explicit  avowal, 
that  the  principle,  upon  which  the  parliament  had  afted  laft  feflion,  was.  to  give 
Ireland  every  fatisfadion,  that  juftice  demanded,  and  that  was  confiftent  with 
the  dignity  of  Great  Britain.  The  mode,  that  had  been  adopted  to  convey 
that  fatisfa6tion,  might  not  have  been  fuch  as  to  prevent  all  cavil,  and  to  take 
aAvay  every  pretext  from  thofe,  who  might  have  a greater  wiflr  for  embroiling, 
tlian  for  fettling  public  affairs.  Ireland  did  not  defire,  and  would  not  accept 
of  a grant  of  rights  from  Great  Britain  ; and  at  the  fame  time  her  good  fenfe^ 
and  her  regard  for  this  country,  would  not  fuffer  her  to  propofe  or  demand 
what  England  would  not  do,  what  flie  could  not  do,  without  recording  her 
own  fliame,  namely,  to  declare,  that  for  centuries  flie  had  ufurped  the  rights 
of  Ireland.  As  for  himfelf,  nothing  was  farther  from  his  intention,  than  to 
impeach  the  mode  of  proceeding  of  the  adminiftration,  under  whofe  direfti on 
the  Irifli  bufmefs  had  been  conduced  laft  year;  he  believed  that  fmcerity 
and  wifdom  had  guided  their  fteps  ; but  fome  untoward  circumftances  had  in- 
tervened, to  prevent  them  from  producing  all  the  good  effe6t,  that  might  have 
been  expeded  from  them,  particularly  a late  decifion  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench  here,  which  had  excited  jealoufies  in  the  breafts  even  of  the  beft  inten- 
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tioned  men  in  Ireland.  In  what  he  had  juft  faid,  Mr.  Secretary  declared, 
nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  meaning,  than  in  any,  the  moft  diftant 
manner,  even  to  refle6t  on  the  condu6t  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Rench,  with  regard  to  their  determination  on  the  writ  of  error.  He  was  per- 
fe6lly  confeious,  that  they  were  bounden  to  a6t  as  they  had  done  ; that  it  was 
not  in  their  own  power  legally  to  have  a6ted  otherwife;  and,  that  in  reality, 
what  they  had  done,  did  not  affeft  the  queftion  between  the  two' countries, 
Ireland  claimed  a foie  and  exclufive  exercife  of  judicature,  as  well  as  of  legrf- 
lation  ; baving  given  up  the  leghlation,  the  judicature  was  certainly  not  worth 
contending  for;  and  therefore,  were  there  not  other  great  and  weighty  rea- 
fons  of  policy  and  juftice  in  the  cafe,  he  lliould  think  England  ought,  know- 
ing what  the  wiih  of  Ireland  was,  to  meet  it  chearfully  and  readily.  He 
wilhed  that  his  motion  might  pafs  unanimoufly,  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
might  fee  that  England  nieant  fairly,  when  Ihe  let  out  to  remove  the  caufes  of 
their  jealoufies  and  difeontents.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill 
“ For  removing  and  preventing  all  doubts  zchich  have  arifen,  or  may  arife, 
“ concerning  the  exclufive  rights  of  the  parliament  and  courts  of  Ireland  in 
“ matters  of  legijlation  and judicature,  and for  prex'cnting  any  writ  of  error, 
“ or  appeal,  from  any  of  his  majefys  courts  in  that  kingdom,  from  being  re- 
“ ceived,  heard,  and  adjudged,  in  any  of  his  majefys  courts  in  the  kingdom  of 

Great  Britain^ 

IMr.  W.  Grenville  (Secretary  to  Lord  Temple)  feconded  the  motion;  he 
was  happy  to  find  that  government  had  fo  early,  and  of  their  own  accord, 
brought  forth  the  bufinefs ; for  though  he  would  not  fay  how  jealoufies  had 
been  excited  in  Ireland,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  jealoufies  did  exift  there; 
and  that  the  late  tranfadion  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  here,  had  in  no 
fmall  degree  contributed  to  fpread  them  wider.  The  necelTity  of  taking  fome 
heps  that  Ihould  amount  to  fuch  a prevention,  ftruck  him  fo  forcibly,  that  he 
could  not  but  rejoice  exceedingly  at  what  he  had  heard  that  day ; at  the 
fame  time  he  meant  not  to  fuggeft  the  fmalleft  impeachment  of  the  meafures 
of  government  laft  felfion,  or  of  the  intention  of  thofe  gentlemen,  Avho  had 
managed  the  bufinefs  on  the  part  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Eden  role  next.  He  faid,  that  when  ]\fr.  Fax’s  propofitlons  were  dlf- 
culfed  on  the  17  th  of  i\Iay  lah,  he  had  ventured  to  declare  his  belief,  that 
thofe  propolitions  would  be  fatisfa6tory  to  Ireland,  and  his  opinion,  that 
they  ought  to  be  fatisfadory.  He  had  not  yet  feen  any  reafoii  to  believe  he 
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had  erred  in  either  idea  : he  added,  that  he  was  far  from  meaning  to  exprefe 
or  convey  cenfure,  either  on  the  ingenuity  of  the  individuals,  who  had  raifed 
the  doubt,  or  of  the  jealous  fenfibility  of  the  people,  who  had  adopted  it.  A 
doubt  originated  by  the  noble  lord,  forcibly  ftated  in  Ireland  by  the  legal 
precifion  of  Air,  Walflie,  fupported  by  the  admirable  and  unwearied  abilities  of 
IMr.  Flood,  and  countenanced  by  the  manly  firinnefs  and  eminent  integrity 
of  the  Recorder  of  Dublin,  was  certainly  not  to  be  treated  otherwife,  than 
with  refpeft.  He  never  had  admitted,  nor  would  admit,  that  Ireland  owed 
her  accpiifitions  to  the  battalions  of  her  volunteers,  farther  than  as  the  volun- 
teers were  underftood  to  exprefs  the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation.  His  defer- 
ence in  thefe  matters  had  been  paid,  not  to  their  Englifli  firelocks,  but  to  their 
Irifh  unanimity;  he  would  have  paid  at  leaft  an  equal  deference  to  as  many 
farmers  or  manufa6turers,  with  the  implements  of  their  induflry  in  their  hands. 
Ireland  ought  then  to  found  and  reft  her  fecurity,  which  flie  fafely  might,  on 
the  balis  of  national  wdfdom,  national  affeftion  and  national  faith. 

Colonel  Fitzpatrick  faid,  there  was  oneexpreflion,  whichhe  found  fault  with, 
and  that  was,  that  there  were  doubts  andjcaloufies  fubfifting  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  He  knew  of  no  fuch  doubts  and  jealoufies,  and  that  houfe  knew  of 
none.  There  had  not  come  to  their  knowledge,  by  any  petition,  memorial,  or 
leprefentation  whatever,  any  account  of  thefejealoufies.  If  they  noticed  all 
rumours  of  reports,  they  would  never  know  where  to  ftop;  for  there  would  al- 
ways ftart  up  fome  individuals,  who  would,  by  weak  pretexts,  and  under  va- 
rious mafks,  endeavour  to  raife  clamours  as  diftincl  from  the  voice  of  the  na- 
tion, as  the  purpofe,  which  they  had  in  view,  was  diftinft  from  the  true  interefts 
of  their  country.  The  minds  of  men  in  Ireland  had  been,  as  it  were,  fermented 
and  worked  up  into  a kind  of  political  fever  ; and  he  that  expeded  that  they 
would  fubfide  altogether  in  an  inftant,  and  grow  every  where  perfedly  calm 
and  temperate,  muft  be  equally  unacquainted  with  the  ftate,  humours,  and  fen- 
fations  of  the  body  politic,  and  the  body  natural.  It  was  naturally  to  be 
imagined,  that  there  would  be  in  that  country,  as  there  muft  be  in  all  coun- 
tries, certain  reftlefs  fpirits,  to  whom  the  return  of  peace  and  order  muft  be  un- 
favourable. That  fuch  men  ftiould  be  ready  to  propagate  ftories  and  fufpi- 
cions,  was  not  ftrange  ; -and  it  was  no  ways  to  be  wondered  at,  if,  by  their  ad- 
drefs  and  cunning,  they  Ihould  bring  over  a certain  fet  of  men  to  liften  to 
them.  Rut  was  a wife  and  prudent  government  to  call  fuch  clamours  the 
voice  of  the  nation  ? Certainly  not ; and  he  therefore  wilhed  that  on  the  pre- 
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fent  occafion,  there  had  not  been  any  mention  made  of  the  jealoufies  of  the 
Irifh  nation. 

Lord  Beauchamp  faid,  that  there  were  jealoufies  in  Ireland,  was  not  to  be 
doubted:  that  there  were  grounds  for  thefe  jealoufies,  was  an  incontrovert- 
ible propofition* ; that  the  writ  of  error  from  Ireland,  returnable  into  the 
Kind’s  Bench  of  Eno-land,  was  coeval  with  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  ; it  was 
impoffiblc,  therefore,  that  the  mere  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  could  take 
this  writ  away  : now,  if  it  did  not  take  it  away,  with  what  truth  in  argument 
could  the  right  honorable  gentleman  fay,  that  this  country  had  fully  and 
completely  furrendered  every  legillative,  every  judicial  jurifdiction  over  Ire- 
land. But  the  right  honorable  member  would  fay,  “ it  was  only  of  the  ap- 
“ pcllant  jurifdi6tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  that  the  Irifli  complained.”  To 
what  did  a Avrit  of  error  brought  into  the  King’s  Bench  here  ultimately  tend  ? 
Why,  to  ehablilli  that  very  appellant  jurifdiction  of  the  Britifli  Houfe  of 
Lords,  of  Avhich  the  Irifli  had  complained  ; for  no  man  could  doubt  but  the 
party,  who,  in  the  appeal  to  the  King’s  Bench,  fliould  think  himfelf  aggrieved, 
was  by  laAV  entitled  to  take  out  a writ  of  error  returnable  in  parliament ; and 
thus  the  Englilh  lords  come  once  more  into  pofleflfion  of  that  very  judicial 
jurifdiction,  which  the  right  honorable  gentleman  would  have  the  Irilh  erro- 
neoufly  believe  had  been  fully  furrendered  up  to  them.  His  lordlhip  took  up 
the  other  branch  of  jurifdiction,  the  legiflative  ; and  he  maintained,  that  the 
Irifli  had  been  as  much  deceived  in  this  point  as  in  the  former ; for  though  it 
were  faid,  and  erroneoufly  laid,  that  the  rights  of  England  over  Ireland  in  mat- 
ters of  legiflation,  had  been  furrendered,  fcarcely  three  weeks  had  paffed,  when 
the  Englifli  parliament  legiflated  for  Ireland,  by  pafTmg  an  act  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  blocks  ufed  in  callico  printing ; in  this  a6t,  Ireland  was  ex- 
prefsly  named,  notwithftanding  the  very  recent  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  1. 
Had  not  the  Irifli  a juft  caufe  for  being  alarmed  at  this  breach  of  faith  with 
them  ? But  was  this  the  only  inftance  of  attempting  to  legiflate  for  Ireland  ? 

* Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  on  this  occafion,  read  a paragraph  out  of  a letter  publiihed  by  Lord  Beau- 
champ to  the  Belfall  volunteers,  in  which  he  had  faid,  if  the  people  aequiefee  in  what  han  been  done, 
my  lips  are  for  ever  clofed  on  the  fubjed.  He  contended,  the  people  had  acquiefeed  ; and  was  there- 
fore furprifed  to  find  the  noble  lord  running  a race  with  the  minifter,  who  fiiould  firft  open  his  lips. 
On  the  very  next  day,  (23d  of  January,  1783)  Mr.  Secretary  Townlhend  announced  to  the  houfo 
the  figning  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain  j and  that  a cef- 
fation  of  hoftilities  with  the  United  States  of  Holland  had  been  agreed  upon. 
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No  ; for  that  kingdom  ^vas  exprefsly  named  in  the  a<5l  which  opened  the  Bil- 
tifli  ports  for  the  importation  offugars,  &c.  the  produce  of  St.  Kitts,  and  otlier 
late  Britifh  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Surely,  an  attempt  to  open  the  ports 
of  a kingdom,  was  one  of  the  higheft  a6ts  of  fovereign  power  ; and  yet  this- 
j)ower  the  Britidi  parliament  had  affumed,  juft  after  they  had,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  furrendered  all  legiflative  authority  ov'er 
Ireland.  Was  it  unnatural  then,  that  jealoufies  lliould  fubfift  in  that  coun- 
try ? He  was  very  willing  to  allow,  that  in  thefe  cafes  the  word  Ireland  had 
llij>ped  in  by  overfight,  and  that  it  had  palled  the  houfe  through  that  indiffer- 
ence and  inattention,  -which  but  too  ftrongly  prevailed.  He  did  not  doubt  the 
fincerity  of  their  intentions,  but  the  matter  might  naturally  excite  dillurbance 
in  Ireland.  And  if  none  of  all  this  had  been  done,  a tranfaftion  had  taken 
place  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feffion,  which,  of  itfelf,  might  well  excite  jea- 
loufies, and  keep  them  alive ; for  a noble  lord  in  the  upper  houfe  had  read 
in  his  place  a bill,  which  he  faid  he  would  at  another  period  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in,  which  bill  propofed  to  refume  and  maintain  the  right  of  England  to 
legillate  externally  for  Ireland.  Were  the  people  of  that  country  to  be  the 
fport  and  caprice  of  every  man  ? Were  they  to  have  no  other  tenure,  no  other 
fecurity  for  their  rights,  than  the  conftrmStion  of  law,  than  the  mere  repeal  of 
a declaratory  a6l  ? M^as  it  not,  therefore,  wife  and  prudent  in  miniRers  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  prefent  circumRance,  when  one  parliament  Avas  fitting  and 
the  other  not,  to  take  Rich  Reps  as  Avoukl  effeclually  Rifle  all  jealoufy,  and 
draw  from  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  at  their  next  meeting,  addreffes  of  af- 
fe6lion,  of  kindnefs,  of  generofity,  inftead  of  gloomy  and  refentful  remon- 
Rran^ces. 

Colonel  Fitzpatrick  and  Mr.  Fox  would  not  obje<5l  to  the  Secretary’s  mo- 
tion, although  they  faw  no  neceffity  for  the  bill ; it  was  therefore  moved  for 
and  carried  unanimoufly. 

In  the  difcuffion  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,  was  formed  the  memo- 
rable coalition  between  Lord  North  and  j\Ir.  Fox.  Several  of  the  friends  of 
both  thefe  gentlemen  vehemently  reprobated  the  terms  of  Lord  Shelburne’s 
peace.  Thefe  gentlemen  had,  indeed,  violently  oppofed  each  other  on  the 
queftion  of  the  American  war : but  that  being  noAV  let  to  refl.  Rich  of  the 
former  opponents  as  fupported,  or  oppofed  rather  meafures  than  men,  found 
no  longer  any  grounds  for  oppofmg  each  other,  and  therefore  united  into  one 
body  for  the  common  good  of  their  country.  On  the  22d  of  February,  the 
coalefced  party  brought  all  their  forces  to  bear  upon  the  miniftry  ; and  after 
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a very  long  and  heated  debate,  they  outvoted  the  miniftor  by  17  upon  the 
following'  queftion  :* — “ That  the  conceffions  made  to  the  adveriaries  of 
“ Great  Britain,  by  the  provifional  treaty  and  preliminary  articles,  are  greater 
than  they  were  entitled  to,  either  from  the  actual  fituation  of  their  relpec- 
“ tive  poffeffions,  oi'  from  their  comparative  flrength.”  In  confequcnce  of 
this  defeat  of  the  minifter,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1782,  the  Secretary  of 
State  moved,  “ That  the  houfe,  at  its  rifing,  ihould  adjourn  to  Friday  next 
it  was  not  unknown  to  gentlemen,  that  an  angements  were  making  for  a new 
adminiftration ’,  and  it  would  be  but  proper  that  the  houfe  fliould  adjourn  over 
a few  days,  in  order  to  afford  time  for  completing  the  arrangements. 

Earl  Nugent  oppofed  it ; he  faid,  that  a bill  of  the  greateft  importance  rela- 
tive to  Ireland,  was  to  be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  houle  on  the 
morrow ; and  gentlemen  muff  fee  the  impropriety  of  putting  off  a bufmefs 
fo  materially  affefting  fuch  a great  part  of  the  empire,  merely  that  minifferial 
arrangements  might  be  made,  wlien  the  bill  had  nothing  to  do  with  minifters: 
it  was  the  great  work  of  the  people  of  England. 

The  Lord  Advocate  declared  himfelf  a friend  to  the  adjournment,  for  the 
very  reafon,  that  moved  the  noble  lord  to  oppofe  it:  the  bill  to  which  he  al- 
luded was  of  too  great  a magnitude  to  be  agitated  during  what  he  might 

♦ 9 Pari.  Debates,  p.  3Gg.  The  houfe  fat  till  paft  three  in  the  morning  5 the  ayes  were  207,  the 
noes  I go.  In  confequence  of  this  cenfure  pafled  on  the  peace  by  tlie  Houfe  of  Commons,  tlie  Earl 
ef  Shelburne  quitted  his  office  of  firft  commiffioner  of  the  treafury  ; and  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer declared  publicly  in  the  houfe,  that  he  only  held  his  place  till  a fucceffor  liiould  be  appointed 
to  fill  it.  A minifterial  interregnum  enfued,  v/hich  lafted  till  tlie  beginning  of  April ; during 
which  time  the  kingdom  remained  in  a ftate  of  great  diforder,  without  any  refponfible  government 
at  home,  the  finances  neglefted,  the  military  eftabliffiments  unreduced,  and  the  negotiations  with 
foreign  powers,  which  the  critical  conjunflaire  of  affairs  rendered  pceuliarly  important,  entirely  at  a 
ftand. 

Various  caufes  were  affigned  for  the  extraordinary  delay  in  the  appointment  of  a new  admini- 
ff ration.  Thofe  who  wifiied  to  fliift  all  blame  from  the  court,  alledged,  that  the  chief  obftacle  arofe 
from  the  mutual  jealoufy,  which  Hill  fubfifted  between  the  new  allied  parties,  and  the  difficulties 
they  found  in  adjufting  their  feveral  pretentions.  Others  have  fuppofed,  that  the  interval  was  em- 
ployed in  private  intrigues  with  the  individuals  of  dilicrent  parties,  and  in  an  attempt  to  form  an  ad- 
ininiftration  independent  of  the  great  leading  connexions.  Others  again  did  not  hefitate  to  affert, 
that  on  the  failure  of  this  attempt,  the  influence  poffeffed  by  the  lord  high  chancellor,  whofe  dif- 
miflion  was  a point  infifled  on  by  the  coalition,  was  the  principal  arrangement.  Such  were  the 
public  converfations  at  the  time,  and  fo  matters  were  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  debates  in  parlia- 
ipent. 
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call  a minifterial  interregnum ; it  was  a bill  that  ought  to  have  the  marked 
countenance  and  fupport  of  adminiftration. 

Earl  Nugent  replied,  that  there  was  nothing  farther  from  his  wifli  than  that 
the  bill  dioukl  be  carried  through  parliament  by  minifterial  influence ; no- 
thing could  do  more  honour  to  this  nation,  or  give  more  fatisfa6tion  to  Ire- 
land, than  that  the  bill  fliould  originate,  and  be  carried  through  in  a convic- 
tion in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England,  that  the  bill  was  founded  in 
juftice,  poliey,  and  equity  : the  people  of  Ireland  could  have  but  little  reafoii 
to  deem  the  bill  a fecurity  to  their  confdtution,  if  they  fliould  be  by  any  means 
led  to  think  that  it  had  been  carried  by  the  influence  of  adminiftration,  againft 
the  wiflies  of  the  people:  nothing  could  fatisfy  the  people  of  Ireland,  but  the 
idea,  that  the  people  of  England  with  one  voice  agreed  to  the  palling  of  this 
bill,  from  a conviction  that  it  was  fit  it  Ihould  be  pafled,  and  without  being 
biafled  in  their  judgment  by  minifterial  influence:  it  was  not  upon  floating 
adminiftrations,  that  ftability  could  be  founded  ; and  therefore  it  was  to  the 
people  of  England,  not  to  minifters,  that  Ireland  appealed  ; and  the  people  of 
England  reprefented  by  that  houfe,  could  alone  give  permanency  to  meafures, 
they  never  could  derive  it  from  the  infecure  tenure  of  minifterial  influence  : 
minifters  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  bufinefs;  the  people  were  concerned; 
and  their  reprefentatives  in  that  houfe  might  therefore  proceed  with  the  bill 
without  giving  themfelves  any  trouble  about  minifters ; he  cared  not  who 
were,  or  who  were  not  minifters  ; he  was  under  no  obligation  either  to  thofe 
wlio  were  in,  or  to  thofe,  who,  from  report,  he  underftood  were  likely  to  be 
their  fucceflbrs  ; the  bill  concerned  the  nation,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  who  were  moft  intimately  concerned  in  it,  ought  to  proceed  in  their 
own  bufinefs  without  waiting  for  minifterial  arrangements,  for  if  they  did,  an 
idea  might  go  forth,  which  ought  to  be  cruflied,  that  the  bill  was  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  influence  of  adminiftration. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1783,  it  was  announced  to  the  Britilh  parliament  that  a 
new*  arrangement  was  formed  ; when  Mr.  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the  day 

on 


* The  following  is  a Lift  of  the  Coalition  Adminiftration. 
The  Duke  of  Portland,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury. 

Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

Lord  John  Cavendifli,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Lord  Vifcount  Keppel,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 


Lord 
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on  the  American  trade  bill.  Lord  Sheffield  violently  oppofed  it  as  one  of  the 
mod;  ill-managed  and  ill-confidered  bills  ever  brought  before  that  houfe.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  he  adverted  to  what  he  had  faid  fome  few  days  before 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  that  bill's  affedting  Ireland.*  That  kingdom  received  as 
a riglit  every  advantage  die  had  lately  acquired,  except  the  participation  of 
the  Weft-India  monopoly  ; for  that  die  was  thankful,  and  in  return  paffed  the 
a6t,  which  lays  the  fame  duties  as  Britain  on  imported  fugars,  and  other 
Weft-India  articles,  and  lays  prohibitory  duties  on  fimilar  articles  from  foreign 

Lord  Vifeount  Stormont,  Prefident  of  the  Council. 

The  Earl  of  Carlille,  Privy  Seal. 

The  above  feven  perfons  to  form  the  cabinet. 

Lord  Loughborough,  Sir  William  Henry  Alhhurft,  and  Sir  Beaumont  Hotham,  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  for  the  cuftody  of  the  great  feal. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey,  Frederic  Montagu,  Efq.  and  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Lords  of  the  Treafnry. 

Hugh  Plgot,  Efq.  Lord  Vifeount  Dungannon,  Hon.  John  Townfliend,  Sir  John  Lindfey,^  Wil- 
Kam  Jollilfe,  Elq.  and  Whitfhed  Keene,  Efq.  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

The  Earl  of  Hertford,  Lord  Chamberlain. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Lord  Steward  of  the  Houfehold. 

Right  Honorable  Charles  Greville,  Treafurer  of  the  Houfehold. 

I Lord  Vifeount  Townfliend,  Matter  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

John  Courtenay,  Efq.  Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

Henry  Strachey,  Efq.  Store-keeper  of  tlie  Ordnance. 

William  Adam,  Efq.  Treafurer  of  the  Ordnance. 

Honorable  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  Secretary  at  War. 

Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  Pay-matter  of  the  Forces. 

Charles  Townfliend,  Efq.  Treafurer  of  the  Navy. 

The  Earl  of  Cholmondely,  Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guards.. 

James  Wallace,  Efq.  Attorney-General, 

John  Lee,  Efq.  Solicitor-General. 

Lord  Foley,  Joint  Pott-Matter  General. 

Richard  Brindfley  Sheridan,  Efq.  and  Riehard  Burke,  Efq.  Secretaries  to  the  Treafury. 

Honorable  Mr.  St.  John,  and  Honorable  Colonel  North,  under  Secretaries  of  State. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Ranger  and  Keeper  of  St.  James’s  Park  and  Hyde  Park. 

The  Earl  of  Jerfey,  Captain  of  the  Band  of  Penlioners. 

Lord  Hinchinbrook,  Matter  of  the  Buck  Hounds. 

The  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

The  Earl  of  Northington,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Wyiidham,  Secretary  of  State  for  Ireland. 

William  Eden,  Efq.  J oint  Vice-Treafurer  of  Ireland. 

* 9 Pari.  Debates,  p.  694. 
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i'flands.  By  this  bill  tliat  monopolywould  ceafe  ; deprived  of  the  advantage, 
Ireland  would  think,  that  Britain  had  done  away  the  confideration,  which  in- 
duced her  to  Ihut  her  ports  againft  foreign  fugars.  The  Irifli  a6l  laying  pro- 
hibitory duties  was  biennial,  and  Avould  expire  next  Chriftmas ; and  it  was 
not  to  be  fuppofed  under  thefe  circnmftances  die  would  continue  it.  Her 
redrefs  would  be  to  take  foreign  Weft  India  goods,  at  leaft  die  w'ould  not 
think  it  necelTary  to  charge  her  own  confumption  of  fugars  with  higher  du- 
ties, than  were  required  from  America.  She  would  expe6l  to  have  Weft  India 
goods  on  as  good  terms  as  the  American  States,  now  become  foreign.  Weft 
India  planters  diould  confidcr,  wdiether  a direft  trade  to  the  American  States 
wmuld  recompenfe  them  for  the  lofs  of  the  Iridi  confumption  ; and  parlia- 
ment diould  confider  what  would  be  the  ftate  of  fmuggling  from  Ireland  into 
this  country,  if  Ireland  diould  become  the  depot  for  foreign  Weft  India  goods, 
or  of  our  own,  under  low  duties. 

The  Irifli  judicature  bill,  Avhich  had  gone  up  and  been  once  read  in  the 
lords,  had  been  fufpended  in  its  progrefs  from  the  inoment  the  change  in  mi- 
niltry  had  been  fpoken  of ; and  Lord  Thurlow  publicly  avov'ed  in  a conver- 
fation  upon  that  bill's  ftanding  for  the  order  of  the  day,  that  he  had  been 
the  perfon,  who  advifed  the  noble  lord,  who  had  moved  the  drft  reading  of 
the  bill,  not  to  move  the  fecond,  but  to  let  the  bill  remain  till  his  majefty's 
prefent  minifters  chofe  to  take  it  up.  His  lordlhip  further  obferved,  that  tlie 
bill  then  before  the  houfe  had  been  concerted  with  the  advice  of  the  prefent 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland ; a noble  lord,  of  whom  both  in  private  and  in 
public  he  had  heard  fufticient  in  praifc  to  convince  him,  that  he  was  a man 
of  great  abilities,  of  great  wifdom,  and  of  great  integrity.  Advice  coming 
from  fuch  a man,  and  it  being  confidered  what  a great  ftake  that  noble  lord 
had  in  both  countries,  too  much  attention  could  not  certainly  be  paid  to  the 
noble  lord’s  fuggeftions.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  hoped,  and  moft  anxioufly 
hoped,  that  the  noble  lord  was  not  to  be  recalled,  but  was  to  remain  Avdiere 
he  Avas,  and  Avhere  he  had  conduced  himfelf  in  his  high  capacity,  in  a man- 
ner that  redounded  fo  much  to  his  oavu  honor,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  Avas 
])roductive  of  infinite  advantage  to  the  interefts  of  both  kingdoms.  His  lord- 
fhip  reafoned  upon  this  for  a confiderable  time,  and  faid,  that  if  i nfortu- 
nately  the  noble  earlAvere  to  leave  Ireland,  and  any  body  elfe  Avere  to  be  fent 
thither,  it  would  become  a noble  Duke  (of  Portland)  more  particularly  to 
inform  the  houfe  in  the  fulleft  manner,  how  the  prefent  bill  Avould  fuit  that 
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vifclom,  which  the  admiiiiilration  of  that  day  meant  to  purfue,  that  the  houfe 
might  judge  of  the  propriety,  practicability,  and  policy  of  the  whole,  before 
they  darkly  and  blindly  gave  their  fanction  to  one  part  only.  Then  the  Earl 
of  Mansfield  put  the  queftion,  “ that  the  bill  be  read  a fecond  time  on  Mon- 
“ day  next,  and  the  lords  be  fummoned  which  was  ordered  accordingly; 
and  on  the  14th  of  April,  1783,  Lord  Aberdeen  made  a very  long  and  able 
fpeech  upon  the  bill  then  under  the  contemplation  of  the  houfe  : He  had  feen 
with  infinite  pleafure,  that  what  Ireland  had  required  of  England,  had  been 
in  all  its  extent  acquiefced  in  by  his  majefty's  minifiers.  He  had  feen  an  aCt 
of  parliament  no  lefs  offenfive  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  than  fub- 
verfive  of  the  right  of  Ireland,  repealed  and  expunged  from  our  Statute 
Books.  But  he  had  alfo  feen,  that  although  this  had  been  done  at  the  in- 
fiance  and  requifition  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  Ireland,  Ireland  was 
not  fatisfied  with  it;  and  feeing  that,  as  the  true  friend  to  both  countries, 
lie  endeavoured  to  draw  that  line  of  relation  betwixt  the  two,  which  the  in- 
terefi;  of  each  feemed  to  call  for  and  require,  and  in  w hich  he  felt  himfelf  up- 
holden,  maintained,  and  fupported  by  the  conftitution  of  England. 

In  confidering  the  fubjeCt,  two  things  occurred  to  his  obfervation ; one  the 
right,  w’hich  this  country  had  exercifed  of  internal  legiflation  over  Ireland  ; 
the  other,  the  right,  which  this  country  poflelfed  of  external  legiflation  over 
Ireland,  fo  far  as  that  legiflation  regarded  the  navigation  and  commerce  of 
that  kingdom..  With  refpect  to  the  firft,  the  right  of  internal  legiflation,  it 
was  clear  to  him,  that  no  right  fo  manifeftly  in  the  teeth  of  the  conftitution 
of  this  country,  however  it  had  been  exercifed,  could  on  {vrinciple  be  main- 
tained ; for  as  it  was  a fundamental  principle  of  the  conftitution,  that  legif- 
lation and  reprefentation  were  infeparable,  therefore  inafmiich  as  Ireland  was 
not  reprefented  in  the  Britilh  parliament,  Ireland  could  not  be  fubjeCl  to  the 
legiflature  of  the  Britifli  parliament ; but  of  the  right  of  external  legiflation, 
fo  far  as  it  refpected  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  that  kingdom,  his  opi- 
nion and  judgment  w^ere  the  very  reverfe  : that  right  being  founded  on  the 
right  to  the  dominion  of  the  fea,  was  a common  law  right,  a fundamental 
right  coequal  wfith  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  he  found  it  fo  laid  down 
paffim  in  all  our  common  law  books,  as  well  as  exprefsly  declared  in  the  fta- 
tute  of  the  2"th  of  Henry  VI.  chap.  Q.  to  wit ; 

“ The  parliament  of  England  cannot  bind  Ireland,,  as  to  their  lands,  for 
they  have  a parliament  there ; but  they  may  bind  them  as  to  things  tranfi- 
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tory,  as  the  flipping  of  wool,  or  merchandize,  to  the  intent  to  carry  it  to 
another  place  beyond  fea.”  An  authority,  which  whilft  it  maintained  the 
rights  of  external  legiflation  quoad  the  commerce  of  Ireland,  it  defeated  the 
right  of  internal  legiflation,  for  the  reafon  given,  namely,  “ for  that  they 
“ have  a parliament  there.” 

He  aflced  if  the  people  of  Ireland  wiflied  to  remain  fubjecls  of  the  crown  of 
England  ? If  they  did,  the  moment  that  bill  palled,  they  were  no  longer  fo. 
For  the  fubjefts  of  the  crown  of  England  mull  be,  and  are,  of  continual  ne- 
ceflity,  under  the  legiflative  authority  of  this  country.  The  crown  itfelf  is 
under  the  legiflativ^e  authority  of  this  country,  and  of  courfe  thofe,  who  arc 
dependant  upon  this  crown,  fo  far  as  the  confutution  admits  of  it,  mull  be  fo 
too.  That  they  may  be  fubje6ts  of  the  king  of  England,  is  true,  and  fo 
they  will  be  ; and  fo  are  the  people  of  Hanover  fubje6ls  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land ; but  does  Ireland  wifli  to  be  upon  the  footing  of  Hanover  Avith  this 
country  ? and  yet  the  cafe  muft  and  will  be  fo.  Suppofe  an  a6l  of  parliament 
were  to  pafs,  reflraining  the  prerogative  of  the  croAvn  in  any  given  inftance 
with  refpe6l  to  Ireland,  would  not  Ireland  be  bounden  by  that  aft  of  parliament  ? 
IMufl;  not  Ireland  fubmit  to  that  aft  of  parliament?  For  how  could  Ireland 
oppofe  or  refill  it  but  by  an  aft  of  rebellion,  if  the  people  of  Ireland  be  the 
fubjefts  of  the  crown  of  England,  and  the  crown  of  England  be  fubjeft  to 
the  legiflation  of  England  ? Do  the  people  of  Ireland  wilh  to  have  feats  in 
the  Britilh  parliament  ? This  bill  incapacitates  them  from  being  members  of 
the  Britifli  legiflature.  It  Avas  by  afts  of  parliament,  that  the  right  of  fitting 
in  the  tAvo  houfes  of  parliament  AA^as  regulated  ; and  the  people  of  Ireland 
not  being  to  be  bounden  by  afts  of  parliament,  they  are  in  fo  much  aliens, 
quoad  their  claim  to  this  right.  From  the  moment  that  aft  did  pafs,  the  Irifli 
were  no  longer  our  felloAV  fubjefts.  If  that  right  be  in  us,  that  right,  is  de- 
legated to  us,  and  no  delegated  right  is,  or  can  be  in  its  nature  transferable. 
This  is  found  confdtutional  doftriue,  and  not  to  be  oppofed  ; befides,  at  bell 
this  is  but  an  aft  of  parliament,  and  all  afts  of  parliament  are  repealable  ; and 
then  the  right  reverts  to  its  fundamental  fource.  Let  the  Irilh  remember,  that 
the  6th  of  George  I.  has  been  repealed. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  that  in  many  refpefts  he  agreed  Avith  the 
noble  earl,  and  mull  do  him  thejuftice  to  fay,  he  ncA’cr  heard  a feries  of  ar- 
guments better  digelled.  His  grace  Avent  over  much  of  the  old  ground,  and 
amongll  other  things  their  lordlhips,  Avould  be  pleafed  to  confider,  that  not 
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only  ill  regard  to  peace  and  war,  in  regard  to  rixaUliip  in  commerce,  in  re- 
gard to  eccleiiaftical  matters,  the  reparation  created  by  the  prel’ent  hill  would 
be  materially  alarming  to  England.  Suppole  that  England  Ihould  have  oc- 
calion  to  go  to  war,  and  Ireland  fliould  find  herfelt  difpofed  to  remain  at 
peace,  tliould  refufe  to  give  aid,  and  furnilh  her  quotas  to  the  caufc  of  the 
empire ; fuppofe  that  in  negociations  for  peace,  the  terms  agreed  on  by  the 
Engliih  miniflers,  Ihould  be  obje6ted  to  by  the  Irifli ; fuppole  that  in  regu- 
lations and  treaties  of  commerce  with  foreign  ftates  the  Irilh  tliould  contend 
with  the  Engliih,  in  thefe  and  a thoufand  other  polTible  luppofitions,  was  it 
polFible  that  this  total  reparation  could  be  fubmitted  to  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
land ? But  there  were  other  moft  important  dangers  to  be  apprehended.  All 
thefe  arguments  poiverfully  bore  upon  the  ultimate  necetlity  ot  an  incor- 
porate union,  without  which  the  two  kingdoms  muft  be  conftantly  expofed, 
to  thefe  monftrous  anomalies  and  inifchiefs  in  government.  Thefe  were  rea- 
fons  that  made  it  indifpenfahly  necefllary  for  their  lordfliips  to  enquire  w he- 
ther this  w^as  to  be  follow’ed  by  any  other  meafure,  and  whether  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  had  adopted  it  as  a part  of  a fyltem,  upon  which  the  mutual  connexion 
of  the  two  countries  w'as  to  be  eftablilhed.  This  wais  particularly  neceflary 
to  be  known,  on  account  of  the  very  unaccountable  and  oppofite  mixture  of 
opinion  and  principle  that  exifted  in  the  cabinet  at  that  time.  It  Avas  impof- 
fible  that  he,  or  that  any  man  could  rationally  truft  to  the  meafures  of  an 
adminiflration,  Avdiere  the  principles  w'ere  fo  oppofite  and  contradictory ; one 
part  of  which  he  revered  as  much  as  he  reprobated  the  other.  The  noble 
duke  feverely  animadverted  upon  Lord  North's  conduct  refpecting  Ireland, 
and  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  noble  lord  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  the 
uneafinefs  and  oppreflion  felt  and  complained  of  by  Ireland,  and  of  her 
taking  up  arms  to  do  herfelf  juftice,  when  the  found  the  Britith  parliament 
wmuld  do  nothing  for  her.  His  Grace  ftated  the  frequent  attempts  made  to 
relieve  her  trade  in  trifling  particulars,  all  of  wdiich  were  defeated  by  the  op- 
pofition  of  local  interefts.  He  mentioned  the  bill  allowing  her  to  import  her 
own  fugars,  wdiich  he  faid  w’as  ultimately  defeated  by  the  interpofition  of 
Lord  North,  on  a divition  of  04  to  58  ; he  afterwards  ftated  the  declaration 
ot  a noble  earl  at  that  time  at  the  head  of  his  majefty’s  councils  (Earl  Gower) 
at  the  end  of  the  felfion  of  J779  (that  the  addrefs  then  moved  refpecting  Ire- 
land by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  fliould  not  be  oppofed,  ,if  the  ceiifure 
of  niinifters  were  taken  out)  the  accompanying  proiiiife,  that  foiiiething  for 
VoL.  H.  c the 
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the  relief  of  Ireland  Ihould  be  thought  of  againft  the  next  feflion,  and  the 
noble  earl’s  fubfequent  refignation  of  his  office,  and  his  informing  the  houfe 
ndien  parliament  met  again,  that  his  reafon  for  having  quitted  his  majefty’s 
councils  was,  “ becaufe  the  promife  he  had  ventured  to  make  to  their  lord- 
“ blips  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and  nothing  had  been  done  for  Ireland.”  His 
Grace  dwelt  on  thefe  particulars  for  fome  time,  and  then  took  the  liberty  of 
afking  from  the  noble  duke,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  new  adminiftration, 
not  what  was  to  be  his  fyftem,  but  Mdiether  or  not  it  were  the  defign  of  the 
cabinet  to  follow  up  this  bill  with  others  ; and  whether  this  were  only  a part, 
or  the  whole  of  their  fyftem  with  regard  to  the  fettlement  of  the  relative  litu- 
ation  of  the  two  kingdoms  ? 

The  Duke  of  Portland  faid,  that  it  would  be  a very  improper  thing  for 
him  to  divulge  prematurely  the  purpofes  of  the  king’s  minifters.  He  alwa3’s 
had  been,  and  always  Ihould  be  ready,  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  ce- 
ment the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  terms  of  mutual 
affebtion  and  mutual  intereft.  He  therefore  moft  heartily  concurred  in  the 
prefent  bill ; he  fubmitted  to  the  candor  of  the  houfe  whether  it  were  fair  to 
fufpe6l  until  there  was  an  appearance  of  guilt,  and  whether  it  were  right  to 
call  upon  him  for  official  communications  of  future  meafu res  or  defigns.  Be- 
fide,  their  lordfiiips  would  recolle6l  how  veiy  ffiort  the  time  was  fince  they 
had  come  into  office,  and  in  fairnefs  they  could  not  be  expeHed  to  be  fully 
informed  of  the  various  topics  iu  the  offices. 

Lord  Thurlow  profefled,  that  he  could  not  fee  anj'  thing  unfeafonable  or 
improper  in  the  queftion,  which  the  noble  duke  had  afked.  It  was  applicable 
to  the  occafion,  and  he  thought,  that  without  being  fatisfied  on  the  point, 
their  lordfiiips  could  not  fairly  be  called  to  the  decifion  of  the  prefent  quef- 
tion. What  was  the  queftion?  Was  the  prefent  bill  the  whole  or  onl)-’ the 
part  of  a fyftem  ? On  what  grounds  was  it  to  be  adopted  by  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  ? For  what  purpofe  was  it  to  be  palled  ? To  what  end  was  it  to  be  ap- 
plied ? In  all  this  was  there  any  thing,  which  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  could  give 
embarraffinent  to  ininifters  in  anfwering?  There  had  been  full  time  from  Fri- 
day to  iMonday,  to  have  examined  every  paper  on  the  fubjeft : and  what 
made  this  appear  more  fingular,  was,  that  man}^  of  thofe  papers  muft  have 
come  from  the  noble  duke  hirafelf,  and  a noble  earl  his  now  colleague  in  ad- 
miniftration ; would  not  their  lordfiiips  then  fuppofe,  that  no  men  could  have 
been  fixed  on  fo  capable  of  fpeedily  determining  what  was  expefted,  and  what 
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ought  to  be  done  to  fecure  a lafting  and  permanent  connexion  with  our  fifter 
king*dom  : and  yet  thefe  men,  according  to  their  own  accounts,  M'ere  the 
mod  improper  and  incapable  of  all  perlbns  living.  He  faid  he  could  not  but 
lament  the  frecpient  changes,  which  revolutions  in  politics  in  this  kingdom 
made  in  the  lord  lieutenants  of  that  country.  The  people  M'ere  fcarcely  fet- 
tled with  a reprcfentative  of  the  croMoi,  before  intelligence  arrived,  that  they 
M'ere  to  part  with  him,  and  that  another  M'as  appointed  in  his  dead.  This 
circumdance  M'as  fufficient  to  make  them  have  a very  poor  opinion  of  the 
councils  of  this  country,  and  that  m'c  were  guided  by  caprice,  M-him,  and  un- 
fteadincfs  : the  prefent  nobleman  Mdio  filled  that  high  office,  by  his  generofity, 
his  large  connexions  in  both  countries,  his  adal)ility  and  integrity,  had  M'on 
their  good  opinion  in  a Ihort  time ; and  this  Avas  no  fooner  done  than  their 
favorite  was  to  be  taken  from  them. 

Lord  Loughborough  faid,  that  on  this  queftion  he  had  no  peculiar  means  of 
acquiring  information  M'ith  refpc6l  to  the  dcfigns  of  the  cabinet.  lie  had  no 
other  information  than  as  a lord  of  parliament,  and  as  fuch,  he  mud  declare 
freely,  that  he  thought  the  prefent  converfation,  for  it  M'as  not  a debate,  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill  extremely  irregular,  if  not  diforderly.  Not  a M'ord  M'as  darted 
in  objedlion  to  the  bill  as  to  itfelf,  but  miniders  M'ere  called  upon  to  divulge 
their  future  fydem,  and  to  declare  what  they  M'ere  to  be  to  the  houfe.  He  did 
not  think  this  perfectly  confident  Avith  fairnefs,  nor  Avas  it  the  kind  of  oppo- 
fition,  Avhich  any  minidry  Avould  have  reafon  to  dread. 

Lord  Vifeount  ToAvnfliend  faid,  it  A\'as  not  candid  nor  fair  to  demand  from 
miniders,  at  fo  early  a period  after  their  introdudion  to  office,  the  fydem 
AA'hich  they  Avere  to  purfue  Avith  Ireland.  This,  at  lead,  Avas  evident ; that 
if  they  meant  to  a6l  a fair,  a manly,  and  an  honed  part,  the  prefent  bill  Avas 
neceffary,  fince  it  confirmed  Avhat  Avas  done  in  the  lad  feffion,  and  none  of 
thofe  alai'ming  evils  Avere  to  be  apprehended  from  it.  The  fludfuation  of 
Irifli  opinions  Avas  eafily  to  be  accounted  for.  The  inceffant  change  of  the 
government  mud  naturally  give  rife  to  frefli  jealoulies  and  new  opinions,  and 
Avhile  this  very  great  evil  continued,  it  Avas  impoffible  that  Ave  could  expe6l 
to  fee  our  fifter  kingdom  truly  and  permanently  fixed  in  her  fydem  and 
fentiments.  He  declared  it  Avas  his  opinion,  that  for  Avant  of  a6fing  unequi- 
vocally on  former  occafions,  all  our  misfortunes,  including  CA'en  the  lofs  of 
America,  had  arifen ; that  Avliat  they  felt  in  their  OAvn  breads  fhould  govern 
their  public  conduct ; and  the  national  honor,  like  the  perfonal  honor  of 
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theiiTordfliips,  fliould  be  deemed  facred,  and  on  no  account  to  be  violated. 
Public  credit  depended  on  the  public  faith  ; the  abandonment  of  the  latter 
confequently  muft  prove  the  ruin  of  the  former.  After  a very  heated  de- 
bate and  perfonal  reflexions  from  the  Duke  of  Chandos  and  LoTd  Radnor 
upon  the  new  minifters  having  feized  on  the  reins  of  government  by  force, 
and  outraged  royalty  by  peremptory  conditions,  the  bill  was  committed  with- 
out a difl’enting  voice. 

No  bill  ever  produced  more  debates,  yet  it  never  brought  on  one  divifion. 
And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  under  the  variety  of  clianges,  which  the  Britilh 
miniftry  experienced  at  that  critical  period,  the}’  all  centered  in  one  accord, 
to  giveeafe,  latisfaXion,  and  perteX  conftitutional  liberty  to  Ireland.  There 
cannot  be  a more  unimpeachable  voucher,  than  the  *aX  for  finally  fettling 
the  independent  legillation  and  judicature  of  Ireland. 

Whil’fi 

* Tlie  ai5t  23  George  III.  c.  28.  intituled,  ''  An  AA  for  preventing  and  removing  all  doubts 
which  have  arifen,  or  may  arife,  concerning  the  exclutive  rights  of  the  parliament  and  courts 
“ of  Ireland,  in  matters  of  legiflation  and  judicature  ; and  for  preventing  any  writ  of  error  or  ap- 
” peal  froui  any  of  his  majefty's  courts  in  that  kingdom  from  being  received,  heard,  and  adjudged, 
“ in  any  of  his  majefty's  courts  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.” 

“ Whereas  by  an  a6t  of  the  laft  feflion  of  this  prefent  parliament,  intituled.  An  A6t  to  repeal 
“ an  atSl,  made  in  the  6th  year  of  tlie  reign  of  his  late  majefty  King  George  I.  intituled.  An  Adi 
” for  the  better  fecuring  the  dependency  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  it  was  enacted.  That  the  faid  laft-mentioned  adl,  and  all  matters  and  things  therein  con- 
“ tained,  Iliould  be  repealed  : And  whereas  doubts  have  arifen  whetlier  the  provifions  of  the  faid 
“ adl  are  tufficient  to  fecure  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  rights  claimed  by  them  to  be  bound  only 
“ bylaws  enadted  by  his  majefly  and  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  in  all  cafes  whatever,  and 
“ to  have  all  adlions  and  fuits  at  law  or  in  equity,  which  may  be  inftituted  in  that  kingdom,  de- 
“ cided  in  his  majefty’s  courts  tlierein  finally,  and  without  appeal  from  thence,  therefore,  for  re- 
“ moving  all  doubts  refpedling  the  fame,  may  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  that  it  may  be  declared  and 
“ enadled  ; and  be  it  declared  and  enadled  by  the  king’s  moft  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the 
“ advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament 
“ aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid  right  claimed  by  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  be  bound  only  by  laws  enadled  by  his  majefty  and  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  in  all  cafes 
“ whatever,  and  to  have  all  adlions  and  fuits  at  law  or  in  equity,  which  may  be  inftituted  in  that 
" kingdom,  decided  in  his  majefty’s  courts  therein  finally,  and  without  appeal  from  thence,  ftiall 
“ be,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  tftabliflicd  and  afeertained  for  ever,  and  fliall,  at  no  time 
“ hereafter,  be  queftioned  or  queftionable. 

“ II.  And  be  itfurtlier  enadled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  no  writ  of  error  or  appeal  fliall 
“ be  received  or  adjudged,  or  any  other  proceeding  be  had  by  or  in  any  of  his  raajefty’s  courts  in 
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"Whilft  the  Britifli  fenate  was  earneilly  employed  in  givdng  and  fecnring 
freedom  to  Ireland,  and  in  the  minillerial  interregnum,  Avhich  fnfpended  the 
aclion  of  the  Britilh  government,  Ireland  was  not  wholly  inactive.  The  cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  Dublin  prefented  the  following  addrefs  to  the  lord- 
lieutenant  : 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ AV’E,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Sherifis,  Commons,  and  Citizens 
“ of  the  City  of  Dublin,  in  common  council  allembled,  unanimoufly  think  it 
“ our  indifpenfable  duty  at  this  time  to  approach  your  excellency  with  our 
“ fmcere  acknowledgements  for  your  prudent  and  indefatigable  regard  to  the 
“ honour  and  welfare  of  this  country. 

“ Your  excellency's  early  attention  to  the  removal  of  all  doubts  rela- 
“ tive  to  the  independency  of  the  legillation,  and  jurifdiclion  of  the  par- 
“ liament  of  Ireland,  the  general  and  oeconomical  reform  introduced  into 
“ feveral  departments  of  the  ftate,  and  the  many  great  and  apparent  ad- 
“ vantages  we  enjoy,  and  are  likely  to  experience,  from  your  excellency’s  wife, 
“ firm,  and  virtuous  adminiftration,  muft  at  all  times  excite  and  demand  the 
“ higheft  exprelTions  of  gratitude,  and  make  us  earneftly  folicitous  for  the 
“ continuance  of  your  government,  over  a people  affedtionate  to  yourperfon, 
‘‘  and  truly  fenfible  of  your  honorable  intentions. 

“ It  has  been  jultly  obferved,  that  all  nations  have  experienced  a period  of 
“ exaltation  as  well  as  of  depreffion. 

“ From  an  ill-judging  policy,  this  kingdom  felt  the  latter;  from  the  well- 
“ timed  and  liberal  fentiments  which  prevail,  it  is  likely  to  attain  the  former. 

“ AVe  affure  your  excellency,  that  the  citizens  expedt  the  confummation  of 

this  great  bulinefs  from  a nobleman  of  independent  fortune  and  principles, 
“ equally  the  friend  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; fenfddethat  their  interefts 
^ are  the  fame,  they  do  moll  f rmly  rely  on  your  goodnefs,  that  nothing  in 

“ this  kingdom  in  any  adtion  or  fuit  at  law  or  in  equity,  inftituted  in  any  of  his  majefty’s  courts  in 
“ the  kingdom  of  Ireland  j and  that  all  fuch  writs,  appeals,  or  proceedings,  lhall  be,  and  they 
" are  hereby  declared  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  ; and  that  all  records,  tranferipts  of 
“ records  or  proceedings,  which  have  been  tranfmitted  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of 
“ any  writ  ot  error  or  appeal,  and  upon  which  no  judgement  has  been  given,  or  decree  pronounced 
“ before  the  hrft  day  of  June,  1782,  fliall,  upon  application  made,  by,  or  in  behalf  of  the  party  in 
" whofe  favor  judgment  was  given,,  or  decree  pronounced,  in  Ireland,  be  delivered  to  fuch  party, 
“ or  any  perfon  by  him  authorized  to  apply  for,  and  receive  the  fame.” 

(i 
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“ your  power  will  be  wanting  to  feciire  to  this  nation  the  complete  and  per- 
“ petual  enjoyment  of  commercial  and  conftitutional  freedom. 

“ In  that  perfiiafion,  Ave  cannot  but  reprefent  to  your  excellency,  that  as 
“ the  time  is  critical  and  important,  no  circumftances  Avhatfoever  fliould  in- 
“ duce  a change,  Avhich  might  prejudice,  but  cannot  benefit  this  country; 
“ and  your  excellency  muft  be  convinced  there  are  fituations,  in  which  the 
“ yielding  eA’en  to  the  finer  feelings  of  the  mind,  (hoArever  amiable  in  private 
“ life)  miifl  be  confidered  as  political  erroi-,  and  a defertion  of  public  duty. 

“ Your  excellency  Avill  pleafe  to  receive  this  addrefs,  not  as  the  ordinary 
“ and  common  compliment  paid  to  perfons  in  your  high  ftation,  but  as  the 
“ language  of  freemen  fenfibly  alarmed,  Avho  highly  approver  our  conduct 
“ and  revere  your  virtues ; and  Avho  Avill  not  behold  Arith  indifference  the 
“ moment,  AA'hich  fhall  terminate  your  excellency’s  adminiflration. 

“ In  teftimony  Avhereof,  Ave  liaA'e  caufed  the  common  feal  of  the  faid  city  to 
“ be  hereunto  affixed,  this  7th  day  of  March,  1783.” 

To  this  addrefs  the  folloAving  anfwer  Aras  returned: 

I am  too  fenfible  to  this  addrefs  of  affectionate  regard,  to  anfwer  it  in  the 
“ common  expreffions  of  good-Avill : my  heart  is  indeed  too  full;  and  I truly 
“ feel  an  honeft  pride  in  receiving  fuch  a teftimony  of  the  fenfe,  Avhich  the  city 
“ of  Dublin  entertain  of  my  zeal  to  promote  the  firft  object  of  my  Aviffies,  the 
“ conftitutional  and  commercial  freedom  of  Ireland.  To  fuch  an  ohje6t  I 
“ Avould  gladly  facrifice  CA'cry  private  feeling : and  as  long  as  I can  flatter 
“ myfelf,  that  ray  exertions  are  acceptable  to  his  majefty,  or  may  be  fervice- 
“ able  to  this  kingdom,  I Avill  hope  that  no  circumftances  Avill  prevent  me 
“ from  continuing  to  you  that  proof  of  my  intereft  in  your  profperity,  Avhich 
“ an  unremitting  attention  to  the  great  lines  of  an  honeft  government  can  fo 
“ truly  give.  But  in  every  fituation,  I never  can  forget  hoAV  much  I OAve  to 
“ your  aft'c6tion  ; and  my  conftant  prayer,  my  conftant  obje6l  Avill  be,  that 
“ the  honour,  pride,  and  happinefs  of  Ireland,  may  be  perpetual,  and  that  it 
“ may  be  founded  on  thefureft  bafts  of  a liberal  and  conftitutional  connexion 
“ Avith  your  filler  kingdom.” 

In  order  to  gratify  the  public  mind,  and  to  draAV  it  from  fpeculative  quef- 
.tions,  it  Avas  thought  advifeahle  to  inftitute  a new  order  of  knighthood,  that 
Ihould  give  additional  luftre  to  the  national  confequence,  Avhich  at  this  time 
appeared  to  be  the  favorite  obje6l  of  all  ranks  of  popple.  Letters  patent 
AA’ere  accordingly  palled  for  creating  a fociety,  or  brotherhood,  to  be  called, 

“ Knights 
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“ Knights  of  the  lUuJirlous  Order  of  St.  Patrick  f of  Avhich  his  majefty,  his 
heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  were  appointed  to  be  fovcreigns  ; and  the  lord-lieutenant 
for  the  time  being,  was  to  officiate  as  grand  niafter.  The  following  Avere  ap- 
pointed knights  companions  of  the  order,  viz.  His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Ed- 
Avard,  his  Grace  William  Robert  Duke  of  Leinfter,  the  Earls  of  Clanricarde, 
Antrim,  Weftmeath,  Inchiquin,  Drogheda,  Tyrone,  Shannon,  Clanbraffil, 
IMornington,  CourtOAvn,  Charlemont,  Bective,  and  Ely.  The  Archbidiop 
of  Dublin  for  the  time  being,  Avas  appointed  Chancellor;  and  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick’s,  in  like  manner,  Rcgifter;  and  Lord  Delvin,  Secretary. 

On  the  1 1th  of  IMarch,  the  Knights  AA'ere  invefted  Avith  due  folemnity  before 
the  lord-lieutenant  at  Dublin  Caftle ; and  on  the  17th  of  the  fame  month 
(being  the  feftival  of  St.  Patrick,  tutelar  Saint  of  Ireland,)  they  Avere  inhalled. 
And  the  ceremonial  of  the  inftallation  was  conducted  throughout  with  the  ut- 
moft  regularity,  order,  and  magnificence. 

Various  fpeculations  had  at  different  periods  been  fet  on  foot  in  Ireland  for 
peopling  the  country  by  an  influx  of  foreigners,  at  times  Avhen  cruelty  Avas 
inventiv’e  to  check  the  population  of  the  aboriginal  natives  of  the  foil.  But 
the  ill-judged  policy  of  liftcning  to  the  diftrefies  of  foreigners,  AV’hilft  the  more 
piercing  cries  of  their  own  fubjecfs  Avere  unheard  or  unheeded,  though  fre- 
ejuently  attempted,  has  generally  failed. 

Difputes  and  diflentions  had  long  fubfilted  between  the  ariftocratic  and  de- 
mocratic powers  in  the  republic  of  Geneva,  Avhich  had  finally  terminated  in 
favor  of  the  former,  through  the  interference  of  the  kings  of  France  and  Sar- 
dinia, and  the  cantons  of  Zuric  and  Berne.  In  confequence  of  Avhich,  a num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  the  popular  party  refolved  to  quit  a country,  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Avhich  their  Aceight  and  authority  had  been  totally  extinguilhed. 

On  this  occafion  they  turned  their  eyes  upon  Ireland,  and  commiffioners 
Avere  accordingly  fent  by  them  to  Dublin,  to  confult  and  treat  with  that  go- 
vernment in  relation  to  their  reception  into  that  kingdom.  The  commiffion- 
ers, on  their  arrival,  received  the  greateft  perfonal  attention  from  the  people  in 
general,  (then  all  aliv’e  to  every  claim  of  civil  liberty,)  but  more  efpecially 
from  the  different  corps  of  volunteers  in  the  province  of  Lein fteiy  . into  feveral 
of  Avhich,  as  a mark  of  refpedl  paid  to  the  caufe  they  came  tofolicit,  they  Avere 
chofen  as  members.  ' 

Their  requeft,  Avitb  refpedl  to  the  admiffion  of  their  countrymen  into  Ire- 
land, Avas  eagerly  complied  Avith  by  goA’ernment,  Avho,  Avith  a degree  of  avi- 
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dity,  offered  them  an  afylum  in  that  country.  Accordingly,  the  names  and. 
numbers  of  the  emigrants  from  Geneva  having  been  laid  before  the  privy 
council,  they  fixed  upon  a place  for  their  refidence  at  Paffage,  near  to  the 
contluenee  of  the  rivers  Barrow  and  Suir,  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  in 
which  diftrict  a very  confiderable  tra6t  of  land  was  then  lliortly  to  revert  to 
government;  and  this  it  was  refolved  iliould  be  appropriated  and  granted  in 
fee  to  thefe  Genevefe  fettlers,  and  the  place  named  “ New  Geneva.'”* 

The 


* The  following  warrant  was  iffued  by  the  lord-lieutenant  on  that  occafion: 

To  the  Earl  of  Tyrone,  the  Right  Hon.  .Tohn  Beresford,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Blaquiere,  K.  B. 
the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Theophdus  Clements.,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Foller,  the  Right  Hon.  Luke 
Gardiner,  the  Right  Hon.  William  Wyndham  Grenville,  the  Right  Hon.  James  Gaffe,  David  La- 
louche,  Efq.  jun.  Andrew  Caldwell,  Efq.  Traven  Hartly,  Eliq.  Alexander  Jaffray,  Efq.  and 
Melfeurs  G.  Ringler,  E.  Clavier,  Du  Roveray,  E.  Gafe,  Grenus,  and  Divernois. 

Whereas  the  Sieur  Divernois  did,  by  his  memorial  of  the  27th  of  September  laft,  reprefent  unto 
us,  that,  in  confequence  of  certain  alterations,  which  had  taken  place  in  the  political  conltitution  and 
government  of  the  Rate  of  Geneva,  a confiderable  number  of  the  citizens  and  inhabitants,  attached 
to  the  blelfings  of  a free  government,  were  difpofed,  under  affurances  of  the  enjoyment  of  certain 
privileges  and  protection,  to  fettle  themfelves  in  this  kingdom,  to  bring  with  them  their  property, 
and  to  eftablifh  here  thofe  manufactures,  which  had  rendered  tlie  citizens  of  that  Hate  fo  wealthy  j 
and  that  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  Britifli  money,  would  be  neceffary  to  enable  the 
firft  thoufand  emigrants  to  effeCt  their  purpofe,  of  which  a fum,  not  exceeding  one  half,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  defray  tlie  expences  of  their  journey,  and  the  carriage  of  tlieir  effeCts  ; and  the  remainder  to 
be  applied  in  the  building,  or  providing  houfes  for  their  reception  : and  whereas  we  did  lay  the  faid 
memorial  before  tlie  lords  of  his  majefty’s  privy  council,  who,  by  their  refolution  of  the  27th  day  of 
September  laft,  expreffive  of  tlie  importance  of  the  objeft,  and  the  advantages  to  be  fecured  to  this 
kingdom  by  the  acceflion  of  a body  of  rcfpeClable  citizens,  and  to  its  commerce,  by  the  introduction 
of  a manufiiCture  fo  extenfive  and  beneficial,  and  by  the  immediate  acquifition  of  a very  material 
addition  to  the  national  wealth,  did  unanimoufly  requeft,  that  his  majefty  would  be  graciouily  pleafed 
to  take  the  fame  into  his  royal  confideration,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  in  this  cafe,  as  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s great  wifdom  fliould  feem  meet  : and  w'e  having  tranfmitted  the  faid  memorial  and  refolution 
to  be  laid  before  the  king,  his  majefty  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  his  royal  approbation 
of  the  defign  aforefaid,  founded  upon  principles  fo  truly  interefting  to  juftice  and  humanity  : and  of 
his  royal  difpofition  to  induce  the  faid  merchants,  artifts,  and  manufacturers,  citizens,  or  inhabit- 
ants of  Geneva,  to  fettle  in  Ireland,  under  the  conviCtion,  that  by  tlieir  civil  and  religious  prin- 
ciples, their  induftry,  and  tlieir  loyalty,  tliey  would  materially  contribute  to  tlie  advantage  of  this 
kingdom. 

Thefe  are,  therefore,  to  pray  and  to  empower  you  to  confult  together,  and  to  report  unto  us  what 
agreements,  regulations,  warrants,  and  authorities,  will,  in  your  opinion,  be  neceffary  and  proper 
for  carrying  his  majefty’s  gracious  intentions  into  execution,  under  the  heads  following,  viz. 

lit.  For  the  grant  of  a fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  certain  ftate  officers,  and  to  certain  of  the 

nobility 
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Tlie  terms  infiftcd  upon  by  the  Genevefe,  previous  to  their  becoming  fub- 
jecis  of  a new  Rate,  were,  ift.  That  they  fhould  be  reprefented  in  parliament; 

2dly. 

nobility  and 'gentry  of  this  realm,  together  witli  the  fix  cominiffioners  now  in  this  kingdom  from  the 
Gene\  an5 ; the  faid  lum  to  be  granted  to  them  in  truft  for  the  ufe  of  the  Genevans  fettling  in  this 
country,  whereof  a fum,  not  exceeding  one  half,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  charges  of  their  journey, 
and  the  carriage  of  their  cfFe&,  to  be  diftributed  by  the  faid  commiflioners,  in  fuch  proportion  as 
they  fliall  think  etjuitable,  upon  the  confideration  of  the  circumdances,  the  charafter,  and  the  ta- 
lents of  each  emigrant : and  the  remainder  to  be  expended  in  the  building  a town,  and  fettling  them 
therein. 

2dly.  To  confider  the  rights,  privileges,  franchifes,  and  immunities  to  be  granted  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  faid  new  intended  town  ; and  fo  foon  as  the  general  fyftem  (hall  have  been  fubmitted 
to,  and  approved  of  by  us,  then  to  prepare  a draught  of  a charter,  which  will  be  referred  to  the  con- 
fideraiiou  of  his  majefty's  law  fersants  for  their  opinion,  and  afterwards  fubmitted  to  his  majefty 
for  his  royal  approbation,  granting  to  the  faid  citizens  of  the  New  Geneva,  the  ellablilhment  of 
magiftrates,  councils,  or  aflemblies,  with  powers  for  regulating  their  internal  concerns,  in  fuch 
manner  as  ihall  be  moft  agreeable  to  the  laws,  under  which  they  lived  happily  in  their  own  country, 
and  as  ihall  be  agreeable  to  the  difpofitions  of  the  people,  obfeiwing  nevertheleis,  that,  in  no  inllance 
whatibever,  inch  municipal  laws,  or  regulations,  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  j and, 
in  cafe  that  it  ihould  be  neceffary  to  apply  to  parliament  for  farther  powers  for  carrying  fuch  charters, 
or  purpotes,  into  execution,  then  to  prepare  a draught  or  fcheme  of  fuch  bill  or  bills,  as  may  be  nc- 
ceflary  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  legillature, 

3dlj.  To  confider  in  what  manner  a fufficient  portion  of  land  Ihall  be  fecured  to  the  laid  citizens 
of  Gene\  a,  to  examine  and  recommend  with  all  expedition  a fituation  for  their  new  town,  and  to 
confider  and  prepare  every  arrangement  which  may  expedite  the  confouction  of  it,  and  to  report 
by  what  mode  the  perfons  arriv'mg  in  this  kingdom,  ihall  from  t'une  to  time  be  accommodated,  until 
the  new  town,  ora  fufficient  portion  thereof,  Ihall  be  erected  for  their  reception:  as  alfo  in  what 
manner  the  laid  honfes  Ihall  be  diftributed  to  individuals,  or  a fufficient  portion  of  ground  to  thofe, 
who  may  wilh  to  build  at  their  own  expence ; and  'm  w hat  manner  the  freedom  of  the  new  town 
Ihall  be  fecured  to  fuch  perfons  having  been  citizens  or  inhabitanu  of  Geneva,  and  polTelTed  of 
thofe  qualifications  of  condu&  and  of  morals,  upon  which  the  fuccels  of  this  eftablilhment  muft  de- 
pend, (as  are  not  yet  arrived  or  namralized)  fo  that,  upon  their  arrival  and  naturalization,  they 
Ihall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  body  corporate  aforefaid. 

And  whereas  young  perfons  of  rank  and  fortnne,  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  reforted  to  the  city  of 
Geneva,  to  profit  from  the  fjiiem  of  education  eftablllhed  there,  under  profeiTors  of  eminence  in 
ufeful  and  liberal  ftudies  and  accomplilhments  j and  whereas  a fchool  or  academy,  formed  upon  the 
fame  principles  in  this  kingdom,  would  forward  his  majefty’s  gracious  difpofitions  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  religion,  virtue,  and  fcience,  by  improving  the  education  and  early  habits  of  youth, 
and  would  remove  the  inducements  to  a foreign  education  j and  being  condurted  with  that  attention 
to  morality  and  virtue,  which  hath  diftinguiihed  the  eftablilhments  in  that  city,  may  attraS  fo- 
reigners to  refide  in  this  kingdom  for  the  like  purpofe,  we  do  farther  pray  and  empower  you  to  cen- 
koL.U.  j>  iider 


26 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


2dly,  That  they  ihould  be  governed  by  their  own  laws.  The  firft  of  thefe 
conditions  might  have  been  a matter  of  opinion,  and  fubje6l  to  difcuffion; 
but  the  tAvo  laft  Avere  liolden  to  be  incompatible  with  the  laAVs  and  the  confli- 
tution  of  Ireland,  and  as  fuch  totally  reje6ted. 

This  difagreement  betAA'een  the  parties  on  leading  points  flopped  all  further 
procedure  in  the  bufinefs.  Some  of  the  Genevefe,  hoAA'ever,  tranfported  them- 
felves  into  Ireland ; but  they  foon  found  by  experience,  that  nothing  Avas 

fider  and  digeft  a plan  for  a fchool  and  academy  of  education,  to  be  eftablilhed  in  the  new  colony, 
and  to  make  a part  of  the  conftitution  hereof,  under  fuch  inftitution  and  regulations,  and  with  fuch 
privileges  as  may  belt  contribute  to  the  ends  hereby  propofed. 

And  we  do  pray  and  empower,  that,  after  having  given  thefe  fubjefts  in  general  the  fulleft  con- 
lideration,  you  do  report  unto  us  a particular  detail  of  what  fhall  be  thought  moft  fitting  to  be  granted 
and  ordered  for  the  advantage  and  encouragement  of  the  Genevans  fettling  in  tlris  kingdom  afore- 
faid,  and  for  the  w'elfare  and  profperity  of  the  new  colony,  that  the  neceffary  reprefentations 
thereupon  may  be  laid  before  his  majefty  without  lofs  of  time  ; fo  that  every  facility  may  be  given  to 
the  adoption  of  every  meafure  calculated  to  give  the  faid  citizens  of  Geneva  the  fulleft  proofs  of  his 
majefty’s  royal  prote6lion  and  regard. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  feal  of  arms,  at  his  majefty’s  Caftle  of  Dublin,  the  4th  day  of  April, 
1783, 

By  his  Excellency’s  command, 

S.  Hamiltok. 

The  following  letter  was  foon  after  received  by  Mr.  D’  Ivernois,  from  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton. 

SiK, 

I am  commanded  by  my  lord-lieutenant  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  has  ligned  a warrant 
to  the  proper  oflScers  to  make  out  the  draught  of  a commiflion,  to  be  fubraitted  to  his  majefty  for  his 
royal  fignature,  appointing  the  feveral  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  are  to  be  entrufted  with  the 
fettlement  in  this  kingdom  of  the  colony  of  Genevans,  as  alfo  the  draught  of  a royal  letter,  granting 
the  fum  of  50,000/.  to  thofe  commiflioners  for  thatpurpofe. 

His  excellency  has  alfo  given  farther  direftions  to  the  prime  ferjeant,  attorney  and  Iblicitor  ge- 
neral, to  prepare  a draught  of  a grant  of  a charter  of  incorporation  for  the  faid  colony,  and  draught 
of  fuch  bills  to  be  laid  before  the  parliament  at  their  next  meeting,  as  ftiall  be  requifite  for  effefting 
the  feveral  purpofes  defired. 

His  excellency  has  at  the  fame  time  commanded  me  to  aflure  you  of  his  cordial  difpofition  to  the 
new  fettlement,  and  of  his  intention  to  forward  every  meafure  which  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  pro- 
teftion  and  encouragement  of  tlie  colony,  with  as  much  difpatch  as  the  neceffary  forms  in  a bufinefs 
of  fo  much  importance  will  admit. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  regard.  Sir, 

Your’s,  &c. 

S.  Hamilton. 
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. gained  by  changing  their  fituation ; and  moft  of  them,  after  a fliort  ftay,  quit- 
ted the  kingdom. 

The  reciprocal  advantages,  Avhich  might  have  accrued  to  Ireland  and  tlic 
Genevefe  emigrants,  from  the  propofed  fettlement,  even  had  it  taken  place  to 
the  fulleft  extent,  could  never,  it  is  prefumed,  have  equalled,  or  been  in  any 
degree  proportionable  to  the  fanguine  expectations  fome  men  had  been  led  to 
form  on  this  fubjecl.  It  Ihould  be  confidered,  firft,  that  the  Genevefe  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  mechanics,  and  that  therefore  they  muft  have  been  butill-fuited, 
from  their  former  habits  of  life,  to  the  toils  of  agriculture  ; next,  that  they 
were  to  be  fettled  in  a part  of  Ireland  where  their  fupport  muft  have  arifen 
from  their  daily  labours  on  the  foil,  and  from  their  having  but  few  wants  of 
their  own  to  gratify,  more  than  from  their  ingenuity  in  forming  and  con- 
ftrucling  a variety  of  ornamental  articles,  which  the  luxury  and  riches  of  po- 
pulous and  trading  towns  can  only  create  a market  for.  Whether  or  no  this 
meafure  of  go\'ernment,  had  not  in  fa6i:  proved  abortive  as  it  did,  it  is  very 
queftionable  whether  it  would  ultimately  have  been  produ6live  of  any  real  ad- 
vantage to  that  kingdom.  Certain,  however,  it  is,  government  at  this  time 
muft  have  entertained  the  moft  implicit  and  unqualified  confidence  in  the 
fteady  attachment  of  the  volunteers  and  people  of  Ireland  to  the  conftitution 
of  their  country,  or  otherwife  they  never  could  have  levied  the  large  fum 
of  50,000/.  upon  a very  diftrefted  country,  to  purchafe  the  probable  introduc- 
tion of  turbulent  and  democratic  principles,  with  a thoufand  felf-exiled  mar- 
tyrs to  democracy,  from  the  Antibazilican  fchool  of  Geneva. 

Lord  Temple  did  not  quit  the  government  till  the  3d  of  June,  1783,  -when 
he  was  fucceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Northington.  The  reports  of  an  immediate 
dilTolution  of  parliament,  which  in  fa61  took  place  on  the  15th  of  July,  1783, 
had  thrown  the  whole  nation  into  a new  political  fever.  The  armed  body  of 
volunteers  affumed  to  themfclves,  rather  than  allowed  credit  to  their  repre- 
fen tatives  for  having  acquired  a conftitution  at  leaft  fimilar  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  They  confidered,  that  it  would  be  a difgrace  to  quit  their  arms, 
whilft  any  benefit  to  their  country  could  be  ftill  obtained  by  them ; and  they 
now  generally  bent  their  thoughts  to  the  improvement  of  the  ftate  of  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  in  parliament.  They  had  been  much  encouraged  in 
this  purfuit  by  the  fpirited  addrefles  of  the  county  of  York  and  of  other  coun- 
ties to  the  commons  in  favor  of  reform,  as  well  as  by  the  perfevering  efforts 
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of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Mr.  *Pitt,  and  other  then  popular  members,  to’ 
bring  about  a reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  England.  Com- 
mittees of  correfpondence  to  this  elfe6l  were  inftituted  with  the  mofl;  forward 
and  zealous  advocates  for  reform  in  England,  and  the  letters  received  from- 
them  were  circulated  with  avidity  throughout  Ireland. t 

On  the  ift  of  July,  1783,  at  a meeting  of  the  delegates  from  forty-five 
companies  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  afiembled  at  Lifburne  in  purfuance  of 
a public  requifition  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Sharman  in  the  chair),  k Avas  re- 
folved  unanimoufl}^  That  a general  meeting  of  the  volunteer  delegates  of  the 
province  of  Ulller,  on  the  fubjedi  of  a more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament,  is  hereby  earneftly  intreated,  ta  be  held  at  Dungannon,  on 
Monday  the  8th  day  of  September  next. 

Refolved  unanimoufiy,  That  the  following  gentlemen  (feven  to  be  a quo- 
rum) be  appointed  a committee  of  correfpondence  for  communicating  with 
the  other  corps  of  the  province,  for  taking  preparatory  fteps  to.  forAv^ard  the 

* On  the  7th  of  May,  the  day  after  the  call  of  the  houfe,  Mr.  William  Pitt  made  his  promif^ 
motion  refpe6ting  the  reform  of  parliamentary  reprefentation.  As  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  a 
committee,  propofed  laft  year,  had  formed  one  of  the  principal  objeftions  againft  the  reform  itfelR 
he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  bring  forward  fome  Ipecific  propolitions  : thefe  were, 

1 . “ That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  that  meafures  were  highly  neceflary  to  be  taken  for 
" the  future  prevention  of  bribery  and  expence  at  eledtions. 

2.  “ That  for  the  future,  when  the  majority'  of  votes  for  any  borough  fhall  be  convidted  of  groft 
" and  notorious  corruption  before  a feledt  committee  of  that  houfe,  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of 
” any  eledtion,  fuch  borough  Ihould  be  disfranchifed,  and  the  minority  of  voters,  not  fo  convidted, 
" ihould  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  county  in  which  fuch  borough  lliould  be  lituated. 

3.  “ That  an  addition  of  knights  of  the  {hire,  and  of  reprefentatives  of  the  metropolis,  {liould 
" be  added  to  the  flate  of  the  reprefentation.”  He  left  the  number  to  future  difculTion,  butfaid  he 
(hould  propofe  one  hundred. 

The  debate  continued  till  near  two  o’clock,  without  any  novelty  of  reafoning  or  diverfificatron  of 
argument.  The  number  of  petitioners  this  year  had  decreafed.  Only  fourteen  counties  appeared, 
and  mofl  of  the  petitions  had  a very  inconfiderable  number  of  names  fubferibed.  The  whole  amount 
was  faid  not  to  reach  20,000.  Amongfl  the  converts  to  the  queftion,  appeared  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland.  Theformer  of  thefe  gentlemen  made  the  houfe  an  offer  of  the 
voluntary  furrender  of  his  borough  of  Old  Sarum.  The  houfe  divided  on  the  order  of  the  day, 
ayes  2Q3,  noes  149. 

•}■  Thefe  letters  were  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Dr.  Price,  Mr.  Wyvil,  Dr.  John  Jebb,  Lord 
Effingham,  Mr.  Cartwright,  and  others. 
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intentions  of*  this  meeting,  and  for  collecting  the  heft  authorities  and  infor- 
mations on  the  fubjeft  of  a parliamentary  reform,  viz. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Sharman, 
Captain  Black, 

Dr.  Alex.  Crawford, 

Major  Burden, 

Captain  Wad.  Cunningham, 
Rev.  Mr.  Craig, 

Dr.  Samuel  Moore, 

Refolvcd  unanimoufly,  That  the 
public  prints  * 

To  the  Volunteer  Arm 


Colonel  Rowley, 

Major  John  Crawford, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Banks; 
jMr.  Robert  Thompfon, 

Captain  Thomas  Prentice; 

Lieutenant  Tomb. 

fcxllowing  addrefs  be  publifhed  in  the 
of  the  Province  of  Ulster. 


“ Fellow  Citizens,  ~ 

“ In  common  with>  every  clafs  of  Irifhmen,  you  are  fen- 
“ fible,  that  this  kingdom  for  many  centuries  might  have  continued  to  bear 
“ its  chains  in  ignoble  and  indigent  obfeurity,  had  not  an  anny  of  its  citizens, 

“ by  a great  effort,  dared  to  caft  them  off. 

“ That  the  dignified  conduct  of  that  army  lately  reftored  to  the  imperial 
crown  of  Ireland  its  original  fplendor,  to  nobility  its  ancient  privileges,  and 
“ to  the  nation  at  large  its  inherent  rights  as  a fovereign  independent  ftate ; 
“ that  by  inculcating  the  glorious  fpirit  of  toleration,  it  has  united  the  once 
diftrafted  inhabitants  of  this  country  into  an  indiffoluble  mafs,  and  pro- 
moted  the  moft  exalted  reverence  for  the  laws,  arc  fa6ts  that  will  exhibit  a 
“ fplendid  and  interefting  figure  in  the  annals  of  the  age. 

“ From  a military  inftitution,  fo  fmgular  in  its  nature  as  to  comprehend 
“ the  feveral  gradations  of  nobles,  commons,  merchants,  yeomen,  and  me- 
“ chanics,  every  fubftantial  good  w'ill  be  expected  by  wife  and  virtuous 
“ men. 

They  will  with  honeft  pride  behold  in  the  flate  an  unparalleled  combi- 
nation  of  the  military  with  the  civil  character,  exifting  only  for  the  ge- 
“ neral  interefts  of  the  community,  and  prepared,  on  the  pureft  principles  of 
“ the  conflitutron,  to  give  efficacy  to  the  v/ifiies  of  three  millions  of  people. 

“ The  idea  of  a well-digefted  parliamentary  reform,  has  ever  experienced’ 
“ a favourable  reception  in  the  uncorrupted  breafts  of  Iriffimen  and  of  Bri- 
tons.  It  has  been  unifonnly  looked  up  to  as  the  true  fource  of  public  vir- 
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“ tue  and  of  political  falvation,  by  the  firft  characters  thefe  kingdoms  have 
“ produced.  In  this  age  we  have  feen  it  v^arinly  fupported  by  that  confuin- 
“ mate  ftatefman,  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham ; and  revived  by  the  heir  to  his 
“ abilities  and  name,  the  prefent  William  Pitt.  It  has  received  the  fanftion 
‘‘  of  the  moft  eminent  and  honeft  men  in  both  houfes  of  the  Britifli  parlia- 
merit,  of  a great  number  of  the  moft  refpeclable  fliires  in  England,  and 
the  volunteer  delegates  of  the  province  of  jMunftei',  and  within  thefe 
few  days,  of  the  unanimous  vote  of  thirty-eight  corps,  reviewed  at  Belfaft. 
“ Among  the  many  glorious  effects  of  which  a more  equal  reprefentation 
“ of  the  people  of  Ireland  would  be  productive,  the  following  are  obvious  : 

“ The  deftruction  of  that  party-fpirit,  v hofe  baneful  influence  has  at  all 
“ times  been  injurious  to  the  public  weal ; a revival  of  the  native  dignity 
of  the  crown,  by  imparting  to  each  branch  of  the  legiflature  its  diftin6t 
“ and  proportional  weight ; and  the  abolition  of  that  train  of  courtly  merce- 
naries,  who  muft  ever  continue  to  prey  on  the  vitals  of  public  virtue,  till, 
the  balance  of  the  conftitution  being  reftored,  the  neceftity  for  governing 
“ by  regular  fyftems  of  fedudtion,  fliall  no  longer  exift. 

“ Then  would  the  conftituent  body  regain  its  conftitutional  control  over 
“ its  truftees,  and  venal  majorities  would  not  be  found  to  fupport  the  moft 
diflionorable  and  pernicious  meafures,  in  oppofition  to  the  fenfe  of  the 
unpolluted  part  of  the  legiflature,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the  univerfal  wiflies 
“ of  the  public,  as  to  the  true  intent  of  the  inftitution  of  parliaments. 

“ \Tith  due  deference  for  the  auguft  body,  which  we  have  prefumed  to  ad- 
drefs,  we  therefore  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  Aviflies,  that  the  volunteer  dele- 
“ gates  of  Ulfter  would  affemble  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  loyalty,  patriotifm, 
‘‘  and  firmnefs,  which  actuated  them  on  the  memorable  loth  of  February, 
1782:  to  deliberate  on  the  moft  conftitutional  means  of  procuring  a more 
“ equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  as  the  only 
“ meafure,  which  can  give  permanency  to  the  late  renovation  of  our  confti- 
“ tution,  or  reftore  that  virtue  to  the  reprefentative  body,  without  which, 
“ though  the  mere  forms  of  a free  government  may  be  preferved,  its  fpiiTt 
“ muft  inevitably  perilh, 

' “ Signed  by  order  of  the  meeting, 

“ W.  M.  Sharman,  Chairman.” 

On  the  fame  day  was  made,  publilhed,  and  fent  to  the  Dungannon  dele- 
gates the  following  report  of  a committee  of  correfpondence,  appointed  by 
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forty-five  corps,  aflembled  by  public  advertifement  at  Lifburne  on  the  firftof 
July  laft,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  information  on  the  important  fubjeft 
of  a more  equal  reprefen tation  of  the  people  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland. 

‘‘  The  committee  in  difcharge  of  the  truft  invelled  in  them,  immediately 
opened  a correfpondence  with  a number  of  the  moft  eminent  and  well  in- 
formed charafters  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  received  anfwers  fraught 
with  moft  valuable  information  on  the  fubjeft. 

“ Such  of  them  as  enter  minutely  into  the  bufinefs  will  be  fubmitted  to  the 
provincial  alfembly  if  thought  eligible,  confidering  the  length  of  their  detail,, 
and  the  great  delay  which  their  difclofure  will  unavoidably  occafion.  If  it 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  meeting,  for  the  general  diffufal  of  a body  of  know- 
ledge on  fo  great  a political  fubjecf,  the  principal  letters  will  be  publilhed  by 
the  committee’s  fecretary ; by  which  means  the  difpatch  neceffary  to  fo  great 
an  affembly  will  be  greatly  promoted. 

“ The  Yorklhire  Aflbeiation,  fo  celebrated  for  itsfpiritand  numbers,  meet 
about  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  month,  in  order  previoufly  to  receive  the  deci- 
fions  of  this  province. 

‘‘  The  fociety  for  conftitutional  knowledge  in  London,  in  which  are  enrolled 
the  names  of  the  firft  charaders  in  England  (ftrenuous  labourers  in  the  glo- 
rious bufinefs  of  reform  in  our  fifter  kingdom),  have  ordered  the  addrefles  of 
the  Ulfter  regiment,  and  of  the  forty-five  corps,  convening  the  provincial 
meeting  of  Ulfter,  to  be  entered  in  their  books,  publifiied  in  the  prints,  and- 
circulated  gratis  through  the  kingdom,  in  order  that  the  exertions  of  Ireland 
may  give  a fpur  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britilh  nation. 

“ The  committee  is  rejoiced  to  obferve,  that  the  Englifii  letters  are  full  of 
expreffions  of  a high  fenfe  of  the  Mnfdom,  fpirit,  and  unanimity,  that  have 
charafterized  the  volunteer  army  of  Ireland : and  that  they  all  concur  in 
conceiving  the  prefent  to  be  the  very  moment,  in  which  a radical  parliamen- 
tary reform  can  beft  be  efteded.  They  univerfally  agree  in  the  idea,  that  the 
delegates  at  Dungannon  ftiould  enter  into  a very  comprehenfive  view  of  the 
matter,  fo  as  the  principles  of  reform  may  be  ftrongly  marked  in  their  re- 
folves  : receiving  the  fan61ion  and  concurrence  of  a general  convention  of 
delegates  from  the  four  provinces,  a coincidence  of  fentiment  in  which  they 
hold  to  be  certainty  of  fuccefs. 

“ Founded  on  much  deliberation,  affifted  by  the  beft  information  they  could 
procure,  the  committee  have  ventured  to  prepare  refolutions,  comprehending 
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a general  fyftem  of  ideas  on  the  fubjeft,  which  they  will  take  the  Kberty, 
through  their  chairman,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sharman,  with  much  humility,  to 
move  in  the  auguft  body  of  reprefentatives  of  the  volunteer  army  of  Ulfier. 

“ The  committee  of  correfpondence  have  now  only  to  apologife  for  their  in- 
ability to  fo  weighty  a charge  : happy  if  their  labours  diall  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  their  fellow  citizens,  or  tend  in  the  mod  remote  degree  to  any  va- 
luable purpofe.  They  truft,  that  the  fpirit  of  firmnefs  and  integrity,  which 
has  already  reftored  this  ancient  kingdom  to  her  rank  in  the  nations,  will 
crown  the  8th  of  September,  1783,  as  a day  which  is  to  form  the  ground- 
work of  internal  emancipation,  on  a bafis  as  great  as  that,  on  which  our 
rights  as  an  independent  nation,  have  been  with  fuch  rapid  fuccefs  already 
eftabliflied.  ” 

Tlie  eve  of  a diflblution,  the  fpeculations  upon  the  new  eledlions,  and  the 
fuccefsful  efforts  of  the  patriots  in  the  people’s  caufe,  had  worked  up  the 
elated  minds  of  the  volunteers  to  an  enthufiafm  for  parliamentary  reform 
little  fliort  of  tliat,  which  they  had  before  evinced  for  free  trade  and  legifla- 
tive  independence.  The  date  and  conditution  of  their  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  fully  and  fairly  fet  before  their  eyes  even  by  the  mod  moderate  of  their 
leaders.  It  confided  of  three  hundred  members ; fixty-four  of  them  were 
fent  by  the  counties,  the  remainder  by  cities  and  boroughs.  The  fixty-four 
from  counties  were  in  fome  meafure,  in  the  option  of  the  people,  and  about  as 
many  more  from  the  cities  and  boroughs  might,  by  extraordinary  exertions 
of  the  people,  be  freely  chofen.  Upon  that  calculation,  the  people  by  poffi- 
bility  might  fend  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  members  to  parliament. 
The  other  boroughs,  which  were  clofe  or  fnug,  fent  the  remainder  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy-two-  Thefe  were  the  property  of  fome  few  lords  and  com- 
moners, and  being  the  majority,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  confequently  as  it 
dood  was  the  reprefen tative  of  an  aridocracy.  It  was  tothat  point  that  govern- 
ment had  been  long  tending.  It  was  their  conftant  obje^  to  keep'up  by 
means  of  this  ariftocratic  influence  in  the  commons  that  oligarchy  or  mono- 
poly of  power  in  that  kingdom,  which  it  was  found  nothing  but  an  incorpo- 
rate union  podibly  could  dilTolve,  and  which  whilft  it  laded  was  the  fatal  bane 
and  calamity  of  that  kingdom. 

The  next  public  act  towards  the  attaining  of  this  objeft,  was  a circular 
letter  for  England,  compofed  and  agreed  upon  by  the  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence, and  dated  from  Belfaft  on  the  IQth  of  July,  1783.  It  was  alfo 
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immediately  publiflied  throughout  Ireland;  and  as  it  contains  the  feelings 
and  fentiments  of  the  armed  bodies  of  Ireland,  and  they  had  been  allowed 
in  both  parliaments  to  fpeak  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
the  hiftorian  cannot  more  faithfully  tranfmit  them  to  pofterity  than  in  their 
own  words. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  circular  letter,  figned  by  the  fecretary  in  the 

name  of  this  committee,  be  forwarded  to inclofmg  a copy  of  the 

refolntions  of  the  provincial  meeting  of  volunteers  of  Munfter,  and  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  forty- five  volunteer  delegates  afiembled  at  Lifiburn  on  the 
firlt  inft.  refpecting  a parliamentary  reform. 

To  &c.  Belfaji,  \Qth  July,  1783* 

“ Your  attaclnnent  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  the  general  profpe- 
‘‘  rity  of  the  Britifii  empire,  induce  us  to  addrefs  you  on  the  prefent  great 
“ and  momentous  occafion. 

“ The  fpirit  of  freedom,  which  pervades  all  ranks  of  people  in  Ireland,  wfith 
“ the  juft  and  wife  policy  of  the  Britiih  nation,  having  for  ever  removed  all 
“ poftible  caufe  of  jealoufy  between  the  fifter  kingdoms,  and  united  us  to 
“ Britain  on  the  bafis  of  equal  liberty  and  fimilar  conftitution  ; it  becomes 
“ the  duty,  as  it  Js  the  intereft  of  each  kingdom,  to  aflift  the  other  in  their 
“ endeavours  to  reftore  to  its  ancient  purity  and  vigor,  a decayed,  enfeebled, 
“ and  fickly  conftitution. 

“ In  both  nations,  it  is  now  generally  acknowledged,  that  this  great  ob- 
“ je6t  can  be  obtained  by  no  other  means  but  by  a reform  of  the  reprefen- 
“ tation  in  parliament.  In  England,  the  meafure  has  for  the  prefent  mifear- 
“ ried,  though  fupported  by  fo  many  wife,  honeft,  great,  and  independent 
“ men.  We  truft,  however,  it  has  mifearried  only  for  a feafon,  and-  that  the 
“ next  attempt  Avill  prove  fuccefsful.  Ireland  has  now  taken  up  the  idea, 
“ and  if  we  ftiall  be  fo  happy  as  to  fee  fuccefs  crown  our  efforts,  Ave  think 
“ confiderable  Aveight  aauII  be  thereby  added  to  the  endeaA'ours  of  the  people 
“ in  England.  The  people  of  the  two  nations,  united  in  purfuit  of  the  fame 
“ important  objeft,  inuft  be  not  only  poAverful,  but  irrefiftible. 

“ The  enclofed  papers,  Avhich  Are  requeft  you  may  perufe,  Avill  ftiew  hoAV 
“ far  this  country  has  already  gone  in  determining  to  procure  a more  equal 
“ reprefentation  ; the  unanimous  refolutions  of  about  fifteen  thoufand  vo- 
“ lunteers,  already  declared  in  a very  few  Aveeks,  affure  us  the  refolves  of  the 
“ delegates  of  Ulfter,  who  are  to  aflemble  on  the  8th  of  September  next,  Avill 
VoL.  II.  E , “ be 
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“ be  no  leE  unanimous;  and  we  well  know,  that  wliat  the  volunteers  (vaft 
“ numbers  of  whom  are  freeholders)  ihall  determine  on,  the  other  freeholders' 
“ and  people  in  general,  who  are  not  volunteers,  will  adopt  and  fupport,  by 
every  means  in  their  power  : the  aged  fathers  cannot  differ  from  their  fons, 
“ refpedling  a matter,  on  which  depends  every  thing,  that  either  hold  dear  for 
“ themfelves  or  their  pofterity. 

“ That  you  may  fee  the  very  depraved  Rate  of  our  reprefentation,  it  is  ne-- 
“ celfary  to  obferve,  that  out  of  three  hundred  members,  of  which  our  Iloufe 
of  Commons  confifts,  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  are  returned  by  bo- 
“ roughs.  Thofe  one  hundred  and  ten  boroughs  are  divided  into  three 
elalfes  ; ift.  Thofe,  where  the  right  of  eledlion  is  vefted  in  the  Proteftant 
“ inliabitants  at  large  : 2d.  Thofe,  where  the  right  of  election  is  vefted  in  the 
“ chief  magiltrate,  burgelfes,  and  freemen  : 3d.  Thofe,  where  the  right  of 
“ eleftion  is  confined  to  the  chief  magiRrate  and  burgelfes,.  frequently  not 
“ exceeding  Rve  or  fix  in  number,  and  feldom  above  ten  or  twelve. 

“ AlmoR  all  the  boroughs  are  either  venal  and  corrupt,  or  implicitly  obe- 
“ dient  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  their  refpedtive  landlords,  who  didlate  to  the 
“ eleftors  in  the  moft  abfolute  manner.  Thofe  landlords  claim  by  preferip- 
“ tion  a kind  of  property  in  thofe  boroughs,  which  they  transfer  by  fale  like 
an  eftate,  and  receive  from  eight  thoufand  to  nine  thoufand  pounds  for  a- 
“ borough,  and  a feat  for  a borough  is  generally  fold  for  two  thoufand  pounds  ;• 
“ fo  that  every  feven  or  eiglit  years  the  borough  brings  in  four  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  patron.  Unhappily  for  Ireland,  our  counties  are  alfo  too 
“ much  governed  by  our  peers  and  great  men,  whofe  influence  over  many  of 
“ their  refpedlive  tenants  is  very  great.  This  confideration  has  given  rife 
“ here  to  a doubt  in  the  minds  of  fome  well-meaning  men,  as  to  the  pro- 
“ priety  of  adding  to  the  number  of  knights  of  the  Ihire,  as  generally  now, 
“ two  great  families  endeavour  to  divide  between  them  the  feats  for  the 
“ county,  the  others  remain  neutral,  or  join  the  independent  intereft.  It  is  al- 
“ ledged,  were  there  fix  feats  for  the  county,  fix  great  families  would  divide 
“ them,  and  that  to  Rich  a combination,  the  independent  freeholders  would 
“ not  be  able  to  make  any  eflTeftual  oppofitiom 

“ May  we  now  intreat,  as  a moR  important  favour  conferred  on  us,  and 
“ on  this  kingdom,  that  you  will  favor  us  with  your  fentiments  and  advice, 
“ as  to  the  beR,  moR  eligible,  and  moR  prafticable  mode  of  deftroying,  re- 
Rraining,  or  counteracting  this  hydra  of  corruption  borough-influence; 

that 
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“ that  we  may  be  enabled  to  lay  your  opinion  before  the  provincial  afiembly 
of  delegates  at  Dungannon  : and  as  our  laft  meeting  for  arranging  bufmels 
“ previous  thereto,  is  fixed  to  be  on  the  20th  of  Augull,  we  hope  you  will 
“ be  obliging  enough  to  forward  your  reply,  fo  as  to  be  with  us  about  that 
“ time. 

“ Many  apologies  are  due  for  this  long  addrefs,  and  for  the  very  great 
“ trouble  we  have  requefie-d  you  to  take ; but  we  are  young  in  politics,  and 
wifii  for  information  from  men  of  more  wifdom,  experience,  and  abilities. 
“ This  however  wo  may  venture  to  alfert,  that  if  we  can  only  be  directed  to 
the  beft  mode,  the  mafs  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  is  fo  completely  alive 
“ andfenfible  to  the  neceffity  of  a well-digefted  reform,  that  there  cannot  re- 
main  a doubt  that  what  It  attempts,  in  conjunction  with  the  virtuous  part 
“ of  England,  muft  be  eflfe6tual. 

“ The  feveral  matters  on  which  we  have  requefted  your  opinion  are  thrown 
“ into  one  view  in  the  following  queries. 

“ In  order  to  the  purity  of  parliament,  and  to  reftore  that  conftrtutional 
control,  wdiich  the  conftituent  body  fiiould  have  over  the  reprefen  tative, 

“ ift.  Is  it  necelfary  that  the  boroughs,  where  the  ele6tive  fufirage  is  veiled 
“ in  a few,  and  which  in  general  are  at  the  abiblute  difpofal  of  one  or  two 
“ perfons,  fiiould  be  disfranchifed,  and  in  their  place  the  county  reprefenta- 
tives  increafed? 

“ 2d.  The  Proteftant  inhabitants  confiil  of  near  one  million,  who  return 
three  hundred  members^  would  it  be  wife  to  iiicreafe  the  number  of  re- 
“ prefentatives  for  the  nation  at  large  ? 

“ 3d.  A plaufible  objection,  mentioned  before,  has  been  made  againft  an 
increafe  of  county  reprefeutatives ; has  that  argument  much  weight,  and 
“ if  it  has,  is  it  remediable  ? 

“ 4th.  Should  fufirage  be  extended ; and  if  it  fiiould,  who  are  the  proper 
“ obiebts  of  fuch  extenfion  ? 

o 

5th.  In  order  to  garard  againfi  undue  influence,  would  it  be  wife  to  have 
“ the  members  returned  by  ballot  ? 

“ 6th.  Would  not  a limitation  of  the  duration  of  parliament,  to  a fiiorter 
‘‘  term  than  eight' years,  have  excellent  efieCts;  and  fiiould  it  be  lei's  than  tri- 
ennial? 

“ 7th.  If  the  abolition  of  the  enflaved  boroughs  is  necelfary^  would  it  be 
“ equitable  or  expedient  that  they  be  purchafed  by  the  nation  ? 
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“ 8th.  What  fpecific  mode  of  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  Ireland  heft 
“ fuits  your  own  ideas,  confidering  the  fituation  of  this  country  ; and  what 
“ are  the  fteps,  which  you  conceive  heft  adapted  to  effedt  that  reform  ? 

“ You  will  be  fo  obliging  as  to  dire6l  your  reply  to  our  chairman,  Lieute- 
“ nant  Colonel  Sharman,  at  Lifburn. 

“ Signed  by  order, 

“ H.  Joy,  jun.  Secretary.” 

As  foon  as  the  delegates  had  come  to  unanimous  and  ftrong  refolutions 
upon  the  n^ceffity  and  nature  of  fome  parliamentary  reform  before  the  mem- 
bers were  all  returned,  in  order  to  influence  the  eledtors  in  their  choice,  and 
the  dcdled  in  their  obedience  to  the  call  and  wiflies  of  their  conftituents,  on 
the  8th  of  September,  1783,  the  following  refolutions  were  publilhed,  and 
rapidly  and  gratuitoufly  circulated  throughout  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

LTlster  Volunteer  Association. 

At  a meeting  of  two  hundred  and  feventy-two  companies  of  the  Volunteer 
Army  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  by  their  delegates  held  at  Dungannon,  on 
Monday  the  8th  of  September,  1783, 

Colonel  James  Stewart,  of  the  Tyrone  regiment,  in  the  chair, 

The  following  refolutions  were  unanimoufly  entered  into  : 

I.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  freedom  is  the  indcfeafible  birthright  of 
“ Iriflimen  and  Britons,  derived  from  the  author  of  their  being ; and  of 
“ which,  no  power  on  earth,  much  lefs  a delegated  power,  hath  a right  to 
“ deprive  them. 

II.  “ unanimoufly.  That  they  only  are  free,  who  are  governed  by 

“ no  laws,  but  thofe  to  which  they  aflent,  either  by  themfelves  in  perfon,  or 
“ by  their  reprefentatives  freely  chofen,  fuhjed  to  the  control,  and  frequently 
“ returning  into  the  common  mafs  of  conftituents. 

III.  “ Refolded  unanimoufly,  That  the  majority  of  our  Houfe  of  Commons 
“ is  nof  chofen  by  the  people,  but  returned  by  the  mandate  of  peers  or 
“ commoners  ; either  for  indigent  boroughs,  where  fcarcely  any  inhabitants 
“ exift,  or  confiderable  cities  and  towns,  where  the  ele6tion  franchife  is  veiled 
“ in  a few,  Avho  are  thus  fuffered  to  place  the  higheft  trulls  of  fociety  againll 
“ the  intereft  and  will  of  the  many,  in  the  hands  of  men,  who  feldom  a6l  as  if 
“ they  confidered  themfelves  accountable  for  their  conduft  to  the  people. 

IV.  “ Refolved 
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IV.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  by  the  ancient  conftitution  of  parlia- 
“ ments,  elections  of  reprefentatives  were  for  centuries  annual,  and  in  many 
“ inftances  more  frequent ; and  the  exercife  of  fuffVage  among  freemen 
“ univerfal. 

V.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  every  approach  to  thofe  fundamental 
“ principles,  tends  to  a renovation  of,  not  an  innovation  in  the -conftitution. 

VI.  “ unanimoufly.  That  the  elective  franchife  ought,  of  right, 

“ to  extend  to  all  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  who  are  likely  to  exercife  it,  for 
“ the  public  good. 

VII.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  prefent  inadequate  reprefentation,. 
“ and  the  long  duration  of  parliaments,  deftroy  that  balanee,  which  by  our 
“ conftitution  fliould  fubfift  between  the  three  eftates  of  the  legiflature,  ren- 
“ der  the  Commons  Houfe  independent  of  the  people,  procure  certain  majori- 
“ ties  in  favour  of  every  adminiftration,  and  threaten  either  an  abfolute  mo- 
“ narchy,  or  that  flill  more  odious  government,  a tyrannieal  ariflocracy. 

Vm.  “ therefore.  That  the  prefent  imperfe61:  reprefentation,  and 

“ the  long  duration  of  parliaments,  are  unconflitutional,  and  intolerable 
“ grievances. 

IX.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  as  the  voice  of  the  commons  of  Ireland 
“ is  no  lefs  neceflary  for  every  legiflative  purpofe,  than  that  of  either  the  king 
“ or  lords,  the  people  have  a juft  and  inherent  right  to  corre6l  the  abides  of 
“ reprefentation,  whenever  fuch  abufes  fliall  have  fo  increafed,  as  to  rob  them 
“ of  their  conftitutional  fhare  in  their  own  government. 

X.  “ Rfolved  unanimoufly.  That  it  is  the  intereft  of  parliament  itfelf  to- 
“ effect  a fubftantial  reform  ; as  the  very  exiftence  of  that  affembly  muft  be- 
“ come  precarious,  when  it  fhall  lofe  the  confidence  of  the  people,  to  whom 

originally  it  owed  its  creation,  and  from  whom  alone  its  powers  were 
“ derived. 

XL  “ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  we  folemnly  pledge  ourfelves  to  each 

other  and  to  our  country,  to  feek  a fpeedy  and  effe6tual  redrefs  of  thefe  our 
“ grievafl^:es,  and  to  co-operate  with  our  fellow  fubje^ls,  in  every  exertion 
“ neceffary  to  obtain  it.  We  call  for  the  aid  of  every  upright  fenator,  of 
“ every  man,  whether  in  Ireland  or  Great  Britain,  who  bears  or  willies  to  ac- 
“ quire  the  title  of  a ^'eeman. 

XII.  “ Rfolved  unanimoufly,  That  we  have  attended  with  admiration  to 
, “ the  noble,  though  hitherto  ineffedual  efforts,  of  thofe  illuftrious  charaHers 

“ and 
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“ and  virtuous  citizens  who,  in  England  and  Scotland,  ftrenuoufly  lahour  t& 
“ procure  redrefs  of  fimilar  grievances.  IMay  the  examples  of  the  fifter  na- 
“ tions  mutually  animate  the  inhabitants  of  each  to  perfevere  with  unremit- 
“ ting  ardour,  till  the  glorious  labour  be  linally  completed. 

XIII.  Refolved  unauimoufly.  That  a committee  (of  five  penfons  from  each 
“ county)  be  now  chofen  (by  ballot)  to  reprefcnt  this  province  in  a grand 
“ national  convention,  to  be  held  at  noon  in  the  Royal  Exchange  of  Dublin, 
“ on  the  iOth  day  of  November  next;  to- which  we  truft  each  of  tlie  other 
“ provinces  will  fend  delegates,  to  digeft  and  publifli  a plan  of  parliamentary 
“ reform,  to  purfue  fuch  ineafures  as  may  appear  to  them  moft  likely  to  ren- 
der  it  effectual,  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and  convene  provincial  meet- 


ings  if  found  neceffary. 


The  following  gentlemen  were  accordingly  chofen  by  ballot,  viz. 

Delegates. 


Antrim. 

Colonel  O’Neill 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Sharman 
Colonel  Rowley 
Captain  \V.  Todd  Jones 
Colonel  T.  M.  Jones. 

Armagh. 

Earl  of  Charlemont 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Brownlow 
Sir  Capel  Molyneux 
Lieut.  Colonel  Sir  Walter  Synott 
Captain  James  Dawforu 
Caxan. 

Lord  Farnham 
The  Hon.  J.  J.  IMaxwell 
Captain  Francis  Saunderfon 
Colonel  George  jMontgoniery 
Captain  Henry  Clements. 

Donegal, 

Colonel  Alexander  Montgomery 
Colonel  John  Hamilton 


Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Stewart 
Colonel  Robert  AFClintock 
Lieutenant  Colonel  C'harles  Nefbitt. 
Doxim. 

Colonel  Robert  Stewart 
Captain  Matt.  Forde,  jun. 

IMajor  Crawford 
Col.  Pat.  Savage 
Captain  Gavin  Hamilton. 

Fermanagh. 

Colonel  Irvine 
Colonel  Sir  Arthur  Brooke 
Captain  A.  C.  Hamilton 
Jafon  Hazard,  Efq. 

Captain  James  Armftrong. 

Londonderry. 

Lord  Bifliop  of  Derry  • 

Col.  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Conolly 
Col.  Right  Horn  Echvard  Carey  - 
Captain  Lecky 
Captain  Fergufon. 


Monaghan. 
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Colonel  Stewart 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Montgomery 


Monaghan.  Tyrone. 

Colonel  Charles  Powell  Leflie 
Colonel  Francis  Lucas 
Colonel  John  Montgomery  Colonel  James  Alexander 

Captain  William  Foriter  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chaiieton 

Colonel  James  Hamilton  Captain  Eccles. 

XIV.  “ R^/rer/ unanimoufly,  That  it  be  an  inhimdiion  to  faid  com- 
“ inittee,  that  the  delegates  from  each  county  do  prepare,  and  carry  with 
“ them  to  the  national  convention,  an  account  of  all  the  cities,  towns,  and 
“ boroughs  of  this  province,  the  mode  of  election  in  fuch  as  at  prefent  return 
“ members  to  parliament,  as  near  as  may  be  the  proportionate  number  of 
“ Proteftant  and  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  in  each,  and  a conjedture  of 
“ their  comparative  properties. 

XV.  “ Refolved  unanimouily.  That  Ave  are  decided  in  opinion  that  the 
“ reprefentatives  of  the  people  ought  not  in  future  to  confent  to  any  bill  of 
“ fupply  for  a longer  term  than  twelve  months,  nor  more  than  fix  months, 
“ until  a complete  redrefs  of  the  aforefaid  grievances  be  obtained.” 

The  following  Addrefs  of  the  Firft  Regiment  of  Irifli  Brigade,  to  the  Chair- 
man of  this  Affociation,  on  the  15th  of  February,  1782,  being  read  : 


“ To  Colonel  William  Irvine,  Chairman  of  the  Ulfter  Volunteer  Dele- 
“ gates,  alfembled  at  Dungannon,  February  13,  1782. 

“ Sir, 

“ I AIM  diredled  by  the  Firft  Regiment  of  Irifti  Brigade,  to 
“ acquaint  you,  that  on  the  22d  day  of  laft  month,  at  a full  meeting  of  that 
“ corps,  they  unanimouily  adopted  the  rcfolutions  of  the  Ulfter  delegates 
“ aflembled  at  Dungannon,  on  Friday,  the  15th  day  of  February  lafL 

“ To  that  alfembly,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  which  is  the 
“ gloiy  of  the  prefent  times,  and  muft  be  the  wonder  of  futurity,  Ireland 
“ owes  her  emancipation. 

“ Toleration,  the  offspring  of  benevolence  and  wifdom,  was  no  fooner 
“ adopted  by  that  illufirious  body,  than  received  and  cheiilhed  through  the 
“ wdiole  nation,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  from  a divided,  became  an 
united  people. 

“ You,  Sir,  and  the  highly  refpeflable  body,  of  w’hich  you  are  chairman, 
“ will  hear  with  pleafure  of  every  acceflion  of  ftrength  to  the  volunteer  ai  my  : 
“ I am  happy,  therefore,  to  acquaint  you,  that  this  regiment,  though  but  four 

“ montlis 
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“ months  embodied,  is  numerous  and  refpe6lable,  a circumftance  fufiicient  to 
“ convince  the  world,  that  the  public  virtue  of  this  kingdom  daily  increafes, 

“ and  that  the  glorious  flame  of  liberty  blazes  through  the  nation. 

“ At  this  great  crifis,  when  the  weftern  world,  while  laying  the  foundation 
‘‘  of  a rifmg  empire,  temptingly  holds  out  a fyftem  of  equal  liberty  to  man- 
“ kind,  and  waits  M'ith  open  arms  to  receive  the  emigrants  from  furrounding 
“ nations;  we  think  it  a duty  we  owe  to  our  country,  to  promote,  as  far  as 
“ our  example  canreach,  an  affedionate  coalition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland. 

“ Animated  by  this  fentiment,  and  convinced  that  national  unanimity  is  the 
‘‘  bafis  of  national  ftrength,  this  regiment  affords  a ftriking  inffance  how  far 
“ the  divine  fpirit  of  toleration  can  unite  men  of  all  religious  deferiptions  in 
“ one  great  object,  the  fupport  of  a free  conftitution. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

“ With  the  higheft  refpe6t, 

“ Your  faithful  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

“ John  Sutton,  Prefident. 

XVI.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  this  aflbeiation  entertain  the  moft 
“ grateful  fenfe  of  the  approbation  of  fuch  liberal  and. patriotic  men  as  com- 
“ pofe  that  refpe6table  body;  that  we  rejoice  in  the  acceffion  of  their  abilities 
“ to  the  common  caufe,  and  that  we  will  be  happy  to  co-operate  with  them 
“ in  effecling  the  complete  liberty  and  happinefs  of  the  good  people  of  this 
“ kingdom. 

XVII,  “ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  following  addrefs  to  the  volun- 
“ teer  annies  of  the  provinces  of  Munfter,  Leinfter,  and  Connaught,  be 
“ printed  Muth  thefe  refolutions. 

“ To  the  Volunteer  Armies  of  the  Provinces  of  Munfter,  Leinfter, 

“ and  Connaught. 

“ Fellow  Subjects, 

“ THE  tranfeendant  events,  which  our  united  efforts  have 
' “ produced,  prefent  an  eminent  inffance  of  the  protefting  hand  of  heaven  ; 

“ whilft  the  progrelTive  virtue  and  general  union’  of  the  people,  naturally 
“ prompt  them  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  an  unrivalled  conftitution,  and  to  vindi- 
“ cate  the  inherent  rights  of  men.  / 

“ The  moft  important  work  yet  remains,  which  negle61ed,  our  paft  attain- 
“ ments  are  tranfitory,  unfubftantial,  infecure!  an  extenfion  to  thoufands  of 

“ our 
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**  our  beloved  fellov-citiz<?ns  of  a franchife,  comprehending  the  very  elTencc 
of  liberty  ; and  drawing  the  line  which  precifely  feparates  the  freeman  from 
■“  the  flave. 

“ Suffer  us  therefore,  to  conjure  you  by  every  endearing  tie,  that  connects 
man  \»nth  man,  with  uncealiog  zeal  to  purfue  one  of  the  moft  glorious  ob- 
jed^s,  that  ever  agitated  the  human  mind  ; a reftoration  of  drtue  to  a fenate 
long  unaccuftomed  to  fpeak  the  voice  of  the  people ; a renovation  of  the 
“ ancient  balance  of  vour  arovernment : and  a linn  eftablilhment  of  the  lirfl 
“ gifts  of  nature,  on  the  ruins  of  an  avowed  corruption,  at  once  the  bane  of 
“ morals  and  of  liberty. 

“ From  a grand  national  convention,  diftinguilhed  by  integrity,  and  in- 
fpired  with  the  courageous  fpirit  of  the  couftitution,  every  bleffng  muff 
■“  refult- 

“ With  one  voice  then,  the  voice  of  united  millions,  let  Ireland  affert  her 
claim  to  freedom  ! 

“ Through  her  four  provincial  alfeniblies,  let  her  temperate  declarations 
“ flow  to  one  common  centre ; and  there,  matured  into  an  extenflve  plan  of 
reform,  be  produced  as  the  folemn  ad  of  the  volunteer  army  of  Ireland  : 
as  a demand  of  rights,  robbed  of  svliich,  the  un-animated  forms  of  a free 
“ government  ^voukl  be  a curfe ; and  exiftence  itfelf^  ccafe  to  be  a bleffng, 

Friexds  and  Couxtrtmex, 

“ THE  eyes  of  an  enlightened  world,  are  this  inftant  upon 
ns  ! Munfter  has,  in  part,  already  led  the  way  : and  millions  of  our  fellow- 
fubjetts  of  Britain,  in  whom  the  flame  of  liberty  ftill  bums  with  lultre,  be- 
hold  with  delight  our  exertions  in  tlie  common  caufe ; and  in  our  fuccefs, 
fee  the  certain  harbinges  of  their  own. 

“ Let  the  reflection  that  Greece,  the  feat  of  liberty  and  of  fcience;  that 
“ Rome,  the  miftrefs  of  the  world ; and  that  innumerable  ftates,  once  flou- 

riihing  and  free,  now  lay  proftrate  by  the  hand  of  tyranny  ; Teach  Ire- 

“ land  wifUom.  To  our  deliberative  aflcmblies  they  convey  awful  warning  to 
“ be  fpirited,  unanimous,  and  firm ; left  the  'prefent  wretched  condition  of 
other  countries  be  foon  the  fate  of  our  ovti! 

“ May  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  univerfe  crown  bis  other  bleffngs,  by 
being  prefent  with  us,  by  promoting  union  and  the  love  of  our  country 
“ among  all  ranks  of  men;  and  by  finally  directing  our  exertions  to  virtue, 
libertv,  and  peace,” 

Vol'iL 
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A fpecific  plan  of  parliamentary  reform  being  produced,  and  read  by  tlie 
committee  of  correfpondence. 

XVIII.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  faid  plan  be  referred  to  the  confi- 
“ deration  of  the  national  convention  ; and  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting 
“ be  prefented  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Sharman,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
“ committee  of  correfpondence,  for  their  great  trouble  in  colle6ting  informa- 
“ tion  on  a parliamentary  reform,  and  for  their  abilities  and  zeal  in  digefting 
matter  for  the  meeting  of  this  day. 

XIX.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  pre- 
“ fented  to  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Derry,  for  his  attendance  and  affiftance  in  the 
“ bufmefs  of  this  day  ; for  his  warm  attachment  to  the  volunteer  caufe  ; and 
“ for  proving  himfelf  the  Ready  friend  to  the  liberties  of  Ireland  upon  all 
“ occafions. 

XX.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  fmcere  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
prefented  to  the  inhabitants  of  Dungannon,  for  their  very  polite  conduct ; 

“ and  to  the  Dungannon  Battalion,  for  their  vdgilant  condu6t,  when  on  guard 
“ this  day. 


XXI.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  we  lament  that  unavoidable  bufmeft 
“ of  confequence,  prevented  our  late  chairman.  Colonel  William  Irvine, 
“ from  attending  this  meeting ; and  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
“ tranfmitted  by  our  fecretary  to  Colonel  William  Irvine,  for  his  polite  letter 
“ of  excufe,  for  his  non-attendance  this  day. 

“ James  Stewart,  Colonel  of 
“ the  Tyrone  Regiment, 

James  Dawson,  Captain  of 
“ the  Orier  Grenadiers, 


Chairman. 


Secretary. 


Colonel  James  Stewart  having  left  the  chair.  Colonel  Robert  Stewart,  of 
the  FirR  Independent  County  of  Down  Regiment,  was  unanimoufly  called 
thereto,  and  having  taken  the  chair  accordingly, 

XXII.  “ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  particular  thanks  of  this  meet- 
^ingT)e  prefented  to  Colonel  James  Stewart,  for  his  very  great  propriety  of 
“•conduct  in  the  chair. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  prefented  to 
our  fecretary,  Captain  James  Dawfon,  for  his  very  particular  attention  and 

“ ability 
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‘f  ability  in  the  clifcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  laborious  office  of  fecretary  to 
the  volunteer  alfociation  of  this  province. 

“ Robert  Stewart,  Colonel 

“ Firft  Independent  County  > Chairman. 

“ of  Down  Regiment,  J 

On  the  14th  of  Otlober,  1783,  the  new  Irilh  Parliament  met,  when  Mr. 
(now  Lord)  Pelham,  the  fecretary  to  Lord  Northington,  propofed  IMr.  Pery, 
who  was  again  elefted  fpeaker  unanimoufly,  The  lord-lieutenant  opened  the 
feffion  with  the  following  fpeech  ; 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ IT  is  with  more  than  ordinary  fatisfaclion,  that,  in  obe- 
“ dience  to  his  majefty’s  commands,  I meet  you  in  the  full  poffeffion  and  en- 
“ joyment  of  thofe  conftitutional  and  commercial  advantages,  which  have 
“ been  fo  firmly  eftablilhed  by  your  laft  parliament.  The  facred  regard,  on 
“ the  part  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  adjuftment  made  with  Ireland  at  that  pe- 
“ riod,  has  been  abundantly  teftified  by  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  of  fince- 
rity  and  good  faith. 

“ It  M'ill  ever  be  my  wifii,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  promote  the  mutual  confi- 
“ dence  of  both  kingdoms,  and  the  uniting  them  in  fentiments  as  they  are  in 
“ interefi,  fuch  an  union  muft  produce  the  moft  folid  advantages  to  both, 
“ and  will  add  vigour  and  ftrength  to  the  empire. 

“ I fincerely  congratulate  3’ou  on  the  happj"  completion  of  his  majefty’s 
“ anxious  endeavours  to  reftore  the  bleflings  of  peace  to  his  faithful  people. 
“ The  eftabliflnnent  of  the  public  tranquillity  is  peculiarly  favorable  at  this 
“ period,  and  will  naturally  give  fpirit  and  effeft  to  your  commercial  purfuits. 
“ Both  kingdoms  are  now  enabled  to  deliberate  with  undivided  attention  on 
“ the  fureft  means  of  increaling  their  profperity,  and  reaping  the  certain  fruits 
“ of  reciprocal  affeftion. 

“ I have  the  higheft  fatisfaclion  in  acquainting  you  of  the  increafe  of  his 
“ majefty’s  domeftic  happinefs,  by  the  birth  of  another  princels. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I have  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  the  national  ac- 
“ counts  before  you.  From  thence  j^ou  will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  cir- 
“ cumftances  of  the  kingdom  ; and  I rely  upon  your  wifdom  and  loyalty  to 

11  Cora,  Joum.  p.  II. 
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“ make  fuch  provifion  as  fhall  be  fitting  for  the  honorable  fupport  of  bis  ma- 
“ jefty's  government. 

“ My  Lords  AND  Gentlemen^, 

“ THE  miferies  of  an  approaching  famine  have  been  averted 
by  the  blefling  of  Divine  Providence  upon  the  meafures,  which  the  privy 
“ council  advifed;  the  good  effe6ts  of  which  were  foon  vifible,  in  the  imme- 
“ diate  redu6lionof  the  price  of  grain,  and  the  influx  of  a valuable  and  necef- 
“ fary  fupply  to  the  market.  Any  temporary  infringement  of  the  laws  to 
“ efi'ed;  fuch  falutary  ends,  Avill,  I doubt  not,  receive  parliamentary  fan6iion. 

“ Among  the  many  important  objefts  which  demand  your  attention,  I re- 
“ commend  to  your  confideration  laws  for  regulating  the  judicature  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  and  for  making  a new  eftablifhment  of  the  poft  office. 

“ The  linen  manufafture  being  the  ftaple  of  your  country,  it  is  needlefs  for 
me  to  recommend  perfeverance  in  the  improvement  of  that  moft  important 
“ article. 

“ The  fifiiery  on  your  coafts  will  claim  your  attention  as  a promifingfburce 
“ of  wealth  to  this  kingdom,  and  the  encouragements  granted  to  it,  will,  no 
“ doubt,  be  regulated  by  you  in  the  manner  moft  likely  to  produce  the  beft 
“ effeft,  and  leaftfubje6t  to  fraud  and  impofition. 

“ The  Proteftant  charter  fchools,  an  inftitution  founded  in  wiftlom  and  hu- 
“ inanity,  are  alfo  moft  eminently  entitled  to  your  care. 

“ I recommend  likewife  to  your  attention  the  propofals  adopted  by  go- 
“ vernment  for  providing  an  afylum  for  the  diftrefled  Genevans.  It  well 
becomes  the  generofity  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  extend  their  protection 
“ to  ingenious  and  induftrious  men,  who  may  prove  a valuable  acquifition  to. 
“ this  country,  which  they  hav^e  preferred  to  their  own.  But  in  forming 
this  eftabliihment,  you  wull  doubtlefs  confider  it  as  a part  of  your  duty  to 
“ avoid  unnecefl’ary  expence,  and  ultimately  to  fecure  the  utmoft  advantages 
“ to  your  country. 

“ I anticipate  the  greateft  national  benefits  from  the  wifdom  and  temper 
of  parliament,  when  I confider  that  the  general  election  has  afforded  you 
“ an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  internal  circumftances  of  the  country,  and 
“ of  judging  by  what  regulations  you  may  beft  increafe  its  induftry,  encou- 
rage  its  manufactures,  and  extend  its  commerce. 

“ In  the  furtherance  of  objeCts  fo  very  defirable  to  yourfelves,  I affure  you 
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“ of  every  good  difpofition  on  my  part ; fenfible  that  in  no  manner  I can 
“ better  fulfil  the  wilhes  and  commands  of  our  gracious  fovereign,  than  by 
“ contributing  to  tlie  welfare  and  happinefs  of  his  loyal  fubjefts.  With  an 
“ honeft  ambition  of  meriting  your  good  opinion,  and  with  the  warmeft  hope 
“ of  obtaining  it,  I have  ventured  upon  my  prefent  arduous  fituation  ; and 
“ with  fentiments  pure  and  difinterefted  towards  you,  I claim  your  advice, 
“ and  firmly  rely  upon  your  fupport.” 

Lord  Sudley  moved  the  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  crown,  and  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  Totnum  Loftus;  to  which  no  oppofition  was  given.  His  lordlhip 
moved  alfo  on  the  firft  day  of  the  leflion,  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  different 
corps  of  volunteers  in  Ireland  for  their  effe6lual  fupport  to  the  civil  magiftrates 
in  fuppreffmg  all  tumults  and  riots,  and  preferving  peace  and  good  order 
throughout  the  kingdom.  And  it  was  refolved  nem.  con.  that  the  thanks  of 
that  houfe  fhould  be  given  to  the  volunteers,  for  the  fpirited  endeavours  to 
provide  for  the  protection  of  their  country,  and  for  their  ready  and  frequent 
afliftance  of  the  civil  magiftrate  in  enforcing  the  due  execution  of  the  laws. 
And  the  flierifts  of  the  different  counties  Avere  ordered  to  communicate  this 
refolution  to  the  different  corps  within  their  refpeclive  fhrievalties. 

This  appears  to  have  been  a guarded  motion  on  the  part  of  government,, 
calculated  to  prevent  any  other  motion,  likely  to  have  been  dicfated  by  the 
intemperance  of  fome  volunteer  member,  that  might  have  attributed  very 
different  effeCts  to  the  armed  affociations,  as  very  different  effeCts  Avere  un- 
queftionably  produced  by  them,  than  the  mere  fuppreflion  of  riots : for  M e 
read  of  feAV  that  exiffed  from  their  arming  up  to  that  period  (except  in  the 
fouth,  Avhere  they  Avere  fupprefled  by  the  army.) 

On  the  fecond  day  of  the  feffion,  Mr.  Gardiner  moved  a vote  of  thanks  to 
the  late  governor  Lord  Temple.  He  faid,  that  this  nobleman  had  received 
addrefles  of  thanks  from  every  county  in  that  kingdom,  for  his  conduct  as 
chief  governor,  as  each  of  his  public  meafures  carried  Avitb  it  fo  much  Avif- 
dom  and  integrity ; and  in  his  private  character  he  had  concurred  in  every 
thing  tending  to  the  intereft  of  Ireland ; and  had  laid  dowm  inch  plans,  as 
Avould  have  been  a national  benefit,  had  he  continued  in  the  government  of 
that  nation  : that  he  had  been  addreffed  fiom  perlbns  of  all  ranks  Avhat- 
ever ; ami  that  nothing  but  the  fanCtion  of  this  houfe  Avas  neceffary  to  render 
the  thanks  of  the  people  of  that  country  univerfal. 
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Mr.  Cuffe  feconded  the  motion,  having  been  witnefs  to  the  many  anxious 
days  and  nights  he  had  fpent  in  preparing  plans  to  promote  the  welfare  of  that 
countrv',  which,  had  he  ftaid  long  enough  in  Ireland  to  have  put  in  execu- 
tion, would  have  been  highly  approved  of. 

*Mr.  Adderly  oppofed  the  motion,  and  alfigned  his  reafons  for  dilfenting 
from  the  vote  of  thanks.  He  would  be  glad  to  know  what  good  he  had  done 
for  Ireland  ; he  infifted  he  had  done  nothing  meritorious.  The  addreffes  pre- 
fented  to  him  were  procured  by  himfelf 

Sir  Henry  Cavendilh  faid,  he  could  very  well  fuppofe  that  fome  gentlemen 
had  opportunities  of  knowing  the  integrity  and  wifdom  of  Earl  Temple ; but 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  fit  the  houfe  Ihould  have  authentic  evidence  of  it  before 
they  paffed  a vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Temple,  who  never  met  parliament.  In 
his  opinion,  this  queftion  fliould  be  poftponed  for  a few  days  ; they  would 
then  fee  whether  he  had  the  economical  hand,  which  had  been  mentioned. 
Public  fame  had  not  fpoken  of  Lord  Temple,  as  he  has  been  fpoken  of  in  that 
houfe  ; public  fame  reprefented  him  as  a jobber. 

Mr.  St.  George  alfo  oppofed  the  refolution  propofed,  obferving,  that  there 
were  fome  characters  of  fuch  a nature,  that  the  lefs  he  faid  about  them  the 
better ; and  he  looked  upon  Lord  Temple,  as  a chief  governor,  in  that  light : 
that  with  refpeCt  to  the  department,  to  which  he  belonged,  his  lordlliip  left  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  barracks  greater  than  he  found  it,  and  under  his  own  new 
ideas  of  reform  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a confiderable  increafe  of  expence 


* Three  gentlemen  only  out  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Commons,  Hood  forth  In  tlie  invidious  light 
of  oppoling  this  vote  of  thanks.  Mr.  Adderly  affigned  as  his  reafon  for  it,  the  lord-lieutenant’scru- 
elty  in  profecuting  him  as  a defaulter  to  government,  notwithftanding  his  clerk  at  the  barrack  board 
had  owned  the  embezzlement,  and  he  had  promifed  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  fome  few 
months.  The  attorney-general,  and  fome  others,  treated  both  Mr.  Adderly  and  Sir  Henry  Caven- 
difli,  as  debtors  to  the  king  The  latter  denied  it : and  Mr.  St.  George  boafted  that  Sir  Henry 
Harftonge  for  Cork,  Mr.  John  Beresford  for  Waterford,  Sir  Samuel  Bradftreet  for  the  City  of 
Dublin,  anfwered  for  the  addreffes  to  Lord  Temple  being  fpontaneous  and  unfolicited.  Mr.  Ad- 
derly, in  explanation,  confined  himfelf  to  the  addreffes  of  the  Roman  Catholics  : and  he  faid  in 
debate,  that  he  verily  believed  he  was  no  Proteftant,  becaufe  his  carriage  had  been  feen  near  the 
door  of  a Catholic  chapel.  (2  Pari.  Debates,  p.  12.)  The  honorable  member  was  probably  more 
fore  at  the  lieutenant’s  communications  with  the  crown  folicitor,  than  with  a prieft  in  the  con- 
fellional. 
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to  the  kingdom  under  that  liead  : that  he  admitted  his  lordfliip  deferred  praife 
for  his  great  affiduity  in  bufmefs ; and  he  believed  he  could  not  be  charged 
with  want  of  integrity  to  the  public  ; but  that  he  doubted  his  wifdom,  for  he 
certainly  wanted  judgment ; that  in  his  opinion,  there  had  not  been  any  lord- 
lieutenant  there  during  the  prefent  century,  more  unfit  to  govern  that  king- 
dom as  a reprefentative  of  majefty,  than  Lord  Temple  ; for  he  was  of  an  arbi- 
trary difpofition  ; and  if  he  had  remained  there  long  enough  to  hold  a feffion 
of  parliament,  he  was  confident  it  wonld  neither  have  contributed  to  his 
honor,  or  to  the  profperity  or  quiet  of  the  people. 

*On  the  28th  of  Octolx'r,  Sir  Henry  Cavendifli  moved,  that  the  condition 
of  that  country  demanded,  that  every  pra6ti  cal  retrenchment  confiftcnt^with 
the  fafety  thereof,  and  with  the  honorable  fupport  of  his  majefty ’s  govern- 
ment, fhould  be  made  in  its  expences.  This  motion  brought  on  a divifion, 
which  afcertained  the  force  of  the  oppofition,  which  had  been  raifed  againft  the 
adminiftration  of  Lord  Northington.  The  truth  of  the  propofition  was  admit- 
ted on  all  fides  of  the  houfe  : the  regularity  of  hringing  it  forward  before  the 
national  accountshad  been  examined,  was  denied  by  IMr.  Mafon,  and  all  on  the 
treafury  bench,  who  had  been  at  all  converfant  with  the  pradices  of  that  houfe 
and  the  public  offices : the  expediency  of  it  Avas  \ iolently  oppofed  by  IMr. 
Grattan,  and  fuch  of  the  patriotic  whigs  as  fided  Avuth  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion. ^fr.  Flood,  on  the  other  fide,  Avarmly  fupported  his  friend’s  motion  ; 
though  he  recommended  an  amendment  in  it,  by  introducing  the  words,  and 
that  the  military  ejlablijhment  in  its  prefent  Jtate  affords  room  for  effectual  re- 
trenchment. If  minifters  meant  economy,  they  Avould  agree  Avith  that  amend- 
ment ; if  not,  (alluding  to  the  lord-lieutenant’s  fpeech)  they  meant  to  amufe 
them  only  Avith  idle  Avoids. 

Sir  EdAvard  NeAvnham  Avas  remarkably  violent  in  the  debate ; afferting,  that 
the  Britifli  miniftry  had  taken  the  royal  clofet  by  affault,  under  the  pretence 
of  economy,  and  leffening  the  undue  influence  of  the  crown;  they  had  de- 
ceived the  people  : for  in  Ireland,  their  fubftitutes  proved  the  friends  of  prodi- 
gality, and  enemies  to  economy:  in  poAver,  their  fentiments  and  actions  Avere 
the  A^ery  reverfe  of  Avhat  they  Avere  Avhen  out  of  poAver.,  The  hypocrify  Avas 
too  daring.  This  debate  became  fo  perfonal  and  over  heated  between  the  tn  o 
rival  patriots,  ^Meffrs.  Flood  and  Grattan,  that  they  Avere  both  ordered  into 


* 11  Joiirn.  Commons,  p.  S6. 
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cuflocly,  in  order  to  prevent  any  mifchievous  confequences  of  their  unhappy 
difference.  Their  perfonal  invedlives  M^ere  illuftrative  of  many  traits  of  the 
Irifli  government.*  The  divifion  was,  for  the  motion  27,  againft  it  84  ; a 
majority  of  57  in  favor  of  government. 

On  the  3d  of  'November,  1783,  ]\Ir.  Flood  returned  again  to  the  neceffity 
of  retrenchment  in  the  military  eftablifhment,  as  the  only  folid  ground  of 
oeconomy.  To  reduce  the  civil  lift,  he  contended,  would  he  frivolous,  pitiful, 
and  undeferving  the  name  of  oeconomy,  and  therefore  ought  to  bring  con- 
tempt on  fuch,  as  would  venture  to  reft  folely  there.  Not  that  he  thought 
the  civil  lift  ought  to  efcape  the  pruning  hand  of  that  houfe,  for  every  little 
would  help  : but  fo  materially  did  their  then  expenditures  exceed  their  in- 
' come,  that  the  whole  civil  lift  being  ftruck  off,  would  by  no  means  equal  them ; 
to  begin  with  that  therefore  was  ridiculous : that  that  was  the  proper  time 
for  entering  on  the  difeuftion,  no  man  could  deny  : if  they  waited  till  the 
committee  of  the  fupply  fat,  they  would  be  told,  it  was  too  late.  So  rapid 
and  conftant  too  had  their  extravagance  been,  that  no  time  lliould  be  loft  in 
interpofing  on  behalf  of  their  diftrelfed  country.  In  the  year  1755  they  were 
not  in  debt  .:  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  war,  they  were  not  in  debt.  At  the 
conclufion  of  the  war,  they  owed  but  5C0,000/.  yet  in  the  time  of  peace,  they 
quadrupled  that  debt,  notwithftanding  the  people  and  manufadtures  were 
hurthened  with  new  and  exceftivc  taxation.  Their  revenue  had  increafed, 
and  their  debts  had  kept  pace  with  it.:  fmee  the  augmentation  was  voted, 
fuch  had  been  regularly  the  courfe  of  things.  Let  the  virtue  then  of  1783, 
correct  the  abufes  of  17  2. . The  caufes  had  originated  in  the  breach  of  faith 
of  the  minifter  of  that  day : a man  as  able  as  he  was  crafty  : a man  who 
wanting  natural,  had  fubftituted  pecuniary  influence ; who  unconnedfed 
wdth  Ireland,  had  great  native  connexions  to  oppofe  : thus  fituated,  he  at  firft 
carried  his  ideas  fo  far,  that  he  applied  for  an  augmentation  of  20,000  men  ; 
but  that  was  fo  truly  laughable,  that  it  was  fcouted.  This  unreafouable  plan 
\vas  reduced  to  15,000  men;  but  forefeeing,  that  it  would  not  be  eafy  to 
carry  even  that  point  at  one  ftroke,  he  artfully  introduced  a refolution,  that 
12,000  men  were  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  knowing  that  we 
dared  not  meddle  with  the  3500,  which  we  had  always  paid  for  England. 

* Tliey  are  given  as  reported  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Parliamentary  (Irilh)  Debates,  Ap- 
pend. No.  LXX.  They  exhibit  a curious  fpeSacle  of  two  fuch  great  orators  defeending  into  the 
moft  pitiable  and  invidious  perfonalities. 
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Thus  did  they  become  dupes  to  his  ambition,  and  were  fuddled  with  an 
army  of  officers,  not  privates  ; an  army  of  expence,  not  of  ufe ; an  army  of 
the  minifter,  not  of  the  people.  Then  the  report  of  the  committee  in  1708, 
Rating  the  burthenfome  military  eftablifhment  as  the  caufe  of  the  great  na- 
tional inability  and  diftrefs,  having  been  read  by  the  clerk,  Mr.  Flood  moved, 
“ That  an  humble  addrefs  Ihould  be  prcfented  to  his  majefty,  Rating  the 
“ fame,  and  that  fmce  an  augmentation  had  taken  place,  additional  burdens 
“ had  been  laid  on,  by  which  they  had  been  prevented  from  making  any 
“ efiedtual  retrenchment,  but  had  much  increafed  the  expence  of  the  nation.” 

Mr.  Denis  Browne  entirely  coincided  in  the  motion  of  the  Right  Honora- 
ble gentleman,  and  if  miniRers  Riould  oppofe  that  great  oeconomical  meafure, 
it  muR  appear  to  that  houfe,  that  their  intentions  and  declarations  were  M-idely 
different : and  he  had  no  doubt  but  many  refpedtable  gentlemen,  whom  he 
faw  difpofed  to  concur  with  the  adminiRration,  would  abandon  it. 

The  attorney  general  fpoke  Rrongly  againR  the  motion,  as  did  alfo  Sir 
John  (now  Lord)  Blaquiere,  Mr.  Ogle,  Sir  Hercules  Langriflie,  Mr.  Conolly, 
the  provoR,  and  feveral  others  : amongR  whom  in  particular  the  recorder  re- 
ferred to  the  volunteers,  whom  he  now  Rrongly  recommended  to  return  to 
their  occupations.  Was  garrifon  duty  and  other  military  fervice  to  be  for 
ev^er  thrown  upon  the  volunteers  ? Were  agriculture,  the  ffiuttle,  and  the 
loom,  for  ever  to  remain  neglected  ? No  : let  the  volunteers  have  reR,  and 
return  to  their  occupations.  They  had  ufed  their  arms  in  their  country's 
fervice,  and,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  keep  them  bright  and  ready  to  fupport 
the  law  and  conRitution  of  their  countrv  when  attacked.*  On  the  other 


* Tlie  Duke  of  Portland  was  by  many  accufed  of  not  wifliing  well  to  Ireland,  and  not  adting 
fairly  by  her  or  Great  Britain  with  reference  to  the  100,000/.  granted  for  raifing  the  20,000  feamen 
for  the  Britilli  navy  : he  was  charged  with  employing  a great  part  of  that  money  in  raifing  fenciblc 
regiments,  to  bring  into  difrepute  the  volunteers  ; and  on  that  account  Mr.  D.  Browne  moved  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  i ft  of  November,  that  the  proper  officers  ihould  be  ordered  to  lay  before 
the  houfe  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  that  fum  of  money,  with  the  agents  receipts  for  the 
fame.  This  was  afterwards  denied  by  Mr.  Yelverton,  attorney  general,  on  the  sgih  of  November, 
who  faid,  tliat  from  the  inveftigation  of  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  the  100,000/.  it  turned 
out,  that  the  infinuation  of  part  of  it  being  applied  to  raife  fencible  regiments  was  falfe.  To  which 
Mr.  Flood  replied,  that  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  men  were  enlifted  for  the  navy,  and 
were  afterwards  turned  over  to  fencible  regiments,  and  that  they  were  fuffered  to  retain  their 
bounty  money,  which  was  the  fame  thing  as  if  the  money  had  been  given  to  tliem  in  tlie  firft  in- 
ftance.  2 Pari.  Deb.  p.  224. 
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liand,  ]Mr.  Cony,  Mr.  Browne  of  Trinity  College,  Mr.  Parfons,  Mr.  Gardi- 
ner, and  others  fpoke  ftrongly  for  the  motion : they  called  upon  minifters 
to  acl  up  to  their  boafted  profeffions  of  oecononiy  : that  peace  was  the  only 
moment,  when  they  could  with  propriety  reduce  the  military  eftablifliment, 
and  then  they  ought  to  do  it,  unlefs  they  intended  that  kingdom  merely  a» 
a barrack  to  Great  Britain.  IMr.  Flood  fpoke  a fecond  time  in  the  debate, 
which  ended  with  ]Mr.  Grattan’s  reply,  who  rofe  to  fpeak  once  more  on  this 
fubje6l,  which  had  been  fo  frequently  before  the  houfe.  The  queftion  is, 
faid  he,  will  you  withdraw  from  the  common  caufe,  that  quota  of  troops, 
which  hitherto  you  have  maintained  ? Are  the  circumftances  of  the  country 
fuch  as  you  think  demand  it,  and  if  you  are  crazy  enough  to  think  fo,  will  his 
majefty  affent  to  that  opinion  ? There  never  was  a time,  when  he  could  make 
redu6lion  with  a worfe  grace,  becaufe  this  country  is  now  as  eminently  happy 
in  trade,  as  Britain  is  the  reverfe. 

In  1769  England  polfefled,  almoft  unrivalled,  the  trade  of  all  the  world. 
She  poflelfed  America,  and  owed  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  lefs  than  flie 
•owes  at  prefent.  Ireland  had  no  trade  at  all,  and  her  conflitution  was  de- 
nied ; yet  at  that  day  it  was  thought  Avife  to  augment  the  army  ; and  fhall 
we  reduce  it  now,  Avhen  Are  have  obtained  a free  confiitution,  a free  trade? 
When  we  have  obtained  a judge’s  hill,  a limited  mutiny  bill,  an  Habeas  Cor- 
pus bill  ? When  every  thing  that  Ave  have  demanded,  has  been  conceded  ? 
Shall  Ave  in  that  moment  withdraw  our  quota  of  troops  ? Before  flie  obtained 
thefc  advantages  Ave  faid  to  Britain,  that  provided  ilie  Avould  acknoAvledge 
our  conftitutional  and  commercial  rights,  Ave  would  Band  or  fall  Avith  her. 
And  when  they  have  been  acknowledged  to  the  full  fatisfacfion  of  every  man, 
it  is  propofed  to  AvithdraAv  the  fupport  of  our  army.  Suppofe,  iuftead  of 
faying  Ave  Avill  Rand  or  fall  with  Great  Britain,  we  had  faid,  “ and  Avhen  thofe 
“ things  fhall  be  done  (Avhen  our  rights  fliall  be  acknoAvledged  and  eftablifh- 
“ ed),  Ave  Avill  then  in  return,  AvithdraAV  from  you  the  fupport  of  our  army 
and  yet  in  effe6l,  this  is  the  propofal  at  prefent  made.  I do  not  entirely 
agree  in  all  that  has  been  faid  of  gratitude ; Ave  OAve  no  gratitude  but  for 
the  plantation  trade ; but  this  Ave  OAve  to  England,  and  to  our  OAvn  honour, 
that  Ave  fhould  not  depart  from  an  old  covenant.  The  naA  y of  England  pro- 
tects our  trade,  and  Ave,  as  an  equivalent,  pay  70,000/.  a year  to  maintain 
the  troops  deftined  to  ferv^e  in  the  plantations.  This  is  not  a dear  purchafe 
for  partaking  that,  which  has  coft  England  fo  many  millions.  Has  fuccefs 
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made  us  niggardly,  and  diall  we  become  unkind  to  England,  juft  at  the  mo- 
ment die  has  Ihewn  kindnefs  to  us  ? have  indeed  held  out  tlie  laiiKuauc 
-of  magnanimity  to  England,  and  lhall  we  fail  in  the  performance  ? No  ; 
there  are  many  other  places  to  make  retrenchment,  we  grant  a penfion  lift  of 
80,000/.  a year,  yet  complain  of  70,000/.  paid  to  an  army  ; paid  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Britifh  navy.  A\"e  may  indeed  make  very  great  reductions  in 
the  army  extraordinarics.  We  may  make  great  reductions  in  the  revenue 
department,  and  in  others,  d'hofe  reductions  will,  I truft,  far  exceed  the  pay 
of  our  augmentation.  Thefeare  retrenchments  that  ought  to  be  made;  but 
the  number  of  our  forces  ought  not  to  be  diminiflied. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  there  appeared  a majority  of  74  againft  the  quef- 
tion  ; ayes  58,  noes  132. 

On  the  10th  of  November  Sir  Henry  Cavendifli  again  brought  forward 
his  motion,  that  the'  condition  of  that  kingdom  required  every  practicable 
retrenchment  confiftent  with  the  intereft  and  fafety  thereof,  and  with  the  ho- 
nor and  dignity  of  his  majefty’s  government.  Mr.  Mafon  feconded  the  mo- 
tion, and  Mr.  Attorney  General  gave  it  his  hearty  concurrence,  now  that 
the  national  accounts  had  been  examined.  And  as  the  fpeaker  was  about  to 
put  the  queftion,  IMr.  Flood  faid,  he  had  an  amendment  to  propofe  ; the  mo- 
tion as  it  ftood  at  prefent,  was  giving  too  great  a latitude  to  adminiftration  ; 
it  was  leaving  them  to  purfue  any  meafure  they  thought  proper,  they  had 
only  to  fay,  that  it  vv'as  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  or  for  the  dignity  of 
his  majefty’s  government.  He  therefore  moved  for  the  following  amend- 
ment, “ and  that  the  military  eftablifhment  in  particular  will  admit  of  a con- 
“ fiderable  retrenchment,  inafmuch,  as  12,000  men  are  at  prefent  fufficient, 
“ not  only  to  maintain  the  defence  of  this  kingdom,  but  alfo  to  aftbrd  Great 
“ Britain,  for  her  fervice  abroad,  as'  many  men  as  we  granted  to  her  by  the 
“ augmentation ; and  inafmuch  as  many  important  favings  may  be  made  in 
“ the  expence  of  maintaining  that  number  of  12,000  men;”  he  obferved, 
that  certainly  ingratitude  could  not  be  objeCled  to  the  motion,  lince  they 
were  not  about  to  withdraw  their  aid  from  Great  Britain,  but  to  allow  lier 
as  many  men  out  of  12,000  men  as  they  formerly  did  out  of  15,000  men  ; 
and  furely  there  was  more  generofity  in  giving  three  out  of  twelve,  than  three 
out  of  fifteen. 

I'his  amendment  brought  on  a very  long  and  warm  debate,  in  which  Ge- 
neral Luttrell  and  Major  Doyle  and  fome  other  military  gentlemen  fpoke 
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Orenaoufly  in  fupport  of  the  army,  which  had  been  mentioned  in  a very  in- 
vidious manner,  and  placed  in  an  ungracious  comparifon  with  the  volun- 
teers. *On  the  divifion,  65  were  for  the  amendment,  and  143  againft  it. 
Then  the  original  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Cavendilh  was  put  and  unanimoully 
carried.  On  the  fame  day,  when  the  attorney  general  put  one  of  his  official 
motions,  namely,  “ that  the  fupply  to  be  granted  to  his  majefty  to  com- 
“ mence  the  25th  of  December,  1783,  continue  for  15  months,  that  is, 
‘‘  until  the  25th  of  IMarch,  1785,”  Sir  Edward  Newnham  faid,  it  was  the  ge- 
neral fenfeof  the  nation,  that  the  money  bills  Ihould  not  exceed  the  term  of 
lix  months,  and  he  accordingly  moved,  that  the  word  Jix  ffiould  be  fubftituted 
for  fifteen.  Mr.  Hartley  feconded  the  motion,  as  he  had  been  inftru61ed  by 
his  conftituents  to  vote  for  no  bill  of  fupply  for  a longer  term  than  fix 
months,  until  the  great  national  meafures  then  pending  were  decided : on. 
this  divifion  32  were  for  and  92  againft  the  amendment. 

iMr.  Grattan  having  oppofed  the  retrenchment  in  the  military  eftablifli- 
ment,  and  having  uniformly  avowed  his  principles  of  oeconomy,  on  the  next 
day  moved  for  a committee  to  encjuire  into  the  expence  of  colle61ing  the  re- 
venue; and  faid  he  was  convinced  it  was  an  obje6t  of  retrenchment,  as  though 
there  were  an  increafe  in  the  revenue  laft  year  of  150,000/.  it  would  have 
been  much  more,  if  the  colle6lion  had  not  amounted  to  164^  per  cent,  and  he 
was  certain,  that  it  could  be  collected  at  an  expence  of  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  Beresford  aflured  the  houfe,  that  the  more  minutely  the  accounts  of 
the  revenue  department  were  iufpefted,  the  greater  would  be  his  fatisfa6iion, 
and  that  of  the  gentlemen,  with  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  fit  at  the  revenue 
board;  however,  the  amount  of  the  collection,  though  much  greater  than  he 
wilhed,  was  not  fo  great  as  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  had  ftated,  for  in  it 
he  had  included  the  incidental  expences  of  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  great  works 
then  carrying  on  ; were  thefe  deduded,  the  expence  of  collection  would 
not  amount  to  14  per  cent,  though  formerly  it  had  been  18  : befides,  in  com- 
paring that  country  with  England,  gentlemen  had  fallen  into  a miftake.  A 
fmgle  great  diftiller  in  England,  paid  more  duty  than  a whole  county  there, 
though  he  required  but  one  officer  to  watch  him,  and  the  country  per- 
haps forty.  He  faid,  there  were  twenty-fix  ports  in  Ireland,  of  which  nine- 
teen did  not  produce  a revenue  equal  to  the  expence  of  guarding  them  ; and 
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the  whole  balance  in  the  public  favor,  arofe  from  feven  ports,  Dublin,  Cork, 
Waterford,  Belfaft,  Limerick,  Derry,  and  Newry,  though  the  neceffity  of 
Avatching  the  inferior  ports  muft  be  obvious  to  every  man.  It  was  faid,  that 
in ’England  the  revenue  was  colledled  at  feven  per  cent,  but  of  thofe  feveii 
ports,  that  had  been  mentioned,  the  revenue  Avas  colledted  at  fiA-e  and  nine- 
tenths  per  cent.  The  manner  of  eftimating  the  expence  of  collecting  in 
England,  and  comparing  Avith  Ireland,  Avas  unfair;  England  Avas  a market 
for  the  Avhole  AV'Qrld,  goods  imported  tliere  paid  heavy  duties,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  re-exportation  : Avhen  thofe  duties  AVTre  draAAUi  back,  that  increafed 
her  fi6titious  revenue,  though  it  did  not  add  one  farthing  to  the  real  one ; and 
that  reduces  the  relative  proportion  of  expence  in  the  colle61ing. 

The  revenue  board  of  Ireland,  Avhich  Avas  originally  conftituted  for  re- 
venue bufmefs  only,  had  the  bufmefs  and  expences  of  the  Avhole  ftate 
heaped  upon  it.  The  expence  of  paffing  bills,  and  fundry  circumftances  of 
the  laAV  bufmefs,  had  railed  that  particular  charge  from  1800/.  per  annum  to 
4800/.  The  reA-enue  cruizers,  Avhich  government  employed  for  convoying 
troops,  had  in  the  laftyear  hood  in  32,000/.  Avhich  Avas  charged  as  a revenue 
expence.  Nay,  the  very  exprelfes,  which  government  fent  to  different  places, 
on  government  affairs,  Avere  paid  by  the  revenue  board.  Thofe  things  to- 
gether made  a prodigious  fum,  and  it  Avas  all  charged  to  the  prodigality  of 
the  commiffioners  of  revenue,  Avho  Avere  blamed  for  expences,  in  Avhich  they 
had  no  manner  of  concern.  The  revenue  incidents  had  many  improper 
charges  upon  them  ; and  falaries,  Avdiich  if  they  ought  to  appear  any  Avhere, 
ought  to  appear  upon  the  eftablifhment. 

]Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  thought  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  had  A’ery  can- 
didly explained  to  the  houfe  the  condition  of  that  department.  As  to  the 
incidents,  Avhich  increafed  the  expence  of  collecling,  not  by  induftry  but  by 
idlenefs,  they  fliould  be  curtailed  at  prefent,  and  guarded  from  abufe  in  fu- 
ture ; for  if  people  Avho  had  falaries  on  that  lift,  Avere  placed  on  the  penfion 
lift,  parliament  Avould  fee  them,  and  ftrike  them  off.  But  as  at  prefent  cir- 
cumflanced,  the  revenue  incidents  might  be  called  a concealed  penfion  lift. 

Sir  John  Parnel  admitted  there  Avere  many  abufes  in  tlie  reA’enue  depart- 
ment ; that  department  Avas  under  a particular  control,  but  he  rejoiced  that 
that  control  Avas  under  the  control  of  parliament.  He  recommended  to  the 
country  gentlemen  to  teach  their  tenants  obedience  to  the  revenue  laws,  as 
there  Avas  amongft  all  ranks  of  people  a difpofition  to  oppofe  them,. 
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So  unwearied  was  the  prel’ent  oppofition  in  preffing  military  retrenchments 
upon  the  houfe,  that  they  omitted  no  opportunity  during  the  feffion  of  bring- 
ing it  forward,  but  always  with  the  like  failure  of  fuccefs.  Their  party  con- 
fifted  of  about  one  fixth  of  the  houfe,  and  as  ufual,  few  or  none  were  mo\  cd 
from  their  ranks  by  eloquence,  argument,  or  reafon.  When  on  the  13th  of 
November  Mr.  Fofter  had  reported  the  ditferent  refolutions  from  the  com- 
mittee of  fupply,  which  the  houfe  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  Sir  Edward  Newn- 
ham  again  attempted  to  urge  the  granting  of  the  fupplies  for  fix  months,  when 
Mr.  Grattan  ohfervcd,  that  the  queftion  had  been  already  debated  and  de- 
cided, and  nothing  new  was  then  offered ; on  which  Sir  Edward  Newnham 
remarked,  that  there  was  a time,  when  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  and  he 
coincided  in  opinion,  and  he  was  forry  to  find,  that  they  then  differed  fo 
widely.  IVIr.  Grattan  replied,  that  their  differences  were  lefs,  than  appre- 
hended: let  but  pailiamentary  reform  be  tacked  to  the  money  bill,  and  he 
would  agree  to  it 

When  the  prote6Hng  duties  were  brought  before  the  houfe,  they  were  not 
fupported  by  government  in  the  way,  which  the  half-ftarved  unemployed  ma- 
nufafturers  expected : they  had  been  taught  to  confider  them  effentially  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  fupport  of  trade : they  flocked  round  the  parliament  houfe  in 
anxious  expeftation  of  tlie  prote^ing  duties  being  eftablifiied  in  their  favor. 
Government  took  great  offence  at  the  concourfe  of  people  crowding  the 
avenues  to  the  houfe,  and  confidered  that  affemblag-e  brought  thither  by  op- 
pofition to  intimidate.  It  was  however  obferved  from  the  oppofition  bench, 
that  the  people  came  thither  as  fupplicants,  not  as  rioters,  and  they  ought 
to  meet  the  proteftion  of  every  man  in  that  houfe : but  apprehenfions  were 
conceived,  that  the  difpofition  to  pofipone  the  bufinefs  foreboded  no  good  : 
if  it  went  over  the  recefs,  it  would  be  heard  of  no  more.  When  Mr.  Gar- 
diner, on  account  of  whofe  illnefs  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  been 
kept  open  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  his  propofition  for  the  protecting  du- 
ties, appeared  in  the  houfe  on  the  20th  of  November,  he  oblerved,  that  he 
was  convinced,  that  the  bufinds  mufi:  gain  ground  by  delay,  for  every  en- 
♦piiry  would  add  ftrength  to  the  reafons  for  its  expediency.  He  therefore 
requefted  his  Right  Hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fofter)  would  adjourn  the  committee 
until  Monday,  In  what  he  propofed  he  was  far  from  having  any  idea  of  pro- 
hibitory duties,  he  only  ^vanted  reftriCtive  duties,  and  thofe  only  on  fuch  ar- 
ticles as  could  be  manufaClured  in  Ireland. 
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He  took  tliat  occafion  to  advert  to  the  conduct  of  people  cut  of  doors,  v ho 
had  filled  the  avenues  of  the  houfe,  as  if  to  intimidate  its  members  : he  had 
fcnt  to  them,  and  declared  what  he  then  did,  that  if  fuch  improper  conduct 
were  perfilted  in,  he  had  done  with  the  hufinefs ; anrl  he  had  the  pleafure  to 
fmd,  that  the  niafter  manufacturers  had  entered  into  very  ftrong  refolutions 
for  preventing  a repetition  of  fuch  unwarrantable  behaviour. 

Air.  Hartley*  informed  the  houfe,  that  a great  number  of  weavers  had 

waited 

* The  popular  fpirit  and  wiflies  appear  at  this  time  to  hare  been  ftrongly  with  the  oppofitton,  as 
appears  from  the  fate  of  a petition  from  the  chamber  of  commerce  refpefting  the  importation  of  to- 
bacco, prefented  by  Mr.  Hartley  tathe  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  24th  of  November,  1783,  when 
the  government  fide  of  the  houfe,  and  particularly  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  urged  that  the  houfe  could  take 
no  cognizance  of  the  petition  of  a body  of  men,  ftyling  themfelves,  A Council  of  a Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, a title  utterly  unknown  to  the  houfe,  either  as  a chartered  or  a corporate  body.  Moft  of  the 
leaders  of  the  oppofition  w'ere  for  receiving  the  petition  (2  P.  D,  p.  207,  and  11  Com.  Journ.  p.  136.) 
At  length  Prime  Serjeant  Kelly  rofe  and  faid,  “ I feel  mjdelf  extremely  hurt  by  fome  gentlemen 
“ making  any  diflindion  between  one  fide  of  the  houfe  and  the  other ; I fay  place  ought  to  make 
no  difference,  and  I truft  there  are  honorable  men  on  both  fides,  I am  alfo  hurt  at  hearing  a 
“ minifter’s  majority  mentioned,  no  man  who  has  not  the  merits  of  the  queftion  with  him  can 
" have  a majority  : I hope  it  will  never  be  prefumed,  that  a majority  can  be  obtained  in  any  other 
“ way.  For  my  part,  though  I hold  an  office  under  government,  I never  will  objcd  to  this  peti- 
" tion  for  the  ftyle  ; there  is  no  fault  in  the  ftyle  y here  is  a feled  body  of  men,  called  the  chamber 
*'  of  commerce  j the  ufe  of  names  is  to  know,  w^ho  the  perfons  petitioning  are,  in  cafe  of  any  im- 
" propriety  w'e  may  call  them  before  us.  To  this  petition  we  have  the  name  of  an  honorable  member 
“ of  this  houfe,  he  is  anfwerable  for  it,  it  is  acknowledged  to  be  a matter  of  importance,  and  lhall 
“ w'e  for  mere  matter  of  form  rejed  an  important  petition  fo  well  authenticated  ? No,  though  I am 
" on  this  fide  of  the  houfe,  and  will  fupport  government  in  every  honorable  meafure,  and  in  none 
“ but  honorable  meafures,  I will  receive  this  petition  j no  power  on  earth  ffiall  prevent  me.”  (Here 
a loud  clapping  of  bands  taking  place,  the  gallery  was  ordered  to  be  cleared.  As  foon  as  that  order 
was  complied  with,  and  the  houfe  was  cleared,) 

Mr.  Fitzgibbon  warmly  cenfured  the  indecent  condud  of  the  gallery,  and  moved,  that  the  houfe 
ffiould  enter  into  a refolution,  “ That  a grofs  and  indecent  outrage,  by  clapping  of  hands,  having 
" been  committed  this  night  by  the  ftrangers  admitted  to  the  gallery,  refolvcd,  that  tlie  ferjeant  at 
“ arms  do  from  time  to  time  take  into  his  cuftody  any  ftranger  or  ftrangers,  that  he  lhall  fee  or  be 
informed  of  to  be  in  the  houfe,  while  any  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  or  the  committee  of 
''  privileges  is  fitting,  and  that  this  order  Ihould  be  ftrictly  enforced.”  The  motion  was  fupported 
by  a great  number  of  the  treafury  fide,  and  oppofed  by  the  otlrer  part  of  the  houfe  as  ftre- 
nuoufly. 

Mr.  Flood,  who  came  in  late,  was  an  able  advocate  for  tire  admiffion  of  conftituents  to  hear  their 
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•^vaited  on  him,  and  affured  him  the  violence  complained  of  did  not  proceed 
from  them,  but  gave  him  to  underhand,  that  they  were  fet  on  by  perfons 
enemies  to  the  meafure  in  queftion. 

The  great  outcry  of  the  oppofition  againft  Lord  Northington’s  adminif- 
tration  was,  for  a6ts  inftead  of  profelfions  of  oeconomy.  IVIr.  Flood  was  their 
leader,  and  they  were  joined  by  many  perfons  of  great  perfonal  talent.  Influ- 
ence, and  property.  They  differed  alfo  from  the  generality  of  the  minifte- 
rialifts  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  volunteers ; government  confidered  the  armed 
alfociations  of  the  volunteers  to  have  performed  their  miflion,  and  that  they 
then  ought  to  difarm  and  dilband.  Oppofition  looked  to  the  attainment  of 
further  rights  or  liberties,  and  confidered  the  influence  of  the  volunteers  as 
neceflary  to  procure  the  future,  as  they  had  been  inftrumental  in  acquiring 
the  former.*  The  next  popular  queftion,  which  they  urged  was  a reform  in  the 
reprefentation  of  tlie  people.  In  confequence  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Dun- 
gannon meeting,  on  the  8th  of  September,  1783,  delegates  were  appointed 
to  form  a grand  national  convention,  which  alfembled  at  Dublin  on  the  10th 
of  November,  when  the  Earl  of  Charlemont  was  nominated  their  chairman. 
They  proceeded  to  enquire  into  the  moft  eligible  fyftem  of  parliamentary  re- 
form, and  having  entered  into  a variety  of  refolutions  exprelfive  of  their  fen- 
timents  on  that  fubject,  they  requefted,  that  IMr.  Flood  would  introduce  a 


<lebates,  and  declared,  that  if  gentlemen  were  not  afliamed  of  their  conduct,  they  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  its  being  known,  and  that  it  was  unreafonable  and  unjuft  to  preclude  all  from  the  galleries 
-for  the  intemperate  conduft  of  a few. 

The  motion  was  then  carried. 

Ayes  — 157 

Noes  — 72 

* Tlie  oppofition  ftuck  faft  to  the  retrenchment  of  the  military,  difdaining  the  petty  favings  that 
were  to  be  made  in  the  civil  eftablilhment.  Mr.  Molyneux  had  indeed  on  the  22d  of  November  (as 
he  faid  himfelf  upon  his  own  free  motion)  moved  for  and  carried  a vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
for  an  additional  falary  of  4000/.  per  ann.  to  the  lord  lieutenant : there  were  77  for  and  54  againft 
it.  Mr.  Grattan  found  himfelf  called  upon  by  the  principles  of  oeconomy,  which  he  had  ever 
maintained,  to  take  fome  active  ftep  towards  forwarding  that  neceflary  fyftem,  efpecially  after  he 
had  oppofed  Mr.  Flood  and  his  friends  frequent  motions  for  military  retrenchment.  On  the  26th 
of  the  month,  when  Mr.  Grattan  moved  to  take  into  confideration  all  practical  retrenchments  in  the 
collecting  of  the  revenue,  he  faid  he  fliould  ftrenuoufly  have  oppofed  Mr.  Molyneux’s  motion  had 
he  been  in  the  houfe.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  tliat  Lord  Northington  declined  accepting  of  the 
-addition. 
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bill  for  that  purpofe  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the 
government  was  at  lirft  ferioully  alarmed  at  this  meeting  of  the  national  con- 
vention, and  that  a privy  council  was  fummoned  to  determine  on  the  pro- 
priety of  arrefting  both  the  chairman  and  fecretary  of  the  meeting ; but  the 
ineafure  having  been  contidered  as  hazardous,  another  expedient  v^as  adopted : 
It  was  artfully  contrived  to  divide  the  opinion  of  the  affembly  refpecting  the 
extenfion  of  certain  privileges  to  Roman  Catholics ; and  the  common  intcreft 
and  fentiment  of  the  people  in  general  being  thus  difunited,  the  efforts  of 
the  convention  became  lefs  formidable,  and  all  means  were  dcvifed  to  oppofe 
and  decry  them  in  parliament. 

*On  the  29th  of  November,  1783,  i\Ir.  Flood  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a bill  for  the  more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament.  This  was 
immediately  oppofed  by  the  attorney  general.  “ I do  not  mean  (faid  he) 
“ to  go  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  bill,  but  I would  wilh  the  honorable  mem- 
“ ber  would  now  Rate  the  neceffty  there  is  for  bringing  it  in  at  all,  and  alfo, 
“ who  thofe  perfons  are,  who  are  difcontented  with  the  prefent  conftitution, 
“ and  with  whom  it  originates  : for  I will  fay,  if  it  originate  with  an  armed 
“ body,  it  is  inconfiftent  M’ith  the  freedom  of  debate  for  this  houfe  to  receive 
“ it.  ^Ve  fit  not  here  to  regifter  the  edi6ts  of  another  affembly,  or  to  receive 
“ propofitions  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet : I admire  the  volunteers,  fo  long 
“ as  they  confine  themfelves  to  their  firft  line  of  conduct ; it  was  their  glory 
“ topreferve  the  domeftic  peace  of  their  country,  and  to  render  it  formidable 

to  foreign  enemies : it  was  their  glory  to  aid  the  civil  magiftrate,  and  to 
“ fupport  their  parliament ; but  when  they  turn  afide  from  this  honorable 
“ condu6t ; when  they  form  themfelves  into  a debating  fociety,  and  with 
“ that  rude  inftrument  the  bayonet,  probe  and  explore  a conftitution,  Avhich 
“ requires  the  niceft  hand  to  touch,  I own  my  refpect  and  veneration  for 
“ them  is  deftroyled.  If  it  fiiall  be  avowed,  that  this  bill  originated  with 
“ them,  I Avill  reject  it  at  once,  becaufe  I confider  that  it  decides  the  quef- 
“ tion,  whether  this  houfe,  or  the  convention,  are  the  reprefentati^■es  of  the 
“ people,  and  whether  parliament,  or  the  volunteers,  be  to  be  obeyed.  I 
“ confider  it  as  aqueftion  involving  the  exiftence  of  the  conftitution;  and  it 
“ is  in  vain,  whatever  may  be  avowed  or  pretended,  to  flmt  our  ears  and 
“ eyes,  to  what  every  one  has  feen  and  heard,  armed  men  walking  bare- 

* 2 Pari.  Deb.  p.  353,  See. 
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“ headed  tliroiigli  the  ftreets  under  a military  cfeort,  courting  the  fmiles 
“ and  applaufes  of  the  multitude,  and  meeting  in  the  pantheon  of  divinities, 
“ the  rotunda,  for  we  are  told  it  isblafphemy  to  utter  a word  againft  them  ; 
“ forming  committees  and  fub-committees ; receiving  reports  and  petitions, 
“ and  going  through  all  the  mockery  of  parliament.  It  is  in  vain  then  to 
“ pretend,  that  this  bill  is  not  their  mandate  ; and  can  any  man,  who  has  the 
leaft  regard  for  that  conftitution,  Avhich  our  anceftors  purchafed  with  their 
“ blood,  bear  to  fee  government  forced  from  its  centre  by  thefe  reformers  ? 
“ I think  the  time  is  now  arrived,  things  are  come  to  fuch  a crifis,  that  even 
“ our  felf-prefervation,  as  a parliament,  depends  on  the  vote  we  diall  now 
“ give.  This  is  the  fpotto  make  our  ftand,  here  we  muft  draw  our  line;  for 
we  have  retired  Rep  by  ftep,  as  they  have  advanced  : we  are  now  on  a pre- 
“ ci])ice  ; and  to  recede  one  ftep  more,  plunges  us  into  inevitable  ruin. 

“ Sir,  I lament,  for  the  honor  of  my  countrymen,  that  they  Ihould  have 
chofen  this  period  for  introducing  innovation,  or  exciting  difeontent. 
What  is  the  occafion,  that  calls  forth  their  difpleafure  againft  the  conftitu- 
“ tion,  and  what  is  our  prefent  fituation  ? Bleffed  with  a free  trade  and  a free 
“ conftitution,  our  peers  reftored  to  their  rights  and  to  their  lawful  authority, 
“ our  judges  rendered  independent,  the  manacles  fallen  from  our  commons, 
“ all  foreign  control  abolilhed,  we  take  our  rank  among  nations,  as  a free 
“ Itate;  and  is  this  a time  to  alter  that  conftitution,  which  has  endured 
“ lb  many  ftorms,  and  rilen  fuperior  to  all  oppreiTions  ? Will  the  armed  afib- 
“ ciations,  wife  as  they  may  be,  be  able  to  form  a better,  though  they  reje6l 
“ this  ? Before  they  have  for  a lingle  feflion  entered  into  the  enjoyment  of 
“ it,  like  children,  they  throw  away  the  bauble,  for  Avhich  with  all  the  eager- 
“ nefs  of  an  infantine  caprice,  they  have  ftruggled  ; or  like  fpendthritts, 
“ tliey  would  make  aw'ay  with  their  inheritance,  before  they  enter  into  poffef- 
“ fion  of  it.  But  I will  fay  to  the  volunteers,  you  ftiall  not  throAv  from  you 
“ the  bleffings  you  may  pofiefs  under  your  happy  conftitution,  cultivate 
“ your  own  profperity,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  virtue,  beat  your  fwords 
“ into  ploughfliares,  return  to  your  different  occupations,  leaA'e  the  bufinefs 
“ of  legiflation  in  thofe  hands,  Avhere  the  laws  have  placed  it,  and  where  you 
“ have  had  ample  proof  it  Avill  be  ufed  for  the  advantage  of  the  country. 
“ But,  Sir,  it  is  in  vain  on  the  part  of  the  convention,  to  difclaim  their  in- 
“ tent  of  overawing  the  parliament ; nay,  I am  told  their  feflion  is  not  yet 
“ prorogued,  and  perhaps  they  may  meet  on  ^Monday  to  reveife  the  opinion, 

“ which 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


59 


“ which  this  houfe  may  give  this  night.  Sir,  I call  upon  the  houfe  to  exert 
“ their  fpirit,  and  vindicate  their  rights;  I lhall  call  upon  them  in  the  words 
“ of  a great  man — ‘ Experg'tfcimlni  aliquando  et  capejite  rem' 

“ I appeal  to  the  candour  of  gentlemen  : are  they  fure  they  come  into  par- 
“ liament  to  deliver  their  fentiments  as  freely  as  they  would  do,  if  they  were 
“ not  members  of  the  convention  ? Or  will  gentlemen  who  are  not,  vote  as 
“ free?  Is  it  decent,  while  the  convention  are  watching  to  controul  our  ac- 
“ tions,  to  enter  into  any  fubjecl  that  they  can  projxjfe  ? I have  the  highelt 
“ refpect  for  the  volunteers  as  men,  and  for  their  former  actions  ; but  if  the 
“ queftion  appear  to  the  houfe,  as  it  does  to  me,  the  refult  of  any  refolution 
“ formed  at  that  meeting,  it  is  our  duty  to  reject  it  with  indignation.” 

Mr.  Flood  faid,  he  had  not  mentioned  the  bill  as  being  tlie  bill  of  any  fet  of 
men,  or  any  Imdy  of  men  wliatfoever.  He  was  as  free  to  enter  into  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  that  bill  as  any  gentleman  in  the  houfe,  and  with  as  little  prepolfefiion 
in  favor  of  wdiat  he  Ihould  propofe.  He  preferred  it  to  the  houfe,  as  the  bill  of 
his  right  honorable  friend  who  feconded  him.  W ould  the  houfe  receive  it 
from  them  ? In  the  laft  parliament  it  was  oidered,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a bill  for  the  more  ecjual  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 
This  was  in  the  Duke  of  Portland's  adminiftration  ; an  adminiftration  which 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  profefi’ed  to  admire,  and  which  he  would  not 
fufpecl  of  overturning  the  conftitution.  Armed  with  the  authority  of  that 
precedent,  he  little  thought  any  one  w'ould  be  fo  dei'perate  as  to  give  fuch  a 
violent  oppolition  to  the  fnnple  introduction  of  a bill.  He  then  rofe  for  the 
firft  time,  to  fpeak  upon  the  fubject,  and  called  upon  every  man,  auditor,  or 
fpedator,  in  tlte  houfe,  or  in  the  galleries,  to  remember  this  truth;  that  if  the 
volunteers  were  introduced  into  this  debate,  it  was  not  he  w ho  had  done  it. 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  fays,  if  the  volunteers  have  approved,  he  will 
oppofe  it ; but  I fay,  I bring  it  in  as  a member  of  this  Imufe,  fupported  with 
the  pow  erful  aid  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  who  fits  behind  me,  (Mr. 
Bi  ownlow)  : we  bring  it  in  as  members  of  parliament,  never  mentioning  the 
volunteers.  I alk  you,  will  you  receive  it  from  us,  from  us  your  members, 
neither  intending  by  any  thing  within'  doors,  or  without,  to  intimidate  or 
overawe  you  ? I alk,  will  you  receive  it  as  our  bill ; or  w'ill  you  conjure  up  a 
military  phantom  of  interprjfition  to  affright  yourfelves  ? I have  not  intro- 
duced the  volunteers  ; but  if  the  volunteers  are  afperled,  I will  defend  their 
conduat  againlt  all  the  w'orld.  By  whom  were  tlie  commerce  and  conftitution 
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of  this  country  recovered  ? By  the  volunteers.  Why  did  not  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  make  a declamation  againft  them,  when  they  lined  our  ftreets  ; 
when  parliament  paffed  through  ranks  of  thofe  virtuous  armed  citizens,  to  de- 
mand the  rights  of  an  infulted  nation?  Are  they  different  men  at  this  day; 
or  is  the  right  honorable  gentleman  different?  He  was  then  one  of  their 
body  ; he  is  now  their  accufer.  He  who  faw  the  ftreets  lined,  wlio  rejoiced, 
Avho  partook  in  their  glory,  is  now  their  accufer.  What  has  changed  them 
ff  nee  that  time  ? Are  they  lefs  wife,  lefs  brave,  lefs  ardent  in  their  country’s 
caufe  ? Or  has  their  admirable  condudl  made  him  their  enemy  ? May  they  not 
fay,  we  have  not  changed,  but  you  have  changed?  He  cannot  now  bear  to 
liear  of  volunteers  : but  I will  alkhim,  (and  I will  have  a ftarling  taught  to 
halloo  it  in  his  ear,)  Who  got  you  the  free  trade ; who  got  you  the  conftitu- 
tion  ? Who  made  you  a nation  ? The  volunteers.  If  they  were  the  men  you 
now  deferibe  them,  why  did  you  accept  of  their  fervice  ? Why  did  you  not 
then  accufe  them  ? If  they  were  fo  dangerous,  why  did  you  pafs  through  their 
ranks,  with  your  fpeaker  at  your  head,  to  demand  a conftitution  ? Why  did 
you  not  then  fear  the  ills  you  now  apprehend  ? Havx  your  lord-lieutenants 
refufed  the  fervice  of  thofe  men  ? Look  back  to  their  offers  in  Lord  Carlifle’s 
adminiftration.  Have  not  fuch  of  them  as  could  obtain  that  honour,  been 
proud  to  be  efcorted  by  them  to  fea ! And  has  not  parliament  returned  re- 
peated thanks  to  this  body  of  men,  who  are  now'  fo  degenerated,  that  redti- 
tude  becomes  depravity  in  them?  Were  not  refolutions  fought  from  them  to 
give  a fanftion  to  the  inadequate  fecurit}'  of  fimple  repeal?  When  betrayed 
into  w'l'ong,  they  were  cherilhed  ; now,  when  right,  they  are  oppofed. 

What  do  fome  of  the  greateft  men  in  England  fay,  (fpeaking  of  the  volun- 
teers) “ That  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  the  annals  of  the  world  do  not  fur- 
“ nilh  fuch  another  glorious  example  of  patriotifm  and  moderation  ?”  And 
now  wdll  any  man  condemn  them,  if  they  w'ifli  to  crowm  themfelves  with  never 
fading  glory,  and  finilh  their  labours  by  rendering  perfe6i;  that  conftitu- 
tion, which  their  labours  have  acquired  ? Should  you  comply,  it  "would  for 
ever  render  unneceffary  the  interference  of  fuch  bodies  of  men  as  they  are.  I 
am  confeious,  that  I have  not  done  juftice  to  that  much  honoured,  and  much 
injured  body  of  men  ; but  be  it  remembered,  that  it  w^as  not  I who  intro- 
troduced  their  name  ; it  was  not  I who  Avilhed  to  inflame  your  paffions,  Avhen 
I had  not  arguments  to  fupport  me:  it  was  not  I who  Aviflied  to  debauch  them 
on  the  fide  of  fear ; fuch  a proceeding  fliew’s  the  rottennefs  of  the  caufe.  If 
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the  volunteers  and  the  parliament  iliall  ever  be  committed,  (which  God  Al- 
mighty forbid)  no  great  thanks  will  be  due  to  thofe  men,  who  reprefent  the 
volunteers  as  endeavouring  to  dragoon  parliament,  Men  who  endeavour  to 
exalperate  them,  and  if  their  moderation  were  not  greater  than  the  wifdom  of 
their  accufers,  great  and  miferable  would  be  the  confufion  indeed  ; but  they 
hav’e  too  much  wifdom  not  to  defpife  their  accufers ; though  I will  tell  the 
man,  who  accufes  them,  that  there  was  a time,  when  he  was  proud  to  join  in 
their  ranks,  and  lhare  the  glory  of  their  condudl. 

I am  called  on  for  an  explanation  of  my  plan  of  reform,  in  order  that  ex- 
ceptions may  be  taken  to  it ; but  I am  ready  to  explain  it,  and  to  refute  all 
exceptions  on  the  ground  of  reafon  and  argument.  As  in  this  houfe  votes  go 
by  tale,  and  not  by  weight ; and  as  the  vote  of  the  meaneft  wretch  that  ever 
difgraced  the  walls  of  parliament,  though  reprefenting  the  moft  venal  borough, 
tells  for  as  much  as  the  moft  illuftrious  charadler,  reprefenting  the  firft  county 
in  the  kingdom  ; the  people  wilh  to  corredl  the  ill-effefts  of  this,  by  opening 
the  boroughs,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  being  virtuous.  This  is  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  it  is  oppofed  becaufe  it  is  the  demand  of  the  volun- 
teers ; but  the  volunteers  and  the  people  are  the  fame ; they  have  been  made 
■ conftitutional  by  every  aft,  but  that  of  being  placed  on  your  eftablilhment, 
which  they  defpife.  Does  any  man  fay,  that  there  is  not  a pofitive  aft  of 
parliament,  direfting  every  proteftant  to  bear  arms  ? And  will  you  fay,  that 
becaufe  one  man  fulfils  more  of  his  duty,  as  a citizen,  than  another,  that  he 
fliould  lefs  enjoy  a citizen’s  privilege?  Or  will  any  man  fay,  that  becaufe  the 
volunteers,  in  obedience  to  the  laws,  bear  arms,  therefore  that  obedience 
fliould  ftrip  them  of  their  franchife. 

But  who  will  deny,  that  the  reprefentation  of  cities  and  boroughs  demand 
reform  ? And  are  plans  of  reform  to  be  rejefted,  beeaufe  agreeable  to  the  vo- 
lunteers ? If  fo,  how  came  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  fend  volunteer  delegates 
to  the  throne  ivith  letters  to  deliver  into  the  facred  hand  of  majefty  ? -And  if 
the  Duke  of  Portland  afted  thus,  will  any  man  fay,  that  the  volunteers  have 
lincedone  anything  to  transform  them  into  the  Gorgons  and  hydras  they  have 
been  reprefented  ? No,  they  are  not  changed,  they  are  feen  through  the  me- 
dium of  borough  interefi; ; it  is  this,  that  has  given  them  this  terrible  afpeft ; 
it  is  the  fordid  interefi  of  a proftituted  government  to  fay  they  have  flrength, 
though  it  be  the  flrength  of  borough-mongers  ; but  it  is  the  flrength  of  a vir- 
tuous government  to  be  fupported  by  the  public  good  opinion;  and  it  is  no 
. , credit 


62 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


credit  to  any  government  to  depend  rather  on  a venal  parliament,  than  on  the 
honeft  voice  of  an  ingenuous  nation.  The  bill  fets  at  defiance  all  objehtion  ; 
for  is  there  a man  who  Avill  fay,  'however  political  declamation  may  attempt  to 
miflead,  that  the  conhitution  wants  no  reform?  Will  any  man  fay,  that  that 
conftitution  is  perfe6t,  Avhen  he  knows  that  the  honour  of  the  peerage  may  be 
obtained  by  any  ruffian,  who  poflelfes  borough  intereft! 

Mr.  Flood  then  proceeded  to  trace  the  general  outline  of  the  plan  of  re- 
form agreed  to  at  the  convention  ; and  concluded  with  faying  : I fliall  neither 
endeavour  to  intimidate  nor  overawe  the  houfe:  but,  on  tlie  contrary,  I fliall 
moil  humbly  hope,  that  in  the  infancj"  of  your  liberty,  whilft  a body  of  free- 
men and  citizens,  who  are  determined  to  treat  with  refpeCt  that  conftitution, 
AV'hich  they  have  recovered  by  fortitude,  bear  arms  for  their  country’s  ferA  ice, 
you  Avill  not  go  to  fhh  for  objedtions,  until  thefe  people  ffiall  do  fomething  de- 
rogatory from  that  authority,  which  they  liaA^e  dtabliffied  ; no  body  of  men 
can  make  me  affirm  to  be  right  Avhat  I know  to  be  Moong  ; neither  Aviil  I befo 
abfurd  as  to  deny  that,  Avhich  I know  to  be  right,  becaufe  other  men  think 
fo  too. 

Scarcely  a member,  Avho  had  ever  opened  his  mouth  in  the  houfe,  AA'as  filent 
on  this  important  occafion  : the  debate  lalled  till  paft  three  o’clock  on  the  Sun- 
day morning.  Several  of  the  members,  Avho  admitted  the  neceffity  of  the 
reform,  voted  againft  it  under  the  circumftance  of  the  fitting  of  a national 
convention  of  delegates,  Avho  had  previoufly  agitated  the  queftion,  and  Av^ere 
Avaiting  the  refult  of  its  difeuffion  in  parliament.  This  was  the  firfl  bloAv  giA^eii 
to  the  credit  and  poAver  of  the  volunteers.  Several  alfo  of  the  minority  gave 
the  exprefs  inftrudions  of  their  conftituents  as  their  rcafon  for  voting  for  the 
bill.  ToAvards  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Grattan  fpoke  for  a fliort  time, 
declaring  himfelf  decidedly  the  friend  of  a parliamentary  reform.  It  has  al- 
ways been,  faid  he,  my  favorite  objedt,  to  increafe  by  thofe  means  the  poAver 
of  the  people.  He  was  gdad  to  invefdg-ate  that  fubjedt,  let  it  come  from  Avhat 
quarter  it  might ; it  did  not  come  before  in  a queftionable  Ihape  ; neither  did 
he  fee  any  thing  to  juftify  an  eppofrtion  to  his  favourite  fcheme.  He  loved  to 
blend  the  idea  of  parliament  and  volunteers  ; they  had  hitherto  concurred  in 
eftablilhing  their  conftitution  in  the  lali  parliament,  and  he  hoped  they  w'ould 
do  it  in  the  prefent.  He  recommended,  therefore,  an  union  betAveen  parliament 
and  the  illuftrious  body  of  volunteers,  Avhich  union  it  ffiould  be  the  ftudy  of 
his  life  to  preferve.  The  queftion  having  been  loudly  called  for,  Avhen  the 
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Speaker  was  rifing  to  put  it,  Mr.  Flood  faid,  ‘‘  I have  very  often  found,  when  a 
queftion  cannot  be  controverted  by  fair  argument,  it  is  thrown  out  by  a majo- 
rity calling  for  the  queftion  ; but  it  is  impoftible  for  the  mind  of  man  to  bend 
to  mere  matter,  or  to  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  condu6l.  I am  allied,  is  not  this 
bill  the  order  of  fome  other  aifembly  ? I never  received  any  order.  I have 
examined  with  men  of  all  ranks  upon  this  fubje6l,  and  approve  it ; but  Avhat 
appearance  of  hoftility  or  control  is  there  in  the  prefent  application  ? Have  the 
volunteers  lined  the  ftreets,  or  drawn  up  before  your  houfe  ? No  ; they  have 
given  their  opinion  with  all  humblenefs  and  deference  to  yours,  and  beg  you 
will  take  it  up.  How  could  they  more  j)roftrate  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  par- 
liament? This  bill  was  moved  a year  ago,  when  there  was  no  convention  fit- 
ting ; and  will  you  now  rejedt  it,  becaufe  men,  who  fometimes  wear  fwords, 
and  fometimes  wear  none,  approve  it  ? The  volunteers  of  Ireland  are  a pecu- 
liar body  of  men,  they  are  citizens  as  well  as  foldiers  ; nor  does  their  fkill  and 
difcipline,  as  foldiers,  deftroy  their  franchife  as  citizens.” 

Mr.  Daly  confefled  he  was  alhamed,  that  the  gentleman  who  had  made  this 
motion,  ftiould  not  only  evade  giving  an  anfwer  to  the  enquiry,  “ whether  it 
“ were  the  refult  of  deliberations  in  the  conventions  r”  but  almoft  to  deny  it. 

Mr.  Flood.  I faid,  they  were  my  own  fentiments. 

Mr.  Daly.  I did  not  fay  they  were  not  his  own  fentiments  ; hut  they  were 
more  notorioufly  the  fentiments  of  the  convention,  v/hatever  influence  he 
might  have  harl  in  forming  them  ; and  he  faid,  that  he  brought  them  thither 
by  order  ot  that  body.  He  protefted,  that  while  an  armed  aftembly  was  fit- 
ting in  the  capital,  their  debate  Avas  not  free.  We  are  told  of  the  great  mode- 
ration manifefted  by  the  delegates,  confidering  hoAv  powerfully  they  are  fup- 
ported;  but,  (faid  Mr.  Daly,)  as  I did  not  oppofe,  or  fcorn  the  volunteers, 
when  weak,  as  I never  w'ent  to  a county  meeting,  and  Avith  a contumelious 
afpe6t,  afked  if  the  country  Avere  arrayed,  and  wdien  anfwered,  no,  never  turned 
my  back  upon  them ; neither  Avill  I noAV',  Avhen  they  are  ftrong  and  mightA', 
tiun  my  back  to  them;  but  I will  meet  them  as  a friend,  and  Arill  fay  to 
tliem,  you  are  adA’ancing  to  anarchy  and  deltruction  ; I befeech  aou  retreat 
Avhile  you  may  Avith  honour ; for  there  is  a turbulent  demagogue  amonglt 
you,  that  urges  you  to  your  own  difgrace. 

It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  this  country’,  that  parliament  has,  in  too  ma- 
ny inftances,  for  a while  Avithftood  the  Arifhes  of  the  people,  but  lias  vielded  in 
the  end ; the  confequence  is,  that  the  people  are  told  by  the  demagogue,  per- 
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fevere,  and  you  will  at  laft  carry  your  point.  But  this  is  the  time  to  draw  a 
line,  and  I do  rely  upon  it.  I pledge  inyfelf  for  the  confequence,  that  if  par- 
liament a6l  Avith  firmnefs,  the  people  will  be  content ; in  a lliort  time  they  will 
defpife  the  promoters  of  faction,  and  all  their  boafted  menaces  will  vanifli  in 
the  air.  But  if  parliament  recede  one  ftep  now,  it  will  fall  into  a gulph  of 
inevitable  deftru6tion. 

Upon  a divilion,  there  appeared 

For  receiving  the  bill  - 49 

Againft  it  - 158 

Then  Mr.  Attorney-General  moved  the  following  refolutions,: 

Refolved,  That  it  is  now  become  necelfary  to  declare,  that  this  houfe  will 
maintain  its  juft  rights  and  privileges  againft  all  encroachments  Avhatfoever. 
Ayes  - - 1 50 

Noes  - - 68 

And  then  IMr.  Conolly  made  the  following  motion,  Avhich  Avas  carried  una- 
nimoufty. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  declare 
the  perfect  fatisfa6tion,  Avhich  Ave  feel  in  the  many  bleflings  Ave  enjoy  under  his 
majefty's  moft  aufpicious  government,  and  our  prefent  happy  conftitution  ; 
and  that  at  this  time  AV’e  find  it  peculiarly  incumbent  upon  us  to  exprefs  our 
determined  refolution  to  fupport  the  fame  Avith  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

NotAvithftanding,  IMr.  Flood,  the  great  leader  of  the  oppofition,  immedi- 
ately after  this  debate  Arent  OA’cr  to  England,  feveral  matters  Avere  brought  be- 
fore parliament  by  his  adherents. 

Mr.  jMolyneux  introduced  to  the  houfe  once  more  the  queftion  of  an  ab- 
fentee  tax:  he  complained,  that  before  the  bufinefs  Avan ted  fupport,  many 
Avere  prominently  foi  Avard  in  offering  their  afiiftance  ; no\\^  that  it  Avas  before 
them,  they  excufed  themfelves,  faying,  the  time  Avas  improper.  Thus,  after  a 
long  debate,  the  motion  Avas  loft  by  a diA'ifion  of  184  againft  22. 

On  the  Qth  of  December,  1783,  Mr.  I).  BroAvn  prefaced  a motion  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  croAvn,  Avith  a moft  diftrefsful  picture  of  the  kingdom  at  that  pe- 
riod. He  reprefented  thofe,  Avho  lived  on  the  fpoils,  like  AAafps,  fucking 
their  blood,  and  fmiling  at  their  ruin  ; he  reprefented  the  farmer,  ruined 
by  the  calamitous  times,  the  loAver  order  of  people  ftarving,  and  obliged  to 
fell  their  provifion  to  fatisfy  the  landlord,  Avho  himfelf  could  barely  get  the 
means  ofexifting  from  his  lands  ? The  avenues  to  the  capital  befet  Avith  ftarv- 
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ing  manufa6lui’ers,  and  at  the  very  doors  of  that  houfe,  begging  of  the  mem- 
bers to  avert,  by  a fmall  donation,  the  miferies  of  impending  famine  : tlieir  ne- 
ceffities  made  them  bold ; they  even  ventured  into  the  Caftle  yard  : their 
complaints  were  heard,  though  but  feldom  heard  before,  and  proper  Heps  were 
taken  to  relieve  them ; the  privy  council  were  fummoned,  the  doors  were 
barred,  and  the  guards  of  the  city  ’were  doubled ; the  garrifon  ordered  to  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  to  maflacre  people  already  conquered  by  hunger  ! 
Such  is  the  fituation  of  your  country.  Yet  this  was  the  time  when  you  were 
to  keep  up  an  ufelefs  and  expenfive  army,  and  minifter  to  the  ufelefs  pageantry 
of  a court. 

The  hour  of  ripe  iniquity  had  arrived  ; the  hour  of  retribution  would  fpee- 
dily  follow.  He  then  moved  the  following  refolutions  : 

“ That  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  humbly  to  lay  themfelvTS 
“ at  hismajefty’s  feet,  to  affure  his  majefty  of  their  inviolable  attachment  to 
“ his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government,  and  of  the  grateful  fenfe  they  felt  of 
“ his  majefty  s paternal  goodnefs  and  attention  to  his  fubjefts  of  Ireland ; 
“ and  to  declare  their  readinefs  and  zeal  to  fupport,  in  the  molt  honorable 
“ manner,  at  all  times,  the  neceflary  expences  of  his  majefty 's  government, 
“ and  the  dignity  of  his  crown. 

“ That  they  thought  it,  however,  incumbent  on  his  faithful  commons,  humbly 
“ to  lay  before  his  majefty,  that  for  a feries  of  years  pall,  the  expences  of  his 
“ majefty’s  government  had  conftantly  far  exceeded  the  net  produce  of  the. 
“ revenue,  whereby  the  nation  had  incurred  a great  and  accumulating  debt ; 
“ and  in  order  to  difeharge  the  intereft  thereof,  his  majefty’s  faithful  com- 
“ mons  had  been  under  a neceflity  of  diverting  a confiderable  part  of  thofe  re- 
“ venues,  which  formerly  ferved  towards  defraying  the  current  fervices  of  his 
“ majefty’s  government. 

“ That'in  the  year  1773,  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons  did  grant  feveral 
“ new  duties,  and  had  fince,  from  time  to  time,  increafed  them. 

“ That  they  were  induced  thereto,  upon  the  faith  of  promifes  made  to  his 
“ majefty’s  commons,  by  his  majefty’s  minil'ter,  that  the  expences  of  govern- 
“ ment  fhould  be  retrenched,  fo  that  the  new  grants  of  the  people,  and  the 
“ promifed  retrenchment  by  the  minifter,  fhould  concur  in  afyftem  ofequali- 
“ zation,  and  put  an  end  to  the  ruinous  practice  of  running  in  debt. 

“ That  his  tnajefty’s  faithful  commons  had  fully  performed  their  part  of  the 
“ engagement;  but  that  their  bounty  had  been  fo  far  from  being anfwered on 
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“ the  part  of  his  nhniflers,  that  in  no  period  of  time  had  the  debt  of  the  na- 
“ tion  advanced  with  fo  rapid  a progrefs  as  hnce  that  period  ; infomuch,  that 
“ his  majefty’s  commons  then  found  themfelves  burthened  with  a debt  enor- 
“ moufly  greater  than  it  was  at  that  period:  vaftly  greater  than  the  nation 
“ was  ever  before  loaded  with,  and  ftill  accumulating ; befides  being  alfo 
“ loaded  with  thofe  new  taxes,  which  were  granted  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
“ putting  an  end  to  fo  ruinous  a pra6tice. 

“ That  his  majefty's  prefent  miniftcrs,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  fupport 
“ the  charges  of  government  without  increafing  the  debt  of  the  nation,  al- 
“ though  aided  by  all  the  new  taxes,  and  an  increafe  of  produce  in  the  reve- 
“ nues ; and  although  a very  great  proportion  of  the  army  were  not  upon 
“ their  eftablifiiment,  did  in  thatfeffion  apply  for  300,000/.  to  fupply  the  defi- 
“ ciency  of  the  revenues,  fo  that  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons  could  not 
“ even  then  fee  any  end  to  the  ruinous  accumulation  of  their  debt. 

“ That  fuch  a practice,  if  fuftered  to  continue,  muft  exhauft  the  refources, 
“ and  check  the  trade  of  that  country,  and  muft  end  in  the  impoverifiiment 
“ and  ruin  of  the  nation,  and  ultimately  difable  his  majefty’s  faithful  com- 
mons  from  thofe  exertions,  which  might  become  necelfaiy  thereafter,  and 
“ which  they  lliould  ever  be  moft  willing  and  defirous  to  make  in  fupport  of 
“ his  majefty’s  government. 

“ That  they  had  long  confided  in  the  repeated  affurances  of  ceconomy 
“ given  them  from  time  to  time,  by  his  majefty’s  minifters ; but  at  length 
“ finding  it  in  vain  any  longer  to  wait  for  redrefs  from  that  quarter,  they 
“ thought  it  inconfiftent  with  their  duty  to  his  majefty,  and  thofe,  whom  they 
“ reprefented,  any  longer  to  refrain  from  applying  for  redrefs  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  and  imploring  his  majefty’s  protection  againft  his  minifters.” 
^Ir.  Parfons  feconded  the  motion.  It  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  attor- 
-ney-general.  It  was,  faid  he,  a queftion,  upon  which  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe 
had  been  already  taken  three  times  that  feflion;  it  looked  extraordinary,  to 
have  it  introduced  at  that  time,  after  a committee  had  been  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration,  the  only  plan  praClicable,  which  was  a plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  civil  eftablilhment ; and  after  the  houfe  had  pafled  a refolution  for 
all  practicable  retrenchments.  He  was  as  much  an  enemy  as  any  man  to  the 
accumulation  of  debt,  feflion  after  feflion ; but  the  increafe  of  the  revenue 
afforded  a profpeCl  of  their  being  foon  able  to  put  an  end  to  it,  by  its  reaching 
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the  amount  of  their  expences.  It  confequently  followe'd,  that  an  addrefs  of 
that  nature  was  never  lefs  iieceflary  than  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Cony  replied  to  the  attorney-general  in  a moft  animated  fpeech.  Af- 
ter liaving  taken  a view  of  the  country  from  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land into  it,  he  lamented  that  thofe  flattering  profpefts  had  proved  all  deluflon, 
and  there,  was  the  moft  decided  reafon,  in  reviewing  the  condu6t  that  had  been 
holden  for  withdrawing  their  confidence  from  the  prefent  adininiftration,  and 
agreeing  in  an  addrefs,  which  contained  in  itfelf  an  undeniable  train  of  fadls  ; 
and  concluded  with  ftating,  that  they  could  not  confide  in  the  promifes  of 
Ins  majefty’s  minifters,  and  therefore  implored  his  inajefty’s  afliftance  againft 
them  upon  the  fubjedt  of  oeconomy ; the  truth  of  that  muft  appear,  whether 
the  eyes  of  the  nation  were  turned  to  their  military  eftablifhraent,  to  their 
commercial  fyftem,  or  to  their  internal  oeconomy.  At  a late  hour  the  queftion 
was  difpofed  of,  by  the  fecretary's  moving  the  order  of  the  day,  without  a di- 
vifion. 

In  confequence  of  the  commons  having  tacked  fome  claufes  to  the  money 
bills  fentup  to  the  lords,  the  Iloufe  of  Peers,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1783, 
came^to  two  ftrong  and  pointed  refolutions,  which  on  the  next  day  they  or- 
dered to  be  added  to  the  ftanding  orders  of  their  houfe. 

*1.  “ Refolved,  by’the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  afleni- 

“ bled,  nemine  diffenticnte,  that  all  grants  for  the  encouragement  of  particu- 
“ lar  manufadlures,  arts,  and  inventions,  or  for  the  conftruction  or  carrying 
“ on  of  any  public  or  other  works,  ought  to  be  made  in  feparate  adls;  and 
“ that  the  pradlice  of  annexing  fuch  grants  to  bills  of  aid  or  fupply,  for  the 

fupport  of  his  majefty’s  government,  is  unparliamentary,  and  tends  to  the 
“ deftrudlion  of  the  conftitution. 

II.  “ Refolved,  by  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  aflem- 
“ bled,  nemine  diJJ'entiente,  that  this  houfe  will  rejedl  any  bill  of  aid  or  fup- 
“ ply,  to  which  any  claufes  or  claufes,  the  matter  of  which  is  foreign  to,  and 
“ different  from  the  matter  of  the  faid  bill  of  aid  or  fuppK';  or  any  claufe  or 
“ claufes  for  the  granting  of  any  fum  or  fums  of  money  for  the  encourage- 
“ ment  of  particular  manufadtures,  arts,  or  inventions,  or  for  the  conftrudtion 
“ or  carrying  on  of  any  public  or  other  works,  fiiall  be  annexed.” 

Mr.  Curran  took  up  this  matter  as  an  infult  and  injury  offered  to  the  dignity 
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and  rights  of  the  Hoide  of  Commons;  and  gave  notice,  that  on  the  l6th 
of  that  month  he  fliould  bring  it  before  them  ; and  on  that  day,  there  being 
a very  thin  houfe,  he  entered  upon  the  fuhjeft,  by  obferving,  that  while  he 
reflected,  that  the  motion  he  was  going  to  make  M'as  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  the  honour,  and  even  exiftence  of  that  houfe  ; and  that  he  had  given  full 
notice  of  his  intention,  he  was  much  furprifed  at  the  little  regard  that  feemed 
intended  to  be  paid  to  it,  as  was  manifefted  from  the  empt3’nefs  of  thofe 
benches.  It  was  a queftion  of  part}-;  he -was  of  no  party;  he  defpifed  the 
principle  : he  never  did,  nor  never  would  attach  himfelf  to  partj' : the  quef- 
tion went  to  aflert  the  privileges  of  the  people  of  Ireland  reprefented  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  eveiy  defcription  of  men  in  that  houfe  was  equally 
concerned  in  fupporting  it.  It  was  the  foie  and  exclufive  right  of  the  com- 
mons of  Ireland  to  originate  and  frame  money  bills  in  fueh  manner,  as  they 
fliould  think  proper,  and  the  refolution  he  intended  to  propofe,  was  onl}'  to 
vindicate  that  privilege  from  the  encroachments  of  a neighbouring  afliembly, 
which  had  lately,  by  certain  refolutions,  invaded  that  right,  that  palladium  of 
the  conftitution,  Avhich  he  trufted  eveiy  man  in  the  houfe  would  think  himfelf 
boLinden  to  defend. 

He  was  forry  to  fa\q  that  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  was  fo  young,  that  he 
needed  not  go  back  to  a ver^’  remote  period,  to  prove  that  the  exclufive  right 
of  originating  and  framing  mone^’ bills  had  always  refided  in  their  houfe  ; 
but  for  thirty'  years  back,  it  certainh’  had,  and  in  England,  from  whence  they 
derived  their  conftitution,  it  always  had  been  the  practice.  The  peers  and 
the  crown  poffelfed  an  undoubted  right  of  rejetling  fuch  bills  in  toto,  but,  in 
the  commons  alone  refided  the  power  of  originating  or  framing  them ; the 
veiy  mode  of  giving  the  royal  alfent  to  fuch  bills,  demonftrated  that  the 
commons  alone  was  the  fource  from  whence  they  flowed.  His  majejty  thanks 
his  faithful  commons,  accepts  their  benevolence,  and  tcills  it  to  be  fo,  and  this 
mode  obtained  both  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  To  whom  fliould  the  people  of 
Ireland  look  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  for 
the  promotion  of  commerce,  but  to  their  reprefentatives  in  that  houfe  What 
powerful  engine  had  that  houfe,  by  which  it  could  obtain  the  redrefs  of 
grievances,  the  encouragement  of  arts,  for  the  promotion  of  commerce,  but  by 
including  thofe  obje6ls  in  the  bill  of  fupply  ? And  if  the  right  be  once  given 
up,  or  wrefted  from  the  commons,  the}-’  ceafed  to  be  the  patrons  and  repre- 
fentatives of  the  people ; another  alfembly  would  allume  that  power,  and  the 
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people  would  learn  to  look  for  that  encouragement  and  fupport  from  the 
ariftocratic,  which  they  received  from  the  democratic  branch  of  the  ftate,  and 
thathoufe  would  become  a very  cypher,  and  its  members  inftead  of  polVeffmg 
the  power  of  encouraging  arts,  rewarding  merit,  or  in  a word,  of  ferving  the 
country,  would  become  the  humble  folicitors  of  another  aflemhh’. 

From  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  the  power  of  annexing  theredrefs  of  griev- 
ances to  money  bills,  had  been  the  conftitutional  privilege  of  the  commons 
of  England  ; the  practice  of  inferting  fueh  claufes  as  the  commons  deemed 
proper,  had  obtained  in  Ireland  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  to  any  perfon 
acquainted  with  their  conftitution,  muft  at  the  flighted  view  appear  to  be 
their  inherent  right : he  could  not  therefore  fuppofe  that  houfe  would  be 
filent,  when  that  privilege  was  invaded  by  another  alfembly ; no  man  enter- 
tained an  higher  opinion  of  that  affcmbly  tlian  he  did,  and  he  was  perfuaded, 
that  fo  great  was  their  lordlhips’  wifdom,  that  when  that  matter  diould  be 
duly  confulered  by  them,  they  Avould  fee  the  impropriety  of  the  two  refolu- 
tions,  Avhich  appeared  upon  their  Journals.  It  remained  for  the  commons, 
to  vindicate  their  own  privileges  by  a mild  and  temperate  refolution,  which 
he  fliould  propofe  to  the  houfe ; for  even  admitting,  that  fometimes  a Houfe 
of  Commons  had  erred  in  making  improper  grants,  they  lliould  rather  reform 
themfelv’es,  and  determine  not  to  err  again.,  than  fubmit  to  have  a monitor 
over  them. 

Were  he  addrelfmg  a Houfe  of  Commons,  the  moft  virtuous  or  the  moR 
corrupt,  he  fliould  expeef  to  be  fupported  in  the  meafure  ; he  would  fay  to  a 
virtuous  houfe,  the  privilege  of  originating  and  framing  money  bills  is  the 
palladium  of  your  liberty,  the  great  engine  to  reftrain  oppreflion,  to  redrefs 
grievances,  or  to  encourage  merit.  He  would  fay  to  a corrupt  houfe,  it  is 
the  palladium  of  your  corruption,  the  fecurity  of  the  wages  of  your  venality, 
the  means,  by  which  you  may  obtain  the  rewaril  of  your  proftitution.  But 
to  the  houfe  before  which  he  Rood,  the  arguments  of  virtue  and  of  honor 
Avould  be  fufificient.  He  then  entered  into  a perfonal  apology  for  the  difeon- 
tinuance  of  his  intimacy  with  Mr.  Flood,  who  if  prefent  he  had  no  doubt 
would  fupport  the  motion ; he  fpoke  wery  handfomely  of  Mr.  Flood,  not- 
withftanding  the  late  difference  on  fome  political  opinions.  He  then  moved, 

“ That  it  is  the  foie  and  undoubted  privilege  of  the  commons  of  Ireland 

to  originate  all  bills  of  fupply  and  grants  of  public  money,  in  fuch  manner 
“ and  with  fucli  claufes  as  they  lliall  think  proper.” 
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Mr.  Parfons  feconded  the  motion,  which  was  only  fupported  by  1 1 
againft  58. 

Under  the  late  rapid  changes  in  the  Britifl*  cabinet,  and  the  ftill  fludluating 
Rate  of  the  adininiRrations  of  both  countries,  it  was  no  wonder,  that  the 
Iridi  Houfe  of  Commons  Ihould  not  have  fettled  into  a regular  fyRem  of  op- 
pofition  : the  fubdivifions  of  that  general  patriotifm,  in  which  MelTrs.  Flood 
and  Grattan  had  formerly  agreed,  had  been  produdtive  of  the  only  oppofition, 
which  then  exifted  : Mr.  Flood  having  long  adied  in  oppofition  to  the  Whig 
or  Rockingham  party,  appeared  lefs  difpofed  to  coalefce  with  them  than  Mr. 
Grattan,  who  had  ever  adhered  to  their  principles.  Mr.  Grattan  gave  them 
full  credit  for  every  meafure  and  every  profeffion  : Mr.  Flood  diffided  in  their 
promifes,  and  arraigned  their  condiidt.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  fyftem 
of  the  Rockingham  adminiftration  to  leave  almoR  unlimited  diferetion  to 
the  Irilli  government  to  fettle  their  political  ferment  in  their  own  way.  The 
generality  even  of  the  more  thinking  people  confidently  looked  up  to  the  new 
miniftry  for  fome  efficient  Reps  towards  the  attainment  of  *protedting  duties, 
a redudlion  in  the  army  eRablilliment,  oeconomy  in  the  civil  department,  and 
a reform  in  the  popular  reprefen tation  in  parliament.  The  laR  of  thefe  ob- 
jedls  in  particular  had  not  iinreafonably  raifed  the  expedtations  of  the  friends 
of  refonn  to  the  hlgheft  pitch  of  confidence  : they  expedted  that  the  weight 
of  government  would  have  been  thrown  into  their  fcale,  as  the  firft  miniRer 
in  each  country,  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  had  fo  recently  been 
amongft  the  moR  eager  and  loud  in  fupport  of  that  meafure  in  Great 
Britain. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1782,  his  majefty’s  anfwer  to  the  joint  addrefs 
of  both  houfes,  prefented  on  the  ift  inftant,  was  communicated  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  and  vras  to  the  following  effedt : 

“ His  majeRy  returns  his  hearty  thanks  to  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
“ and  commons,  in  parliament  affembled,  for  their  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs. 
“ His  majeRy  receives  with  the  higheft  fatisfaction,  the  fentiments  expreffed 
“ by  his  parliament  refpedling  his  majefty’s  government;  and  his  majefty’s 
“ faithful  parliament  may  reR  aflured  of  his  majeRy ’s  determined  refolution 
“ to  concur  with  them  at  all  times  in  the  maintenance  and  prefervation  of 

* i.  e.  For  protefting  their  own  manufadtures,  and  enforcing  the  confumptlou  of  them  at  home 
by  laying  heavy  duties  on  fimilar  manufa6tures  imported  from  other  countries. 
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“ that  free  and  excellent  conftltution,  on  which  the  happinefs  and  interefts 
“ of  his  people  of  Ireland  fo  elfentially  depend.” 

*The  extraordinaiy  movements  in  the  cabinet  and  the  fenate  of  Great 

Britain 

* A more  important  moment  to  the  fate  of  the  BritHli  empire  certainly  never  exifted  than  that 
under  our  prefent  confideration.  For  to  the  changes  in  the  adminiftration  of  that  day  are  to  be  at- 
tributed the  wonderful  effedts  that  have  diftinguiflied  the  eventful  period  of  nearly  twenty  years, 
which  will  clofe  tlie  fubjeft  of  thefe  fheets.  The  advantages  or  difadvantages  refulting  from  that 
extraordinary  revolution  in  the  Britifli  cabinet  will  be  eftimated  by  every  man  reflecting  on  the 
effcdts  of  it  by  the  political  bias,  intereft,  or  judgment  of  the  individual.  Political  differences  are 
at  all  times,  and  particularly  in  the  prefent,  of  too  fenfitive  a quality  for  the  annalift  to  touch. 

(A.  R.  69.)  On  the  8th  of  December,  1783,  Mr.  Fox’s  India  Bill  had  paffed  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  a divifion  of  208  to  202,  and  the  next  day  was  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Hi- 
therto no  fymptoms  had  appeared,  at  leaft  to  the  public  eye,  that  indicated  the  approaching  fate 
both  of  the  bill  and  its  authors.  Great  pains  indeed  were  taken,  and  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  by 
an  almofl  incredible  circulation  of  pamphlets  and  political  engravings,  to  inflame  the  nation  againll 
the  meafures  and  the  perfons  of  adminiftration  j and  it  was  alfo  remarked,  that  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  feveral  of  that  defcription  of  members,  well  known  by  the  name  of  king’s  friends,  gave 
their  votes  on  the  fide  of  oppofition.  But  it  was  generally  imagined,  that  the  coalition  miniftry 
was  then  too  ftrong  to  be  fliaken  by  the  breath  of  popular  clamour,  and  wholly  improbable,  that 
they  lliould  have  adopted  a meafure  of  fuch  infinite  importance,  either  without  know'ing,  or  con- 
trary to  the  wiflies  of  the  king.  It  went  up  to  the  lords  on  the  firft  reading  on  the  1 ith  of  Decem- 
ber. Lord  Temple,  Lord  Thurlow,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  exprefled  their  abhorrence  of 
the  meafure  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  unqualified  terms.  After  a ftiort  debate,  the  fecond  reading 
was  fixed  for  Monday,  December  15. 

In  the  mean  time  various  rumours  began  to  circulate,  relative  to  fome  extraordinary  motions  in 
the  interior  of  the  court.  It  w'as  confidently  affirmed,  that  on  the  i ith  of  December  the  king  fig- 
nified  to  Lord  Temple  in  a clofet  audience,  his  difapprobation  of  the  India  Bill,  and  authorifed  him 
to  declare  the  fame  to  fuch  perfons  as  he  might  think  fit ; that  a written  note  was  put  into  his 
hands,  in  which  his  majefly  declared,  “ That  he  Ihould  deem  thofe  who  fhould  vote  for  it  not  only 
“ not  his  friends,  but  his  enemies  j and  that  if  he  (Lord  Temple)  could  put  this  in  ftronger  words, 
" he  had  full  authority  to  do  fo.”  And  laftly,  that  in  confequence  of  this  authority,  communica- 
tions had  been  made  to  the  fame  purport  to  feveral  peers  in  the  upper  houfe  j and  particularly  to 
thofe  whofe  offices  obliged  them  to  attend  the  king’s  perfon . 

The  eircumftances,  w'hich  happened  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  confirmed  the  probability 
of  the  truth  of  thefe  reports.  On  the  divifion  upon  a queftion  of  adjournment,  the  minifters  were 
left  in  a minority  of  79  to  87. 

The  fame  day  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Baker,  took  into  confideration  the 
reports  above  alluded  to.  He  flated  fhortly,  that  the  public  notoriety,  both  of  the  fa£l  itfelf  and  of 
the  effefts  it  had  produced,  called  on  tlie  houfe,  which  was  the  natural  guardian  of  the  conftitution, 
for  their  immediate  interference.  He  divided  the  criminality  of  the  fubjed  matter  of  the  report 
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Britain  occafioned  a long  adjournment  in  the  Irilh  parliament,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  the  neceffary  arrangements  for  the  new  miniftry.  But  on  the 

22d 

into  two  parts  ; firfl;  the  giving  fecret  advice  to  the  crown  ; and,  fecondly,  the  ufe,  that  had  been 
made  of  his  majefty’s  name,  for  the  purpofe  of  influencing  the  vote  of  members  of  parliament  in  a 
matter  depending  before  them.  The  firfl  he  contended  was  a diredt  and  dangerous  attack  upon  the 
conflitution.  The  law  declared,  that  the  king  could  do  no  wrong  j and  therefore  had  wifely  made 
his  miniflers  amenable  for  all  the  meafures  of  his  government.  This  was  of  the  very  eflence  of 
the  conflitution,  which  could  no  longer  fubfifl,  if  perfons  unknown,  and  upon  whom,  confequently 
no  refponfibility  could  attach,  were  allowed  to  give  fecret  advice  to  the  crown.  With  regard  to  the 
fecond,  Mr.  Baker  pfov'ed,  from  the  Journals,  that  to  make  any  reference  to  the  opinion  of  the  king, 
on  a bill  depending  in  either  houfe,  had  always  been  judged  a high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament j he  therefore  concluded  with  moving,  “ That  it  is  now  neceffary  to  declare,  that  to  report 
any  opinion,  or  pretended  opinion,  ofhismajefly,  upon  any  bill  or  other  proceeding  depending 
“ in  either  houfe  of  parliament,  with  a view  to  influence  the  votes  of  the  members,  is  a high  crime 
and  liiifdemeanour,  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the  crown,  a breach  of  the  fundamental  privileges 
*'  of  parliament,  and  fubverflve  to  the  conflitution.” 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Lord  Maitland,  and  flrongly  oppofed  by  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  who  urged 
the  impropriety  of  proceeding  on  mere  unauthenticated  rumours  j he  concluded  his  fpeeeh  with 
reproaching  the  miniflers  for  their  bale  attachment  to  their  offices,  though,  upon  their  own  flate  of 
the  cafe,  they  had  loff  their  power,  and  no  longer  polfelfed  the  confidence  of  their  prince. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations,  it  was  faid  to  be  a flrong  prefumption  of  the  truth  of  the  reports, 
that  though  feveral- members,  nearly  allied  to  the  noble  earl,  whofe  name  had  been  mentioned  on 
this  occafion,  had  fpoken  in  the  debate,  none  of  them  had  ventured  to  affert  they  were  falfe.  After 
a long  and  warm  debate  the  houfe  divided,  and  there  appeared  for  the  motion  153,  againfl  it  80. 
It  was  then  refolved,  ” that  on  Monday  next  the  houfe  would  refolve  itfelf  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  the  prefent  flate  of  the  nation.” 

As  a change  of  miniflers  appeared  to  be  a meafure  determined  upon  by  the  king,  and  the  diffolution 
of  parliament  an  immediate  and  neceffary  confequence,  the  majority  of  the  houfe  thought  no  time  was 
to  be  lofl  in  endeavouring  to  render  the  attempt  as  difficult  as  poflible.  With  this  view,  immediately 
after  the  above  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  Mr.  Erfkine  made  the  following  motion,  “ That  it  is 
“ neceffary  to  the  mofl  eflential  interefls  of  tliis  kingdom,  and  peculiarly  incumbent  on  this  houfej 
to  purfue  with  unremitting  attention  the  confideration  of  a fuitable  remedy  for  the  abufes,  which 
“■  have  prevailed  in  the  government  of  the  Britifli  dominions  in  the  Eafl  Indies ; and  that  this 
houfe  will  confider  as  an  enemy  to  his  country  any  perfon  who  fhall  prefume  to  advifehis  majefly 
*■'  to  prevent,  or  in  any  manner  interrupt  the  flifeharge  of  this  important  duty.” 

The  motion  was  oppofed,  as  manifeflly  faiStious,  and  as  interfering  with  the  executive  part  of  go- 
vernment, and  trenching  on  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown  without  any  juflifiable  caufe. 
The  motion  was  however  carried  by  the  fame  majority  with  the  former. 

On  Wednefday  the  17th  of  December  the  India  Bill  was  rejedted  by  the  lords,  on  a divifion  of 
95  to  76.  It  was  remarked,  that  the  Prinee  of  Wales,  who  was  in  the  minority  in  the  former  di- 
vifion. 
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22d  of  December,*  1782,  the  fpeaker,  on  prefenting  the  money  bills,  exprehed 
himfelf  as  follows  : 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ HISTORY  cannot  furnilli  many  inftances  of  fuch  re- 
“ markable  events,  as  have  happened  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feven  years  ; of 
“ thefe  none  are  more  worthy  of  obfervation,  than  the  changes  in  the  human 
mind,  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  they  have  been  produced  by  caufes,  from 
“ which  they  were  the  leaft  to  have  been  expedled.  New  tenets  more  con- 
“ fonant  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and  juftice,  have  been  univerfally 
“ adopted  in  civil  and  religious  policy  ; thefe  are  the  happy  but  unexpedled 
fruits  of  the  calamities  of  war.  In  other  countries  national  benefits  may 
“ have  compenfated  for  national  misfortunes : but  it  has  been  the  peculiar 
“ felicity  of  this  kingdom  to  acquire  the  former,  without  feeling  the  feveri- 


vifion,  havuig  learned  in  the  interim,  that  themeafure  was  offenfive  to  the  king,  was  abfent  on  this 
occalion.  At  twelve  o’clock  on  the  following  night  a meffenger  delivered  to  the  two  fecrctaries  of 
ftate  his  majefty’s  orders,  “■  that  they  fhould  deliver  up  the  feals  of  their  offices,  and  fend  them  by 
" the  under  fecretaries,  Mr.  Frazier  and  Mr.  Nepean,  as  a perfonal  interview  on  the  occalion 

would  be  difagreeable  to  him.”  The  feals  were  immediately  given  by  the  king  to  Lord  Temple, 
who  fent  letters  of  difmiffion  the  day  following  to  the  reft  of  the  cabinet  council : at  the  fame  time 
Mr.  William  Pitt  was  appointed  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
Earl  Gower,  Prefident  of  the  Council.  On  the  22d,  Lord  Temple  refigned  tlie  feals  of  his  office, 
and  they  were  delivered  to  Lord  Sydney,  as  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home  department,  and  to 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  for  the  foreign.  Lord  Thurlow  was  apjxjinted  High  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Duke  of  Rutland  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Vifeount  Howe  Firft  Lord  of  (he  Admiralty, 
and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  Mafter  General  of  the  Ordnance ; Mr.  William  Grenville  and  Lord 
Mulgrave  fucceeded  Mr.  Burke  in  the  Pay-Office,  and  Mr.  Henry  Dundas  was  appointed  to  the 
office  of  Treafurer  of  the  Navy. 

On  the  22d  of  December  Mr.  William  Grenville  begged  leave  to  inform  the  houfe,  that  the  noble 
earl  to  whom  fuch  frequent  allufions  had  been  lately  made,  had  authorifed  him  to  declare,  that  he 
was  ready  to  meet  any  charge  that  ffiould  be  made  againft  him  j and  that  he  had  thought  fit  to 
refign  the  feals  of  his  office,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fmalleft  fufpicion  of  feeking  for  proteftion  or 
ffielter  in  tlie  power  and  influence  of  a mlnifter.  In  anfwer  to  this  extraordinary  notification,  Mr. 
Fox  obferv’ed,  that,  withrefpeft  to  the  propriety  of  the  noble  earl’s  relinquifliing  an  office,  which 
he  had  held  but  tor  three  days,  he  was  doubtlefs  himfelf  tlie  fitteft  judge  ; that  as  to  the  faSs  al- 
luded to,  fadts  of  public  notoriety,  and  which  materially  afte£ted  the  honor  of  parliament,  and  the 
fafety  of  the  conftitution,  he  trufted  the  houfe  would  fee  the  necelTity  of  taking  them  into  their  moft 
ferious  confideration  : but  that  the  fecret  nature  of  thofe  tranfadions  almoft  precluded  the  pofli- 
bility  of  bringing  a perfonal  charge  againft  anyone. 

* 11  Journ.  Com.  p.  182.  ^ 
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“ ties  of  the  latter ; to  her  fteacly  virtue  flie  owes  thefe  attainments,  and  by 
“ her  virtue  I am  confident  fiie  will  preferve  them,  and  tranfrnit  to  pofterity 
“ unimpaired  the  Britifii  conftitution,  the  very  eflhnce  of  which  is  liberty  and 
“ order.  Good  government  and  liberty  are  infeparable  ; they  are  necelTary 
“ to  and  mutually  fupport  each  other,  and  neither  can  exill  without  the 
“ other.  The  commons  fince  the  commencement  of  this  feflion  have  directed 
“ their  attention  to  thefe  important  objefts,  which  were  fo  wifely  recom- 
“ mended  to  them  by  your  excellency,  to  improve  and  fecure  thofe  advan- 
“ tages,  which  had  been  acquired  in  the  lall  parliament ; they  have  alfo  made 
“ provifion,  without  laying  new  burthens  on  the  people,  for  the  honorable 
“ fupport  of  his  majefty's  government,  and  for  the  difeharge  of  the  arrears 
“ upon  the  eftablilhments ; and  they  have  the  fullefi;  confidence,  that  your 
“ excellency  will  reprefent  them  to  his  majefty  as  loyal,  dutiful,  and  affec- 
“ tionate  fubjefts.” 

The  revenue  ftill  continued  to  be  unequal  to  the  expences,  and  300,C00^. 
were  ordered  to  be  borrowed  towards  fupplying  the  deficiencies  ; alfo  £0,000/v 
were  to  be  advanced  as  a loan  to  the  undertakers  of  the  grand  canal,  upon 
fecurity  given ; and  25,000/.  as  a loan  to  Captain  Brooke,  to  fupport  and 
employ  the  manufacturers  by  him  eftablilhed  in  the  cotton  line  at  Profperous, 
in  the  county  Kildare,  upon  his  giving  fecurity  for  paying  the  intereft  half 
yearly  into  the  treafuiy,  and  the  principal  at  Lady-Day,  1794.  Thefe  fu ms 
were  to  be  raifed  upon  debentures,  or  treafury  bills,  aided  by  one  or  more 
lotteries,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  chief  governor. 

Immediately  upon  the  change  of  miniftry  in  England,  Lord  Nortliington 
fent  in  his  refignation  ; it  was  accepted  on  the  /th  of  January,  and  yet  his 
fuccellbr,  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  was  only  appointed  on  the  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1784.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  adjourned  to  the  20th  of  January, 
on  which  day  they  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  then  adjourned  to 
the  9th  of  February,  which  was  the  day,  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Lords  had 
adjourned  from  the  22d  of  December.  During  this  fpecies  of  inter-regnum, 
one  lord  lieutenant  having  refigned,  and  his  fucceflbr  not  having  been  ap-  , 
pointed,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  met  on  the  Qth  of  February,  when  the  at- 
torney general  moved  the  houfe  to  adjourn  to  the  18th,  which  was  oppofed 
by  Sir  Lucius  O’Bryen,  who  faAV  no  reafon,  why  they  fhould  adjourn  on  ac- 
count of  the  fquabble  of  fome  gentlemen  in  England  for  place,  atatime  Avhen 
the  diftrefsful  fituation  of  that  country  called  fo  urgently  upon  their  atten- 
tion. 
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tion.  ]Mr.  Browne  (of  the  College)  oppofcd  the  adjournment  and  faid,  tliat 
all,  who  refpedled  his  majefty  Ihould  vote  againft  an  adjournment  propofed  by 
Lord  Northington,  who  was  aClually  i i oppoiition  to  the  king  : the  adjourn- 
ment Avas  earried  upon  a divifion  of  108  againh  42.  When  the  houfe  met  on 
the  18th,  a long  eonverfation  took  place  upon  Mr.  John  Ponfonby's  motion 
for  3000/.  to  be  diftributed  in  the  difcretiou  of  the  lord  lieutenant  amongft 
the  poor  of  Dublin.  This  brought  up  feveral  members  to  move  for  propor- 
tionate relief  in  favour  of  the  diftrelfed  poor  of  their  refpedive  boroughs, 
which  were  all  negatived,  except  the  original  motion.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
eonverfation.  Sir  Henry  Cavendifli  obferved,  that  money  Ihould  be  granted 
to  fet  people  to  work,  not  to  promote  idlenefs  : for  to  I'uch  a degree  was  that 
now  advanced,  that  there  might  be  feen  twenty  or  thirty  fturdy  beggars  in 
a knot,  and  they  were  grown  fo  outrageous,  as  to  offer  force  in  fome  mea- 
fure.  lie  Ihould  not  be  furprized,  if  in  a fliort  time  they  forced  people's 
doors,  and  took  their  property,  whether  they  would  or  no.*  And  when  the 
provofl  exjneffed  a wilh,  that  fome  general  mode  of  giving  bread  to  the  poor 
could  bedevifed.  Sir  Edward  Newnham  fuggefled  a bill  for  proteefing  duties, 
Avhich  the  right  honorable  member’s  talents  and  influence  could  effedtually 
fee  Lire.  Then  Ireland  Avould  flourilli,  and  they  Avould  hear  no  more  of  ftarv- 
• ing  manufacturers.  Heady  money  u’as  but  a temporary  relief : let  the  great 
banifli  foreign  fopperies,  and  be  content  with  home  manufactures  : protect- 
ing duties  Avould  be  a pennanent  fecurity  againft  want  in  the  lower  order  of 
the  people : it  behoved  them  to  take  thofe  hard-working  men  under  their 
peculiar  protection. 

The  attorney  general  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from 
his  excellency  to  lignify  to  them  his  majefty ’s  defire,  that  they  fliould  ad- 
journ till  IMonday  the  23d,  and  that  an  official  account  had  arrived  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Duke  of  Rutland  to  the  government  of  that  kingdom. 
Soon  after  which,  Mr.  William  Brabazon  Ponfonby  faid,  that  the  lord  lieute- 
nant was  diftinguilhable  for  many  virtues,  and  that  he  was  not  ever  outdone 
by  any  of  his  predecefTors  in  office,  either  for  integrity,  humanity,  or  public 
fpirit ; and  as  his  excellency  Avas  fliortly  to  quit  the  government  of  the  coun- 
' try,  he  felt  it  proper  to  move,  though  no  more  than  the  ufual  form,  that  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  to  affure  his  excellency, 

^ * 2 Pari.  Deb.  p.  358. 
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tliat  the  hoiife  learnt  M'ith  the  cleepeft  regret  his  excellency’s  determination 
of  rclinquifhing  the  government  of  the  kingdom  ; to  atfure  him,  that  the  uni- 
form wifdom  and  virtue  of  his  excellency’s  adminiftration,  manifefted  by  his 
attention  to  the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  the  protedtion  and  advantage 
of  their  commercial  interefls,  and  by  his  zeal  and  firmnefs  in  fupport  of  their 
happy  conftitution,  intitled  him  to  the  motl  grateful  thanks  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  a free  people ; that  they  entreated  his  excellency  to  believe,  that  as 
they  thankfully  acknowledged  his  virtues,  they  lliould  fincerely  regret  his  no 
longer  continuing  to  prefide  over  them,  and  to  requeft  that  his  excellency 
would  be  pleafed  to  add  one  further  favor  to  thofe  already  received  at  his 
hands,  by  reprefenting  to  his  majefty  their  unfliaken  loyalty  to  his  perfon 
and  government,  their  inviolable  attachment  to  their  happy  conftitution,  and 
their  determined  refolution  to  fupport  the  juft  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
commons  of  Ireland  againft  all  encroachments  whatfoever. 

Mr.  Conolly  feconded  the  motion,  at  the  fame  time  teftifying,  that  Lord 
Northington  had  come  over  at  a critical  period,  and  yet  manifefted  the  mod 
Ready  refolution  in  fupporting  the  conftitution  and  promoting  the  real  in- 
terefts  of  Ireland, 

Sir  Edward  Newnham  declared,  he  could  not  agree  to  fuch  an  addrefs  ; 
it  glanced  in  very  difagreeable  terms,  on  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  vo- 
lunteers, who  faved  their  country  in  defiance  of  corruption.  He  could  not 
thank  a viceroy,  under  whofe  adminiftration  a parliamentary  reform  was  (in 
the  language  of  fome  members)  fcouted  out  of  the  houfe : he  fpoke  plain 
Englifii,  and  faid,  a reform  of  that  houfe,  for  no  houfe  ever  w^anted  it  more. 
He  would  wait  the  iffue  of  the  prefen t motion,  to  make  one  that  would  do 
honor  to  a parliament,  of  real  independent  members,  which  motion  he  had 
in  his  hand,  and  that  was,  to  thank  his  majefty  for  difmifling  his  late  mi- 
niftry,  a part  of  whom  robbed  the  crown  of  half  its  dominions  ; and  to  thank 
his  majefty  for  appointing  a new  miniftry,  in  u'hom  the  people  might  con- 
fide, and  whofe  principles  were  declared  friendly  to  the  much  wanted  par- 
liamentary reformation. 

Mr.  O’Hara,  after  dwelling  pretty  much  on  the  fervices  the  volunteers  had 
rendered  the  country,  and  faying,  that  inftead  of  the  cenfure  indiredtly  thrown 
on  them  by  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  addrefs,  they  deferved  the  utmoft 
praifcs,  that  every  friend  to  Ireland  could  beftow,  moved  an  amendment,  by 
expunging  thefe  words,  “ w'e  will  fupport  the  juft  rights  of  the  commons  of 

“ Ireland 
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“ Ireland  againft  every  encroachment  wliatfoever.”  I'hefe,  he  faid,  were 
infidious  words,  and  feemed  direded  to  the  advocates  of  parliamentary 
reform. 

IMr.  Griffith  feconded  the  amendment. 

]\Ir.  Grattan  obferved,  that  Lord  Northington  had  not  been  above  eight 
months  in  that  kingdom,  and  if  he  had  not  greatly  diminilhed  the  national 
expences,  he  had  done  more  than  moft  of  his  predeceffors,  for  he  had  not  at 
all  increafed  them.  The  army  had  been  mentioned  as  an  inftance  of  profu- 
fion,  but  would  any  man  lay  the  blame  of  a vote  of  parliament  at  the  door  of 
a lord  lieutenant  ? As  to  any  fcheme  of  fyftematic  redu6tion,  it  was  impoffible, 
from  the  fhortnefs  of  Lord  Northington's  admin iftration  ; but  they  ffiould  not 
forget,  that  no  objeftion  had  been  made  from  him,  when  the  expence  of  col- 
lecting the  revenue  was  propofed  to  be  reduced  ; formerly  it  was  ohjeCted  to  : 
but  with  this  fymptom  in  his  favour,  they  could  not  condemn  him  for  not  hav- 
ing time  to  carry  a fcheme  of  retrenchment  into  execution. 

As  to  commercial  advantages,  he  Avould  ftate  a duty  on  foreign  beer, 
which  muft  operate  powerfully  in  favor  of  their  own  breweries  and  of  tillage. 
When  that  was  announced  to  the  houfe,  he  recollected  the  honorable  baronet 
rifing,  and  laying  his  hand  upon  his  breaft,  to  return  thanks  for  fo  great  a 
favour. 

Another  advantage  was  the  duty  laid  upon  callico,  in  favour  of  Iriili  ma- 
nufacture. The  duty  onfugar,  that  had  been  conceded  that  feffion,  was  for- 
merly thought  an  objeCl  of  the  firft  magnitude  in  that  commerce. 

As  to  conftitution,  an  idea  totally  new  and  unfolicited  was  introduced  into 
their  admiralty  bill,  that  is,  to  cut  off  any  appeal  to  the  Rritiffi  admiralty, 
by  Avhich  all  that  foolifh  fuppofition  of  any  power  of  external  legiilation  for 
Ireland  remaining  in  Great  Britain  was  for  ever  done  away. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  approved  of  the  noble  and  difinterefted  manner,  in 
which  his  excellency  had  refufed  the  additional  4000/.  a year.  But  as  his 
excellency  did  not  employ  news-papers,  their  puffers  did  not  blazon  it  forth 
with  half  the  affiduity  they  were  known  to  ufe  on  much  more  trifling  occa- 
lions.  The  queftion  being  then  put,  there  appeared  for  the  amendment  5, 
againft  it  lOQ. 

When  the  houfe  met,  according  to  their  laft  adjournment,  on  the  26th 
of  February,  Mr.  Gardiner  moved  a congratulatory  addrefs  to  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  which  was  unaiiimoufly  agreed  to ; and  on  the  ift  of  March  the 
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fame  gentleman  communicated  liis  Grace's  anfu'er  to  the  lioufe.  On  the  fame 
day  thirteen  feveral  petitions  from  counties  and  populous  boroughs  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  their  refpedive  reprefentati\'es,  jrraying 
a reform  in  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament.* 
Amongft  other  motions  on  this  day,  which  was  properly  the  firft  meeting- 
under  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  IMr.  Annefley  Stewart  moved,  that  the  proper 
officer  fliould  lay  before  the  houfe  the  grants  of  looms  and  wheels  made  that 
year  by  the  truftees  of  the  linen  board,  and  an  account  of  the  particular 
perfons,  to  vdiom  they  were  ordered  to  be  deli\'ered.  AVhen  General  Cun- 
nino-ham  faid  he  was  fure  there  was  fomethino;  rotten  at  the  bottom  in  the 
management  of  that  board : he  had  improved  as  much  as  any  man  in  the 
kingdom,  and  helped  manufadtures,  by  eftablilhing  manufadlories,  and  aflift- 
ing  poor  manufadlurers,  yet  pould  never  obtain  a loom,  unlefs  he  would  ac- 
cept of  it  as  a particular  gift  to  himfelf,  which  he  declined  doing.  The 
truftees  of  the  linen  board  did  not  confider  themfelves,  he  faid,  as  truftees,  but 
proprietors,  fome  of  whom  appropriated  thirty  looms  to  themfelves. 

]\Ir.  Fofter  withed  for  the  enquiry,  as  he  was  convinced  nothing  Avould 
come  to  light  but  what  would  be  to  the  honor  of  the  members  of  the  linen 
board  ; and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimoufly. 

The  nation  now  was  in  the  heighth  of  a political  fever  : elated  with  vhat 
they  had  obtained  ; foured  at  their  difappointment  in. being  refufed  what  they 
were  taught  to  believe,  was  ftill  wanting  to  complete  their  freedom  ; the  pub- 
lic attempts  both  of  parliament  and  government  to  diferedit  and  dilfolvc 
the  volunteers  ; the  failure  in  the  attempts  of  the  oppofition  to  procure  a re- 
duction of  the  military  eftablilhment  at  the  return  of  peace,  all  tended  to 
foment  jealoufies  between  the  citizen  and  the  foldier.  A riot  had  lately  hap- 

* 2 Pari.  Deb.  p.  .SSg.  namely,  from  the  county  of  Armagh  by  Mr.  Brownlow,  from  the  county 
of  Meath  by  Sir  Here.  L.  Rowley,  from  the  county  of  Londonderry  by  the  Hon.  Edward  Cary, 
from  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin  by  Mr.  Hartley,  from  the  county  of  Carlow 
by  Sir  Richard  Butler,  from  the  county  of  Louth  by  Mr.  Fofter,  from  the  county  of  Dublin  by  Sir  Ed- 
ward Newnham,  from  the  county  of  Corke  by  the  provoft,  from  the  county  of  the  town  of  Drog- 
heda by  Mr  William  Ogle,  from  the  county  of  Longford  by  Colonel  Gore,  from  the  county  of 
Leitrim  by  Mr.  Peter  Latouche,  from  the  county  of  Sligo  by  Mr.  Owen  Wynne,  from  the  county 
of  Sligo  from  Mr.  O’Hara.  And  on  the  .')th  of  the  month  a fimilar  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr. 
Rowley  from  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  another  from  the  inhabitants  of  Belfaft.  A like  petition 
was  prefented  from  the  county  of  Down  by  Mr.  Ward,  and  a counter  petition  by  Mr.  Annefley. 
A like  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Leflie  from  the  county  of  Monaghan. 
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penecl  at  Ifland  Bridge,  where  the  outrages  of  the  foldiery  had  exceeded  the 
rules  of  military  difcipline  or  even  common  humanity.  This  exafperated  the 
populace,  and  in  vindictive  retaliation,  they  had  recourfe  to  the  barbarous 
practice  of  houghing  the  foldiers,  whenever  they  found  them  ftraggling  and 
off  their  guard. 

^General  Luttrell,  (afterwards  Lord  Carhampton)  therefore  acquainted  the 
houfe,  that  he  had  a motion  to  make,  for  the  prevention  of  a robbery  of  the 
worft  nature,  the  robbery  of  life  and  limb,  by  a cruelty  praclifed  there  in  the 
ISth  century,  that  would  have  aftonilhed  the  barbarians  of  the  I4th;  it  Avas 
the  inhuman  practice  of  houghing  men  for  no  reafon  but  their  being  foldiers,, 
by  the  people  of  the  trade  and  myftery  of  butchers,  whofe  qualifications  were 
a ftrong  arm,  a fiiarp  knife,  and  a hard  heart. 

He  faid,  that  fuch  a6ls  were  fufficient  to  exafperate  men  againft  the  civil 
authority,  if  the  officers  of  the  army  had  not  been  watchful  to  prevent  any 
evil  confequences.  In  the  inftance  of  the  Ifland-bridge  riot,  the  civil  power 
vindicated  its  authority  ; that  immediately  after  that  event,  the  whole  garri- 
fon  of  Dublin  had  been  drawn  up  on  the  parade,  (he  was  himielf  on  duty  by 
order  of  General  Baugh)  the  offended  inhabitants  were  encouraged  to  ap- 
pear on  the  parade,  to  pitch  on  fuch  of  the  foldiers,  whofe  perfons  they  could 
identify,  and  the  offenders  Avere,  in  the  prefence  of  the  high  Iheriffs,  both  for 
city  and  county,  given  up  to  the  civil  poAver,  and  committed  to  NeAvgate. 

He  Avas  the  laft  man  in  the  houfe,  Avho  Avould  get  up  to  excufe  the  foldierv 
in  that  infiance,  and  he  mentioned  the  provocation  in  mitigation  of  thole 
proceedings  ; for  he  thought  a reverence  for  the  laAvs  of  civil  focietAq  and  a* 
peaceable  demeanor  tOArards  their  felloAV  fubjedls,  Avas  the  heft  part  of  military 
difcipline. 

He  quoted  the  fiatute  of  the  5th  of  EdAvard  VI.  Avhereby  perfons,  Avho  AA’ere 
only  fufpe6led  of  being  guilty  of  offences  lefs  horrid  than  the  act  of  houghing, 
AATre  liable  to  have  their  heads  cut  off'  by  the  parties  aggricA’ed,  and  the  vici- 
nity muldted  into  the  bargain  ; but  he  obfcrA'ed,  that  the  redrefs  Avas  as  barba- 
rous as  the  crime. 

That  indiA'iduals  might  be  urged  to  retaliation,  he  afferted,  and  as  a proof, 
he  alluded  to  a commanding  officer  of  a regiment  of  dragoons,  Avho  declared 
to  them  aloud  in  terrorem,  that  if  a man  of  them  Avere  houghed  in  Dublin 
and  they  did  not  the  next  morning  bring  him  a butclier’s  head,  he  Avould  flog 


* Pari,  Debates,  p.  4 19. 
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them  all ; but  this  was  as  an  additional  argument  to  prove,  that  the  gratitude 
for  protedlion  ought  to  fuperfede  the  idea  of  revenge. 

He  then  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill  to  give  better  protec- 
tion to  foldiers,  and  others,  againft  the  barbarous  pradlice  of  houghing. 
Which  was  ordered. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  jMr.  Flood,  who  had  lately  been  over  to  England, 
mentioned  to  the  houfe,  that  when  he  laft  did  himfelf  the  honour  of  moving 
that  houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  a more  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament,  it  was  the  pleafure  of  the  houfe  to  negative  the  propo- 
lition  by  anticipation,  and  to  declare  they  would  not  fuffer  the  bill  even  to  be 
brought  in.  The  fubjeCt  was  fent  back  to  the  people,  where  it  had  been  dif- 
cufl’ed  with  excefs  of  application.  The  approbation  it  met  could  be  only 
equalled  by  the  ardor,  with  which  it  was  adopted.  The  more  examination  it 
underwent,  the  more  it  appeared  founded  in  right;  and  the  unanimous  and 
perfevering  fpirit,  with  which  it  came  back  to  that  houfe,  proved  it  too  firmly 
riveted  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  to  be  eafily  erafed  by  an  abrupt  and  unu- 
fual  mode  of  refufal.  It  contained  not  his  fentiments  alone,  but  the  fentiments 
of  the  nation,  declared  both  publicly  and  privately  in  every  capacity.  He 
was  therefore  anxious  to  return  to  that  kingdom,  that  he  might  be  in  his 
place,  in  order  to  ftand  forward  in  promoting  the  meafure.  He  admitted,  it 
M'ould  be  thought  by  certain  gentlemen  injurious  to  their  private  intereft,  if 
the  couftitution  were  reftored  to  its  original  fecurity  ; but  they  muft  alfo  ad- 
mit, that  it  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  right  andjuftice,  that  indivi- 
duals tliould  be  permitted  to  fend  into  that  houfe,  two,  four,  or  fix  members 
of  parliament,  to  make  a traffic  of  venal  boroughs,  as  if  they  were  houfehold 
utenfils.  It  feemed  a point  agreed  upon  in  England,  that  a parliamentary  re- 
form was  neceffary ; he  ffiould  mention,  he  faid,  the  opinion  given  by  Lord 
Chatham,  upon  whofe  pofthumous  fame  the  prefent  admin iflration  fo  firmly 
ftood  defended  by  the  nation,  though  that  great  and  illuftrious  man  had  been 
neglected  for  ten  years  by  the  public,  and  fo  large  a portion  of  his  valuable 
life  fuffered  to  be  loft  to  the  community.  What  were  his  fentiments  on  that 
important  matter?  His  words  moft  ftrongly  enforced  its  necelTitj’ : in  his  an- 
fwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  city  of  I^ndon,  in  which  he  faid,  that  a reform  in 
parliament  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  in  order  to  infufe  frelh  vigor  into  the 
conftitution,  and  that  rotten  boroughs  ought  to  be  ftrucken  off.  A decifion 
in  England  had  eftablillied  that  dodlrine. 
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Lord  John  Cavendifli,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  fupportcd  it ; 
mid  the  borough  of  Shorehani’s  meafure  was  intended  to  be  made  general. 

IVIuch  argument  had  been  drawn  againft  the  meafure  from  the  people’s  over- 
awing that  houfe ; but  he  alked  gentlemen,  if  they  had  not  known  many  be- 
nefits to  have  refulted  from  the  people’s  interference  with  their  reprefenta- 
tives  ? Let  them  go  back  to  Lord  Carlifle's,  and  fome  other  adminiftrations 
before  him ; was  not  parliament,  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
people ; and  had  not  they  reafon  to  change  their  opinions  in  fubfequent  ad- 
miniflrations,  when  the  fentiments  of  the  people  without  doors  overturned 
thofe  of  people  within.  They  recovered  your  authority,  continued  he ; do 
you  reflore  them  their  privileges.  They  ivere  a body  of  men,  that  ought  al- 
ways to  be  mentioned  with  refpeft  in  that  houfe,  while  it  continued  to  enjoy 
the  confequence  it  had  acquired  from  their  exertions.  That  he  would  endea- 
vour to  give  a concife  account  of  what  the  nation  expe61ed.  That  the  people 
fhould  have  a real,  and  not  a nominal  reprefentation.  That  the  unjuft  privi- 
leges of  boroughs  fliould  be  abolifhed.  That  the  ele6tion  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives  fhould  be  in  the  body  of  the  people.  And  that  corruption  ihould  be 
checked  in  the  elefted  as  well  as  the  eledor. 

It  was  to  beexpe6led,  from  the  natural  impetuofity  of  the  Irifh,  that  the 
volunteers  fliould  violently  engage  in  every  purfuit,  that  tended  to  keep  up 
their  confequence,  and  extend  the  caiife  of  liberty,  which  they  had  long  iden- 
tified with  the  «eceffity  of  arming.  The  generality  of  them  unqueftionably 
were  faiiguine  for  a reform  of  parliament.  They  were  fpirited  up  by  Mr. 
Flood,  and  his  friends,  loudly  and  ftrongly  to  urge  their  claims  of  reform : 
and  were  on  the  other  hand  buoyed  up  with  the  conviftion,  that  parliament 
dared  not  to  refufe  or  refill  them.  The  great  contefl,  was  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  Mr.  Flood’s  bill  on  the  20th  of  March,  1784.  IMr.  Monk  Mafon 
began  the  debate,  and  in  a fet  and  able  fpeech,  drew  together  all  the  general 
and  particular  objections  at  any  time  made  againft  attempts  at  reforming  the 
popular  reprefentation  in  parliament.* 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  faid,  the  defign  of  the  bill  was  to  transfer  the  franchife  of 
election  from  the  few  to  the  many ; or,  in  other  words,  to  deprive  the  prefent 
poffeflbrs  of  the  patronage  of  boroughs,’ and  give  it  to  another  fet  of  men; 

* In  order  that  the  reader  may  have  before  his  eyes  at  one  view  the  grounds  of  oppofing  this  at- 
tempt at  reform,  Mr.  Mafon’s  fpeech  is  given  at  full  length  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXXI. 
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'while  they  w^re  endeavouring'  to  gratify  one  fet  of  men,  they  iliould  not  act 
as  tyrants  to  another.  This  bill  would  be  a prolcriptive  act  agaiuft  the  Roman 
Catholics,  who  would  be  all  turned  out  of  their  farms  to  malce  room  for  forty 
diilling  freeholders.  The  Roman  Catholics  were  a brave  and  loyal  people  ; 
their  loyalty  had  been  proved  in  the  lire  of  adverfity  ; they  required  only  that 
portion  of  liberty,  which  the  legillature  Ihould  deem  confiftent  witii  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  their  fellow  fubjedts.  But  if  the  conftitution  were  to  be  broken  up, 
and  a new  one  to  be  formed,  they  had  as  much  right  to  an  equality  of  repre- 
fentation  as  any  other  fet  of  men.  He  would,  therefore,  make  an  amendment, 
“ Tliat  proteftauts  be  expunged  from  the  bill,  and  the  words  peribns  of  any 
religious  denomination,  inferred  in  their  head.” 

The  Speaker  informed  them,  that  the  amendment,  till  the  queftion  before  the 
houfe,  “ whether  the  bill  hiould  be  committed,”  was  decided,  was  premature. 

This  objedion  to  the  bill  was  alfo  urged  by  IVIajor  (now  General)  Doyle, 
Avho  fuid,  “ But,  fir,  the  greateft  objection  to  this,  is  the  grievous  oppreflion, 
” that  will  be  thrown  upon  three-fourths  of  as  loyal  fubjedts  as  his  majefty  can 
“ boaft  of,  I mean  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ; an  enlightened  jiarlia- 
“ ment  had  done  aM  ay  the  illiberal  prejudices  of  former  ages ; and  hiould 
they,  in  the  very  act  of  renovation,  rc-rivet  thofe  chains,  from  which  that 
“ parliament  freed  them  r That  would  operate  cruelly  againft  the  Roman 
“ Catholic  tenant ; for  no  fooncr  M ould  his  leafe  expire,  than  he,  his  wife, 
“ and  helplcfs  children,  w^ould  be  fet  adrift  to  make  M ay  for  the  Proteftant 
“ freeholders,  to  augment  the  influence  of  the  petty  bafhaM'  of  the  barony  : 
^ the  propofed  extenfion  of  the  right  of  fuffrage,  excluding  the  Roman 
“ Catholic,  M'as  adding  infult  to  injury;  they  brought  the  eup  of  liberty  to 
“ his  parched  lips,  but,  like  Tantalus,  precluded  him  from  the  tafte.” 

IMr.  Grattan  lb  far  differed  in  his  patriotic  efforts  toferve  his  country  from 
Jilr.  Flood,  that  until  they  had  procured  a couftitution,  he  was  indefatigable 
and  foremoft  in  every  exertion,  that  could  tend  to  promote  the  caufe  of  civil 
freedom:  he  had  laboured  ineeflantly  till  the  year  1782;  and  m hen  Great 
Britain  haT,  with  fuperior  M ifdom  and  liberality,  ealled  upon  Ireland  to  ftate 
her  own  terms,  and  had  molt  magnanimoufly  granted  them  without  ftint  or 
cavil,  for  a time  he  appeared  to  reft  upon  his  oars  : he  never  receded  from  the 
principles  he  avowed  : though  his  enemies  objefted  to  him,  that  the  relaxation 
of  his  fervor  was  an  efteft  of  the  donation  of  50,000/.  There  never  was  any 
perfonal  cordiality  betM-een  IMr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  Flood j the  purity  oflVfr. 

Flood's 
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Flood's  palriotifni  appears  to  liave  been  much  queftioned,  from  the  recency  of 
its  birth,  the  douhtfulnefs  of  its  parentage,  and  his  inteioperance  in  the  indul- 
gence of  the  novelty.  On  tliis  important  debate,  ]Mr.  Grattan  was  the  only 
member  of  the  houfe  wlio  did  not  exceed  his  ufual  powers.  He  temperately  oh- 
ferved,  that  the  queftion  before  the  houfe  was,  whether  the  bill  tliould  be  com- 
mitted? And  that  queftion  thould  he  decided  by  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
not  by  any  defect  in  its  claufes.  He  believed  that  bill  never  would  he  carried 
into  cffedl ; hut  a hill  might  he  formed  by  correcting  all  its  defects,  ftill  pre- 
ferving  Its  principles.  The  committee  was  the  place  to  make  alteration  or  im- 
provement. 

That  the  hill  was  an  innovation  on  the  conflitution,  he  denied  ; the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  conltitution  were  ahufed  by  the  corruption  of  bo- 
roughs, andif  they  were  fo,  reformation  had  become  necelfary.  That  hill  went 
to  firft  principles;  it  was  an  innovation  upon  abufe  ; hut  a renovation  of  the 
conltitution.  What  was  the  o6tennial  hill ; what  were  the  cle6tion  laws,  hut 
innovations  upon  ahufes,  and  renovations  of  firlt  principles  ? Their  forefa- 
thers M'ere  not  fo  apprehenfn  e of  innovation  : the  great  charter  was  an  inno- 
vation upon  tyranny  : the  hill  of  rights  was  alfo  fuch  an  innovation ; hut 
they  were  both  reftorations  of  the  people’s  rights. 

It  was  faid,  that  the  bill  would  increafe  both  the  oligarchical  and  dcmocra- 
tical  factions  of  the  ftate ; that  M as  impolTihle ; tlie  poM'cr  of  tlie  commons 
and  of  the  people,  M ere  the  fame  ; and  lie  M as  a had  man,  M'ho  M’ould  wifli  to 
feparate  them.  It  M^as  not  three  hundred  gentlemen  fitting  in  parliament,  that 
were  the  commons  of  Ireland,  but  thofc  gentlemen  and  their  conhituents  to- 
gether : it  M^as  that  alliance,  that  gave  Itrength  and  longevity  to  the  conftitu- 
tioh,  Mdiich  long  ago  would  have  fallen  under  tyranny,  if  not  fupported  by 
the  people  ; that  M'as  the  caufe  M'hy  the  conftitution  of  England  had  not  fallen, 
as  that  of  France  had  done,  for  want  of  fuch  an  invigorating  principle. 

Another  argument  was,  “ that  m c ought  not  to  disfranchife  thofe  perfons, 
who  “ at  prefent  enjoy  the  right  of  voting  in  boroughs  but  could  that  he  called 
a franchife,  which  Mas  ufed  as  a private  property,  either  to  be  fold  or  given 
away  ? Befides,  they  impofed  no  hardlhips  on  thofe  people,  hut  M'hat  the  law 
had  alread}-  impofed ; for  the  law  of  the  land  difalloM'ed  the  felling  feats  in 
parliament. 

He  had  declared  his  approbation  of  the  principle  of  the  hill,  and  M^ould 
vote  to  have  it  committed ; fo  far  Avould  he  go,  and  no  farther : he  would  not 
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commit  the  parliament,  nor  give  their  confent  to  any  a6i;  or  refolution,  or  ex- 
preffion  injurious  to  the  commons,  becaufe  that  would  be  to  difcredit  their 
authority,  and  impeach  the  law-makers;  and  what  had  they  been  contend- 
ing for,  but  the  fupremacy  of  their  parliament  ? He  acknowledged  their  con- 
Ritution  had  fome  defects,  but  fuch  as  it  was,  it  was  the  belt  exifting ; and 
though  it  might  be  a proper  fubje6t  for  reform,  it  ought  not  to  be  the  fubje6t 
of  calumny.  Mr.  Pitt  had  fet  a proper  example  : animated  with  his  father's 
patriotic  fpirit,  he  wilhed  to  invigorate  the  conftitution  of  his  country,  to  fup- 
ply  it  with  ftrength,  and  remedy  its  infirmities  ; but  he  felt  a dutiful  refpeft, 
which  reftrained  him  from  any  violent  or  ralli  proceeding.  He  knew,  that  if 
by  any  excefs  of  the  reformer,  a reform  were  once  loft,  every  hope  muftperifli 
with  it. 

Gentlemen  had  intimated,  that  difcontents  might  prevail  among  the  volun- 
teers and  the  people,  if  that  meafure  fliould  be  rejefled ; he  doubted  not  there 
might  be  fome  little  ebullition ; but  nothing  lets  than  a miracle  could  con- 
vince him,  that  they  would  ever  violate  the  public  peace  and  good  order;  they 
were  reftrained  by  the  conftitution  they  poffeffed,  and  by  the  fame,  which  they 
had  acquired.  When  he  declared  that  opinion  of  the  volunteers,  he  knew 
he  fpoke  before  men,  who  in  conjuntlion  with  them,  had  done  more  than  the 
barons  at  Runnymede,  or  the  convention  parliament : men  who  had  acquired 
more  by  wifdom  and  difcretion,  than  others  with  the  fword.  He  did  not  like 
the  diRinftion,  which  faid,  the  people,  and  not  parliament,  acquired  the  great 
objefts,  for  which  that  country  lately  contended : the  diftin^tion  was  not  jufl 
or  true  ; they  were  acquired  by  an  happy  concurrence  and  union  of  both. 

Who  acquired  the  free  trade  ? The  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Who  acquired  the  repeal  of  the-  6th  of  George  the  IR.  ? The  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Who  reRored  the  appellant  jurifdi6tion  ? The  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Who  framed  an  Irilh  mutiny  bill?  The  Houfe  of  Commons. 

In  a word,  who  obtained  all,  that  could  be  demanded  or  defired  ? The 
Houfe  of  Commons,  backed,  not  bullied,  by  the  volunteers ; fupported,  but 
not  intimidated.  The  volunteers  never  did,  nor  never  would  attempt  to  over- 
aAve  that  parliament,  under  which  they  formed  ; that  parliament,  which  they 
had  pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  fupporL 

As  the  principle  of  the  bill  went  to  a reform,  he  would  vote  for  having  it  go 
into  ^ committee ; the  defedlive  claufes  might  there  be  altered,  as  was  done 
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in  the  cafe  of  the  bill  for  relieving-  their  Catholic  fellow-fubjeets,  which  he  had 
the  happinefs  to  fupport.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced 
that  bill,  being  convinced  of  its  imperfedlion,  confented  to  a total  alteration 
of  its  form,  retaining  its  principle  and  fpirit ; the  fame  thing  might  be  done 
with  this  bill ; and  he  fincerely  wiflied  it  the  fame  effect,. 

About  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  queftion,  whether  the  bill 
fliould  be  committed,  was  put,  and  on  a divifion,  the  numbers  were — 

Ayes  - - 85 

Noes  - - 159 

Thus,  for  the  prefent,  Avas  put  an  end  to  the  grand  queftion  of  reform  in 
parliament.  The  majority  of  74  Avas  too  decifive  not  to  deter  the  partizans  of 
refonn  from  attempting  any  thing  further  upon  the  fubjedl.  Tavo  other  ob- 
jedls  of  great  national  importance  Averebr  ought  before  parliament  that  feffion ; 
the  regulation  of  the  revenue,  by  Mr.  Grattan,  and  the  improA-ement  of  com- 
merce, by  ]\Ir.  Gardiner : the  firft  on  the  Sift  of  March,*  the  laft  on  the  id 
of  April.f 

The  backAvardnefs  of  the  parliament  in  feconding  the  Avifhes  of  feveral  of  the 
armed  alfociations,  and  their  affumption  of  a right  to  give  inftrudlions  to, 
and  Avatch  the  motions  of  their  conftifuents  in  parliament,  had  fo  fhai-pened 
the  rancour  and  animofity  of  the  people,  that  they  flcAV  out  into  the  moft  au- 
dacious outrages.  On  the  5 th  of  April,  a complaint  Aras  made  to  the  houfe 
of  a breach  of  privilege,  by  feveral  perfons  riotoufly  breaking  into  the  houfe; 
tAvo  of  the  perfons  guilty  of  the  offence,  having  beenfeized  by  th^  ferjeant  at 
arms,  Avere  ordered  to  be  profecuted,  and  immediately  Mr.  Fofter  moved  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, refpecting  an  outrageous  mob,  Avhich  had  broken  into  the  houfe  that  day, 
and  behaved  riotoufly  and  abufively  to  feveral  of  the  members,  in  Avhich  it  Aras 
unanimoufly  refolved,  that  an  addrefs  fliould  be  prefented  to  the  lord-lieute- 
nant, that  he  Avould  be  pleafed  to  iffue  a proclamation,  offering  fuch  reAvard 
as  he  fliould  thinL  proper,  for  the  difcovery  of  fuch  perfons,  as  had  been  con- 
cerned in  tumultuoufly  breaking  into  the  houfe,  or  Avho  had  incited  or  encou- 
raged others  thereto ; and  on  the  fame  day  a complaint  Avas  made  of  feveral 

* The  fpeeches  of  Mr,  Grattan  and  of  Mr.  Beresford,  lay  open  the  whole  fyftem  of  revenue  in 
Ireland  at  that  time,  and  are  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXXII. 

t Mr,  Gardiner’s  fpeech  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No,  LXXIII.  as  a moll  valuable  piece  of  hif- 
torical  information  on  the  commerce  of  Ireland. 
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paragraphs  in  a printed  newspaper,  intituled  “ The  Volunteer  s Journal,  or  Irijh 
Herald,"'  publilhed  that  morning;  which  being  read,  it  was  unanimoufly  re- 
Iblved,  that  the  laid  paper  was  a daring,  falfc,  fcandalous,  and  leditious  libel 
on  the  proceedings  of  that  houfe,  tending  to  promote  difeontents  among  his 
majefty's  fubjects,  to  create  groundlefs  jealouhes  between  that  kingdom  and 
Great  Britain,  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  his  ma  jefty’s  go- 
vernment, and  to  excite  an  oppofition  to  the  laws  of  the  land  ; and  it  was  or- 
dered, that  the  printer  and  publilher  of  the  paper  ihould  forthwith  attend  the 
houfe. 

On  the  fame  day  IMr.  Fofter  moved,  that  the  printer  and  publilher  of  The 
Evoiing  Chronicle,  Ihould  alfo  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  the  fame  fedi- 
tious  and  libellous  paragraphs  having  alfo  appeared  in  that  paper  : and  almoll 
immediately  after,  he  reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  conducl.  of  the  magiftrates  on  that  occafion.  The  houfe  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions,  viz. 

“ Refolvcd,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  Right  lion.  Tho- 
“ mas  Green,  the  lord  mayor,  received  notice  on  iMonday  laft,  atnine  o'clock, 
“ from  Mr.  Secretary  Orde,  that  he  had  information  of  an  intended  tumult 
“ in  the  city  on  that  day ; aird  that  the  lord  mayor  had  feen,  on  Sunday 
“ evening  laft,  one  of  the  feditious  hand-bills,  which  were  difperfed  through- 
“ out  the  city  on  that  day. 

“ Refok'ed,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  notwithftanding  fuch 
“ information,  the  faid  lord  mayor  did  not  take  any  ftep  to  prevent  the  tumul- 
“ tuous  rifmg  of  the  people,  M hich  happened  in  this  city  on  Monday  laft, 

“ Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  faid  lord  mayor  has 

not  abled  with  that  caution  and  prudence  which  becomes  the  magiftrate  of 
“ this  city.” 

IVIr.  Grifiith  faid,  he  thought  the  lord  mayor  had  acted  with  a becoming 
regard  for  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  He  had  refrained  from  calling 
on  a military  force,  which  the  conl'titution  abhors,  until  compelled  by  the  laft 
extremity.  In  doing  this,  he  was  warranted  by  the  prudent  and  conftitutional 
advice  of  Mr.  Speaker. 

The  Prime  Serjeant  faid,  that  the  lord  mayor  had  entered  upon  his  office  at 
a time,  w hen  the  city  was  in  the  moft  pcrfe6l  ftate  of  tranquillity,  and  when  its 
police  w^as  much  more  completely  regulated,  than  ever  it  had  been  at  any 
former  period.  In  that  ftate,  his  predeceflbr’s  great  ability  and  unwearied 
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application  to  the  duties  of  his  high  office,  had  left  the  city;  but  hardly  had 
Mr.  Green  entered  upon  his  year  of  mayoralty,  Mhen  he,  who  had  been  an 
aftivc  officer  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  fuffered  everything  to  run  into  dif- 
order;  the  ftrccts  became  impaffiible,  riots  became  frequent,  and  every  duty 
negle<5ted.  The  man  who  could  fo  far  forget  himfelf,  as  not  to  prevent  fuch 
tumults  as  had  arifen,  he  faid,  muft  be  conhdered  as  little  better  than  an  ac- 
complice, and  therefore,  though  u ith  inhnite  relu6tance  he  ffiould  confent  to 
any  thing  difgraceful  to  a magiltrate,  he  thought  ^Ir.  Greene  ought  to  be 
cenfured. 

The  Recorder  and  Alderman  Warren  fuported  the  lord  mayor,  as  did  ]\fr. 
Hartley. 

Mr.  Hayes,  of  the  County  of  Wicklow,  faid,  that  he  had  for  many  years 
known  the  lord  mayor  in  that  county,  u'here  he  was  efteemed  a worthy  public 
fpirited  man,  and  an  active  upright  magiftrate. 

Upon  a divilion  there  appeared,  for  cenfuring  the  lord  mayor  35,  and  17 
againfi  it. 

Among  other  matters  then  pending,  Sir  John  Blaquiere's  paving  bill  had 
created  difeontent  amongft  a large  part  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  and  many 
of  them  had  petitioned  againft  it.^  On  the  7 th  of  the  month,  Mr.  Aldennan 
W arren  faid,  that  fuch  \\  as  the  tenor  of  that  bill,  as  induced  the  inhabitants 
to  think  it  inexpedient,  agreeable  to  the  petitions  prefented  on  the  preceding 
day;  that  to  prevent  the  grievances  arifmg  therefrom,  counfel  ought  to  be 
heard,  Avho  were  ready  to  attend  at  the  bar. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  dilfentcd,  not  only  in  approving  of  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  but  alfo  thought  it  repugnant  to  the  dignity  of  that  houfe,  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  folicitations  of  an  unruly  people.  He  wanted  to  know  if  it  Avere 
not  an  infult  to  the  houfe,  to  have  petitions  offered  up  by  ringleaders  of 
mobs.  He  then  entered  into  a detail  of  his  being  furrounded  by  a riotous 
mob  near  the  Tholfel,  and  challenged  by  them  to  know,  if  he  were  not  an 
abettor  of  Sir  John  Blaciuiere's  bill;  but  as  a guiltlefs  man,  that  could  never 
be  intimidated,  he  declared  he  Avas  ; in  confequence  of  Avhich,  he  found  him- 
felf ingulphed  in  a vortex,  Avhence  he  could  not  extricate  himfelf ; and  on  de- 
manding AA’ho  they  Avere,  he  received  for  anlVer^  that  they  Avere  the  aggre- 

* S Pari.  Debates.  Although  the  petition  were  prefented,  yet  was  it  not  accepted  by  tlie  houfe, 
which  rejection  irritated  the  populace  A^ery  much  : eA’en  the  prefentation  of  it  is  not  noticed  in  the 
Journals.  - . • _ , . 
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gate  body.  Thus  he  perceived,  that  if  Napper  Tandy  thought  proper  to  go 
into  the  remoteft  recefles  of  that  city,  and  excite  the  inhabitants  to  a6ls  of  de- 
fperation,  thefe  meetings  were  to  be  legalized  by  the  fpecious  appellation  of 
aggregate  bodies. 

The  Recorder,  in  the  Rrongeft  terms,  reprobated  the  M'liole  bill,  as  a fyftem 
of  unexampled  tyranny  and  oppreffion.  It  placed,  he  faid,  in  the  hands  of  a 
fet  of  low  perfons,  (for  commiffioners  adling  for  150/.  a year  could  be  no 
other)  a power  to  fine  and  torment  with  all  the  infolence  of  authority,  every 
citizen  of  Dublin.  It  gave  them  power  to  raife  taxes,  and  to  borrow  money  ; 
to  fummon  whomfoever  they  thought  proper  before  their  tribunal;  and  upon 
negledl  or  difobedience,  to  impofe  a fine  of  40/.  By  this  inquilitorial  a6l,  the 
father  would  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  againft  his  fon,  and  the  fon  againft 
his  father  before  that  honorable  board. 

The  principle  of  the  bill,  he  faid,  was  utterly  repugnant  to  the  law  and  con- 
ftitution  ; and  although  the  mover  of  the  bill  exprelfed  his  readinefs  to  admit 
of  any  reafonable  amendment  to  it,  that  could  be  fiiggefted,  he  objecled  to 
the  whole  principle,  as  utterly  incapable  of  being  modelled  to  the  public 
benefit. 

In  this  licentious  difpofition  of  the  public  mind,  Mr.  Fofter  had  been  par- 
ticularly marked  as  an  objedl  of  obloquy*  in  the  newspapers : he  therefore 
brought  in  a bill  for  reftraining  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which  M as  the  only 
remaining  fubjedt  of  importance,  thatM'as  agitated  in  parliament  during  the 
feflion.  It  was  then  oppofed  by  fome  of  the  oppofition. 

On  the  2d  reading  of  the  bill,  Sir  EdM  ard  Crofton  faid,  he  M^as  aftoniflied 

* This  appears  to  have  been  the  cafe  from  what  Mr.  Gardiner  remarked  in  tlie  debate.  The 
continuation  of  abufe,  which  is  thrown  upon  one  of  the  moft  virtuous  chara6ters  in  this  houfe ; a 
man,  to  whom  the  trade  and  agriculture  of  Ireland  is  more  indebted,  than  to  any  other  perfon 
living,  demonftrates  the  neceflity  of  the  bill.  No  man  can  ferve  this  country  as  tilings  are  now 
conducted,  without  becoming  at  one  time  or  other  the  objeA  of  calumny.  I have  experienced  this 
myfelf,  though  now  I happen  to  be  a faverite,  poffibly  with  as  little  realbn,  as  my  right  honorable 
friend  is  the  mark  for  obloquy. 

The  licentioufnels  of  theprels  is  fo  great,  that  no  man  can  refl  onehotn  fecure,that  his  character 
will  not  become  the  prey  of  fome  hireling  defamer.  A bill,  therefore,  to  fccure  character  from  ma- 
lignant attacks,  is  abfolutely  neceffary.  Notliing  can  be  more  moderate  tlian  the  principle  of  that 
which  is  now  before  us.  It  allows  every  man  to  publilh  whatever  he  thinks  proper,  only  making 
him  refponfible  for  what  he  does  publilh.  This  is  fimply  the  principle  of  the  bill  j if  there  be  any 
4efed  in  its  claufes,  that  may  be  remedied  by  going  into  a committee.”  3 Pari.  Debates,  p.  i6s. 
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that  a bill  of  fuch  a dangerous  tendency  to  the  eonftitution,  and  fo  violent  an 
attack  on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  tliould  be  agitated  in  fuch  thin  hordes. 
He  confidered  the  prefs  as  the  ftrongeft  bulwark  of  the  eonftitution  ; and  as 
he  valued  that  eonftitution,  rvould  relift  any  mealure  ot  a tendency  to  leften  its 
fecurities.  He  then  moved,  that  the  fecond  reading  be  poftponed  to  the  111 
of  Auguft. 

Air.  Fofter  faid,  that  it  was  highly  unjuft  to  fuppofe  any  injury  intended  to 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs  by  the  bill  in  queftion  ; the  mauifeft  delign  of  that  bill 
was  to  preferve  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  by  curbing  its  licentioufnefs,  which 
of  late  had  grown  to  Inch  a degree  of  enormity,  as  to  become  a national  re- 
proach. The  bill  was  not  intended  as  a reftraint  upon  any  man,  to  prevent 
his  publifliing  his  fentiments  or  opinions.  If  the  bill  Ihould  pafs,  every  man 
would  hereafter  be  at  full  liberty  to  publifti  whatever  he  Ihould  think  proper, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  if  a jury  of  his  countrymen  Ihould  deem  fuch 
publication  a falfe,  fcandalous,  or  malicious  libel,  he  would  be  anfwerable. 
After  a very  warm  debate,  the  houfe  divided,  22  for  the  adjournment,  and 
77  againft  it.  On  a fubfequent  day  Mr.  Brownlow  fupported  the  bill;  and 
^Ir.  Grattan  faid,  the  neceflity  of  the  firft  claufe  of  the  bill,  that  for  making 
known  the  real  name  of  the  printer  or  proprietor  of  every  newspaper,  was  ap- 
parent, and  if  carried  with  unanimity,  would  produce  the  moft  falutary  con- 
fequence.  There  was  one  paper,  faid  he,  that  teemed  with  exhortations  and 
incitements  to  affaftination,  which  daily  puhliflicd  fuch  atrocious  matter,  as 
would  not  be  fuftered  in  any  other  country  exifting.  Parliament  M'as  called 
upon  to  check  fuch  proceedings,  and  to  guard  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  from 
the  injury  it  might  receive,  through  the  fcandalous  and  licentious  condudl  of 
the  newspapers.  He  had  no  idea  of  wounding  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ; but  if 
it  were  fuftered  to  go  on  in  the  way  it  then  did,  one  of  two  things  would 
enfue ; it  ’would  either  excite  the  unthinking  to  aGs  of  defperation,  or  it 
Avould  itfclf  fall  into  utter  contempt,  after  having  difgraced  the  nation.  To 
prevent  either  of  which  confequences,  he  thought  parliament  called  upon  to 
interfere  confonant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  eonftitution,  not  by  impofing  any  new 
penalty,  nor  by  compelling  printers  to  have  their  publications  licenfed,  but 
merely  to  oblige  them  to  put  their  names  to  their  newspapers. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  ordered  their  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  take  the 
publiihers  and  printers  of  the  oftenfive  newfpapers  out  of  the  cuftorly  of  the 
civil  power,  and  commit  them  over  to  military  efcorts,  under  which  they- 
were  more  cruelly  and  feverely  treated,  than  they  could  have  been  by  the  civil 
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power.  Againft  thefe  illegal  ftretches  of  power,  fome  of  the  warmed  pa- 
triots vehemently  exclaimed.  Although  the  bulk  of  the  houfe  were  againd 
them,  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  upon  the  unwarrantable  exercife  of  a rigor 
fo  manifeftly  beyond  the  law,  produced  in  that  ferment*  of  the  public 
mind  the  very  word  of  confequences. 


* General  Laltrell,  who  was  at  no  time  a popular  favorite,  may  by  fome  be  fufpeded  of  having^ 
exaggerated  the  truth,  when  on  the  12th  of  April,  he  faid  in  the  houfe,  no  country  was  ever  dif- 
graced  in  the  manner  Ireland  had  lately  been  ; nothing  lefs  than  eflays  in  praife  of  murder,  invefti- 
gating  the  different  means,  by  which  it  might  be  perpetrated,  and  giving  preference  to  the  poignard 
as  tire  mofl:  certain  and  leaft  dangerous  to  the  affaflin.  There  was  no  place  in  the  world  where  ex- 
citements to  murder  would  be  permitted  ; and  if  the  mobs  there  committed  murders,  they  muft  be 
attributed  to  the  news-printers,  who,*  not  content  with  affaffinating  charadters,  had  proceeded  to 
the  Ihedding  of  blood.  The  bill  before  them,  would,  he  hoped,  remedy  that  enormity,  and  alfo  an- 
other, which  they  had  lately  imported  from  Loudon,  that  is,  the  raifing  contributions  by  defaming, 
or  threatening  to  defame  innocent  perfons.  He  hoped  a newfpaper  would  no  longer  be  able  to  fay, 
give  me  fo  much  money,  or  yonr  chara6ter  fliall  be  deflroyed  by  calumny.  Tliis  re  like  the  means 
ufed  to  raife  contributions  by  a fet  of  infamous  mifereants  in  England,  againft  wliofe  pra6tices  the 
legillalure  of  that  country  was  compelled  to  exert  itfelf ; they  ufed  to  threaten  perfons,  that  if  not 
paid  for  lilencc,  they  would  accufe  them  of  crimes,  which  to  mention,  lliocks  our  nature  : how 
much  better,  he  aiked,  have  been  the  pra6ticcs  of  fome  news-printers  here  ? 

. Mr.  Gardiner,  however,  who  was  at  that  time  the  prime  favorite  of  the  people,  as  he  was  the 
avowed  adTOcate  nf  the  diftreffed  manufaftnrers,  thus  confirmed  the  General’s  ftatement  : — “ I 
" have  been  in  fome  degree,  the  innocent  caufe  of  the  difturbances  that  have  prevailed  of  late; 
” but  I trull  the  houfe  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  recolle6t,  that  I did  declare  in  November  laft,  upon 
“ the  very  firft  appearance  of  them,  that  if  the  people  vstruld  not  defift  from  all  violence,  and  de- 
" mean  themfelves  in  a peaceable  manner,  I would  abandon  the  caufe,  which  I had  undertaken. 
“ And  could  I have  forefeen  the  tumults  that  have  happened,  I certainly  would  have  been  as  good 
" as  my  word  ; nor  will  I in  future  ever  undertake  the  fmalleft  thing  for  the  relief  of  the  manufac- 
turers,  if  the  people  continue  to  aQ:  fo  improperly  as  of  late  they  have  done ; and  I hope  the  gen- 
" tlcmen  who  divided  with  me  upon  the  queftion  of  protecting  duties,  will  make  the  fame  deter- 
“ mlnation. 

“ As  to  the  bill  now  before  os,  the  firft  claufe  is  on  all  hands  admitted  ; and  the  neceffity  of  the 
“ laft,  (by  which  the  hawker  of  any  nnftamped,  inflammatory,  or  libellous  paper,  may  be  com- 
“ pelled  to  prove  from  whom  he  received  it,)  is  obvious.  It  was  by  the  inflammatory  hand-bill 
lately  difjxirfed,  that  all  this  tumult  has  been  excited,  as  I am  well  aflured  by  the  Working  peo- 
" pie  themfelves,  who  declared,  that  they  had  no  idea  of  ftirring  till  they  faw  it. 

“ I muft  fay  once  more,  that  had  I forefeen  what  was  to  happen,  I never  would  have  undertaken 
" the  caufe  of  the  manufadturers  ; and  I feel  myfelf  extremely  hurt  at  the  improper  condudt  of  the 
working  people  : I lament  it  on  their  own  account,  becaufe  parliament  never  will  be  driven  into 
“ meafures  ; and  though  otherwife  what  1 promifed  might  be  taken  up  and  carried  into  eftTedl, 
“ perhaps  in  a lefs  degree,  yet  while  riot  and  diftuvbance  continue,  nothing  can  be  done.” 

Towards 
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Towards  the  clofe  of  the  feffion  Lord  Hilwarlin’s  motion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  a fpecial  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  declaratory  of  their 
approbation  of  his  Grace’s  juft  and  wife  adminiftration,  produced  fome  very 
angry  debates  for  feveral  days.  The  treafury  bench  refounded  with  the 
higheft  eulogies  of  the  peculiar  and  fignal  advantages  of  the  Duke  of  Rut* 
land’s  adminiftration.  His  moft  impreflive  panegyrift  was  Mr.  Fofter,  who 
in  anfwer  to  the  three  chief  arguments  from  the  oppofition  benches, 
namely,  tliat  the  people  was  difcontented,  that  the  feflion  had  been  difgrace- 
ful,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  unpopular,  thus  exprelTed  himfelf. 
‘‘  They  fay,  the  people  have  caufe  to  be  difcontented.  I deny  it,  unlefs  they 
“ mean  that  caufe,  which  no  human  power  could  prevent,  the  inclemency  ot 
“ the  late  feafon.  Tlie  utmoft  efforts  indeed  have  been  made  to  alleviate  it, 
by  the  corn  bill  and  other  meafures ; I know  the  news-papers  have  taken 
“ pains  to  inflame  the  public  mind,  and  to  irritate  the  paflions  of  the  people, 
by  falfe  and  fcditious  writings ; and  thofe,  who  credit  the  falfehoods  of 
“ news-papers  may  be  difcontented,  but  I will  not  believe,  that  there  are 
“ many  fuch ; the  more  reafonable  and  difccrning  perfons  cannot  be  mifled, 
“ they  muft  fee,  that  their  reprefentatives  have  been  watchful  of  their  interefts, 
“ and  that  that  feftion  of  parliament  had  been  diftinguiflied  by  many  wife  and 
“ beneficial  acts.  They  fay,  that  it  has  been  a difgraceful  feftion.  He  had  fat 
“ many  feflions,  and  he  never  knew  one  wherein  fo  many  good  a61s  had  been 
“ pafied,  or  more  public  benefits  procured.  They  faid,  that  houfe  was  un- 
popular  : unpopular  it  might  be  with  the  promoters  of  difeontent  and  fe- 
“ dition,  but  it  was  popular  with  the  wife  and  difeerning  : it  would  be  a fatal 
“ day  to  Ireland,  when  the  people  fliould  quarrel  MUth.tLeir  parliament.  The 
privileges  of  that  houfe  were  the  privileges  of  the  people  : its  ftrength  was 
their’s,  and  if  they  failed  to  fupport  its  ftrength  and  its  privileges  they  were 
“ undone.” 

The  cry  on  the  othev  hand  from  the  oppofition  benches  was  for  what  boun- 
ties received  from  the  Duke  of  Rutland  were  die  people  of  Ireland  to  offer  up 
their  thankfgiving  ? Was  it  for  the  rejection  of  tlieir  favourite  bill  to  reform 
the  reprefentation  in  that  houfe,  and  to  renovate  the  conftitution  ? Was  it 
for  the  precipitate  difmiflal  of  the  erjualization  bill,  without  deigning  it  any 
offer  of  redrefs,  any  flight  promife  from  the  minifter,  to  footh  the  difaji- 
pointed  ? Was  it  for  that  lenient  and  equitable  a6t  the  poft-office  bill,  the 
adoption  of  which  from  a former  adminiftration  only  aggravated  the  injury  ? 
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Was  it  for  the  contemptuous  reje6tion  of  every  refolution  propofed  there,  to 
enforce  the  refidence  of  certain  abfentce  great  officers  of  the  ftate,  v’ho  drew 
immenfe  falaries  from  that  kingdom,  and  fquandered  them  in  another,  inatten- 
tive to,  and  negligent  of  the  duties  annexed  to  thefe  offices?  Was  it  for 
filling  the  ftreets  of  the  capital  of  that  free  country  with  an  armed  hoft,  not 
amenable  to  the  control,  and  derogatory  to  the  privileges  of  its  peaceful  ci- 
tizens ? Or  was  it  for  the  transforming  the  Houfe  of  Commons  into  a court 
of  ftar  chamber,  and  converting  the  Caftle  from  an  Irilh  court  to  a French 
baftile,  or  a Grenada  inquilition?  The  thanks  the  people  owed  for  fuch  be- 
nevolences were  in  faft  rendered  by  the  torrent  of  difapprobation  and  dif- 
content  out  of  doors,  which  rolled  from  fliore  to  ffiore  of  tl^at  kingdom, 
loudly  proclaiming  their  difapprobation  of  the  adminiftration  of  his  Grace 
of  Rutland  in  toto. 

The  original  addrefs,  which  was  highly  flattering  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 
was  carried  by  a very  decided  majority.*  Aftei’srards  IMr.  Griffith  moved  an 

addrefs 

The  following  was  the  addrefs  prefented  to  the  lord  lieutenant  (1 1 Journ.  Com.  p.  282.) 

To  his  Grace  Charles  Duke  of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of 
Ireland. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes  in  parliament  alTembled, 

May  it  please  youe  Grace, 

WE  his  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  commons  of  Ireland,  in  par- 
“ liament  affembled,  fee  with  particular  fatisfadion  the  arrival  of  that  period,  which  calls  upon  u» 
" to  review  the  various  meafures  of  our  feffion,  and  to  teftify  to  yoiu  Grace  thereupon  the  warm 
fenfe  of  our  obligation  and  duty. 

“ We  have  at  once  to  corrratulate  ourfelves,  and  to  acknowledge  the  goodnefs  of  our  fovereign, 
in  the  appointment  of  a chief  governor,  who  by  attention  to  regulate  his  condud  by  our  wiflies, 
" hath  fully  confirmed  the  juftice  of  that  early  confidence,  which  we  zealoufly  profeffed  in  the  libe- 
" rality  of  his  difpofition,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  hereditary  virtues  ; a juft  eftimation  of  fuch  qualities 
muft  ever  render  him  the  favourite  of  a fpirited  and  generous  nation. 

“ We  are  perfuaded,  that  his  majefty  hath  obferved  with  pleafure  our  attention  to  thofe  objeds, 
which  were  recommended  to  our  deliberation  at  the  opening  of  the  feffton,  and  has  gracioufty 
accepted  the  affurance  of  fatisfadion,  which  we  have  repeatedly  expreffed  in  the  bleflings  of  our 
“ happy  conftitution. 

“ And  when  we  refled  upon  the  meafures  we  have  taken  to  enfure  a conftant  fupply  of  corn 
“ under  every  poflible  circumftance  j upon  the  profped  of  benefit  in  the  management  of  the  re- 
“ venue;  upon  our  attention  to  make  the  additional  fecurity  of  private  property  a caufe  of  increafe 
" to  the  national  credit ; upon  our  provifion  for  the  improvement  of  the  metropolis  ; and  our  en- 
" couragement  of  ufeful  eftablilhments,  and  of  various  branches  of  trade  and  manufadure,  we 

“ doubt 
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acldrefs  to  his  majefty,  Avhich  fpoke  more  clubioufly  of  the  lord  lieutenant’s 
exertions  to  fecond  the  calls  of  the  country  for  the  improvement  of  manu- 
factures and  other  commercial  advantages,  Avhich  was  fo  moderate  and  fo  tran- 
fcendently  true,  that  Mr.  Fofter,  fearing  to  pennit  it  to  go  to  a vote,  art- 
fully compromifed  the  matter,  and  hrought  over  Mr.  Griffith  to  the  treafury 
bench,  where  with  the  alteration  of  fome  few  words,  which  IMr.  Griffith  did 
not  confider  very  material,  fuch  an  addrefs  was  fettled  as  ihould  meet  with 
no  oppofition.  IMr.  Griffith  in  concluding  a very  warm  and  impreffive  fpeech, 
before  he  moved  his  original  addrefs,  added  thefe  emphatical  words.  He 
hoped,  “ that  no  man  would  be  bold  enough  to  move  the  previous  queftion 
“ upon  it,  the  previous  queftion,  that  political  boAvftring,  with  Avhich  the 
“ mutes  of  the  Caftle  ftrangle  every  honeft  fubject,  which  they  dare  not 
“ openly  arraign.”  The  addrefs  amended  and  fettled  by  IMr.  Fofter,  which 
was  voted  unanimoufly,  was,  “ That  his  faithful  commons  humbly  begged 
“ leave  to  approach  his  majefty’s  throne  Avith  hearts  full  of  gratitude  for  the 
“ many  bleffings  they  enjoyed  under  his  Avife  and  benignant  government ; 
“ and  at  the  fame  time  to  exprefs  to  his  majefty  the  deep  concern  they  felt 
“ for  thofe  diftrefles,  Avhich  affected  many  of  the  loAvcr  ranks  of  manufac- 


“ doubt  not  of  receiving  the  true  reward  of  our  fervices,  in  the  approbation  of  our  fovereign,  and 
in  the  gratitude  of  our  fellow  fubje6ts. 

We  refleft  with  tnie  pride  and  fatisfaftion  upon  the  folid  advantages,  which  have  been  obtained 
“ for  this  country  within  a very  fliort  period.  We  are  aware  of  the  lltuation  of  the  empire,  and 
the  peculiar  circumftances,  which  have  prevented  the  adjuftment  of  fome  points,  which  concern 
“ our  trade  and  manufadlures,  and  we  rely  upon  the  readinefs  of  your  Grace’s  liberal  and  benevo- 
“ lent  alliftance  for  the  furtherance  of  fuch  practical  meafures  as  deliberate  wifdom  and  generous 
" policy  may  adapt  to  our  real  neceffities  and  general  interefts. 

As  guardians  of  the  rights  and  fafety  of  our  fellow  fubjeCts,  as  well  as  aflertors  of  the  national 
“ honour,  we  have  felt  ourfelves  called  upon  to  exprefs  our  abhorrence  of  tumult  and  of  feditious 
“ publications ; zealous  to  uphold  the  true  fpirit  of  the  conflitution,  we  have  made  it  the  object  of 
“ our  unanimous  refolution  to  defend  its  genuine  liberty  againft  the  attacks  of  licentioufnefs. 

“ We  have  not  futfered  to  efcape  our  grateful  obfervation  the  early  anxiety,  which  your  Grace 
“ manifefted  to  remove  every  apprehenfion  of  party  prejudices  or  partial  charges  in  the  councils  or 
“ meafures  of  government.  We  feel  and  acknowledge  the  benefits  arifing  from  fuch  a principle  ; 
“ wfe  have  ftudied  to  fliew  a fincere  difpofition  to  confirm  them,  by  a liberal  imitation  j and  we 
“ fliall  be  zealous  to  concur  in  diffufing  throughout  every  part  of  the  kingdom  the  fuccefsful  in- 
“ fluence  of  fo  happy  an  example.  Convinced  as  we  are  of  the  importance  to  this  kingdom  of  a 
“ fteady  and  permanent  adminiftration,  it  is  our  ardent  wifli,  that  his  majefty  may  long  continue 
“ your  Grace  in  the  government  of  Ireland.” 
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turers  in  that  kingdom.  That  his  faithful  commons  begged  leave  humbly 
‘‘  to  reprefent  to  his  majefty,  that  his  majefty’s  fuhjefls  in  Ireland  had  always 
“ been  a loyal  people,  and  had,  on  every  occalion,  manifefted  the  warmell 
“ attachment  to  his  maiefty’s  royal  perfon  and  family.  That  as  they  were 
deeply  imprelfed  Avith  his  majelly’s  paternal  care  and  atfeftion,  they  enter- 
“ tained  the  warmell:  hopes  that  the  interval  between  the  clofe  of  the  prefent 
“ felfion  and  the  beginning  of  the  next  would  afford  fufficient  opportunity 
‘‘  for  forming  a Avife  and  Avell  digefted  plan  for  liberal  arrangement  of  com- 
“ mercial  intercourfe  betAveen  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  be  then  brought 
“ forAvard.  That  his  faithful  commons  humbly  begged  leave  to  affure  his 
“ majefty,  that  fuch  a plan,  formed  upon  the  broad  bafis  of  reciprocal  ad-  ' 
“ vantages,  Avould  be  the  moft  effectual  means  of  ftrengthening  the  empire 
“ at  large,  and  cherilhing  the  common  intereft  and  brotherly  affedtion  of 
both  kingdoms.” 

The  parliament  Avas  prorogued  on  the  14th  of  ]\Iay,  1784,  and  the  lord 
lieutenant  concluded  the  feffion  Avith  a *fpeech  approjjiiate  to  the  important 

and 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ IN  addrefling  you  for  the  firft  time  in  parliament,  at  the  clofe  of  the  fefiion, 

I embrace  with  pleafure  the  occafion,  which  is  afforded  me  of  returning  you  my  affectionate  ac- 
“ knowledgment  for  the  cordiality  of  my  reception,  and  the  early  afl'urances  of  your  confidence. 

And  I am  at  the  fame  time  highly  gratified  in  being  authorifed  to  communicate  to  you  the  fen- 
" timents  of  perfect  fatisfaction  with  which  his  majeffy  approves,  of  your  exertions  for  the  public 
welfare. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

I am  happy  in  obeying  his  majefly’s  commands,  to  thank  you  for  the  chearfulnefs  with  which 
you  have  made  provifion  for  the  exigencies  and  honour  of  his  government.  Let  me  affure  you, 
on  my  part,  that  thereadinefs  with  which  you  have  granted  fupplics  ftimulates  my  utmoftatten- 
^ tion  and  care,  that  they  fliall  be  managed  with  oeconomy,  and  applied  with  prudence. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

You  will  have  much  fatisfaction  in  reflecting,  that  the  various  objects  which,  in  confcquence 
“ of  the  acknowledged  independence  of  the  legiflature,  were  recommended  for  your  deliberations, 

" at  the  opening  of  this  feflton,  have  been  diligently  purfued  and  aecomplifhed. 

" You  have  wifely  given  your  fanction  to  the  extraordinary  expedients,  wdiich  it  has  been  necef- 
" fary  to  employ  in  order  to  preferve  the  kingdom  from  famine  j and  I feel  great  fatisfaction  in  the 
profpect,  that  they  will  be  prevented  for  the  future,  by  the  new  and  judicious  arrangement  of  your 
corn  laws,  and  the  improved  extenfionof  your  agriculture. 

“ I fee  with  pleafure  the  exertions  of  an  humane  and  liberal  principle,  which  has  prompted  you 
to  give  encouragement  to  the  national  induflry,  by  favourable  regulations  and  well  directed  boun- 

ties. 
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and  critical  fituation  of  the  kingdom.  That  was  the  firft  time  the  Duke  of 
Rutland  had  perfonally  addrelfed  the  parliament.  The  difficulties  of  the 
feflion  were  greater  from  without,  than  from  within  the  walls  of  the  fenate. 
It  appears  from  the  eftbrts  of  fome  of  the  members  upon  the  armed  affocia- 
tions  when  the  fefiion  was  over,  that  attempts  Avere  made  to  carry  the  quef- 
tions  loft  ill  parliament  by  a majority  out  of  it.  After  the  prorogation  the 
difcontent  and  violence  of  the  people  rather  increafed  than  diminifhed.  The 
populace  frequently  affembled,  and  committed  unjuftifiable  outrages;  they 
attacked  the  houfes  and  perfons  of  fliopkeepcrs,  who  were  fufpebted  of  not 
favoring  the  non-importation  agreement,  and  in  fome  inftances  they  pro- 
ceeded after  the  American  fafliion  to  the  defperate  meafure  of  “ tarring  and 
feathering.”  Some  of  the  moft  daring  received  punifhment ; and  the  mob  once 
proceeded  to  fuch  extremities,  that  one  of  the  high  ftieriffs,  Mr.  Kirkpatrick, 
in  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  them,  received  a fevere  iround  in  the  head,  and 

**  ties.  I have  warmly  at  heart  the  advancement  of  your  trade,  and  the  fucoefs  of  all  your  ma- 
" nufactures,  and  I (hall  not  fail  either  to  coiifider,  or  to  reprefent  thofe  inftances  whereof  die  pe- 
” culiar  circunaftances  of  the  empire  have  hitherto  prevented  a full  inveftigation,  and  which  fhall 
be  found  to  require  a further  adjuftment. 

“ The  ufeful  regulations  propofed  to  be  introduced  into  the  collection  and  management  of  the 
revenue  5 the  fecurity  of  private  propeity,  and  extenfion  of  national  credit,  by  depofiting  in  the 
bank  of  Ireland,  the  money  of  fuitors  in  the  courts  of  chancery  and  exchequer  j the  plans  for 
“ improving  die  metropolis,  calculated  not  more  for  ornament  and  fplendour,  than  for  health  and 
" conveniejice  ; your  unaiuraous  determination  to  defend  the  freedom  of  the  conftitntion  againft 
" the  attacks  of  licentioufnefs  j and  your  attention  to  the  fupport  of  charitable  inftitutions,  are  all 
■"  unequivocal  teftimonies  of  your  wifdom,  humanity,  andjuflice. 

“ I have  not  failed  to  convey  to  our  fovereign  the  fatisfaction  you  have  fo  decidedly  expreffed  in 
''  the  blefticgs  of  that  happy  conftitntion,  which  you  enjoy  under  his  majefty’s  aufpicious  govern- 
ment.  Senfible  as  you  are  of  thofe  eminent  advantages,  it  can  haidly  be  neceflary  for  me  to 
“ defire,  diat  you  fliould  be  attentive  to  imprefs  them  on  the  minds  of  others,  over  whom  your  fupe- 
“ riority  of  rank  and  information  muft  and  ought  to  give  you  a juft  and  benevolent  influence. 

“ I have  a fure  confidence,  that  during  your  refidence  in  your  refpedlive  counties,  you  will  feek 
" to  dire£t  and  encourage  the  induftry  of  your  neighbourhood,  in  the  purfuits  beft  adapted  to  their 
“ fituations,  and  by  which  the  community  at  large  may  be  moft  cflfedually  benefited.  You  will 
" point  out  to  them  the  real  refources  of  a free  and  fertile  country,  under  the  blellings  of  peace, 
**  and  the  mild  protection  of  die  laws  j and  you  w'ili  not  fuffer  mifapprehenfions  to  perplex,  or  falfe 
“ informations  to  mifgukle  them. 

" It  is  my  happinefs  and  pride  to  reflect,  that  our  united  attention  has  been,  and  is  directed  (o 
" the  fame  objects,  of  maintaming  and  advancing  the  rights,  the  dignity,  and  the  profperity  of  Ire- 
” land,  and  the  general  interefts  of  die  empire.” 
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mutters  woiild  have  proceeded  to  more  ferious  confequences,  had  not  a party 
of  the  military,  headed  hy  another  magiftrate,  fortunately  came  to  the  flie- 
riff's  affihance. 

As  the  principal  objection  to  the  introduction  of  Mr.  Flood’s  bill  for  a par- 
liamentary reform  Avas,  that  it  originated  Avith  an  armed  body,  it  Avas  noAV 
thought  expedient  to  attempt  the  meafure  in  fome  Avay  lefs  exceptionable. 
The  theriffs  and  chief  magiftrates  Avere  therefore  called  upon  to  coiwene  the 
inhabitants  of  their  refpeCtivc  counties,  fully  to  difeufs  that  meafure ; and 
fuch  a meeting  having  been  coiwened  at  Dublin  on  the  7th  of  June,  1784,  at 
Avhich  the  high  flieriffs  prefided,  tlie  folloA\ing  refolutions  Avere  agreed  to,  viz. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  prefent  imperfeCl  reprefentation,  and  the 
“ long  duration  of  parliaments,  are  unconftitutional,  and  intolerable  griev- 
“ ances. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  voice  of  the  commons  of  Ireland  is  no 
“ lefs  necefl’ary  for  eA^ry  legillative  purpofe,  than  that  of  either  the  fovereign 
“ or  the  lords ; and  therefore  the  people  claim  it  as  their  juft,  inherent,  and 
“ unalienable  priA'ilege,  to  correCl  abufes  in  the  reprefentation,  AvheneA^er  fuch 
“ abufes  fliall  haA’e  fo  increafed  as  to  deprive  them  of  their  conftitutional  fliare 
“ in  their  OAvn  government. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufl}".  That  the  people  of  Ireland  have,  and  alAA^ays  had 

a clear,  unalienable,  and  indefeafible  right  to  a frequency  of  elections,  as 
“ Avell  as  to  an  adequate  and  equal  reprefentation,  founded  upon  ftronger 
“ 'grounds  than  that  of  any  aCt  or  aCts  of  parliament ; and  that  the  attain- 
“ ment  of  thofe  conftitutional  important  ohjeCts,  is  the  moft  effectual  expe- 
“ dient  for  reftoring  and  fecuring  the  independence  of  parliament. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  prefent  inadequate  reprefentation,  and 
‘‘  the  long  duration  of  parliaments,  deftroy  that  balance,  A\  hich  by  our  con- 
“ ftitution  fliould  fubfift  betAveen  the  three  eftates  of  the  legiflature,  render 
“ the  members  of  the  Iloufe  of  Commons  independent  of  the  people,  pro- 
“ cure  determined  majorities  in  faA  Our  of  eA’ery  adminiftration,  and  threaten 
“ either  an  abfolute  monarchy,  or  that  ftill  more  odious  government,  a ty- 
“ rannical  ariftocracy. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is 
“ not  chofen  hy  the  people,  but  returned  by  the  mandates  of  peers  of  the 
“ realm  and  others,  either  for  indigent  boroughs,  Avhere  fcarce  any  inhabi- 

“ tants 
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tants  refide,  or  for  conficlerable  cities  and  towns,  where  the  ele6tive  power 
“ is  vefted  in  a few. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  venality  and  corruption  of  the  prefent 
Houfe  of  Commons,  evinced  by  the  many  arbitrary  ads  palfed  in  the  lall 
feffion,  and  the  contempt  and  indignity,  Muth  which  they  treated  the  appli- 
“ cations  and  petitions  of  the  conftituent  body,  oblige  us  now  to  requeft 
“ the  people  at  large  to  unite  with  us  in  the  attainment  of  a more  adequate 
“ reprefentation,  and  in  petitions  to  the  throne  for  a ditfolution  of  the  pre- 
fent  parliament. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  ftrength  of  a nation  confifts  in  the  union 
of  its  inhabitants. 

Refolved  (with  one  diflenting  voice),  That  a participation  in  general 
“ rights  muft  for  ever  engage  mankind  to  operate  moft  effedually  for  each 
“ other. 

“ Refolved  therefore  (with  one  diflenting  voice),  That  to  extend  the  rights 
“ of  futfrage  to  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  ftill  preferving  in  its  fullefl; 
“ extent  the  prefent  Proteftant  government  of  this  country,  would  be  a 
meafure  fraught  with  the  happieft;  confequences,  and  would  be  highly  con- 
“ ducive  to  civil  liberty. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  a committee  of  twenty-one  gentlemen  be 
now  appointed  to  prepare  an  add  refs  to  the  people,  requefting  their  co- 
“ operation  with  us ; and  alfo,  a petition  to  his  majefty.  Rating  our  griev- 
“ ances,  and  praying  a diflblution  of  the  prefent  corrupt  parliament,  in  whom 
“ we  cannot  place  any  truft  or  confidence,  and  that  they  report  the  fame  to 
“ this  body  on  Monday  the  2lft  of  June  inftant.”  ’ 

The  committee  having  at  a future  meeting  made  their  report,  the  following 
addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland  was  agreed  to  and  publiflied  by  that  meeting. 

“ Friends  and  Countrymen, 

“ Permit  us,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  -with  all  the  affedllon 
due  to  fellow  fubjefts,  and  that  anxiety  which  every  citizen  muft  feel  for 
“ his  native  country,  to  addrefs  you  on  the  moft  important  fubjedt,  that  ever 
“ engrofled  the  attention  of  a free  people. 

“ Long  and  painfully  have  we  endured,  in  common  with  you  all,  the  mi- 
“ feries  arifing  from  the  abufe  of  power,  and  the  well  known  defe6ts  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  reprefentation  in  the  Commons  Houfe  of  parliament;  defedts 
“ tending  to  the  total  annihilation  of  our  boafted  fonn  of  government,  and 
VoL.  II.  N “ produdlive 
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“ productive  of  the  higheft  oppreffion  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  loyal  and  in* 
“ dependent  nation. 

“ It  is  with  reluctance  we  find  ourfelves  compelled  to  enter  into  a detail 
“ of  grievances,  which  being  felt  by  all,  cannot  be  unknown  to  any.  But 
“ whilfl;  we  confider  it  prudent  to  juftify  our  proceedings  to  the  >voiid,  we 
“ mull  intreat  your  indulgence,  if  we  ftate  particulars,  which  might  otherwife 
“ be  thought  unneceffary. 

“ Perfectly  fenfible  mull  you  be  of  that  ariftocratic  influence,  which  has 
“ rendered  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  merely  nominal,  and  deftroyed 
“ that  equal  balance  in  the  three  eftates  of  the  legiflature,  on  which  alone 
“ depends  the  exiftence  of  our  glorious  conftitution.  You  have  beheld  the 
“ charters  granted  to  divers  boroughs  in  this  kingdom,  entitling  the  bodies 
“ thereby  incorporated  to  a return  of  reprefentatives,  abufed  and  perverted 
“ to  the  molt  deftruCtive  purpofes,  infomuch  that  the  intention  of  the  crown 
in  efiablifliing  thefe  borough  towns,  has  been  fruftrated  by  the  artful  prac- 
“ tices  of  defigning  men  ; and  perfons  returned  to  parliament  from  depopu- 
lated  places,  where  fcarce  any  inhabitants  exift,  or  for  confiderable  cities 
“ and  towns,  where  the  eleClive  franchife  is  confined  to  a few.  Nor  is  it 
“ lefs  notorious,  that  the  proprietors  of  the  foil,  where  fuch  depopulated  bo- 
roughs  once  ftood,  have  dared  to  ufurp  a power  of  felling  feats  to  members 
“ in  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons^  and  by  fuch  unwarrantable  and  cor- 
“ rupt  means  have  thofe  purchafers  become  illegal  reprefentatives  of  the 
“ people. 

“ Convinced  by  dear-bought  experience  of  the  many  evils  from  hence 
arifing,  we  have  joined  in  every  meafure  to  obtain  redrefs,  which  has  hi- 
therto  been  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  complaining  voice  of  an  injured  and 
“ infulted  kingdom ; but  unhappily,  we  have  as  yet  found  every  attempt  in- 
“ effectual  to  reftore  the  conftitution  to  its  pure  and  primitive  principles. 

“ In  vain  did  the  noble  affertors  of  liberty,  compofing  the  volunteer  army 
“ of  Ireland, (arrayed  and  embodied  at  their  own  expence,  the  unexampled' 
“ protectors  of  their  country  againft  foreign  foes  and  domeftic  ufurpation), 
“ adjuft  by  their  delegates,  agreeable  to  the  defireof  this  nation,  a more  equal 
reprefentation,  folemnly  and  deliberately  agreed  upon.  In  vain  did  the 
united  voice  of  the  electors  of  this  kingdom,  through  every  free  country, 
“ city,  and  borough,  declare  itfelf  in  favour  of  fuch  plan  of  reform,  and 
inftruCt  their  feveral  reprefentatives  to  fupport  the  fame.  In  vain  was 
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“ an  attempt  made  by  the  real  friends  of  their  country  to  introduce  fuch 
‘‘  plan  into  parliament,  and  obtain  it  the  fandtion  of  a law.  The  baneful 
“ intluence  of  corruption  and  venality  prevented  any  fuccefs ; and  with  equal 
“ folly  and  audacity,  were  the  juftifiable  demands  of  the  people  treated  with 
“ ignominy  and  contempt. 

“ Had  the  perfons  thus  obtruded  into  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom  con- 
“ fidered  it  with  a due  degree  of  juftice  and  moderation,  potfibly  the  legality 
“ of  their  title  to  a thare  in  its  legitlature  might  have  remained  uncxamined, 
“ or  at  lead;  uncontroverted.  But  when*  ufurpation  is  followed  by  injury 
“ and  infult,  that  nation  muft  be  compofed  of  tlaves  indeed,  which  can 
“ tamely  fubmit,  without  any  exertion  in  its  defence. 

“ But  the  policy  of  our  oppreffors  loft  light  of  this  principle,  and  not  con- 
tent  with  the  exercife  of  an  authority  unconftitutionally  derived,  they  have 
“ extended  it  to  the  entire  deftru6tion  of  our  moft  valuable  rights,  and  our 
civil  and  commercial  interefts. 

“ Hence  it  is,  that  during  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament  the  moft  w^anton 
“ and  reiterated  a6ts  of  oppreftion  have  been  multiplied  ; perfonal  liberty  has 
“ been  rendered  infecure ; protecting  duties  (adopted  by  every  wife  nation) 
“ refufed  ; our  chartered  rights  infringed  ; the  fubJeCl  unconftitutionally  and 
illegally  imprifoned ; the  trial  by  jury  in  many  inftances  fufpended ; the 
freedom  of  the  prefs  (that  grand  palladium  of  all  our  liberties)  violated ; 
“ an  infamous  power  given  to  expofe  and  reftrain  private  correfpondence ; a 
“ large  ftanding  army  kept  up  in  the  time  of  profound  peaee ; that  badge  of 
“ flavery  the  ftamp  a6t,  fo  difgracefully  altered,  as  to  make  it  a ftill  greater 
“ grievance,  and  taxation  unnecelfarily  augmented,  to  the  general  ruin  of 
“ the  nation.  Such  are  the  proceeding’s  of  a parliament,  in  which  the  mem- 
“ bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  do  not  really  reprefent  the  people,  but  have 
“ become  the  reprefentation  of  an  overgrown  and  overl^earing  ariftocracy, 
“ raifed  upon  the  ruins  of  our  rights  and  privileges ; whereby  the  original 
“ purpofe  of  the  democratic  branch  of  the  legiflature  is  defeated,  the  confti- 
“ tution  effeCiually  deftroyed,  and  inftead  of  being  a fliield  againft  unnecef- 
“ fary  taxation,  the  commons  are  rendered  the  hired  inftrumeut  to  pillage  an 
“ already  impoveriilied  and  diftrefted  people. 

“ Thus,  fellow  fubjeCls  and  countrymen,  is  all  confidence  in  parliament, 
“ and  the  dignity  thereof,  deftroyed,  the  truft  of  reprefentation  betrayed,  the 
“ inftruClions  of  the  conftituent  body  of  the  people  difobeyed,  commercial 
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“ interefts  neglected,  and  emigration  confequently  promoted,  to  the  great 
“ difeouragement  of  population  and  the  diminution  of  the  national  wealth  ; 
“ and  thus  doth  experience  evince,  that  a Houfe  of  Commons  under  the 
“ undue  influence  of  either  of  the  two  other  branches  of  the  legiflature,  is 
“ ever  ready  to  betray  the  moft  facred  rights  of  the  people ; and  we  find 
“ that  parliaments  chofen  as  they  now  are,  and  continuing  for  eight  years  as 
“ they  now  do,  will  ever  be  compofed  for  the  moft  part  of  perfons  under  the 
“ guidance  of  particular  noblemen  and  others,  folely  aiming  at  and  perpetu- 
“ ally  contending  for  the  power  and  emoluments  of  office. 

“ Eiyoying  the  advantages  lately  held  out  to  us  by  our  filler  kingdom, 
“ who  with  equal  jullice  and  magnanimity,  unequivocally  acknowledged  and 
“ rellored  to  us  our  right  of  exclufive  legiflative,  and  to  maintain  a ftritl  amity 
“ with  whom,  is  not  lefs  our  inclination  than  our  intereft,  we  have  to  regret, 
“ that  internal  fituation  of  our  own  country,  that  corruption  and  venality, 
“ which  pervade  our  fenate,  and  thofe  defe6ls  already  pointed  out  in  our  le- 
“ giflature,  which  prevent  our  purfuing  means,  that  under  the  free  enjoyment 
“ of  our  conflitution,  and  with  the  prudent  direftion  of  virtuous  rulers,  might 
“ render  us  a profperous,  happy,  and  united  kingdom. 

“ Failing  in  every 'other  mode  of  redrefs,  we  have  been  now  induced  to 
“ approach  the  throne,  by  an  humble  petition,  praying  the  diffolution  of  the 
“ prefent  parliametit,  and  feeking  that  relief  from  our  moft  gracious  fove- 
“ reign,  which  has  been  indignantly  and  intemperately  refufedby  thofe,  who 
“ aflume  to  be  the  delegated  fervants  of  the  people.  Nor  do  we  doubt  of 
“ fuccefs,  if,  meeting  with  the  approbation  of  our  fellow  fubje6ls  (which  can 
“ alone  render  effectual  this  falutary  and  necelfary  meafure),  we  fhall  be  fup- 
“ ported  by  their  warm  and  zealous  co-operation  in  bringing  thofe  national 
“ grievances  to  the  ear  of  majefty. 

“ Convinced  of  the  neceffity,  we  cannot  however  prefume  to  point  out 
“ any  fpecific  mode  for  a parliamentary  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
“ people : that,  in  which  all  are  equally  concerned,  mull  receive  from  all  their 
“ approbation  and  fupport.  We  call  upon  you  therefore,  and  thus  conjure 
“ you,  that  in  this  important  work  you  join  with  us  as  fellow  fubje6ls,  coun- 
“ trymen,  and  friends,  as  men  embarked  in  the  general  caufe,  to  remove  a 
“ general  calamity ; and  for  this  Ave  propofe,  that  live  perfons  be  ele6led 
“ from  each  county,  city,  and  great  town  in  this  kingdom,  to  meet  in  national 
“ congrefs  at  fome  convenient  place  in  this  city,  on  Monday,  the  25th  day 
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“ of  Oclober  next,  there  to  deliberate,,  cligeft  and  determine  on  fuch  meafurcs, 
“ as  may  feem  to  them  moft  conducive  to  re-eftablifli  the  conftitution  on  a 
“ pure  and  permanent  bafis,  and  fecure  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom^ 
“ peace,  liberty,  and  fafety. 

“ And  whilft  we  thus  contend,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  for  our  conftitutional 
‘‘  rights  and  privileges,  we  recommend  to  your  confideration  the  ftate  of  our 
“ fuffering  fellow  fubjefts,  the  Roman  Catholicks  of  this  kingdom,  whofe 
“ emancipation  fi'om  the  reftraints,  under  which  they  ftill  labour,  we  confider 
“ not  only  as  equitable,  but  effentially  conducive  to  the  general  union  and 
“ profperity  of  the  kingdom. 

Trufting  with  the  moft  perfe6l  confidence  in  your  concurrence  and  fup- 
“ port,  we  entertain  the  ftrongeft  hopes  of  freeing  our  country  from  that 
“ yoke  of  bondage,  which  domeftic  enemies  have  thus  impofed  on  it.  The 
“ majefty  of  the  people  will  then  realTume  its  proper  influence  in  the  guidance 
“ of  the  ftate,  and  divine  providence,  knowing  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  will 
“ gracioufly  affift  us  in  obtainmg  thofe  rights,  to  udiicli  we  are  entitled  by  the 
“ laws  of  God  and  nature. 
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“ Alex.  Kirk  Patkick,  jun. 

“ Benjamin  Smith, 

And  the  following  is  a copy  of  the  petition  or  reraonftrance  to  his  majefty,. 
hich  M as  alfo  agreed  to  by  the  aggregate  meeting ; 

“ To  the  King’s  IMoft  Excellent  IMajefty. 

“ The  humble  Petition  of  the  Freemen,  Freeholders,  and  Inhabitants  of 

“ the  City  of  Dublin. 

“ Most  Gr.vcious  Sovereign, 

“ PERMIT  us,  your  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjeds,  witK 
every  fentiment  of  duty  and  attachment  to  your  majefty’s  perfon,  family, 
and  government,  to  approach  the  throne  M'ith  the  greateft  refpe^l  and 
humility,  to  lay  a national  grievance  of  the  higheft  importance  to  your 
croMTi  and  dignity,  and  to  the  liberties  and  properties  of  your  people  of 
Ireland,  at  your  majefty’s  feet. 

“ The  grievance  your  diftrefled  fubjeds  thus  humbly  prefume  to  lay  be- 
fore your  majefty,  is  the  prefent  illegal  and  inadequate  reprefentation  of  the 
people  of  this  kingdom  in  parliament;  illegal,  becaufe  the  returns  of  mem- 
bers for  boroughs  are  not  agreeable  to  the  charters  granted  for  that  purpofe 
by  the  croum ; and  inadequate,  becaufe  there  are  as  many  members  re- 
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“ turned  for  each  of  thofe  boroughs,  by  a few  voters,  as  are  returned  for  any 
“ county  or  city  in  this  kingdom, 

“ Born  in  a countiy  where  your  petitioners,  from  their  earlieft  infancy, 
were  taught  to  believe  the  laws  for  their  government  palfed  through  a 
“ Hoiife  of  Commons  elected  by  the  people,  they  conceived  their  liberties 
“ founded  on  the  mod  firm  bafis  ; but  finding  laws  patfed,  inimical  as  well 
‘‘  to  your  majefty  s crown  as  their  rights  (which  ai’e  infeparable),  they  were 
“ led  into  a minute  enquiry  of  the  caufe,  and  difcovering  the  fame  to  pro- 
ceed  from  the  prefent  infufficient  mode  of  reprefen tation,  and  die  long  du- 
ration  of  parliament,  which  render  even  the  few  members,  who  are  conftitu- 
tionally  eledted,  nearly  independent  of  their  conftituents,  they  now  mod 
‘‘  humbly  beg  leave  to  infomi  your  majedy,  that  men  thus  ele6led  ceafe 
“ to  have  any  weight  ■with  your  people. 

“ It  is  to  the  grand  caufe  of aridocratic  influence  (jealous,  as  all  inordinate 
power  mud  be,  of  whatever  may  tend  to  fliake  its  edabliihment),  and  to 
“ the  mifreprefcntations  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  your  majedy  of 
your  faithful  fubjeds  of  Ireland,  that  we  attribute  many  arbitrary  and 
alarming  proceedings  in  the  lad  feffion  of  our  parliament. 

“ A bill  for  the  more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  (the  defire  of 
millions  of  your  faithful  fubje6ls),  has  been  refufed  even  a difcuflion  in 
our  parliament. 

“ Prote6tion  has  been  denied  to  our  infant  trade  and  manufa6lures,  which 
England  thinks  neceffary  to  the  maturity  and  vigor  of  hers. 

“ A violent  attack  has  been  made  on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs ; that  fupple- 
“ ment  to  the  laws,  and  palladium  of  liberty,  a terror  only  to  tyrants,  and 
“ apoftates. 

• “ Alarming  redrictions  on  the  commercial  and  friendly  communications  of 
“ your  majedy’s  fubjefts,  have  been  impofed  by  the  Pod  Office  A61. 

“ A general  fydem  of  prodigality  feems  to  ‘have  been  adopted  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  burdening  our  trade,  and  damping  all  fpirit  of  indudry  : and  emi- 
“ grations  confequently  encouraged,  are  now  encreafing  to  an  alarming 
“ degree. 

“ A manifed  infringement  has  been  made  on  the  ancient  and  facred  char- 
“ ter  of  the  capital  of  this  realm ; and  indead  of  the  conditutional  trial  by 
“ jury,  a novel  tribunal  indituted,  from  whofe  fentence  there  lies  no  appeal. 

“ It  is  with  infinite  concern  we  are  obliged  to  add,  that  your  majedy’s 
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“ mlnifters  in  this  kingdom  have  affifted  in  all  the  meafures,  of  which  we  thus 
“ humbly  complain ; a circumftance  the  more  extraordinary,  as  your  ma* 
“ jefty  has  lately  thought  it  neceffary  to  appeal  to  the  Britifli  eleftors  at 
“ large,  againft  the  power  of  an  ariftocracy,  and  as  your  majefty’s  firft  mi- 
“ nifter  in  England  has  virtuoufly  declared  himfelf  friendly  to  the  principal 
“ meafure,  which  has  been  here  rejected  (we  mean  a more  equal  reprefenta- 
“ tion  of  the  people)  convinced,  that  an  overbearing  ai’iftocracy  is  not  lefs 
“ hoftile  to  the  liberties  of  the  fubje6t,  than  to  the  prerogative  of  the  croAvn. 

“ We  farther  intreat  your  majefty’s  permiffion  to  condemn  that  remnant 
“ of  the  penal  code  of  laws,  which  ftill  opprefles  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
“ fubje6ts;  laAvs  wliich  tend  to  prohibit  education  and  liberality,  reftraiii 
“ certain  priAuleges,  and  to  profcribe  induftry,  love  of  liberty,  and  patriotifm. 

“ Deeply  affected  by  thefe  national  calamities,  Ave,  your  majefty’s  faithful 
“ and  loyal  fubje6ls,  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  do  therefore  moft  humbly  beg 
“ leave  to  fupplicate  your  majefty,  that  you  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ex- 
“ ercife  your  royal  inclination  to  adopt  Avith  decifton  and  etFe6l,  Avhatever 
“ your  majefty  ftiall  colle6i  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  people. 

“ That  your  majefty  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through  along  and  glorious 
reign  over  loyal  and  happy  fubjefts,  and  that  your  defendants  may  in- 
‘‘  herit  your  feveral  dominions  till  time  ftiall  be  no  more,  is,  and  always  Avill 
“ be  our  fmcere  and  fervent  prayer. 

“ Signed  by  order, 

“ Alex.  Kirk  Patrick,. 

“ Benjamin  Smith.” 

This  petition  A<;as  prefented  to  the  lord  lieutenant  by  the  high  ftierifFs, 
with  an  addrefs  to  his  excellency  requefting  it  might  be  tranfmitted ; to^ 
Avhich  they  received  the  folloAving  anfiver  : 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ AT  the  fame  time  that  I comply  Avith  your  requeft,  in- 
tranfmitting  to  his  majefty  a paper  figned  by  you,  entitled  A Petition  of 
“ the  Freemen,  Freeholders,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  I ftiall. 
“ not  fail  to  convey  my  entire  difapprobation  of  it,  as  calling  unjuft  reflec- 
“ tions  upon  the  laAVs  and  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  tending  to  weaken  the 
“ authority  of  both.” 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  city  of  Dublin  Avere  feconded  by  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom ; but  the  Avhole  Avas  fruftrated  by  the  interpofition  of  govern-^ 
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iTient,  und  profecutions  by  information,  &c.  were  commenced  againfl  dif- 
ferent perfons,  by  whom  fuch  aggregate  meetings  had  been  affembled.  The 
high  flieritf  of  the  county  of  Dublin  (then  Henry  Stevens  Reilly,  Efq.)  was 
fentenced  to  fine  and  imprifonment  by  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench ; however, 
after  a few  days’  confinement,  he  was  liberated,  and  the  fine  reduced  on 
a-cknowledging  his  error,  and  making  a public  apology  in  that  court. 

It  may  be  feen,  that  the  repeated  defeats  of  the  advocates  for  reform  in 
parliament  had  not  abated  their  ardor  in  the  purfuit  of  their  favorite  objeQ;. 
In  defpair  of  any  deliberate  co-operation  from  parliament,  they  had  confi- 
dently turned  their  applications  to  the  quarter,  from  whence  experience  had 
taught  them  to  look  for  effectual  redrefs.  As  government  had  not  hitherto 
ventured  to  queftion  the  legality  of  the  volunteer  affociations,  the  more 
thinking  part  of  them  were  aftonilhed  and  difcontented  at  the  ftrong  difap- 
probation  of  their  condu6l  conveyed  in  the  lord  lieutenant’s  anfwer.  Al- 
though the  refolutions  and  addrelfes  of  the  aggregate  meeting  were  ftrongiy, 
and  by  fome  thought  intemperately  expreffed,  the}’’  were  notwithflanding  the 
refult  of  much  confideration  and  temperate  deliberation.*  Such  however 
was  the  credulous  enthufiafm  of  the  majority  of  them  in  the  caufe  of  reform, 
that  even  after  the  difpiriting  and  angry  anfwer  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  they 
could  not  be  perfuaded,  that  either  his  grace  or  his  former  zealous  colleague, 
IMr.  Pitt,  had  receded  from,  dropped  or  renounced  the  reforming  principle  they 
had  lately  avowed  with  fo  much  ardor.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  July,  a 
petition  to  the  king  Avas  conveyed  to  IVIr.  Pitt,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Belfaft, 
nearly  of  the  fame  tenor  with  that  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin.  In  the  month 
of  September,  ^Ir.  Pitt  informed  them,  in  his  anfwer,  That  he  had  un- 

doubtedly  been,  and  ftill  continued,  a zealous  friend  to  a reform  in  par- 

* Whilft  tlie  bufinefs  of  equal  reprefentafion  was  In  agitation  at  a meeting  of  the  convention 
in  Dublin,  a pretended  letter  was  produced  from  Lord  Kcnmare,  purporting  to  convey  the  gene- 
ral fentiments  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in  which  fliey  were  made  to  exprefs  their  perfeft 
fatisfattion  with  what  had  been  already  done  for  them,  and  that  they  defired  no  more  than  peaceably 
to^ enjoy  the  privileges  they  had  obtained.  But  though  this  letter  were  publickly  difavowed,  both 
by  the  refpe6table  perfon,  from  whom  it  was  faid  to  have  come,  and  by  a general  aflembly  of  the 
committee  of  the  Iriib  Catholics,  who  acknowledged  themfelves  to  have  too  great  a refemblance  to 
the  reft  of  their  fpecics  to  be  defirous  of  oppofing  any  thing  that  tended  to  their  rdief,  and  that  tlicy 
fhould  receive  with  gi  atitude  any  indulgence  the  legillature  Ihould  be  willing  to  grant  them,  yet, 
in  the  plan  of  reform  digefted  at  that  meeting,  tliey  were  left  precifely  in  the  fame  fituation  as 
before.  ‘ ' 
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liament,  but  that  he  muft  beg  leaxT  to  fay,  that  he  had  been  fo  on  grounds 
very  different  from  thofe  adopted  in  their  petition.  That  vhat  was  there 
propofed,  he  confidered  as  tending'  to  produce  ftill  greater  evils  than  any 
of  thofe,  which  tlie  friends  of  reform  were  defirous  to  remedy.*’ 

The  caufe  of  reform  received  about  this  time  a more  fatal  blow  from  the 
difunion,  which  broke  out  amongft  the  volunteers  themfelves,  on  the  fubjedf. 
of  admitting  the  Roman  Catholics  to  the  rights  of  clediion.  In  an  addrefs 
prefented  by  die  Ulfter  corps  to  their  general,  the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  after 
fome  ftrong  cxpreffions  of  their  deteftation  of  ariftocratic  tyranny,  they 
hinted  at  the  neceflity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  Catholics,  as  the  moft  juft 
as  well  as  effectual  means  of  oppofing  it  with  fuccefs.  In  anfwer  to  this  ad- 
drefs, the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  lamented  that,  for  the  firft  time,  he  felt  him- 
felf  obliged  to  differ  from  them  in  fentiment  He  was  free  from  every  il- 
liberal  prejudice  againft  the  Catholics,  and  full  of  goodwill  towards  that 
very  refpedtable  body,  but  he  could  not  refrain  from  the  moft  ardent  en- 
treaties, that  they  would  defift  from  a purfuit,  that  would  fatally  clog  and 
impede  tire  profecution  of  their  favourite  purpofe. 

As  this  nobleman  was  highly  and  defervedly  refpedfed,  his  opinion  was  ea- 
gerly embraced,  both  by  the  timid,  whofe  apprehenfions  were  alarmed  at  the 
bold  extent  of  the  projeft,  and  by  a great  number  rvhofe  prejudices  againft 
the  Catholics  appear  to  have  been  fufpended  from  conveniency  or  fafhion 
though  never  conquered  by  principle.  In  the  month  of  October,  the  thanks 
of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin  were  voted  him  for  his  conduct  on 
that  occafion. 

The  meeting  of  a national  congrefs  was  a meafure  of  too  alarming  a na- 
ture, not  to  attradt  the  moft  ferious  attention  of  government ; and  it  appears 
to  have  been  their  refolution  to  take  the  moft  vigorous  fteps  for  preventing  it 
if  polfible.  A few  days  previous  to  that  Avhich  was  fixed  for  the  eledtion 
of  delegates  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  attorney  general  addrelfed  a letter 
to  the  fiierifts,  expreffing  his  very  great  furprife  at  having  read  a fummons 
figned  by  them  calling  a meeting  for  the  purpofe  in  queftion.  lie  obferved, 
that  by  this  proceeding,  they  had  been  guilty  of  a moft  outrageous  breach 
of  their  duty  ; and  that  if  they  proceeded,  they  would  be  refponfible  to  the 
laws  of  their  country,  and  he  fiiould  hold  himfelf  bounden  to  profeente  them 
in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  a condudl,  which  he  confidered  fo  highly 
criminal,  that  he  could  not  overlook  it.  Thefe  threats  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to 
VoL.  IL  o intimidate 


106 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


iiitimidate  the  iheriifs  from  attending  the  meeting  in  their  ofiicial  capacity; 
blit  the  meeting  was  neverthelefs  holden,  delegates  were  cliofen ; and  in  re- 
venge for  the  attorney's  letter,  feveral  ftrong  refolutions  were  agreed  to, 
relative  to  the  right  of  alfembling  themfelves  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances. 
GoveriHnent  having  once  fet  their  faces  againft  the  eledion  and  alfembling  of 
delegates,  from  denouncing  threats,  they  proceeded  to  punilliments. 

]Mr.  Riley,  high  dierilf  for  the  county  of  Dublin,  in  confequence  of  his 
having  called  together,  and  prefided  at  an  alfembly  of  freeholders,  who 
met  on  the  19th  of  Augaft,  1704,  for  the  purpofe  of  chooling  and  inftrudting 
their  delegates,  was  the  firft  object  of  minillerial  profecution.  Tlie  attorney- 
general  proceeded  againft  him  by  attachment  from  the  court  of  King’s 
.Bench.  The  alfembly,  and  the  refolutions  they  came  to  on  that  occafion, 
figned  by  Mr.  Riley,  in  his  charafter  of  llierilf  for  the  county,  were  both  de- 
clared to  be  illegal,  and  ]\Ir.  Riley  was  fentenced  by  the  court  to  pay  a fine 
of  five  marks,  (3/.  6^.  8d.)  and  to  be  imprifoned  one  week. 

This  mode  of  legal  procefs,  except  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  perfons 
before  the  court,  to  receive  the  fentence  of  fuch  court  for  contempt  of, 
and  difobedience  to  its  orders  and  dire6lions,  has  fo  feldom  been  reforted 
to,  that  even  the  legality  of  the  procefs  itfelf,  on  any  other  ground,  had 
remained  a matter  of  general  doubt  and  uncertainty. 

In  the  prefent  cafe  it  met  with  much  lefs  oppofition  than  might  have  been 
expe6fed.  Clamours  without  doors,  and  debates  within,  on  the  fubject, 
there  certainly  rvere,  but  both  too  feeble  and  ill-concerted  to  promife  any 
fuccefs.  The  new  divifion  of  the  volunteers  into  parties,  took  off  the  ge- 
neral attention  to  this  attack  upon  the  ufe  of  juries,  which,  in  any  other 
moment,  would  not  have  been  fo  tamely  tolerated.  Of  fuch  import  is  it, 
when  overftrong  meafures  are  to  be  attempted,  to  prepare  the  public  for  the 
reception  of  them  by  internal  difunion  or  alarm.  Government  did  not 
confine  their  profecutions  to  Mr.  Riley.  Having  once  adopted  a mode  ot 
proceeding,  which  fo  effedtually  anfwercd  the  end,  for  which  they  defigned 
it,  informations  were  moved  for,  and  attachments  granted  againft  the  dif- 
ferent magiftrates,  who  called  the  meetings,  and  figned  the  refpeftive  refo- 
lutions of  the  freeholders  in  the  counties  of  Rofeommon  and  Leitrim.  At 
the  fame  time,  the  prefs  too  came  under  the  lalh  of  the  attorney-general ; 
and  the  printers  and  publifliers  of  fuch  newfpapers,  as  had  inferted  the  ob- 
noxious refolutions,  fuffered  with  the  magiftrates,  who  had  figned  them. 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding  thefe  violent  meafures  which  adminiltration  were  pur- 
fuing,  the  national  congrefs  met,  purfuant  to  its  appointment,  on  the  25th 
day  of  October.  But  as  it  was  far  from  being  complete  in  point  of  number, 
and  feveral  of  its  molt  refpe6table  members  chofe  to  abfent  themfelves,  they 
adjouraed,  after  having  paffed  a number  of  refolutions  to  the  fame  purport 
with  thofe,  that  had  been  agreed  to  at  the  previous  meeting;  and  exhorted 
in  the  moft  earneft  manner  the  communities,  which  had  not  fent  reprefenta- 
tives,  if  they  refpefted  their  own  confiftency,  if  they  wdflied  for  the  fuccefs 
of  a parliamentary  reform,  and  as  -they  tendered  the  perpetual  liberty  and 
profperity  of  their  country,  not  to  let  pafs  that  opportunity  of  effecting  the 
great  and  neceflary  confirmation  of  the  conftitution.” 

The  link  of  unanimity  having  been  once  fevered,  the  fall  of  the  armed  alfo- 
ciations  into  difference  and  contention  was  much  more  rapid,  than  had  been 
their  progrefs  to  union.  The  divilions  of  the  volunteers  M ere  encouraged  by 
government;  and  for  that  purpofe  difcord  and  turbulence  M ere  rather  counte- 
nanced than  checked  in  many  counties,  particularly  upon  the  delicate  and  im- 
portant expedient  of  admitting  the  Catholics  to  the  elective  franchife,  aquef- 
tion,  M’hich  it  M as  artfully  attempted  to  connect  M'ith  the  noM’  declining  caufeof 
parliamentary  reform.  Through  a long  feries  of  years  government  had  never 
wanted  force  to  quell  internal  commotions;  and  it  feemed  to  be  now'  dreaded 
left  an  union  of  Iriflimen  fliouldextinguilh  theoldmeans  of  creating  diffentioir. 
The  defire  of  difuniting  the  volunteers  begat  inattention  to  the  grievances  of 
the  difcontented  and  diftreffed  peafantry  of  the  fouth:  that  wretched  and  law- 
lefs  rabble  once  more  affumed  the  ftile  of  White  Boys:  and  for  fome  time 
committed  their  depredations  M'ith  impunity,  particularly  againft  Kilkenny  ; 
until  a flop  Avas  put  to  them  by  the  loyal  and  vigorous  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Troy,*  then  the  Roman  Catholic  bifhop  of  Offory,  and  the  clergy  of  his  dio- 

cefe ; 

* His  Paftoral  Letter,  or  Circular  Exhortation,  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXXIV.  on 
which  occafion  the  following  letter  was  written  to  him  by  command  of  his  excellency. 

Dublin  Cajlle,  201  h Nor.  i784. 

“ Sib, 

''  I read  with  pleafure  your  forcible  and  well-timed  Exhortation  to  the  Ro- 
" man  Catholics  of  the  dioccfe  of  Offory,  upon  the  re-appearance  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny  of 
“ thofe  execrable  rioters  formerly  called  White  Boys.  I thought  it  a juftice  due  to  you  to  lay  it 
before  the  lord-lieutenant  ■,  and  I have  his  commands  to  affure  you  of  the  great  fatisfaftion  he 
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cefe ; for  which  fuccefsful  exertions  he  received  the  moft  fatisfa6lory  acknow- 
ledgments from  government. 

••As  the  unanimiry  of  the  volunteers  diminidied,  their  fpirit  and  exertions 
abated  : fomething,  however,  was  to  be  attempted  before  the  meeting  of  the- 
parliament.  On  the  2d  of  January,  1785,  the  fecond  meeting  of  the  dele- 
gates was  had  at  Dublin,  at  which  were  prefent  the  reprefentatives  of  twenty- 
feven  counties,  and  of  moft  of  the  cities  and  confiderable  towns  of  the  king- 
dom, amounting  in  the  whole  to  more  than  200  perfons.  Their  proceedings 
appear  to  have  been  of  the  fame  nature  as  thofe  before  adopted,  with  this  only 
dilFerence,  that  in  the  propofed  application  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  was 
agreed  to  confine  themfelves  to  the  moft  general  terms,  and  to  leave  the  mode 
of  redrefs  as  free  and  open  as  polfible  to  the  confideration  of  parliament. 

The  Britilh  parliament  fat  to  the  25th  of  Aiiguft,  1784,  and  met  again  on 
the  25th  of  January,  1785  : and  from  his  majefty's  fpeech  it  appears,  that 
“ their  firft  concern  was  the  fettlement  of  all  differences  with  Ireland. 
“ Amongft  the  objefts  Avhich  now  require  confideration,  I muft  particularly 
“ recommend  to  your  earneft  attention  the  adjuftments  of  fuch  points  in  th® 
“ commercial  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as  are  not  yet 
“ finally  arranged ; the  fyftem,  which  will  unite  both  kingdoms  the  moft 
“ clofely  on  principles  of  reciprocal  advantage,  will,  I am  perfuaded,  beft 

enfure  the  general  profperity  of  my  dominion.” 

The  parliament  of  Ireland  met  on  the  20th  of  January,  1785,  when  the 
lord-lieutenant  thus  addreffed  them: 

1\Iy  Lori»s  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I HAVE  hismajefty's  commands  to  meet  you  in  par- 
“ liament,  and  to  defire  your  advice  and  co-operation  upon  thofe  affairs  of 
“ importance,  which  in  the  prefent  circuraftances  of  the  kingdom  require 
“ your  moft  fenous  attention. 

“ Whilft  I lamented  the  la wlefs  outrages  and  unconftitutional  proceedings 

feels  in  the  part  you  have  taken  for  the  prefervation  of  peace,  and  preventing  the  unhappy  confe- 
“ quences,  which  muft  follow  from  thofe  wicked  and  deluded  people  perfifting  in  fuch  outrageous 
“ violation  of  the  law,  I truft  your  endeavours  will  have  that  fuccels  which  they  merit,  and  whicL 
“ claim  tire  efteem  of  all  good  men, 

" I have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

“ Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

“ Thomas  Orde.”  • 

“ which 
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which  had  taken  place  fmce  your  laft  prorogation,  I had  the  fatisfa6lion  to 
j)erceive  that  thefe  exceffes  were  confined  to  a few  places,  and  even  there 
“ condemned.  And  I have  now  the  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  by  the  falutary 
“ interpofition  of  the  laws,  the  general  tranquillity  is  re-eftabliflied. 

“ I am  to  recommend  in  the  king’s  name  to  your  earneft  inveftigation  thofe 
^ obje6ts  of  trade  and  commerce  between  this  kingdom  and  Great  Britain, 
**  which  have  not  yet  received  their  complete  adjudinent.  In  framing  a 
“ plan  with  a view  to  a final  fettlement,  you  will  be  fenfible  that  the  intereft 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ought  to  be  for  ever  united  and  infeparable. 
“ And  his  majefty  relies  on  your  liberality  and  wifdom  for  adopting  fuch  an 
“ equitable  fyftem  for  the  joint  benefit  of  both  countries,  and  the  fupport  of 
“ the  common  intereft,  as  will  fecure  mutual  fatisfaftion  and  pennanency.” 

After  the  addrefs  had  been  moved  and  feconded,  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald 
faid,  he  would  not  have  had  any  objedion  to  the  addrefs,  if  it  had  proceeded 
in  the  ufual  mode,  as  mere  complimentary  matter  of  form  ; but  when  it  de- 
clared an  approbation  of  the  firm  and  moderate  meafures  of  his  Grace’s  go- 
vernment, meafures  in  which  he  could  not  coincide,  he  felt  himfelf  under  the 
neceftity  of  oppofing  that  part  of  the  addrefs.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the 
words  “ experienced  virtue  and  firmnefs”  ftiould  be  expunged,  and  the 
words,  “ and  whofe  private  virtues  entitle  him  to  the  efteem  and  regard  of 
“ this  houfe,”,  lliould  beinferted  in  their  room. 

Sir  Edward  Crofton  feconded  the  amendment. 

The  great  objedlion  vdiich  the  friends  of  reform  had  to  the  words  frmnejs 
and  moderation,  arofe  out  of  the  alleged  illegality  of  the  attachments  ilfued  in 
the  courfe  of  the  recefs  out  of  the  King’s  Bench.  It  Avas  afterted  on  one  fide, 
though  denied  on  the  other,  that  the  mode  of  attachment  had  been  adopted 
becaufe  a jury  could  not  be  trufted  on  the  occafion.  The  late  profecutions 
and  attachments  v^ere  traced  up  to  the  miniftry,  and  \"ehemently  inveighed 
againft  by  the  oppofition ; they  AA'ere  ftrenuoufly  defended  as  legal,  moderate, 
and  efficient,  by  the  treafury  bench. 

On  the  enfuing  day  a very  warm  debate  arofe  out  of  an  amendment  pro- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Flood  to  the  addrefs  to  his  majefty:  but  he  Avas  not  fupported 
even  by  feveral  of  the  ftauncheft  advocates  for  reform.  IMuch  Avas  faid  both 
on  the  illegality  of  attachments  and  parliamentary  reform,  though  neither 
fubje6t  Averc  before  the  houfe.  The  attorney-general,  (Mr.  Fitzgibbon) 
boldly  defended  the  legality  and  the  necelfity  of  attachments.  IMr.  Grattan 
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moft  feverely  reprobated  the  convention  of  delegates,  and  lamented  the  change 
attempted  to  be  introduced  into  the  volunteer  coj  ps.  The  old  original  volun- 
teers had  become  refpe6table,  becaufe  they  reprefented  the  property  of  the  na- 
tion ; but  lately  attempts  had  been  made  to  arm  the  poverty  of  the  country. 
He  condemned  the  meeting  of  the  delegates,  and  all  other  excefles,  becaufe 
they  prejudiced  the  reform  in  parliament,  and  at  the  fame  time  they  infulted 
its  authority.* 

His  majefty’s  anfwer  to  tlic  addreffes,  M'hich  was  communicated  to  the  com- 
mons on  the  4th  of  February,  1/85,  fpoke  a very  determined  language  againft 
the  attempts  of  the  delegatest  to  dictate  to,  and  overawe  the  parliament. 

The  feffion  of  1785,  in  both  kingdoms,  was  unufual  for  its  duration  and 
the  clofe  attention,  which  the  arduous fubje6ts  of  deliberation  forced  the  mem- 
bers to  give  to  their  legiflative  duties.  The  commercial  arrangements  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  exercifed  the  attention  of  both  parliaments 
upwards  of  feven  months.  In  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  advocates  for 
reform  were  not  difpirited  by  the  late  anfwer  of  his  majefty,  nor  by  the  ma- 
ny vigorous  meafures  adopted  by  government,  from  purfuing  their  favourite 


* Pari.  Debates,  p.  42. 
GEORGE  R. 


t Tills  is  the  anfwer  of  his  majefty. 


“ His  majefty  has  received  with  great  fatisfaftion,  the  dutiful  and  loyal 
addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  tlie  fentiments  therein  exprefled,  of  their  zealous  and 
affedtionate  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  government,  as  well  as  tlieir  juft  fenfe  of  tlie  expcri- 
enced  moderation  and  firmnefs  of  their  prefent  chief  governor. 

“ His  majefty  has  tlie  fulleft  reliance,  that  his  faithful  commons  will  make  provifions  for  fuch 
" fupplies  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  tlie  interefts  of  his  people,  and  the  lip- 
norable  fupport  of  his  government. 

'*  His  majefty  has  obferved  with  great  concern  the  popular  difturbances,  that  have  lately  prevailed, 
" from  the  intemperance  and  indiferetion  of  mifguided  men  ; and  confides  in  the  conftant  and 
" flrenuous  endeavours  of  his  faithful  commons  of  Ireland  to  prevent  their  pernicious  effedts ; and 
tlieir  refolution,  to  rejedt  and  fupprefs  every  aflTumed  aulhority,  which  may  attempt  to  didtate  to 
“ the  legiflature,  affords  his  majefty  the  higheft  fatisfaftion.  His  majefty  is  fully  perfuaded,  tliat  a 
proper  degi-ee  of  attention  will  be  fliewn  in  the  confideration  of  fuch  internal  regulations  as  may 
be  neceffary  for  fecuring  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  for  the  fet- 
“ tlemeut  of  all  commercial  objedls  between  his  kingdoms,  upon  equitable  and  lafting  principles, 
" for  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  different  parts  of  the  empire  : and  they  may  depend  upon  his 
moft  ready  concurrence  in  the  fupport  of  fuch  meafures  as,  upon  a mature  confideration  may 
“ appear  to  draw  clofer  thofe  ties  of  intereft  and  affedlion  between  the  two  countries,  which  are 
fo  effeniial  to  their  general  happinefs  and  profperity.  G.  R." 
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objecl.  Upon  this  ground,  Sir  Edward  Crofton,  on  the  4th  of  February,* 
prefented  a bill  to  preferve  the  freedom  of  parliament,  by  afcertaining  the 
qualifications  of  members  to  ferve  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  tenor  of 
the  bill  was  to  make  500/.  per  annum  fee  fimple  eftate  the  qualification  for  a 
knight  of  the  fliire ; and  300/.  per  annum  of  like  eftate  that  for  a citizen  or 
burgefs.  This  would  have  eftablillied  too  much  independence  in  the  houfe 
not  to  beoppofed  by  the  Caftle  intereft.  The  ardent  declarations  of  Mr.  Pitt 
in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  upon  parlia- 
mentary reform,  on  which,  he  faid,  he  laboured  incetfantly,  and  was  the  ob- 
jedt  neareft  to  his  heart,  buoyed  up  their  confidence,  that  in  Ireland  his  friend 
and  colleague  in  that  caufe,  and  now  the  organ  of  the  Britifii  minifter  in  Ire- 
land, would  not  oppofe  its  progrefs  in  that  kingdom,  where  it  was  more 
wanted,  more  generally  and  urgently  called  for  by  the  people,  and  could  be 
more  eafilyefie6ted  than  in  Great  Britain,  whofe  prime  minifter  had  fo  confi- 
dently boafted  of  his  wiflies  to  bring  it  to  bear.f  At  a time  in  which  moft  impor- 
tant 


* 4Parl.  Debates,  p.  79. 

-)•  Lord  Surrey  (now  Duke  of  Norfolk)  in  obferving  upon  the  king’s  fpeech,  mentioned  the 
attachments,  that  had  lately  been  iffued  againft  llieriffs  in  Ireland,  for  having  convened  what 
he  could  not  but  confider  as  a meeting  perfectly  legal,  and  perfettly  conftitutional ; he  trufted 
therefore  fomething  was  intended  to  be  done  on  the  fubje£t.  To  alfemble,  for  the  purpofe  of 
confidering  of  a parliamentary  reform,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  laft  matter  that  fhould  be  pro- 
ceeded againft  ; more  el’pecially  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  way  as  by  attachment.  To  this,  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  (17  Englifli  Pari.  Debates,  p.  8)  he  was  not  forry  for  what-the  noble  lord  had  faid  upon  that 
fubje(St ; on  the  contrary,  he  was  extremely  glad  that  a parliamentary  reform  had  been  mentioned. 
Perhaps  he  did  not  difter  from  the  noble  lord,  in  thinking  that  the  moft  pra6licable  mode  of  accora- 
plilhing  the  objedt  of  amending  tlie  reprefentation  of  the  people,  would  have  been  to  bring  it  expli- 
citly forward  in  his  majefty’s  fpeech.  Great  and  wife  men  had  entertained  various  conceptions  of 
that  important  matter.  He  was  willing  to  give  it  all  the  fair  play,  to  which  the  ardent  defire  of  the 
people,  its  own  momentous  confequence,  and  his  fincere  inclination  entitled  it.  On  this  bufinefs 
he  laboured  inceflantly.  It  was  that  which,  of  all  others,  was  the  neareft  his  heart : and  at  that 
very  early  period  of  the  feflion,  to  have  ftated  it  fpecifically,  was  impoflible.  Much  was  ftill  to  do. 
His  ideas  were  not  matured.  It  comprehended  a great  variety  of  confiderations  : it  related  to  the 
eflfentials  or  vitals  of  the  confiitution  j it  therefore  required  the  moft  delicate  and  unremitted  atten- 
tion : it  was  a path  which  he  was  determined  to  tread  ; but  he  knew  with  what  tendemefs  and  cir- 
cumfpe£tion  it  became  him  to  proceed.  He  hoped,  however,  in  a few  days,  to  be  able  to  name  a 
day,  on  which  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  his  propofition  to  the  houfe.  It  was  his  aim  to 
propofe  a fpecificplan  of  reform,  which,  in  his  judgment,  for  of  that  only  he  fpoke,  and  for  that  only 
he  pledged  himfclf,  as  every  man  would  undoubtedly  judge  in  fo  great  and  critical  a cafe,  according  to 
the  beft  of  his  own  judgment,  which  he  prefiuned  would  be  an  improvement  of  the  confiitution,  as- 
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taut  and  final  arrangements  had  been  pending  for  the  commercial  intercourfe 
between  the  fifter  kingdoms,  and  when  it  was  notorious  that  a fpecial  treaty 
of  commerce  had  been  long  in  agitation  between  Great  Britain  and  France ; 
and  the  treaty  for  regulating  the  commerce  between  her  and  the  United 
States  of  both  America  and  Holland,  were  ftill  in  an  incomplete  Rate,  it  ap- 
peared necdfary,  that  Ireland  fiiould,  particularly  as  fiie  -was  now  an  indepen- 
dent kingdom,  know  how  far  her  commercial  mtcrefts  were  affeded  by  thofe 
pending  treaties  with  foreign  nations:  accordingly,  Mn  Corry,  on  the  8th  of 
February,  moved  the  houfe,  that  an  humble  add  refs  Ihould  be  prefented  to 
the  lord-lieutenant,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  lay  before  his  majefty  the 
liumble  addrefs  of  that  houfe,  that  his  majefty  would  gracioufly  condefcend 
to  order  to  be  laid  before  that  houfe  copies  of  the  preliminary  and  provifional 
articles  of  peace  and  commerce,  and  alfo  the  definitive  treaties  of  peace  and 
commerce  witli  foreign  Rates,  at,  and  fince  the  conclufion  of  tlie  laR  war. 
This  reafonable  motion  having  been  iiiRantly  oppofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Mr.  Fofter)  and  the  fecretary  of  Rate  (IMr.  Orde),  the  houfe 
from  that  time  became  diffident  in  the  Rncerity  of  government  to  adapt  the 
pending  arrangements  to  the  rights,  intereRs,  and  dignity  of  that  kingdom.* 
, Previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament  on  the  20th  of  January,  the  Britifii 
cabinet,  in  concert  with  commiffioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  had 
formed  a plan  for  regulating  and  finally  adjuRingthe  commercial  intercourfc 
between  the  two  countries:  and  on  the  7 th  of  February  Mr.  Orde  laid  it  be- 
fore the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  form  of  ten  feparate  refolutions  or  pro- 
pofitions,  which  he  obferved  were  founded  on  the  v^ords  of  the  unanimous 

it  would  confer  permanency  and  effedt  on  tliofe  principles  which  conftituted  its  diflinguifhing  excel- 
lence. To  this  meafure  he  pledged  himfelf,  but  did  not  feel  any  obligation  to  define  it  at  prefent ; 
nor  was  he  willing  to  bring  it  forward  too  early,  left  he  might  not  leave  himfelf  fufiicient  time  for 
digefting  what  he  fliould  think  it  incumbent  on  him  to  lay  before  the  houfe.  But  he  was  anxious  to 
improve  his  plan  with  whatever  was  requifite  to  render  it  effedlual,  and  to  bring  it  on  with  every 
folemnity  which  could  contribute  to  its  influence  and  refpectability.  He  ftiould,  therefore,  choofe, 
that  a motion  for  a call  of  the  houfe  fliould  precede  it,  in  order  that  the  friends  and  oppofers  of  the 
motion  might  have  a fair  invitation  either  to  fupport  or  conteft  it. 

* Although  the  great  objedt  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  feftion  were  the  arrangement  of  the 
commercial  intercourfc  between  the  two  countries,  yet  fome  other  meafures  occafionally  occurred 
in  parliament.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated  the  national  debt  then  to  amount  to 
3,150,301/.  lls.  ^id.  Theufual  number  of  15,000  military  was  voted,  though  ftrongly  oppofed  : 
and  Mr.  Gardiner’s  motion  for  20,oCO/.  for  arraying  the  militia,  paflTed  by  a majority  of  139  againft 
63  j though  it  were  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  remaining  friends  of  the  volunteers. 
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acldrefs  of  that  houfe  at  the  clofe  of  the  laftfeffion,  recommending  a plan  for 
a liberal  arrangement  of  commercial  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and 

O 

Ireland,  formed  upon  the  broad  bafis  of  reciprocal  advantage,  as  the  mod  cf- 
fe6tual  means  of  ftrengthening  the  empire  at  large,  and  cherilliing  the  com- 
mon intereft  and  brotherly  aftection  of  both  kingdoms.  The  confideration 
of  them  was  recommended  to  the  houfe  in  the  king’s  name,  and  IMr.  Secre- 
tary went  through  them  feparately  with  fome  comment  on  each  ; little  oppo- 
lition  or  even  obfeiwation  was  made  by  the  houfe  upon  them  in  this  ftage : 
IMr.  Forbes  required  time  to  confider  and  digeft  them,  and  warned  the  houfe 
againft  precipitancy  in  adopting  them.  IMr.  Brownlow  flew  out  indignantly 
at  the  idea  of  their  becoming  a tributary  nation  : he  rejedted  the  gift,  and 
hurled  it  back  with  fcorn  ; he  never  would  confent  to  be  a flare,  or  pay  tri- 
bute. Such  propofitions  had  been  formerly  made  to  America,  and  they  had 
feen  the  effedts,  Mr.  Flood  cautioned  the  members  againft  going  into  a 
debate  upon  the  propofitions,  as  there  was  then  no  queftion  before  the  houfe. 
On  the  11th  and  12th  of  February  the  houfe  was  in  committee  upon  the 
refolutions.*  They  were  ftrongly  oppofed  by  fome,  but  not  by  all  of  the  oppofi- 

tion. 


* 4 Joum.  Lords,  p.  550.  The  following  was  the  form  of  the  original  propofitions. 

111.  lirfolvcd,  That  it  is  highly  important  to  the  general  interell  of  theBritiih  empire,  that  the 
trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  encouraged  and  extended  as  nmeh  as  pofiible  ; and 
for  that  purpofe,  that  the  Intercourfe  and  commerce  be  finally  fettled  and  regulated  on  permanent 
“ and  equitable  principles  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  countries. 

" 2d.  Rcfolvcd,  That  towards  carrying  into  full  effeft  fo  defirable  a fettlement,  it  is  fit  and 
“ proper,  that  all  articles,  not  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  firould  be 
" imported  into  each  kingdom  from  the  other,  reciprocally,  under  the  fame  regulation,  and  at  the 
faid  duties,  if  fubject  to  duties,  to  which  they  are  liable  wlicn  imported  directly  from  the  place 
" of  their  growth,  product,  or  manufacture ; and  that  all  duties  originally  paid  on  importation  into 
” cither  country  refpectively,  lliall  be  fully  drawn  back  on  exportation  to  the  other. 

" 3d.  Rcfalx'ed,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  is  proper,  that  no  prohibition  Ihould  exifi.  in 
either  country,  againft  the  importation,  ufe,  or  fale  of  any  article,  the  growth,  product,  or  ma- 
” nufacture  of  the  other  j and  that  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  e\’ery  fuch  article,  if  fubject  to 
■"  duty,  in  either  country,  fliould  be  precifely  the  fame  in  the  one  country  as  in  the  other,  except 
“ where  an  addition  may  be  neceflary  in  either  country,  in  confequence  of  an  internal  duty  on  any 
“ fuch  article  of  its  own  confumption. 

“ 4th.  Rcjolved,  That  in  all  cafes  where  the  duties  on  articles  of  the  growth,  product,  or  ma- 
nufacture  of  either  country,  are  different  on  the  importation  into  the  other,  it  would  be  expe- 
^‘'dient,  that  they  fliould  be  reduced  in  the  kingdom  where  they  are  the  highe/i,  to  the  amount 
Voi..  II.  p " payable 
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tioii.  Of  all  the  gentlemen,  who  ultimately  oppofed  them,  Mr.  Grattan  ap- 
pears to  have  entertained  the  moft  favourable  opinion  of  them  in  the  firft  in- 

ftance, 

" payable  in  the  other,  and  that  all  Inch  articles  fliould  be  exportable  from  the  kingdom,  into  which 
“ tlicy  fliall  be  imported,  as  free  from  duty  as  the  limilar  commodities  or  home  manufactures  of 
“ the  fame  kingdom. 

sth.  Rrfoked,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  is  alfo  proper,  that  in  all  cafes  where  eitlier  king- 
” dom  fliall  charge  articles  of  its  own  confumption,  with  an  internal  duty  on  the  manufacture,  or 
“ a duty  on  the  material,  the  fame  manufacture,  when  imported  from  the  other,  may  be  charged 
“ with  a further  duty  on  importation,  to  the  fame  amount  as  the  internal  duty  on  the  manufacture, 
or  to  an  amount  adequate  to  countervail  the  duty  on  the  material,  and  fliall  be  entitled  to  fuch 
“ drawbacks  or  bounties  on  exportation,  as  may  leave  the  fame  fubject  to  no  heavier  burden,  than 
“ the  home  made  manufacture;  fuch  farther  duty  to  continue  fo  long  only  as  the  internal  con- 
fumption  fliall  be  charged  with  the  duty  or  duties,  to  balance  which  it  fliall  be  impofed,  or  until 
the  manufacture,  coming  from  the  other  kingdom,  fliall  be  fubjected  there  to  an  equal  burden, 
" not  drawn  back  or  compenfated  on  exportation. 

“ 6th.  Refohed,  That  in  order  to  give  permanency  to  the  fettlement  now  intended  to  be  efta- 
bliflied,  it  is  neceflary,  that  no  prohibition,  or  new  or  additional  duties,  fliould  be  hereafter  im- 
pofed  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  importation  of  any  article  of  the  growth,  product,  or  manufac- 
“ ture  of  the  other,  except  fuch  additional  duties  as  may  be  requifite  to  balance  duties  on  internal 
“ confumption,  purfuantto  the  foregoing  refolution. 

7th.  Refohed,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  is  neceflary  farthi  r,  that  no  prohibition,  or 
” new  or  additional  duties,  fliould  be  hereafter  impofed  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of 
“ any  article  of  native  growth,  product,  or  manufacture  from  thence  to  the  other,  except  fuch  as 
“ either  kingdom  may  deem  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bif- 
“ cuits;  and  alfo  except  where  there  now  exifts  any  prohibition  which  is  not  reciprocal,  or  any  duty 
" which  is  not  equal  in  both  kingdoms,  in  every  which  cafe  the  prohibition  maybe  made  reciprocal, 
" or  the  duties  raifed  fo  as  to  make  them  equal. 

“ 8th.  Refohed,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  is  neceflary,  that  no  bounties  whatfoever  fliould 
be  paid,  or  payable,  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  to  the  other,  except 
fuch  as  relate  to  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifeuits,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks 
" or  compenfatioiis  for  duties  paid,  and  that  no  duty  fliould  be  granted  in  this  kingdom  on  the  ex- 
"■  portation  of  any  article  imported  from  the  Britifli  plantations,  or  any  manufacture  made  of  fuch 
" article,  unlefs  in  cafes  where  a fimilar  bounty  is  payable  in  Britain,  on  exportation  from  thence, 
" or  where  fuch  bounty  is  merely  in  the  nature  of  a drawback  or  compenfation  of,  or  for  duties 
paid  over  and  above  any  duties  paid  thereon  in  Britain. 

" gth.  Refohed,  That  it  is  expedient,  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Britifli  empire,  that  the  im- 
" portation  of  articles  from  foreign  ftates  fliould  be  regulated  from  time  to  time,  in  each  kingdom, 
“ on  fuch  terms,  as  may  aflford  an  effectual  preference  to  the  importation  of  fimilar  articles  of  the 
" growth,  product,  or  manufacture  of  the  other. 

lOth.  Refohed,  That  it  is  effential  to  the  commercial  interefts  of  this  countrj' to  prevent,  as 

much 
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fiance.  “ I am  anxious,”  faid  he,  “ to  fay  a few  words,  both  on  the  new  refolu- 
“ tions  and  the  plan.  The  refolutions  I think  abfolutely  indifpenfable.  They 
“ have  a threefold  principle.  The  firft  is,  after  the  expences  of  the  nation  are 
‘‘  paid,  to  contribute  to  the  general  expence  of  the  empire.  The  fecond  is,  that 
“ by  making  the  furplus  not  applicable  to  the  general  expence  till  all  ex- 
“ pences  are  paid,  it  interefts  both  the  Britilh  and  the  Irifli  minifters  in  Irilli 
“ oeconomy.  The  third  is,  to  fubje6l  that  furplus  to  the  control  of  the  Irilh 
“ parliament.  If  the  other  refolutions  had  not  palled,  thefe  ought  ftill  to  be 
“ fupported.  They  put  an  end  to  debt ; they  decide  the  great  queftion  of 
“ 1753;  they  efiablillr  Irilli  oeconomy;  they  make  the  Britifli  miniftry  a 
“ guarantee  to  the  integrity  of  this  houfe,  and  the  oeconomy  of  Irilh  admi- 
“ niftration.  The  plan  is  open,  fair,  and  juft,  and  fuch  as  the  Britilli  minifter 
“ can  juftify  to  both  nations.  He  gave  to  England  what  llie  had  a right  to 
“ expe6l,  and  perhaps  they  could  not  give  her  more.” 

When  all  the  refolutions  had  been  agreed  to,  the  chancellor  of  the  Ex^ 
chequer  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  exprellive  of  their  gratitude  to 
his  majefty  for  the  gracious  recommendation  of  the  plan  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  houfe,  and  of  their  fanguine  hopes  of  the  happy  efi'efts  thereof. 
On  the  fame  day  (12  Feb.  1785)  the^refolutions  and  the  addrefs  were  fent  to 
the  lords,  and  unanimoully  agreed  to.  On  the  22d  of  the  month,  the  eleven 
refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  were 
read  in  a committee  of  the  Britilli  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  Mr.  Pitt  opened 
the  bufmefs  by  calling  upon  the  committee  to  debarafs  their  minds  of  all  bias 
and  prepolfellion,  which  fo  much  pains  had  been  taken  to  create  and  dilFufe 
throughout  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  In  treating  that  important  queftion, 
he  Avould  beg  leave  to  recal  their  attention  to  what  had  been,  and  what  was 
the  relative  lituation  of  the  two  countries.  They  would  recolledl  that,  from 
the  Revolution  to  a period  within  the  memory  of  every  man,  who  heard  him, 

much  as  poflible,  an  accumulation  of  national  debt,  and  therefore  it  is  highly  expedient,  that  the 
" annual  revenues  of  this  kingdom  Ihould  be  made  equal  to  its  annual  expences. 

“ nth.  Refolved,  That  for  the  better  protedtion  of  trade,  whatever  fura  the  grofs  hereditary  re- 
" venue  of  this  kingdom  (after  dedudling  all  drawbacks,  repayments,  or  bounties,  granted  in  the 
” nature  of  drawbacks,)  fliall  produce,  over  and  above  the  fum  of  656,000/.  in  each  year  of  peace, 
" w'herein  the  annual  revenues  lhall  be  equal  to  the  annual  expences,  and  in  each  year  of  war, 
“ without  regard  to  fuch  equality,  lliould  be  appropriated  towards  the  fupport  of  the  naval  force  of 
" the  empire,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom  lhall  diredt.” 
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indeed  until  tliefe  very  few  years,  the  fyftem  had  been  that  of  debarring  Ire- 
land from  the  enjoyment  and  ufe  of  her  own  refources  ; to  make  the  king- 
dom completely  fubfervient  to  the  interefts  and  opulence  of  this  country, 
without  fuffering  her  to  fhare  in  the  bounties  of  nature,  in  the  induftry  of 
her  citizens,  or  making  them  contribute  to  the  general  interefts  and  ftrength 
of  the  empire.  This  fyhem  of  cruel  and  abominable  reftraint  had  however 
been  exploded.  It  was  at  once  har/li  and  unjuft,  and  it  was  as  impolitic  as  it 
was  oppreflive ; for  however  neceflary  it  might  be  to  the  partial  benefit  of 
diftrids  in  Britain,  it  promoted  not  the  real  profperity  and  ftrength  of  the 
empire.  That  which  had  been  the  fyftem,  counteraded  the  kindnefs  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  fufpended  the  induftry  and  enterprize  of  man.  Ireland  was  put 
under  fuch  reftraint,  that  flie  was  fhut  out  from  every  fpecies  of  commerce. 
She  was  reftrained  from  fending  the  produce  of  her  owm  foil  to  foreign  mar- 
kets, and  all  correfpondence  with  the  colonies  of  Britain  was  prohibited  to 
her,  fo  that  flie  could  jiot  derive  their  commodities  but  through  the  medium 
of  Britain.  This  was  the  fyftem,  which  had  prevailed,  and  this  was  the  ftate 
of  thraldom,  in  which  that  country  had  been  kept  ever  fmce  the  Revolution. 
Some  relaxation  of  the  fyftem,  indeed,  took  place  at  an  early  period  of  the 
prefen t century.  Somewhat  more  of  the  reftridive  laws  were  abated  in  the  ' 
reign  of  George  II.  but  it  was  not  until  a time  nearer  to  our  own  day,  and 
indeed  within  the  laft  feven  years,  that  the  fyftem  had  been  completely  re- 
verfed.* 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  but  that  when  Ireland,  by  the  more  enlarged  fen- 
timents  of  the  prcfentagc,  had  acquired  an  independent  legiflature,  ftie  would 
inftantly  export  her  produce  and  manufadures  to  all  the  markets  of  the, 
world.  She  did  fo,.  and  this  was  not  all.  England,  without  any  compad  or  . 
bargain,  generoufly  admitted  her  to  a fhare  in  her  colonics.  She  gave  her 
liberty  to  import  diredly,  and  to  re-export  to  all  the  world,  except  to  Britain, 
the  produce  of  her  colonies.  Thus  much  w'as  done  fome  years  ago  ; but  to 
this  moment  no  change  had  taken  place  in  the  intercourfe  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  themfelves.  Some  trivial  points  indeed  had  been  changed; 
but  no  confiderable  change  had  taken  place  in  our  mannfadures  exported 
to  Ireland,  or  in  theirs  imported  to  England..  That,  therefore,  which  had 

* Thefe  melancholy  truths,  fo  ftrongly  ftated  by  Mr.  Pitt,  of  the  degraded  and  diftretfed  fituation 
fif  Ireland,  under  the  ancient  fyticm  of  its  government,  are  fo  many  confolator}'  reafons  for  thelrilb 
finding  in  an  incorporate  union  the  impoffibility  of  their  repetition. 
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■been  done,  was  ftill  viewed  by  the  people  of  Ireland  as  infafficient ; and  cla- 
mours were  excited,  and  fuggellions  publilhed  in  Dublin  and  elfewhere,  of 
putting  duties  on  our  produce  and  manufactures,  under  the  name  of  protect- 
ing duties. 

Having  thus  far  relaxed  from  the  fyltein,  which  had  been  maintained  fmce 
the  revolution;  having  abandoned  the  commercial  fubferviency,  in  which  we 
had  folong  perfevered,  and  having  fo  wifely  and  jufUy  put  them  into  a ftate, 
in  which  they  might  cultivate  and  profit  from  the  gifts  of  nature ; having 
•fecured  to  them  the  advantages  of  their  arts  and  induftry,  it  was  to  be  ob-. 
ferved,  that  we  had  aboliliied  one  fyflem,  and  had  eflablifhed  another ; but 
we  had  left  the  intercourfe  between  the  two  countries  cxaClly  where  it  was. 
There  were,  he  faid,  but  two  polhble  fyfiems  for  countries  fituated  in  rela- 
tion to  one  another  like  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  one,  of  having  the  fmaller 
completely  fubfervient,  and  fubordinate  to  the  greater,  to  make  the  one,  as 
it  were,  an  inflrument  of  advantagOj  and  to  make  all  her  efforts  operate  in 
favor,  and  conduce  merely  to  the  interefl  of  the  other.  This  fyflem  we  had 
tried  in  refpeCt  to  Ireland.  The  other  was,  a participation  and  community 
of  benefits,  and  a fyflem  of  equality  and  fairnefs,  w'hich,  without  tending  to 
aggrandize  the  one  or  deprefs  the  other,  fhould  feek  the  aggregate  interefis 
of  the  empire.  Such  a fituation  of  commercial  equalit}^,  in  which  there  Avas 
to  be  a community  of  benefits,  demanded  alio  a community  of  burdens  ; and 
it  w’as  this  fituation,  in  which  he  was  anxious  to  place  the  twm "Countries.  It 
was  on  that  general  bafis,  that  he  w'as  felicitous  of  moving  the  propofition, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  to  complete  a fyflem,  w'hich  had  been  left  unfi- 
nifhed  and  defective. 

Mr.  Pitt,  after  having  fully  pafled  in  review  the  different  benefits  lately 
granted  to  Ireland  by  the  Britidi  parliament,  obferved,  that  the  conceffions 
now  propofed  to  be  made  to  that  kingdom,  in  order  to  put  the  two  countries 
on  a fair  and  equal  footing,  he  fhould  reduce  to  two  heads  : 

Firfl,  The  importation  of  the  produce  of  our  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies 
and  America  through  Ireland  into  Great  Britain. 

Second,  A mutual  exchange  between  the  two  countries  of  their  refpeClive 
productions  and  manufactures,  upon  equal  terms.  * 

With  regard  to  the  firfl,  he  alloAved  it  had  the  appearance  of  militating 
againfl  the  navigation  laws,  for  which  England  had  ever  had  the  greatefl 
partiality.  But  as  fhe  had  already  allowed  Ireland  to  trade  immediately  and 
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diredtly  with  the  colonies,  lie  could  not  fee  how  the  importing  of  the  produce 
of  thofe  colonies  circuitoully  through  Ireland  into  Great  Britain  could  injure 
the  colonial  trade  of  this  country,  which  was  a diredl  one,  and  therefore  to 
be  made  at  a lefs  expence  and  rilk,  than  that  which  was  circuitous. 

In  return  for  thefe  conceffions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  he  propofed, 
that  Ireland  fliould  agree  to  the  payment  of  a certain  ftipulated  fum  yearly 
out  of  the  furplus  of  her  hereditary  revenue,  towards  defraying  the  general 
expences  of  the  empire.  He  then  concluded  a v'ery  elaborate  fpeech  with 
moving  the  following  general  refolution  : “ That  it  was  highly  important 
“ to  the  general  interefts  of  the  empire,  that  the  commercial  intcrcourfe  be- 
“ tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fliould  be  finally  adjufted,  and  that  Ireland 
“ fliould  be  admitted  to  a permanent  and  irrevocable  participation  of  the 
‘‘  commercial  advantages  of  this  country,  vdien  her  parliament  fliould  perma- 
“ nently  and  irrevocably  fccure  an  aid  out  of  the  furplus  of  the  hereditary 
“ revenue  of  that  kingdom,  towards  defiaying  the  expence  of  protedling  the 
“ general  commerce  of  the  empire  in  time  of  peace.” 

Although  the  committee  were  not  called  upon  that  night  to  give  any 
Opinion  upon  the  refolution.  Lord  North,  Mr.  Fox  and  feveral  of  their 
friends  fpoke  upon  the  fubjeft,  left  their  filence  might  be  interpreted  into 
confcnt  or  approbation.  Whereas  they  much  doubted,  ivliether  any  fyftcm 
of  intcrcourfe  were  at  that  time  neceffary  to  be  arranged  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  : and  if  fo,  whether  the  fyftem,  of  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  given  the  outline,  were  fuch  as  policy,  expediency,  and 
good  fenfe  required  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Fox  entered  more  into  the  detail  of  the  neceffary  effedls  of  the  refolu- 
tions,  and  concluded  therefrom,  that  the  wliole  tendency  of  the  pi  opofitions 
appeared  to  him  to  go  the  length  of  appointing  Ireland  the  foie  guardian  of 
the  laws  of  navigation,  and  grand  arbitrefs  of  all  the  commercial  interefts  of 
the  empire  ; a trufl  he  felt  no  fort  of  inclination  to  part  from  out  of  our  own 
hands,  not  even  to  delegate  to  Ireland,  of  whofe  gencrofity,  loyalty,  and  gra- 
titude, no  man  entertained  a higher  opinion. 

A fortnight  elapfed  before  the  fubjedl  again  made  its  appearance ; during 
which  time  a report,  prepared  by  a committee  of  the  board  of  trade  and 
plantations,  was  laid  by  the  minifter  upon  the  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  aflift  its  deliberations.  Thisjeport  was  Rated  to  be  founded  .upon  the  de- 
clarations 
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clarations  and  opinions  of  fome  of  the  principal  manufa6turers  and  merchants 
in  the  kingdom,  who  had  been  examined  by  the  above-mentioned  committee, 
and  its  particular  object  was  to  prove  the  expediency  of  that  part  of  the  fyf- 
tem,  which  related  to  the  reduclion  of  the  duties  payable  upon  the  importation 
of  Iriih  produce  and  manufa6tures  into  Great  Britain,  to  what  the  fame  fort 
of  articles  were  chai’ged  with  in  this  country.. 

In  the  mean  time  the  merchants  and  manufaiTurers,  who  had  been  ex- 
amined before  the  committee,  joined  hy  great  numbers  of  others  from  every 
part  of  the  nation,  met  together  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  thelrilhpropofitions 
into  their  confideration..  During  tlie  courfe  of  their  proceedings  it  appeared, 
that  tlie  opinions  of  the  former  were  in  direct  contradiilion  to  the  inferences, 
which  had  been  drawn  from  their  examination  in  the  report  laid  before  par- 
liament. Whether  this  were  occafioned  by  any  change,  which  upon  a fuller 
confideration  had  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers themfelves,  or  whether  the  committee  of  the  board  of  trade  and  plan- 
tations had  flrained  and  perverted  their  declarations,  it  is  not  eafy  to  deter- 
mine. However,  the  confequence  Avas,  that  it  threw  a confiderable  degree 
of  diferedit  upon  the  report  itfelf,  and  feemed  to  point  out  the  neceffity 
there  was  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  examine  the  different  commercial 
and  manufa6turing  bodies  concerned,  at  their  own  bar.  This  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding gave  the  firft  check  to  the  fyftem  in  its  progrefs  through  the  houfe, 
whilll  without  doors  it  became  more  unpopular,  in  proportion  as  it  became 
more  thoroughly  inveftigated ; yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  its  unpopularity 
generally  arofe  from  different  grounds.. 

During  the  months  of  IMarch  and  April,  and  even  until  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  May,  the  houfe  was  occupied  in  receiving  petitions,  and  hearing 
evidence  of  manufa6turers  and  merchants  of  every  defeription.  The  firft  of 
thefe  petitions  was  from  Liverpool : it  was  prefented  on  the  3d  of  IMarch  by 
Mr.  Gafeoigne,  and  drew  a confiderable  long  fpeech  from  Mr.  Pitt,  to  re- 
fute the  conclufions  drawn  by  the  petitioners  from  their  own  premifes.  On 
the  16th  of  March  Mr.  Stanley  prefented  a petition  from  Lancafliire,  figned 
by  eighty  thoufand  perfons : fixty-four  petitions  in  the  whole*  were  pre- 


* Mr.  Jenkinfon  in  argument  in  favour  of  the  meafure  obferved,  that  the  number  of  petitions 
was  no  matter  of  triumph,  for  that  in  Lord  North's  adminiftration  fifty-one  petitions  had  been  pre- 
fented in  favoui'  of  Ireland. 
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feiiteci  againft  the  propofitions,  from  which  the  oppofition  ftrongly  urged, 
that  the  fenfe  of  the  country  was  againft  them.  On  no  fubjcdl  had  Mr.  Pitt 
ever  fpoken  with  more  warmth  and  zeal.  On  the  12th  of  May,  1785,  Mr. 
Pitt  brought  forward,  in  confequence  or  under  pretext  of  the  new  lights 
thrown  upon  the  fubjedlfrom  the  examinations,  petitions,  and  reports,  a new 
feries  of  propofitions  or  refolutions,*  twenty  in  number,  fome  of  the  additional 

being 


* The  following  was  the  form  of  the  new  refolutions  or  propofitions,  viz. 

I.  That  it  is  highly  important  to  the  interefts  of  both  countries,  that  the  commerce  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  Ihould  be  finally  regulated  on  permanent  and  equitable  principles,  for  the  mu- 
tual benefit  of  both  cftuntries. 

II.  That  a full  participation  of  commercial  advantages  fliould  be  permanently  fecured  to  Ireland, 
whenever  a provifion,  equally  permanent  and  fecure,  fliall  be  made  by  the  parliament  of  that  king-! 
dom  towards  defrayin_g,  in  proportion  to  its  growing  profperity,  the  neceffary  expences  in  time  of 
peace,  of  protecting  the  trade  and  general  interefts  of  the  empire. 

III.  That  towards  earrying  into  full  effeCtfo  defirable  a fettlement,  it  is  fit  and  proper,  that  all 
articles,  not  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  “ except  thofe  of  the  growth, 
“ produce,  or  manufacture,  of  any  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the 

Streights  of  Magellan,”  fliould  be  imported  into  each  kingdom  from  the  other  reciprocally,  un- 
der the  fame  regulations,  and  at  the  fame  duties,  (if  fubjeCt  to  duties)  to  which  they  “ would  be” 
liable  when  imported  direCtly  from  the  country  or  place  from  whence  the  dame  may  “ have  been 
“ imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  refpeClively,  as  the  cafe  may  be and  that  all  duties 
originally  paid  on  importation  into  either  country  refpeCtively,  except  on  arrack  and  foreign  brandy, 
and  on  rum,  and  all  other  forts  of  ftrong  waters  not  imported  from  the  Britifli  colonies  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  fliall  be  fully  drawn  back  on  exportation  to  the  other.  “ But,  neverthelefs,  that  the  duties 

fhall  continue  to  be  protected  and  guarded,  as  at  prefent,  by  with-holding  the  drawback,  until  a 
“ certificate  from  tlie  proper  officers  of  the  revenue  in  the  kingdom,  to  which  the  export  may  be 
“ made,  fliall  be  returned  and  compared  with  the  entry  outwards.” 

IV.  That  it  is  highly  important  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  Britifli  empire,  that  the  laws  for 
regulating  trade  and  navigation  fliould  be  the  fame  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  j and,  therefore, 
that  it  is  effential  tow'ards  carrying  into  efteCt  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  all  laws  which  have  been 
made,  or  fhall  be  made  in  Great  Britain,  for  feenring  exclufive  privileges  to  the  fhips  and  mariners 
of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifli  colonies  and  plantations,  and  for  regulating  and  reftrain- 
ing  the  trade  of  the  Britifli  colonies  and  plantations,  fuch  laws  impofing  the  fame  reftraints,  and 

conferring  the  fame  benefits  on  the  fubjeCts  of  both  kingdoms,  fhould”  be  in  force  in  Ireland, 
“ by  laws  to  be  paflfed  by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  for  the  fame  time,  and”  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  in  Great  Britain. 

V.  That  it  is  farther  effential  to  this  fettlement,  that  all  goods  and  commodities  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  Britifli  or  foreign  colonies  in  America,  or  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the 
Britifli  or  foreign  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  imported  into  Ireland,  fhould  on  importation, 

be 
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being  fnpplemental,  others  explanatory,  and  feveral  entirely  new.  The  chief 
objecls  of  additional  propofitions  were  to  provide,  1 ft.  That  whatever  na- 
vigation 

be  fubject  to  the  (hme  duties  and  regulations”  as  the  like  goods  are,  or  from  time  to  time  lhall  be 
fubject  to,  upon  importation  into  Great  Britain  j “ or  if  prohibited  from  being  imported  into  Great 
“ Britain,  lhall  in  like  manner  be  prohibited  from  being  imported  into  Ireland." 

VI.  That  in  order  to  prevent  illicit  practices,  injurious  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of  botli 
kingdoms,  it  is  expedient,  that  all  goods,  whether  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  foreign  country,  which  lhall  hereafter  be  imported  into  Great  Bri- 
tain from  Ireland,  or  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  Ihould  be  put,  by  laws  to  be  paffed  in 
the  parliament  of  the  two  kingdoms,  under  the  fame  regulations  with  refpect  to  bonds,  cockets, 
and  other  inftruments,  to  which  the  like  goods  are  now'  fubject  in  palling  from  one  port  of  Great 
Britain  to  another. 

VII.  That  for  the  like  purpofe,  it  is  alfo  expedient,  that  W'hen  any  goods,  tire  growtli,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  Britillr  ^^'e^l  India  illands,  or  any  other  of  the  Britiftr  colonies  or  planta- 
tions,” Brail  be  dripped  from  Ireland  for  Great  Britain,  they  Ihould  be  accompanied  with  fuch 
original  certificates  of  the  revenue  offices  of  the  faid  coloiries  as  Brail  be  required  by  the  law  on  im- 
portation into  Great  Britain  ; and  that  when  the  whole  quality  included  in  one  certificate  Brail  not 
be  Bripped  at  any  one  time,  the  original  certificate,  properly  indorfed  as  to  quantity,  Brould  be  fent 
with  the  firft  parcel  j to  identify  the  remainder,  if  Bripped  at  any  future  period,  new  certificates 
Brould  be  granted  by  the  principal  officers  of  tire  ports  in  Ireland,  extrafted  from  a regifter  of  the 
original  documents,  fpecifying  the  quantities  before  Bripped  from  thence,  by  what  veBels,  and  to 
what  ports. 

VIII.  That  it  is  efleirtial  for  carrying  into  eBe£l  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  all  goods  exported 
from  Ireland  to  the  BritiBr  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  in 'America,  or  to  the  Britiftr  fettle- 

ments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,”  Brould  from  time  to  time  be  made  liable  to  fuch  duties  and  draw- 
backs, and  put  under  fuch  regulations  as  may  be  neceflary,  in  order  that  tire  fame  may  not  be  ex- 
ported with  lefs  incunrbrance  of  duties  or  impofitions  Bran  the  like  goods  Brail  be  burthened  with 
when  exported  from  Great  Britain. 

IX.  That  it  is  efl’ential  to  tire  general  commercial  interefts  of  the  empire,  “ that  lb  long  as  the 
parliament  of  this  kingdom  Brail  think  it  advil'eable  that  the  commerce  to  the  countries  be3'ond 

“^the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Brail  be  carried  on  folely  by  an  exclufive  company,  having  liberty  to  im- 
“ port  into  the  port  of  London  only,  no  goods  of  the  grow'th,  produce,  or  nranufadlure  of  any 
“ countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope  Biould  be  importable  into  Ireland  from  any  foreign  country, 
“ .or  froirr  any  fettlement  in  the  Eaft  Indies  belonging  to  any  fuch  foreign  country  j and  that  no 
“ goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  nranirfafture  of  the  faid  countries  Brould  be  allowed  to  be  im- 
ported  into  Ireland  but  through  Great  Britain  j and,  it  lhall  be  lawful  to  export  fuch  goods  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufadture  of  any  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
“ Streights  of  Magellair  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland,  with  the  fame  duties  retained  thereon  as 
" are  now  retained  on  their  being  exported  to  that  kingdom  j but  that  an  account  Brail  be  kept  of 
the  duties  retained,  and  the  net  drawback  on  the  faid  goods  imported  to  Ireland  5 and  tliat  the 
VoL,  II,  ” amount 
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vigation  laws  the  Brltlfh  parliament  iliould  thereafter  find  it  neceffary  to 
ena6t  for  the  prefervation  of  her  marine,  the  fame  fiiould  be  palfed  by  the  le- 

' gifiatur^ 

# 

"■  amount  thereof  fhall  be  remitted  by  the  receiver  general  of  his  majefty’s  cuftoms  in  Great  Bri- 
“ tain  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland^  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  his  majefty’s 
revenue  there,  fubjed  to  the  difpofal  of  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  3 and  that  whenever  the 
“ commerce  to  the  faid  countries  fliall  ceafe  to  be  carried  on  by  an  cxclufive  company  in  the  goods 
of  the  produce  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  the 
goods  ftrould  be  importable  into  Ireland  from  countries  from  which  they  may  be  importable  to 
Great  Britain,  and  no  other  5 and  that  no  velTel  lliould  be  cleared  out  from  Ireland  for  any  part 
of  the  countries  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  but  fuch  as  fliall-be 
freighted  in  Ireland  by  the  faid  exclufrve  company,  and  fliall  have  failed  from  the  port  of  London  j 
and  that  the  fliips  going  from  Great  Britain  to  any  of  the  faid  countriefs  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  Ihould  not  be  reftrained  from  touching  at  any  of  the  ports  in  Ireland,  and  taking  on  board 
“ there  any  of  the  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadture  of  Great  Britain.” 

X.  Tliat  no  prohibition  fliould  exift  in  either  country,  againft  the  importation,  ufe,  orfale  of  any 
article,  the  growth,  or  manufadture  of  the  other  3 except  fuch  as  either  kingdom  may  judge  expe- 
dient, from  time  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifcuitS3  “ and  except  fuch  qualified 

prohibitions,  at  prefent  contained  in  any  adl  of  the  Britifli  or  Irifti  parliament  as  do  not  abfo- 
lutely  prevent  the  importation  of  goods  or  mauufadlures,  or  materials  of  manufadtures,  but  only 
regulate  the  weight,  the  fize,  the  packages,  or  other  particular  circumftances,  or  preferibe  the 
“ built  or  country,  and  dimenfions  of  the  fliips  importing  the  fame  3 and  alfo,  except  on  ammuiii- 
“ tion,  arms,  gunpowder,  and  other  utenfils  of  war,  importaWe  only  by  virtue  of  his  majefty’s  li- 
“ cenfe3”  and  that  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  every  fuch  article  (if  fubjedt  to  duty  in  either 
country)  fliould  be  precifely  tlie  fame  in  the  one  country  as  in  the  other,  except  where  an  addition 
may  be  neceffary  in  either  country,  in  confequence  of  an  internal  duty  on  any  fuch  article  of  its 
own  coiifuniption,  “ or  in  confequence  of  internal  bounties  in  the  country  where  Inch  article  is 
“ grown,  produced,  or  manufaftured,  and  except  fuch  duties  as  either  kingdom  may  judge  expe- 
“ dient,  from  time  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifeuits.” 

XI.  That  in  all  cafes  where  the  duties  on  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadlure  of  ei- 
ther country,  are  different  on  the  importation  into  the  other,  it  Is  expedient  that  they  fliould  be 
reduced,  in  the  kingdom  where  they  are  the  higheft,  to  an  “ amount  not  exceeding”  the  amoi^t 
" payable  in  the  other  5”  fo  that  the  fame  fliall  not  be  lefs  than  ten  and  a half  per  cent,  upon  “ any 
''  article,  which  was  charged  with  a duty,  on  importation  into  Ireland,  of  ten  and  a half  per  cent,  or 
''  upwards,  previous  to  the  17th  day  of  May,  1782  3”and  that  all  Inch  articles  fliould  be  exportable 
from  this  kingdom,  into  which  they  fhall  be  imported,  as  free  from  duty  as  the  fimilar  commodities 
or  home  manufadtures  of  the  fame  kingdom. 

XII.  That  it  is  alfo  proper,  that  in  all  cafes  where  the  articles  of  the  confumption  of  either  king- 
dom fhall  be  charged  with  an  internal  duty  on  the  manufacture,  the  faid  manufacture,  when  im- 
ported from  the  other,  may  be  charged  with  a farther  duty  on  importation,  adequate  to  countervail 
the  internal  duty  on  the  manufacture  " as  far  as  relates  to  the  duties  now  charged  thereon  3”  fuch 
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glllature  of  Ireland.  2dly.  Againft  the  importing  into  Ireland,  and  from 
thence  into  Great  Britain,  of  any  othei\Weft  India  merchandizes  than  fuch 

as 

farther  duty  to  continue  fo  long  otjly  as  the  internal  confumption  fliall  be  charged  with  the  duty  or 
duties  to  balance  which  it  fliall  be  impofed  ■,  and  that  where  there  is  a duty  on  the  importation  of 
the  raw  material  of  any  manufafture  in  one  kingdom,  greater  than  the  like  duty  on  raw  materials  in 
the  other,  fuch  manufadlure  may,  on  its  importation  " into  tire  other  kingdom,”  be  charged  with 
fuch  a countervailing  duty  as  may  be  fufficient  to  fubjeft  the  fame,  fo  imported,  to  “ burdens 
“ adequate  to  thole  which”  the  manufafture  compofed  of  the  like  raw  mtftrial  is  fubjeft  to,  in 
confequence  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  fuch  material  in  the  kingdom  into  which  fuch  mana- 
fadure  is  fo  imported  j and  the  faid  manufafture,  fo  imported,  fhall  be  entitled  to  fuch  drawbacks 
or  bounties  on  exportation,  as  may  leave  the  fame  fubjed  to  no  heavier  burden  than  the  home  made 
manufadure. 

XIII.  That,  in  order  to  give  permanency  to  the  fettlement  now  hitended  to  be  eftabliflied,  it  is 
necelTary,  that  no  new  or  additional  duties  fliould  be  hereafter  impofed  in  either  kingdom,  on  the 
importation  of  any  article  of  tlie  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  other,  except  fuch  ad- 

■ ditional  duties  as  may  be  requiflte  to  balance  the  duties  on  internal  confumption,  purfuant  to  the 
foregoing  refolution,  or  in  confequence  of  bounties  remaining  on  fuch  articles  when  exported  to 
tire  other  kingdom. 

XIV.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  is  necelTary,  farther,  that  no  prohibition,  or  new  additional 
duties,  fliall  be  hereafter  impofed  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  of  native 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  from  the  one  kingdom"  to  the  other,  except  fuch  as  either 
kingdom  may  deem  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifcuits. 

XV.  That"  foi-  the  fame  purpofe,  it  is  neceflary,  that  no  bounties  whatfoever  fliould  be  paid  or 
payable  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  to  the  other,  except  fuch  as  relate  to 
corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifcuits,  “ and  except  alfo  the  bounties  at  prefent  given  by  Great  Bri- 
“ tain,”  on  beer,  and  fpirits  diflilled  from  corn  ; and  fuch  as  are  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks  or 
compenfation  for  duties  paid,  and  that  no  bounty  Ihould  be  “ payable”  on  the  exportation  of  any 
article  to  any  Britifli  colonies  or  plantations,  “ or  to  the  Britifli  fettleraents  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,” 
or  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  imported  from  the  Britifli  plantations,  “ or  from  the  Britifli  fet- 
“ tlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  Britifli  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;”  or  any  manufacture 
made  of  fuch  article,  unlefs  in  cafes  where  a limilar  bounty  is  payable  in  Great  Britain,  on  expor- 
tation from  thence,  or  where  fuch  bounty  is  merely  in  the  nature  of  a drawback  or  compenfation 
of  or  for  duties  paid,  over  and  above  any  duties  paid  thereon  in  Britain  ; and  where  “ any  internal 

bounty  fliall  be  given  in  either  kingdorii,  on  any  goods  manufactured  therein,  and  fliall  remain 
“ on  fuch  goods  when  exported,  a countervailing  duty  adequate  thereto  may  be  laid  upon  the  im- 

portation  of  the  faid  goods  into  theotlier  kingdom.” 

XVI.  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Britifli  empire,  that  the  importation  of 
articles  from  foreign  “ countries”  fliould  be  regulated  from  time  to  time  in  each  kingdom  on  fuch 
terms  as  may  “ effectually  favor”  the  importation  of  limilar  articles  of  the  growth,  product,  or  ma- 
nufafture  of  the  other,  ” except  in  the  cafe  of  materials  of  manufadurcs,  which  are,  or  here- 

' a 2 ' after 


124 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


as  were  the  produce  of  our  own  colonies;  and  3dly.  That  Ireland  flioukl 
debar  itfelf  from  any  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  tire 
Streights  of  JMagellan,  fo  long  as  it  Ihouid  be  thought  neceffary  to  continue 
the  charter  of  the  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon  the  propofitions  as  they  Rood  with  thefe 
amendments  and  additions,  that  which  met  with  the  moR  vigorous  oppofition 
(independent  of  Rich  general  reafoning  as  went  againft  the  fyRcm  altogether) 
was  the  fourth,  in  which  Great  Britain,  it  was  contended,  aflumed  both  a pre- 
fentand  a futureipower  to  bind  Ireland  by  Rich  a(5ls,  as  Rie  Riould  pafs  relative 
to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  both  kingdoms.  This  was  Rated  to  be  a refump- 
tion  of  the  right  of  legiflating  for  Ireland,  which  this  country  had  renounced. 

“ after  may  be  allowed  to  be  imported  from  foreign  countries,  duty  free;  and  that  in  all  cafes  where 
any  articles  are  or  may  be  fubjedt  to  higher  duties  on  importation  into  this  kingdom,  from  the 
countries  belonging  to  any  of  the  States  of  North  America,  than  the  like  goods  are  or  may  be 
“ fubjeft  to  when  imported,  as  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  tlie  Brititli  colonies  and 
“ plantations,  or  as  the  produce  of  the  fiflieries  carried  on  by  Brititli  fubjefts,  fuch  articles  fliall 
“ be  fubjeft  to  the  fame  duties  on  importation  into  Ireland,  from  the  countries  belonging  to  any  of 
“ the  States  of  North  America,  as  the  fame  are  or  may  be  fubje6t  to  on  importation  from  the  faid 
" countries  into  this  kingdom.” 

“ That  it  is  expedient,  that  meafures  Hiould  be  taken  to  prevent  difputes  touching  the  exercife 
“ of  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  kingdom  to  fith  on  the  coaft  of  any  part  of  the  Britith 
dominions.” 

XVIII.  That  it  is  expedient,  that  “ fuch  privileges  of  printing  and  vending  books  as  are  or  may 
‘ be  legally  poflefled  within  Great  Britain  under  the  grant  of  the  crown  or  otherwife,  and”  the  copy- 
rights of  the  authors  and  bookfellers  of  Great  Britain,  Biould  continue  to  be  proteded  in  the  man- 
ner they  are  at  prefent,  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  ; and  that  it  is  juft  that  meafures  lliould  be 
taken  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland  for  giving  the  like  proteflion  to  the  copy-rights  of  the  authors 
and  bookfellers  of  that  kingdom. 

“ XIX.  That  it  is  expedient,  that  regulations  fhould  be  adopted  with  refpeft  to  patents  to  be 
" hereafter  granted  for  the  encouragement  of  new  inventions,  fo  that  the  rights,  privileges,  and  re- 
ftridions  thereon  granted  and  contained,  fliall  be  of  equal  duration  and  force  throughout  Great 
“ Britain  and  Ireland.” 

XX.  That  the  appropriation  of  whatever  fum  the  grofs  hereditary  revenue  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  (the  due  colleftion  thereof  being  fecured  by  permanent  provifions)  ihall  produce,  after 
deducting  all  drawbacks,  repayments,  or  bounties  granted  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks,  over  and 
above  the  fum  of  ft.x  hundred  and  fifty-fix  thoufand  pounds  in  each  year,  towards  the  fupport  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  empire,  to  be  applied  in  fuch  manner  as  the  parliament  of  Ireland  ftiall  direct, 
by  an  aft  to  be  pafled  for  that  purpofe,  will  be  a fatisfaftory  provifion,  proportioned  to  the  growing 
profperity  of  that  kingdom,  towards  defraying,  in  time  of  peace,  the  neceffary  expences  of  proteft- 
:ng  the  trade  and  genei  al  interefts  of  the  empire. 
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On  one  hand  it  was  argued,  againft  the  proportions,  that  the  houfe  ought 
to  congratulate  with  itfelf  upon  its  happy  efcape  from  the  fyftem  propofed  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  but  two  months  fmce ; all  oppolition  to 
which  was  then  treated  as  the  elfeft  of  faction  and  difappointment  If  the 
original  refolutions  had  palfed,  they  would  have  loft  for  ever  the  monopoly 
of  the  Eaft  India  trade ; they  muft  have  hazarded  all  the  revenue  arifing 
from  fpirituous  liquors  ; they  would  have  facrificed  the  whole  of  the  naviga- 
tion laws  of  this  country.  Had  thefe  refolutions  pafted  into  a law,  they 
would  have  riflced  the  lofs  of  the  colonial  market  for  the  manufaftures  of 
Great  Britain,  and  incurred  the  moft  extenfive  dano-er  to  the  colonies  them- 
felves;  they  would  have  left  it  in  the  power  of  Ireland  to  have  drawn  a re- 
venue from  our  confumption.  The  juft  alarm  of  the  minifter  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  navigation  laws,  fufticiently  appeared  from  the  extraordinary  nature 
of  the  remedy  he  had  thought  it  expedient  to  adopt,  which  was  no  other  than 
to  aflert  that,  notwithftanding  the  independence  of  Ireland,  llie  muft  ftill  in 
commercial  laws  and  external  legillation  be  governed  by  Britain.  That  the 
wild  fcheme  of  extravagant  fpeculation  comprized  in  the  refolutions,  did  not 
originate  with  the  Irilli  nation.  That  a ftranger  had  been  fent  thither  to 
offer  a noftrum  of  his  own  invention  for  the  relief  of  a difordered  ftate.  For 
the  irritation  and  ill  humour  exifting  in  that  country,  minifters  were  refpon- 
fiblc.  The  violences  which  they  committed  in  Ireland  merited  the  moft  de- 
cifive  and  general  reprobation.  Their  attacks  on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ; 
their  endeavours  to  prevent  legal  meetings,  for  the  purpofe  of  deliberating 
on  the  beft  means  of  reforming  the  national  reprefentation ; their  proceed- 
ings againft  men  by  fummary  attachment,  were  ineafures  Avhich  might  well 
be  fuppofed  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  That  now  im- 
prudent infult  was  to  be  compenfated  by  imprudent  conceflion.  But  let  the 
houfe  beware  of  a defign  fo  infidious  and  fo  ruinous  as  that  of  a commutation- 
of  Englifli  commerce  for  Irifli  flavery.  The  propofitions,  as  they  were  even 
now  modified,  Avere  far  too  complicated  and  extenfive  to  be  voted  by  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  that  houfe,  on  any  other  ground  than  that  of 
confidence  in  the  minifter  : and  furely  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had' 
fufticiently  demonftrated,  that  implicit  confidence  in  him  Avas  as  dangerous 
-as  it  Avas  abfurd  ; that  infallibility  Avas  no  more  his  prerogative,  than  that  of 
others. 

On  the  otlier  hand  it  Avas  argued  in  favor  of  the  fyftem,  that  it  Avas  a mea- 
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fare  of  abfolute  neceffity,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  difcontents,  which  pre- 
vailed to  fo  alarming  a degree  in  the  lifter  kingdom.  That  if  the  prefent  pro- 
pofitions  were  not  palfed  into  a law,  all  that  had  already  been  tlone  in  favor 
of  Ii-eland  would  prove  nugatory,  as  it  was  clearly  inadequate  to  the  expebla- 
tions  of  that  country. 

That  with  refpe6t  to  the  fourth  propofition,  it  was  a condition,  which  the 
fafety  of  our  own  navigation  laws  made  it  necelfary  to  annex  to  the  boon 
granted  to  Ireland.  That  it  was  unfair  to  infer  from  thence,  that  the  Britiili 
legillatLire  had  any  views  of  trenching  on  the  independence  of  Ireland,  fmce 
it  left  to  that  kingdom  the  option  of  taking,  or  refufmg  the  advantages  holdeai 
out  to  her,  fubjecl  to  fuch  a condition.  That  the  condition  itfelf  Avas  fuch  as 
had  frequently  been  adopted  in  the  negotiations  of  independent  ftates;  as  in 
the  late  treaty  betwixt  this  kingdom  and  France,  Avhen  the  latter  bound  herfelf 
to  publilh  certain  edidls,  as  foon  as  other  a6ts  ftipulated  on  our  part,  were  made 
known  to  that  country. 

With  rcfpecl  to  the  difadvantages,  which  it  had  been  fuppofed  our  manufac- 
turers would  have  to  encounter  from  the  comparative  fmall  price  of  labour  in 
Ireland,  it  was  faid,  fuch  a fuppofition  arofe  from  a mifcoiiception  of  fafts. 
That  the  Avages  of  artizans  and  manufafturers,  although  not  of  common  la- 
bourers, were  higher  there  than  in  this  country,  and  therefore  there  Avas  little 
likelihood  of  their  being  able  to  underfell  us  on  that  ground.  Nor  could  our 
commerce  be  in  any  danger  from  the  reafons,  Avhich  had  been  alledged,  fmce 
the  provifions  and  reftrictions  contained  in  the  propofitions,  Avere  fufificient  as 
Avell  to  prevent  any  clandeftine  importation  of  foreign  goods  into  Ireland,  as 
to  infure  the  duties  payable  on  all  fuch  as  might  be  legally  imported. 

The  great  conteft  upon  thefe  propofitions,  Avas  on  the  i2th  of  May,  Avhen 
the  houfe,  at  eig’ht  o’clock  in  the  morning,  divided,  1 25  for  the  quefiion  of 
adjournment,  and  249  againft  it.*  Notwithftanding  this  triumph  of  the  mi- 

niftcr, 


* It  is  impoffible,  and  perhaps  unneceflary,  for  any  hiftorical  purpofe,  to  follow  tlie  different 
fpeakers  through  the  long,  animated,  and  often  inftrudtive  debates  and  converfations  upon  thefe 
propofitions.  In  one  of  them  (on  the  19th  of  May,  l 8 Pari.  Debates,  p.  333)  Mr.  Burke,  after  a 
moft grateful  apoftrophe  to  this  country  for  the  fignal  favors  and  honors  heaped  upon  him,  gave  this  juft 
and  beautiful  piifure  of  the  relative  fuperiority  of  this  over  his  own  country . — “ To  confult  the  in- 
“ terefts  of  England  and  Ireland,  to  unite  and  confolidate  them  into  one,  was  a talk  he  would  un- 
“ dertakc,  as  that  by  which  he  could  beft  difeharge  the  duties  he  owed  to  botli.  To  Ireland,  inde- 

pendence 
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nifter,  Mr.  Pelham  again  divided  the  houfe,  but  with  the  like  effe^l,  on  an 
amendment,  feconded  by  Lord  Surrey,  for  infertiug  after  the  words  cowwze/'ch// 

adxan- 

\ 

pendencie  of  legiflatnre  had  been  given  ; flie  was  now  a co-ordinate,  though  lefs  powerful  ftate  5 
" but  pre-eminence  and  dignity  were  due  to  England;  it  was  flie  alone  that  muft  bear  the  weight 
and  burden  of  the  empire  ; the  alone  muft  pour  out  the  ocean  of  wealth  neceftary  for  the.  defence 
of  it : Ireland,  and  other  parts,  might  empty  their  little  urns  to  fwell  the  tide  ; they  might  wield 
their  little  puny  tridents  ; but  the  great  trident  that  was  to  move  the  world,  muft  be  grafped  by 
England  alone,  and  dearly  it  coft  her  to  hold  it.  Independence  of  legiftature  had  been  granted 
“ to  Ireland  ; but  no  other  independence  could  Great  Britain  give  her,  without  reverfing  the  order 
and.decreeof  nature  : Ireland  could  not  be  feparated  from  England  ; flie  could  notexift  without 
**  her ; the  muft  ever  remain  under  the  proteftion  of  England,  her  guardian  angel.” 

On  the  fame  occafion  Mr.  Fox  gave  the  following  hiftorical  account  of  thefe  propofitions,  ~( 1 8 
Pari.  Debates,  p.  296) — In  the  adminiftration  of  which  I made  a part,  their  legiftature  was  de- 
dared  to  be  independent;  and  in  addreffes  from  both  houfes  of  parliament,  they  profefled  them- 
felves  fo  entirely  content,  as  not  to  coulider  it  poffible  that  any  fubfequent  queftion  of  political 
''  divifion  could  arife  between  the  two  kingdoms.  Yet,  in  the  very  next  fellion,  they  gave  indica- 
tions  of  new  diftatisfadion,  and  farther  conceffions  were  made.  How  are  we  then  to  argue  from 
“ thefe  fadls  ? One  would  imagine,  that  the  moft  eftedual  and  fatisfadory  method  of  quieting  the 
“ apprehenfions,  or  relieving  the  exigencies  of  a diftrefled  country,  would  be  that  of  appealing  to 
" their  own  teftimony  for  a knowledge  of  their  circumftances  ; to  colled  information  from  them- 
felves ; to  delire  them  to  fiate,  in  their  own  perfons,  the  meafure  of  their  calamities,  and  the 
“ beft  expedients  for  the  relief  of  them.  Tliis  was  precifely  the  way  purfued  heretofore.  The  con- 
ceflions  were  granted  on  the  declarations  of  the  beft  informed  men  in  the  land;  men,  the  beft 
“ qualified  to  know  the  ftate,  the  wants,  and  the  expedations  of  the  kingdom  ; Mr.  Huftey  Burgh 
“ and  Mr.  Grattan  ; names  which  no  man  could  mention  but  with  the  lincereft  and  moft  cordial 
" refped,  were  the  authorities  on  which  England  proceeded,  and  on  which  ftie  relied.  But  this, 
“■  it  feems,  however  fpeeious  and  natural,  w»as  not  the  proper  method  of  afeertaining  the  wants, 
or  wiflies  of  another  kingdom.  The  true  and  only  means  of  finally  concluding  all  difputes  with 
Ireland,  is  to  fend  a firanger  there,  and  order  him  fo  addrefs  himfelf  to  tlieir  fenate  in  fuch 
language  as  this  : — ‘ Hear  me,  ye  men  of  ignorance  and  credulity!  you  know  nothing  of  what 
‘ you  want,  what  you  with,  or  what  would  be  good  for  you  : truft  yourfelves  to  me,  1 am  perfed 
‘ mafter  of  all  your  infirmities;  here  is  the  fpecinc  that  w'ill  cure  you,  the  infallible  noftrum  for  all 
‘ ailments.’  It  feems  that  this  is  the  only  conciliatory  expedient  for  adminiftering  to  the  relief  of  a 
“■  difordered  ftate,  not  to  fuffer  the  inhabitants  to  fpeak,  but  to  fend  a man  amongft  them  ignorant 
“ at  once  of  their  exigencies,  their  grievances,  and  their  policy,  to  propofe  wild  fchemes  of 
extravagant  fpeculation,  and  preferibe  for  the  diforder  without  the  painful  tedioufnefs  of 
trying  to  underftand  it.  In  compliance  with  this  new  idea,  Mr.  Orde,  an  Englilh  gentleman, 
” the  fecretaiy  to  an  Englilh  nobleman,  the  lord-lieutenant  for  the  time,  rifes  up  and  propofes  a 
“ fet  of  refolutions,  which  he  pledges  himfelf  to  carry  into  complete  execution.  Thefe  refolutions 
are  brought  to  England,  and  after  twm  months  difeuflion,  are  completely  and  fundamentally  al- 
tered.  Upon  thefe  refolutions  the  right  honorable  gentleman  thinks  himfelf  w'arranted  to  fay  that 
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advantagca  in  the  feconcl  refolution,  the  words,  “ as  far  as  may  be  conjijlent 
‘‘  with  the  ejjential  intereji  of  the  maniifa^urers,  revenue^  commerce,  and.na- 
“ nigation  of  Great  Britain.” 

The  propofitions,  after  having  been  agitated  upwards  of  three  months,  with 
unufual  warmth  on  both  fides,  and  after  having  received  a variety  of  amend- 
ments and  alterations,  finally  pafled  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  by  a large  majo- 
rity, on  the  30th  of  May,  on  which  day  they  were  carried  up  to  the  lords. 
Here  again  they  became  the  fubje6t  of  much  laborious  inveftigation,  and  were 
flrongly  contefted,  and  received  fome  amendments,  though  none  of  a material 
nature.  Lord  Stormont,  (afterwards  Earl  of  Mansfield),  and  Lord  Lough- 
borough, (now  Earl  of  Rofelyn),  were  the  moft  forward  on  the  part  of  op- 
pofition.  Lord  Camden  fpoke  very  flrongly  in  favoui*  of  the  meafure,  as 
appearing  to  him,  after  the  moft  comprehenfive  view  of  the  matter,  falutary 
and  political,  and  which  would  be  produ6live  of  many  valuable  benefits  to  the 
empire  at  large.  His  lordHrip  fpoke  ftrongly  in  fupport  of  the  prote6ling 
fuperiority  of  Great  Britain,  which  muft  ever  neceffarily  attend  her  fituation 
in  relation  to  Ireland.  In  the  courfe  of  the  bufinefs.  Lord  Shelburne,  who  had 
been  recently  created  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  though  ultimately  for  the  propo- 
fitions, faid,  he  would  not  permit  any  party  bias  or  political  connexion  to  mif- 
lead  his  judgment:  he  entered  into  a mafterly  view  of  the  whole  fubjedl,  in  his 
ufual  manner  of  treating  every  great  political  queftion.  He  differed  from 
thofe,  who  had  preceded  him  in  their  oppofition  to  the  meafure ; for  if  one- 
tenth  of  their  allegations  were  founded  in  truth.  Great  Britain  fiiould  not  only 
fiirink  from  the  arrangement,  but  Ireland  fhould  tremble  at  the  acceptance. 
It  had  been  brought  to  a mathematical  certainty,  that  whatever  benefits  Ire- 
land received  from  this  country,  fo  deeply  was  flie  drawn  into  the  vortex  of 
our  good  or  evil,  the  fhare  flie  took  in  our  fubfequent  misfortunes,  was  more 
than  fufficient  to  counterbalance  the  precedent  advantages;  and  he  witnefied 
the  iniferies  fhe  was  ftill  fuffering  from  the  calamities  of  the  American  war. 

With  refpe6l  to  the  arrangement  before  the  houfe,  he  faid  he  fiiould  n.ot 
enter  into  any  difcuffion  of  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  as  that  care  more  properly 

“ the  fyftem  will  be  final.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  faid,  he  muft  have  a fund  of  credulity 
“ who  believed  all  the  evidence  which  the  manufacturers  had  given  at  the  bar.  In  like  manner,  I 

fay,  that  he  muft  have  a fund  of  credulity  indeed,  who  can  believe  on  fuch  premifes,  that  the 
" Irifli  will  be  content  with  this  fygem,  or  that  tlie  general  interefts  of  both  countries  can  be  pro- 

moted  by  its  eftablithraent."’ 

belonged 
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belonged  to  her  OAvn  parliament.  He  would  give  every  indulgence  to  minif- 
ters,  who,  ifjthey  were  not  infatuated,  would  give  that  attention  to  it,  which 
a bufinefs  of  fo  much  importance  demanded.  No  man  refpe6led  the  manu- 
fa6lurers  more  than  he  did;  they  were  fenfible,  enlightened,  clear  headed,  and 
provident.  No  men  were  better  informed  on  all  the  fubje6ls,  with  which 
their  trade  was  connected,  than  that  body;  and  minifters  miift  always  find  it 
their  intereft  to  confult  with  them,  and  to  take  their  advice.  But  the  manu- 
fafturers  Avere  men  vdth  prejudices,  fubje6l  to  err,  particularly  where  they 
were  blinded  by  perfonal  intereft. 

The  Chamber  of  Manufacturers  he  confidered  as  an  inftitution,  which 
might  be  productive  of  much  good,  and  give  a partial  affiftance  to  minifters  : 
though  he  coiifcflcd  he  was  an  enemy  to  people  affembling,  and  giving  to 
themfelves  Avhat  names  they  pleafcd;  publilliing  manifeftoes,  edicts,  and  he 
knew  not  Avhat  to  call  their  papers.  Some  noble  lords  feemed  to  apprehend, 
that  Ireland  having  an  unlimited  trade,  would  foon  be  able  to  beat  England 
out  of  the  foreign  markets  ; but  a country  without  a capital  could  not  be  a 
rival,  and  capital  was  required  to  carry  on  both  the  carrying  trade  and  the 
depot  trade.  It  had  been  faid,  a ftipulation  to  receive  Irifli  linens  duty  free 
for  ever,  and  continue  the  duties  on  foreign  linens,  might  be  attended  with 
bad  confequenccs  in  a future  negotiation  with  fome  foreign  powers;  but  he 
would  never  believe,  that  any  foreign  power  Avould  aft  fo  improperly,  or  fo 
indecently,  as  to  take  offence  at  privileges  beftowed  on  fellow-fubjefts  of  one 
common  fovercign.  He  laughed  to  fcorn  all  fuch  impotent  menaces  or  ap- 
prehenfions:  there  was  not  a power  in  Europe  Avhom  a look  from  this  country 
Avould  not  deter,  or  fuddenly  bring  back  from  any  refolution  that  they  might 
hallily  give  into  from  pique.  The  material  diflinftion  between  this  country 
and  the  powers  on  the  continent,  Avas : they  all  muft  facrifice  their  commercial 
to  their  political  interefts ; Avhereas,  fuch  Avcre  the  peculiar  circumftances,  and 
fuch  the  good  fortune  of  England,  that  fhe  could  at  all  times  make  her  poli- 
tical yield  to  her  commercial  interefts.  The  objeftion  that  Avas  made  to  the 
fyftcm  on  account  of  its  finality,  Avas  Avith  him  its  praife : the  fundamental 
principles  he  hoped  Avould  be  eftabliflied  on  the  moft  permanent  footing:  but 
thefe  did  not  comprehend  the  detail  of  the  fyftem.  Let  the  tAVO  nations  un- 
derftand  one  another  in  the  firft  place ; let  them  fairly  meet  on  fundamental 
principles;  and  having  acquired  mutual  confidence  in  each  other  by  the 
faithful  fettlement  of  the  foundation,  all  the  fuhfequent  confiderations  might 
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be  eafily  and  gradually  difcuffed  and  determined : tlien  thefe  countervailing 
duties,  which  all  hides  acknowledged  to  be  of  difficult  adjuffinent,  but  which 
nobody  Avould  affert  to  be  iinpraaicablc,  might  be  regularly  fettled  at, the 
difcretion  of  the  two  parliaments;  and  they  might  always  be  adjufted  to  the 
circumftanccs  of  the  times,  and  be  changed  a?  occafionsand  neceflities  might 
require. 

When  noble  lords  objeaed  to  the  fyftem's  being  final,  becaufe  it  might  pre- 
vent an  union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  did  they  for  a moment  confider  the 
praaicability  of  an  union  ? There  were  fevcral  circumftances,  that  diftin^ 
guilhed  the  cafes  of  union  with  Ireland  from  that  of  Scotland.  He  mentioned 
fome  few,  but  there  were  many  obftacles,  udnch  lay  in  the  way  of  an  union. 
Before  an  union  was  talked  of,  minffiers  thould  know  the  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland.  High  minded  and  jealous  of  their  liberties,  minifters  muft  firft 
learn  whether  the  Iriffi  nation  v ould  confent  to  give  up  their  diftina  empire, 
their  parliament,  and  all  the  honours,  which  belonged  to  their  own  royalty  and 
Rate.  Apprehenfions  had  been  conceived,  that  the  three  thoufand  men,  that 
Ireland  lent  annually  to  England,  and  paid  out  of  her  own  exchequer,  might 
be  recalled  and  dilbanded  ; it  fliould  rather  be  refledted  with  fatisfaaion,  that 
inftead  of  three  thoufand,  Ireland  might  now,  whenever  the  exigencies  of 
England  fliould  require  it,  fend  out  her  whole  military  eftablilhment,  being 
lierfdf  fecure  from  hoftile  invafion,  through  the  numbers,  difcipline,  and  fpi- 
rit  of  her  volunteer  army  : Ireland  was  in  little  danger  of  becoming  an  objedl 
of  adefcent  in  any  future  war;  for  lliehad  convinced  all  Europe,  that  flie  was 
able,  with  her  volunteer  forces  only,  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  moft  powerful 
nation  in  Europe.  No  people  in  the  world  had  a more  animated  generofity, 
or  effufion  of  heart,  than  Ireland;  this  had  ever  been  their  national  charac- 
ter and  their  pride;  nothing  would  be  loft  by  trufting  to  it;  and  if  Ireland 
had  ever  done  wrong,  it  had  been  for  the  v ant  of  a good  leading,  or  by  the 
mifleading  of  England.  Here  alone  had  been  the  grievance,  and  not  with 
the  generous  Irifli. 

To  let  things  remain  as  they  were,  would,  of  all  expedients,  be  the  moft 
dangeiAus.  We  had  raifed  the  hopes  of  the  Irifli  nation ; they  Avere  on  the 
rack  of  expe61ation  ; and  they  had  minds  too  fanguine  to  remain  long  on  the 
Ilretch,  and  relax  ungratified  into  patience  and  fubmiffion.  Something  muft; 
be  done‘refpe6ting  the  general  queftion  of  an  adjuftment,  and  the  corner  ftone 
of  connexion  be  laid  in  that  moment.  That  in  the  interval  of  a fummer  vaca- 
tion, 
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tion,  many  events  and  ftorms  might  happen  to  wafh  it  away,  if  it  were  not  fo- 
lidly  and  deeply  laid;  and  that  if  there  were  not  now  a beginning,  it  might  be 
doubtful,  when  we  might  ever  again  have  a chance  to  fee  the  beginning  take 
place.  While  peace  laded,  we  fhould  avail  ourfelves  of  the  opportunity,  and 
form  a plan  while  in  a date  of  quiet,  which  might  grow  habitual  before  we 
came  again  into  a date  of  trouble  and  diftrefs. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  obferved,  that  he  had  heard  it  ar- 
gued, that  the  adjuftment  then  going  forward,  was  necedary,  on  the  authority 
’ of  a refolution,  that  had  paded  that  houfe  in  the  year  1 782,  which  laid  it  down, 
that  a permanent  ground  of  connexion  ought  to  beedablidied  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  : that  refolution,  he  contended,  did  not  extend  to,  or 
comprehend  any  idea  whatfoever  of  a commercial  nature,  but  was  folely  con- 
fined to  political  obje6ls,  and  that  opinion  he  would  by  no  means  relinquifii, 
unlefs  the  minider,  who  had  brought  it  forward,  were  ready  to  ftand  up  and 
declare,  that  Jiis  object  in  propofing  it,  was  one  that  related  to  commerce. 
That  necedity  had  alfo  been  attempted  to  be  prov'ed,  from  the  riots  and  dif- 
contents  among  the  manufafturers  of  Dublin  ; but  that  he  by  no  means  ad- 
mitted as  a fufficient  reafon  for  the  concedions  granted  by  the  prefent  ar- 
rangement, looking  upon  it  as  he  did,  to  proceed  from  that  licentioufnefs, 
Avith  w'hich  Captain  Brooke  had  defcribed  thofe  perfons  to  be  infected.  The 
demands,  which  that  mob  had  made,  were  for  prote6ting  duties,  Avhich  their 
parliament  had  very  Avifely,  and  he  Avas  forry  to  fay,  Avith  more  fortitude  than 
had  been  fiiewn  b}-  the  minider  of  England,  refilled  to  gratify  them  Avith, 
knoAving  that  fuch  a meafure  Avas  by  no  means  necedary.  Since  then  thefe 
clamours  of  a mob  had  been  received  as  didates  by  a Britifli  minider ; why 
did  he  exceed  them  in  his  acquiefcence?  and  Avhy  did  he,  in  compliance  Avith 
a demand  of  proteding  duties,  introduce  a fyftem,  that  overturned  the  Avhole 
policy  of  the  navigation  and  trade  of  Great  Britain  ? for  he  Avould  again  repeat 
Avhat  he  had  faid  before,  that  the  uni\'erfality  of  the  plan  then  propofcd,  Avas 
a proof  of  the  indifcriminating  weaknefs  of  thofe,  from  Avhom  it  originated; 
who,  in  defpair  of  difcoA’ering  the  proper  objeds,  Avhich  the  arrangement  ought 
to  embrace,  had  Avidely  and  Avantonly  extended  it  to  all.  But  other  reafons 
befides  the  Ai’ant  of  proteding  duties,  might  be  alfigned  for  the  prevalent  dif- 
contents  in  Ireland,  (reafons  by  no  means  conneded  aa  ith  commerce,  but 
Avholly  relating  to  conftitutional  confiderations,) -Avhich  Avere  the  violent  and 
oppreflive  meafures  purfued  in  that  country  by  attachment,  to  refirain  public 
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meetings  of  tlie  people  for  the  purpofe  of  deliberating  on  great  national  quef- 
tions,  a thing-  which  they  were  indifputably  entitled  to  do,  efpecially  at  the 
very  time  that  a circular  letter  Aras  fent  about  this  kingdom  under  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  miiiifter,  and  figned  by  a gentleman  of  fome  confideration,  (the 
Rev.  Mr.  WyviU)  inviting  the  people  to  conventions  and  alfociations  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  and  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  thofc,  which  were  the  objedls  of 
fuch  intemperate  perfecution  in  Ireland. 

Lord  Townfend,  whofe  government  of  Ireland  for  nearly  five  years,  fuper- 
eminently  qualified  him  to  fpeak  favorably  of  that  country,  on  this  occafion 
fupported  ultimately  the  propofitions,  though  he  interlarded  his  fpeech  with 
fome  home  truths,  eminently  illuftrative  of  the  critical  fituation  of  that  coun- 
try, under  the  then  exifting  circumftances.  When  he  returned  from  his 
majefty’s  government  in  that  kingdom  in  177“^,  he  had  the  honour  to  tell 
their  lordlhips  in  that  houfe,  that  if  they  did  not  bring  that  unfortunate  con- 
teft  with  America  to  a fiiort  iffue,  there  was  another  part  of  the  empire,  which 
had  long  laboured  under  our  burdens  and  wars,  which  would  expedl  from  our 
juftice  at  leaft,  as  much  indulgence  as  others  might  acquire  by  their  revolt. 
He  remembered  he  was  deemed  what  was  called  a croaker,  nay  worfe,  a 
croaker  of  treafon;  but  the  views,  interefts  and  pafiions  of  mankind,  were 
generally  the  fame;  and  when  neither  fenators  nor  niinifters  would  make 
them  a part  of  their  calculations,  but  endeavour  to  quadrate  what  they 
wanted  by  what  they  wifiied,  they  would  ever  find  themfelves  the  dupes  of 
their  own  calculation.  He  willied  that  many  of  their  lordlhips  had  deigned 
to  have  vifited  the  remote  provinces  of  our  filter  kingdom ; there  they  would 
have  feen  a hardy,  innocent,  oppreffed  race  of  men,  in  a rich  foil,  furroundedby 
numberlefs  flocks  and  herds,  yet  unclothed,  unfed,  and  moftly  unhoufed, 
owing  to  our  reftridtions  upon  their  ijnports  and  exports,  yet  contributing 
their  perfons  and  their  labours  to  the  fiipport  of  the  empire;  Avmidd  their 
lordlhips  with  to  continue  fo  large  a part  of  their  fellow-fubje6ts  in  that  ftate 
of  fubordination  and  mifery?  The  fa^:t  was,  that  our  manufacturers  had  in- 
formed Ireland  of  more  than  llie  knew  before  ; that  if  we  did  not  grant  them 
a fair  participation  of  onr  commerce,  they  Avould  have  it  without  it.  If  any 
one  were  wild  enough  to  think  Ave  could  coerce  them,  he  neither  kncAA^the  geo- 
graphical fituation  of  Ireland,  nor  the  chara6ler  of  its  inhabitants.  His  lord- 
Ihip  Avdflied  to  fay  no  more  on  this  fubjedt,  than  that  an  opulent  and  luxurious 
country,  like  an  individual  of  the  fame  charadter,  might  lofe  much  by  fuch  a 

conflidt, 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


133 


confliel;  a poor  country,  like  a poor  individual,  efpecially  if  robuft  and  defpe- 
rate,  would  fuffer  lefs,  pci  haps  could  fcarcely  be  worfe  than  they  were.  It  had 
been  urged  by  many,  what  neceflity  was  there  for  fuch  a meafure  at  that  time  ? 
The  parliament  of  Ireland  faid,  they  had  exprefl'ed  twice  the  warmeft  fatisfaftion 
and  perfect  contentment  at  liia  majefiy's  gracious  indulgences  to  that  kingdom; 
that  the  volunteers  were  dwindling,  and  that  the  force  of  government  was 
never  ftronger  there,  or  had  ever  been  more  exerted  to  the  fuppreffron  of 
rebellion  and  tumults  than  at  that  period.  He  muft,  he  declared,  ever  honour 
the  national  Ipirit  of  the  volunteers  of  that  kingdom,  in  fprte  of  all  the  dif- 
countenance,  difcouragements,  and  expedients,  with  which  government  at- 
tempted to  deprefs  them.  They  had  given  an  illuftrious  example  of  what  a 
brave  and  animated  people  could  effe6l  in  their  own  defence.  Yet  he  did 
not  carry  his  admiration  lb  far  as  to  approve  their  aflembling  under  the  nofe 
of  parliament,  to  prefcribe,  refonn,  and  dictate  to  their  reprefen tatives ; there 
was  much  palliation  to  be  pleaded  in  behalf  of  our  impalTioned  neighbours, 
efpecially  when  they  recollected,  what  a quantity  of  political  combuftibles 
had  been  exported  into  that  kingdom  from  this,  and  even  the  molt  chimeri 
cal  propofitions  recommended,  however  unfitting  her  peculiar  fituation  ; on 
the  contrary,  had  the  fame  conftitutional  regulations  been  imparted  to  her  at 
that  period,  which  we  had  adopted  and  enjoyed  in  this  kingdom,  thole  for- 
midable volunteers  had  perhaps  never  exilted ; but  it  feemed  we  were  as 
jealous  of  our  conftitutional  fuperiority  as  our  commercial,  and  confequently 
had  furrendered  with  relu6lance  what  we  Ihould  have  granted  with  cordiality. 
The  alterations,  which  had  been  made  in  the  firft  propofitions  to  Ireland,  were 
certainly  very  conficlerable,  and  plainly  proved  the  defects  of  the  original 
plan ; imperfect  and  perilous  it  certainly  was,  and  had  it  palled,  might  have 
jnoduced  greater  evils  than,  he  v'as  perfuaded,  it  was  calculated  to  prevent. 
Much  reproach  had  been  laid  at  the  minifter's  door  for  the  alterations  he  had 
made  or  admitted  ; in  this  his  lordlliip  rather  thought  him  commendable  in 
reforming  his  own  errors,  or  of  thofc  who  might  have  milled  him,  and  for 
adopting  better  materials  from  his  advcrfaries.  Mdiat  would  not  have  been 
urged,  and  with  juftice,  had  he  aCled  otherwife  ? Had  he  perfifted  in  errors, 
and  perfevered  in  meafures  repugnant  to  his  profclfed  views  and  the  interefl 
of  both  countries,  becaufe  they  were  his  own — Had  he  maintained  his  own 
infallibility  in  fpite  of  his  conviction,  and  facriliced  the  peace  and  Avelfare  of 
both  kingdoms  to  liis  own  perfonal  importance.  He  faid,  he  fcarcely  knew 
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how  to  avoid  mentioning,  nor  how  to  defcribe  to  its  full  extent,  her  fituation 
for  trade,  the  advantages  of  her  fouthern  ports,  her  command  of  St.  George’s 
Channel,  the  fupplies  of  her  failors,  and  provifions  in  time  of  v^ar,  her  con- 
fumption  of  our  manufactures  and  imports  in  time  of  peace,  the  manhood, 
intrepidit}^  and  perfeverance  of  her  inhabitants,  aids  which  a voluptuous  em- 
pire always  required,  and  could  not  exift  without.  There  were  thofe  he 
knew,  who  counted  much  upon  her  proximity  and  her  divifions.  She  was 
too  near,  not  to  be  moft  dear  to  us,  and  their  lordfliips  might  believe,  not  fo 
mutable,  upon  national  points  as  ourfelves.  He  fpoke  not  to  intimidate,  but 
to  inform.  All  he  hoped  moft  ardently  was,  that  we  might  give  enough  to 
engage  the  affections  and  cordiality  of  our  fifter  kingdom  ; not  to  attempt  a 
bargain  parfimonious  and  equivocal.  He  knew  the  generous  and  manly  ien- 
timents  of  that  country  were  fuch,  as  would  engage  them  to  make  a com- 
mon caufe,  and  admit  of  no  future  diftinftions.  If  he  had  expreffed  any 
degree  of  preference  for  Ireland,  he  begged  their  lordlhips  would  impute  it  to 
the  veneration  he  %ore  it,  and  the  obligation  he  owed  for  their  partiality  to 
his  failings  ; he  was  naturally,  he  hoped,  the  advocate  of  the  oppreffed  and 
meritorious ; .he  knew  the  Iritli  to  be  generous  and  unteinporifmg  friends, 
and  who  difdained  to  be  behind  hand  in  reciprocity.  On  the  19th  of  July 
1785,  after  a long  debate  a divifion  took*  place  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  when 
there  Asere  84  for  the  refolutions,  and  30  againft  them. 

On  the  fame  day  the  refolutions  Avere  fent  from  the  Lords  to  the  Commons, 
A'/here,  after  a A ery  Arann  debate,  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords  Av^re 
agreed  to:  aftenvards  IMr.  Pitt  brought  in  a billf  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
founded  upon  them,  Avhich  Avas  read  a firft  time  on  the  2d  of  Auguft : and 
was  folloAVcd  up  by  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  voted  by  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament, Avherein  they  acquainted  him  Avith  Arhat  they  had  done,  and  that  it 
remained  for  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  judge  and  decide  thereupon.  On 

* The  following  proteft  was  eiitered  on  the  Journals  “ Dilfcntient,  becaufe  we  conceive  the  plan 
• contained  in  the  report,  as  well  from  the  manner,  in  which  it  has  been  introduced  and  conduced, 
as  from  the  matter  which  it  contains,  to  be  likely  to  create  and  promote  jealoufy  and  dilfatisfaftion 
tiiroughout  the  kingdom. 

Derby  Plymouth  Scarborough 

Wentworth  Fitzwilliam  Northington  Keppel. 

■\  In  order  to  giv'e  the  reader  full  information  upon  this  important  part  of  the  modern  hiftory  of 
■Ireland,  the  debate  on  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  is  given  in  the  Appendix  No.  LXXV,  together  with  the  ad- 
tlrefs  to  the  king,  and  his  majefly’s  anfwcr. 
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the  12th  of  Auguft  Mr.  Secretary  Orde  moved  the  houfe  for  leave  to  bring’ 
in  a bill,  which  was  a mere  tranfeript  of  that  moved  by  the  Englilli  minifter. 
The  debates  on  this  occafion,  and  more  efpecially  on  the  fide  of  oppofition, 
were  long  and  animated.  Whatever  had  the  lealt  appearance  of  infringing 
on  the  legillative  independency  of  Ireland,  v as  marked  and  ftigmatized  in 
terms  of  the  utinoll  indignation  and  contempt.  The  perpetual  difpofition  of 
her  hereditary  revenue  by  the  laft  propohtion,  the  furrender  of  her  commer- 
cial legiflation  by  the  fourrli,  the  reftraint  impofed  on  her  from  trading 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  Streights  of  Magellan  by  the  ninth, 
were  put  in  every  point  of  view,  in  which  reafon  and  elocpience  could  render 
them  impreffive  and  convincing.  On  this  fide  of  the  queftion,  Mr,  Grattan  *' 
and  IMr.  Flood  were  not  only  fupported  by  the  regular  body  of  oppofition, 
which  amounted  to  more  than  threefcore,  but  were  alfo  joined  by  all  from 
the  treafury  bench,  who  fet  up  any  pretenfion  to  independence. 

In  favor  of  the  bill  it  was  urged  by  Mr,  Fitzgibbon,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  and 
Mr.  Fofter,  that  the  fourth  propohtion,  which  had  excited  fo  much  jealoufy 
and  alarm,  could  not  on  any  fair  conllmdlion  be  faid  to  take  from  Ireland 
her  right  of  commercial  legiflation,  any  more  than  the  a6ls  paffed  in  1779 
and  1782  had  done  before;  in  thofe  Ireland  had  ftipulated  to  trade  with  the 
Britifli  Colonies  and  fettlementsun  fuch  manner  as  Great  Britain  herfelf  traded, 
to  impofe  the  like  duties,  and  to  adopt  the  fame  reftriftions  and  regulations. 
That  in  the  bill  before  them,  it  was  propofed  to  trade  with  Great  Britain  on 
the  fame  principle ; the  liberty  of  either  complying  with  the  conditions,  or 
renouncing  the  agreement  in  toto,  M’henever  the  conditions  fliould  become 
obnoxious  and  unfatisfadtory,  would  be  left  by  the  prefent  bill  full  as  much- 
in  the  power  of  the  Irilh  parliament,  as  it  was  by  either  of  the  foregoing 
adls.  The  difference  only  was,  that  by  the  former  adts  Ireland  had  fub- 
feribed  to  the  commercial  laws,  which  had  been  adopted  by  Great  Britain 
for  290  years  back ; by  the  prefent,  to  fuch  as  that  counti}’^  fliould  bind  itfelf 
to  in  future;  but  that  it  would  be  ftill  in  the  power  of  the  Irifli  parliament  to 
renounce  thefe  laAvs,  and  the  Avhole  agreement  together,  whenever  flie 
thought  proper.  On  the  other  hand,  the  commercial  advantages  offered  to  • 
Ireland  by  the  bill  were  Hated  to  be  very  important;  the  linen  trade  was 
thereby  fecured  to  her  for-,  ever,  the  colony  trade  through  Ireland  to  G rcat 

t The  fpeecli  of  Mr,  Grattan  is  given  in  the  Appendix  No.  LXXVI.  not  only  as  comprehending 
all  that  could  be  faid  upon  this  fubjeft^  but  as  a fpeciraen  of  the  fubliraeft  oratory. 
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Bi  itaiii  was  given  her,  the  Britifli  markets  were  throMm  open  to  Irilh  manu- 
fa6lLires,  and  again,  as  thefe  manufadlures  were  allowed  to  be  re-exported 
from  Great  Britain,  with  a drawback  of  all  duties,  the  Irilli  would,  in  effecl, 
export  on  the  foundation  of  Britifli  capital,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  were 
left  to  employ  their  own  capital  in  the  extenfion  of  their  home  manu- 
faclures. 

After  a vehement  debate,  which  lafted  1 8 hours,  the  houfe  divided  at  nine 
in  the  morning  upon  the  motion  of  j\Ir.  Orde  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
ayes  127,  Noes  108.  Such  a divnfion  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  was 
equivalent  to  a defeat:  and  on  the  JMonday  following  (15th  of  Auguft)  Mr. 
Orde  moved  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill,  and  the  printing  it ; declaring  that 
he  did  not  intend  to  make  any  further  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs  during  the 
prefent  feffion.  He  had  completed  his  duty  refpecling  it.  If  it  were  revived, 
it  muft  be  by  a motion  from  the  public,  who  at  the  commencement  of  the 
enfuing  feffion  might  take  fuch  further  fteps  as  they  fliould  think  proper. 

In  order  to  preclude  a motion  of  cenfure  framed  by  ]\Ir.  Flood,  the  fecre- 
tary  then  moved  an  adjournment;  and  IMr.  Flood  confenting,  not  without  difti- 
culty,  to  wave  his  motion,  the  adjournment  was  carried  without  a divifion. 
Public  illuminations  teftified  the  joy  excited  by  the  fudden  termination  of 
this  extraordinary  bufinefs,  which  thus  ended  to  the  great  difappointment  of 
the  miniftry  in  both  kingdoms. 

On  the  15th  of  Auguft,  when  the  bill  was  prefented  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  Mr.  Flood  propofed  the  following  refolution  to  the  houfe 
“ Refolvcd*  That  we  hold  ourfelves  bound  not  to  enter  into  engagement  to 

“ give 

* In  the  early  part  of  this  debate  Mr.  Curran  gave  tlie  following  pifturefque  view  of  the  laft  im- 
portant debate.  (5  Par.  Deb.  p.  453)  He  exprefled  the  effulions  of  his  joy  upon  the  vidory  his  coun- 
try had  obtained.  He  faid  he  would  fupport  the  refolution  propofed  by  the  honourable  member, 
becaufe  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  declare  to  the  people,  that  their  rights  had  not  been  folely  fup- 
ported  by  1 10  independent  gentlemen,  but  that  if  eight  or  ten  of  them  had  been  abfent,  then  thofe 
who  had  countenanced  the  meafure,  would  have  abandoned  every  idea  of  profecuting  it  furtlier. 
He  rejoiced  that  the  cloud,  which  had  loured  over  them,  had  pafled  away,  and  he  declared  he  had 
no  intention  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  minifter  by  triumphing  in  his  defeat)  on  the  contrary, 
he  might  be  faid  to  rife  with  fome  degree  of  felf-denial,  when  he  gave  to  others  an  opportunity  of 
exalting  in  the  vidtory.  The  oppofition  in  England  had  thrown  many  impediments  in  the  way, 
but  he  would  remember  with  gratitude,  that  the  oppofition  there  had  fupported  the  liberties  of  Ire- 
land. When  be  fawth'eili  reprobating  the  attacks  made  upon  the  trial  by  jury)  when  he  fa  w them 
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give  up  the  foie  and  exclufive  right  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  in  all  cafes 

Avhatever,  as  well  externally  as  commercially  and  internally.”  Thefecretary 
evaded  it  by  a motion  for  adjournment  to  the  5th  of  September,  in  order  to 
give  time  to  print,  read  and  digeft  the  bill : Which  w'as  carried  by  a very  great 
majority.  Although  Mr.  Flood  had  confented  to  withdraw  his  refolution, 
the  debate  was  kept  up  in  a very  turbulent  manner  for  three  or  four  hours 
longer.  ]Mr.  Flood  faid,  he  had  never  heard  more  mifehievous  and  inflam- 
matory language,  or  more  folly  than  on  that  evening.  He  was  called  to 
Older  by  Mr.  Foficr  and  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  who  were  prominently  confpicuous 
in  favor  of  the  propofitions  : between  whom  and  the  patriotic  orator  many 
fevere  perfonalities  palled.  Mlien  the  houfe  met,  purfuant  to  the  late  adjourn- 
ment on  tlie  5th  of  February,  Mr.  Pery  gave  in  his  refignation  of  the 
chair,  which  he  had  filled  for  fourteen  years.  Mr.  Fofter  was  unanimoufly 
elected  fpeaker  in  his  lieu,  and  was  on  the  fame  day  prefented  at  the  bar  of 
the  Lords,  and  approved  of  by  the  lord  lieutenant.  After  the  return  of  the 
Ipeaker  and  the  Commons,  to  their  own  Houfe,  IMr.  Daly  obferved,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  late  fpeaker  had  been  highly  honorable  to  himfelf,  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  nation,  conferring  dignity  upon  the  houfe,  and  drawing 
rev'crence  to  its  proceedings ; it  was,  therefore,  incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to 

fupporting  the  legidative  rights  of  Ireland,  he  could  not  refrain  from  giving  them  his  applaufe. 
I'hey  well  knew  that  an  invafion  of  the  liberty  of  Ireland  would  tend  to  an  attack  upon  their  own. 
The  p'rinciple  of  liberty,  thank  heaven,  ftill  continued  in  thofe  countries,  that  principle,  which  had 
ftained  the  fields  of  Marathon,  flood  in  the  pafs  to  Themnopylae,  and  gave  to  America  indepen- 
dence. Happy  it  was  for  Ireland,  that  the  had  recovered  her  rights  by  viftory,  not  flained  with 
blood,  hot  a victory  bathed  in  the  tears  of  a motlier,  a filler  or  a wife,  not  a vi6lory  hanging  over 
the  grave  of  a Warren  or  a Montgomery,  and  uncertaii)  whether  to  triumph  in  what  Ihe  had 
gained,  or  to  mourn  over  what  Ihe  had  loft.  The  bill  was  at  an  end,  the  cloud  that  had  been  col- 
lecting fo  long,  and  threatning  to  break  in  tempeft  and  ruin  on  their  heads,  had  paflTed  harmlefs 
away.  The  fiege  that  was  drawn  round  the  conftitution  was  raifed,  and  the  enemy  was  gone 
Juvat  ireet  Dorica  cajlra,  and  they  might  now  go  abroad  witliout  fear,  and  trace  the  dangers  they 
had  efcaped  ; here  was  drawn  the  line  of  circumvalTation,  that  cut  them  oft'  for  ever  from  the 
eaftern  world ; and  there  the  correfponding  one,  that  inclofed  them  from  the  weft.  Nor,  let  us, 
faid  he,  forget  in  our  exultation  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  deliverance.  Here  Hood  the 
trufty  mariner  (Mr.  Conolly)  on  his  old  ftation  the  mail  head,  and  gave  the  fignal.  Here  (Mr. 
Flood)  all  the  wifdom  of  the  ftate  was  collected,  exploring  your  weaknefs  and  your  ftrength,  de- 
te(Sing  every  ambufeade,  and  pointing  to  the  hidden  battery,  that  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Ihrine 
of  freedom.  And  there  (Mr.  Grattan)  was  exerting  an  eloquence  more  than  human,  infpiring, 
forming,  directing,  animating  to  the  great  purpofes  of  your  falvation. 

VoL.  II. 


s 


aftcntl 


138 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


attend  his  retreat  with  every  mark  of  refpeft,  to  demonftrate  in  what  high- 
eftimation  they  held  integrity,  wifdom  and  moderation,  and  to  prove  that 
turbulence  or  meannefs  were  not  the  only  roads  to  preferment : he  therefore  ' 
moved,  “ That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  Ihoukl  be  given  to  the  Riglit 
“ Honorable  Edmond  Sexton  Pery,  for  his  conftant  and  unwearied  attend- 
“ ance  in  the  chair  during  the  courfe  of  above  fourteen  years  in  three  fuc- 
ceffive  parliaments  ; for  the  unihaken  integrity  and  Ready  impartiality  of 
his  condu6t  there,  and  for  the  indefatigable  pains  and  uncommon  abilities, 

“ with  which  he  has  conftantly  exerted  liimfelf  to  promote  the  real  intereft 
“ of  his  country,  and  to  maintain  the  Ironor  and  dignity  of  parliament, 

“ and  to  preferve  inviolable  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of 
“ Ireland.” 

Which  being  palTed  unanimoufly  in  the  affirmative,  he  moved, 

“ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefen  ted  to  his  Majefty,  moft  humbly  to 
**  befeech  his  Majefty,  tliat  he  would  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  confer  fome 
“ fignal  mark  of  favor  upon  the  Right  Honorable  Edmond  Sexton  Pery, 

“ late  fpeaker  of  this  Houfe,  for  his  great  and  eminent  fervices  performed  to* 
“ that  country,  and  the  diffinguiflied  ability  and  integrity  with  which  he  had 
prefided  in  the  chair  of  that  Houfe  ; and  to  allure  his  JMajefty,  that  what- 
“ ever  expence  his  Majefty  ffiould  think  proper  to  be  incurred  upon  that  ac- 
count,  that  Houfe  would  make  good, the  fame  to  his  Majefty,” 

Which  likewife  palfed  iinanimoully  in  the  affirmative;  and  then  Lord 
Headford  moved  that  a committee  ffiould  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrels 
to  his  grace  the  lord  lieutenant  for  his  wife  and  prudent  adminilbation.  On 
the  next  day  Lord  Headford  reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  grace  the  lord  lieutenant  for  his  wife  and  pru- 
dent adminiftration,  that  they  had  drawn  up  the  following  addrefs. 

“ To  his  Grace  Charles,  Duke  of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieutenant  General  and 
General  Governor  of  Ireland,  the  humble  addrefs  of  the  Rights, 
“ Citizens  and  Burgeffes,  in  Parliament  affembled. 

‘‘  May  it  please  your  Grace, 

“ WE  his  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeCls,  the  Com- 
mons  of  Ireland,  in  parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  humbly  to  exprefs  to 
your  grace,  with  unaffected  waimth,  the  fatisfaftion  which  we  feel  in  every 
“ opportunity  of  teftifying  our  refpe6t  for  your  perfon,  and  our  attachment 
“ to  your  government.  We  cannot  reflect  upon  your  grace’s  conftant  atten- 
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“ tion  to  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  this  kingdom,  without  grateful  ac- 
“ knowledgements  to  his  majefty,  that  his  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  give 
“ us  fo  acceptable  a proof  of  his  royal  favor,  as  the  continuing  your 
“ grace  in  the  government  of  Ireland.  The  generous  humanity  of  difpofi- 
“ tion,  and  high  fenfe  of  honor,  w'hich  diftinguilh  your  graces'  private  cha- 
“ ra6tcr,  have  in  conjun6tion  with  your  hereditary  fpirit  and  firmnefs,-  en- 
“ deared  you  to  the  nation,  by  their  happy  influence  on  your  public 
“ conduct. 

“ We  humbly  defire  your  grace  to  accept  our  fmcere  thanks  for  thofe  ex- 
“ ertions,  which  in  confequence  of  our  unanimous  addrefs,  and  in  obedience 
“ to  his  majeftj’^'s  commands,  your  grace  employed,  during  the  laft  interval 
“ between  our  feflions,  in  preparing  a plan  of  commercial  intercourfe  with 
Great  Britain.  We  are  aware  that  the  utmofl;  delicacy  and  caution  arc 
“ neceflary  for  the  conduft  of  meafures,  in  which  the  rights  and  intereft  of 
both  kingdoms  are  equally  concerned,  and  muft  be  equally  regarded  ; and 
“ we  entertain  a juft  fenfe  of  the  attention  your  grace  has  manifefted  to  this 
“ principle,  that  their  completion  fliould  depend  upon  the  public  fatisfa6tion. 
“ We  truft  therefore,  that  the  further  conlideration  of  this  fubje6t  will  be 
“ purfued  with  that  temper,  that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  and  that  impartial  at- 
“ tention  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  whole  empire,  wliich  alone  can  en- 
“ fure  permanency  to  any  fyftem,  or  enable  the  wifdom  of  parliament  to  per- 
“ feO;  fuch  an  equal,  reciprocal,  and  Juft  arrangement  as  may  unite  both 
“ kingdoms  for  ever  in  intereft,  and  preferve  in  each  a firm  confidence  of 
“ mutual  afte6lion. 

“ It  is  our  zealous  and  ardent  Avifli,  that  your  grace  may  long  continue 
“ the  government  of  this  kingdom,  and  contemplate,  with  growing  pride 
“ and  fatisfaftion,  the  fuccefsful  efte6t  of  your  government,  in  the  increafing 
“ afte6tion  of  a generous  people,  and  in  the  progreflive  harmony  and  ftrength 
of  the  empire.” 

The  addrefs  having  been  flrft  read  at  large,  and  afterwards  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  as  the  Speaker  was  proceeding  to  put  the  queftion,  i\fr.  Grattan, 
who  juft  entered  thehoufe,  faid,  “ I wifh  to  give  my  alfent  to  the  addrefs; 
•'*  every  perfonal  compliment  to  his  grace  the  lord  lieutenant,  I am  defirous. 
“ to  pay ; the  motion  of  yefterday,  therefore,  to  thank  him  for  his  prudent, 
“ wife,  and  juft  adminiftratign,  pafled  unanimoufly ; but  the  addrefs  combin- 
“ ing  the  perfonal  myit  of  his  grace  with  the  political  demerit  of  die  late 
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“ offenfive  arrangement,  embarraffes  thofe  who  would  make  a perfonal  com- 
“ pliment,  without  making  a public  furrender  of  commerce  and  conftitu- 
“ tution  ; I fay,  if  the  addrefs  only  propofed  to  let  down  adminiftration  eafy, 
“ to  cover  their  moft  happy  defeat,  and  to  confole  them  a little  for  the  moft 
“ fortunate  overthrow  of  a moft  unjuftifiable  fyftem,  I lliould  have  been 
“ filent ; but  here  is  my  objedtion  : I fear  I fee  in  fome  part  of  that  addrefs, 
“ a train  laid  for  the  revival  of  the  twenty  propofttions,  and  of  that  bill  by 
“ which  the  right  honorable  gentleman-pj  opofed  to  carry  the  fubftance  of 
“ thofe  propofttions  into  execution.  Where  the  addrefs  would  thank  the 
minifter  for  the  attention  paid  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  public,  I have  no 
“ obje6tion  to  it,  other  than  a want  of  foundation  in  fa6t.  The  fecretary  did 
“ not,  in  the  condu6t  of  this  commercial  buftnefs,  pay  the  leaft  attention  to 
“ public  fatisfa6lion ; on  the  contrary,  after  ahnoft  every  county  and  city  in 
‘‘  the  moft  pointed  manner,  had  expreftfed  their  diflatisfadlion  at  his  adjuft- 
ment,  he  introduced  his  hill  in  their  defiance  ; nay,  after  an  hundred  and 
“ ten  of  the  firft  men  in  the  kingdom  had  oppofed  the  leave  for  bringing  in 
“ the  bill,  he  entertained  an  intention  of  forcing  on  the  meafure,  until  he 
“ was  taught  to  underftand,  that  the  fervants  of  the  crown  would  oppofe  it 
“ in  its  progrefs.  The  houfe  was  canvaffed,  and  finding,  that  he  would  be  in 
“ the  minority,  the  right  honorable  gentleman  declined  a meafure,  v’hich  he 
“ found  he  could  not  carry ; and  yielded,  not  in  compliment  to  public  fatis- 
“ faction,  but  in  certainty  and  /hame  of  a public  parliamentary  overthroM^” 
HoAvever,  after  a long  converfation,  the  queftion  for  the  addrefs  v'as  car- 
ried by  130  againft  13.  The  houfe  then  attended  the  lord  lieutenant,  who, 
after  fignifying  the  royal  aflent  to  feveral  public  and  private  hills,  thus  ad- 
drefled  the  two  houfes  of  parliament. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ ALTHOUGH  the  very  advanced  feafon  of  the  year 
“ renders  it  expedient  to  conclude  the  prefent  feflion  of  parliament,  I flatter 
“ myfelf,  that  the  great  obje6l  of  adjufting  a commercial  intercourfe  with 
“ Great  Britain  has  not  in  vain  engaged  your  attention,  and  protracted  your 
“ deliberations.  You  have  repeatedly  exp reffed  your  wiihes  for  the  attainment 
“ of  an  equitable  fettlement,  and  I have  the  fatisfaCtion  to  obferve,  that  you 
“ continue  to  be  impreffed  with  a true  fenfe  of  its  neceflity  and  importance. 

“ You  will  have  now  the  fulleft  leifure  to  purfue  your  coufideration  of  tlie 

“ fubject 
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fubjed  in  private,  M'itli  that  difpaffionate  afliduity  Mhich  it  fo  eminently 
“ dcferves.” 

“ Gentlemen  op  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I am  to  thank  you,  in  Iris  majefty’s  name,  for  the  liberal  provifion 
“ you  have  made  for  the  public  fervice,  and  the  lionorable  fupport  of  his 
“ majefty's  government.  In  your  generous  contribution  of  lupplies,  you 
“ have  not  lefs  confulted  the  dignity  of  his  crown  than  the  real  interefts  of 
“ his  people.  The  neceffity  of  preventing  the  accumulation  of  debt  cannot 
“ be  too  hrongly  enforced,  and  it  lhall  be  my  earneft  and  conftant  endeavour 
“ to  render  your  M'ife  exertions  for  this  fldutary  purpofe  effectual  and  per- 
“ manent. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I feel  the  trueft  fatisfadtion  in  obferving  the  various  beneficial  laws-, 
“ which  liave  paffed  during  this  feflion,  and  the  wholefome  eff'edts  of  your 
“ wifdom  in  the  returning  tranquillity  and  induftry,  and  in  the  rifing  profpe- 
“ rity  of  the  kingdom.  The  condudt  of  parliament  has  had  its  juft  influence, 
“ their  deliberate  fpirit  and  approved  attention  at  all  times  to  the  public  wel- 
“ fare,  has  infpired  the  people  with  full  confidence  in  the  legiflature,  and  will 
“ teach  them  to  confider  their  true  interefts  Y’ith  calmnefs  and  difcretion. 

“ The  nobleff  objedl  to  which  I can  diredl  ray  attention,  and  which  will 
“ ever  conliitute  the  happinefs  and  pride  of  my  life,  is  the  eftablifliment  of 
“ the  profperity  of  Ireland,  by  extending  and  fecuring  her  commerce,  and 
“ by  cementing  and  perpetiuiting  her  connexion  with  Great  Britain.  And 
“ I truft  you  will  continually  cherilh  this  fcntiment  in  the  national  mind,  that 
“ the  ffability  and  ftrength  of  the  empire  can  alone  be  ultimately  infured  by 
“ uniting  the  interefts  and  objects  of  both  kmgdoms  in  a general  and  equi- 
“ table  fyftem  of  reciprocal  and  common  advanta.ge.” 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  an  objedl  of  fo  much  importance,  which  fully 
occupied  the  attention  of  both  legiflatures  for  feven  months,  fliould  fall  uiv 
der  the  confidcration  of  the  Irilh  people  out  of  parliament,  without  pro- 
ducing a conliderable  fenfation  upon  the  public  mind.  We  have  occafionally 
adverted  to  the  agitation  of  political  queltions  by  the-armed  bodies  of  aflb- 
ciated  volunteers.  We  have  noticed  the  divifioii  of  thefe  aflbciations  upon 
certain  points,  and  we  have  reflefted  upon  the  confequent  decline  of  their 
influence  and  power  upon  the  nation.  The  differences,  which  abtually  pro- 
created the  diffent  of  Lord  Charlcmont  from  the  general  difpofition  of  the 
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original  volunteers  to  embrace  their  Catholic  brethren  in  the  fyft’em  of  par- 
liamentary reform,  were  by  the  artful  manoeuvres  of  government  rendered 
ancillary  to  the  debilitation  of  that  armed  union  of  fentiment,  which  bad  de- 
fiance to  their  moft  rigorous  exertions  of  power.  But  thefe  difientions  hi- 
therto were  confined  to  Catholic  indulgence  and  parliamentary  reform.  The 
proje6ted  propofitions  touched  neither  of  thefe  queftions  : and  as  far  as  they 
could  be  or  were  underftood  by  the  different  corps,  which  undertook'to  con- 
fider  them,  there  appears  to  have  been  but  one  opinion  for  their  rejeftion. 
The  people  was  difpofed  or  taught  to  believe,  that  the  propofitions  were  de- 
trimental to  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  and  that  government  willied  and  in- 
tended to  force  them  upon  Ireland  by  the  influence  qf  the  Britifh  cabinet. 
No  wonder  then,  that  the  popularity  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland  fell  in  the  pro- 
portionate degree,  as  thefe  convictions  gained  ground,  and  every  exertion  of 
rigor,  whether  by  attachment  or  undoubted  legal  procefs,  infufed  into  the 
popular  mind  a degree  of  venom  and  afperity  againft  their  governor,  whom 
they  really  confidered  countcraeting  the  interefts  of  their  country.  The  ci^'’ 
of  Dublin,  the  grand  centre  of  public  and  private  negociation,  continued 
during  the  wdiole  courfe  of  the  fummer  of  1785,  to  be  a feene  of  tumult  and 
diforder.  No  fooner  had  parliament  rifen,  than  the  expedient  of  non-im- 
portation agreements  was  again  reforted  to  wdth  greater  zeal  than  ever.  Thefe 
engagements  fpread  themfelves  into  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom  : they  re- 
ceived the  fan6tion  of  feveral  grand  juries,  and  the  merchants  of  the  trading- 
ports  found  themfelves  compelled  to  fubferibeto  them.  The  enforcing  of  thefe 
prohibitory  compadts  naturally  devolved  upon  the  low'efl,  clafs  of  the  people, 
and  they  proceeded  in  the  execution  of  that  fundion  according  to  the  ufual 
modes  of  popular  difeipUne ; to  keep  thefe  excelfes  w itliin  fome  bounds, 
the  military  were  pofted  in  fuch  parts  of  the  city,  as  w-ere  the  moft  fubject  to 
tumult ; centinels  were  placed  to  prevent  or  give  notice  of  the  firft  appearance 
of  riot,  and  the  garrifon  w^as  kept  in  conflant  readinefs  for  adtion. 

This  untemporizing  difpofition  in  government,  drew  on  the  lord  lieute' 
nant,  whofe  manners  were  in  other  refpedts  peculiarly  adapted  to  conunand 
the  favor  of  the  Irifh,  an  unufual  fliare  of  popular  odium.  His  excellency 
once  w'as  received  at  the  theatre  hy  the  performance  of  a piece  of  mufic, 
called  the  volunteer’s  mareh.  A general  uproar  enfued  ; the  entertainments 
of  the  evening  were  flopped ; audit  was  faid  he  narrowly  efcaped  the  per- 
fonal  outrage  of  the  mob.  ■ 
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When  the  Duke  of  Rutland  met  the  parliament,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, on  the  19th  of  January,  1786,  it  appears  from  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  that  it  was  his  wifh,  that  the  confideration  of  the  commercial  inter- 
courfe  lliould  be  revived  : he  confidered,  that  the  national  folicitude  of  the 
Irhli  parliament  for  the  welfare  of  that  kingdom  would  point  out  to  them  the 
line  of  conduct,  which  would  be  moft  conducive  to  the  public  advantage,  and 
to  that  laft  connexion  between  the  fifter  kingdom,  fo  effential  to  the  profperity 
of  both.  In  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  commonSj  he  particularly  adverted  to 
the  principle,  which  they  had  fo  Av  ifely  eftabliflied,  of  preventing  the  accumu- 
lation of  the  national  debt,  which  he  hoped  had  already  appeared  to  them  to 
have  proved  fuccefsful ; and  he  doubted  not  but  they  would  perfevere  in  the 
wifdom  of  thofe  meafures,  which  in  their  operation  promoted  fuch  beneficial 
elfedls.  And,  in  order  to  fmooth  the  way  for  a favorite  obje6t  of  government, 
he  recommended  a fyftematic  improvement  of  the  police,  and  took  that  occa- 
fion  to  call  the  attention  of  both  houfes  to  the  frequent  outrages,  that  had 
been  committed  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Addrefles  both  to  his  ma- 
jefty  and  the  lord  lieutenant  were,  as  ufual,  voted  ^nd  palled  unanimoufly, 
though  not  without  fome  fevere  quefti'ons  and  animadverfions  upon  them  by 
Mr.  Flood  and  fome  other  gentlemen  of  the  oppolition.* 

As  the  two  grand  obje6ts,  which  government  appeared  the  moft  anxious  to 

* In  the  couife  of  thefe  debates  Mr.  Forbes  alluded  to  the  induftry  of  government  fmee  the  re- 
cefs  in  their  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  people  to  tire  commercial  propofitions,  by  pamphlets  and 
other  publications  in  favor  of  tire  meafure.  With  reference  to  Mr.  Orde’s  own  pamphlet,  he  in 
reply  gave  the  following  account  of  it.  He  faid,  he  hoped  it  would  never  be  deemed  derogatory  to 
any  man  to  account  for  his  parliamentary  conduct  to  his  conftituents  : for  himfelf,  he  had  great 
pleafure  in  reflecting,  that  for  twenty-five  years  he  had  maintained  the  moft  friendly  correspon- 
dence with  the  city  he  had  the  honor  to  reprefent ; and  though  when  he  had  formed  an  opinion 
upon  the  full  convidtion  of  his  own  mind,  he  never  would  relinquifti  it  for  any  man,  yet  he  held  it 
but  right  for  a reprefentative  to  aflign  his  reafon  to  his  conftituents,  when  he  had  the  misfortune  of 
differing  from  them,  and  if  he  could  not  perfuade  them  to  become  of  his  opinion,  at  leaft  to  Ihew 
them,  that  he  aSed  upon  principle,  and  in  a full  belief,  that  he  was  doing  right.  Confonant  to 
this  rule,  after  the  addrefs  of  the  Cork  grand  jury  had  been  prefented  to  him,  he  expreffed  his  dif- 
ference of  opinion  explicitly  and  decidedly.  Complaints  were  made,  that  he  had  treated  his  confti- 
tuents with  difrefpedt,  by  not  explaining  his  reafons  j he  felt  the  force  of  the  obfervation,  and 
thought  himfelf  called  upon  to  affign  his  reafons.  He  did  fo  in  a letter  to  one  of  the  magiftrates 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  dignify  with  the  title  of  a pamphlet.  6 Pari, 
Deb.  p,  12. 
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carry  in  this  fefiion  were  the  revival  or  fome  modification  of  the  commercial 
propofitions,  and  the  paffing  of  a police  bill,  fo  was  his  majef y’s  anfwer  to  the 
•addrefs  of  the  commonsimmediately  calculated  to  give  countenance  and  fup- 
port  to  both  tliofe  meafures.  Pains  had  alfo  been  taken  to  exaggerate  fome 
rumours  of  difturbance  and  abufes  in  the  country  parts,  which  had  Avorked 
fo  ftrongly  upon  the  nerves  of  ]\Ir.  Ogle,  that  he  declared  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  the  6th  of  February,  1786,  that  he  faw  the  utter  ruin  of  the 
Proteflant  afcendancy  in  the  affair  of  Mr.  O’Connor  and  ten  thoufaud  other 
inftances.  This  JMr,  O’Connor  was  generally  conlidered  a madman.  He 
pretended  to  be  a defcendant  from  the  ancient  kings  of  Connaught;  heliad 
lately  taken  it  into  his  head  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  eftates  and  demefnes, 
Avhich  his  anceftors  had  enjoyed.  For  this  purpofe  he  had  affembled  a num^ 
ber  of  armed  men,  and  he  himfelf  refided  in  a place  fituate  amongft  boo-s 
and  faftneffes,  Avhere  he  had  a cannon  placed  at  his  door,  by  the  firing  of 
Avhich  he  affembled  the  mob  of  the  country  for  many  miles  around.  He  had 
attempted  to  difpoffefs  feveral  perfons  of  their  lands,  particularly  a j\Xr. 
Rourke,  of  Ballydogan.  In  the  laft  month  he  went  to  the  lands  of  that  gen- 
tleman, and  made  a formal  entry,  at  the  fame  time  telling  the  hind,  who  had 
the  care  of  the  cattle,  that  if  his  mafter  did  not,  before  the  l6th  of  February, 
fend  him  a certain  fum  of  money,  he  would  carry  his  cattle  away,  where  they 
diould  never  be  found. 

The  folicitor  general,  on  ]\fr.  Ogle’s  ftatement  to  the  committee,  informed 
them  hoAv  far  government  had  interfered  in  that  bufmefs  of  ]\Ir,  O'Connor  : 


* 12  Com.  Journ.  p.  35. 

“ GEORGE  R. 

His  majefty  thanks  his  faithful  commons  for  their  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs, 
and  receives  -with  pleafure  their  profeffions  of  attachment  to  his  perfon,  family,  and  government. 
“ The  Houfe  of  Commons  may  depend  upon  his  majetly’s  warmeft  concurrence  and  fupport  in 
all  the  great  and  important  objedls  of  their  deliberations,  and  that  he  will  be  always  ready  to  co- 
“ operate  with  them  in  any  meafures  tending  to  ftrengthen  that  lafting  connexion  between  the  two 
" kingdoms,  fo  eflentially  necetlary  to  the  profperity  and  happinefs  of  all  his  majefty’s  fubjefts. 

" His  majefty  obferves,  with  much  fafi.sfa6tion,  their  defign  of  attending  to  regulations  for  the 
improvement  of  the  credit,  agriculture,  and  manufaftures  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  to  the 
■*'  fecurity  of  public  and  private  property,  and  the  proteftion  of  fociety  j and  agrees  with  them, 
that  the  encouragement  of  induflry,  and  the  improvement  of  the  education  and  morals  of  his 
‘‘  people,  are  among  the  firft  objects  wortliy  of  the  care  and  attention  of  the  Eloufe  of  Commons 
" of  Ireland.  G.  R.” 


they  liad  not  been  inattentive  to  the  information  received  of  that  gentleman's 
proceedings,  but  had  applied  to  him  and  his  colleague  (the  attorney  general), 
in  order  to  know  how  far  they  were  warranted  in  employing  an  armed  force 
to  fupprefs  him.  They  had  returned  their  anfwer,  tliat  confiftent  with  law 
and  conftitution,  government  was  not  warranted,  until  after  due  procefs  the 
magiftrates  of  the  county  Ihould  have  reported,  that  the  power  of  the  county 
was  infufficient.  The  magiftrates,  he  faid,  were  in  a Itate  of  torpor  ; nothing 
more  had  been  done  by  them,  than  receiving  information,  which  information 
went  to  Ihew,  thatiVIr.  O'Connor  had  dlfpolfeircd  feveral  perfons  of  their  lands  ; 
however,  the  law  officers  could  not  advife  the  taking  repoHefiiou  with  a mi- 
litary force,  until  after  due  courfe  of  law.  He  conel tided  with  thanking  his 
right  honorable  friend,  whofe  honefl;  zeal  for  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  Ireland 
had  given  government  an  opportunity  of  explaining  their  conduct  in  that 


bufmefs. 

Mr.  Conolly  and  fome  other  gentlemen  of  great  landed  property  in  the 
country,  who  had  been  much  in  the  habit  of  fu])porting  government,  now 
appeared  to  have  taken  a decided  part  in  the  oppolition  to  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land’s adminiftration.  On  this  fame  day  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Sir  John  Parnell)  moved,  that  the  debt  of  the  nation  was  3,044, 167/.  ; on 
which  Mr.  Conolly  obfeiwed,  that  the  expences  of  government  every  year 
increafed  : that  the  minifter  came  regularly  to  that  houfe  to  complain  of  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  demanded  a loan,  which  v as  granted  on  his 
promife  of  future  ceconomy : at  laft  the  revenue  was  railed  by  new  taxes 
to  equal  the  expence,  and  ftill  the  expence  had  increafed:  he  (as  allb  Mr. 
Grattan)  infifted  upon  the  neceffity  of  making  a ftand  againft  the  growth  of 
expence,  or  elfe  their  conftitution  and  commerce  were  at  an  end.  iVccord- 
mgly,  on  the  Qth  of  February,  ]Mr.  Conolly  moved  the  folloAving  refolutions : 
1°.  That  the  houfe  did  in  the  laft  feffion  grant  certain  new  taxes,  eftimated  at 
140, COO/,  per  ann.  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  an  end  to  the  accumulation  of 
debt.  2°.  That  fliould  the  faid  taxes  be  continued,  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  that  the  expences  of  the  nation  ffiould  be  confined  to  her  annual  income. 
After  a very  w'arm  and  long  debate,  there  ap]x;ared  upon  a divifion  73  for  jMi;. 
Conolly’s  refolutions,  and  149  againft  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition  were  fre- 
quently and  loudly  called  upon  for  their  confidence  in  the  government,  which 
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they  indignantly  difclaimed.*  The  grand  attack  which  the  patriots  made  on 
the  treafury  bench  this  feffion,  was  upon  the  penfion  lift. 

]\Ir.  Forbes  led  the  van  on  the  attack,  and  on  the  6th  of  March  moved  the 
lioufe,  after  a very  animated  fpeeeli,  that  the  prefent  application  and  amount 
ofpcnfions  on  the  civil  eltablillunent,  were  a grievance  to  the  nation,  and  de- 
manded redrefs.  The  motion  produced  a very  interefting  debate;  but  it  tliared 
the  fame  fate  as  the  bill  he  afteivvards  introduced  to  limit  the  amount  of  pen- 
lions,  M'hich  was  loft  by  a majority  of  134  againft  78.  This  bill  was  moll 
ftrenuoully  oppofed  by  Sir  Hercules  Langrilhe,  Mr.  Mafon,  ]\Ir.  George 
Ponfonby,  the  attorney-general,  and  the  moll  leading  men  on  the  treafury 
bench,  as  a direct  and  indecent  invafion  of  the  royal  prerogative.  The  attor- 
ney-general  aflerted,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  went  to  the  molt  danger- 
ous extent  of  any  bill  that  had  ever  come  before  parliament;  it  went  to  rob 
the  crown  of  its  refponfibility  in  the  difpofal  of  the  public  money,  and  to 
convey  it  to  that  houfe,  and  even  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  He  then  begged 
leave  to  remind  the  members  of  what  happened  after  the  palling  of  their  fa- 

* Upon  this  fubjeft  Mr.  Grattan  exclaimed  (0  Pari.  Debates,  p.  119)  Who  would  have  ima- 
gined  to  have  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this,  debate,  that  faded  cockade  of  the  Callle,  confidence, 
advanced  on  the  fide  of  the  court,  confidence  in  the  Irilli  minifter  in  the  uncontrolled  expendi- 
“ ture  of  Irilli  money.  Wdiat,  after  all  your  experience,  to  prefer  confidence  to  this  refolution, 
requires,  in  my  opinion,  a moft  robuft  confcience,  and  a moft  infirm  underftanding.  Defirous 
“ as  we  all  are  to  pay  every  refpeCt,  and  with  every  predileftion  in  favor  of  our  prefent  viceroy, 
“ a young  man  of  a very  noble  unfufpicious  nature,  expofed  perhaps  too  much  to  importunity,  yet 
“ who  can  anfwer  for  his  continuance?  This  confidence  then  mull  extend  to  all  his  fuccefiTors, 
“ whoever  they  may  be,  of  whatever  call,  party,  principle,  or  capacity.  But  even  that  won't  do. 
“ This  confidence  mull  extend  to  all  the  fecretaries  of  all  the  future  lords  lieutenants.  In  the  laft 
feven  years  we  had  feven  lord-lieutenants  and  eight  fecretaries.  The  confidence  muft  then  be  ex- 
" tended  to  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  or  rather  to  the  king’s  commiffion,  on  a pure 
“ and  perfedt  pei  fuafion  that  whom  the  king  lliall  appoint,  the  Lord  illuminates ; and  where  the  purfe 
“ is  bellowed,  there  is  the  virtue  and  there  is  the  ceconomy.  This  will  not  do  j it  is  not  fufficient 
" that  viceroys  fliould  be  gods — Trillimen  muft  be  angels,  and  importunity  and  folicitation  ceafe  5 
and  in  that  event  I fubmit  to  the  force  of  the  argument  of  confidence,  as  fomething  not  accord- 
“ ing  to  reafon,  but  above  it.” 

In  the  flight  of  that  great  orator’s  imagination,  he  has  left  us  the  following  picture  of  the  nation’s 
expence.  (G  Pari.  Debates,  p.  163)  “ See  the  chart  of  your  credit,  an  evanefeent  fpeck  juft  rifing 
*’  above  the  plane  of  the  horizon,  and  then  it  drops ; while  your  debt  afeends  like  a pyramid,  with 
“ an  audacious  defalcation,  and  almoft  culminates  in  your  meridian.  IVIidway  of  tliis  mountain  of 
“ debt,  you  will  difeern  a line  marking  your  effort  to  put  an  end  to  the  praftice  of  running  in 
" debt.” 
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vorite  vote  of  1757-  The  members  of  that  lioufe  caballed  together,  forming 
themfelves  into  little  parties,  and  voting  to  each  other  hundreds  of  thoulaiuls. 
And  as  no  government  could  go  on  without  the  aid  of  their  leaders,  it  coft 
that  nation  more  to  break  through  that  puifn^  ariftocracy,  which  had  made 
a property  of  parliament,  than  ^\•hat  it  M ould  by  the  penfion  lift  for  many 
years.*  On  the  fide  of  the  patriots,  all  the  old  arguments  M'ere  urged  M'ith 
redoubled  force  againft  the  penlion  lift.  Mr.  Grattan  gave  great  offence  by 
theftrongand  harlli  affertion,  M'ith  M’hich  he  clofed  his  fpeech  on  i\Ir.  Forbes's 
motion,  viz.  IJ  he  Jhould  vote  that  penjions  were  not  a grievance,  he  Jhouldvote 
an  impudent,  an  infolent,  and  a public  Ue:\ 

* 6 Pari.  Debates,  p.  29O.  This  is  a fort  of  official  evidence,  if  any  were  wanting,  to  proye  the 
exiftence  of  the  fyftem  of  individual  venality,  which  has  been  ftated  to  have  been  eftablilhed  under 
the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Tovvnfend.  Sir  Hercules  Langrifli  exerted  his  powers  on  this  occafion 
in  an  extraordinary  manner,  infomuch,  that  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  faid  of  him,  that  he  had  never 
heard  a feries  of  better  arguments,  interfperfed  and  enlivened  with  more  brilliant  ftrokes  of  wit, 
than  the  fpeech  of  the  honorable  baronet  againft  that  bill.  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  was  fo  attached 
to  the  government  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  that  one  of  his  principal  arguments  againft  the  penfion 
bill,  was,  that  it  would  convey  cenfure  upon  his  Grace’s  adminiftration,  which  he  did  not  deferve. 

f Amongft  the  patriots,  Mr.  Curran  Ihone  confpicuous  in  fupport  of  the  penfion  bill,  (.b  Pari. 
Debates,  p.  282)  This  polyglot  of  wealth,  faid  he,  this  mufeum  of  curiofities,  the  penfion  lift, 
embraces  every  link  in  the  human  chain;  ever}'  defcription  of  men,  women,  and  children,  from  the 
exalted  excellence  of  a Hawke  or  Rodney,  to  the  debafed  fituation  of  the  lady  who  humbletli  her- 
felf  that  Ihe  may  be  exalted.  But  the  lelfons  it  inculcates  form  its  grcateft  perfedtion  ; it  teaches 
that  floth  and  vice  may  eat  that  bread,  which  virtue  and  honefty  may  ftarve  for  after  they  had  earned 
it.  It  teaches  the  idle  and  diftblutc  to  look  up  for  that  fupport,  which  they  are  too  proud  to  ftoop  to 
earn.  It  directs  the  minds  of  men  to  an  entire  reliance  on  the  ruling  power  of  the  ftate,  who  feeds 
the  raven^s  of  the  royal  aviary,  that  cry  continually  for  food.  It  teaches  them  to  imitate  thofe  faints 
on  the  penfion  lift,  that  are  like  tlie  lillies  of  the  field,  they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  fpin,  and  yet 
are  arrayed  like  Solomon  in  all  his  glory.  In  fine,  it  teaches  a leli'on,  which  indeed  they  might  have 
learned  from  Epiftetus,  that  it  is  fometimes  good  not  to  be  over-virtuous  : it  ftiews,  that  in  propor- 
tion as  our  diftreffes  increafe,  the  munificence  of  the  crown  increafes  alfo ; in  proportion  as  our 
clothes  are  rent,  the  royal  mantle  is  extended  over  us. 

On  the  fame  day  Mr.  Grattan  exclaimed,  when  gentlemen  fay  that  the  new  charge  for  penfions 
is  fmall,  let  me  afture  them  they  need  not  be  alarmed;  the  charge  will  be  much  greater;  for  unlefs 
your  interpofition  ffiould  deter,  what  elfe  is  tliere  to  check  it  ? Will  public  poverty  ? no : new 
taxes  ? no  ; gratitude  for  thofe  taxes  ? no  : principle  ? no  : profeffion  } no  : the  love  of  fame,  or 
fenfe  of  infamy  ? no.  Confined  to  no  one  defcription  of  merit,  or  want  of  character,  under  tlic  au- 
thority of  that  lift,  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  Ireland,  have  pretenfions  to  become  a public  in- 
cumbrance ; fo  that  fince  government  M'ent  fo  far,  I marvel  tliat  they  have  ftopped,  unlefs  the  pen 
fell  out  of  their  hand  from  fatigue,  for  it  could  not  be  from  principle. 
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The  remaining'  lubjeft  of  difference  between  the  ininifb'y  an-d  the  patriots 
in  that  feflion,  was  upon  the  police  bill,  which  had  been  for  a confiderable 
time  a favorite  obje6l  with  government  to  carry,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  their 
interefl  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  which,  from  the  days  of  Dr.  Lucas,  they  had 
felt  deqlining,  in  the  independence,  which  he  had  laboured  fo  ftrenuoufly  and 
fucccfsfully  to  cftablilh.  It  was  conceived  by  the  oppofition,  that  if  the  bill 
were  carried  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  it  would  in  the  next  feflion  be  extended 
to  every  part  of  the  kingdom  : and  it  was  alfo  generally  confidered,  that  the 
report  of  po])ular  rifmgs  and  popilh  confpiracies  againft  the  Proteftant  afeend- 
ancy,  had  been  induftrioufly  exaggerated  for  the  purpofe  of  intimidating  the 
parliament  into  the  adoption  of  that  ftrong  meafure^  of  government. 

Mr. 

No,  fir,  this  lift  will  go  on  j It  will  go  on  till  the  merchant  fliall  feel  it,  until  the  manufafturer 
fliall  feel  it,  until  the  penfion  lift  fliall  take  into  its  own  hand  the  keys  of  taxation;  and  inftead  of 
taxing  licence  to  fell,  fliall  tax  the  article  and  manufadture  itfelf ; until  we  fliall  lofe  our  great  com- 
mercial refource,  a comparative  exemption  from  taxes,  the  gift  of  our  poverty,  and  get  an  accu- 
mulation of  taxes,  to  be  the  companion  of  our  poverty  ; until  public  indignation  fliall  cry  fliame 
upon  us,  and  the  morality  of  a ferious  and  oftended  community  fliall  call  out  for  the  interpofition  of 
law. 

* Sir  Edward  Crofton,  in  oppoflng  this  bill,  faid,  “ I have  fpoken  of  Mr.  O’Connor  in  a former 
“ debate;  and  I am  firmly  perfuaded  that,  as  to  that  gentleman,  matters  have  been  extremely  exag- 
" gerated  and  mifreprefeuted.  I know  it  has  been  mentioned  as  an  affair,  that  required  the  interfer- 
“ ence  of  government ; and  that  camps,  cannon,  and  fortifications,  were  eredled.  It  was  alfo 
“ rumoured,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  were  in  open  rebellion ; this  was  an  infidious,  infamous, 
and  falfe  report,  calculated  to  caft  an  undefen'ed  refledtion  on  a body  of  men  remarkable  for  their 
“ loyalty  to  their  fovereign,  and  their  known  attachment  to  the  conflitution  ; it  was  an  illiberal 
“ and  an  infamous  attack  on  a people  diftiiiguifliedfor  their  peaceable  demeanor,  and  was  intended 
" but  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  this  ftill  more  infamous  bill. 

“ However  great  my  knowledge  may  have  been  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this 
" country,  yet  I muft  confefs,  on  this  occafion,  I was  made  a dupe  to  report;  for,  from  the  gentle- 
man,  who  had  declared  the  county  of  Rofeommon  to  be  in  a ftate  of  rebellion,  I could  fcarcely 
“ believe  but  government  had  authority  for  faying  fo;  I confefs,  therefore,  I felt  for  ray. property ; 
“ and  it  was  natural  I fliould  make  every  poffible  enquiry  ; I did  fo,  and  found  there  was  no  rebel- 
" lion  in  the  country;  ai>d  alfo  found  the  trifling  difturbances,  which  have  been  fo  exaggerated^ 
were  only  the  effedts  of  fome  whilkey,  to  which  the  country  people  had  been  treated,  and  which 
every  gentleman  knows  operates  on  the  lower  order  of  people,  as  oil  of  rodium  does  on  rats  ; and 
“ what  was  very  extraordinary,  there  was  not  a broken  head  on  the  occafion. 

“ I wrote  to  a gentleman  of  veracity,  and  a magiftrate,  (a  Mr.  Caulfield)  who  affured  me,  the 
peace  of  the  county  was  not  for  a moment  difturbed  ; I offered  to  re-inftate  thofe  gentlemen  who 
were  faid  to  be  dlfpofTeffed  of  their  lands,  with  the  afliftance  of  a troop  of  dragoons ; the  power 
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]\fr.  Conolly  took  a leading  part  in  oppofing  the  police  bill,  which  he  ob- 
ferv’^ed,  under  the  fpecioiis  pretence  of  giving  police,  went  to  take  away 
conftitLition.  He  was  ftill  pohtive,  that  he  was  well-founded  in  his  opinion ; 
that  the  conduct  of  the  adininiftration  M'as  inimical  to  the  conftitution.  The 
temperance  of  the  volunteers  fince  the  noble  duke’s  adminiftration,  deferved 
their  grateful  approbation.  When  they  were  mifguided,  and  adopted  mea- 
fures,  which  he  conceived  improj)er,  he  was  not  backv,  ard  in  avorving  himfelf 
againft  their  proceedings ; but  when  he  reflected,  that  the  moment  the  volun- 
teers were  told  their  conduct  was  difagreeable  to  parliament,  they  retired  to 
the  country  without  a murmur,  fuch  conduct  fecured  his  admiration,  and 
made  him  tenacious  of  their  liberties ; nor  could  their  arms  be  placed  in  bet- 
ter hands  than  where  they  were. 

Tlierc  were  feveral  heated  debates  upon  this  bill : it  was  treated  by  oppofi- 
tion  as  a molt  unconftitutional  job,  a mere  bill  of  patronage  for  miniiterial 
purpofes : although  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  fecretary  offered  to  alter 
whatever  fhould  be  found  objectionable  in  the  committee,  and  fome  of  the 
noxious  claufes  were  withdrawn.  Several  petitions  were  prefented  againft  the 
bill,  but  received  with  ill  grace.  Amongft  other  petitions,  one  was  prefented 
by  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  by  Sir  Edward  Newnham,  which 
the  attorney-general  moved  to  have  rejected,*  as  an  infult  to  the  houfe;  and 

it 


was  denied  me  ; I therefore  was  well-founded  in  an  opinion,  that  when  this  bill  was  mentioned, 
“ the  affair  of  Rofeommon  would  be  made  a handle  of,  and  that  it  would  be  fiid,  the  rebellion,  as 
‘‘  it  was  ludicroutly  termed,  of  O'Connor,  made  it  abfolutely  neceflarju  I am  alfo  convinced,  that 
the  affairs  in  the  fouth  are  likewife  exaggerated,  and  by  no  means  fairly  ftated,  fo  as  to  give  rife 
to  this  meafure.”  6 Pari.  Debates,  p.  S38. 

* The  temper  of  the  houfe  will  be  better  feen  by  confidering  the  petition  which  met  with  this 
fevere  fate.  (6  Pari.  Debates,  p.  38.s). 

A petition  of  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  ligned  by  the  flieriff  of  the  faid  county,, 
was  prefented  to  the  houfe  and  read,  letting  forth  that  the  petitioners,  deeply  interefled  in  the  wel- 
fare of  this  country,  the  metropolis  thereof,  and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  at  large,  and  anxioufly  fo- 
licitous  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  parliament,  have,  with  the  moft  lincere  concern,  obferved  a 
bill,  intituled,  ” a bill  for  the  better  execution  of  the  law  within  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  certain 
“ parts  adjacent  thereto,  and  for  quieting  and  protefting  poffellions  within  this  kingdom,  for  the 
" more  expeditious  tranfportation  of  felons  ; for  the  reviving,  continuing,  and  amending  certain 
ftatutes  therein  mentioned,  and  for  repealing  an  aft  palfed  in  the  17th  and  I8th  years  of  thepo- 
" lice  of  the  city  of  Dublin,”  involving  the  chartered  rights  of  the  ancient  and  refpeftable  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  liberties,  properties,  and  domeflic  enjoyments  of  the  inhabitants 
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it  was  rejected  by  118  againft  Sir  Edward  Newidiam  and  Colonel  Sharmari. 
The  attorney-general  boaftcd  of  his  indulgence  in  not  moving  a cenfure  agaiiifl 
the  petitioners : but  Ihould  not  again  be  lo  gentle,  if  the  offence  were  repeated. 
This  Avas  the  moft  important  bill  palled  during  the  feffion.  Several  gentlemen 
on  the  treafury  bench  Avilhed  to  bring  in  a bill  for  fecuring  tlie  perfons, 
houfes  and  properties  of  A'icars,  rcxdors,  and  curates,  a6tually  refident  Avithin 
their  refpective  parilhes;  the  introdifftion  of  Avhich  bill  ga\’e  to  feA'eral  mem- 
bers an  opportunity  of  giving  vent  to  the  feelings  either  of  zeal  for  the  hie- 
rarchy, or  indignation  againft  thofe,  who  Avere  not  of  the  cftablilhment.  But 
as  the  attorney-general  confideied  them  as  cffeHually  fecured  by  the  laAV,  as 
other  fubje6ts,  the  bill  AA^as  rehi6lantly  dropped.  On  tlie  8th  of  May,  1786, 
the  parlianrent  A\'as  prorogued ; Arhen  his  grace  the  lord-lieutenant,  in  liis 
fpeech,  affured  them,  that  the  determined  fpirit,  Avith  Avhich  they  had  marked 
their  abhorrence  of  all  laAvlefs  diforders  and  tumults,  had  already  made  an 
nfeful  impreffion ; and  the  falutaiy  Uiavs  enatded  in  that  feffion,  and  particu- 
larly the  introduction  of  a fyftcm  of  police,  aa’cic  honorable  proofs  of  their  Avil- 
dom,  moderation,  and  prudence.  He  moreover  affured  them,  that  his  ma- 

of  the  capital  and  its  environs,  precipitating  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  a time  when  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  members  were  unavoidably  engaged  in  the  bufinefs  of  tlie  aflizes,  and  therefore 
could  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of  being  confulted  upon  a fubjeft  of  fuch  magnitude;  that  the 
petitioners  conceive  that  a certain  clafs  of  men,  who,  from  their  chara£ter  and  condu6l  have  never 
been  conlidered  as  objedts  of  refponfibility,  under  the  abfolute  control  of  certain  commiffioners  no- 
minated by  the  minilter,  w'ith  powers  arbitrary  and  defpotic,  may,  to  gratify  their  own  licentious 
difpofitions,  force  themfelves  into  the  peaceful  retreats  of  our  families,  and,  under  the  pretence  of 
protedting  us  from  the  depredations  of  others,  commit  the  moft  indecent  and  cruel  irregularities, 
that  the  debtor,  to  wdiom  the  law  has  afforded  in  his  houfe  a lan6tuaiy,  cannot  be  fecure  j and  the 
infirm  and  invalid,  let  their  fituation  be  ever  fo  deplorable,  cannot  be  at  reft  ; our  wives,  children, 
and  friends,  will  find  their  domeftic  enjoyment  ceafe,  the  ultimate  with  of  life,  retirement,  done 
away  ; that  the  petitioners  are  of  opinion,  that  the  powers  granted  by  the  bill  to  the  commiflioners, 
of  raifing  bodies  of  armed  men,  although  limited  in  number,  together  wdlh  that  of  levying  money  to 
fupport  the  fame,  are  dangerous  expedients,  and  direftly  militate  againft  the  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution  ; that  the  petitioners  perceive  with  forrow  a certain  and  numerous  body  of  their  fellow-fub- 
jefts  obliged  to  fubmit  to  an  ignominious  diftindtion,  and  marked  fufpicion,  by  a partial  regiftry  of 
their  names,  occupations,  and  abodes,  which  regulation  from  any  matter  that  has  been  fet  forth  in 
the  bill,  or  w’e  can  devife,  w'e  cannot  but  confider  as  oppreflive  and  unnecefiary  : that  the  petition- 
ers confider  the  claufe,  which  includes  that  part  of  the  county  of  Dublin  within  the  circular  road 
in  the  diftri(5t  of  the  metropolis,  as  highly  oppreflive  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Dublin 
refiding  therein,  as  it  fubjeds  them  to  a two-fold  taxation  ; and  therefore  praying  to  be  heard  by 
themfelves,  or  their  counfcl,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  againft  the  faid  bill. 
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jefty  beheld  with  the  higheft  fatisfaclion  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  : and  that  he  had  his  majefty’s  exprefs  commands,  to  affnre  them 
of  the  moft  cordial  returns  of  his  royal  favor  and  parental  affe6lion. 

“When  the  parliament  met  according  to  the  laft  adjournment,  on  the  18th 
of  January,  1787,  the  lord  lieutenant  particularly  applied  to  them  for  their 
alfiftance,  in  the  effcClual  vindication  of  the  laws  and  the  protection  of  fo- 
ciety  : and  reminded  them,  that  their  uniform  regard  for  the  rights  of-  their 
fellow  fubjccts,  and  their  zealous  attachment  to  the  religious  and  civil  con- 
ftitution  of  their  country,  would  ftimulate  their  attention  to  their  infeparable 
interefts,  and  would  enfure  their  fpecial  fupport  of  the  eftabliflied  church  and 
the  refpeClable  fituation  of  its  minifters.  He  alfo  informed  them,  that  he  had 
ordered  a copy  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  French  king  to  be  laid 
before  them,  and  he  hoped,  that  the  adoption  of  it  in  Ireland,  by  fuch  laws 
as  would  be  requifite  to  give  it  effedl,  would  be  attended  with  the  moft  be- 
neficial confequences  to  the  country.  Thefe  objects  of  recommendation 
formed  the  bulk  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion. 

Mr.  Conolly  made  fome  obfervations  upon  that  part  of  the  addrefs,  whicii 
alluded  to  the  difturbances  in  the  fonth  ; he  could  by  no  means  admit,  that 
they  were  as  extenfive  as  reprefented  by  government.  He  wilhed  not  to  make 
any  reflection  upon  the  worthy  chief  governor,  whom,  he  faid,  he  knew  to 
be  an  honeft  man  and  the  friend  of  both  countries ; he  did  not  fufpc6t  him, 
but  the  adminiftration : and  againfl  them  he  made  the  moft  ferious,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  moft  important  charge,  that  could  be  laid  at  the  door  of 
the  moft  wicked  adminiftration.  It  is  the  more  neceftary  to  advert  to  the 
nature  of  this  charge,  as  it  has  been  almoft  uniformly  objected  from  this 
time  forwards  to  the  meafures  of  every  adminiftration,  down  to  the  clofe  of 
the  union,  but  with  what  juftice,  fubfequent  events  will  difclofe.  A charge 
of  fuch  intenfe  malevolence,  and  of  fuch  incalculable  mifehief,  oim-ht 
not  to  be  even  imagined  without  the  ftrongeft  prefumptions  and  grounds.* 

IMr. 

* 7 Par.  Deb.  p.  21.  Suppoling,  faidIMr.  Conolly,  that  thefe  difturbances  are  as  extenfive  as  have 
been  reprefented,  but  I hope  in  God  they  are  not — fuppofing  they  are  as  formidable  as  government 
have  reprefented  them  in  their  proclamations,  are  not  the  laws  at  prefent  in  being  fufficient  to  re- 
ftore  order  ? They  are  abundantly  fo,  if  properly  enforced.  And  hence.  Sir,  my  fufpicion  is  excited, 
when  I behold  adminiftration  attempting  by  infinuation,  to  eftablifti  the  neceftity  of  new  laws  for 
unneceflary  purpofes,  or  for  foraething  worfe.  I am  convinced  tliat  had  adminiftration  been  ac- 
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]\Ir.  Conolly  adverted  to  the  proclamations  that  had  been  iiTued,  ftating,  that 
the  greateft  meetings  ever  knov  n had  been  convened  in  the  fouth  ; and  that 
they  were  all  in  arms.  V by  then  did  not  government  fupprefs  them  in 
their  infancy  ? Why  not  punilh  the  fupinenefs  of  tiie  magiftrates,  which  was 
complained  of  and  admitted  on  all  hands  ? But  he  confidered  it  as  a meafurc 
to  intimidate  the  Proteftants  of  that  kingdom,  and  to  furnilli  an  immediate 
pretext  for  an  unconftitutional  police  bill.  If  thofe  turbulences  were  not 
exaggerated,  government  was  highly  cenfurable  for  not  having  prevent- 
ed them  in  time:  if  they  were  fo,  they  were  more  criminal  for  bavin 
created  ill-founded  alarms.  IMr.  Longfield,  who  lived  near  Cloyne  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  wholly  difclaimed  the  exiftence  of  fuch  turbulence  as  had 
been  reprefented  under  the  dcfperate  aufpices  of  a Captain  Right,  whence 
his  fcrllowers  were  called  Right  Boys.  He  informed  the  houfe,  that  liis  de- 
mefnes  bordered  the  to^m  of  Cloyne : that  although  he  had  heard  much 
of  thefe  difturbances  laft  feflion,  he  had  obferved  nothing  of  them  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fummer : the  bilhop  of  that  diocefe  had  not  applied  for  any 
military  affiftance,  but  lived  quietly  fecure  at  home,  in  the  protection  of 
the  neighbouring  gentlemen.  The  tirft  thing  that  could  be  called  a difturb- 
ance,  induced  him  to  think  government  had  a hand  in  it.  Some  very  re- 
fpectable  people  of  Cloyne  came  to  him,  and  told  him  that  a bailiff  belong- 
ing to  the  high  Iheritf  had  been  fent  amongft  them,  Avith  notices  to  provide 
a quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  a number  of  horfes,  by  the  folloAv- 
ing  Sunday,  for  the  ufe  of  Captain  Right.  It  appeared  odd,  that  a ffieriff”s 
bailiff'  lliould  be  employed  on  fuch  a bufinefs,  and,  as  a magiftrate,  he  fent 
for  him.  He  confeffed  the  fact  of  having  fei  A'ed  the  notices,  and  faid  he 
Avas  employed  by  Captain  Right.  He  Avas  defired  to  give  information  againft 
Captain  Right,  Avhich  he  refufed;  upon  Avhich  the  honorable  member  com- 
mitted him  to  goal,  returned  the  bills  againff  him,  and  brought  perfons  of 

tive,  they  might  have  checked  thefe  difturbances  in  embryo,  I will  afk  can  any  man  entertain  a 
doubt  of  it  ? and  when  they  did  not,  what  can  we  infer  from  it,  but  that  there  was  fome  dark 
defign  in  fuffering  them  to  come  to  maturity  ? 

And  why  do  I fufpeiSt  adminiftration  ? Becaufe  of  their  condudt  on  the  propofitions  ; when  they 
wiflied  to  prove,  and  to  have  us  believe,  that  the  returned  propofitions  were  identically  the  fame 
as  the  original  ten,  and  were  ready  to  pafs  them  with  the  fame  alacrity  and  vigour,  although  every 
man  in  the  nation  was  convinced,  that  they  coerced  the  commerce,  and  invaded  the  conftitution  of 
this  kingdom. 
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credit,  who  had  fworn  examinations,  and  were  ready  to  profecute ; but  to 
his  aftoniihment,  the  grand  jury  threw  out  the  bills.  Mr.  Kemmis,  the 
crown  folicitor  faid,  he  could  do  nothing  M'ithout  an  order  from  govern- 
ment, and  as  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  alking  favors  from  government, 
there  the  matter  dropped. 

This  was  the  firft  difturbance  he  had  heard  of ; the  next  was  that  Captain 
Right  fwore  fome  of  the  people  in  his  neighbourhood  to  obferve  his  regula- 
tions ; yet  another  gentleman  and  he,  attended  by  a fingle  fervant,  had 
made  this  formidable  Captain  Right  a prifoner,  and  fafely  lodged  him  in 
gaol.  Such  being  the  cafe,  there  ought  not  to  be  a general  charge  of  de- 
linquency againft  the  county  of  Cork,  becaufe  fome  of  its  magiftrates  were 
fupine.  After  what  he  mentioned,  government  fent  forces  down  to  that 
part  of  the  country  ; two  of  their  officers  were  Englitlimen,  one  a Scotch- 
man ; the  people  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  very  great  partiality  for 
them,  or  they  for  the  people,  yet  they  lived  unmolefted  in  good  quarters, 
and  never  had  occafion  to  be  called  out  to  quell  any  difturbance. 

A nobleman  of  great  talents,  knowledge,  experience  and  fagacity,  had 
the  chief  command  of  the  troops  fent  into  the  province  of  IMunfter.  If  they 
had  his  report,  were  there  any  way  of  coming  at  it,  it  would  ffiew  that  none 
but  the  loweft  wretches,  who  groaned  under  the  moft  intolerable  oppref- 
fions,  were  engaged  in  any  difturbance.  If  that  noble  lord  were  prefent,  he 
would  make  them  lliudder  at  the  account  of  the  miferies  of  that  wretched 
people. 

Sir  James  Cotter  faid,  he  came  very  lately  from  that  county,  and  to  his 
knowledge,  great  difturbances  did  exift,  and  his  report  was  confirmed  by  IMr. 
Warren.  He  had  often  been  an  eye  witnefs  to  the  violences  of  the  deluded 
people.  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Longfield)  who  had  a great  eftate, 
and  lived  in  the  midft  of  his  tenants,  with  a number  of  fervants  and  depen- 
dants alx)ut  him,  might  feel  no  apprehenfion  ; but  he,  who  had  but  a fmall 
fortune  and  few  fervants,  had  not,  he  faid,  for  nine  months  laft  paft  gone 
to  bed  a fingle  night  that  he  was  fure  of  rifing  in  the  morning  with  his  life. 
He  then  related  to  the  houfe  an  account  of  his  having  once  been  fired  at  by 
the  infurgents,  and  of  his  being  flopped  by  a number  of  armed  men,  who, 
as  a very  great  favor,  fuffered  him  to  depart  unhurt. 

^Ir.  Curran  obferved,  that  had  this  addrefs  been,  as  all  addreffes  that  lie 
had  ever  read  or  heard  of  were,  compofed  of  unmeaning  fluff,  he  fliould  not 
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now  rife  to  fpeak  to  it.  But  it  was  an  adclrefs,  that  tended  to  infpire  the 
mind  of  the  chief  governor  with  indignation  for  the  wretched  people  of  that 
country  ; an  addrefs  tending  to  iinprefs  the  fatlrer  of  his  people  with  the  idea 
of  their  being  in  open  revolt,  to  divert  the  royal  mind  from  liftening  to  the 
cojuplaints  of  afflitTed  fuhjedls,  or  alleviating  their  mifcries  ; it  was  a grofs  in- 
veftive.  To  fay  it  w'as  necelfary,  was  adding  irony  to  inve6tive. 

The  people  were  opprelfed,  and  before  they  poured  the  laft  drop  into  the 
veflel,  and  caufed  the  waters  of  bitternefs  to  overflow  on  them,  they  lliould  well 
coufider  if  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  had  been  remifs,  if  the  magif- 
trates  throughout  the  kingdom  had  criminally  been  fupine ; let  them  lay  the 
blame  at  the  right  door ; ceafe  to  utter  idle  complaints  of  inevitable  effedfs, 
when  they  themfelves  have  been  the  caufes.  The  man  v.dio  would  fay, 
that  the  conftitution  in  church  and  Rate  was  in  danger,  from  the  fimple  in- 
furredion  of  a parcel  of  peafants,  without  order,  ndthout  a head,  without  a 
leader,  undifeiplined,  unarmed,  or  only  partially  fo,  he  would  not  take  to 
be  a very  wife  man ; and  the  man  who  would  fay  fo  from  any  thing,  fave 
an  error  in  judgment,  he  would  not  take  to  be  either  a wife  or  an  honeft 
man. 

Is  it  any  wonder,  faid  he,  that  the  wretches  whom  woeful  and  long  experi- 
ence has  taught  to  doubt,  and  with  juftice  to  doubt,  the  attention  and  relief 
of  the  legiflature,  wretches,  that  have  the  utmoft  difficulty  to  keep  life  and 
foul  together,  and  wlio  muft  inevitably  perilh,  if  the  hand  of  affifiance  were 
not  ftretched  out  to  them,  ffiould  appear  in  tumult  ? No,  Sir,  it  is  not.  LTn- 
bound  to  the  fovereign  by  any  proof  of  his  affe6fion,  unbound  to  govern- 
ment by  any  inftance  of  its  protedlion,  unbound  to  the  country,  or  to  the 
foil,  by  being  deflitute  of  any  property  in  it,  ’tis  no  wonder  that  the  pea- 
fantry  Ihould  be  ripe  for  rebellion  and  revolt : fo  far  from  matter  of  furprize, 
it  muft  naturally  have  been  expedled. 

The  fupinenefs  of  the  magillrates,  and  the  low'  Rate  of  the  commiRions  of 
the  peace  throughout  the  kingdom,  but  particularly  in  the  county  of  Cork, 
Riould  be  reflified.  A fyRem  of  vile  jobbing  was  one  of  the  misfortunes  of 
that  country  ; it  extended  even  to  commiRions  of  the  peace  : how  elfe  cbuld 
the  report  of  the  four  and  twenty  commiRions  of  the  peace,  fent  dowm  to 
the  county  of  Clare  in  one  poR  be  accounted  for  ? Even  the  appointment 
of  Rierifls  was  notorioufly  in  the  hands  of  government  ;•  and  through  job- 
bing, RieriRs  themfelves  could  not  be  truRed : two  RieriRs  ran  aw'ay  laR 
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year  with  executions  in  their  pockets,  and  the  late  high  flieriff  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Dublin  had  abfconded. 

He  concluded  by  moving  the  following  amendments,  viz. 

“ Though  it  is  a great  confolation  to  us  to  think,  that  thefe  outrages  have 
“ not  originated  in  any  difaffe61ion  in  your  majefty’s  fiibjefls  of  this  king- 
“ dom  to  your  majefty’s  government,  or  in  any  concerted  defign  of  difturb- 
“ ing  our  prefent  happy  conftitution  either  in  church  or  ftate,  but  have 
“ been  wholly  confined  to  fome  individuals  of  the  lowefi;  clafs  of  the  peo- 
“ pie,  whofe  extreme  indigence  and  diftrefs,  may  be  the  occafion,  though 
“ they  cannot  be  a juftification  of  fuch  illegal  proceedings  ; and  it  is  a fur- 
“ ther  confolation  to  us  to  know,  that  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  law  noAv 
“ ill  being  are  fully  adequate,  if  duly  exerted,  to  punifh  and  refirain  fuch 
“ excefles.  ♦ 

“ At  the  fame  time  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  majeft}’, 
“ that  the  public  expences  of  this  country  have  encreafed  to  a degree  fo  far 
“ beyond  the  ability  of  the  people  to  bear,  that  we  feel  ourfelves  called  upon 
“ by  our  duty  to  our  conftituents,  to  reduce  thofe  expences  by  every  mode 
“ of  retrenchment,  confiftent  with  fuch  honorable  and  necelfary  fupport  to 

your  majeft3’'s  government,  within  fuch  limits  as  may  be  compatible  with 
“ the  very  exhaufted  refources  of  a diftrefled  people  ; and  we  do  not  doubt 
“ of  having  your  majefty’s  gracious  ajiprobation  of  a meafure  fo  eifential  to 
“ the  commercial  hopes  of  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  conducive  to 
“ the  permanent  peace  and  profperity  of  this  kingdom;”  but  they  palfed  in 
the  negative. 

On  the  31  ft  of  January,  17S7,  when  the  houfe  was  in  a committee  upon 
that  part  of  his  excellency’s  fpeech,  which  related  to  the  commotions,  which 
in  fome  places  difturbed  the  public  tranquillity  ; tlie  attorney-general  (Fitz- 
gibbon)  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  the  following  narrative  of  fa6ts,  which  he 
faid  had  come  to  his  knowledge  refpefting  the  proceedings  of  the  infur- 
gents.*  Their  commencement  was  in  one  or  two  parifhes  in  tbe  county  of 
Kerry,  and  they  proceeded  thus ; tlie  people  affemblcd  in  a Catholic  chapel, 
and  there  took  an  oath  to  obey  the  laws  of  Captain  Right,  and  to  ftarve  the 
clei  gy.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  next  parilhes  on  the  following  Sunday, 
and  there  fwore  the  people  in  the  fame  manner,  with  this  addition,  that  they 
(the  people  laft  fworn)  fliould,  on  the  enfuing  Sunday,  proceed  to  the 

• * 7 Par.  Deb.  p.  57. 
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chapels  of  their  next  neighbouring  parities,  and  Rvear  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  pariflies  in  like  manner. 

Proceeding  in  this  manner  they  v'ery  foon  went  through  the  province  of 
^lunfter.  The  firft  obje6l  of  their  reformation  was  tithes ; they  fwore  not 
to  give  more  than  a certain  price  per  acre  ; not  to  take  them  from  the  minifter 
at  a great  price;  not  to  aflift  or  allow  him  to  be  affifted  in  drawing  the  tithe, 
and  to  permit  no  proctor.  They  next  took  upon  them  to  prevent  the  colledtion 
of  parilh  celfes ; then  to  nominate  pariih  clerks,  and  in  fome  cafes  curates  ; 
to  fay  what  church  fliould  or  tliould  not  be  repaired ; and  in  one  cafe  to 
threaten  that  they  would  burn  a new  church,  if  the  old  one  were  not  given 
for  a mafs  houfe.  At  laft  they  proceeded  to  regulate  the  price  of  lands,  to 
raife  the  price  of  labour,  and  to  oppofe  the  colle6lion  of  the  hearth-money 
and  other  taxes. 

In  all  their  proceedings  they  diewed  the  greateft  addrefs,  with  a degree  of 
caution  and  circumfpe6tion,  which  was  the  more  alarming,  as  it  demonftrat- 
ed  fyftem  and  defign.  Bodies  of  50C0  of  them  have  been  feen  to  march 
through  the  country  unarmed,  and  if  met  by  any  magiftrate,  who  had  fpirit 
to  queftion  them,  tliey  had  not  offered  the  fmallefl  rudenefs  or  offence;  on 
the  contrary  they  had  allowed  perfons  charged  with  crimes,  to  be  taken 
from  amongfl  them  by  the  magiftrate  alone,  unaided  with  any  force.  Where- 
ever  they  went,  they  found  the  people  as  ready  to  take  an  oath  to  cheat  the 
clergy  as  they  ■were  to  propofe  it ; but  if  any  one  did  refift,  the  torments 
which  he  was  doomed  to  undergo,  were  too  horrible  even  for  favages  to  be 
fuppofed  guilty  of.  In  the  middle  of  the  night  he  was  dragged  from  his 
bed,  and  buried  alive  in  a grave  lined  with  thorns,  or  he  was  fet  naked  on 
horleback,  and  tied  to  a laddie  covered  with  thorns  : in  addition  to  this, 
perhaps  his  ears  were  fawed  off.  There  was  that  day  an  account  received  of 
two  military  men,  who  had  exerted  themfclves  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  be- 
ing attacked  by  a body  of  Right  Boys,  and  perhaps  murdered,  for  there  was 
l)ut  little  hope  of  their  recovering  of  their  \eounds.  The  way  in  which  the 
Right  Boys  perpetrated  that  crime,  Avas  ; the  two  men  Avere  Avalking  toge- 
ther armed,  they  fet  a dog  at  them,  Avhen  one  of  the  men  fired  ; he  had  no 
fooner  thrown  aAvay  his  fire,  than  a multitude  rufiied  upon  the  two  from  be- 
iiind  the  ditches,  and  Avouuded  them  in  a mofl  iliocking  manner. 

Upon  the  beft  enquiry,  there  Avas  not  the  leaft  ground  to  accufe  the  clergy 
of  extortion.  Far  from  receiving  the  tenth,  he  kncAv  of  no  inftance,  in 

A\’hich 
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which  they  received  the  twentieth  part.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
province  of  IMunfter,  and  that  it  was  iinpofiible  for  human  wretchednefs  to 
exceed  that  of  the  miferable  peafantry  in  that  province.  He  knew,  that  the 
unhappy  tenantry  were  ground  to  powder  by  relentlefs  landlords.  Fie  knew 
that,  far  from  being  able  to  give  the  clergy  their  juft  dues,  they  had  not  food 
or  raiment  for  themfelves  ; the  landlord  grafped  the  whole,  and  forry  was  he 
to  add,  that  not_fatisfied  with  the  prefent  extortion,  fome  landlords  had 
been  fo  bafe  as  to  inftigate  the  infurgents  to  rob  the  clergy  of  their  tithes, 
not  in  order  to  alleviate  the  diftrefles  of  the  tenantry,  but  that  they  might 
add  the  clergy’s  fhare  to  the  cruel  rack-rents  already  paid.  It  would  require 
the  utmoft  ability  of  parliament  to  come  to  the  root  of  thofe  evils.  The 
poor  people  of  Munfter  lived  in  a more  abje<5t  ftate  of  poverty  than  human 
nature  could  be  fuppofed  able  to  bear ; their  miferies  were  intolerable,  but 
they  did  not  originate  with  the  clergy ; nor  could  the  legiflature  Hand  by 
and  fee  them  take  the  redrefs  into  their  own  hands.  Nothing  could  be  done 
for  their  benefit  while  the  country  remained  in  a ftate  of  anarchy. 

Upon  the  beft  confideration  that  he  had  been  able  to  give  the  fubjeft,  two 
circumftances,  which  had  contributed  to  fpread  the  commotions,  required  to 
be  immediately  corredled. 

The  firft  was,  that  under  the  prefent  exifting  law,  the  kind  of  combination, 
which  pervaded  the  province  of  Munfter,  Avas  deemed  but  a mifdemeanor ; 
a bailable  offence,  and  no  magiftrate  could  refufe  to  take  bail  for  it. 

The  fecond  Avas,  the  infufticiency-and  criminal  neglebt  of  magiftrates 
throughout  the  great  county  of  Cork ; there  Avas  fcarcely  a magiftrate  that 
Avould  a6l.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  of  Cork,  indeed,  one  gentleman, 
i\Ir.  Mannix,  exerted  himfelf,  much  to  his  OAvn  honour  and  the  public  be- 
nefit. In  the  Aveft  of  the  county,  IMr.  Cox  alfo  behaved  Avith  great  propriet}^ 
If  other  magiftrates  had  abted  in  the  fame  manner  thefe  tw'o  gentlemen  had, 
the  commotions  Avould  not  have  exifted  for  a month.  As  to  the  grand  jury 
not  having  found  the  bill  againft  the  fiierift's  bailiff,  he  IheAved  the  inipofli- 
bility  of  framing  an  indidtment  upon  the  fabts,  he  juftified  the  croAvn  folici- 
tor,  and  moA'^ed 

“ That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  fomc  further  provifions 
” by  ftatute  are  indifpenfibly  neceftary  to  prevent  tumultuous  rifing  and  al- 
“ femblies,  and  for  the  more  adequate  and  effcclual  punilliment  of  perfons 

“ guilty 
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“ guilty  of  outrage,  riot  and  illegal  combination,  and  of  adminiftering  and 
‘‘  taking  unlawful  oaths.” 

Some  further  converfation  enfued,  in  which  the  attorney-general  affured 
the  houfe,,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  peafantry  of  iVIunfter  any  longer  to 
exift  in  the  extreme  -wretchednefs,  under  which  they  laboured.  A poor  man 
was  to  pay  61.  for  an  acre  of  potatoe  ground,  which  61.  he  was  obliged  to 
work  out  with  his  landlord  at  5d.  a day.  The  queftion  was  then  put  upon 
the  refolution,  which  palled  unanimoully,  whereupon  the  committee  reported, 
and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a bill,  confonant  to  the  tenor  of  the  refolu- 
tion. Several  gentlemen  in  the  oppofition  were  very  loud  in  declaiming 
againft  the  profufion  and  extravagance  of  the  government  expenccs : com- 
plaints Avere  fucceffively  made  againft  the  allowances  to  the  printers  ot  newf 
papers  for  inferting  proclamations  and  advertifements,  which  Avere  detri- 
mental to  the  public,  and  difgraceful  to  the  nation,  for  the  fum  of  1266/. 
for  repairing  the  road  through  the  Phoenix  Park,  through  Avhich  carts  Avere 
not  permitted  to  pafs ; for  laAV  bills  for  profecuting  Right  Boys,  for  the 
expence  of  Avitnelfes  attending  in  London  to  gh-e  evidence  concerning 
the  Irifli  propofitions,  for  building  country  houfes  for  the  officers  of  the 
croAvn,  and  other  charges  Avhich  Avere  moft  fcandaloufly  brought  againft  tlic 
public  ; they  Avere  all  defended  by  the  minifters,  and  of  courfe  none  of  the 
objeftionable  articles  Avere  difalloAved. 

Mr.  Conolly,  Avho  at  this  time  took  a very  a61;ive  part  in  the  intereft  of 
•the  poor,  and  the  Avelfare  of  his  country,  on  the  Qth  of  February,  declared 
in  the  houfe,  that  it  had  been  his  intention,  in  the  courfe  of  that  feffion,  to 
moA'ean  alteration  in  the  tax  of  hearth-money,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  dif- 
trefled  cottagers  : as  hoAre\Tr  a large  portion  of  that  defeription  of  perfons  in 
the  Ibuth  Avere  in  a ftate  of  refiftance  to  the  laAvs  of  their  country  ; he  de- 
clared he  Avould  defer  his  motion  till  the  people  ftiould  demean  themfelves 
peaceably  as  good  fubjebts.  Some  obfervations  upon  the  extreme  hardftiip 
of  this  ta.x  Avere  made  by  Mr.  Stewart,  Avhen  Mr.  Monk  Mafon  faid,  he  could 
not  bear  to  hear  the  hearth-money  fpoken  of  as  an  opprefftve  tax  : it  had 
been  paid  for  near  a century  without  complaint,  and  he  could, fee  no  reafon 
Avhy  it  Avas  on  a fudden  become  the  faftiion  to  exclaim  againft  it.  Such  re- 
fiftance from  the  treafury  bench  to  the  repeal  of  this  moft  opprefftve  tax,  Avas 
little  calculated  to  enfure  the  aft’ebtion  of  the  loAver  orders  of  fociety. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Conoll}'’  immediately  afterwards  called  the  attention  of  the  honfe  to  a 
refolution,  which  he  flattered  himfelf  would  be  unexceptionable  to  every  part 
of  it,  which  e\'ery  gentleman  who  fapported,  or  who  oppofed  government, 
every  honeft  Irilhman  and  every  honeft  Englhhman  muft  ap])rove  of.  It  was 
impoflihle,  for  any  man  to  fay,  that  running  in  del)t  could  either  ferve  Ire- 
land or  England.  If  in  time  of  peace  they  thus  coiitinued  to  run  in  debt, 
what  were  they  do  in  the  event  of  a war?  * He  then  moved,  that  the  houfe 
determined  to  put  an  end  to  the  ruinous  pradtice  of  running  in  debt,  did  the 
feflion  before  laft  vote  new  taxes  eftimated  at  140,000/.  per  aim.  and  having  on 
the  fame  principle  continued  thofe  taxes  in  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament,  then 
provided  chearfully  to  give  and  grant  the  fame  taxes  in  the  decided  expedta-^ 
tion,  that  by  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  frugal  and  juft  management  ot 
the  public  revenues,  thus  greatly  enlarged,  they  would  be  then  rendered  fuffi- 
cient  tofatisfy  the  public  expences,  without  the  further  accumulation  of  debt 
or  increafe  of  taxes.  It  pafled  without  a diflentmg  voice,  when  IMr.  Conolly 
immediately  moved,  that  the  houfe,  with  the  fpeaker,  fliould  attend  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  with  a copy  of  the  refolution  ; but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer oppofed  this  fecond  motion  as  an  indecent  parade,  and  an  intended  cen- 
fure  on  the  cliief  governor;  the  motion  \ras  withdrawn,  and  IMr.  Conolly 
was  complimented  thereupon  by  the  fecretary,  who  was  fure,  that  the  right 
honorable  member  alwa3’s  meant  right. 

The  bill  for  preventing  tumultuous  rifmgs  and  affemblies,  and  for  the  more 
effectual  pimiihment  of  perfons  guilty  of  outrage,  riot  and  illegal  combina- 
tion, and  of  adminiftering  and  taking  unlawful  oaths,  Avas  introduced  by  the 
attorney'  general,  and  was  oppofed  in  every  ftage  by  the  patriots,  who  con- 
tended, that  the  exifting  laws  were  fully  adequate  to  correft,  punifh  and 
prevent  the  abufes,  if  properly  carried  into  execution : that  to  punilli  a v hole 
nation  by  impoling  upon  them  the  moft  fevere  and  unconflitutional  laws,  on 
account  of  the  mifcondudl  of  a fmall  part  was  unjuft:  that  this  a6t  went  infi- 
nitely beyond  the  Englifh  riot  a6t ; and  woidd  be  productive  of  more  difeon- 
tent  and  confuflon,  than  then  unfort unatel^^  exifted  in  that  country.  They 

* With  circumftances,  political  opinions  often  change.  Mr.  Conolly,  who  was  one  of  the  ftaunch- 
eft  fupporters  of  the  union,  on  this  occafton,  fo  far  avowed  anti-unionifm  as  the  bafts  of  his  poli- 
tical creed,  as  to  have  voluntered  this  ftrong  aftertion : “ I uijh  to  have  it  in  our  poxver  to  ajtiji 
England,  No  man  would  do  more  for  England  than  1 would.  I would  do  any  thing  for  herjhort  of 
an  Union.  7 Par.  Deb.  133. 


admitted, 
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admitted,  that  the  South  ought  to  be  coerced:  they  lamented,  that  the  pea- 
I'antr}"  in  that  diftriel  lliould  have  invaded  perfonal  fccurity  and  undermined 
tlieir  own  liberties:  they  deplored  the  lavage  infatuation,  which  had  prompted 
them  to  outrage,  and  blullied  for  the  neccllity  of  ftrong  meafures,  to  curb  their 
lawlcflhefs.  The  hands  of  the  magiftrate  ought  to  be  ftrengthened,  though 
not  without  limitation:  the  magiftrate  Ihould  be  enabled  to  difperfe  meetings, 
that  were  notorioully  convened  for  illegal  purpofes : nor  ought  they  to  be 
admitted  to  bail,  A\ho  Ihould  have  refilled  to  difperfe:  and  they  fully  allowed, 
that  the  perfons,  who  dug  graves,  provided  gibbets,  and  indulged  in  fuch 
atrocities  Ihould  be  punilhed  capitally.  They  complained,  that  the  principal 
deviations  * from  the  Englilh  riot  adts,  were  all  founded  in  more  intenfe  fe- 

verity ; 

* Mr.  Grattan, in  his  fpeech  on  tliis  occafion  pointed  outfeveralof  thefe  deviations:  7 Par.  Deb. 
181.  Another  difference,  from  the  riot  a6t  was,  that  in  England  the  proclamation  is  obliged  to  be 
read ; but  by  this  bill,  nothing  more  was  required  of  the  magiftrate  than  to  command  tire  rioters  to 
difperfe  in  tlie  King’s  name.  If  they  did  not  difperfe  in  one  hour  death  was  the  confequence,  and 
this  he  confidered  as  putting  an  hour-glafs  in  the  hand  of  time,  to  run  a race  againft  the  lives  of  the 
people  ; and  this  was  certainly  a great  objedtion.  Another  objedtion  was,  that  if  a magiftrate  was 
flopped,  when  repairing  to  tlie  place  of  riot,  the  perfon  who  flopped  him,  would  be  guilty  of  felony ; 
that  was,  though  the  magiftrate  was  reforting  to  an  unlawful  place,  the  perfon  who  obftrudted  him, 
fliould  be  deemed  to  merit  death.  And  if  the  perfons  did  not  difperfe,  if  the  magiftrate  was  inter- 
rupted, the  reckoning  of  time  was  to  commence  from  the  moment  of  his  obftrudtion : and  ffiould  they 
continue  one  hour  they  would  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  incur  the  punilliment  of  death ; that  is,  the 
interception  of  a magiftrate,  at  a diftance  in  this  kingdom,  was  to  be  tantamount  to  the  reading  of 
a proclamation  on  the  fpot  in  England.  This  he  thought  one  of  the  fevereft  claufes  that  was  ever 
brought  forward,  or  ever  adopted.  But  even  though  this  had  been  premifed  of  the  Englilh  riot  adl, 
the  meafure  of  their  feverity  fliould  not  be  a meafure  for  the  legiflation  of  the  houfes,  if  it  fliould, 
it  would  be  bad  in  principle,  and  worfe  in  practice.  Another  claufe  of  the  bill  made  it  felony  to 
write,  print,  publilh,  fend,  or  carry  any  meflage,  letter,  or  notice,  tending  to  excite  infurreftion, 
that  is,  that  a man  who  lhall  write  or  print  any  letter  or  notice,  fliall  be  guilty — of  what  ? — of 
felony  ! I, ike  the  Draconian  laws,  this  bill  had  blood  ! blood  ! felony  ! felony  ! felony  ! in  eveiy 
period,  and  in  every  fentence.  Now  had  this  bill  been  law  for  Ibnie  time  paft,  what  would  be  the 
lituation  of  every  man,  who  printed  a newfpaper  for  nine  months  paft  } What  would  be  the  fitua- 
tion  of  every  man  who  had  written  upon  the  fubjedl  of  tithes  ! For  as  tlie  riglit  of  the  clergy  to 
tithes  is  acknowledged  to  be  founded  in  law,  and  as  the  papers  and  writers  have  argued  againft 
them,  what  would  be  the  confequence?  Who  could  tell  how  their  condudl  might  be  conftrued  in  a 
court  of  law  ? or  whether  they  might  not  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony  ? But  he  would  not  alk  who 
would  be  guilty  under  fuch  a law  j but  he  would  afk,  who  would  not  be  guilty?  A perpetual 
mutiny  bill  had  been  once  the  law  of  the  land,  and  yet  gentlemen  both  fpoke  and  wrote  againft  it 
as  dangerous,  unconftitutional,  and  beyond  tlie  power  of  parliament  to  ffindion.  Had  this  bill  been 

then 
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verity  : perpetuity  was  alfo  anotlier  objection  to  the  bill;  and  it  was  ftrongly 
tjiged,  that  this  extreme  rigour  was  not  to  l)e  handed  down  to  poltcrity  as  an 
inheritance:  nor  were  the  provinces  of  Uiftcr,  Lehriter  and  Connaught  to 
be  pun  1 died  for  their  tran(|uiUity  in  the  fame  manner  as  Munfter  was  for  its 
turbulence:  neither  Ihould  fuch  overftrctched  feverity  defeend  from  the  fa- 
tliers  to  their  children,  as  a kind  of  original  fm,  and  death  and  felony  be  fpread 
in  every  quarter  through  the  land:  Ihould  the  bill  in  its  then  form  pafs,  it 
would  become  ineftectual  from  its  exceffive  rigor:  it  would  be  the  triumph 
of  the  criminal  and  the  ftigma  of  the  laws.  The  attorney  general  fupported 
the  deviations  from  the  Englilh  riot  act : but  abandoned  the  claufe  directing 

then  law,  they  wonld  have  all  been  gnilty  of  felony,  and  fuffered  death.  Who  could  tell  in  what 
manner  the  words,  fend i/ig  fo  excite  dijhirbancc  might  be  interpreted?  The  claufe,  refpecting.the 
taking  of  arms,  and  ammunition,  or  money  to  purchafe  them,  he  obferved,  to  bear  a fimilarity  to 
the  white  boy  act;  but  the  white  boy  a<T  was  more  guarded.  He  then  looked  to  the  claufe,  that 
rel'peiEled  the  proftrating  places  of  public  worlhip,  and  was  remarkably  pointed  and  fevere  upon  it. 
He  conlidered  it  as  caffing  a ftain  of  impiety  on  the  whole  nation,  and  enjoining  the  magiftrates  to 
commit  that  very  adt  of  violence,  which  is  punilhed  with  death  in  the  peafantry.  It  was  a revival 
of  the  penal  laws,  and  that  in  the  moft  dangerous  and  exceptionable  part.  He  called  upon  gentle- 
men to  confider,  that  they  had  no  eharge  againft  the  Catholics  to  warrant  this  meafure;  to  conllder, 
that  they  had  not  fo  much  as  caufe  for  fufpicion  of  them;  to  confider,  if  they  were  a popilli  peafantry, 
they  were  adtuated  by  no  popifh  motive ; to  confider,  that  public  thanks  had  been  returned  to  the 
principal  perfon  of  the  catholic  religion  in  that  country,  for  his  manly  exertions  to  maintain  the 
public  peace  and  to  protedl  the  rights  of  the  eftabliflied  clergy;  and  he  thought,  if  there  were  any 
thing  facred  or  binding  in  religion,  it  would  operate  fuccefsfully  againft  the  prefent  meafure;  for  it 
would  caft  a ftigma  on  the  proteftant  religion. 

He  had  heard,  he  faid,  of  tranfgrefibrs  being  dragged  from  the  fiindfuary,  but  he  never  heard  of 
the  fandtuary  being  demolilhed.  It  went  fo  far  as  to  hold  out  the  laws  as  a fandlion  to  facrilege. 
If  the  Roman  Catholics  were  of  a different  religion,  yet  they  had  one  common  God  and  one  common 
Saviour  with  gentlemen  themfelves ; and  furely  the  God  of  the  Proteftant  temple,  was  the  God  of  the 
Catholic  temple.  What  then  did  the  claufe  enact?  That  the  magiflrate  fliould  pull  down  the  temple 
of  his  God,  and  Ihould  it  be  rebuilt,  and  as  often  as  it  was  rebuilt  for  three  years,  he  fhould  again 
proftrate  it,  and  fo  proceed,  in  repetition  of  his  abominations,  and  thus  fiab  the  criminal  through 
the  fides  of  his  God : a new  idea  indeed  ! But  this  was  not  all,  tlie  magifirate  was  to  fell  by  audtion 
the  altar  of  the  divinity  to  pay  for  the  facrilege,  that  had  been  committed  on  his  houfe.  By  prevent- 
ing the  chapel  from  being  erefted,  he  contended,  that  we  mufi:  prohibit  the  exercife  of  religion  for 
three  years;  and  that  to  remedy  difiurbance  we  retorted  to  irreligion,  and  endeavoured  to  efiablilh 
it  by  aiSl  of  parliament.  A commillion  of  tbe  peace  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  a clergyman,  and 
this  claufe  firft  occafion  him  to  preclude  the  practice  of  religion  for  three  years,  then  involve  him  in 
vile  abominations,  and  afterwards  he  mufi:  preach  peace  upon  earth  and  good  will  towards  men. 


voL.  n. 
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the  magiftrates  to  deniolilli  theRomanCatholic  chapels,  in  which  any  combina- 
tions Ihouki  have  been  formed  or  an  unlawful  oath  adminiftered.  The  debate 
was  carried  on  with  great  w'armth  on  both  Tides  to  a late  liour.  Mr.  Orde, 
the  fecretary,  particularly  remarked,  that  he  never  could  have  concurred  in 
the  claufe  for  pulling  dowm  the  chapels,  and  was  therefore  happy,  that  it 
had  been  abandoned  by  his  friend.  He  lamented,  that  any  thing  lliould 
have  appeared  in  print,  purporting,  that  thofe  infurredions  had  arifen  I'rom  a 
popilh  confpiracy:  he  declai’ed,  he  not  only  did  not  believe  it,  but  in  fome 
places  he  could  fay;  he  knew  it  not  to  be  true:  and  affirmed,  that  the  infur- 
gents  had  in  fome  places  deprived  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  one  half  of 
their  income.  That  in  refpecl  to  the  book  of  a Right  Rev.  Prelate,  (the 
Bifliop  of  Cloyne)  though  he  differed  from  him  in  fome  of  his  opinions,  he 
thought  highly  of  his  ability  and  upright  intentions 

Mr.  Forbes 

* iVIr.  Curran,  in  his  fpeech,  had  particularly  noticed  the  attempts  to  exagerate  the  didurbances 
of  Munfter,  and  to  dye  them  with  a religious  tint,  and  he  thence  took  an  occafion  to  advert,  for  a 
moment,  to  the  ecclefaftical  policy  of  Ireland  for  centuries  pad  (7  Par.  Deb.  193)  The  Church  of 
Ireland,  faid  he,  has  been  in  the  hands  of  dfangers,  advanced  to  the  mitre,  not  for  their  virtues  or 
their  knowledge,  but  quartered  upon  this  country,  through  their  own  fervility  or  the  caprice  of 
their  benefa«dors,  inclined  naturally  to  opprefs  us,  to  hate  us,  and  to  defame  us  j while  the  real 
duties  of  our  religion  have  been  performed  by  our  own  native  clergy,  wdio,  w'ith  all  the  finer  feel- 
ings of  gentlemen  and  fcholars,  have  been  obliged  to  do  the  drudgery  of  their  profeffion  for  forty 
or  at  mod  fifty  pounds  a year,  without  tire  means  of  being  liberal,  from  their  poverty,  and  without 
the  hope  of  advancing  themfelves  by  their  learning  or  their  virtues,  in  a country  where  preferment 
was  notorioudy  not  to  be  attained  by  either.  On  this  ground  he  vindicated  the  great  body  of  the 
native  acting  clergy  of  Ireland,  from  any  imputation,  becaufe  of  the  fmall  progrefs  which  protedant- 
ifm  had  made  among  them  : The  pride  of  epifcopacy,  and  the  low  date,  to  which  our  miniders  of 
the  gofpel  v/ere  reduced,  abundantly  accounted  for  it.  Their  diftreffes  and  opprellion,  he  faid, 
were  the  real  objefls  of  parliamentary  confideration  ; and  we  could  not  interfere  in  the  manner  now 
propofed,  without  expofing  them  to  the  mod  imminent  danger. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  nature  of  the  didurbances  in  the  fouth.  He  could  not  judify  thefe  out- 
rages ; they  ought  to  be  punilhed,  but  we  ought  not  to  forget  that  w'e  had  ourfelves  exprefsly 
admitted  that  they  had  proceeded  from  the  fupinenefs  of  magidrates  and  the  oppreffion  of  landlords. 
But  now,  he  faid,  an  aft  like  this  would  be  a proclamation  of  a religious  war  in  the  kingdom.  A 
publication  had  been  indudrioudy  circulated  through  a number  of  editions,  dating  that  a fcheme 
was  formed  between  the  Catholics  and  Prefbyterians,  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  edablilhed  religion 
and  conditution ; and  the  former  were  gravely  informed  that  their  religion  abfolved  them  from  all 
tie  of  allegiance  to  the  date,  or  obfervance  of  their  oaths.  And  this,  he  faid,  was  not  an  opinion 
pronounced  upon  light  authority,  it  was  the  deliberate  alTertion  of  a Reverend  Prelate,  whofe  judg- 
ment on  one  of  the  abftrufed  points  of  our  common  law,  had  been  oppofed  and  w'ith  fuccefs  to  that 
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Mr.  Forbes  with  undaunted  perfeverance  again  brought  in  his  bill  for  limit- 
ing penfions.  A penfion  bill  had  at  all  times  been  a favourite  objcdt  of  the 
patriots:  but  every  former  effort  to  procure  it  had,  like  tlie  prefent,  proved 
abortive.  He  contended,  that  from  tlie  mode  of  refiftance  offered  by  the 
enemies  to  that  meafure  both  in  that  and  the  preceding  feffion,  he  was  war- 
ranted in  concluding,  that  the  majority  of  the  houfe  admitted  the  principle 
of  the  bill:  they  would  not  otherwife  have  moved  to  adjourn  it  to  a diftant 
clay,  but  have  met  it  with  a diredt  negative.  He  urged  it  upon  the  double 
principle  of  oeconomy  and  conftitution,  and  complained  of  penfions  granted 
during  pleafure  to  members  of  parliament  even  fince  the  laft  feffion.  Several 
gentlemen  of  the  oppofition  made  very  long  and  animated  fpeeches  upon  the 
abufes  of  the  penhon  lift,  not  only  by  rewarding  demerit  and  infamy,  and  by 
corrupting  the  members  of  that  houfe  in  particular  by  doubling  the  penfions 
of  thofe,  who  before  poffeffed  them:  but  by  introducing  a new  fpecies  of 
proftitution  into  that  lift,  by  the  previous  grant  of  honors  and  titles,  for  the 
direct  purpofe  of  engTafting  penfions  upon  them.  The  Chancellor  of' the 
Exchquer,  IMr.  Monk  Mafon,  and  Sir  Henry  Cavendifh  were  the  only  oppo- 
fers  of  the  bill,  who  fpoke  to  the  cpieftion:  the  firft  alleged,  that  as  a limilar 
bill  had  before  been  rejeftedby  that  houfe,  and  nothing  had  happened  to  render 
that  proper  then,  vdiieh  had  before  been  improper,  he  lliould  move  to  have  it 

of  our  venerable  chancellor,  who  was  perhaps  the  ableft  common  lawyer  in  either  kingdom,  except 
only  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  not  of  the  profeffion;  he  then  examined  the  juftice  of  the  learned 
huthor’s  publication,  which  he  condemned  as  founded  on  illiberality  and  mifreprefentation,  and 
tending  to  obtlrudt  the  advancement  of  our  religion,  and  to  annihilate  the  provilion  of  theeftablilhed 
clergy  5 and  tending  alfo,  manifeftly  to  revive  the  dilTentions,  from  which  we  had  fo  recently- 
emerged,  and  to  plunge  us  into  the  barbarifm,  from  which  we  were  emerging,  or  perhaps  to  imbrue 
us  in  thebloodthed  of  a religious  war. 

He  faid,  that  however  the  public  may  excufe  the  effedts  of  miftaken  zeal  in  the  reverend  writer, 
this  houfe  would  be  degraded  below  itfelf,  if  it  Ihould  adopt  fo  filly  an  intolerance,  or  fo  abjedl  a 
panic.  He  faid,  that  this  law  would  render  the  eftabliflied  church  odious  to  the  country,  and  of 
courfe,  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the  eftablillied  religion  ; that  it  would  expofe  the  maintenance  of  the 
great  body  of  the  clergy,  to  be  ftripped  of  the  fcanty  pittance,  to  which  the  cruelly  unequal  diftribu- 
tion  of  chur'ch  revenues  had  confined  them ; that  it  would  involve  us  in  all  the  horrors  of  religious 
war;  would  throw  us  back  into  the  miferies  of  a weak,  a licentious  and  a divided  people;  it  would 
be  a repeal  of  the  acts,  which  our  wifdom  had  made  in  favour  of  our  catholic  brethren,  in  admitting 
them  to  the  natural  rights  of  fellow  fubjedts  and  fellow  chriflians.  He  therefore  thought  himfelf 
bound  as  a man  anxious  for  thfe  rights  of  die  country^,  for  its  peace,  its  religion,  and  its  morals,  to 
rote  againft  the  committing  of  the  bill. 
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read  a fecond  time  on  tlie  ill  ot'Auguft:  tlie  fecond  alfo  infifted,  that  the  new 
bill  ought  to  be  tbundcd  on  Ibme  abtual  aljule,  and  none  had  been  proved  ^ 
and  tlie  third  faid,  the  bill  went  too  far:  the  heft  way  Avould  be  to  take  the 
penfioners  fingly,  every  man  upon  liis  own  merit.  The  fportfinan  who  fired 
at  the  whole  covey,  feldom  hit  a feather.  In  confonance  with  this  idea,  ]\Ir. 
Jones  fiiid,  that  had  he  not  full  confidence,  that  the  houfe  would  from  its 
moderation  adopt  the  bill,  he  fiioidd  have  moved,  as  an  amendment:  that  an 
enquiry  might  be  made  into  the  character,  circumftances,  and  fituation  of  the 
perfons,  to  whom  penfions  were  then  paid.  The  bill  was  loft  by  a divifion  of 
129  againft  65. 

On  the  13th  of  IMarch,  1787,  iMr.  Grattan,  vho  appears  to  have  been 
equally  anxious  to  check  the  lawlelfnefs,  and  relieve  the  diftrefl’es  of  the  poor, 
brought  forward  the  fubject  of  tithes.  In  that  feflion  they  had  on  the  fub- 
jebt  of  tumults,  made  fome  progrefs,  though  not  much.  It  had  been  ad- 
mitted, that  fuch  a thing  did  exift,  among  the  lower  order  of  people,  as 
diltrefs  ; they  had  condemned  their  violence,  they  had  made  provifions  for  its 
punifinnent,  but  they  had  admitted  alfo,  that  the  pcafantry  were  ground  to 
the  earth ; they  had  admitted  the  fact  of  tliftrefs ; they  had  acknowledged, 
that  this  diltrefs  Ihould  make  part  of  the  parliamentary  eiujuiry ; they  had 
thought  proper  indeed  to  poftponc  the  da}",  but  were  agreed,  notwithftanding, 
in  two  things,  the  exiftence  of  prefent  diltrefs,  and  the  necefiity  of  future  re- 
medy. Thefyftein  offupporting  the  clergy  was  liable  to  radical  objections  ; 
in  the  fouth,  it  went  againft  the  fiilt  principle  of  human  exiftence;  in  the 
fouth  they  tithed  potatoes.  The  pcafant  paid  often  7/-  an  acre  for  land,  got 
6d.  a day  for  his  labour,  and  paid  from  eight  to  twelve  Ihillings  for  his  tithe. 
That  fact  was  fufficient  to  call  for  their  interference  : it  attacked  cultivation 
in  its  cradle,  and  tithetl  the  loweft,  the  molt  general,  and  the  molt  compaf- 
lionate  fnbfiftence  of  human  life.  That  was  the  more  fevcrely  felt,  becaule 
chiefly  confined  to  the  fouth,  one  of  the  great  regions  of  poverty.  In  Con- 
naught, potatoes  paid  no  tithe,  ill  the  north  a moderate  modus  took  place; 
but  in  the  fouth  they  paid  a great  tithe,  and  in  the  fouth  they  had  perpetual 
dilturbanccs.  The  tithe  of  potatoes  was  not  the  only  diltrefs;  6/.  or  7f-  an 
acre  for  land,  and  6^/.  a day  for  labour,  were  alfo  caufes  of  mifery ; but  the 
addition  of  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  lliillings  tithe,  to  the  two  other  caufes, 
was  a very  great  aggravation  of  that  mifery  ; nor  was  it  becaufe  they  could 
not  well  interfere  in  regulating  the  rent  of  land  or  price  of  labour,  that  they 
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therefore  flioiild  not  interfere  Avlicre  they  could  regulate  and  relie\  e ; why 
they  Ihould  fuffer  a moft  heavy  tithe  to  be  added  to  the  high  price  of  rent 
and  the  Ioav  price  of  labour  ; it  was  a falfe  fLH)pofition,  that  a diminution  of 
the  tithe  of  potatoes  Avould  be  only  an  augmentation  of  the  rent,  for  rent 
was  not  higher  in  counties  where  potatoes  were  not  tithed,  nor  could  an  ex- 
ilting  leafe  be  cancelled  and  the  rent  increafetl  by  the  diminilhing  or  taking 
oft' the  tithe  : neither  Avas  there  any  fimilitude  betAveen  tithe  and  rent,  Avhieh 
Avould  juftify  the  comparifon  ; rent  Avas  jiayment  for  land,  tithe  payment  for 
capital  and  labour  expended  on  land;  the  proportion  of  rent  diminiihed  Avith 
the  proportion  of  the  produee,  that  is,  of  the  induftry ; the  proportion  of 
tithe  increafed  Avith  the  induftry,  rent  therefore,  even  a high  rent,  might  be 
a compulfion  on  labour,  and  tithe  a penalty.  The  cottier  paid  tithe,  and 
the  grazier  did  not ; the  rieh  grazier,  Avith  a A'ery  beneficial  leafe,  and  Avith- 
out  any  fyftem  of  hulbandry,  Avas  exempted,  and  thrcAv  the  parfon  on  labour 
and  poA’erty.  As  this  was  againft  the  firft  prineiple  of  hulbandry,  fo  another 
regulation  Avas  againft  the  firft  prineiple  of  manufaHure ; they  tithed  flax, 
rape  and  hemp,  the  rudiments  of  manufaclure.  Hence,  in  the  north,  they 
had  no  flax  farmers,  though  many  cultivated  flax.  You  gave  a premium  for 
the  groAvth  of  flax,  a premium  for  the  land  carriage  and  export  of  corn,  and 
they  gave  the  parfon  the  tithe  of  the  land,  labour,  and  cultiA  ation  occupied 
therein,  contrary  to  the  profperity  of  either ; as  far  as  they  had  fettled  they 
Avere  wrong,  and  A\  rong  Avhere  they  had  unfettlcd.  What  A\  as  the  tithe  Avas 
one  (lueftion,  Avhat  av  us  titheable  another.  Claims  had  been  made  to  the  tithe 
of  turf,  the  tithe  of  roots,  modufes  had  been  difputed,  litigation  had  been 
added  to  opprelfion,  the  bufmefs  had  been  ever  ihamcfully  negledfed  by  par- 
liament, and  had  been  left  to  be  regulated,  more  or  lefs,  by  the  dexterity  of 
the  tithe  proClor,  and  the  violence  of  the  pariih  ; fo  that  diftrefs  had  not  been 
confined  to  the  people,  it  had  extended  to  the  parfon  ; their  fyftem  Avas  not 
only  againft  the  firft  principle  of  human  exiftence,  againft  the  firft  principle 
of  good  hulbandry,  againft  the  firft  principle  of  manufacture,  againft  the  firft 
principle  of  public  quiet,  it  AV'cntalfo  againft  the  feenrity  and  dignity  of  the 
clergy.  Their  cafe  had  been  reduced  to  two  propofitions,  that  they  Avere  not 
fupported  by  the  real  tithes  or  the  tenths ; and  that  they  Avere  fupported  by  a 
degrading  annual  contra<5t ; the  real  tithe  or  tenth  is  therefore  unneceflary 
for  their  fupport,  for  they  had  done  Avithout  it;  and  the  annual  contradl  Avas 
improper  by  their  OAvn  admiffion,  and  the  interference  of  parliament  proper 
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therefore.  Certainly  the  annual  contra6l  was  below  the  dignity  of  a clergy- 
man ; he  was  to  make  a bargain  with  the  fquire,  the  farmer,  and  the  peafant, 
on  a fnhjedl  which  the}'  did,  and  he  did  not  underlland  : the  more  his  huma- 
nity and  his  erudition  the  lefs  his  income;  it  was  a frtnation  ndiere  the  par- 
fon’s  property  fell  n ith  his  virtues,  and  rofe  with  his  bad  qualities.  Juft  fo 
the  parifliioner  ; he  loft  by  being  ingenuous,  and  he  faved  by  didionefty.  The 
pallor  of  the  peojde  was  made  a fpy  on  the  hulbandman  ; he  was  reduced  to 
become  the  annual  teaziug  contractor  and  litigant  with  a flock,  among  whom, 
he  was  to  extend  religion  by  his  perfonal  popularity ; an  agent  became  ne- 
celfary  for  him,  it  relieved  him  in  this  fituation,  and  this  agent  or  proClor 
involved  him  in  new  odium  and  new  difputes;  the  fquire  not  feldom  defrauded 
him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  in  repofe  and  protection,  and  to  reprife  on 
the  cottier,  fo  that  it  often  happened,  that  the  clergyman  did  not  receive  the 
thirtieth,  and  the  peafant  paid  more  than  the  tenth  ; the  natural  refult  of 
that,  was  a fyftem,  which  made  the  parfon  dependent  on  the  rich  for  his  re- 
pofe, and  on  the  poor  for  his  fubfiftence.  The  fpirit  of  many  clergymen, 
and  the  juftice  of  many  country  gentlemen,  refifted  fuch  an  evil  in  many 
cafes,  but  the  evil  was  laid  in  the  law,  which  it  was  their  duty  and  intereft  to 
regulate.  From  a fituation  fo  ungracious,  from  the  difgrace  and  l(;fs  of 
making  in  his  own  perfon  a little  bargain  with  fquires,  farmers,  and  peafants, 
of  each  and  every  defeription,  and  from  non-relidence,  the  parfon  was  obliged 
to  take  refuge  in  the  aftiftance  of  a character,  by  name  a tithe  farmer,  and  by 
profeftion  an  extortioner ; that  extortioner  became  part  of  the  eftablilhment 
of  the  church  ; by  intereft  and  fttuation,  there  were  two  deferiptions  of  men 
he  was  hire  to  defraud ; the  one  was  the  parfon,  and  the  other  the  people ; he 
collected  fometimes  at  fifty  per  cent,  he  gave  the  clergyman  lefs  than  he 
ought  to  receive,  and  took  from  the  peafants  more  than  they  ought  to  pay  ; 
he  was  not  an  agent,  who  was  to  colleCt  a certain  rent,  he  was  an  adventurer, 
who  gave  a certain  rate  for  the  privilege  of  making  a bad  ufe  of  an  unfettled 
claim ; that  claim,  over  the  powers  of  collection,  and  Avhat  was  teazing  or 
provoking  in  the  law,  was  in  his  hand  an  inftrument  not  of  juftice  but  of 
ufury  ; he  foijretimes  fet  the  tithes  to  a fecond  tithe  farmer,  fo  tliat  the  land 
became  a prey  to  a fubordination  of  vultures. 

In  arbitrary  countries  the  revenue  was  •colleCled  by  men,  who  farmed  it, 
and  it  was  a mode  of  oppreflion  the  moft  fevere;  in  the  moft  arbitrary  country 
the  farming  of  the  revenue  was  given  to  the  Jews.  They  introduced  that  prac- 
tice 
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tice  into  thecolieciion  of  tithes,  and  the  tithe  farmer  frequently  called  in  aid  of 
chrihianity  tlie  arts  of  the  fynagogue  ; obnoxious  on  account  of  all  that,  the 
unoffending  clergyman  thrown  off  the  rich  upon  the  poor,  cheated  exceed- 
ingly by  his  tithe  farmer,  and  afterwards  involved  in  his  odium,  became  an 
objedl  of  outrage  ; his  property  and  perfon  were  both  attacked,  and  in  both 
the  religion  and  laws  of  the  country  fcandalized  and  difgraced.  The  fame 
caufe,  which  produced  a violent  attaek  on  the  clergyman  among  the  lower 
order  of  the  community,  produced  among  fome  of  the  higher  orders  a languor 
and  neutrality  in  defending  him.  Thus  outraged  and  forfaken  he  came  to 
parliament;  they  abhorred  the  barbarity,  they  puniflied  the  tumult,  they  ac- 
knowledged the  injury,  but  they  were  afraid  of  adminiftering  any  radical  or 
effedlual  relief ; becaufe  they  were  afraid  of  the  claims  of  the  church;  they 
claimed  the  tenth  of  Avhatever  by  capital,  induftry,  or  premium,  was  pro- 
duced from  land.  One  thoufand  men  claimed  this ; and  they  claimed  this 
without  any  ftipulation,  for  what  appears  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  the  re- 
pair of  the  church,  or  even  the  refidence  of  the  preacher.  Alarmed  at  the 
extent  of  fuch  a claim,  they  conceived,  that  the  difficulty  of  colleftion  Avas 
their  fecurity,  and  feared  to  give  pov’ers,  which  might  be  neceffary  for  the 
colledtion  of  cuftomary  tithes,  left  the  clergy  Ihould  ufe  thofe  poAvers  for  the 
enforcing  of  a long  catalogue  of  dangerous  pretenfions.  They  had  reafon 
for  that  apprehenfion ; and  the  laft  claufe  in  the  Riot  A6l  had  prompted  a 
clergyman  in  the  fouth  to  demand  the  tithe  of  agiftment,  and  to  attempt  to 
rencAV  a confufion,  Avhich  their  a61  intended  to  compofe.  The  prefen t ftate 
of  the  clergyman  Avas,  that  he  could  not  colledi  his  cuftomary  tithe  Avithout 
the  interference  of  parliament,  and  parliament  could  not  interfere  Avithout 
making  a general  regulation,  left  any  affiftance  then  given  ftiould  be  applied 
to  the  enforcement  of  dormant  claims,  ambiguous  and  unlimited. 

Thus  the  fituation  of  the  clergy,  as  Avell  as  of  the  people,  called  on  the 
houfe  to  take  up  at  large  the  fubjedl  of  the  tithe.  They  had  tAvo  grounds  for 
fuch  an  inA^eftigation,  the  diftrefs  of  the  clergy,  and  the  diftrefs  of  the  people. 

lie  then  moved  the  folloAving  refolution  : “ That  if  it  appear,  at  the  com- 
“ mencement  of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament,  that  public  tranquillity  has 
“ been  reftored  in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  that  have  lately  been  difturb- 
“ ed,  and  due  obedience  paid  to  the  laAvs,  this  houfe  Avill  take  into  eonfidera- 
“ tion  the  fubjedt  of  tithes,  and  endeavour  to  form  fome  plan  for  the  lio- 
“ norable  fupport  of  the  clergy,  and  the  eafe  of  the  people.” 
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]\fr.  Secretary  Orclc  difFercd  from  ^Ir.  Grattan,  andinfifted,  that  in  the  cx- 
ifting  circnmftanccs  of  the  country  it  was  iinpolfible  in  any  degree  to  hold 
out  an  cxpeclation,  that  the  houfe  would  even  enter  upon  the  fubject.  Sir 
Henry  Harftonge  feconded  i\Ir.  Grattan's  motion,  becaufe  the  people  was 
admitted  on  all  hands  to  fuffer  great  hardihips  and  opprclhon.  The  debate 
was  continued  w'ith  much  animation  to  a very  late  hour  : and  feveral  of  the 
gentlemen,  who  ufually  voted  with  Mr.  Grattan,  expretfed  their  wii'hes,  that 
he  would  withdraw  his  motion.  This  brought  him  up  again  at  a very  late 
liour  ; and  he  obferved,  that  the  fubject  had  been  agitated  in  fuch  a variety 
of  different  ways,  and  oppofed  by  fo  many  gentlemen,  that  even  at  that  late 
hour  of  the  night  he  felt  himfelf  under  the  necelfity  of  making  foine  obferva- 
tions ; and  at  the  fame  time  he  aifured  the  houfe,  that  nothing  but  a con- 
t'ibtion  of  the  propriety  of  the  motion  could  make  him  refift  the  wiflies  of  fo 
many  gentlemen,  whom  perfonally  he  loved  and  refpected  ; but  he  fliould 
appear  a very  light  man,  Avere  he,  by  withdrawing  the  motion,  to  give  any 
ground  to  fuppofe,  that  he  had  taken  up  the  fubjetl  without  the  moft  ma- 
ture confideration,  or  that  he  would  hazard  fuch  a motion  without  duly 
confidering  its  confequences.  This  was  not  the  cafe ; and  therefore  it  tvas 
not  the  fmallnefs  of  the  minority,  in  which  he  might  be  found,  that  would 
induce  him  to  relinquifli  a meafure  arifing  from  juftice,  mercy,  and  true  po- 
licy. The  only  elfe6l  a defeat  on  that  occafion  could  produce  would  be,  to 
confirm  him  in  a refolution  of  doing  in  the  next  feffion  that,  rvhich  the  litua- 
tion  of  the  church  and  the  people  required.  He  had  the  utmoft  veneration, 
loA'e,  and  refpecjt  for  the  church,  which  he  was  determined  to  prove,  not  by 
words  only,  but  by  acts.  He  had  heard,  indeed,  very  plaufible  profeflions  of 
regard  to  the  church ; but  while  they  remained  mere  words,  unaccompanied 
by  deeds,  he  fliould  pay  little  regard  to  them.  He  was  determined  to  prove 
his  affection  to  the  church  by  his  actions,  by  fecuring  her  minifters  in  an 
honorable  affluent  independence,  and  by  removing  every  caufe  of  difpute  that 
could  endanger  their  perfons  or  properties. 

He  could  have  tviflied,  that  government  had  not  taken  any  part  in  the  bti- 
fmefs.  He  could  not  fee  Avhat  an  Englifli  cabinet,  or  an  Irilh  fecretary,  had 
to  do  with  it.  The  gentlemen  of  the  country  knew  heft  their  own  fitiiation  ; 
it  fliould  therefore  have  been  left  to  them.  On  the  riot  bill  the  houfe  had  re- 
Iblved  themfelves  into  a committee  on  that  jiart  of  the  lord  lieutenant’s 
fpeech,  Avhich  refpc6fed  the  difturbanccs ; they  did  not,  hoAvever,  examine  at 
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all,  whether  there  were  any  dhlnrbances,  but  they  adopted  a meafure  inore 
adapted  to  an  adult  fedition  than  to  the  fupprerilon  of  a flying  peafantry. 
However,  as  minilters  were  rcfponfiblc  for  the  quiet  of  the  country,  the  tnea- 
fure  was  agreed  to  ; but  having  done  fo,  it  certainly  was  now  neceffary  to 
enquire  into  the  dihrelfcs  of  the  people,  to  enquire  into  their  grievances  after 
they  had  become  coerced  into  obedience,  after  it  had  been  declared  by  fome 
of  the  firft  officers  of  the  ftate,  and  allowed  by  every  one,  that  they  were 
bowed  down  with  mifery,  and  ground  to  powder  with  oppreffion ; after  they 
had  palled  a law  to  Ihoot,  and  to  hang,  and  to  whip,  and  to  banilli,  and  to 
imprifon  them,  could  it  be  thought  too  foon  to  enquire  into  their  grie- 
vances ? It  might,  indeed,  be  too  late,  but  the  dignity  of  parliament  w'ould  be 
injured.  And  how  has  the  right  honorable  gentleman  maintained  that  dig- 
nity ? By  fealing  up  the  lips  of  the  majority,  and  pronouncing  his  veto  againll 
companion,  I lliould  have  willied,  continued  he,  he  had  not  rifen,  or  that 
the  imperial  veto  had  not  fealed  up  the  fprings  of  humanity. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  exoneration  of  potatoes  from  tithe  would  be  of 
no  advantage  to  the  poor,  Tl'here  had  gentleman  learned  that  do6lrine  ? 
Certainly  not  in  the  report  of  Lord  Carhampton.  Cr  would  they  fay,  that 
taking  fixteen  ffiillings  an  acre  off  potatoes  is  no  benefit  to  the  miferahle  man, 
who  depends  on  them  as  his  only  food  ? 

It  had  been  admitted,  that  fome  tithes  are  illegal,  fuch  as  thofe  on  turf, 
and  the  poor  man  was  advifed  to  inffitute  a law-fuit  for  relief.  Were  gen- 
tlemen ferious  when  they  gave  that  advice  ? or  would  they  point  out,  how  the 
man,  who  earned  five  pence  a day  was  to  cope  with  the  wealthy  tithe  farmer 
that  opprefled  him  ? 

It  had  been  faid,  they  diould  not  pay  any  regard  to  people  in  a ftate  of  re- 
liftance ; that  it  would  be  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  parliament,  and  that 
they  Ihould  apply  in  proper  form.  He  laughed  at  fuch  language  ; there  could 
never  be  a time  when  it  was  improper  for  the  legillature  .to  do  juftice,  ]\Ir, 
Grattan’s  motion  was  then  fuperfeded  without  a divilion. 

When  the  bill  for  better  executing  the  laws,  and  for  the  better  prefervation 
of  the  peace  within  the  counties  at  large  Avas  read  a fecond  time,  it  n as  warmly 
oppofed  by  feveral  of  the  patriots:  Mr.  Griffith*  was  unwilling  it  ffiould  be 

brought 


*■  This  gentleman  was  very  vehement  in  his  expreflions  on  this  occafion.  7 Par.  Deb.  p.  445. 
•He  objefted  againft  going  into  a bill  of  that  importance,  in  a houle  conlifting  of  not  one  third  of 
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brought  forward  before  fo  thin  a lioufe  : Sir  EdM'ard  Crofton  oppofed  it  on 
the  fame  grouiKl,  as  well  as  upon  the  unconllitutional  tendency  of  the  meafure. 
Mr..  Conolly  entertained  tlie  moft  ferions  apprehenfions  from  putting  the 
country  under  an  armed  marechaulfee,  by  making  couftables  dependent  upon 
government  for  their  falaries.  He  had,  he  faid,  aiked  the  attorney  general, 
when  the  Riot  A6l  was  introduced,  whether  it  were  intended  to  be  followed 
up  with  a general  police  bill;  and  the  right  honorable  gentleman  had  faid  it 
was  not.  The  attorney  general  ftill  perlifted,  that  no  fuch  thing  was  in- 
tended, and  he  pledged  himlelf  to  provein  the  committee,  that  the  bill  then 
before  them  had  no  fuch  tendency.  Mr.  Conolly  profelied  himfelf  anxious 
to  have  the  laws  ftriclly  executed,  though  in  a conftitutional  way.  He  al- 
Avays  approved  of  a Riot  Aft,  and  Avas  confirmed  in  that  opinion  by  the  late 


the  members,  and  moft  of  thofe  prefent  were  aids  de  camp,  fearchers,  packers,  gaugers,  placemen 
of  all  deferiptions,  and  penfioners.  And  that  it  was  highly  indecent  at  that  time  to  prefs  forward 
a bill  of  fuch  confequence,  a bill,  which  created  thirty-two  additional  judges,  which  annulled  fix 
hundred  magiftrates,  w'hicli  raifed  an  army  of  three  thoufand  foldiers,  under  the  name  of  conftables, 
and  changed  the  adminiftration  of  the  juftice  of  the  country.  ]\Tr.  John  O’Neile  faid  the  bill  would 
raife  a body  of  five  thoufand  fub  conftables,  which  was  equal  to  one  full  third  of  the  ftandingarmy, 
and  had  but  tw'o  objects,  viz.  to  increafe  the  patronage  of  the  crown,  and  to  overawe  the  people. 
Mr.  Charles  O'Neilc  was  vehement  in  the  fupport  of  the  bill. 

On  the  further  progrefs  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  very  tauntingly  upbraided  the  gentlemen  on 
the  oppofition  bench,  for  their  filence,  as  if  proceeding  from  inability  and  ignorance,  which  w'as  highly 
refented  by  Mr.  John  O’Neile  and  Mr.  Conolly  : the  former  reminded  the  attorney-general  of  feve- 
ral  unconftitutional a£ts  brought  in  by  him,  fomeof  which  ftill  difgraced  the  ftatute  books:  namely, 
the  bill  for  fecuring  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which  deprived  the  fubjeft  of  his  birth-right  j a trial  by 
jury  j and  vefted  in  the  magiftrate  the  executive  of  judicial  powers,  making  him,at  once  the  judge, 
who  was  to  prefide,  the  jury  to  deliberate,  and  the  executioner,  who  w'as  to  punith  : his  profe- 
cutions  by  attachment,  which  met  with  the  loud  and  general  condemnation  of  all  ranks  of  men  and 
of  lawyers  fully  as  able  as  himfelf,  which  alfo  deprived  the  fubje6t  of  his  birth-right,  the  trial  by 
jury  : and  laftly,  his  bill  to  prevent  tumultuous  rifings  as  it  firft  ftood,  enjoining  the  proftration  of 
thehoufes  bf  religious  worfliip,  w'hich  would  have  driven  two-thirds  of  the  people  to  defpair,  mad- 
nefs,  and  rebellion.  He  warned  miniftry  to  defift  from  that  overbearing  exultation,  with  which  they 
carried  queftions  by  their  majorities,  and  infolently  attempted  to  run  down  country  gentlemen  from 
ftanding  up  in  fupport  of  their  opprelfed  countrymen.  Mr.  Conolly  obferved,  that  a country  gen- 
tleman might  be  well  excufed,  if,  in  his  zeal  to  ferve  the  country,  he  fell  into  fome  error  upon  the 
conftitution  : but  no  apology  could  be  made  for  the  law  officer  of  the  crown,  at  the  head  of  his  own 
profelfion,  who,  to  feduce  that  houfe,  openly  afterted  fo  falfe  a fa6t,  as  that  in  giving  them  that  bill, 
he  was  giving  them  the  law  of  Great  Britain,  where  conftables  were  not  made  and  paid  by  govern- 
ment, The  attorney-general  made  a full  apology  to  Mr.  O’Neile.  7 Pari.  Debates,  p.  474. 
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Marquis  of  Rockingham,  the  known  friend  to  liberty,  who  declined  going 
over  to  Ireland,  alledging,  that  he  never  would  go  to  a country,  where  a Riot 
A(5t  never  had  exifted.  Yet  he  would  not  object  to  the  bill,  if  the  conftables 
to  be  appointed  under  it  were  to  be  elective  in  the  counties  by  the  grand  ju- 
ries. The  bill  was  committed  by  a very  large  majority. 

It  was  fingular,  that  fo  many  feffions  had  paffed  over  w ithout  any  motion  or 
refolution  concerning  the  body  of  Roman  Catholics : the  Proteftant  part  of 
the  nation  had  latterly  become  much  reconciled  to  them,  as  appeared  by  the 
liberal  declarations  of  the  volunteer  corps.  On  the  4th  of  April,  1787,  Mr. 
Brown,  of  the  college,  without  any  previous  notice,  or  any  particular  view', 
brought  them  under  the  confideration  of  the  Iloufe  of  Commons,  by  a mo- 
tion, Avhich  he  carried,  even  againft  the  vote  of  the  fecretary.  The  motion 
was  in  itfelf  of  trifling  confequence : though  every  circumftance,  which  af- 
certains  the  difpofition  for  the  time  being,  of  the  government  and  parliament 
towards  that  numerous  part  of  the  Irilh  nation,  cannot  be  indifferent  to  thofe, 
wdio  take  an  intereft  in  the  hihory  of  that  kingdom.  He  accordingly  moved, 
“ ^Tliat  the  proper  officer  do  layffiefore  this  houfe,  copies  of  all  the  rolls,  wdiicli 
“ have  been  tranfmitted  to,  and  depofited  in  the  Rolls  Office  of  this  kingdom, 
“ containing  the  names,  titles,  additions,  and  places  of  abode  of  fuch  perfons 
“ as  have  taken  the  oath  preferibed  by  the  ftatute  of  the  13th  and  14th 
“ years  of  his  prefent  majefty,  intituled,  ‘ An  adf  to  enable  his  majefty’s  fub- 
‘ jecls  of  w'hatever  perfuafion,  to  teftify  their  allegiance  to  him;’  fpecifying 
“,-vthe  time  when,  and  the  court  or  magiftrate,  before  w hom  they  refp^‘6tively 
“ took  the  faid  oath.  Alfo,  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  this  houfe, 
“ copies  of  the  returns,  wdiich  have  been  made  to  the  clerk  of  the  privy  coun- 
“ cil,  by  the  regifters  of  the  feveral  diocefes  in  this  kingdom,  of  the  names, 
“ abodes,  ages,  pariflies,  times  and  places  of  receiving  popiffi  orders  of  fuch 
“ popifh  ecclefiaftics  as  have  been  regiflered  in  purfuance  of  an  act  of  the  21  ft 
“ and  22d  years  of  his  prefent  majefty,  intituled,  ‘ An  act  for  the  further  re- 
lief  of  his  majefty ’s  fubje6ts  of  this  kingdom  profeffing  the  popilh  religion.” 
The  Secretary  of  State  could  not  conceive  for  wdiat  purpofe  thofe  motions 
w'cre  made ; and  as  the  motion  affected  great  bodies  of  men,  he  hoped  he 
would  oblige  the  houfe  with  his  motive. 

Mr.  Browne  faid,  that  in  the  year  177'1,  an  adt  paffed,  by  w'hich  any  of  his 

* IsJourn,  Cora,  p.  258. 
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majefty's  iubjecl:s  were  enabled  to  tcftify  their  allegiance.  The  dilTenters  were 
particnlarly  pleated  at  this,  as  before  they  had  no  fuch  opportunity.  In  1778, 
an  act  palled  alloAving  Roman  Catholics  great  advantages,  fuch  as  taking 
long  Icafes,  with  this  provifo  only,  that  they  tliould  previoutly  have  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  Another  a6l  afterwards  palled,  taking  off  many  reftric- 
tions,  and  giving  them  every  advantage  polfelfed  by  Proteftants,  except  fil- 
ling any  of  the  offices  of  ftate.  He  wilhed  to  know  how  generally  the  oath 
of  allegiance  had  been  taken  ? 

Mr.  Charles  O’X^eill  obferved,  that  the  motion  might  gratify  curiolity,  but 
could  not  anfwer  any  ufeful  purpofe;  and  the  fecretary  of  ftate  thought  the 
objedl  of  thofe  motions  was  to  infinuate  an  imputation  upon  two  great  bodies 
of  men,  to  excite  a fufpicion  of  their  fellow  fubjefts.  Convinced  how  ground- 
lefs  fuch  a charge  would  be,  and  convinced  of  the  extreme  danger  of  making 
it,  he  Ihould  vote  againft  the  motion.  Pamphlets  of  a very  exceptionable 
nature  had  been  publillied,  and  the  nation  might  apprehend,  that  the  houfe 
was  proceeding  to  that  inveftigation  in  confequence.  Upon  that  ground  he  • 
alfo  objected  to  the  motion.  He  wilhed  the  bufinefs  not  to  be  puifued,  as  it 
went  to  revive  matters,  which  every  man  lliould  Avilh  buried  in  perpetual 
oblivion. 

Mr.  Griffith  remarked,  that  there  Avas  not  a body  of  people  better  affe6led 
than  the  Roman  Catholics.  A very  ill-judged  fufpicion  had  already  given 
them  the  alarm,  and  that  motion  Avould  ftill  further  increafe  it.  He  hoped, 
from  Avhat  had  fallen  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  motion  Avould  be  Avith- 
draAvn.  It  was,  hoAvever,  put  and  carried. 

Two  other  fubjeds  occupied  the  attention  of  parliament  during  the  feffion 
of  1787  : one'  of  them  Avas,  the  confideration  of  the  treaty  of  navigation  and 
commerce  Avith  the  French  king:’^  the  other  Avas  a plan  of  education,  Avhich 
appeared  to  have  been  a favorite  fubjedt  of  attention  and  lludy  to  the  fecre- 
tary for  tAvo  years.  Shortly  before  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  he  fubmitted 

* Mr.  IVtafon  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take 
into  confideration,  that  part  of  his  grace  the  lord-lieutenant’s  fpeech,  which  related  to  the  treaty  of 
navigation  and  commerce,  concluded  by  his  majefty  with  the  Moft  Chriftian  king,  the  refolutions, 
which  the  committee  had  direded  him  to  report  in  the  houfe,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after 
delivered  in  at  the  table,.  They  Avere  fifteen  in  number,  and  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No. 
LXXVII. 
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the  plan  of  it  to  the  houfe;  but  it  was  not  relifhed  or  fuppovted  according  to 
his  wilhes  or  expectations.  The  parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  28th  of 
iMay  : and  his  excellency’s  f}>ecch  comprifed  the  ufual  thanks  for  the  fupplies, 
aflurances  of  his  majefry’s  affectionate  protedlion,  and  promifes  of  his  own 
oeconoinical  application  of  the  revenue,  and  a recommendation  to  the  people 
of  regular  and  peaceable  demeanor. 

In  the  long  and  interefting  difcuffion  of  the  treaty  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce with  the  French  king,  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  not  altoge- 
ther inattentive  to  the  intcrefts  of  Ireland.  When  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee upon  that  treaty  was  brought  up  to  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  notice 
was  taken  of  what  had  been  faid  relative  to  Ireland,  and  the  Irilh  propofitions, 
arguing,  that  great  good  might  refult  to  Ireland,  if  Ihe  paffed  laws  adapted  to 
the  regulations  of  duties  contained  in  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Flood  faid,  that  he  could  affure  the  right  honorable  gentleman  and  the 
houfe,  that  he  felt  no  extreme  anxiety  for  the  attainment  of  any  benefits  for 
Ireland  through  the  medium  of  a treaty,  to  which  he  had  fo  many  objections 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  difad  van  tageous  to  great  Britain.  He  had  on  a 
former  day  ftated,  that  if  the  fentiinents  of  the  manufacturers  remained  unal- 
tered, they  could  not  but  be  adverfe  to  a treaty  with  France,  founded  on  prin- 
ciples fo  tranfcendently  more  injurious  to  their  interefts,  than  the  principles 
of  the  former  treaty  with  Ireland.  Nothing  could  be  more  felf-evident,  than 
that  if  the  reafoning  of  the  manufadturers  had  been  right  on  that  occa- 
fion  and  their  apprehenfions  had  been  juftifiable,  the  fame  ftyle  of  reafoning 
would  apply  more  forcibly  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  their  apprehenfions 
AVOLild  be  fiill  more  juftifiable.  With  regard  to  the  court  of  France  under- 
ftanding,  that  Ireland  Avas  implied  and  comprehended  in  the  prefent  treaty, 
although  it  were  not  fo  declared  in  exprefs  words  in  any  part  of  the  treaty,  he 
, afked  what  fecurity  had  Ireland  for  her  fiiare  of  the  advantages  or  privileges, 
Avhich  the  treaty  held  out  to  Great  Britain,  if  either  privileges  or  advantages 
were  likely  to  arife  from  it,  any  more  than  fiie  had  for  the  court  of  Lilbon’s 
extending  to  her  the  advantages  of  the  IMethuen  treaty,  which  it  was  mtU 
known  Ihe  had  refufed  to  fuffer  Ireland  to  participate  of,  in  violation  of  the 
fpirit  and  meaning  of  that  treaty,  and  which  treaty  on  the  part  of  Portugal, 
although  it  had  been  five  years  in  negotiation,  no  redrefs  had  been  obtained 
for  Ireland.  Mr.  Flood  ftated  his  conviction,  that  the  commercial  treaty 
was  neither  likely  to  be  a benefit  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  he  thought 
a fironger  proof  of  its  objectionable  invalidity  could  not  be  fiated  to  the  friends 
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of  Ireland,  (and  every  honeft  Briton  muft  be  the  friend  of  Ireland,  becaufe  her 
interefts  were  fo  deeply  involved  and  interwoven  with  the  interefts  of  Great 
Britain,  that  they  were  infeparable  confiderations,)  than  the  extraordinary 
pofition,  in  which  the  commercial  treaty  would  place  the  two  countries  of 
France  and  Ireland,  by  entitling  France  to  commercial  privileges  and  advan- 
tages in  Great  Britain,  to  which  Ireland  was  not  entitled;  and  by  entitling 
Ireland  to  greater  privileges  and  advantages  in  France,  than  die  could  obtain 
in  Great  Britain. 

i\Ir.  Grenville  declared,  that  Great  Britain  had  two  years  ago  made  a libe- 
ral offer  to  Ireland,  which  the  parliament  of  that  mifled  and  infatuated  people 
had  been  perfuaded  to  refiife.  He  neve;-  would  admit  the  do61rine;  that  there- 
fore Great  Britain  had  no  right  to  treat  and  conclude  a commercial  treaty 
with  France,  adapted  to  her  own  commercial  circum fiances,  without  confi- 
dering  herfelf  as  a dependent  on  Ireland,  and  confulting  her  previoufly  upon 
the  fubjecl.  Mr.  Grenville  went  into  a recapitulation  of  the  parliamentary 
tranfadlions  of  the  year  1785,  refpecting  the  commercial  arrangements  then 
agitated  in  favour  of  Ireland,  and  confulting  her  previoufly  upon  the  fubjecl. 
He  laid,  that  the  offer  of  Great  Britain  had  been  more  liberal  than  it  perhaps 
ever  might  prove  again;  and  that  it  ill  became  thofe,  who  had  principally 
Rood  forward  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  perfuade  that  affembly  to  reject 
the  offer,  to  be  afterwards  among  the  foremoft  to  endeavour  to  prevent  this 
country  from  carrying  into  execution  a treaty  with  France,  which  was  con- 
cluded with  a vicAv  to  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain.  Ireland  had  been  favored 
with  an  early  option  of  folid  and  fubftantial  advantage  : and  Ireland  had  re- 
jected the  offer  under  circumftances  of  great  delufion,  and  under  artful  mil- 
rep  refen  tati  on  s of  the  real  nature  of  that  offer,  he  Avas  ready  to  admit;  but 
having  rejected  it,  till  flie  laAV  her  fatal  delufion,  and  Avas,  from  conviction  of 
the  value  of  Avhat  Ihe  had  been  fo  unhappily  perfuaded  to  refufe,  induced  to 
afk  Great  Britain  to  give  her  afecond  option,  flie  had  not  the  fmallcft  preten- 
fions  to  complain  of  neglect  of  her  interefts  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain ; and 
the  more  efpecially,  as  the  prefent  commercial  treaty  Avith  France  had  been 
concluded  vs  ith  an  eye  to  her  interefts  equally  with  the  interefts  of  this  coun- 
try, as  it  lay  Avith  the  parliament  qf  Ireland  to  decide  for  thcmfelves,  and  if 
they  thought  the  treaty  adv-antageous  to  that  country,  they  had  it  in  their 
poAcer  to  make  it  fo,  by  pafling  laws  adapted  to  the  ftipulations  in  the  tariff 

]\Ir.  Flood  anfAvered,  that  he  could  not  have  conceived  it  poffible  for  three 
or  four  natural  exprelfions  to  have  draAvn  doAvn  upon  him  an  animadverfion, 
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delivered  in  fo  high  and  imperative  a tone.  Being  a native  of  Ireland,  and 
liaving  the  honor  to  poflefs  a feat  in  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  he  had 
thought  it  his  indifpenfable  duty  not  to  fit  filent,  when  fo  much  had  been  faid 
on  the  fubje6t  of  Ireland,  and  its  commercial  interefts ; but  he  plainly  faw, 
that  if  any  man  profelfed  himfelf  to  be  the  real  friend  of  Ireland,  he  was  to  be 
reprehended  and  ftigmatized  as  the  enemy  of  Great  Britain.  He  had  before 
declared,  that  he  was  a friend  to  both  countries,  and  had  faid  that  every  ho- 
neft  Briton  muft  be  the  fame.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  had  contended, 
that  Great  Britain  v^as  not  the  dependent  of  Ireland,  it  was  undoubtedly 
true  ; but  was  Great  Britain  not  bounden  to  take  care  of  the  interefts  of  every 
part  of  the  empire  ? The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  the  imperial  parlia- 
ment : was  it  not  then  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  that  parliament,  in  every  great 
national  meafure,  to  look  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  empire,  and  to  fee 
that  no  injurious  confequences  followed  to  the  peculiar  interefts  of  any  part 
of  it.  If  this  were  admitted,  would  any  man  fay,  that  Ireland  was  not  to  be 
confidered  on  the  prefent  important  occafion?  And  why,  becaufe  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  had  rejected,  and  rejeded  with  difdain,  the  commercial 
treaty  of  1785.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  had  told  them,  that  in  1785, 
Great  Britain  made  a liberal  offer  to  Ireland.  This  was  the  firft  time  that  it 
had  been  owned,  that  the  treaty  of  1785  was  the  offer  of  Great  Britain,  at  the 
time  the  right  honorable  gentleman  (he  believed)  had  called  the  meafure  the 
Irilh  propofitions,  and  dated  them  as  coming  from  Ireland.  He  had  now 
confeffed  the  fact,  and  acknowledged  (more,  perhaps,  than  he  meant  to  ad- 
mit) that  the  propofitions  were  Englilh  propofitions,  fent  originally  from 
hence  to  Ireland,  then  fent  back,  and  ultimately  returned  from  England  in 
a lhape  widely  altered  from  their  original  appearance.  The  right  honorable 
gentleman  had  talked  of  delufion,  and  hinted,  that  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  were  afliamed  to  avow  their 
condmR.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  was  in  error.  He  gloried  in  the 
/hare,  which  he  had  taken  in  that  ti’anfaciion.  The  offer  had  been  inlidious, 
and  under  colour  of  commercial  advantage,  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  was 
endeavoured  to  be  bartered  aw'ay.  IMr.  Flood  next  took  notice  of  what  he 
termed  the  right  honorable  gentleman’s  declaration,  that  till  Ireland  a/lced  to 
have  the  propofitions  revived,  /he  was  to  expect  no  favour  from  Great  Britain- 
He  faid,  that  it  reminded  him  of  the  declaration  of  the  ria'lit  honorable  o-en- 
tleman  (a  member  ofthathoufe)  in  an  eminent  fituation  in  Ireland,  who  had 
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obtained  an  addrefs  as  a fanddion  of  tlie  meafure,  and  mIio  triumphantly  told 
the  IIoLife  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  that  in  lefs  than  three  months,  when  the 
people  were  undeceived,  and  the  delufion  in  which  they  had  been  involved, 
cleared  up,  they  would  come  in  numbers  to  the  houfe,  execrate  thofe  members 
who  had  been  moft  active  in  oppofing  that  mafs  of  propofitions,  fome  parts  of 
which  they  had  been  told,  were  Englilli,  fome  part  Irilh,  fome  commercial, 
and  fome  political,  and  earneftly  implore  their  revival.  To  enfure  this  tri- 
umph, fomethoufand  copies,  accompanied  with  the  addrefs  to  the  lord-lieute- 
nant, had  been  printed  and  diffeminated  throughout  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
but  to  that  day,  no  man  had  ventured  to  mention  the  revival  of  the  propofi- 
tions in  parliament,  nor  was  it  at  all  likely  that  they  Ihould.  Mr.  Flood  faid, 
that  he  hoped  it  Avould  not  be  thought  that  he  had  obtruded  thefubjeft  of  Ire- 
land upon  the  houfe.  It  had  been  agitated  for  a confiderable  time  before  he 
interfered;  nor  fhould  he  have  faid  tlius  much,  had  he  not  thought  that  his 
filcnce  would  have  been  deemed  a derelidion  on  his  part  of  a caufe,  which  it 
would  ever  be  his  pride  to  affift  in  maintaining  and  fupporting.  There  was 
fomething  fo  high  in  the  tone  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  that  it  ftruck 
his  ear  as  extraordinary  ; he  could  not  imagine  tliat  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman meant  any  thing  perfonal ; but  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  no  man 
living  tliould  brow-beat  him,  or  awe  him  into  an  unbecoming  filence.* 

Mr.  W.  Grenville  faid,  that  in  the  firft  place,' he  hoped  that  no  man  M’ould 
believe  that  he  meant  to  brow-beat  the  right  honorable  gentleman;  and  far  lefs 
could  he  have  intended  to  have  flood  up  as  profeffmg  to  entertain  any  fenti- 
ment  inimical  to  the  interefls  of  Ireland.  To  the  contrary,  he  profeffed  and 
felt  a warm  affeedion  and  fmcere  regard,  grounded  on  principles  of  perfonal 
gratitude  for  paft  kindneffes  and  attentions  to  himfelf,  and  on  a variety  of 


* I have  given  this  fpeech  of  Mr.  Flood’s  in  the  Britith  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  largely  as  I found 
It  reported,  not  only  to  prove  what  were  the  opinion  and  feelings  of  that  part  of  tl>e  Iridi  nation  and 
fenate,  which  adopted  his  reafoning,  and  moved  by  his  influence  (and  they  were  not  few),  but 
more  particularly  to  draw  the  reader's  attention  to  the  avowals  of  Mr.  Flood,  the  moft  violent  and 
impaflioned  afferter  of  Irilh  independence,  that  there  exifted  a political  neceflity  for  a controling 
fuperiority  in  the  Britifli,  which  was  the  imperial  parliament,  whofe  indifpenfable  duty  it  was,  in 
every  great  national  meafure,  to  look  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  empire,  and  to  fee  that  no  inju- 
rious confequences  followed  to  the  peculiar  interefts  of  any  part  of  it.  Now,  as  Ireland  did  not 
claim  any  fuch  controlling  right  over  Great  Britain,  the  independence  claimed  could  not  be  real,  for 
all  independence  muft  be  reciprocal.  The  admiflion  of  thefe  principles  demonftrates  the  political 
neceflity  of  an  incorporate  union  for  the  advantage  of  the  empife  at  large. 
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'irar  and  iiiterefting  confiderations.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  Irilh  propofitions 
througli  tliat  houfe,  he  had  been  actuated  by  thofe  principles,  and  had  flood 
up  as  the  friend  of  Ireland  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  prejudice,  to  relift  and 
oppofe  the  obje6tions  of  interefted  individuals,  and  to  reafon  into  filence  and 
conviclion,  the  groundlefs  alarms  and  apprehenfions  of  thofe  maniifaclurcrs,' 
Avho,  milled  by  factious  men,  were  taught  to  be  terrified  at  imaginary  evils, 
and  to  expect  dangers  never  likely  to  happen.  Mr.  Grenville  ftated  the 
object  and  end  of  the  Irilli  propofitions,  to  have  been  for  Great  Britain  to 
grant  to  Ireland  as  full  a participation  of  her  commercial  advantages  as 
could  be  permitted  confiftently  with  her  own  fafety,  and  to  fccure  a fuitablc 
return.  The  idea  of  its  being  intended  to  alfume  the  power  of  legillating  for 
Ireland,  he  contended,  was  nothing  more  than  an  empty  phantom,  raifed  by 
the  machinations  of  fophillry,  to  frighten  the  parliament  of  Ireland  from 
accepting  one  of  the  greateft  boons  ever  offered  to  one  country  by  the  impulfc 
of  the  liberal  and  affeftionate  feelings  of  another. 

Mr.  Fox  reprobated,  the  idea,  that  nothing  beneficial  to  Ireland  was  to 
be  thought  of,  becaufe  flie  had  refufed  the  propofitions  of  1785.  He  entered 
into  a detail  of  the  nature  of  thofe  propofitions;  ftated  his  own  conduct  re- 
fpecting  them ; and  concluded  with  moving,  by  way  of  amendment,  that  the 
words,  “ this  day  fe’nnight,”  be  inferted  in  the  motion,  inftcad  of  the  word 

now.” 

Mr,  Pelham  feconded  the  motion,  declaring,  that  he  fliould  have  moved  it, 
had  not  his  right  honorable  friend  madefuch  amendment. 

When  the  commercial  treaty  was  under  debate  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of 
Lords,  the  IMarquis  of  Lanfdowne,*  ever  attentive  to  the  intereft  of  Ireland, 
obferved,  that  this  matter  gave  him  the  higheft  concern  as  M’cll'as  afto- 
nifhment.  When  he  lately  heard  in  the  country,  that  a body  of  the  Irifli 
privy  counfellors  had  been  colle^led  in  England,  to  confult  with  miniftry, 


* In  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech  on  this  occalion  the  noble  Marquis  had,  in  defending  himfelf 
againft  an  imputation  from  Lord  Carlifle,  of  having  fpoken  both  for  and  againftthe  treaty,  faid,  that 
he  had  approved  the  principles  and  tendency  of  the  meafure,  though  he  obje61ed  to  fome  of  the  ar- 
ticles in  the  detail.  The  fact  was,  that  he  did  then  ffand,  as  through  his  life  he  always  had 
flood,  aloof  from  parties.  He  was  of  no  party.  It  was  his  pride  and  principle  to  be  of  no  faiSlion, 
but  to  embrace  every  meafure  on  its  own  ground,  free  from  all  connexiotl.  Such  had  been  his  po- 
litical creed  : as  Inch  he  flood  before  the  people,  and  as  fuch  he  coveted  to  be  judged  by  them, 
22  Pari.  Deb.  Lords,  p.  gs, 
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he  had  no  conception,  that  the  conference  was  on  the  fubjed  of  a French 
treaty  with  Ireland,  wdiile  England  and  Ireland  ftill  remained  in  the  fame 
diftraded  ftate  as  before.  Nothing  could  be  more  extraordinary  than  this ; 
for  the  time  was  favorable ; Ireland  was  a nation  of  good  humour ; the  Duke 
of  Rutland  and  Mr.  Orde  were  men,  who  would  make  her  good  humoured,  if 
Ihe  were  the  contrary  : the  condud  of  the  Englilh  manufadurers,  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  of  the  French  treaty,  mull  crudi  all  their  former  objedions  to  the 
fyftem  of  the  Irilh  propofitions.  The  prefent  then  w'as  the  moment  for  mi- 
nifters  to  revive  the  idea  of  a beneficial  connexion.  Why  was  it  not  done  ? 
He  did  not  mean  the  vague,  ill-natured,  and  inadequate  Irifli  propofitions, 
as  they  w^ere  called ; but  a plain,  fimple,  good-intentioned  fcheme  of  reci- 
procal intercourfe,  taking  off  the  fliackles  that  lay  on  our  trading  laws,  which 
was  all  the  union  he  defired.  It  was  monftrous  to  think,  that  their  privy 
counfellors  Ihould  be  alfembled,  and  nothing  done ; at  a time  too  when 
the  Right  Boys  exhibited  fuch  a fcene,  to  whom,  for  aught  he  knew,  every 
conful  from  the  court  of  France  may  prove  a minifter. 

The  Duke  of  Rutland  died  in  Odober,  178/.  This  nobleman  was  calcu- 
lated to  command  the  affedions  of  the  Irifii  nation  : he  was  open,  free,  liberal, 
and  convivial ; he  committed  the  management  of  the  public  bufinefs  to  thofe 
about  him : and  unfortunately  for  that  nation,  the  expences  of  driving  the 
Hate  equipage  through  the  beaten  track  necelfarily  increafed  in  an  alarming 
degree.  In  this  very  year  the  penfion  lift  was  increafed  by  additional  grants 
to  the  amount  of  8730/.*  Sir  Henry  Hartfonge,  Mr.  Conolly,  and  many  wdio 
had  mofi:  Ilrenuoufiy  oppofed  his  adminiftration,  rendered  whiling  tribute  to 
his  amiable  qualities,  to  the  uprightnefs  of  his  heart,  and  the  honorable  views 
and  intentions  with  w'hich  he  aded  on  all  occafions.  The  errors  of  his  ad- 
miniftration they  attributed  to  his  advifers,  and  the  majority  of  that  houfe, 
who  had  conftantly  fupported  them.  To  an  aggrieved  people  it  is  however  inir 
material,  whether  the  noxious  fyftem  proceed  immediately  from  a depraved  or 
auftere  governor,  or  immediately  through  thofe  minifters,  w ho  abufe  the  frank- 
nefs  and  eafe  of  a benevolent  one.  The  melancholy  necefiTity  of  a corrupt 
majority  in  parliament  to  fupport  a permanent  and  commanding  influence  of 
the  Englifli  executive,  or  rather  of  the  Englilh  cabinet  in  the  councils  of  Ire- 
land, has  been  Riithfully  delineated  by  the  late  Earl  of  Clare,  who  for  nearly 
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the  laO:  twenty  years  of  his  life  was  one  of  the  moft  powerful  directors  and 
fupporters  of  that  very  influence.*  “ Such  a connexion,”  faid  he,  “ is 
“ formed  not  for  mutual  ftreng-th  and  fecurity,  but  for  mutual  debility  ; it 
‘‘  is  a connexion  of  diftin6t  minds  and  diftincl  interelts,  generating  national 
“ difcontent  and  jealoufy,  and  perpetuating  faction  and  mifgovernment  in 
“ the  inferior  country.  The  firft  obvious  difadvantage  to  Ireland  is,  that 
“ in  every  department  of  the  Itate,  every  other  confideration  muft  yield  to 
“ parliamentary  power;  let  the  mifconducl  of  any  public  officer  be  what  it 
“ may,  if  he  is  fupported  by  a powerful  parliamentary  intereft,  he  is  too 
“ flrong  for  the  king’s  reprefentative.  A majority  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
“ Britain  will  defeat  the  minifter  of  the  day  ; but  a majority  of  the  parlia- 
“ ment  of  Ireland  againfl  the  king’s  government,  goes  diredtly  to  feparate 
“ this  kingdom  from  the  Britilli  crown.  If  it  continues,  feparation  or  war 
“ is  the  inevitable  iffiue ; and  therefore  it  is,  that  the  general  executiv'e  of 
“ the  empire,  as  far  as  is  effential  to  retain  Ireland  as  a member  of  it,  is  com- 
“ p'letely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Irifli  parliament ; and  it  is  vain  to  expeft, 
“ fo  long  as  man  continues  to  be  a creature  of  paffion  and  intereft,  that  he 
“ will  not  avail  himfelf  of  the  critical  and  difficult  fituation,  in  which  the 
“ executive  government  of  this  kingdom  muft  ever  remain,  under  its  prefent 
“ conftitution,  to  demand  the  favors  of  the  crown,  not  as  the  reward  of  loy- 
“ alty  and  fervice,  but  as  the  ftipulated  price,  to  be  paid  in  advance,  for  the 
“ difcharge  of  a public  duty.  Every  unprincipled  and  noify  adventurer,  who 
“ can  atchieve  tlie  means  of  putting  himfelf  forward,  commences  his  political 
“ career  on  an  avowed  fpeculation  of  profit  and  lofs ; and  if  he  fail  to  nego- 
“ ciate  his  political  job,  will  endeavour  to  extort  it  by  faction  and  fedition, 
“ and  with  unblufiiing  effrontery  to  faften  his  own  corruption  on  the  king’s 
“ minifters.  Englilh  influence  is  the  inexhauftible  theme  for  popular  irrita- 
“ tion  and  diftrufi  of  every  factious  and  difcontented  man,  who  fails  in  the 
“ ftruggle  to  make  himfelf  the  neceflary  inftrument  of  it.  Am  I then  jufti- 
“ fied  in  ftating,  that  our  prefent  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  is  in  its  na- 
“ ture  formed  for  mutual  debility ; that  it  muft  continue  to  generate  na- 
“ tional  difcontent  and  jealoufy,  and  perpetuate  faction  and  mifgovernment 

in  Ireland.”'!' 

. > If 

* Speech  of  the  Earl  of  CI.rre,  p.  45. 

t This  avowal  of  the  necelfary  continuance  of  national  difcontent,  jealoufy,  faflion,  and  mifgo- 
vernment in  Ireland,  from  that  noble  lord,  who  bore  fo  pre-eminent  a fliare  in  the  government  of 
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If  credit  be  given,  as  it  ought,  to  the  truth  of  what  Lord  Clare  has  fnrthe? 
alferted,  of  the  political  ftate  of  Ireland  at  that  period,  we  Ihall  find,  that 
the  Irilh  nation  then  was,  and  that  it  was  inipoffible  that  it  lliould  not  he, 
an  aggrieved  and  difeontented  people.  It  n as,  faid  he,  a fact  of  public  no- 
toriety, that  on  the  acknowledgment  of  Irilh  independence  in  1782,  the  firft 
ftep  taken  by  foine  gentlemen  of  that  country,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
confidering  the  Irilh  nation  as  their  political  inheritance,  was  to  make  it  a 
muniment  of  their  title,  by  forming  a political  confederacy,  offenfive  and  de- 
fenlive,  in  both  countries.  The  balls  of  that  alliance  was,  mutual  engage- 
ment to  play  the  independence  of  Ireland  againil  their  political  antagonilb 

that  counlrv,  at  once  ftamps  the  quality  of  thofe  majorities  in  parliament,  which  he  fo  long  tri- 
umphantly led,  ,and  fatally  proves,  that  a moft  powerful  argument  for  the  union  was  to  be  drawn 
from  the  inveterate  corruption  of  the  Irilli  government.  This  argument  in  favor  of  the  union 
might  have  been  urged  by  any  member  of  the  Irilh  parliament  more  gracioufly,  by  none  more 
forcibly,  than  by  the  Earl  of  Clare.  As  that  nobleman  has  now  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  and  as  he 
bore  the  principal  part  in  bringing  about  the  union  of  his  country  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  no  flight 
duty  of  the  hiftorian  to  lay  before  the  reader  his  real  chara6ter  : the  motives  of  his  conduct  may  ba 
collected,  if  at  all,  from  his  own  avowals.  He  was  one  of  the  moft  eminent  and  fuccefsful  lawyers, 
that  ever  adorned  the  Irilli  bar  : he  came  early  into  parliament,  and  having  fucceeded  to  a very 
ample  patrimony,  the  extraordinary  perquifites  of  his  profellion  rendered  him  one  of  the  moft  in- 
dependent members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  From  the  moment  of  his  appointment  to  be  at- 
torney general  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  1782,  he  was  to  the  hour  of  his  death 
moft  devotedly  and  uniformly  attached  to  the  interefts  and  influence  of  the  Britifli  cabinet.  He  was 
Angularly  gifted  by  nature  to  fucceed  in  the  elevated  ftations  of  attorney  general  and  chancellor, 
in  which  he  fuccefhvely  moved.  His  profeflional  talents  and  knowledge  were  inferior  to  none  at 
the  barj  and  his  perfonal  intrepidity,  fpirited  exertions,  and  unwearied  zeal  in  fupporting  the  caufe 
he  had  undertaken,  were  fuperior  to  thofe  of  any  other  political  character  in  the  nation.  He  rather 
fpurned,  than  courted  popularity.  He  was  the  firft  Irifhman,  to  whom  the  Britilh  cabinet  bad  en- 
trufted  tlie  great  feal,  and  is  univerfally  allowed  to  have  performed  the  functions  of  that  important 
office  with  infinitely  more  ability  and  effect  than  any  of  his  predeceffors  on  that  bench.  He  was  an 
excellent  landlord.  But  as  a public  political  character  he  was  very  unpopular.  He  was  the  pro- 
moter of  all  the  ftrong  meafures  of  government,  which  created  fo  much  difeontent  at  different 
periods  throughout  the  nation : he  never  favored,  and  latterly  was  the  principal  agent  in  fuppreffing 
the  volunteers;  he  determinately  oppofed  the  enlargement  of  the  indulgencies  to  the  Catho- 
lics, and  uniformly  fupported  every  meafure  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  which  either  did  or  was  fup- 
pofed  to  encroach  upon  the  liberty  and  welfare  of  his  country.  In  parliament  he  was  always  af- 
Aduous  and  powerful,  frequently  farcaftic  and  heated,  and  fometimes  arrogant  and  overbearing. 
In  private  he  was  warm  in  his  attachments,  and  unrelenting  in  his  enmities.  In  his  complacencies 
he  was  engaging,  often  faftidious  in  his  deportment,  and  in  his  domeftic  habits  convivial  and 
luxurious, 
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whenever  they  happened  to  occupy  the  feat  of  power ; and,  if  he  were  to 
judge  by  the  condudl  of  the  parties  principally  concerned  up  to  that  hour, 
to  foment  turbulence  and  fadlion  in  Ireland  even  to  open  rebellion,  if  it  tliould 
be  found  necelfary  to  the  removal  of  an  obnoxious  Britidi  adminiftration-.  In 
profecution  of  that  very  laudable  fyftem,  it  became  an  efl’ential  objedl  of  the 
confederacy  to  guard  againft  any  fettlement  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, which  might  cut  off  the  moil  obvious  fources  of  mutual  jealoufy  and 
difeontent. 

Whilft  there  exifts  the  femblancc  of  a parliament  in  a country,  which  is  at 
all,  however  unequally,  divided,  the  bulk  of  the  people  naturally  will  fide 
with  one  party  or  the  other:  and  if  according  to  this  nobleman,  as  long  as 
man  continues  to  be  a creature  of  palllion  and  intereft,  the  majority  of  parlia- 
ment be  to  confift  of  thofe,  who  receive  the  favor  of  the  crown,  not  as  the 
reward  of  loyalty  and  fervice,  but  as  the  ftipulated  price  to  be  paid  in  ad- 
vance for  the  difeharge  of  public  duty,  it  neceffarily  follows,  that  the  bulk 
of  thofe,  whom  the  rays  of  royal  favor  do  not  reach,  muff  be  in  oppofition 
to  thofe  ftipendiary  fervants  of  the  crown,  who  were  necelfary -to  keep  up 
that  fyftem  of  Englilli  influence  upon  Irifti  government,  to  which  fuch  terrible 
effeds  were  necefl’arily  annexed.  Nothing  therefore  could  be  more  true, 
than  that  the  whole  Irifli  people  (except  thofe  who  received  emolument 
through  the  revenue,  police,  or  other  dejiartments  of  government,)  were  un- 
exceptionably  difeontented  at  the  fyftem  of  government,  then  carrying  for- 
ward. ■ Nay,  the  very  part  of  the  new  viceroy’s  conduct,  which  Avas  moft 
laudable,  at  this  time  fwelled  the  ftream  of  difeontent.  Ilis  economical  vi- 
gilance upon  the  application  of  public  revenue,  and  his  determination  to  re- 
form the  abufes  in  the  feveral  departments,  had  raifed  againft  him  the  whole 
lioft  of  fifcal  dependents  throughout  the  nation.  It  may  indeed  eafily  be 
imagined  with  what  zealous  energy  they  laboured  to  thwart  the  views  and 
render  the  character  of  the  lord  lieutenant  unpopular.  In  the  metropolis  the 
citizens  were  meeting  by  deputies  from  each  parilh  to  prepare  petitions  againft 
the  police  bill ; and  by  way  of  reviving  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  they  con- 
ceived the  late  ftrong  meafures  of  government  were  aimed  at  extinguilhing, 
the  corporation  of  Dublin  took  an  opportunity  of  prefenting  a formal  requeft 
to  the  provoft  and  fellows  of  the  univerfity,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  that 
diftnterefted  patriot  the  late  Dr.  Lucas,  to  give  a gratuitous  education  to  his 

fon  ; 


1S2 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


fon;  to  whom  the  provoft  and  fellows  mod  liberally  granted  an  apartment  and 
commons  in  college,  without  any  expence  to  his  family. 

On  the  17  th  of  January,  1788,  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  met  the  par- 
liament for  the  firft  time : in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  he  condoled  with 
them  upon  the  lofs  his  majeily's  fervice  had  fuftained  by  the  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Rutland,  whofe  public  and  private  virtues  had  defervedly  concili- 
ated the  efteem  of  that  kingdom  ; and  he  called  upon  them  to  take  part  iii 
the  fatisfadlion,  which  his  majefty  felt  in  the  htuation  of  foreign  affairs,  par- 
ticularly in  the  reftoration  of  the  conftitution  and  tranquillity  of  the  united 
provinces  by  the  co-operation  of  his  majefty  and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  under 
the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  When  the  addrefs  had  been  moved 
for  and  feconded,  ]\Ir.  Parfons  obje6ted  to  it,  becaufe  in  fpeaking  of  the 
Duke  of  Rutland's  adminiftration,  itfeemed  entirely  to  approve  of  it,  and  to 
bind  the  houfe  to  purfue  the  fame  meafures,  which  that  adminiftration  had 
done.  He  owned  he  was  not  at  the  moment  prepared  to  enter  into  a fubje6t 
of  fo  much  importance,  l)ut  there  were  fome  points  fo  notorioufly  difagreeable, 
and  fo  highly  injurious  to  the  country,  that  he  could  not  for  a moment  fup- 
pofe  the  houfe  would  adopt  any  meafure,  which  M’onld  look  like  an  approba- 
tion of  them,  much  lefs  would  it  pledge  itfelf  to  retain  all  the  meafures  of 
the  Duke  of  Rutland's  adminiftration.  He  trufted  the  houfe  would  not  now 
approve  the  a6t,  by  which  the  prefs  in  Ireland  was  laid  under  a degree  of  re- 
ftiaint  unknown  in  England  ; he  well  knew,  that  under  certain  circumftances, 
very  diftimilar  laws  might  be  found  necefl’ary  in  the  two  countries,  but  the 
great  fundamental  principles  of  law  ought  to  be  the  fame  in  both  ; and  there- 
fore he  hoped  under  the  prefent  adminiftration  to  fee  the  prefs  liberated 
from  the  Ihacklcs,  which  the  laft  had  impofed  : he  alfo  hoped  to  fee  the  un- 
conftitutional  exercife  of  attachments  difeonfmued  ; the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion he  trufted  would  feel  no  neceflity  for  fuch  a guard.  He  alfo  hoped  a 
general  police  and  riot  a6l  would  be  no  longer  deemed  necefl'ary  ; and  there- 
fore, if  gentlemen  meant  to  do  away  thefe  abominations,  he  could  fee  no 
neceftity  for  pledging  themfelves  to,  or  for  approving  of  them:  they  were 
all  acts,  which  tended  to  increafe  prerogative,  and  diminilh  liberty,  and  the 
addrefs  as  it  ftood  embraced  them  all.  He  obferved,  that  throughout  the 
whole  fpeech,  and  the  whole  addrefs,  the  word  oeconomy  was  no  where  to  be 
found  ; he  alked,  therefore,  did  the  prefent  miniftry  mean  to  continue  the 
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fame  fyftem  of  extravagance,  by  which  the  laft  had  loaded  the  country  with 
taxes  ? or  did  they  mean  to  retrench  ? If  the  latter,  why  not  declare  it  ? 
The  expences  of  the  country  were  enormous,  and  exceeded  thofe  of  Lord 
Carlifle’s  adminiftration,  which  was  deemed  fufhciently  profufe,  by  a fum  of 
notlefs  than  660,000/.  per  annum;  he  again  defired  to  know,  was  the  pro- 
fufion  to  be  continued  ; There  was  no  promife  to  the  contrary  in  the  fpeech  ; 
and  therefore  every  man  muft  infer  it  was  ; though  it  would  be  fomewhat 
ftrange,  after  all  the  examination  which  had  been  made  into  the  public  of- 
fices, and  which  the  nation  fuppofed  was  for  the  purpofe  of  retrenchment. 

Several  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition,  out  of  tendernefs  to  the  chara6ter  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Rutland,  who  w'as  perfonally  beloved,  prevailed  on  IMr. 
Parfons  to  w'ithdraw  his  motion,  conceiving  that  the  addrefs  did  not  com- 
mit them  to  the  approbation  of  the  meafures  of  his  adminiftration.  IMr. 
Parfons,  however,  on  the  next  ev  ening,  when  the  addrefs  was  moved,  ftill 
perfifted,  that  the  amendment  he  had  to  propofe,  fo  far  from  cafting  blame 
upon  the  late  Duke  of  Rutland,  was  the  moft  favorable  comment  upon  his 
adminiftration,  by  laying  the  defeds  of  it  at  the  door  of  his  minifters,  who 
really  were  guilty. 

He  accordingly  moved  the  following  amendment,  by  expunging  the 
words,  the  wife  and  Jieady  courfe  of  his  public  admmijiration,  had  ejtahlijhed 
the  public  tranquillity  and  exalted  the  credit  of  the  nation;  and  inferting  in 
the  room  thereof  the  following : “ at  the  fame  time,  our  legard  to  truth, 
“ and  to  the  real  interefts  of  his  majefty  and  his  loyal  people  of  Ireland, 
“ which  will  not  futfer  us  to  convey  an  imperfedl  reprefentation  of  the  ftate 
“ of  this  kingdom  to  his  royal  mind,  compel  us  to  declare,  that  notwith- 
“ ftanding  the  good  difpofition,  which  we  are  willing  to  believe  our  late  la- 
“ mented  chief  governor  had  for  the  profperity  of  this  illand,  yet, 

through  the  mifguidance  of  his  counfellors,  this  kingdom  during  his  ad- 
“ miniftration,  has  been  aftlidled  with  a moft  burthenfome  encreafe  of  taxa- 
“ tion,  and  with  feveral  grievous  and  fevere  afts,  repugnant  to  the  principles 
“ of  our  wife  conftitution,  and  injurious  to  the  liberties  of  his  majefty’s 
“ fubje6ts  of  this  realm.”  This  amendment  was  rejected  without  oppofition.^" 

Early  in  the  feftion,  the  fecretary  of  ftate  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  a fubje6l  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
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kingdom,  and  which  had  been  ftrongly  recommended  from  the  throne ; he 
meant  the  fecurity  of  the  eftabliilied  church.  He  reminded  the  houfe,  that 
he  had  in  the  laft  feffion  introduced  a hill  to  prote6t  the  rights  of  the  clergy, 
that  had  been  wrefted  from  them  hy  force  or  fraud.  He  was  forry,  that  the 
bill,  though  founded  in  lenity,  had  fallen  iliort  of  its  intent.  Although  the 
outrages  of  the  fouth  had  fomewhat  abated,  yet  a fpirit  of  combination 
againft  the  payment  of  tithes  frill  exifted,  and  notices  figned  by  Captain 
Right  were  in  circulation,  enjoining  all  perfons,  under  the  fevered  penalties, 
not  to  pay  tithe  for  the  year  1787.  If  in  1787,  there  exided  a necedit}^  for 
fuch  an  a6t  to  enforce  compenfation  to  the  clergy  for  tithes  withholden  up 
to  that  time  ; the  necedity  was  now  become  much  ftronger  by  the  extenfion 
of  the  combination  againft  the  clergy ; many  of  whom  in  tlie  fouth  were 
now  reduced  to  beggary.  He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the  prefentdlf- 
pute  did  not  lie  between  the  farmers  and  the  clergy,  but  between  the  legif- 
lature  and  a lawlefs  rabble.  He  then  moved,  “ that  leave  he  given  to  bring 
“ in  a bill  .to  enable  all  ecclefiaftical  perfons  and  bodies,  redors,  vicars,  and 
curates,  and  impropriators,  and  thofe  deriving  by,  from,  or  under  them,  to 
recover  a juft  compenfation  for  the  tithes  M'ithheld  from  them  in  the  year 
1787,  in  the  feveral  counties  and  counties  of  cities  therein  mentioned,  againd 
fuch  perfons  who  were  liable  to  the  fame ; and  to  explain  and  amend  an  a<d 
made  in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  his  majedy’s  reign,  iniitled,  “ An  a6t  to 
“ enable  all  ecclefiaftical  perfons  and  bodies,  reftors,  vicars  and  curates,  and 
“ impropriators,  and  thofe  deriving  by,  from,  or  under  them,  to  recover 
“ a juft  compenfation  for  the  tithes  withheld  from  them  in  the  year  1786,  in 
“ the  feveral  counties  therein  mentioned,  againft  fuch  perfons  who  were 
“ liable  to  the  fame.” 

The  fubjeft  of  tithes  took  up  the  principal  attention  of  the  nation, 
both  within  and  without  the  parliament,  tluring  the  firft  months  of  the  year 
17&7.  The  fpeech,  whieh  Mr.  Grattan  delivered  upon  this  delicate  and  im- 
portant fubjeft,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1787, 
made  fuch  afenfation  in  the  country,  that  it  was  publilhcd  with  a very  fpirit- 
ed  preface,  and  ran  through  four  editions  in  lefs  than  a month:  upon  a divi- 
don,  however,  in  the  houfe,  49  only  voted  for  Mr.  Grattan's  motion  againft 
121,  which  was  for  this  reafonable  propodtion,  viz.  that  a committee  fliould 
be  appointed  to  enquire,  whether  any  juft  canfe  of  difeontent  exifted 
amongll  the  people  of  the  province  of  Munfter,  or  of  the  counties  of  Kil- 
kenny 
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kcnny  or  Carlow,  on  account  of  tithe,  or  the  collection  of  tithes  ; and  it 
any,  to  report  the  fame,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon.* 

The  new  viceroy  had  not  been  inaClive  in  ftrengthening  the  minillerial 
part}'’  in  parliament  In  feveral  inftances  he  had  been  fuccefsful.  What 
communications  he  made  to  his  converts  is  not  to  be  now  known  : but  it 
was  a general  complaint,  that  his  excellency  would  not  condefeend  to  make 
known,  even  to  his  friends,  the  plan  or  even  principles  of  his  adminiftration.'l 
As  far  indeed,  as  could  be  colleCled  from  fome  of  his  meafures,  it  was  gene- 
rally concluded,  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  late  adminiflration  was  intend- 
ed to  be  folloAved  up  : confcquently  the  fame  fyflem  of  oppofition  Avas  adhered 
to.  Notwithftanding,  therefore,  the  ncAV  lord  lieutenant’s  occonomical  at- 
tack upon  the  fubaltern  officers  of  the  revenue,  the  gentlemen  of  the  opjjo- 
fition  did  not  give  his  excellency  credit  for  any  oeconomical  reform  in  the 
original  difpenfation  of  the  public  Money.  Mr.  Forbes,  on  the  29th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1788  defired,  that  a lift  of  the  penfions  granted  fince  the  laft  feffion  of 
parliament  might  be  read.  He  then  objected  to  a penfion  of  1000/.  to  James 
BroAvn,  Efq.  the  late  prime  ferjeant,  on  the  principle  only  of  its  being  grant- 
ed to  a member  of  the  houfe  during  pleafure.  He  remarked,  that  by  the 
Englilli  act' for  further  fecuring  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeCt,  it  Avas  provided, 
that  after  the  acceffion  of  the  prefent  family  to  the  throne,  no  penfioner  during 
pleafure,  ftiould  fit  or  vote  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  people  of  Ire- 

* 8 Par.  Deb.  p.  102.  As  no  alteration  in  the  fyftem  of  tithes  in  Ireland  has  taken  place  fince 
Mr.  Grattan  delivered  his  wonderful  fpeech  upon  that  fubjeft,  it  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  LXXVIII.  for  tire  inftru6lion  of  thofe  who  intereft  themfclves  about  it.  It  is  a mafter-plece 
cf  eloquence  and  reafoning  on  that  interefting  fubjefl. 

f Amongft  other  profelytes,  that  went  over  to  the  new  viceroy  was  Mr.  Longfield,  who  had 
confiderable  parliamentary  intereft  ; he  and  the  friends  he  introduced  had  uniformly  oppofed  the 
late  adminiftration  : amongft  thefe  was  Mr.  Curran,  who  having  been  brought  into  parliament  by 
JNIr.  Longfield,  could  not  bend  his  principles  to  tlie  pliancy  of  his  friend,  or  take  a fubordinate  part 
in  fupporting  an  adminiftration,  whofe  intended  meafures  were  made  a fecret  of ; he  therefore 
purchafed  a feat  in  a vacant  borough,  and  offered  it  to  Mr.  Longfield  for  any  perfon,  whofe  prin- 
ciples were  at  his  command.  Thus  did  Mr.  Curran  retain  his  feat  and  parliamentary  independence  : 
and  Mr.  Longfield  was  enabled  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the  minifter,  for  liis  own  and  his 
dependant’s  votes  in  parliament.  Two  exceptions  from  the  lyftem  of  the  late  adminiftration  were 
prominently  confpicuous,  in  that  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  neither  of  which  went  far  in 
encreafing  his  popularity.  The  firft  was  a rigid  infpedtion  into  all  the  fubaltern  offices  of  tlie  fifeal 
departments  of  government : and  the  other  a rigorous  oeconomical  reform  throughout  the  culinary 
and  other  houfehold  departments  of  the  caflle. 
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land  had  a right  to  participate  witli  the  inhal)itants  of  Great  Britain,  in  ah' 
the  benefits  and  privileges  of  that  a6t,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights.  He  moved, 
“ that  this  penfion  was  a mifapplication  of  the  revenue.”  He  alfo  on  the 
fame  day  moved,  that  the  penfion  of  640/.  to  Thomas  Higinbotham  for  life, 
adding,  that  he  as  aftonithed  that  fo  large  a portion  of  the  public  money 
fiiould  be  difpofed  of  without  the  knowledge  or  privity  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer;  and  that  for  fuch  a tranfaclion  all  the  fervants  of  the  crown 
fiiould  deny  any  refponlibility ; he  then  objected  to  a penfion  of  1200/.  per 
annum  to  Robert  Alliwood,  for  the  life  of  his  fou,  and  alfo  two  other  pen- 
fions  of  300/.  each,  and  one  of  200/.  to  the  fame  perfon,  for  the  lives  of  his 
other  children.  He  ftated,  that  a })enfion  of  2000/.  per  annum  had  been 
granted  in  the  year  1/55,  for  the  life  of  Frederick  Robinfon;  that  the  family 
of  Robinfon  had  lately  fold  that  penfion  to  Mr.  AlJiworth,  and  had  intluence 
with  government  fufficient  to  prevail  on  the  miiiifter  to  change  the  life  in  the 
grant,  and  to  infert  the  lives  of  the  young  children  of  IMr.  AlJiworth,  in  the 
place  of  i\Ir.  Robinfon;  that  this  management  ivas  now  become  a frequent 
practice,  and  if  not  reftrained,  muft  tend  to  perpetuate  the  burdens  on  the 
eftablilhment,  and  thereby  a grant  of  a penfion  for  life,  Acould  operate  as  a 
leafe  for  lives,  with  a covenant  for  perpetual  renewal.  He  therefore  moved, 
“ that  the  above  penfion  ivas  an  improvident  difpofition  of  the  revenue.”  He 
then  exprelfcd  his  concern,  that  meafures  in  their  nature  fo  highly  excepti- 
onable lliould  receive  the  fanftion  of  the  new  adminiftration.  However,  all 
his  motions  were  negatived  without  a divifion. 

Mr.  Forbes  made  alfo  feveral  unfuccefsful  motions  for  reducing  the  public 
expence  by  difeontinuing  the  government  allowances  of  country  houfes  for 
fome  of  their  officers,  and  town  houfes  for  moft  fervants  of  the  cron  n.  On 
this  occafion  he  obferved,  without  being  contradicted,  that  there  were  few 
members  upon  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  treafury  bench,  the  rents  of  whofe 
houfes  were  not  charged  on  the  public  accounts.  This  gentleman  on  making 
thefe  feveral  motions  had  very  pointedly  remarked,  that  as  he  had  in  common 
with  moft  perfons,  in  and  out  of  parliament,  conceived  ftrong  expeftations  of 
great  reform  in  point  of  public  expence,  to  be  effedled  by  the  new  adminif- 
tration, it  was  the  duty  of  every  member  of  that  houfe  to  lend  his  affiftance 
to  the  minifter,  to  enable  him  to  attain  that  defirable  obje6t.  Nothing  could 
check  the  unabating  ardor  and  perfeverance  of  Mr.  Forbes.  Fie  had  early  in 
the  feffion  given  the  minifter  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  in  a bill  to  dif- 
able 
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able  any  perfon  from  being  cliofen  a member  of,  or  from  fitting-  or  voting  in 
the  lioufe  of  commons,  who  had  any  penfion  during  pleafure,  or  for  any  num- 
ber of  years,  from,  or  held  any  office  or  place  of  profit  created  after  a certain 
time,  under  the  crown,  and  to  limit  the  amount  of  penfions;  but  having- 
received  no  encouragement  from  him,  he  brought  in  his  bill  unfupported  by 
the  fecretary,  which  having  been  received  and  read  a firft  time,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  moved,  that  it  fiiould  be  read  a fecond  time  on  the  ift  of 
Auguft,  alledging,  that  the  fuhject  had  often  been  before  the  houfe  and  uni- 
formly rejedted. 

]\Ir.  Conolly  faid,  neither  the  fituation  of  the  country,  nor  that  of  the  pen- 
fion lift,  were  the  fame  they  were  when  this  bill  had  formerly  been  rejefted  ; 
fince  that  time  the  penfions  had  increafed,  were  increafing,  and  ought  to  be 
diminilhed;  if  government  were  in  earnefi;  in  their  profd’fions  of  oeconomy, 
they  would  let  the  bill  go  fairly  forward  to  difculfion ; if  they  rcfifted  the  bill, 
he  never  would  believe  their  profeflions  fincere.  They  had  a numerous  and 
rifmg  royal  family;  to  their  fupport  the  country  would  be  proud  to  contribute. 
England  had  many  worthy  old  fervants,  both  ci\il  and  military;  to  thofc 
men  they  fiiould  not  grudge  a fubfiftence,  but  to  have  a 1 00,C00/.  a year 
fquandered  on  the  unworthy,  or  beftowed  as  the  reward  of  corruption,  was  a 
grievance  the  country  could  not  bear;  and  if  the  minifter  Avould  agree  with 
parliament  to  fet  limits  to  that  profufion,  he  fiiould  find  himfclf  fit  much 
eafier  in  the  feat  of  government,  than  if  he  fiiould  rcfift  it. 

Mr.  fecretary  Fitzherbert  faid,  he  had  declined  taking  a part  in  fupport  of 
the  bill  for  many  reaforts;  one  was,  that  he  thought  it  in  much  abler  hands  : 
another,  that  the  prefent  time  did  not  demand  it.  The  houfe  had,  he  ob- 
ferved,  given  credit  to  the  prefent  government  for  their  intentions  of  oeco- 
noniy,  intentions  to  Avhich  they  Avould  mofi;  rigidly  adhere.  Suppofe  then, 
faid  he,  the  bill  fiiould  pafs,  what  confiruftion  would  fucli  a incafarc  bear  ? 
"Would  it  not  be  as  if  the  houfe  fiiould  fay,  we  have  great  confidence  in  the 
prefent  government,  we  are  coiiA  inced  of  their  integrity,  and  we  believe  they 
will  purfue  the  intereft  of  the  kingdom;  we  therefore  lay  them  under  reftrlc- 
tions,  Avhich  we  never  impofed  on  any  other  government.  Then  fujipofmg  his 
concurrence  in  the  bill,  Avfiiat  conftruction  .would  his  condudt  wear?  "W'ould 
it  not  be  faying  this,  you  have  cxprelfed  great  confidence  in  gOA'ernnicnt,  but 
I who  know  them  better,  defire  you  not  to  triift  them. 

Sir,  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  befiow  marks  of  approbation  upon  fuch  , 
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fiibjecls  as  have  diftinguilhed  themfdves  by  their  merits,  v^as  one  of  its  deareft 
rights  A' 

The  qaefdon,  upon  the  adjournment,  was  carried  by  a majority  of  103 
againft  40. 

Tlie  difcontent  of  the  people  out  of  doors,  was  great : yet  the  minillry 
appeared  to  fet  it  at  defiance.  J\Ir.  Hartley  prefented  a petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Dublin  and  the  liberties  thereof  paying  taxes,  to  be  heard  by 
council  againft  the  police  bill,  which  was  figned  by  7C00  and  upwards.  But 
the  attorney  general  faid,  he  Ihould  be  extremely  forry,  that  there  Ihould  be 
7000  feditjous  perfons  exifting  in  the  kingdom  any  where,  but  on  paper.  It 
was  he  faid,  admitted  by  all,  that  the  police  bill  wanted  amendment;  and  a 
bill  was  then  before  parliament  to  explain  and  amend  that  a6t.  Did  the  peti- 
tioners mean  to  petition  againft  the  bill  for  amending  that  a6t,  of  which  they 
fo  much  complained. 

The  moll  violent  attack  upon  the  miniller,  during  this  feffion  of  parliament, 
was  made  on  the  29th  of  February,  when  Mr.  Forbes  moved  his  addrefs  to 
the  crown,  in  order,  at  leaft,  to  leave  to  pollcrity,  on  the  face  of  their  jour- 
nals the  grievances,  under  which  the  people  laboured  in  the  year  ]788.  He 
prefaced  his  motion  by  a very  intcrefting  fpeech  founded  on  fa<Rs,  to  be  col- 
lected from  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  or  from  authentic  documents  then  lying- 
on  the  table.  He  travelled  over  much  of  his  former  arguments  againft  the 
prodigality  of  the  late  adminiftration,  which  had  encreafed  the  penfion  lift  by 
26,000/.  He  took  that  opportunity  of  giving  notice,  that  he  meant  next 
feftion  to  offer  a bill  to  that  houfe  for  the  purpofe  of  creating  a refponfibility 
in  the  minifters  of  Ireland,  for  the  application  of  the  revenue  of  that  king- 
dom: The  only  authority,  under  which  the  vice  treafurer  then  paid  any 
money,  was  a king’s  letter,  counterfigned  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  Englilh 
treafury.  He  adverted,  with  marked  cenfurc,  to  the  addition  of  2,000/.  to  the 

* In  this  debate  Mr.  Denis  Browne,  rather  aga*infl;  order,  referred  to  an  aflertion  of  the  lord 
lieutenant  in  converfation,  that  he  had  rather  put  his  right  hand  into  the  fire,  than  grant  a penfion 
to  any  perfon,  which  every  honed  man  fliould  not  approve  of.  Sir  Henry  Cavendilh,  though  he 
declared  his  unqualified  devotion  to  tliat  adminiftration,  yet  remarked,  that  doubling  the  penfions 
of  members  might  be  avoided,  “ for,”  faid  he,  “ fuppofe  it  appears,  that  400/.  a year  are  annexed 
“ to  the  name  of  a member  of  this  houfe,  and  that  no  particular  caufe  could  be  alfigned  for  the 

grant,  may  it  not  be  conjectured,  that  it  was  made  for  his  fervice  in  that  houfe,  and  if  fo,  an 
“ additional  penfion  is  unnecelfary,  for  he  that  has  400/.  a year  for  his  vote,  will  not  refufe  voting. 
” though  he  were  to  be  refufed  400/.  a'year  more.”  8 Par,  Deb,  p.  355, 
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falary  of  the  fecretary  in  the  late  adminiftration,  and  to  the  large  fums  ex- 
pended in  the  purchafe  and  embellilhment  of  his  houfe  in  the  Phoenix  Park, 
and  to  the  prefent  intent  of  granting  a penfion  of  2,000/.  to  that  very  fecre- 
tary for  life  : * which  was  eftablilhing  a moft  mifchievous  precedent  for  fucl.i 
grants  to  every  future  fecretary.  He  was  forry  to  hear  the  oftenfible  minifter 
avail  himfelf  of-the  fame  argument,  Avhich  his  predeceffors  had  fuccefsfully 
iifed  for  the  lall  ten  years  in  refifting  every  attack  upon  the  penfion  lift.  He 
then  enlarged  upon  the  pernicious  confequences  of  placing  implicit  confidence 
in  adminiftration  ; and  fupported  his  thefts  by  the  following  hiftorical  illuftra- 
tions. 

t From  the  year  1773  to  1776,  confidence  in  the  adminiftration  of  that  day 
had  coft  this  nation  100,000/.  in  new  taxes,  and  440,000/.  raifed  by  life  annu- 
ities. In  1778,  confidence  in  the  adminiftration  coft  300,000/.  in  life  annu- 
ities; a fum  granted  for  the  purpofe  of  defence,  and  which  produced  on  an 
alarm  of  invafion,  one  troop  of  horfe,  and  half  a company  of  invalids.  In 
1779  the  then  fecretary,  for  the  purpofe  of  oppofing  a meafure,  for  relief 
againft  the  abufes  of  the  penfion  lift,  read  in  this  houfe  an  extra6l  of  a letter 
from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  in  England,  expreftive  of  the  determination  of  the 
then  Englifh  miniftry,  not  to  increafe  the  penfion  lift;  'confidence  was  placed 
in  the  adminiftration  of  the  day,  and  it  coft  the  country  13,000/.  in  new  pen- 
fions,  granted  by  the  fame  fecretary.  In  April  1782,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
principal  of  the  new  adminiftration,  confidence,  in  the  firft  inftance,  was 
neither  aftced  nor  granted  ; certain  meafures  were  propofed  by  the  commons 
and  the  people,  they  were  granted,  and  the  country  was  emancipated.  In 
1780,  confidence  in.  the  adminiftration  of  that  day,  coft  Ireland  140,000/. 
new  taxes,  to  equalize  the  income  and  expenditure;  but  the  grant  produced 
180,000/.  excefs  of  expences.  The  fame  confidence  coft  20,000/.  per  annum 
for  a police  eftablilhment,  which  it  had  been  proved  at  their  bar,  contributed 
to  the  violation,  inftead  of  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  of  the  metropolis. 
The  fame  confidence  coft  the  nation  laft  year  100,000/.  charged  for  buildings 
and  gardens  in  the  Phcenix  Park;  in  fine  they  might  place  near  two  thirds  of 

* This  was  intended  to  be  given  for  the  life  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton.  For  the  fecretary  having 
married  a lady,  to  whom  the  bulk  of  the  Bolton  eftate  had  been  left  in  default  of  ilTue  male  of  that 
Duke,  he  would  ceale,  upon  the  acceflion  of  her  fortune,  to  Band  in  need  of  tliat  pcufton.  He  has 
for  fome  years  been  in  that  poffeliion,  and  was  created  Baron  Bolton  in  17y7. 

1 8 Par.  Deb.  p.  357. 
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-the  national  debt  to  the  account  of  confidence  in  the  adminifiration  of  the 
day.  He  then  moved  *a  very  long  and  fpecial  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  in 
which  the  whole  abufe  of  the  penfion  lift  was  gone  into. 

Mr. 

Viz.  “That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty  to  exprefs' their  inviolable  attach- 
“■  ment  to  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government,  and  their  zeal  and  readinefs  to  maintain  tlis 
eftabliflrments  of  that  kingdom,  in  an  amount  adequate  to  the  fupport  of  his  government,  and 
“ the  dignity  of.his  crown. 

“ That  having  taken  into  their  conftderation  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  nation,  they 
“ found  themfelves  obliged  by  their  duty  to  his  majefty,  to  lay  before  him  certain  abufes  and  mif- 
applications  of  a confiderable  portion  of  the  public  revenue. 

“ That  the  houfe,  determined  to  put  an  end  to  the  ruinous  practice  of  running  in  debt,  and  to 
raife  the  revenues  of  tliat  kingdom  to  an  equality  with  the  eftabliftiments,  did,  in  the  feflions  of 
1785,  unanimoufly  vote  new  taxes,  eftimated  at  140,000/.  per  annum,  and  had  continued  thefe 
“ taxes  in  the  prefent  and  intervening  feffions ; that  the  charges  of  the  eftabliftiments,  inftead  of 
being  equal  to  the  revenues,  had  exceeded  conftderably  the  national  income  in  the  year  ending 
“ Lady-Day,  1786,  and  that  the  excefs  of  the  expences  on  die  net  revenues  in  die  year  ending 
“ Lady-Day,  1787,  was  180,000/.  That  the  improvident  difpofition  of  the  public  money  in  the 
“ article  of  penfions,  was  one  among  many  other  caufes  of  that  excefs. 

“ .That  the  lift  of  penfions  on  the  1 ft  of  January,  1788,  appeared  to  have  increafed  to  the  amount 
“ of  96,289/.  per  annum,  exclufive  of  military  penfions,  and  charges  under  the  head  of  incidents  on 
the  civil  eftabliftiment,  and  additional  falaries  to  finecure  offices,  both  of  which  were  fubftan- 
tially  penfions;  a fum  greater  than  the  penfion  lift  of  England,  nearly  equal  to  half  of  the  charges 
“ on  die  civil  eftabliftiment,  even  in  its  prefent  enlarged  ftate,  and  exceeding  by  7000/.  in  one  year, 
“ the  charge  of  penfions  on  that  eftabliftiment  for  two  years,  ending  Lady-Day,  1737,  when  the 
“ commons  unanimoufly  voted  that  charge  an  improvident  difpofition  of  the  revenue,  an  injury  to 
the  crown,  and  detrimental  to  the  public. 

“ That  the  penfions  placed  on  the  civil  eftabliftiment  fince  the  24th  day  of  February,  1784,  ex- 
“ clufiveof  thofe  granted  in  lieu  or  exchange  of  former  penfions,  which  had  ceafed,  amounted  to 
“ 17,000?.  per  annum;  that  many  of  die  penfions  had  been  granted  to  members  of  that  houfe 
“ during  the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  in  violation  of  die  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  ho- 
nor  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

That  his  majefty’s  fen'ants  in  Ireland  were  ignorant  of  the  caufes  and  confiderations,  which 
“ induced  the  grants  of  other  penfions  witliin  the  above  period,  and  amounting  to  a confiderable 
“ fum. 

“ That  a fyftem  of  bartering  penfions  lately  eftabliflied,  was  become  an  objedl  of  univerfal  com- 
“ plaint;  that  the  pernicious  confequences  of  that  barter,  extended  even  further  than  an  abufe  of 
“ the  royal  bounty,  and  an  injury  of  the  charafter  of  the  parliament  and  government  of  diat  coun- 
“ try,  as  it  involved  the  pradtice  of  changing  the  names  of  perfons,  for  whofe  lives  penfions  were 
•“  formerly  granted ; of  fubftituting  in  the  place  of  thofe,  who  were  advanced  in  years,  the  names 
■“  of  very  young  perfons,  and  of  continuing  the  penfions  for  the  lives  of  Xuch  young  perfons ; a 

“ practice 
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Mr.  Monk  iMafon  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  were  the  only  two, 
who  fpoke  in  defence  of  the  adininiftration : they  complained  of  the  multi- 
farious • 

pradtice  which  muft  efFcdually  prevent  the  diminution  of  the  prefent  penfion  lift,  and  perpetuate 
''  a charge,  that  was  one  of  tire  greateft  burdens  on  the  eftablifliment. 

“ That  at  the  commencement  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  late  lord  lieutenant,  the  fum  of  4000^. 

” was  added  to  the  falary  of  the  chief  governor  of  that  kingdom,  and  2000/.  to  that  of  his.  princi- 
” pal  fecretaryj  that  notwilhflanding  this  encreafe  of  falaries  the  fum  charged  for  one  year,  ending 
Lady-Day,  1787,  as  expended  on  buildings  and  gardens  in  the  Phoenix  Park,  was  nearly  equal  in 
“ amount  to  half  the  falary  of  the  chief  governor,  exclufive  of  the  charge  incurred  fince  Lady-Day, 
1782,  of  43,936/.  by  purchafing  houfes  in  the  Park  for  the  accommodation  of  the  lord  lieutenant 
and  his  fecretary,  and  by  paying  falaries  and  other  expcnces  attending  the  Park  5 and  to  the  above* 
“ fums  were  to  be  added,  two  annuities  or  penfions,  making  together  750/.  granted  for  lives,  and 
“ charged  on  the  eftablifliment,  for  the  purpofe  of  completing  the  purchafe  of  houfes  in  the  Park 
“ for  the  chief,  and  another  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant. 

“ That  they  could  not  refrain  from  expreffing  their  apprehenfions  to  hismajefty,  that  the  firft  effedP 
produced  by  the  liberal  grant  of  his  commons,  in  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  the  lltuation  of  princi- 
“ pal  fecretary,  would  be  a charge  on  the  eftablilhment  of  that  kingdom,  of  a penfion  to  tlie  perfon 
“ who  enjoyed,  under  the  government  of  the  late  viceroy,  the  great  and  various  emoluments  of 
, “ that  office;  a meafure,  which  they  deprecated  as  pregnant  with  a two-fold  evil  to  that  country; 

“ an  immediate  increafe  of  the  public  burdens,  and  an  eftablilhed  precedent  for  fimilar  charges  in* 

“ future. 

“ That  they  had  reafon  to  apprehend  that  fuch  penfion  was  to  be  fo  enormous  as  to  exceed  con-  , 
fiderably  the  fum  which,  by  the  laws  of  England,  could  be  granted  to  any  one  perfon  for  a like* 
purpofe,  either  at  the  prefent  or  any  future  period. 

“ That  the  penfions  granted  during  the  period,  in  which  he  was  confidential  fecretary,  con- 
''  fiderably  exceeded  the  amount  of  thofe  placed  on  the  eftablilhment  duiin'g  the  adminiftration  of 
any  of  his  predecelfors,  for  the  laft  twenty  years. 

“ That  after  all  their  efforts  to  reftrain  the  grofs  and  repeated  abufes  in  the  difpofition  of  penfions’ 

” had  proved  ineffedtual,  and  their  expeftations  from  the  promifes  of  oeconoqiy  on  the  part  of  his- 
" majefty’s  minifters  had  been  uniformly  fruftrated,  they  had  one  certain  refource  in  his'majefty’s 
“ wifdom  and  juftice;  and  they  refted  affured,  that  they  fliould  obtain  relief  in  an  inflance,  in 
“ i,vhich  they  are.  peculiarly  tlie  objects  of  his  majefty’s  protedtion,  as  the  foie  authority,  under- 
“ which  the  fen  ants  of  the  crown  in  that  kingdom  placed  penfions  on  the  eftablilhment,  was  dc- 
“ rived  fromffiis  majeftj-’s  letters,  counterfigned  only  by  commiflioners  of  the  Treafury  of  Eng- 
“ land:  officers,  ■who  from  their  fituation  could  not  be  refponfible  to  that  houfe  for  their  condudt 
" in  the  application  of  the  revenues  of  that  country. 

" 1 hat  united  with  Great  Britain,  by  the  ties  of  common  intereft  as  well  as  mutual  affedtion, 
tliey  fupplicated  his  majefty,  as  the  common  father  of  his  people,  gracioully  to  permit  his  faith- 
“ ful  and  loyal  fubjedts  of  Ireland  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  falutary  regulations  adopted 
" in  Great  Britain  for  the  redudtion  of  public  expences ; and  they  firmly  relied  on  his  majefty  s 
“ paternal  goodnefs,  that  he  would  not  fuffer  Iris  faithful  fubjedls  in  that  kingdom,  to  endure  ffie 
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fiirious  mafs  of  matter  contained  in  the  motion,  which  it  M'as  impoflible 
tlien  to  anfwer  : fuch  a farago  liad  never  been  otfered  to  any  affembly;  they 
infilled  upon  the  meritorious  fervices  of  many  on  the  pcnfion  lift,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  a large  portion  of  the  grants  had  been  made  in  confequence  of 
addrelfes  from  parliament.*  In  order  to  get  lid  of  the  queftion  (on  which 
minifters  appeared  to  be  the  molt  fore)  the  queftion  of  adjournment  was  put, 
and  carried  by  103  againft  40. 

The  laft  thing,  which  particularly  arrefted  the  attention  of  parliament  durino- 
the  fefiion  was  Mr.  Conolly’s  humane  effort  to  relieve  his  poor  fellow  crea- 


“ fignal  mortification  of  obferving  in  tbe  conduft  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  in  England,  continued 
“ exertions  to  eftablifti  a permanent  lyftem  of  tlie  ftridleft  oeconomy,  as  far  as  relates  to  Great 
“ Britain,  but  of  experiencing  in  the  arrangements  of  the  lame  minifters  refpefting  Ireland,  an 
“ uniform  difpofition  to  fanidion  unbounded  profufion.  Having  thus,  with  all  humble  fubmilTion, 
“ in  difeharge  of  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  indifpenfable  duty,  laid  before  his  majefty  the 
“ ftate  of  the  abufes  and  mifapplications  of  a confiderable  portion  of  the  public  revenues,  they 
“ molt  humbly  befought  his  majefty  for  redrefs  thereof,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pieafed  not  to 
“ grant  a penfion  exceeding  the  fum  of  300/.  per  annum,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  penfions  on 
“ the  civil  eftabliihment,  on  the  21  ft  of  January,  1788,  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  any  one  perfon,  and 
“ that  the  whole  amount  of  the  penfions  granted  in  any  one  year  fliould  not  exceed  the  fum  of  800/. 
'•  until  the  whole  penfion  lift  ftiould  be  reduced  to  80,000/.  nor  any  penfion  granted  after  the  faid 
” reduction  to  or  for  the  ufe  of  any  one  perfon,  which  ftiould  exceed  the  fum  of  1 200/.  per  annum, 
*•  except  to  his  majefty’s  royal  family,  or  on  an  addrefs  of  either  houfe  of  parliament. 

“ That  the  abufes  in  the  penfion  lift  had,  by  long  acquiefcence,  acquired  fuch  a degree  of 
'•  ftrength  as  to  render  the  many  private  virtues  and  acknowledged  conftitutional  principles  of  our 
" late  viceroy,  in  that  inftance,  almoft  inoperative  and  inefficacious ; and  they  had  too  much  rca-^ 
“ fon  to  apprehend,  that  even  the  good  intentions  of  their  prefent  chief  gov'ernor  would  be  fruf- 

trated,  unlefs  his  excellency’s  exertions  to  effeduate  the  fyftem  of  oeconomy  were  aided  and  fup- 
“ ported  by  his,majefty’s  gracious  and  decided  interference.” 

Mr.  Conolly  moft  chearfully  and  heartily  feconded  the  motion,  and  the  more  becaufehis  firfl:  mo- 
tion was  treated  with  negledt,  which  nothing  that  came  from  him  could  merit,  and  becaufe  the  law 
propofed  by  him,  being  a part  of  the  Britiffi  conftitution,  was  denied  to  that  kingdom.  It  was  in 
vain  for  that  country  to  feek  for  redrefs,  as  tlie  fame  gentlemen  were  alw'ays  confulted  upon  the 
arrival  of  a new  viceroy  and  his  fecretary,  the  fame  meafures  recommended,  and  at  any  rate  an  in- 
demnity granted  for  the  paft.  The  right  honorable  fecretary  had  been  informed  of,  and  had  adopted 
tlie  old  fyftem  of  governing  that  country.  There  were  gentlemen  of  equal  knowledge,  worth  and 
integrity  on  that  fide  of  the  houfe,  and  that  kingdom  could  be  governed  at  half  its  prefent  expence. 
But  as  that  fide  of  the  houfe  had  no  other  way  of  communicating  their  fentiments  to  government,  it 
had  gone  into  a true  ftate  of  fadts  for  their  information,  and  that  of  the  people.  Fafts  that  could  be 
proved  at  their  bar,  not  to  the  fatisfaftion,  but  to  the  mortification  of  the  people. 

* 8 Pari.  Deb.  p.  373. 
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tares  by  the  repeal  of  the  Hearth  Tax.  He  had  had  it  in  his  intention  for 
two  years.:  he  had  indeed  laft  year  been  deterred  from  it,  by  the  mifconducl 
of  feveral  of  thofe,'  who  Avould  be  chiefly  relieved  by  the  repeal.  He  wilhed 
to  give  full  time  for  confidcring  the  fubjecl:  and  procuring  accurate  infor- 
mation upon  it,  and  accoi  dingly  moved, 

Firft.  d'hat  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  this  houfe,  on  the  firft  day  of 
next  feffion,  an  account  of  the  houfes,  in  counties  at  large  in  this  kingdom, 
paying  hearth-money,  which  are  not  of  a greater  value  than  30s.  per  annum, 
on  the  full  improved  rent,  and  are  inhabited  by  perfons,  who  have  not  lands, 
goods,  or  chattels,  of  the  value  of  5/.  in  their  pofleffion. 

Secondly,  That  the  minifiers  or  curates,  and  churchwardens,  of  the  different 
])arifhes,  in  counties  at  large,  in  this  kingdom,  do  on  or  before  the  firft  day 
of  January  next,  return  to  the  regifters  of  the  refpe61ivc  diocefes  in  this 
kingdom  an  account  of  all  the  houfes,  in  their  refpective  parilhes,  paying 
hearth-money,  which  are  not  of  a greater  value  than  30^.  per  annum,  on  the 
full  improved  rent,  and  are  inhabited  by  perfons,  who  have  not  lands,  goods, 
or  chattels  of  the  value  of  5/.  in  their  poffeffion. 

Thirdly,  Ordered  that  a copy  of  this,  and  the  above  refolution,  figned  by  the 
fpeaker  of  this  houfe,  be  forthwith  fent  to  the  regifters  of  the  refpeftive 
diocefes  in  this  kingdom,  and  that  faid  regifters,  immediately  on  the  receipt 
thereof,  do  ferve  the  minifters  or  curates,  and  churchwardens,  of  the  different 
parilhes,  in  their  refpective  diocefes,  with  copies  of  the  above  refolution,  and 
that  faid  regifters  do,  on  the  firft  day  of  next  feffion,  lay  before  this  houfe, 
all  fuch  accounts  as  ftiall  be  returned  to  them,  by  minifters  or  curates,  and 
churchwardens,  purfuant  to  the  above  refolution,  and  alfo  a lift  of  the  names 
of  the  minifters  or  curates,  and  churchM’ardens,  whom  they  have  ferved  with 
a copy  of  fuch  order,  together  with  the  names  of  the  parilhes,  to  which  they 
refpectively  belong.* 

The  chancellor  of  the  Exchefpier  and  feveral  gentlemen  on  the  Treafury 
Bench  oppofed  the  motions  : upon  which  ]\Ir.  Conolly  obferved,  that  he 
conceived  the  reluctance  of  gentlemen  to  have  the  matter  inveftigated,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  many  frauds,  that  would  come  to  light  in  confequence  of 


* The  motions  were  feconded  by  Mr.  O’Neile,  who  had  long  employed  his  mind  upon  the  fub- 
ject ; but  had  given  it  up  in  defpair.  Mr.  O'Neile,  who  was  afterwards  raifed  to  the  peerage,  was 
always  a popular  character.  At  prefent  he  was  in  the  zenith  of  favor  for  the  lharp  rebuke  he  had 
given  laft  feflion  to  the  attorney  general. 

VoL.  11.  BP  inveftigation; 
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iiivcftigatlon ; when  it  would  appear  that  patronage  was  at  the  bottom  of 
their  refufal.  Was  it  not  well  known,  Avhen  a gentleman  folicited,  from  the 
minifter,  a hearth-money  collection,  that  inftead  of  40/.  a year,  its  nominal 
value,  that  lie  confidered  it  as  from  1 to  200/.  a year,  and  whence  did  that 
arife,  but  out  of  the  plunder  of  the  people,  already  too  wretched,  by  taking 
indulgence  money,  and  by  aftenrards  taking  their  pot,  their  blanket,  and  at 
laft  their  door,  and  making  w'hat  return  they  thought  proper  to  the  public 
treafury.  The  very  aft  itfelf  originated  in  injuftice,  and  it  ivas  continued  in 
oppreflion.  Gentlemen  feemed  to  have  forgotten  its  origin.  This  tax  was 
given  in  England  and  Ireland  to  Charles  II.  in  lieu  of  his  right  to  wardfhip 
and  marriage.  The  poor  felt  none  of  that  oppreffion,  they  cared  not  whom 
their  children  married ; not  fo  the  rich  ; but  ftill  this  tax  w'as  by  the  rich  put 
upon  the  poor.  At  the  Revolution,  in  England,  King  William  took  aw^ay 
this  tax,  and  fubftitutcd  a window  tax  in  the  place  of  it ; the  houfe  of  a 
poor  man  there,  having  only  fix  wdndow^s  was  exempted.  Compare  an  Eng- 
lifh  houfe  wath  fix  window's,  to  an  Irifli  houfe  w'ith  only  one  hearth. 

He  faid,  that  he  did  not  even  intend  to  take  in  all  the  houfes  in  Ireland  in 
this  predicament,  but  only  to  exempt  the  lower  order  of  people,  as  defcribed 
in  this  refolution  ; the  farmer,  and  many  others,  w'ere  well  able  to  pay ; and  it 
would  not  ferve  them,  to  take  off  an  old  and  ffinted  tax,  that  would  not  grow, 
and  leave  them  open  to  the  rapacity  of  miniilers,  Arho,  w'hen  they  might  w'ant 
money,  w’ould  fubftitute  a new  tax,  Avhich,  from  its  youth,  might  be  an  in- 
creafingone,  the  poor  man  (as  he  Avoiild  afterwards  prove)  could  not,  from  his 
means,  lu’e  honeftly ; (he  fpoke  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  metropolis  in 
Avhich  he  lived,)  and  he  did  not  believe  the  poor  Avere  better  oft’in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  except  in  the  heart  of  the  linen  manufadturing  counties.  If 
he  lliould  prove  that  the  poor  could  not  live  honeftly  upon  Avliat  they  earned, 
he  fhould  confider  government,  in  enadling  this  tax,  to  be  acceffaries  before 
the  fadl,  in  the  many  depredations  they  Avere  obliged  to  commit  upon  their 
neighbours.  That  he  did  not  mean  to  blame  either  tha.t  or  late  adminiftra- 
tions,  for  that  effect,  but  to  hope  that  the  recent  one  would  put  an  end  to  it, 
efpecially  as  the  circumftances  of  the  countr}',  as  lately  ftated  by  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  Averein  fuch  a profperous  Avay,  as  to  haA'e  induced  him 
to  bring  forAvard  a bill  for  reducing  the  public  intereft  of  money,  from  fix  to 
five  per  cent.  The  Avhole  of  this  obnoxious  tax  could  be  taken  off,  and  the 
quantum  of  its  produce  nearly  paid  out  of  the  redundancy  of  thofe  taxes,  that 
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were  voted  in  1/85,  which  were  then  calculated  to  produce  140,000/.  but 
had  lince  produced  1 90,000/.  They  were  voted  to  equalize  our  revenue  to 
our  expences,  at  the  opening  of  a commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which 
liad  failed,  God  reft  its  manes!  and  thank  God  they  were  then  in  profperity 
with  a free  trade,  as  undefined  as  the  prerogative,  and  he  hoped  it  v ould  thrive 
as  well. 

He  then  Rated  the  jircamble  of  the  a<T  of  William  and  IMary,  upon  the  re- 
peal of  the  hearth  money  tax  in  England.  It  was  declared  therein,  to  be 
“ not  only  a great  oppreffion  to  the  poorer  fort,  but  a badge  of  flavery  upon 
“ the  whole  people;  expofmg  every  man's  houfe  to  be  entered  into,  and  fearch- 
“ cd  at  pleafure,  by  perfons  unknown  to  him  and  therefore  to  ere^l  a lafiing 
monument  of  his  majefty’s  gooduefs  in  every  houfe  in  the  kingdom,  the 
duty  of  hearth-money- was  taken  away  and  abolilhed.  Now,  if  King  Wil- 
liam did  this  for  his  Englilh  fubjecls,  why  fhould  not  his  prefent  majefty  erc6i; 
a laffmg  monument  of  his  goodnefs  in  every  poor  man’s  houfe  in  Ireland? 
Were  his  majefKq  faid  IMr.  Conolly,  thoroughly  and  honeftly  informed  of  the 
fituation  of  our  poor  countrymen,  he  would  willingly  Rand  theif  friend.  They 
were  fufiiciently  taxed  by  their  fituation  in  life;  they  procured  bread  for  the 
community,  and  fought  the  battles  of  their  country.  If  they  could  not  pay 
the  tax  out  of  their  honeft  earnings,  as  an  account  of  their  expences  in  living 
would  prove,  he  hoped  the  tax  upon  them  would  be  abolilhed.* 

So, 

■*  Mr. 'Conolly  then  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  the  following  ftatement  of  a poor  man’s  necelTary  fub-= 

fiftence  through  the  year.  ' 

One  man  confumes  Sum. 


Ver  day. 

In  the  year. 

Price. 

1. 

s. 

d. 

7 lb.  of  potatoes 

7 bar.  I'j ft. 

at  5s.  per  bar. 

1 

18 

0 

1 02.  of  butter 

22lb.  13  02. 

at  64.  per  lb. 

1 1 

4X 

1 - 1 2th  part  of  a ftone  1 

s 3 c-wt.  6 Jc.  1 pottle. 

at  1 is.  per  cwt. 

2 

1 

sX 

of  oaten  meal 

i 

3 pints  of  butter-milk 

136  gal.  7 pints. 

at.  id.  for  3 quai 

'ts 

15 

4i 

Sait 

- 

- 

1 

0 

1 kifh  of  turf  per  week 

40  kilhes 

at  18(7.  per  kith 

3 

0 

0 

Houfe  rent 

- 

- 

1 

2 

9 

Clotlfrng 

. 

- 

IG 

0 
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So  warmly  did  i\Ir.  Con  oily  prefs  this  matter  upon  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
houfe,  that  he  faid,  confcious  that  he  was  right,  he  pledged  himfelf  to'perfe- 
A*ere  to  the  laft  hour  of  his  life,  as  long  as  he  Ihould  have  a feat  in  that  houfe, 
when  he  could  no  longer  fpeak  handing,  he  v'ould  throw  out  his  feeble 
voice  from  his  feat  to  emancipate  his  poor  fellow-creatures  and  countrymen 
from  a tax  fo  oppreffive  to  them,  and  fo  diigraceful  to  the  government  that 
continued  to  enforce  it.  Such,  however,  was  the  influence  againft  the  mo- 
tion, that  it  was  negatived  without  a divifion. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  the  fpeaker,  on  prefenting  the  money  bills,  made 
the  following  fpeech  to  the  lord-lieutenant : 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“'THE  Commons  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  1785,  made  a 
“ great  and  fpirited  effort,  by  a large  increafe  of  taxes,  to  form  a fteady  fyf- 
“ tern  for  the  annual  fupply  of  the  public  expence. 

“ Such  a fyftem,  defirablc  in  all  countries,  and  at  all  times,  is  particularly 
“ neceflary  to  a commercial  ftate,  where  the  profpecl  of  new  loans  mull  induce 
“ fludluations  in  the  price  of  money,  injurious  to  the  fteady  courfe  of  trade. 

“ It  was  happily  adopted  here;  and  this  is  the  third  fuccefflve  feffion  in 
“ which  the  national  debt  has  not  been  increafed  by  any  new  loan,  nor  has 
“ any  new  tax  been  impofed. 

“ Thus  the  fyftem  has  anfwered  ; it  feems  fettled,  and  the  people  confide  in 
“ it.  Under  its  influence,  public  credit  has  rifen  high;  and  private  credit, 
“ unawed  by  any  fear  of  interference  from  the  nation's  borrowing,  extends 
“ itfelf  with  fafety  to  encourage  induflry,  promote  enterprize,  and  enlarge  the 

Labourer’s  means  of  fubfiftence. 

Labourers  at  7d.  and  8d.  per  day,  the  average  I.  s.  d. 

y^d.  deducing  52  Sundays  and  lO  holidays,  k 9 9 4| 

the  amount  for  303  working  days  comes  to  \ 

Balance  againft  the  poor  man  — ^ — i6  10| 

/ 10  6 2f 

He  faid,  one  kith  of  turf  per  week,  will  fcarcely  allow  of  the  neceflar)’  faving  towards  fupplying 
a fire  to  boil  the  potatoes,  and  bake  the  griddle,  bread,  during  the  twelve  weeks  in  fummer  left  out 
of  this  calculation. 

Neither  beer  or  meat  are  allowed  the  poor  man  in  the  above  account,  becaufe  he  cannot  purebafe 
them. 

“ commercial 
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“ commercial  capital : manufaftures  have  in  confeqiience  been  extended, 
“ our  exports  increafed,  and  the  kingdom  feels  a profperity  unknown  in  any 
former  time. 

“ Such  are  thehappj^  effeds  of  liberal  fupplies  Avifely  adminiltered ; and  the 
commons,  fenfible  of  thofe  effeds,  do  now,  with  the  mofl  dutiful  zeal  for  his 
“ majefty’s  fervice,  and  Avith  the  fullcft  confidence  in  your  excellency's  expe- 
“ rienced  Avifdom  and  affedionate  attachment  to  this  kingdom,  grant  the  fame 
“ fupplies  in  the  bills  I haA'e  the  honor  to  prefent  to  your  excellency,  in  their 
“ name,  for  the  royal  affent.” 

On  the  14th  of  April,  ]\Ir.  Grattan,  Avith  that  undaunted  perfe\^erance  fo 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  returned  once  more  to  the  fubjed  of  tithes,  and  fubmit- 
tcd  to  the  houfe  a ftring  of  refolutions,  Avhich  he  meant  to  move  regularly  in 
the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  feffion.  In  doing  this,  his  Aviih  Acas  to  have  the 
great  principles  of  redrefs  thoroughly  confidered  ; and  particularly  that  thefe 
propofitions  fhoukl  be  fubmitted  to,  and  maturely  A\  eighed  by  the  church,  as 
the  foundation  of  future  bills,  to  ftand  the  fentiments  of  the  commons,  and 
to  be  (if  thefe  fentiments  fliould  be  refifted  by  a right  reverend  bench)  their 
acquittal  and  juftification  to  the  public.  He  folloAved  up  each  refolution 
with  a moft  imprdfiA’e  comment.*  Nothing  elfe  of  an  interefting  nature 

came 

* 8 Pari.  Debates,  p.  44.^,  &c.  The  refolutions  were  fo  far  oppofed  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  as 
to  keep  them  out  of  the  journals,  though  he,  and  the  other  gentlemen  on  the  Treafury  bench,  who 
fpoke  on  the  occalion,  did  not  pretend  to  controvert  the  principles.  The  refolutions  were  as  follows  : 
“ I.  Refuhed,  That  it  would  greatly  encourage  the  improvement  of  barren  lands  in  Ireland,  if 
faid  lands,  for  a certain  time  after  being  reclaimed,  were  exempt  from  the  payment  of  tithes. 

“ 11.  Rcfohed,  That  a domefiic  fupply  of  flax  is  an  objedt,  to  which  all  his  majefty’s  fubjeAs  of 
“ Ireland-Ihould  contribute. 

“ III.  That  this  houfe  greatly  contributed  to  faid  objeA  by  various  bounties,  but  that  the 
“ linen  manufaAure  had  only  flourilhed  in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  a total  exemption 
" from,  or  a fmall  compofition  for  the  tithe  of  flax  has  exifted. 

“ IV,  Refolved,  That  in  order  to  extend  the  linen  manufaAure,  faid  exemption  or  compofition 
fliould  be  made  general. 

V.  Refolved,  That  potatoes  are  the  principal  fubfiftence  of  the  poor  in  Ireland,  and  are,  in  a 
great  part  of  the  kingdom,  moft  fortunately  exempt  from  tithe. 

“ VI.  Refolved,  That  it  would  much  contribute  to  relieve  the  poor  of  the  fouth  of  this  king- 
” dom,  if  the  benefit  of  faid  exemption  were  extended  to  them  j and  that  if  it  fliould  be  made  to  ap- 
“ pear  that  the  oAvners  of  tithe  fliould  fuffer  thereby,  that  houfe  Avould  make  them  juft  compenfa- 
" tion. 
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came  before  parliament  during  that  feflion  : it  was  prorogued  on  the  14th' of 
April,  1788,  to  the  aftoniilnnent  of  the  nation.  The  natural  quicknefs  of 
their  fenfations  was  accelerated  by  difappointment,  when  they  found,  that 
all  that  was  done  relative  to  tithes  was,  to  provide  for  the  clergy  what  fo4ne  of 
them  had  loft  by  retention  of  the  tithes  in  the  two  preceding  years,  and  to  fe- 
cure  to  them  for  ever  a tithe  of  hemp  of  os.  per  acre.  The  failure  in  e\'ery  po- 
pular attempt  of  the  patriots,  went  but  alittle  uaay  tofoothc  theruffledminds  of 
the  diftrelfed  peafantry  in  the  provinces,  or 'of  the  middling  and  higher  orders 
in  the  metropolis  and  large  towns,  Notwithftanding  the  increafe  of  peace 
officers  under  the  police  bill,  it  was  farcahically  obferved,  that  his  excellency 
had  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  deeply  at  heart,  for  that,  upon 
the  flighteft  appearance  of  interruption,  he  was  fure  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
militaiy.  It  is  incident  to  human  nature,  to  fee  the  various  events  of  the  day 
through  the  medium  of  that  difpofition,  Avith  which  the  fpedlator  is  at  the 
time  affected ; and  as  the  public  mind  had  not  as  yet  debarrafled  itfelf  of 
all  the  prejudices,  prepofleffions,  and  refentment,  A\hich  the  fucceffive  influ- 
ence, triumph,  and  degradation  of  the  volunteers,  had  produced  ; and  as  the 
police,  and  other  late  racafures  of  government,  were  dircdlly  calculated  to  ex- 
tinguilh  that  fpirit  in  the  people,  out  of  which  the  volunteer  army,  and  all  the 
confequent  benefits  had  arifen  to  the  nation,  it  was  impofliblc,  that  the  army 
ihould  not  have  been  confidcred  ufelefs  for  internal  regulation,  or  viewed  with 
an  eye  of  jcaloufy  or  difguft  by  thofe,  aa  Iio,  in  their  abfence,  had  preferved  the 
peace,  and  Avorked  the  happinefs  and  Avelfare  of  their  countr}'’.  Great  jea- 
loufy,  forenefs,  and  irritation,  manifefted  themfelvcs  throughout  the  kingdom, 
on  the  report  of  a plan  for  multiplying  barracks,  and  furrounding  the  ifland 
with  a military  cordon  for  the  preventing  of  fmuggling  : buildings,  in  the  na- 
ture of  guard -houfes,  Avere  to  be  erected  on  the  coaft,  at  the  diftance  of  ten 
miles  from  each  other,  AA'ith  a guard  of  tAvehe  men  and  a ferjeant  to  each. 
The  prefent  fyftcm  of  government  could  not  be  fuccefsfully  carried  on  Avith- 
out  extraordinary  countenance  to  the  army  on  one  fide,  and  ftronger  checks, 


" V II.  Re/vh  ed,  That  that  houfe  would  be  ready  to  relieve  the  owners  of  tithes  from  the  necef- 
fity  of  drawing  the  fame;  and  to  give  faid  owners  a power  of  recovering  the  value  of  the  fame, 
in  all  cafes,  by  civil  bill,  or  olherwife,  provided  faid  oAvners  of  tithe  fliould  conform  to  certain 
" rateages  to  be  afeertained  by  aT  of  parliament. 

“ VIII.  Re/vh'ed,  That  the  better  to  fecure  the  refidence  of  the  clergy,  a moderate  tax  on 
"■  n®n-refidents  woitld  be  expedient.” 

than 
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than  what  were  perhaps'prudent,  upon  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  people, 
on  the  other.  The  feelings  of  the  people  without  were  in  ftri^I  unifon  with 
the  fentiments  of  the  patriots  A\  ithin  the  walls  of  parliament ; and  the  lord- 
lieutenant  finding  himfelf  preffed  the  weight  of  talent,  influence,  and 
popularity  of  tliofe,  who  had  ranged  themfelves  in  oppofition  to  his  meafures, 
got  rid  of  them  by  an  early  prorogation,  that  he  might  bufy  himfelf  without 
interruption,  in  his  fayorite  fubaltern  fyftem  of  oeconomical  reform. 

Animated  with  a laudable  indignation  againft  the  rapacious  and  bare-faced 
praftices  of  the  clerks,  and  other  fubaltern  officers  in  the  different  fifeal  de- 
partments of  goyernment,  he  feized  all*' their  keys,  examined  himfelf  their 
papers  and  accounts,  and  fubjedited  them  to  the  moft  rigorous  ferutiny,  and 
demanded  inftant  payment  of  outflanding  balances.  An  univerfal  panic 
feized  the  whole;  many  defaulters  fled  the  country,  others  cut  their  throats, 
and  fome  few,  relying  on  the  fympathies  and  countenance  of  their  immediate 
fuperiors  in  office,  flood  the  brunt  of  the  enquiry,  and,  either  eluded  by  dex- 
terity, or  foftened  by  falfe  promifes  the  anger  of  their  indignant  governor. 
Some  few  were  ultimately  difrniffed  with  difgrace.  In  thefe  fecondary  de- 
partments nothing  was  fo  minute,  which  the  ferutinizing  eye  of  his  excel- 
lency would  not  defeendto  infpeft.  The  profligacy  of  official  profuflon  was 
truly  incredible:  peculation  reigned  in  every  department  where  public  money 
was  handled,  or  public  property  difpofeable:  the  public  accounts  were  wound 
up  yearly  with  fonnidable  items  for  balances  in  the  hands  of  colledlors,  trea- 
furers,  and  pay-mafters,  or  arrears  due  by  former  great  officers  who  had  re- 
ceived their  employments  without  fecurity,  or  had  been  difearded  for  mifeon- 
du6f,  or  were  dead,  or  had  fled,  or  become  bankrupt.  Such  was  the  invete- 
racy of  this  difeafe,  that  each  fucceeding  viceroy,  on  clofe  infpeclion,  was  afraid 
to  touch  it;  until  the  IMarquis  of  Buckingham,  with  more  courage  or  more 
temerity  than  his  predeceflbrs,  ventured  to  upfet  the  hornets’  hive,  and  deve- 
lope  the  wicked  workings  of  thefe  official  peculators.  In  the  ordnance  and 
treafury,  the  grofleft  frauds  pervaded  almofl  every  department.  The  public 
flores  were  plundered  with  impunity  in  the  open  day.  The  arms,  ammunition, 
and  military  accoutrements,  condemned  as  ufelefs,  were  flolen  out  at  one  gate, 
and  bought  in  at  the  other,  as  purchafed,  and  charged  anew  to  the  public 
account.  Journeymen  armourers,  Avho  worked  in  the  arfenal,  feldom  went 

* When  Mr.  Corry  was  made  furveyor  of  the  ordnance,  his  firfl:  aft,  was  to  lock  up  and  feal  the 
delks  of  the  feveral  clerks,  who  were  difraifTed  inftantly. 
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home  to  their  meals  without  conveying  away  a inufket,  fword,  or  brace  of 
})iltols,  as  lawful  perquifites,-  and  fanctioned  by  the  connivance  of  their  fupe- 
riors.  Clerks  in  fubordinate  departments,  with  falaries  of  100/.  per  annum, 
or  lefs,  kept  handfome  houfes  in  town  and  country,  with  fplendid  eftablidr- 
ments;  fome  of  them  became  purchafers  of  loans  and  lotteries  : all  exhibited 
figns  of  redundant  opulence. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1768,  the  county  of  Armagh  was  difturbed  by 
the  increafed  animofity  and  outrages  of  the  Peep  of  Day  Boys,  and  Defenders. 
Thefe  two  fets  had  been  advancing  in  numbers,  fyftem,  and  ferocity,  ever 
fmce  the  year  1785;  they  arofe,  like  many  other  confiderable  and  tumultuary 
fets  or  denominations  of  men,  from  mere  accident.  An  altercation  took  place 
between  two  peafants,  who  happened  to  be  Prelbyterians  : amongft  the  fpec- 
tators  of  the  affray,  was  a Roman  Catholic,  who  took  a part  with  one  of  the 
combatants  ; at  which  the  other  fwore  perpetual  vengeance : this  fpirit  of  dif- 
ference was  kept  up,  and  the  neighbours  began  to  take  a part  with  the  original 
combatants,  according  to  their  intimacies  of  friendihip  : the  fpirit  of  difcord 
fpread  from  families  to  villages;  they  embodied  and  called  themfelves  fleets, 
and  went  out  to  meet  and  flght  each  other;  hitherto  they  knew  no  other  dif- 
ference or  diftinction,  than  that  of  their  villages  or  townlhips  ; which,  from 
their  names,  they  called  the  Xappack  fleet,  and  the  Bawn  fleet;  a third  fet, 
living  about  Bunker’s-hill,  between  Newry  and  Armagh,  aflbciated  to  defend 
' themfelves  againfl;  the  Xappack  fleet,  and  calling  themfelves  defenders  joined 
the  Bawn  fleet.  IMany  on  both  fides  were  armed;  and  as  far  back  as  1785, 
near  a thoufand  men  on  both  fides  met  for  a regular  engagement,  which  Avas 
fortunately  prevented  by  fomc  gentlemen  of  property,  who  had  been  apprized 
of  their  intentions.  AVhen  once  affociations  of  this  fort  have  formed  them- 
felves into  bodies,  it  is  impoffible  that  the  fpirit  of  difcord,  or  revenge,  or 
even  frolic,  lliould  not  carry  them  beyond  their  original  intentions  and 
lead  them  into  new  mifchief,  arifing  out  of  the  fortuitous  circumftances  of 
their  unguarded  warmth.  In  this  part  of  the  country,  the  religious  divifion 
of  the  population  was  different  from  moft  other  diftridts  in  Ireland  ; the  Pro- 
teflants  were  the  more  numerous,  and  of  thefe  the  greater  part  were  Prefby- 
terians.  As  the  difcord  and  animofity  increafed,  fome  aceidental  differences 
about  religion  blew  up  a religious  diflention  amidit  both  parties;  and,  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  they  formed  into  a new  divifion,  and  enlifted  under  the  oppofite 
banners  of  the  Proteflant  and  Catholic  religions.  Of  all  grounds  of  diffen- 
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lions,  religion  is  ever  the  moft  inveterate,  and  inoft  to  be  dreaded,  A tunnd- 
tiiary  fpirit  had  fo  long  pervaded  thele  unfortunate  people,  tlnit  as  they  had 
once  armed  and  arrayed  themfelves  for  combat,  they  would  not  it  fcems  part  or 
difarm  without  fighting.  This  new  marllialling  of  their  whole  force  loon  gave 
rife  to  different  appellations  : for  the  Proteftants  taking  advantage  of  the  laws 
againft  Papihs  having  arms,  paid  their  antagonifts  very  early  domiciliary 
vifits  to  fcarch  for  arms,  in  which  they  w'ere  often  guilty  of  the  inoft  wanton 
outrages;  they  acquired  the  appellation  of  Peep  of  Day  Boys:  whiHl;  the 
others  alfuined  that  of  Defenders.  The  confcquence  of  this  new  divifiou 
of  parties  was,  that  their  mutual  ferocity  incrcafed,  and  frequent  rencounters 
terminated  in  blood.  Certain  it  is,  that  liy  timely  and  vigorous  exertions  of 
government,  this  fpirit  of  dilfenfion  and  outrage  might  have  been  at  any  time 
fubdued  and  extinguillied  ; but  unfortunately  the  unhappy  differences  were 
permitted  to  be  fomented  by  gentlemen  of  the  country  for  electioneering  or 
other  woife  purpofes.  Hence  the  fatal  origin  of  defenderifm. 

Either  for  the  purpofe  or  under  the  pretence  of  checking  this  fpirit  of  tur- 
bulence and  outrage,  in  this  year  recoiufe  again  was  had  to  the  railing  of 
fome  volunteer  corps,  by  way  of  ftrengthening,  as  it  was  faid,  tbe  arm  of  the 
civil  magiftrate.  It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  thefe  volunteer 
corps,  into  Avhich  they  refufed  to  admit  any  Catholic,  lliould  not  be  more 
obnoxious  to  the  defenders,  than  to  the  Peep  of  Day  Boys  : for  although 
they  lliould  not  have  diewm  favor  or  alfedfion  to  any  defeription  of  men  dif- 
turbing  the  public  tranquillity,  yet  it  was  the  firftpart  of  their  duty  to  difarm 
the  defenders  (being  Papifts),  and  in  their  arms  had  they  for  fome  time  found 
their  only  fafety  and  defence  againft  their  antagonifts.  Some  occafional  con- 
flicts happened  both  between  the  Defenders  and  Peep  of  Day  Boys,  and  be- 
tween the  Defenders  and  the  Volunteers.  As  a corps  of  volunteers  in  going 
to  church  at  Armagh  palfed  by  a Catholic  chapel,  a quarrel  arofe  with  fome 
of  the  congregation,  and  ftones  ivere  thrown  at  the  volunteers.  After  fervice, 
inftead  of  avoiding  the  repetition  of  infult  by  taking  another  route,  the  vo- 
lunteers procured  arms,  returned  to  the  fpot,  and  a conflidl  enfued,  in  which 
they  killed  fome  of  the  Catholic  congregation.  In  confcquence  of  thefe  ren- 
counters, and  the  defenders  procuring  and  retaining  ivhat  lire  amis  they  could, 
the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  governor  of  the  county,  and  the  grand  jury,  pub- 
lilhed  a manifefto  againft  all  Papifts,  who  Ihould  alfemble  in  arms,  and  alfo 
againft  any  perfon,  who  lliould  attempt  to  difarm  them  without  legal  autho- 
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rity.  In  addition  to  tliefe  efforts,  fome  of  the  Peep  of  Day  Boys  fought  alfo 
to  difarm  their  antagonifts  by  means  of  the  law:  they  accordingly  indi6ted 
fome  of  the  defenders  at  the  fummer  affizes  of  1788  ; but  Baron  Hamilton 
qualhed  the  indidlments,  and  difmiffed  both  parties  with  an  impreffive  ex- 
hortation to  live  in  peace  and  brotherly  love.  The  Defenders  about  this  time 
were  charged  with  openly  fending  challenges  both  to  the  Peep  of  Day  Boys 
and  the  volunteers  to  meet  them  in  the  field  : the  fadt  w^as,  that  the  de- 
fenders certainly  did  look  upon  them  both  as  one  common  enemy  combined 
to  defeat  and  opprefs  them : wdiilft  therefore  this  open  hoftility  between  the 
tw'o  parties  fublifted  and  rankled  under  the  daily  feftering  fore  of  religious 
acrimony,  the  defenders,  who  knew^  themfelves  armed  againft  law',  though 
in  felf-defence  againft  the  Peep  of  Day  Boys,  became  the  more  anxious 
to  bring  their  antagonifts  to  an  open  trial  of  ftrength,  rather  than  re- 
main victims  to  the  repeated  outrages  of  their  domiciliary  vifits,  or  other  at- 
tempts to  difarm  them.  Thus  a private  fquabble  between  two  peafants  gra- 
dually fw'elled  into  a village  brawd,  and  ended  in  the  religious  w'ar  of  a whole 
diftridt.  Some  fymptoms  of  renovated  difturbances  alfo  broke  out  in  the 
fouth.  The  prorogation  of  parliament,  without  having  adminiftered  any  relief 
to  their  grievances,  w'as  not  likely  to  inereafe  or  fpread  amongft  them  a fpirit 
of  content  or  gratitude. 

We  now  approach  the  period  of  Irifli  hiftory,  pregnant  with  thofe  awful 
circumftances,  wdiicli  it  has  lately  been  the  ftudy,  affedlation,  or  rage  of  mo- 
dern writers  to  connedl  with  the  late  Irilh  rebellion  in  whatever  manner  it 
beft  fuited  their  \'iew's,  interefts,  or  paffions  : and  as  the  incorporate  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms  followed  fo  clofely  upon  the  heels  of  that  rebellion,  it 
becomes  the  hiftorian’s  duty  to  condudl  his  reader  by  an  uninterrupted  chain 
of  fadls  to  that  eventful  pei  iod  of  union,  whieh  it  is  the  wdfli  of  every  loyal 
fubjedlofhis  majefty  may,  as  it  certainly  ought  to  be  produdlive  of  accumu- 
lative and  permanent  profperity  to  the  Britifti  empire.  Whoever  has  lived  to 
fee  and  refledl  impartially  upon  the  awful  effedls  of  the  laft  twelve  years  in  the 
politieal  turns  of  human  government,  will  allow  the  fuperior  neceftity,  at  the 
prefent  above  any  former  period,  of  aferibing  effedls  to  their  real  caufes. 
Inattention  to  this  tranfeendent  duty  of  the  ftatefman  in  Ireland,  appears  to 
have  been  immediately  productive  of  many  of  thofe  difafters,  which  the  tears 
of  a century  will  not  efface. 

From  the  year  J77D,  wdien  Lord  Clare  tells  us,  that  the  imhecility  of  Lord 
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Buckbighamjhire’s  government  had  arrayed  the  volunteer  army,  the  ^vhoIe 
Irifh  nation  had  been  fucceflively  feized  with  a fpirit  of  civil  freedom  and  in- 
dependence, which  had  not  been  felt,  or  at  leaft  had  not  been  diewn  for  fe- 
veral  preceding  centuries.  We  have  traced  that  fpirit  through  its  feveral  gra- 
dations to  its  zenith;  and  when  by  its  undaunted  perfeverance  it  had  pro- 
cured all  it  demanded  in  1782,  we  have  obferved  it  at  firft  disjointed  by  in- 
ternal dilference,  and  when  weakened  by  divifion,  we  have  feen  it  bought 
up  or  worked  down  by  all  the  allurements,  power,  and  influence  of  govern- 
ment. From  the  recal  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  every  meafu re  of  govern- 
ment had  a tendency  to  extinguilh  the  national  fpirit,  to  which  alone  the  le- 
giflativ^e  independence  of  Ireland  was  owing.  The  defection  of  the  members 
from  the  general  popularity  of  their  fentiments  in  1782,  was  at  fiiTt  rapid  with 
the  change  of  admiftration  in  all  thofe,  who  fyftematically  fupported  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  day.  Thefe  numerically  fccured  a majority  : but  the  great 
landed  interefts  of  the  country  remained  for  a time  ftaunch  to  the  principles, 
by  which  their  country  had  become  free  and  independent : with  them  lay 
the  weight  of  property,  of  talent,  and  natural  influence  over  all  that  part 
of  the  nation,  which  had  not  bartered  their  freedom  for  emolument  or  lucre. 
Although  the  minifter  commanded  confiderably  more  than  two  thirds  out  of 
the  three  hundred  votes  in  the  commons,  yet  fo  hardly  were  they  prefled  by 
the  minority,  both  as  to  the  popularity  of  the  fubje6ls  brought  under  the 
difcuflion  of  parliament,  and  the  fuperior  abilities,  with  which  they  Avere 
urged,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  almoft  indecently  curtailed  the  duration  of 
the  feflfion,  to  the  great  diflatisfaclion  of  the  minority  within  and  the  ma- 
jority out  of  parliament.  ]\Ir.  Yelverton’s  bill  and  all  the  tranfadtions  in 
the  year  1782  had  been  adopted  upon  the  genuine  principles  of  Whiggifm, 
which  the  Duke  of  Portland  at  that  time  profelfed,  and  every  true  friend  of 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  praftifed. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  it  was  the  will  of  fleaven  to  vifit  the  Britilh 
empire  Avith  a moft  diftrefsful  calamity.  A circumftance,  Avhich  placed  Ire- 
land in  a more  peculiar  delicacy  of  fituation,  than  any  other  part  of  the  em- 
pire. Soon  after  the  recefs  of  the  Britifli  parliament  in  the  middle  of  .TuIa', 
1788,  the  king,  Avho  had  been  for  fome  time  rather  indifpofed,  Avas  adviied 
by  his  phyflcians  to  try  the  mineral  Avaters  of  Cheltenham,  Avhich  feeined  to 
promife  the  re-eftablifliment  of  his  health.  During  his  refidence  there,  his 
majcfty  amufed  himfelf  and  gratified  his  people  by  A’arious  excurfions  in  the 
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vicinity  of  that  place,  {lif[)laylng  on  thcfe  occafions  much  condefcenfion  and 
affability,  and  being  every  v hcre  received  with  extraordinary  demonftrations 
li's  return  to  Windlbr,  his  illnefs  returned  with  new  and  alarm- 
ing  fymptoins ; and  in  the  month  of  October  it  was  generally  rumoured, 
that  the  malady  of  the  king  was  of  a nature  peculiarly  afflicting.  It  was 
however  tlie  natural  wifli  of  the  court,  that  it  fliould  not  be  credited  by  the 
])ublic,  earlier  than  the  dreadful  neceffity  required.  On  the  24th  of  October 
there  was  a levee  at  St.  James’s,  for  the  purpofe  of  quieting  the  alarm,  which 
the  report  of  his  indifpofition  had  fpread  amongff  the  people ; but  upon  his 
return  to  Windfor,  his  difordcr  took  a new  and  unfortunate  turn;  and  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  firft  week  in  November  it  was  generally  known,  that  it 
had  fettled  in  a delirium.  The  grief  and  confternation,  which  this  intelli- 
gence exciterl  amongff  all  ranks  of  his  affedlionate  fubje6ls  could  only  be 
equalled  by  the  joy  they  fo  confpicuoufiy  manifeffed  at  his  happy  recovery. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  repaired  immediately  to  Windfor,  where  he  was  met  by 
the  lord  chancellor ; they,  in  concert  with  the  queen,  took  fuch  meafures  re- 
lative to  the  domclfic  affairs  of  the  king,  as  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe  required. 
El  the  mean  time  all  thofe,  ivho  by  their  rank  and  fituation  in  the  ftate  were 
required  to  take  a part  in  fo  new  and  unexpedfed  an  exigence,  affembled  in 
the  capital ; and  an  exprefs  was  difpatched  to  Mr.  Fox,  at  that  time  on  the 
continent,  to  haften  his  return.* 

The  parliament  then  ftood  prorogued  to  the  20th  of  November;  and  as  the 
intended  commiffion  for  a further  prorogation  had  not  been  ilfued  by  the 
king,  its  meeting  took  place  upon  that  day,  as  a matter  of  courfe.f  The 
peers  and  the  commons  remained  in  their  feparate  chambers  ; and  the  chan- 
cellor in  the  lords,  and  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  commons,  having  notified  the  caufe 
of  their  affembling  without  the  ufual  notice  and  fummons,  and  ftated  the 
impropriety  of  their  proceeding  under  fuch  circumffances  to  the  difcuffion  of 
any  public  bufinefs  whatfoever,  both  houfes  refolved  unanimoufly  to  adjourn 
for  fifteen  days.  At  the  fame  time  ]\Ir.  Pitt  took  occafion  to*obferve,  that  it 
ivould  be  indifpenfably  neceffary,  in  cafe  his  majeffy’s  illnefs  lliould  unhappily 
continue  longer  than  the  period  of  their  adjournment,  that  the  houfe  fhould 

* Mr.  Fox  was  at  this  time  on  the  borders  of  Italy ; and  the  fatigue  of  travelling  incelTantly 
night  and  day,  in  order  to  return  in  time,  ferioufly  affe£led  his  health. 

f 25  Pari.  Deb.  p.  2. 
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take  into  immediate  confideration  the  means  offupplying,  as  far  as  they  -were 
competent,  the  want  of  the  royal  prefence  ; it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to 
enfure  a full  attendance,  in  order  to  give  every  poffible  weight  and  folem- 
nity  to  their  proceedings.  For  tliis  purpofe  it  was  ordered,  that  the  houfe 
thould  be  called  over  on  Tluirfday  the  4th  of  December  next,  and  that  the 
fpeaker  thould  fend  letters  requiring  the  attendance  of  every  member.  Or- 
ders to  the  fame  effect  were  made  by  the  lords. 

In  order  to  lay  fome  ground  for  the  proceeding  of  the  two  houfes  of  par- 
liament, a council  was  holden  at  Whitehall  on  the  day  preceding  their  meet- 
ing, to  which  all  the  privy  counfellors  were  fummoned.  Of  fifty-four  who 
attended,  twenty-four  were  of  the  party  of  oppofition.  The  phyficians,* 
who  had  attended  his  majefty  during  his  illncfs,  were  called  before  them  and 
fworn ; after  which  tliree  queftions,  which  had  been  previoufly  debated  and 
carried  in  the  council,  were  put  to  them  feverally.  The  firft  was,  “ Whether 
“ his  majelfy’s  indifpofition  rendered  him  incapable  of  meeting  his  parlia- 
“ ment,  and  of  attending  to  any  fort  of  public  bufinefs  ?”  To  this  they  an- 
fwered,  “ That  certainly  he  was  incapable.”  The  fecond  was,  “ What  was 
‘‘  their  opinion  of  the  duration  of  his  majefty’s  malady,  and  of  the  probabi- 

lity  of  a cure  ?”  To  this  they  anfwered,  “ That  there  w^as  a great  proba- 
“ bility  of  his  recovery,  but  that  it  was  impoffible  to  limit  the  time.”  The 
third  queftion  rvas,  “ Did  they  give  that  opinion  from  the  particular  fymp- 
“ toms  of  his  majefty ‘s  diforder,  or  from  their  experience  in  complaints  of  a 
“ fimilar  nature  ?”  To  this  their  general  anfwer  was,  “ That  it  was  from  expe- 
“ rience,  and  having  obferved,  that  the  majority  of  thofe,  wdio  were  afflicted 
“ w'ith  the  fame  difeafe,  had  recovered.” 

On  the  4th  the  two  houfes  being  affembled,  the  prefident  of  the  council  in- 
formed the  peers,  that  the  king,  by  the  continuance  of  his  indifpofition, 
was  rendered  incapable  of  meeting  his  parliament,  and  that  all  the  other 
functions  of  government  were  thereby  fufpended.  He  then  declared  it  to 
be  his  opinion,  that  in  that  difmembered  ftate  of  the  legiflature,  the  right  de- 
volved on  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  to  make  fuch  provifion  for  fupplying 
the  defect  as  Ihould  be  adequate  to  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe ; but  that  it  was 

* Tlie  phyficians  were  Sir  George  Baker,  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Dr.  Addington,  and  Dr.  Reynolds ; 
of  whom  Dr.  Addington  was  the  moft  fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  his  majefty's  recovery,  as  he  had 
feldomorever  known  cafes  attended  by  fuch  fymptoms  as  he  had  difeovered  in  his  majefty  fail  of  a 
happy  termination.  25  Par.  Deb.  p.  3. 


necefflirv, 

w * 


206 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


neceflaiy,  before  any  ftep  could  be  taken  in  fo  delicate  a bufinefs,,  that  the 
deficiency  fliould  be  fully  afcertained  : with  this  view  he  moved,  that  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  privy  council  lliould  be  read  ; vdiich  being  done,  the  following 
IMonday  was  appointed  for  taking  it  into  confideration. 

A motion  to  the  fame  efic6l  being  made  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, j\Ir.  Viner  exprtffed  his  doubt,  whether,  in  a matter  of  fuch  moment, 
and.  which  would  be  attended  with  fuch  important  confequenccs,  the  houfe 
could  proceed  upon  a report  from  the  privy  council,  without  further  exami- 
nation of  the  phyficians,  either  at  their  bar,  or  by  a committee  of  their  own. 
]Mr.  Pitt  urged,  in  reply,  the  delicacy  to  be  dilcutfed  ; and  remarked  further, 
that  the  examination  was  taken  upon  oath,  which  the  houfe  had  it  not 
in  their  poAver  to  adminifter.  IMr.  Fox  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Viner;  he  felt  the  propriety  of  acting  Avith  all  poffible  delicacy  ; but  if  de- 
licacy and  their  duty  ihould  happen  to  clalh,  the  latter  ought  not  to  be  fa- 
crificed  to  the  former. 

On  IMonday  the  8th  of  December  IMr.  Pitt,  either  convinced,  upon  fur- 
ther confideration,  of  the  propriety  of  IMr.  Viner’s  fuggeftion,  or  expe6ling 
that  the  probability  of  his  majefty’s  recovery  Avould  become  more  apparent 
upon  a fuller  enquiry  into  the  cafe,  came  forward  to  propofe,  that  a commit- 
tee of  tArenty-one  members  fiiould  be  appointed  to  examine  all  the  phyficians, 
Avho  attended  the  king  during  his  illnefs.  A like  committee  AA'as  appointed 
the  fame  day'  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ; and  the  members  in  both  Avere  chofen 
nearly  in  equal  numbers  from  each  fide  of  the  houfe. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  brought  up  on  the  10th,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  Mr.  Pitt  moved,  “ that  a committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
“ the  Journals  of  the  houfe,  and  report  precedents  of  fuch  proceedings  as 
“ may  have  been  had  in  cafes  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  authority 
“ being  prevented  or  interrupted  by  infancy,  ficknefs,  infirmity,  or  other- 
“ Avife,  Avith  a view  to  provide  for  the  fame.”  IMr.  Fox  obje6ted  to  the  mo- 
tion as  nugatory,  and  productive  of  unneceflTary  and  improper  delay.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  knew,  that  no  precedent  Avasto  be  found  of  the  fufpence 
of  the  executi\’e  government,  in  Avhich,  at  the  fame  time,  there  exifted  an  heir 
apparent  to  the  croAvn,  of  full  age  and  capacity.  For  his  part,  he  Avas  con- 
vinced, upon  the  matureft  confideration  of  the  principles  and  praCtice  of  the 
conftitution,  and  of  the  analogy  of  the  common  laAV  of  the  land,  that  Avhen- 
ever  the  fovereign,  from  ficknefs,  infirmity,  or  other  incapacity,  Avas  unable 
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to  exercife  the  fun6lions  of  his  liigh  office,  the  Iieir  apparent,  being  of  full 
age  and  capacity,  had  as  indifputable  a claim  to  tlie  exercife  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  fovereign,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  fuch  incapacity,  as  in  the  cafe  of  his  natural  demife.  And  as  to  the 
right,  which  he  conceived  the  Prince  of  Wales  had,  he  was  not  himfelf  to 
judge  when  he  was  entitled  to  exercife  it ; but  the  two  houfes  of  parliament, 
as  the  organs  of  the  nation,  were  alone  qualified  to  pronounce  when  the 
prince  ought  to  take  poffeflion  of  it,  and  exercife  his  right.  He  thought  it 
candid,  entertaining  this  opinion,  to  come  forward  fairly,  and  avow  it  at 
that  inltant ; and  therefore,  under  fuch  an  idea,  he  conceived,  that  as  fliort 
a time  as  poffible  ought  to  intervene  between  the  Prince  of  Wales's  aifuming 
the  fovereignty,  and  the  prefent  moment.  He  juftified  the  prince's  not 
making  this  his  indubitable  claim  himfelf,  by  imputing  his  defire  of  waving 
the  open  advancement  of  it,  to  his  having  been  bred  in  thofe  principles^ 
which  had  placed  his  illuftrious  houfe  on  the  throne,  and  to  his  known  re- 
verence and  regard  for  thofe  principles,  as  the  true  fundamentals  of  our  glo- 
rious conftitution,  in  the  maintenance  of  which,  his  family  had  fiourilhed  with 
fo  much  profperity  and  happinefs,  asfovereigns  of  the  Britilh  empire.  Hence 
it  was,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  chofe  rather  to  wait  the  decifion  of  parlia- 
ment, with  a patient  and  due  deference  to  the  conftitution,  than  to  urge  a 
claim,  that,  he  trufted,  a majority  of  that  houfe,  and  of  the  people  at  large, 
admitted ; and  which,  he  was  perfuaded,  could  not  be  reafonably  difputed. 
With  regard  to  the  examination  of  the  phyficians,  three  points  formed  the 
refult,  and  mull  be  the  fahjiratum^  on  which  that  houfe  would  neceflarily 
raife  the  fuperftru6lure,  whatever  it  might  be,  that  they  Ihould  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  ere6i:. 

1.  That  his  majefty  was  incapable  of  meeting  his  parliament,  or  proceeding 
to  bufinefs. 

2.  That  there  was  a great  profpecl,  and  a ftrong  probability,  of  his  re- 
covery. 

3.  But  that  with  refpecl  to  the  point  of  time,  when  that  recovery  would 
take  place,  they  were  left  in  abfolute  doubt  and  uncertainty. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  if  a claim  of  right  -were  intimated  (even  though  not 
formally)  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  affume  the  government,  it 
became  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  afcertain,  from  precedent  and  hiftory, 
W’hether  that  claim  Vv^ere  founded  ; which,  if  it  were,  precluded  the  houfe  from 
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the  poffibility  of  all  deliberation  on  the  fuhjecl.  In  the  mean  time  he  main- 
tained, that  it  would  appear,  from  evci  v precedent,  and  from  every  page  of 
our  hiftory,  that  to  aflert  fuch  a right  in  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  any  one 
clfe,  independent  of  the  decifion  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  was  little 
lefs  than  treafon  to  the  couftitution  of  the  country.  He  pledged  himfelf  to 
this  afl'ertion,  that  in  the  cafe  of  the  interruption  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of 
the  royal  authority,  without  any  previous  lawful  provifion  having  been  made 
for  carrying  on  the  government,  it  belonged  to  the  other  branches  of  the 
legillature,  on  the  part  of  the  nation  at  large,  the  body  they  reprefented,  to 
provide,  according  to  their  direction,  for  the  temporary  exercife  of  the  royal 
.authority,  in  the  name,  and  on  tlie  behalf,  of  the  fovereign,  in  fuch  manner 
as  they  iliould  think  requifite ; and  that,  unlefs  by  their  decifion,  the  Prince 
of  V’ales  had  no  right,  (fpeaking  of  ftrief  right)  to  aflume  the  government, 
more  than  any  other  individual  fubject  of  the  country.  What  parliament 
ought  to  determine  on  that  fubject,  was  a queftion  of  diferetion.  However 
ftrong  the  arguments  might  be  on  that  ground,  in  favor  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  which  he  would  not  enter  into  at  that  time,  it  did  not  affect  the 
queftion  of  right ; becaufe,  neither  the  whole,  nor  any  part,  of  the  royal 
authority  could  belong  to  him  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  unlefs  conferred 
by  the  houfes  of  parliament. 

The  exclufive  right  of  the  prince  to  the  regency  under  the  phyfical  inabi- 
lity of  his  royal  father,  was  flrenuoully  and  ingenioully  fupported  in  both 
houfes  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition,  and  warmly  and  ably  oppofed 
by  the  minilterial  members.  Although  on  this  great  and  important  occafion 
the  number  of  the  former  were  confiderably  encreafed  : yet  the  minillcr  was 
fecure  on  every  queftion  of  a majority  of  upwards  of  threefcore  in  the  Com- 
mons, and  of  a larger  proportion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Lord  Loughbo- 
rough, who  on  this  occafion  aflumed  the  lead  of  oppofition  in  the  peers, 
amongft  other  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  prince’s  inherent  right,  ftrongly 
urged,  the  inconveniency  and  mifehief,  Avhich  might  arife  from  the  contrary 
doctrine,  when  it  diould  come  to  be  aded  upon  by  the  independent  kingdom 
of  Ireland.  Was  it  remembered,  faid  his  lorddiip,*  that  a neighbouring 
kingdom  ftood  conne6ted  with  us,  and  acknowledged  allegiance  to  the 
Britilh  crown.  If  once  the  rule  of  regular  fucceffion  M^ere  departed  from  by 


* 26  Par.  Deb.  Lords,  p.  20. 
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the  two  houfes,  how  were  they  fure,  that  the  neighbouring  kingdom  would 
acknowledge  the  regent,  whom  the  two  houfes  would  take  upon  themfelves 
to  eledt.  The  probability  was,  that  the  neighbouring  kingdom  would  de- 
part, in  confequence  of  our  departure,  from  the  rule  of  hereditary  fucceffion, 
and  choofe  a regent  of  their  own,  which  muft  lead  to  endlefs  confufion  and 
embarrafsment.  * 

As  it  was  evident  from  the  complexion  of  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
that  the  majority  was  againft  the  claim  of  the  Prince  of  AVales’s  ftricl 
right  to  the  regency,  it  was  thought  moft  advifeable,  by  thole  who  held  the 
alhrmative,  to  avoid,  if  poffible,  its  being  brought  to  a formal  decilion. 
With  this  view,  on  the  15th  of  December,  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  after . Rating 
the  inexpediency  of  bringing  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  any  abftra6t 
political  queftions  into  difculfion,  when  all  parties  were  agreed  in  fubftance, 
defired  to  know  from  the  minifters,  Mdiether  they  meant  to  introduce  any 
propofition  of  that  nature.  He  was  anfwered  by  Earl  Camden,  that  as  the 
moft  efl’ential  rights  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  had  been  queftioncd  by 
perfons  of  great  and  refpe6lable  authority,  he  thought  it  ^vas  become  abfo- 
lutely  necelfary,  that  they  lliould  not  be  left  doubtful  and  unfettled.  Upon 
this  declaration,  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  rofe  to  exprefs  his 
I'entiments  on  a fubje61,  in  which  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  country  were 
involved.  He  entirely  agreed  with  the  noble  Earl  (Fitzwilliam)  and  other 
lords,  who  had  expreifed  their  willies  to  avoid  any  queftion,  which  tended  to 
induce  a difculfion  on  the  rights  of  the  prince.  The  fact  was  plain,  that  no 
fuch  claim  of  right  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  prince ; and  he  was 
confident,  that  his  royal  highnefs  underftood  too  well  the  facred  principles, 
which  feated  the  houfe  of  Briiiifwick  on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  ever 
to  affume  or  exercife  any  power,  be  his  claim  Avhat  it  might,  not  derived 
from  the  will  of  the  jieople,  expreffed  by  their  reprefentatives  and  their  lord- 
lliips  in  parliament  alfemblefl.  It  was  upon  that  ground  that  he  muft  be  per- 
mitted to  hope,  that  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  all  conliderable  men,  at 

* In  anfwer  to  this  part  of  Lord  Loughborough’s  fpeech.  Lord  Chancellor  (Tlmrlow)  lamented, 
that  any  remarks  fliould  have  fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord  refpefting  Ireland,  bccaufe 
he  confidered  them  as  not  unlikely,'  Spargerc  voces  in  i nlgum  ambignas  ! Such  vague  and  loofe 
fuggeftions  could  anfwer  no  ufeful  purpofe,  but  might  produce  very  mifehievous  confequences.  He 
declared,  that  he  hacT  every  reliance  on  the  known  loyalty,  good  fenle,  and  affedion  of  that  coun- 
try, and  felt  no  anxiety  on  the  danger  of  Ireland’s  aCting  improperly. 

Voi.  II. 
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a moment  when  temper  and  unanimity  were  fo  peculiarly  necellary,  on  ac- 
count of  the  dreadful  calamity  which  every  defeription  of  perfons  mull,  in 
common,  lament,  but  which  he  more  particularly  felt,  would  make  them 
with  to  avoid  preffing  a decifion,  which  certainly  was  not  neceffary  to  the 
great  object  expedted  from  parliament,  and  which  mull  be  moft  painful  in 
the  difcuffion  to  a family  already  fufficiently  agitated  and  afflidted.  Such, 
his  royal  highnefs  obferved,  in  conclufion,  were  the  fentiments  of  an  honeft 
heart,  equally  influenced  by  duty  and  affedtion  to  his  royal  father,  and  by 
attachment  to  the  conftitutional  rights  of  his  fubjedts : and  he  was  confi- 
dent, that  if  his  royal  brother  were  to  addrefs  them  in  his  place,  as  a peer  of 
the  realm,  thefe  were  the  fentiments,  which  he  would  diftindlly  avow. 

He  was  followed  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  who  ftrong- 
ly  deprecated  the  difcuffion  of  a queftion,  which  could  only  tend  to  produce 
the  moft  mifehievous  confequences.  He  felt  fo  ftrongly  on  the  fubjedt,  that, 
if  the  attempt  v/ere  perfifted  in,  and  the  queftion  brought  before  thathoufe, 
lie  could  onl}'^  fay,  that  he  believed  he  fliould  not  dare  to  truft  himfelf  to 
come  forward  and  fpeak  his  fentiments  on  the  extraordinary  condudl  of 
thofe,  who  were  iinneceflarily  inclined  to  compel  a decifion  on  fo  delicate  a 
queftion. 

Notwithftanding  the  entreaties  of  the  princes  of  the  royal  family,  the 
minifters  perfevered  in  their  intention  ; and  the  lord  chancellor  clofed  the 
converfation  by  declaring,  that  though  he  much  lamented  the  ftarting  of 
fuch  a queftion,  yet  he  did  not  fee  how  they  could  now  avoid  coming  to 
fome  determination  upon  it. 

On  the  l6th  of  December,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  having  refolved  itfelf 
into  a committee,  hlr.  Pitt  moved  the  three  following  refolutions,  the  firfi; 
of  which  was  voted  unanimoufly. 

“ 1.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  his  majefty  is  prevent- 
“ ed,  by  his  prefent  indifpofition,  from  coming  to  his  parliament,  and  from 
“ attending  to  public  bufmefs;  and  that  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal 
“ authority  is  thereby,  for  the  prefent,  interrupted.” 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  it  is  the  right  and  duty 
“ of  the  lords,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  now 
“ alfembled,  and  lawfully  and  freely  reprefenting  all  the  efiates  of  the  people 
“ of  this  realm,  to  provide  the  means  of  fnpplying  the  defe6l  of  the  per- 
“ fonai  exercife  of  the  royal  authority,  arifing  from  his  majefiy’s  faid  indif- 

“ pofition, 
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“ pofition,  in  fuch  manner,  as  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  may  appear  to  rc- 
“ quire.” 

“ 3.  Refolted,  that  for  this  purpofe,  and  for  maintaining  entire  the  confti- 
“ tutional  authority  of  the  king,  it  is  neceffary,  that  the  faid  lords  fpiritual 
“ and  temporal  and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  Ihould  determine  on  the 
'•  means,  whereby  the  royal  alfent  may  be  given  in  parliament  to  fuch  bill, 
“ as  may  be  palled  by  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  refpecting  the  exercife 
“ of  the  powers  and  authorities  of  the  crown,  in. the  name,  and  on  the  behalf 
“ of  the  king,  during  the  continuance  of  his  majefty’s  prefent  indifpo- 
“ fition.” 

Thefe  refolutions  palfed  the  commons  after  feveral  vehement  debates,  by 
a majority  of  64  : and  were  carried  in  the  lords  by  QQ  againft  66.  On  the 
29th  of  December,  1788,  the  illnefs  of  the  fpeaker  (Mr.  Cornwall,  of  M hich 
he  died  on  the  2d  of  January,  1789,)  prevented  his  attendance  in  the  com- 
mons, and  there  was  no  debate  for  fome  days.  During  this  interval  from 
parliamentary  bufmefs,  i\Ir.  Pitt,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1768,  wrote* 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  following  letter,  concerning 
the  plan  of  reftrictions  intended  to  be  put  upon  the  regency. 

“ . • . . . 

“ THE  proceedings  in  parliament  being  now  brought  to 

a point,  which  will  render  it  neceffary  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
“ mons,  the  particular  meafures  to  be  taken  for  fupplying  the  defect  of  the 
“ perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  authority,  during  the  prefent  interval,  and 

your  royal  highnefs  having  fome  time  fince  fignified  your  pleafure,  that 
“ any  communication  on  this  fubjecl  Ihould  be  in  writing,  I take  the  liberty 
“ of  refpectfully  entreating  your  royal  highnefs’s  permiffion,  to  fubmit  to 
“ your  confideration  the  outlines  of  the  plan,  which  his  majefty’s  confiden- 
“ tial  fervants  humbly  conceive  (according  to  the  beft  judgment  which  they 
“ are  able  to  form)  to  be  proper  to  be  propofed  in  the  prefent  circumftances. 

“ It  is  their  humble  opinion,  that  your  royal  highnefs  f])ouTd  be  empower- 
“ ed  to  exercife  the  royal  authority  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
“ majefiy,  during  his  majefty's  illnefs,  and  to  do  all  acts  which  might  Icgal- 

* Some  aukward  mifreprefentations  of  what  had  pafled  at  one  of  the  meetings,  between  his 
royal  higlmefs  and  the  premier,  having  gone  abroad,  his  royal  highnefs  had  from  that  time  de- 
clined any  perfonal  inter\  iew  with  the  minifter,  and  had  eTtprelTed  his  royal  pleafure,  that  any  future 
communications  fliould  be  in  writing, 

“ he 
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ly  be  done  by  his  inajefty ; with  provifions,  iieverthelefs,  that  the  care  of 
“ bis  majefty's  royal  perfon,  and  the  management  of  his  majcfty’s  houfe- 
“ liold,  and  the  diredion  and  appointment  of  the  officers  and  fervants  there- 
“ in  ffiould  be  in  the  queen  under  fuch  regulations,  as  may  be  thought  ne- 
“ celfary.  That  the  power  to  be  exercifed  by  your  royal  bighnefs  ffiould  not 
“ extend  to  the  granting  the  real  or  perfonal  property  of  the  king  (except 
‘‘  as  far  as  relates  to  the  renewal  of  leafes),  to  the  granting  any  office  in 
“ reverfion,  or  to  the  granting,  for  any  other  term  than  during  his  majef- 
“ ty’s  pleafure,  any  penlion,  or  any  office  whatevei’,  except  fuch  as  muft  by 
“ law  be  granted  for  life,  or  during  good  behaviour ; nor  to  the  granting 
“ any  rank  or  dignity  of  the  peerage  of  this  realm  to  any  perfon,  except 
“ his  majefty’s  iflue,  vffio  fliall  have  attained  the  age  of  21,  years. 

“ Thefe  are  the  chief  points,  which  have  occurred  to  his  majefty’s  fervants. 
“ I beg  leave  to  add,  that  their  ideas  are  formed  on  the  fuppofttion,  that 
“ his  majefty’s  illnefs  is  only  temporary,  and  may  be  of  no  long  duration. 
“ It  may  be  difficult  to  lix  before  hand,  the  precife  period,  for  which  thefe 
“ provifions  ought  to  laft  ; but  if  unfortunately  his  majefty’s  recovery  fiiould 
“ be  protraded  to  a more  diftant  period,  than  there  is  reafon  at  prefent  to 
“ imagine,  it  will  be  open  hereafter  to  the  wifdom  of  parliament,  to  recon- 
“ fider  thefe  provifions  whenever  the  circumftances  appear  to  call  for  it. 

‘‘  If  your  royal  bighnefs  fiiould  be  pleafed  to  require  any  farther  explana- 
“ tion  on  the  fubjed,  and  fiiould  condefcend  to  fignify  your  orders,  that  I 
fiiould  have  the  honor  of  attending  your  royal  highnefs  for  that  purpofe, 
“ or  to  intimate  any  other  mode,  in  which  your  royal  highnefs  may  willi  to 
“ receive  fuch  explanation,  I ffiall  refpcdfully  wait  your  royal  highnefs’s 
“ commands. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be, 

“ With  the  utnioft  deference  and  fubmiffion, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your  royal  highnefs’s 

Downuig-Jlrcet,  Tuejday  night,  “ Moft  dutiful  and  devoted  fervant, 

December  30,  1788.  “ W.  Pitt.” 

To  this  letter  his  royal  highnefs  wrote  the  following  anfwer,  which  he  de- 
livered to  the  lord  chancellor,  January  1,  1789. 

“ The  Prince  of  Wales  learns  from  Mr.  Pitt's  letter,  that  the  proceedings 
“ in  parliament  are  now  in  a train,  which  enables  Mr.  Pitt,  according  to  the 

“ intima- 
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“ intimation  in  his  former  letter,  to  communicate  to  the  Prince  the  outlines 
“ of  the  plan,  wliich  his  majcfty’s  confidential  fervants  conceive  to  be  pro- 
“ per  to  he  propofed  in  the  prefent  circumftances. 

“ Concerning  the  ftcps  already  taken  by  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Prince  is  filent. 

“ Nothing  done  by  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  can  be  a proper  fubject  of 
“ his  animadverfion  ; but  when,  previoufly  to  any  difculfion  in  parliament, 

, “ the  outlines  of  a fcheme  of  government  are  fent  for  his  confideration,  in 
“ which  it  is  propofed,  that  he  fiiall  be  perfonally  and  principally  concerned, 

“ and  by  which  the  royal  authority,  and  the  public  welfare  may  be  deeply 
affedted,  the  Prince  would  be  unjuftifiable,  were  he  to  withhold  an  explicit 
“ declaration  of  his  fentiments.  His  filence  might  be  confirued  into  a pre- 
vious  approbation  of  a plan,  the  accomplifhment  of  which  every  motive 
“ of  duty  to  his  father  and  fovereign,  as  well  as  of  regard  for  the  public 
“ intereft,  obliges  him  to  confider  as  injurious  to  both. 

“ In  the  ftate  of  deep  diftrefs,  in  Mhich  the  Prince  and  the  whole  royal 
“ family  were  involved  by  the  heavy  calamity,  which  has  fallen  upon  the 
“ king,  and  at  a moment  when  government  deprived  of  its  chief  energy  and 
“ fupport,  feemed  peculiarly  to  need  the  cordial  and  united  aid  of  all  de- 
“ fcriptions  of  good  fubje6ls,  it  w'as  not  expeded  by  the  Prince,  that  a plan 
“ thould  be  offered  to  his  confideration,  by  which  government  was  to  be 
“ rendered  difficult,  if  not  iinpradicable,  in  the  hands  of  any  perfon  in- 
“ tended  to  reprefent  the  king's  authority,  much  lefs  in  the  hands  of  his  eldeft 
“ fon,  the  heir  apparent  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  perfon  moft  bound  to  the 
“ maintenance  of  his  majefty’s  juft  prerogatives  and  authority,  as  well  as 
“ moft  interefted  in  the  happinefs,  the  profperity,  and  the  glory  of  the 
“ people. 

“ The  Prince  forbears  to  remark  on  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fketch  of  the 
“ plan  laid  before  him  ; he  apprehends  it  muft  have  been  formed  with  fuffici- 
“ ent  deliberation  to  preclude  the  probability  of  any  argument  of  his  pro-^ 
“ ducing  an  alteration  of  fentiment  in  the  projedors  of  it.  But  he  trufts, 
“ with  confidence,  to  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  parliament,  when  the  whole- 
“ of  this  fubjed,  and  the  circumftances  conneded  with  it,  fliall  come  under. 
“ their  deliberation. 

“ He  obferves,  therefore,  only  generally  on  the  heads  communicated  by 
“ Mr.  Pitt,  and  it  is  Avith  deep  regret  the  Prince  makes  the  obfervation,  that 
“ he  fees  in  the  contents  of  that  paper,  a projed  for  producing  weaknefs, 

“ diforder, 
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“ diforder,  and  infecurity  in  every  branch  of  the  adminiftratlon  of  affairs. 
“ A proje6l  for  dividing  the  royal  family  from  each  other,  for  feparating  the 
“ court  from  the  Rate;  and  therefore,  by  disjoining  government  from  its 
“ natural  and  accuftomed  fupport,  a fcheme  for  difconneding  the  au- 
“ thority  to  command  fervice,  from  the  power  of  animating  it  by  reward  ; 
“ and  for  allotting  to  the  Prince  all  the  invidious  duties  of  government, 
“ without  the  means  of  foftening  them  to  the  publie  by  any  one  a6l  of 

grace,  favor  or  benignity. 

“ The  Prince's  feelings  on  contemplating  this  plan  are  alfo  rendered  Rill 
“ more  painful  to  him  by  obferving,  that  it  is  not  founded  on  any  general 
“ principle,  but  is  calculated  to  infufe  jealoufies  and  fufpicions  f wholly 
“ groundlefs  he  truRs)  in  that  quarter,  vhofe  confidence  it  will  ever  be  the 
“ firft  pride  of  his  life  to  merit  and  obtain. 

“ Whth  regard  to  the  motive  and  obje6l  of  the  limitations  and  reRri6lions 
“ propofed,  the  Prince  can  have  but  little  to  obferve.  No  light  or  infor- 
“ mation  is  offered  bam  by  Ins  inajeRy's  nxinifters  on  thefe  points.  They 
“ have  informed  him  what  the  powers  are,  winch  they  mean  to  refufe  him, 
“ not  why  they  are  withheld. 

“ The  Prince,  however,  holding  as  he  does,  that  it  is  an  undoubted  and 
‘‘  fundamental  principle  of  this  conftitution,  that  the  pov/ers  and  prerogatives 
“ of  the  croAvn  are  veiled  there,  as  a truft  for  the  benefit  of  the  people;  and 
“ that  they  are  facred  only,^s  they  are  necelfary  to  the  prefervation  of  that 
“ poife  and  balance  of  the  conftitution,  Avhich  experience  has  proved  to  be 
“ the  true  fecurity  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  muR  be  allowed  to  obferA  e, 
“ that  the  plea  of  public  utility  ought  to  be  ftrong,  manlfeR,  and  urgent, 
“ Avhich  calls  for  the  extinction  or  fufpenfion  of  any  one  of  thofe  'effential 
“ rights  in  the  fupreme  poA\  er  or  its  reprefentatiA’e ; or  Avhieh  can  juRify  the 
“ Prince  in  confenting,  that  in  his  perfon  an  experiment  fhall  be  made,  to 
“ afeertain  Avith  hoAV  fmall  a portion  of  the  kingly  poAi  er  the  executive  go- 
“ vernment  of  this  country  may  be  carried  on. 

“ The  Prince  has  only  to  add,  that  if  fecurity  for  his  majefty's  repofleffmg 
“ his  rightful  goA-ernment,  Avhenever  it  Riall  pleafe  Providence,  in  bounty  to 
“ the  country,  to  remove  the  calamity  Avith  Avhich  he  is  aRlidied,  be  any 
“ part  of  the  objedt  of  this  plan,  the  Prince  has  only  to  be  convinced,  that 
“ any  meafure  is  neceflary,  or  even  conducive  to  that  end,  to  be  the  firR 

to 
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**  to  urge  it,  as  the  preliminary  and  paramount  coidideration  of  any  fettle- 
ment,  in  which  he  would  confent  to  fliare. 

“ If  attention  to  Avhat  is  prefumed  might  be  his  majcfty's  feelings  and 
rviflies  on  the  happy  day  of  his  reeovery,  be  the  obied,  it  is  with  the  trueft 
“ fmeerity  the  Prince  expreffes  his  firm  convi6lion,  that  no  event  would  be 
“ more  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  his  royal  father,  than  the  knowledge, 
“ that  the  government  of  his  fon  and  reprefentative  had  exhibited  the  fove- 
“ reign  power  of  the  realm  in  a ftate  of  degradation,  of  curtailed  authority 
and  diminilhed  energy ; a ftate,  hurtful  in  practice  to  the  profperity  and 
“ good  government  of  his  people,  and  injurious  in  its  precedent  to  the  fe- 
“ curity  of  the  monarch,  and  the  rights  of  his  family. 

“ Upon  that  part  of  the  plan,  which  regards  the  king's  real  and  perfonal 
“ property,  the  Prince  feels  himfelf  compelled  to  remark,  that  it  was  not 
“ necefl’ary  for  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  proper  to  fuggeft  to  the  Prince,  the  reftraint 
“ he  propofes  againft  the  Prince’s  granting  away  the  king’s  real  and  per- 
“ fonal  property.  The  Prince  does  not  conceive,  that,  during  the  king’s 
“ life,  he  is  by  law  entitled  to  make  any  fuch  grant;  and  he  is  lure,  that  he 
“ has  never  ftiewn  the  fmalleft  inclination  to  polfefs  any  fuch  power.  But  it 
“ remains  with  Mr.  Pitt  to  confider  the  eventual  interefts  of  the  royal  family, 

“ and  to  provide  a proper  and  natural  fecurity  againft  the  mifmanagement  of 
“ them  by  others. 

“ The  Prince  has  difeharged  an  indifpenfable  duty,  in  thus  giving  his  free 
opinion  on  the  plan  fubmitted  to  his  confideration. 

“ His  convi6tion  of  the  evils,  which  may  arife  to  the  king’s  interefts,  to  the 
“ peace  and  happinefs  of  the  royal  family,  and  to  the  fafety  and  welfare  of 
“ the  nation,  from  the  government  of  the  country  remaining  longer  in  its 
“ prefent  maimed  and  debilitated  ftate,  oiitweiglis  in  the  Prince’s  mind 
“ every  other  confideration,  and  will  determine  him  to  undertake  the  painful 
‘‘  truft  impofed  upon  him  by  the  prefent  melancholy  neceftity  (which  of  all 
“ the  king’s  fubjefts  he  deplores  the  moft)  in  full  confidence,  that  the  aflfec- 
“ tion  and  loyalty  to  the  king,  the  experienced  attachment  to  the  Houfe  of- 
“ Brunfwick,  and  the  generofity  which  has  always  difiinguilhed  this  nation, 

“ will  carry  him  through  the  many  difticulties,  infeparable  from  this  moft 
critical  fituation,  with  comfort  to  himfelf,  with  honour  to  the  king,  and  with 
“ advantage  to  the  public. 

Carleton  Hotifc,  Jan.  2d,  1789.  (Signed)  G.  P.” 

On 
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Oa  the  6th  of  January  Mr.  Pitt  having  given  notice,  that  he  lliould  on  that 
day  propofe  to  the  houfe  the  rcftri6lions,  within  which  the  exercife  of  the 
regal  power  tliould  be  granted  to  the  regent,  ]\Ir,  Loveden,  the  member  for 
Abingdon,  rofe  as  foon  as  the  order  of  the  day  was  moved,  and  obferved,  that 
before  the  houfe  proceeded  to  fettle  the  terras  of  the  regency,  he  conceived 
that  they  ought  to  know  exadlly  the  prefent  flate  of  his  majefty’s  health,  what 
the  degree  of  alteration,  which  it  had  undergone  fmce  his  majefty’s  phyficians 
were  laft  examined.  This  was  the  more  neceflary,  as  reports  had  gone  abroad 
of  a very  contradidtory  kind,  and  the  authority  of  the  different  phyficians 
who  attended  his  majehy  had  been  made  ufc  of  to  give  fandtion  to  thofe 
reports.  He  therefore  moved,  “ That  the  phyficians,  who  had  attended  his 
“ majefty  iliould  be  again  examined,  to  inform  the  houfe  whether  any  al- 
“ teration  or  amendment  had  taken  place  in  the  Rate  of  the  king’s  health, 
“ and  if  the  prefent  fymptoms  were  fuch,  as  to  give  reafon  to  hope  for  his 
“ majefty ’s  fpeedy  recovery.” 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a warm  debate,  which  was  managed  not  with  the 
moft  perfedt  temper  and  moderation  on  either  ftde  of  the  houfe.  After  much 
' altercation  it  was  agreed,  that  a new  committee  ftrould  be  appointed,  and 
that  the  phyficians  Ihould  be  examined. 

The  committee  fat  till  the  13th  of  January,  when  the  report  was  brought 
up,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  taken  into  confideration  in  a committee 
of  the  whole  houfe  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation  upon  the  l6th  of  January, 
1789. 

On  that  day  Mr.  Pitt,  after  exprefling  his  fatisfaction  at  having  confented 
to  the  motion  for  re-examining  the  phyficians,  the  event  of  wiiich  had  juf- 
tifted  his  former  opinion  refpediing  the  probability  of  liis  majefty 's  recovery, 
proceeded  to  o])cn  the  bidinei’s,  v liich  was  then  to  be  the  fubjedl  of  their  de- 
liberations. The  fuhjcdi  divided  itfelf  into  three  diftindt  heads:  ift.  The 
nature  of  the  king’s  illnefs.  2dly  J'lie  principles,  upon  Avhieh  the  two  houfes 
were  authorifed  to  adt  on  this  occafion.  And  3dly,  The  application  of  thofe 
principles  to  the  nicafures,  which  he  Ihould  propofe  for  remedying  the  prefent 
defect  in  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  authority. 

It  had  been  determined,  that  the  right  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
executive  government  devolved  on  the  two  houfes  of  parliament;  but  there 
Avas  abundant  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  occafion  Avould  be  temporary  and  Ihort. 
What  they  had  to  provide  for,  therefore,  Avas  no  more  than  an  interval,  and  if 
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unfortunately,  Ills  majefty’s  illnefs  Hiould  be  protradled,  they  might  leave  It 
to  parliament  to  do  vhat  at  prefent  was  clearly  unneceffary;  to  confider  of  a 
more  permanent  plan  of  government.  They  were  to  provide  only  for  the 
prefent  necellity,  and  not  to  exceed  it;  they  were  alfo  to  provide  againft  any 
embarraffinent  in  the  refumption  of  the  royal  authority,  whenev^er  God,  in 
his  providence,  diould  enable  the  rightful  holder  again  to  exercife  it.  They 
were  therefore  to  grant  fuch  povrers,  and  mone  other,  as  were  requifite  to 
carry  on  the  government  of  the  country  with  energy  and  elfeft. 

Upon  thefe  principles  he  fliould  propofe  to  inveft  the  Prince  of  Wales  with 
the  v'hole  royal  authority,  to  be  exercifed  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
the  king,  fubjedt  to  fuch  limitations  and  reftrictions  only  as  Ihould  be  pro- 
vided. He  obferved  in  the  Succeffion  A6t  of  Queen  Ann,  and  in  the  regency 
adts  of  George  the  Second  and  George  the  Third,  the  exercife  of  all  the  royal 
prerogatives  were  granted  in  a fuller  manner  than  he  intended  to  propofe  * 
but  on  the  other  hand,  the  regent,  in  all  thole  cafes,  was  fettered  with  a 
council,  the  confent  of  a majority  of  which  was  necelfary  to  authorize  his 
adts.  Under  the  prefent  circumRances  he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to 
leave  the  regent  entirely  free  in  the  choice  of  his  political  fervants;  but  at 
the  fame  time  this  required  fome  limitation  of  the  authority,  with  which  he 
was  to  be  inverted. 

The  firrt  rertridtion  he  meant  to  propofe  was,  that  the  authority  of  the  re- 
gent fhould  not  extend  to  the  creating  any  peer,  except  fuch  of  the  loyal 
irtlie  as  Ihould  have  attained  the  age  of  tv’enty-one.  There  were  three 
grounds,  he  conceived,  upon  which  this  branch  of  the  prerogative  was  in- 
trurted  by  the  conrtitution  to  the  crown,  none  of  which  were  applicable  to  the 
prefent  cafe.  Firrt,  It  was  deligned  to  enable  the  king  to  counteradl  the 
Refigns  of  any  fadlious  cabal  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  might  have  ac- 
quired a predominant  influence  in  their  deliberations.  But  was  it  at  all  pro- 
bable that  the  government  of  his  royal  highnefs  Ihould  be  obrtrudted  by  any 
fuch  cabal?  He,  for  one,  was  ready  to  declare,  that  he  fliould  give  no  oppofi- 
tion  to  any  adminiftration  the  regent  fliould  chufe  to  form,'-fo  long  as  their 
meafures  were  compatible  with  the  profperity  of  the  kingdom.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  faid,  fuch  a number  of  peers  might  be  created,  as  would  confiderably 
embarrafs  his  majerty’s  government  on  the  event  of  his  being  reftored  to 
health.  Secondl}",  This  power  was  verted  in  the  crown,  to  enable  the  fo- 
wereign  to  reward  eminent  merit,  and  thereby  to  im  ite  others  to  the  fame 
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laudable  exertions  in  the  public  fervice.  But  was  it,  he  faid,  to  be  fuppofed 
that  for  want  of  fuch  an  incentive  for  a few  months,  the  country  was  likely 
to  be  deprived  of  the  fervice  of  men  of  merit.  If  his  majefty  recovered,  as 
they  all  hoped,  and  had  reafon  to  expert  he  would,  the  power  of  creating 
' peers  might  be  exercifed  by  the  rightful  holder  of  the  prerogative;  but  if, 
unfortunately,  his  majefty  fliould  grow  worfe,  and  be  pronounced  not  likely 
to  recover  for  a long  time,  parliament  would  have  it  in  its  power  to  take  off 
the  reftri6tion,  and  veft  the  regent  Avith  a power,  which  though  not  at  prefent, 
he  Avas  ready  to  admit  might  in  time  become  neceffary  to  the  carrying  on 
of  a poAverful  government.  Thirdly,  This  poAver  Avas  defigned  to  provide 
for  the  fludluation  of  Avealth  and  property  in  the  country,  that  by  raifing  men 
of  great  landed  intereft  to  the  peerage,  that  branch  of  the  legiflature  fhould  be 
ahv’ays  placed  upon  its  true  and  proper  balls.  But  finely  it  Avould  not  be 
contended,  that  it  AA'as  neceffary  to  proA’ide  in  a temporary  plan  for  exigen- 
cies, Avhich  could  only  arife  from  the  lapfe  of  confiderable  periods  of  time. 
For  all  thefe  reafons  taken  together  he  lliould  therefore  propofe,  that  the 
regent  lliould  be  reftrained  from  the  exercife  of  that  part  of  the  prerogative 
of  the  croAvn. 

The  next  reliridtion  he  diould  propofe  was,  that  the  regent  lliould  not 
grant  any  pcnfion  or  place  for  life,  or  in  reA^erfion,  other  than  fuch  place  as  is, 
from  its  nature,  to  be  holden  for  life,  or  during  good  behaviour.  This  re- 
liridtion,  he  faid,  lloAved  from  the  fame  principle,  Avhich  fupported  the  former; 
it  Avould  prevent  his  majefty  from  being  put  on  a Avorfe  footing,  diould  he  re- 
cover, than  he  Avas  before  his  illnefs;  and  it  could  not  be  faid,  that  the  poAver 
reftrained  by  this  limitation  Avas  neceffary  to  a regent. 

The  next  Avas,  to  reftriiin  the  regent  from  exercifmg  any  poAver  over  the 
perfonal  property  of  the  king.  iMr.  Pitt  on  this  occalion  obferved,  that  he 
fcarcely  thought  it  neceffary  to  pafs  this  refolution,  as  it  Avas  not  probable,  that 
his  royal  highnefs  diould  interfere  Avith  his  inajeffy’s  perfonal  property  in  his 
life-time,  but  as  they  Avere  adting  upon  parliamentary  principles,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  fubniit  it  to  the  committee. 

The  kill  refolution  Avould  be  for  entrufting  the  care  of  the  royal  perfon. 
during  his  majeffy’s  illnefs,  Avhere  of  courfe  all  men  Avould  be  unanimous  in 
agreeing  that  the  royal  perfon  ought  to  be  placed,  in  the  guardianlhip  of  the 
queen;  and  Avithfhis  truft  his  intention  Avas,  to  propofe  to  put  the  Avhole  of 
his  majefty 's  houdiold  under  her  authority,  invefting  her  Aidth  full  poAvers  to 
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dlfmifs  and  appoint,  as  die  dionld  think  proper.  Without  being  invefted 
with  this  control,  he  imagined  that  the  queen  could  not  dilcharge  the  impor- 
tant trufi:  committed  to  her  care.  Thefe  officers  were,  for  the  moft  part,  in 
actual  attendance  upon  his  majefty's  perfon,  and  he  did  not  fee  how  they 
could  be  put  under  the  control  of  the  regent,  while  the  care  of  his  majefty, 
upon  M'hom  they  M’ere  to  attend,  M’as  trufted  to  another  perfon. 

The  lords  of  the  bed  chamber,  indeed,  might  not  be  thought  neceffary 
now,  when  their  attendance  could  not  be  required  ; but,  on  the  other  hand, 
a generous  and  liberal  nation  would  not  have  it  faid,  that  in  the  moment  of 
the  king’s  illnefs  they  had  grown  fo  oeconomical,  that  they  would  not  bear  the 
cxpence  of  fupporting,  till  his  recovery,  thofe  officers  who  formed  part  of  his 
majefty’s  royal  ftate;  it  would  be  no  pleafant  thing  to  his  majefty  to  be  told, 
ftiould  he,  on  his  recovery,  call  for  fome  one  of  thofe  lords  who  ufed  to  be  about 
his  perfon,  that  they  had  been  difmiffed,  that  the  nation  might  fave  the  ex- 
pence attending  their  offices. 

Laftly,  he  ftiould  propofe,  that  a council  ftiould  be  named  to  affift  the  queen 
with  their  adi'ice,  whenever  ftie  ftiould  require  it:  but  who  ftiould  not  have 
any  power  of  control,  but  barely  that  of  giving  advice,  and  of  fatisfying 
themfelves  daily  of  the  ftate  of  the  king’s  health : and  that  they,  or  fome 
others,  ftiould  be  appointed  to  manage  the  real  and  perfonal  eftate  of  the 
king,  with  this  reftriftion,  not  to  alienate,  or  to  difpofe  of  any  part  of  it, 
except  by  leafe. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  moved  the  firft  of  the  five  refolutioiis*  which  he  fucceffively 

brought 

* The  form  of  the  refolution  was  as  follows : 

" RefohecI,  That  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for  the  exercife  of  the  royal  authority,  during  the 
continuance  of  his  majefty’s  illnefs,  i'n  fuch  manner,  and  to  fuch  extent,  as  the  prefent  circum- 
" ftances  and  the  urgent  concerns  of  the  nation  appear  to  require,  it  is  expedient  that  his  Royal 
*■'  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  refident  within  the  realm,  ftiall  be  empowered  to  exercife 
” and  adminifter  the  royal  authority,  according  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majefty,  and  under  the  ftile  and  title  of  regent  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  to  ufe,  execute,  and  perform,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majefty,  all  authorities, 
prerogatives,  acts  of  government,  and  adminiflration  of  the  fame,  which  belong  to  the  King  of 
this  realm  to  ufe,  execute,  and  perform,  according  to  the  laws  thereof,  fubjedt  to  fuch  limitations 
" and  exceptions  as  fhall  be  provided. 

" Rrfolved,  That  the  power,  fo  to  be  given  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  fliall 
" not  extend  to  the  granting  of  any  rank  or  dignity  of  the  peerage  of  the  realm  to  any  perfon  what- 
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brought  before  the  houfe:  tliey  were  warmly  contefted  in  their  progrela 
through  the  commons,  as  well  as  they  were  in  palling  through  the  lords  r 
thedivifions  upon  them  or  the  dilferent  amendments  propofed  kept  the  fame 
proportion  throughout:  in  tlie  lords  a very  ftrong  * proteft  was  figned  by  fifty- 
live  lords,  at  the  head  of  whom  were  two  princes  of  the  blood. 

On 

“ ever,  except  to  his  majefty’s  royal  iffue  who  lhall  have  obtained  the  full  age  of  twenty-one 

years. 

“ Refuhcd,  That  the  fakl  powers  fliould  not  extend  to  the  granting  in  reverfion,  of  any  office 
“ whatever,  or  to  the  granting  of  any  office,  falary,  or  peiffion,  for  any  other  term  than  during  Ids 
“ Rlajefty’s  pleafure,  except  fuch  offices  as  are  by  law  required  to  be  granted  for  life,  or  during 
“ good  behaviour. 

“ Refoked,  That  the  faid  powers  fiiould  not  extend  to  the  granting  of  any  part  of  his  raajefty’s 
“ real  or  perfonal  cllate,  except  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  renewal  of  leafes. 

“ Refohed,  That  the  care  of  his  majefty’s  royal  perfon,  during  the  continuance  of  his  raajefty’s 
" illnefs,  thould  be  committed  to  the  queen’s  moft  excellent  majefty  j and  that  her  majefty  ftiould 
“ have  power  to  remove  from,  and  to  nominate  and  appoint  fuch  perfons  as  ftie  lliall  think  proper; 
**  to  the  feveral  offices  in  his  majefty’s  houfehold'j  and  to  difpofe,  order  and  manage  all' other  mat- 
“ ters  and  things  relating  to  the  care  of  his  majefty’s  royal  perfon,  during  the  time  aforefaid  : and 
“ that,  for  the  better  enabling  her  majefty  to  difeharge  this  important  truft,  it  is  alfo  expedient 
‘‘  that  a council  Ihould  be  appointed,  toadvife  and  affift  her  majefty  in  the  feveral  matters  aforefaid. 
" And  with  power  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  fee  caufe,  to  examine  upon  oath,  the  phyficians 
“ and  others  attending  his  majefty’s  perfon,  touching  the  ftate  of  his  majefty’s  health,  and  all 

matters  relative  thereto.” 

* The  form  of  the  proteft  will  apprize  the  reader  of  the  general  grounds,  upon  which  the  friends 
of  the  Prince  oppofed  the  refolutions,  and  as  it  may  be  matter  of  hiftorical  curioftty  to  know  how 
the  different  members  voted  on  this  important  occafton,  a correft  lift  of  the  majority  and  minority: 
and  of  thofe  who  did, not  v-ote,  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXXIX. 

Diffentient, 

ift.  Becaufe  we  firmly  adhere  to  the  principles  and  arguments,  on  which  we  difapproved  the 
refolutions  formerly  paffed  by  this  houfe,  efpecially  when  the  legiftative  power  of  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament,  unconftitutionally  affumed  by  thofe  refolutions,  is  meant  to  be  employed  to  reftri6l  or 
fufpend  many  important  and  effential  branches  of  the  royal  power,  at  the  moment  of  the  declared 
incapacity  of  the  King. 

2d.  Becaufe  we  think  the  power  of  conferring  tlie  rank  and  privileges  of  tlie  peerage,  as  a re- 
ward to  merit,  is  neceffary  to  the  royal  authority,  in  order  to  afford  an  incitement  to  vigorous  exer- 
r tions  in  the  fervice  of  tlie  ftate,  and  is  more  peculiarly  neceffary  (like  all  other  parts  of  the 
prerogative)  when  the  regal  power  is  to  be  exercifed  by  a fubftitute,  with  an  authority  uncertain 
and  precarious  in  its  duration : but  efpecially  on  the  prefent  occafton,  as  it  is  the  only  branch  of  the 
prerogative  fufficiently  powerful  to  afford  a remedy  againft  fuch  a combination  in  this  houfe,  as 
other  parts  of  this  fyftem  of  reftridion  and  mutilation,  have  a natural  and  obvious  tendency  to  pro- 
duce. 

And 
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On  the  27th  of  January,  1789,  ^Ir.  Pitt  after  having  recapitulated  the 
various  fteps,  that  had  been  already  taken,  obferved,  that  before  they  pro- 
ceeded any  farther,  he  thought  it  would  be  mod  refpedful  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  moft  expedient  in  the  order  of  their  proceedings,  to  endeavour 
to  know,  whether  his  royal  highnefs  were  willing  to  accept  the  regency  upon 
the  terms  of  the  refolution  which  they  had  come  to.  With  this  view  he 
moved,  That  a committee  iliould  be  appointed  to  attend  his  Royal  Highnefs 

And  becaufe  we  conceive  that  this  reftridtion  may  create  an  intereft  in  the  members  of  this  houfe, 
to  withhold  their  affent  to  reftore  the  ancient  powers  of  the  crown  in  this  refpe£t. 

3d.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  by  the  fubfifting  law  of  the  land,  bis  majefty’s  property  is  fuffi- 
ciently  fecured  from  any  undue  difpofition  and  alienation,  and  the  refolution  on  that  fubjeft  can 
have  no  other  effetSt,  but  to  convey  to  the  public  injurious  fufpicion,  and  unjufl.  imputation,  on  the 
charader  and  intentions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

4th.  Becaufe  we  are  of  opinion,  that  in  order  to  maintain  the  proper  dignity  of  the  crown, 
and  preferve  the  due  influence  and  refped,  which  arife  from  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate,  it  is 
necetTary  that  the  perfon  exercifing  the  royal  authority  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  ma- 
'jefty>  Ihould  be  attended  by  thofe  diftinguilhed  fervants,  whofe  fundions  have  been  eftabliflied  for 
the  purpofe  of  adding  weight  and  fplendor  to  the  regal  office.  We  cannot  agree  to  a divifion  of  the 
royal  power  j to  the  creation  of  a fourth  eftate,  unknown  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country. 
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the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the  refolutions,  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
lords  and  commons,  for  the  purpole  of  fupplying  the  defedt  of  the  perfonal 
exercife  of  the  royal  authority  during  his  majedy’s  illnefs,  by  impowering  his 
royal  highnefs  to  exercife  fuch  authority,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his 
majefty,  fubject  to  the  limitations  and  reftridtions  Avhich  the  circumdances  of 
the  cafe  then  appeared  to  require;  and,  that  the  committee  Ihould  cxprefs 
the  hope,  which  the  commons  entertained,  that  his  royal  highnefs,  from  his 
regard  to  the  interefts  of  his  majedy  and  the  nation,  w'ould  be  ready  to  under- 
take the  W'eighty  and  important  truft  propofed  to  be  invefted  in  his  royal  high- 
nefs as  foon  as  an  adt  of  parliament  Ihould  have  been  palfed  for  carrying  the 
faid  refolutions  into  ededl. 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a very  heated  altercation,  in  Avhich  the  minifters 
were  accufed,  and  they  defended  themfelves  againd  the  accufations  of  having 
treated  the  Prince  of  Wales,  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  tlieir  proceedings, 
with  the  mod  lliameful  want  of  attention  and  refpedl.  The  motion  was  voted 
Avithout  a divifion,  and  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  lords  for  their  concur- 
rence, together  Avith  a fimilar  refolution  for  a committee  to  lay  before  the 
Queen  the  refolution  of  the  tAro  houfes,  relating  to  the  care  of  his  JNIajedy’s 
perfon. 

The  refolutions  having  been  read  in  the  houfe  of  lords  on  the  28th,  and  a 
motion  made  for  their  lordfhips  concurrence,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland 
briefly  obferved,  that  thefe  refolutions,  as  propofed  to  be  prefented  to  the 
prince  for  his  aflfent,  appearing  on  the  face  of  them  mod  materially  to  curtail 
the  exercife  of  that  royal  authority,  Avhich  they  Avere  about  to  put  into  his 
hands,  Avould,  as  they  dood,  feem  to  convey  a AA^ant  of  confidence  in  his 
royal  highnefs ; he  conceived  it,  therefore,  Avould  be  but  decent  in  their 
lordfliips  to  fpecify  the  reafons  Avhich  had  guided  their  lordlhips  in  adopting 
thofe  refolutions. 

It  having  been  mod  generally  taken  as  the  ground  for  thofe  reftriftions, 
that  his  Majedy’s  illnefs  Avas  but  temporary,  and  Avould  probably  be  but  of 
fliort  duration,  he  conceived  tlieir  lordfliips  could  liaA'e  no  obje61ion  to  con- 
nect that  A\dth  the  addrefs.  His  grace  concluded  Avith  moving  an  amendment 
to  that  effect,  Avhich  Avas  negatived  Avithout  farther  debate;  and  the  ufual 
blanks  Avere  ordered  to  be  filled  up  Avith  the  Avords,  “ lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral.” 
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On  the  30th  of  January  the  two  committees  prefented  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  Queen  the  refolutions  of  the  two  houles. 

To  this  committee  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  the  following  anfwer. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I THANK  you  for  communicating  to  me  the  refolutions 
“ agreed  upon  by  the  two  houfes,  and  I requeft  you  to  allure  them  in  my 
“ name,  that  my  duty  to  the  King  my  father,  and  iny  anxious  concern  for 
“ thefafety  and  interefts  of  the  people,  which  muft  be  endangered,  by  a long 
“ fufpenlion  of  the  exercife  of  the  royal  authority;  together  with  my  relpeft 
“ for  the  united  defires  of  the  two  houles,  outweigh,  in  my  mind,  every  other 
“ conlideration,  and  aHU  determine  me  to  undertake  the  weighty  and  impor- 
“ tant  trull  propofed  to  me,  in  conformity  to  the  refolutions  noAV  communi- 
“ cated  to  me.  I am  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  that  mull  attend  the  execution 
“ of  this  trull,  in  the  peculiar  circumftances,  in  which  it  is  committed  to  my 
“ charge,  of  Avhich,  as  I am  acquainted  Avith  no  former  example,  my  hopes 
of  a fuccefsful  adminillration  cannot  be  founded  on  any  paft  experience. 
“ But  conliding  that  the  limitations  on  the  exercife  of  the  royal  authority 
“ deemed  necellary  for  the  prefent,  haA’e  been  approved  by  the  tAvo  houfes 
“ only  as  a temporary  meafure,  founded  on  the  loyal  hope,  in  Avhich  I 
“ ardently  participate,  that  his  majelly’s  diforder  may  not  be  of  long  dura- 
“ tion,  and  trufling,  in  the  mean  Arhile,  that  I lhall  receive  a zealous  and  united 
“ fupport  in  the  two  houfes  and  in  the  nation,  proportioned  to  the  difficulty 
“ attending  the  difcharge  of  my  trull  in  this  inteiwal;  I A\'ill  entertain  the 
‘‘  pleafmg  hope,  that  my  faithful  endeavours  to  preferve  the  interefts  of  the 
“ king,  his  croAvn,  and  the  people,  may  be  fuccefsful.” 

When  the  committee  prefented  the  refolutions  of  the  lords  and  commons 
concerning  the  cuftody  of  his  majelly’s  perfon,  her  majefty  Avas  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  the  folloAving  anfAver. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ MY  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  king,  and  the  fenfe  I 
“ mull  ever  entertain  of  my  great  obligations  to  this  country,  Avill  certainly 
“ engage  my  moll  earnell  attention  to  the  anxious  and  momentous  trull 
“ intended  to  be  repofed  in  me  by  parliament.  It  Avill  be  a great  confolation 
“ to  me  to  receive  the  aid  of  a council,  of  Avhich  I fliall  Hand  fo  much  in 
“ need,  in  the  difcharge  of  a duty  Avherein  the  happinefs  of  my  future  life  is . 
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“ indeed  deeply  interefted,  but  Avhich  a higher  ohjedl,  the  happinefs  of  a 
“ great,  loyal,  and  affectionate  people,  renders  ftill  more  important.” 

Thefe  refolutions  and  anfw'ers  were  ordei-ed  to  he  entered  on  the  journals ; 
and  the  minilter,  when  hufmefs  was  refumed  in  the  houfe,  emphatically  en- 
treated gentlemen  to  paufe,  and  hy  giving  the  hill,  that  Avould  be  laid  before 
them  a deliberate  perufal  and  cool  unhialfed  refledlion,  proceed  in  future  with 
the  caution  due  to  fuch  a momentous  tranfadtion.  On  the  3 iff  of  January, 
1789,  the  houfe  of  lords  being  in  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe  on  tire  ftate 
of  the  nation.  Lord  Camden  began  with  remarking,  that  being  ftill  merely 
a convention,  they  could  do  no  one  legiflative  act  till  they  were  enabled  fo 
to  do  by  the  prefence  or  affent  of  the  fovereign.  Deprived  of  the  affiftance 
of  his  majefty  in  his  natural  capacity,  they  were  compelled  to  refort  to  his 
political  capacity.  There  "was  but  one  organ  by  which  this  affiftance  could 
be  obtained,  and  that  organ  was  the  great  feal.  This  mode  of  proceeding, 
he  knew,  had  already  been  ridiculed  as  a phantom.  But  M^ould  thofe,  who 
were  thus  free  of  their  ridicule  impart  any  other  mode,  by  which  they  could  be 
extricated  from  their  prefent  difficulties?  They  were  compelled,  therefore, 
by  neceffity  to  refort  to  the  refolutions  of  the  two  houfes,  impoweiing  the 
proper  perfon  to  make  ufe  of  the  great  feal;  an  inftrument,  Avhich  his  lord- 
fliip  faid,  was  of  fuch  great  and  particular  authority,  that  even  if  the  lord 
chancellor  committed  a high  mifdemeanor  by  affixing  it  to  letters  patent, 
thofe  inftruments  muff  be  confidered  valid ; they  would  have  the  whole  force 
of  law,  and  could  not  be  difputed  by  the  judges.  Ills  lordlhip,  in  fupport 
of  this  doctrine,  quoted  the  conduct  of  lord  chancellor  Hardwickc,  who  had 
fuftered  the  great  feal  to  be  affixed  to  an  inftrument  in  the  manner  he  now 
propofed.  Two  refolutions,  he  faid,  would  be  therefore  found  neceffary 
to  be  adopted  under  their  prefent  circumftances  to  compleat  the  legiflature. 
The  firft  was,  to  eftablifli  a commiffion  to  open  and  hold  the  parliament  in  due 
form;  the  fecond  would  follow  up  the  ftrft  at  a convenient  time,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  impowering  the  royal  affent  to  be  given  in  his  majefty^’s  name  to  the 
bill  of  regency,  by  the  fame,  or  by  another  commiffion.  His  lordfhip  con- 
cluded by  moving,  “ That  it  is  expedient  and  neceffary  that  letters  patent, 
“ under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  be  impo\rered  to  be  iffued  by  the 
authority  of  the  hvo  houfes  of  parliament,  in  the  tenor  and  form  follow- 
ing:”  Then  followed  an  exact  tranfeript  of  the  writ  ufually  iflued  under 
the  ftgn  manual,  impowering  certain  commiffioners  to  open  and  hold  the  king’s 
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parliaments  at  Weftminfter.  The  coinmiffioners  nominated  by  the  prefent  let- 
ters patent,  were,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Dukes  of 
Cumberland  and  Gloucefter,  together  with  the  other  perfons  ufually  inferted 
therein. 

The  motion  having  been  feconded.  Lord  Portchefter  arofe,  and  obferved, 
they  were  noA\'  in  that  precife  fituation,  where  they  ftooil  two  months  fince, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  they  v’ere  now  going  to  do,  by  a pretended  a6t 
of  parliament,  what  fliould  have  been  done  by  a declaration  of  the  two  houfes. 
But  belides  this  fiction  of  the  great  feal,  there  were  other  humbling  blocks  in 
their  way.  By  two  afts  of  parliament,  the  fign  manual  was  made  effentially 
neceffary  to  the  validity  of  any  aft : thefe  were,  the  acts  of  33d  of  Henr}’^  the 
Eighth,  and  the  ift  of  Philip  and  Mary;  the  former  declaring,  that  no  act 
could  be  valid  unlefs  figned  by  the  fovereign,  or,  in  bis  abfence,  by  the  cuftos 
regni ; and  the  latter,  in  deciding  on  the  attainder  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
fpeaking  the  fame  language,  but  in  ftronger  terms. 

Lord  Camden  replied,  that  a different  meaning  was  to  be  attached  to  thofe 
afts  : they  were,  he  contended,  afts  merely  affirmative ; that  is,  they  afferted, 
that  afts  fo  figned,  were  legal ; but  they  no  where  contained  the*'affertion, 
that  thofe  afts  could  not  be  legalized  in  any  other  form.  His  lordfliip  added 
a precedent  in  point,  that  of  the  28th  of  Elizabeth,  which  had  aftually  paffed 
under  the  great  feal  only,  and  without  the  fign  manual. 

His  Royal  Plighnefs  the  Duke  of  York  role  uncxpeftedly  at  this  moment, 
and  faid,  he  had  not  been  informed,  that  it  was  intended  to  infert  his  name  in 
the  commiffion,  and  therefore  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  take  any  fteps 
to  prevent  it.  He  could  not  fanftion  the  proceedings  with  his  name,  not 
wilhing  to  hand  upon  record,  and  be  handed  to  pofterity,  as  approving  fuch 
a meafure.  His  opinion  of  the  whole  fyftem  adopted  was  already  known  : 
he  deemed  the  meafure  propofed,  as  well  as  every  other  that  had  been  taken 
refpefting  the  fame  fubjeft,  to  be  unconffitutional  and  illegal.  He  defired, 
therefore,  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  part  of  the  bufmefs  ; and  requefted 
that  his  name,  and  that  of  his  brother,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  might  be  left  out 
of  the  commiffion. 

Lord  Camden  faid,  upon  a reijuifition  thus  communicated,  there  could  be 
no  hefitation.  He  fhould  not  for  a moment  refift  the  royal  duke's  defirc,  but 
would  readily  agree  to  omit  his  royal- highnefs’s  name,  and  that  of  his  royal 
highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
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The  Dukes  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucefter  defired  their  names  might  alfo 
be  omitted,  which  was  complied  with. 

The  refolutions,  as  amended  and  paffed  by  the  lords,  on  February  the  2d, 
having  been  communicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  IMr.  Pitt  moved  for 
their  concurrence  therein.  This  motion,  which  was  at  length  carried  without 
a divifion,  gave  rife  to  a long  and  warm  debate.  The  refolutions  were  de- 
fended, as  affording  the  only  legal  fecurity  to  their  proceedings,  which  the 
cafe  admitted  of.  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  urged,  that  hovTver  they  might 
thus  be  made  formally  legal,  yet  being  fubftantially  and  hiftorically  other- 
wife,  it  would  have  been  much  more  fafe,  that  the  whole  cafe  Iliould  ftand 
upon  its  own  ground,  diffinguilhcd  as  an  irregular  proceeding,  juffified  only 
by  neceffit}',  than  to  call  in  counterfeit  props  to  fupport  it.  The  precedents 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  upon  which  fo  much  ftrefs  had  been  laid, 
whilit  minifters  were  contending  for  the  right  of  the  two  houfes  to  nominate  a 
regent,  were  now  totally  abandoned.  In  conformity  to  thofe  precedents, 
the  Prince  of  Wales  ought  to  be  empowered,  by  , the  propofed  commiffion,  to 
open  the  parliament  in  the  king’s  name,  and  to  exercife  the  Icgillative  autho- 
rity of  the  king,  in  the  paffing  of  fuch  aids  as  might  be  tendered  for  the  royal 
affent.  Nor  could  there  be  now  any  ground  of  apprehenfion  that  he  Ihould 
reject  a bill  of  limitation,  as  he  had  already  declared  his  willingnefs  to  accept 
the  regency  with  the  reftridtions  propofed. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  a long  and  able  fpeech,  fupported  the  exclufive  right  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  to  the  regency ; anti  endeavoured  to  imprefs  the  committee 
with  a fenfe  of  the  fatal  confequences  that  might  follow,  from  admitting  any 
idea  of  competition  in  it,  to  the  unity  of  the  empire,  the  integrity  of  the 
conftitution,  and  the  hereditary  fucceffion  to  the  throne  itfelf. 

The  day  following,  February  the  3d,  the  fpeaker  with  the  commons  being 
at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Earl  Bathurft,  who  fat  as  fpeaker  for  the 
lord-chancellor,  acquainted  them,  that  the  illnefs  of  his  majefty  had  made  it 
neceffary,  that  a commiffion  in  his  name  fhould  pafs  the  great  feai,  which  they 
would  hear  read.  The  clerk  having  read  the  commiffion,  Lord  Bathurff,  in 
a Ihort  fpeech,*  opened  the  caufes  of  their  prefent  meeting,  and  the  objects, 
for  which  they  w ere  to  provide.  As 

* Lord  Bathurft’s  fpeech  was  as  follows  : 

” My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ IN  purfuance  of  the  authority  given  fo  us  by  his  majefty’s  commiffion 
*'  under  the  great  feal,  which  has  been  read,  amongft  other  things,  to  declare  the  caufes  of  your 

*’  prefent 
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As  foon  as  tlie  commons  had  returned  to  their  houfe,  and  had  gone 
through  the  ufual  forms,  Mr.  Pitt  rofe,  and  after  a fhort  preface,  moved, 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill  to  provide  for  the  care  of  his  majefty’s 
royal  peifon,  and  for  the  admin iftration  of  the  regal  authority  during  his  ma- 
jefty’s  illnefs.  Leave  was  accordingly  given  ; and  the  bill  was  brought  in  and 
read  for  the  firlt  time,  without  a debate,  on  the  day  following. 

So  far  in  this  delicate  and  important  fituation  of  the  Britilli  empire,  had  the 
minifter  laid  down  and  fuccefsfully  put  in  train,  a fyftem  of  provifional  re- 
gency, during  the  uncertain  duration  of  his  majefty’s  incapacity,  fettered 
and  clogged  with  reftri6tions  and  limitations,  Avhich  it  Avas  frequently  urged 
by  the  gentlemen  in  the  oppofition,  were  induftrioufly  calculated  to  produce  a 
weak  government  with  a ftrong  oppofition.  Mr.  Burke  particularly  cb- 
ferved,  that  it  was  infulting  and  injurious  to  the  prince,  as  his  royal  highnefs’s 
condu6l  had  never  given  the  remoteft  ground  for  fufpe6ting  him  of  a difpofi- 
tion  to  abufe  power.  It  was  evidently  the  intention,  and  probably  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  Britilli  minifter,  that  the  two  houfes  of  the  Irilh  parliament 
lliould  follow  the  example  of  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  This  national  calamity 
had  too  recently  followed  the  declaration  of  Irilh  legillative  independence,  to 
ground  any  reafonable  expectation  in  our  cabinet,  that  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  would  be  di6tated  to  by  a Britilli  convention,  with  all  the  auxiliary 
powers  and  elfeds  intended  to  be  attached  to  the  application  of  the  great  feal. 
Many  grounds  of  anxiety,^miftruft,  and  alarm,  with  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Irilli  on  this  trying  occalion,  agitated  the  breads  of  the  Britilli  and 
Irilli  cabinets..  The  confcious  unpopularity  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  : 
the  real  congeniality  of  principle  in  the  bulk  of  every  independent  Irilliman 
with  that  party,  which  had  given  them  independence  in,  1782,  and  now  op- 
pofed  the  galling  and  humiliating  fetters  about  to  be  rivetted  on  the  regent ; 
the  fympathy  of  the  true  Iridi  charafter,  with  the  native  prowefs,  generolity, 
and  magnanimity  of  the  prince  : the  national  difguft,  contempt,  and  detefta- 
tion  of  any  thing  mean,  fordid,  and  fufpicious:  and,  above  all,  the  brilliant 
and  important  occafion  of  exercifmg  their  national  independence  in  afcertain- 
ing  and  eftablilhing  the  conftitutional  boundaries  of  the  royal  authority  in  the 

prefent  meeting,  we  have  only  to  call  your  attention  to  the  melancholy  circumllances  of  his  ma- 
“ jelly’s  illnefs  5 in  confequence  of  which,  it  becomes  necelfary  to  provide  for  the  care  of  his 

majefty’s  royal  perfon,  and  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  royal  authority,  during  the  continuance 
*'  of  this  calamity,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exigency  oftlie  cafe  feems  to  require.” 
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perfon  of  their  favourite  prince.  All  thefe  confiderations  deterred  the  jomt 
cabinet  from  convening  the  Iritli  parliament.  From  the  moment,  however, 
of  the  melancholy  tidings  of  the  king’s  malady  having  been  announced  in 
Ireland,  effedts  were  daily  more  and  more  difcernable  of  the  rifmg  difficul- 
ties, which  the  government  would  have  to  encounter  in  perfuading  or  forcing 
the  Irifh  nation  to  adopt  the  very  extraordinary  meafures  of  tlie  Britifli  ca- 
binet. 

Amongft  the  firft  impreffions,  which  the  fatal  news  of  Ins  majefty's  incapa- 
city to  exercife  the  executive  fundlions  of  government  produced  upon  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Irifli  nation,  Avas  the  flattering  expectation  of  foon  feeing 
an  end  to  the  adminiftration,  'which  they  confidered  fyftematically  inimical 
to  their  welfare.  To  a change  of  minifters,  Rie}'^  naturally  attached  a dilfolu- 
tion  of  parliament.  As  early,  therefore,  as  in  the  month  of  November,  J788, 
meetings  Avere  had  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  aflbciations  formed  prepa- 
ratory to  the  expected  election  for  a ncAV  parliament;  and  a common  teft  Avas 
very  generally  agTced  upon  to  be  tendererl,  and  fAvorn  to  by  CA'ciy  candidate 
before  he  fliould  be  entitled  to  propofe  himfelf  as  a reprefentatNe  of  either 
county  or  borough  ; the  aflbciated  eledtors  bound  themfefves  to  each  other 
(generally  by  oath),  to  vote  for  no  man  Avho  fliould  refufe  to  fubfcribe,  and 
fwear  to  dieir  teft:  the  purport  of  Arhich  Avas:  iftly.  To  A'ote  for  a per 
centage  tax  upon  the  property  of  all  abfentees.  2dly.  For  a fettlement  or 
commutation  of  tithes.  3dly.  For  the  reftoration  of  the  fail  cloth  manufac- 
ture. 4.  For  a bill  to  limit  the  penfion  lift,  (with  a N.  B.  that  it  then  ex- 
oeefted  that  of  England  by  8000/.)  5thly.  For  a reform  in  the  popular  re- 
prefcntation  in  parliament.  Sthly.  For  protecting  duties. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  moft  unlimited  difcretion  and  imperati\"e  inftruc- 
tions,  Avere  received  at  the  Caftle  from  England,  to  procure  from  Ireland  a 
formal  recognition,  that  Avhomever  Great  Britain  fliould  appoint  as  regent, 
Ihould,  ipfo  facia,  be  recehed  in  Ireland  with  all  the  reftriCtions  and  limita- 
tions impofed  upon  the  regent  in  Great  Britain  ; with  peremptory  orders  to 
convene  the  parliament  the  inftant  his  excellency  could  anfwer  for  a majority 
for  carrying  fuch  recognition.  Unufual  exertions  to  gain  over  the  members 
to  that  point  Avere  ufed  by  all  the  means,  Avhich  the  Caftle  influence,  aided  at 
that  time  by  the  Britifli  treafury,  could  command.  Threats  alfo  Avere  circulated, 
and  generally  credited,  (not  raflily,  as  experience  afterAvards  proved),  that, 
ivhocver  poflefling  place  or  penfion,  fliould  vote  againft  the  minifter,  Avould 
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forfeit,  or  be  deprived.  Yet  inafmuch  as  the  Leinfter,  the  Shannon,  tlie 
Tyrone,  and  moil  other  independent  interefts  in  Ireland,  violently  oppoled 
- IMr.  Pitt’s  plan  of  regency,  the  <;anvafs  of  the  Caftle  proved  iinfuccefsful ; 
and  it  was  previoufly  kno^v^l,  that  government  would  be  left  in  a minority  on 
the  qiieftion ; they  therefore  defeired  the  evil  day  as  long  as  poffible,  and 
convened  the  parliament  only  on  the  5th  of  February,  after  the  whole  plan 
had  been  fettled,  and  fubmitted  to  by  the  Prince  in  England.  On  an  emer- 
gency fo  preffing,  the  lord-lieutenant,  who  at  no  time  had  been  popular,  now 
found  himfelf  importuned  and  harrafled  beyond  bearing : the  deaths  of  Sir 
^Vhlliam  Montgomery  and  Lord  Clifden,  who  held  lucrative  places  under  go- 
vernment, brought  upon  his  excellency  a hoft  of  behegers,  rather  than  be- 
feechers,  ■who  impofed  their  extortionary  demands  with  an  an  ogance  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  now  known  to  be  fet  on  a Tingle  vote  at  the  Caille. 

A fmgular  meafure  was  about  this  time  carried  with  a high  hand,  Avhich 
Lord  Townfend  had  once  carried,  though  he  were  forced  immediately  after  to 
abandon  it : tlris  was  the  divifion  of  tire  revenue  and  excife  board  : preparatory 
to  Avhich  his  excellency  appointed  one  of  tire  Beresford  family  to  be  fecond 
council  to  the  commiffioners.  About  this  time  alfo  his  excellency  fouiul  it 
neceffary  to  reftore  to  the  officers  in  barracks  their  wonted  allowances  of 
firing,  which  in  a former  fit  of  fubaltern  oeconomy  he  had  flopped  from 
them ; this  pitiful  ftoppage  had  been  laid  on  to  the  great  difeontent  of  the 
army ; and  being  very  ungracioufly  removed,  the  alleviation  was  received 
without  gratitude.  The  very  creatures  of  the  Caftle  decried  the  parfimonious 
fy'ftem  purfued  within  its  walls,  and  contrafted  it  againll  the  days  of  Lord 
Townfend,  Avho  had  done  more  by  table  attachments,  than  his  command  of 
the  treafury.  Amongft  other  occonomical  arrangements,  the  iMarquis  of 
Buckingham  about  this  time  appointed  an  additional  commiffioner  totheftamp 
office;  which  the  people  confidered  ns  a new  and  unnecelfary  creature,  and 
ill  defiance  of  a ftatiite,  Avhich  had  already  appointed  a given  number  of  com- 
miffioners. The  oppofition  to  the”  IMarquis  of  Buckingham’s  adminiftration, 
feeling  their  own  fuength,  and  anxious  to  lofe  no  part  of  it,  from  want  of 
■concert  and  harmony,  met  on  the  3d  of  February,  1789,  Jit  Lord  Charle- 
mont’s  houfe  in  Rutland-fquai’e,  in  order  to  arrange  their  plan  of  operation  for 
•the  meeting  of  the  parliament. 

The  feffion  was  opened  by  the  Marquis  of  Buckinginmi  on  the  5th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 
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bruary,  1780,  who,  in  hisfpeech*  from  the  throne,  informed  the  tM’ohoufes  of 
the  fevere  indifpofition  with  which  the  king  had  been  infli6Ied,  and  apprized 
them,  that  he  had  directed  all  the  documents  refpecling  his  majefty’s  health, 
which  could  alfift  their  deliberations,  to  be  laid  before  them.  On  the  next 
day,  fome  objedtions  to  the  addrefs  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  Avere  made,  that 
brought  on  a very  long  and  interefting  converfation : for  as  it  Avas  the  com- 
mon belief,  that  the  government  of  the  IMarquis  of  Buckingham  Avould  noAV 
be  of  very  Ihort  duration,'!'  opinions  Avere  delivered  of  his  excellency  Avithout 

any 

* 13  Journ.  Com. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen. 

''  WITH  the  deepeft  concern  I find  myfelf  obliged,  on  opening  the  pre- 
fent  feffion  of  parliament,  to  communicate  to  you  that  his  raajefty  has  been  for  fome  time 
''  afflided  by  a fevere  malady,  in  confequence  of  which  he  has  not  honored  me  with  his  commands 
“ upon  the  meafures  to  be  recommended  to  his  parliament. 

''  I have  direded  fuch  documents  as  I have  received  refpeding  his  majefty’s  health,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore  you  j and  I (hall  alfo  communicate  to  you  as  foon  as  I fhall  be  enabled,  fuch  further  infor- 
“ mation  as  may  affift  your  deliberations  on  that  melancholy  fubjed.’* 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

DEEMING  it  at  all  times  my  indifpenfable  duty  to"  call  your  attention 
“ to  the  fecurity  of  the  public  credit,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  and  military  eftablifh- 
“ raents,  I have  ordered  the  public  accounts  to  be  laid  before  you, 

” My  Lords  and  Gentlemen. 

IT  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  exprefs  to  you  my  earneft  withes  for  the  wel- 
“ fare  and  profperity  of  Ireland,  which,  in  every  fituation,  I thall  always  be  anxious  to  promote. 
" Nor  need  I declare  my  confidence  in  that  affedionate  attachment  to  his  majefty,  and  in  that 
“ zealous  concern  for  the  united  interefts  of  both  kingdoms,  which  have  manifefted  themfelves  in 
“ all  your  proceedings.” 

-f  The  reafon  of  fubmitting  to  the  reader  fome  of  thefe  fevere  cenfures  upon  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham is,  that  they  are  the  ftrongeft  vouchers  that  can  be  procured  of  feveral  important  fads, 
neceflary  to  he  known  to  thofe,  who  take  an  intereft  in  the  genuine  hiftory  of  Ireland ; and  it  ap- 
pears, that  fuch  of  thofe  fads  aflerted  or  referred  to  on  this  occafion,  as  were  not  contradided  by 
any  of  the  gentlemen,  whofe  difpofition,  intereft,  and  duty  called  upon  them  to  deny  them,  (if 
falfe),  muft  be  admitted  as  true.  9 Pari.  Debates.  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  College,  faid,  that  he 
came  into  the  houfe  extremely  well-difpofed  to  dilacerate  the  public  charader  of  the  viceroy  ; but 
really  it  was  now  left  in  fo  miferable  and  mangled  a condition,  tliat  it  would  be  ungenerous,  and 
unmanly,  to  attack  the  fmall  fragment  that  remained.  He  could  only  now  talk  of  what  he  in- 
tended to  have  done,  which  had  been  already  anticipated  by  other  aflailants.  He  might  have 
painted  the  acclamations,  with  which  his  adminiftration  began  j the  difgrace,  with  which  it  termi- 
nated j the  declarations  againft  jobbing  ; the  adual  jobbing  that  fucceeded ; jobbing  in  the  clofet ; 
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any  referve  or  tendcrnefs  to  his  charafter  or  lituatioii : and  by  tlie  turn  of  tlic 
debate,  the  ininifters  feeined  thoroughly  confcious  of  commanding  no  longer 

that 

coercion  in  the  offices.  A little  gnawing,  corroding,  venomous  fcrutiny,  which  eats  its  way  into 
the  hearts  of  fome  poor  men,  who  had  not  ftrength  of  body  to  bear  violent  accufalion,  or  ftrength 
of  mind  enough  to  retort  on  greater  offenders ; which  feemed  to  look  out  for  crimes  and  for- 
feitures, as  objefts  of  prey,  not  of  corredtion.  He  might  have  painted  an  oeconomy,  which  in- 
ftead  of  applying  itfelf  to  great  objedts,  fuch  as  the  penfion  lift,  police  eftablifliment,  or  finecure 
offices,  fell  upon  a few  miferable  military  taj  lors ; and  by  depriving  them  of  their  little  fire,  in  rea- 
lity increafed,  inftead  of  diminifliing,  the  expence  of  clothing  the  army.  He  might  have  dwelt  on 
a prorogation  of  parliament,  prejudicial  to  the  public  bufinefs,  and  unneceflary,  except  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a fadtion. 

Mr.  Grattan  wifhed  that  the  lord-lieutenant  had  not  been  introduced  into  the  addrefs  : he  faid, 
the  expences  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  were  accompanied  with  the  moft  extraordinary  pro- 
feftions  of  oeconomy  and  cenfures  on  the  condudt  of  the  adminiftration,  that  immediately  preceded 
him  j he  had  exclaimed  againft  the  penfions  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  a man  acceffible  undoubtedly 
to  applications,  but  the  mofl  difinterefted  man  on  earth,  and  one  whofe  noble  nature  demanded 
fome,  but  received  no  indulgence  from  the  rigid  principles  or  profeflions  of  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham. He  exclaimed  againft  his  penfions,  and  he  confirmed  them  ; he  refifted  motions  made 
to  difallow  fome  of  them  ; and  he  finally  agreed  to  a penfion  for  Mr.  Orde,  the  fecretary  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland’s  adminiftration,  whofe  extravagance  was  at  once  the  object  of  his  inveiftive,  and 
of  his  bounty  : he  refifted  his  penfion,  if  report  fays  true ; and  having  fhewn  that  it  was  againft  his 
confcience,  he  fubmitted.  Mr.  Orde  can  never  forgive  the  Marquis  the  charges  made  againft  the 
man  he  thought  proper  to  reward  ; the  public  will  never  forgive  the  penfion  given  to  a man  the  Mar- 
quis thought  proper  to  condemn.  The  penfion  lift,  faid  he,  w'hofe  increafe  the  Marquis  con- 
demned, he  had  an  opportunity  to  reftrain.  A bill  limiting  tlie  amount  of  penfions  was  propofed 
by  an  honorable  friend  of  his,  and  was  refifted  by  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  ; his  fecretary  was 
• the  perfon  to  oppofe  that  bill,  and  to  give  a fignal  to  the  fervants  of  the  crown  to  refift  it.  He 
afligned  his  reafon,  viz.  becaufe  he  thought  his  excellency  w'as  entitled  to  the  fame  confidence 
w'hich  had  been  repofed  in  the  other  viceroys,  that  is,  the  confidence,  which  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham pathetically  declared  had  been  grofsly  abufed.  The  police  w'as  another  theme  of  his  excel- 
lency’s indignation  ; he  had  exclaimed,  or  had  been  faid  to  have  exclaimed,  againft  the  expence  of 
that  eftablifliment.  A committee  was  appointed  to  examine  into  its  utility  j and  after  a long  and 
minute  inveftigation,  difeovered  that  the  turbulence  and  corruption  of  the  police-men,  were  at  leaft 
equal  to  the  extravagance  of  the  eflabliftiment.  With  that  two-fold  knowledge  of  its  prodigality 
and  its  licentioufnefs,  he  defended  the  police  eftablifliment,  and  refifted  a meafure  to  repeal  that 
bill  5 defending  in  parliament  every  meafure,  againft  wdiich  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  exhaufted  his 
time  in  invedtive  and  in  inveftigation. 

The  park  eftablifliment  was  fuppofed  alfo  to  have  excited  his  indignation.  A motion  was  made 
to  difallow  fome  of  thofe  charges,  and  refifted  by  all  the  ftrength  of  his  government.  He  was  on 
thefe  fubjefts  fatisfied  with  a minute  examination,  a poor  and  paflionate  exclamation,  and  a mife- 
rable  acquiefcence.  Some  of  thefe  expences  muft  have  flopped,  becaufe  they  were  for  fiirniture 

and 
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that  docile  majority,  which  they  had  fo  long  keptfteady  in  their  ranks,  and  hy 
a look  or  nod  had  marflialled  to  every  command,  that  iffued  from  their  bench. 

If 

and  improvement,  and  were  not  annual  expences  ; but  the  principle  remained  j the  country  was 
open  to  the  repetition  of  the  charge  ; and  the  Marquis  had  only  to  take  credit  for  the  ceafing  of 
charges,  which  muft  for  a time  have  flopped  of  themfelves,  but  which,  by  his  influence  and  re- 
fiflance  in  parliament  to  motions  diflUlowing  them,  might  be  renewed  j but  he  not  only  continued 
tire  evils  he  found  ; he  introduced  a number ; on  the  expences  of  his  predecelfor  he  introduced  jobs 
of  his  own.  He  increafed  falaries  in  the  departments,  which  he  propofed,  and  was  faid  to  reform. 
He  made  by  that  increafe  certain  places  parliamentary  objeiSls,  which  before  had  not  come  into  the 
fphere  of  what  is  called  parliamentary  corruption  ; and  greatly  increafed  the  influence  of  the  crown 
at  the  time  he  affected  to  reduce  the  expences  of  the  nation.  The  difpofition  he  made  of  fome  of 
thofe  ofHces,  was  in  favor  of  very  worthy  men.  He  would  not  fay  that  one  of  them  was  not  yet 
underplaced,  but  he  did  fliy,  that  his  office  ought  not  to  have  been  raifed  to  his  merits,  for  his  me- 
rits were  his  own,  and  of  courfe  during  life  j but  the  increafe  was  perpetual;  and  the  increafe  of 
falary  would  never  want  a pretence  if  this  argument  w'ere  admitted.  You  will  eafily  have  that  fpe- 
cies  of  oeconomy,  which  does  at  leaft  as  much  mifchief  as  good,  checks  peculation,  and  promotes 
undue  influence.  He  did  not  confine  himfelf  to  the  iircreafe  of  falaries;  he  proje6ted,  if  fame  fays 
true,  a number  of  new  offices  to  be  created  for  the  accommodation  of  friends,  at  the  public  e.x- 
pence,  by  dividing  and  fplitling  offices  or  boards,  under  that  worfl  fpecies  of  profufion,  the  mafk  of 
OEConomy,  laying  the  foundation  of  new  falaries  hereafter,  and  increafing  undue  influence  for  the 
prefent.  But  there  was  one  of  his  projefts  he  had  adually  carried  into  execution,  the  revival  of  an 
obfolete  office,  the  fecond  counfel  to  the  commiffioners  : that  office  was  the  remnant  of  a wretched 
job,  attempted  eighteen  years  ago,  and  put  down  bccaufe  impradicable  and  improper.  The  divi- 
fion  of  the  boards  of  cuflom  and  excife,  for  extending  the  undue  influence  of  the  crown ; that’ 
meafure  was  put  down ; but  the  fecond  counfel,  a wretched  remnant,  was  fuffered  for  a time : 
and  when  the  then  counfel,  Mr.  hlaunfel,  died,  his  place  alfo  was  difcontinued.  It  thus  remained 
on  the  eflablifhment  an  obfolete  unoccupied  office,  until  it  had  been  revived  by  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  no  doubt,  it  will  be  faid,  for  the  purpofe  of  faving.  The  office  was  to  be  a great 
laving  to  the  public  ; he  was  to  feed  like  the  firfl  counfel  in  the  revenue.  You  are  to  have  two 
counfel  inflead  of  one,  to  give  opinions,  and  to  receive  fees  in  all  revenue  proceedings  : but  this 
was  to  be  a great  faving.  He  was  not  at  prefent  to  be  confulted  in  the  framing  of  the  money  bills  y 
but  this  w'as  a private  tranfadtion  ; and  this  was  a faving,  on  the  duration  of  which  little  dependance 
was  to  be  had.  He  had  flated  particular  inftances  of  the  expenfive  genius  of  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham in  the  management  of  the  public  money  : and  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  the  year,  in  which 
even  prodigal  lord-lieutenants  impofe  on  themfelves  a referve.  Birt  thefe  particular  infiances  were 
principles,  bad  principles  : the  attempt  to  increafe  the  number  of  offices,  was  an  attempt  to  increafe 
corruption  : the  man  guilty  of  that  attempt  was  not  pure.  The  revival  of  an  obfolete  ufelefs  office 
for  a friend,  was  a bad  principle  ; and  if  accompanied  with  extraordinary  profeffion  of  public  par- 
fimony,  was  a deteflable  principle : hypocrify,  added  to  extravagance ! His  great  objedlion  to  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  was  not  merely  that  he  had  been  a jobber,  but  a jobber  in  a malk  ; his 
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If  the  nature  of  tlie  Irilh  charader  be  fairly  confulercd,  that  they  are  a 
peopln  of  quick  impulfe,  irafcible,  generous,  unfufpe6ting,  daring  and  intrepid, 

forming 

objeftion  was  not  merely,  that  his  adminiftration  had  been  expenfive,  but  that  his  expences  were 
accompanied  with  hypocrify:  it  was  the  afFedtation  of  oeconomy,  attended  with  a great  deal  of  good, 
comfortable,  fubftantial  jobbing  for  himfelf  and  his  friends.  That  led  to  another  meafure  of  the 
IMarquis  of  Buckingham,  which  was  the  lead  ceremonious,  and  the  mod  fordid  and  fcandalous  adt 
of  feif-intered,  attended  with  the  facrifice  of  all  public  decorum;  he  meant  the  difpofal  of  the  re - 
verfion  of  the  place  of  the  chief  remembrancer  to  his  brother,  one  of  the  bed,  if  not  the  very  bed 
office  in  the  kingdom,  given  in  reverfion  to  an  abfentee,  with  a great  patronage  and  a compenfation 
annexed.  That  mod  fordid  and  lliamelefs  adl  was  committed  exadtly  about  the  time  when  that 
kingdom  was  charged  with  great  penfions  for  the  bringing  home,  as  it  was  termed,  abfentee  em- 
ployments. That  bringing  home  abfentee  employments  was  a mondrous  job ; the  kingdom  paid 
the  value  of  the  employment,  and  perhaps  more  ; Ihe  paid  the  value  of  the  tax  alfo.  The  penfioner 
fo  paid  was  then  fudered  to  fell  both  to  a reddent,  who  was  free  from  the  tax  : he  was  then  per- 
mitted to  fubditute  new  and  young  lives  in  the  place  of  his  own,  and  then  permitted  to  make  a new 
account  againd  the  country,  and  to  receive  a further  compenfation,  w'hich  he  was  differed  in  the 
fame  manner  to  difpofe  of.  In  excufe  for  that  fort  of  traffic  they  were  told,  that  they  were  not 
buying  places,  but  principles ; the  principle  of  confining  the  great  employments  of  that  country  to 
refidents;  a principle  invaluable,  they  were  told,  to  her  pride  and  her  inteied.  While  they  were 
thus  buying  back  principles,  and  while  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  was  profeffing  a difintereded 
regard  for  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  in  oppofition  to  the  principles  and  the  profefiions,  he  difpofed 
of  the  bed  reverfion  in  Ireland  to  his  own  family;  the  only  family  in  the  world  that  could  not,  with 
decency,  receive  it,  as  he  was  the  man  in  the  world,  that  could  not  difpofe  of  it  to  them.  After 
that.  Lord  Buckingham  was  not  to  be  called  difintereded ; call  him  any  thing  elfe  ; give  him  any 
appellation  you  pleafe  of  ability  or  adivity,  but  do  not  call  him  a public  reformer ; do  not  ridicule 
him  by  calling  him  a difintereded  man. 

Gentlemen  had  fpoken  about  public  incondancy,  and  had  dwelled  on  the  rapid  turn  of  the 
public  mind,  in  defpifing  now  what  a year  ago  it  feemed  to  idolize  ; but  let  thofe  gentlemen  re- 
fleft  a little.  When  a man  in  a high  fituation  profeffed  to  be  a reformer;  when  he  exclaimed 
againd  the  profufion  and  memory  of  his  predeceffor;  when  he  taught  the  people  to  deceive 
themfelves;  enfeoffed  himfelf  in  popularity;  Iliook  hands  with  the  populace;  when  fuch  a 
man  agreed  to  no  one  conditutional  or  osconomic  bill ; on  the  contrary,  redded  motions  for 
difallowing  extravagance,  and  bills  tending  to  fecure  the  country  againd  future  extravagance, 
and  fet  up  his  own  temporary  regulations,  his  own  contingent  favings,  and  cafual  fradtions  of 
(Economy,  in  the  place  of  laws;  fuch  a man  mud  fpeedily  forfeit  the  opinion  of  the  public  : but 
when  the  fame  man  fliall,  to  the  crime  of  omiffion,  add  that  of  commiffion,  ffiall  increafe  the 
expences,  of  which  he  complained,  on  the  principle  which  he  affedted  to  reprobate ; multiply 
undue  influence,  and  create  or  revive  offices  merely  for  private  gratification : and  finally,  fliall 
attach  the  bed  office  of  the  kingdom  to  his  family,  whild  he  affedts  to  attach  tlie  love  of  the 
public  to  his  perfon ; fuch  a man  could  not  be  furprized  at  the  lofs  of  popularity ; an  event  tlie 
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forming  the  wifeft  refolutions,  but  impatient  of  the  delays  neceflary  to  bring 
them  to  maturity,  and  crown  their  perfeverance  with  fuccefs : if  it  be  con- 

fidered, 

natural  confequence,  not  of  public  inconllancy,  but  of  his  own  inconfiftency ; of  his  great  pro- 
feffions  and  his  contingent  favings  overbalanced  by  his  jobbing)  a teazing  and  minute  induftry 
ending  in  one  great  principle  of  oeconoray,  and  tarniflied  by  attempts  to  increafe  the  influence 
of  corruption,  and  by  a fordid  and  indecorous  fenfe  of  private  intereft. 

Sir  John  (now  Lord)  Blaquiere,  having  had  particular  reafon  to  be  difpleafed  at  the  marquis’s 
fcrutinizing  fpirit  of  oeconomy,  made  a moft  angry  and  perfonal  inventive  againft  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant. Mr.  Curran  fpoke  largely  upon  the  queflion  j but  referred  not  to  fa6ls  ; he  flrongly  op- 
pofed  the  addrefs,  as  an  addrefs  of  delay,  and  improper  in  its  time,  nature  and  circumftances.  He 
obferved,  that  he  found  the  appeal  to  the  compaliion  of  the  public  ftronger  than  to  their  juftice. 
He  felt  the  reverfes  of  human  fate.  He  remembered  tliis  very  fupplicant  for  a compliment,  to 
which  he  pretended  only  becaufe  it  was  no  compliment,  drawn  into  that  city  by  the  people  har- 
nefled  to  his  chariot,  through  ftreets  blazing  with  illuminations ; and  after  more  than  a year’s  labour 
at  computation,  he  had  hazarded  all  on  a paragraph,  ftating  no  one  aft  of  private  or  of  public  good, 
fupported  by  no  man  that  faid  he  loved  him,  attefted  by  no  aft,  that  faid  he  ought  to  be  beloved, 
defended  not  by  afl'ertion  of  his  merit,  but  an  extenuation  of  his  delinquency.  So  much  having 
been  faid  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham’s  charafter  and  conduft  as  viceroy  of  Ireland  in  face  of 
his  fecretary  and  all  the  fupporters  of  his  adminiftralion,  hiftorical  juftice  demands,  that  I fhould 
lay  before  the  reader  all  that  was  faid  in  anfwer  to  it.  Mr.  M.  Mafon  faid  Mr.  Grattan  had  ar- 
gued from  two  fafts,  which  he  fuppofed,  but  of  which  there  was  no  proof ; the  penfion  to  Mr. 
Orde  and  the  reverfion  to  Mr.  Grenville  : but  of  a third,  viz.  the  appointment  of  a fecond  counfel 
to  the  revenue,  he  could  fay,  it  was  really  osconomical,  as  revenue  caufes  had  fo  multiplied,  that  tlie 
expence  of  employing  counfel  not  connefted  with  the  revenue  was  become  enormous.  Mr.  Fitzgib- 
bon  maintained  this  appointment  not  only  as  an  aft  of  oeconomy,  but  of  abfolute  neceflity  j as  one 
might  be  attending  a trial  at  Derry,  whilft  the  other  was  at  Cork.  Mr.  Boyd  fpoke  to  the  fame 
eft'eft.  Mr.  Corry  admitted  a large  encreafe  of  falary  in  his  appointment  (furveyor  of  the  ord- 
nance), but  could  at  the  fame  time  fhew  fome  favings  to  the  public  in  his  department,  which  would 
fully  juftify  whatever  alteration  had  been  made : the  intention  of  the  alteration  was  to  place  the 
management  in  the  hands  of  men,  who  might  be  fuppofed  above  the  little  arts  of  plunder  and  pe- 
culation, which  had  before  difgraced  the  department  much  to  the  public  lofs.  He  had  ever  oppofed 
Uie  extenfion  of  penfions,  and  oppofition  to  that  praftice  was  one  of  the  conditions,  on  which  he  had 
accepted  of  office : but  he  could  not  fee,  that  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  dcferved  cenfure  becaufe 
a bill  to  limit  penfions  had  been  oppofed  in  his  adminiftration.  The  majority  of  the  houfe  flood 
pledged  to  oppofe  the  bill : but  the  marquis  had  not  added  a penfion  to  the  lifl.  The  folicitor  ge- 
neral atfured  tlie  houfe,  that  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  had  always  fpoken  honorably  of  his  pre- 
deceflbr.  The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reminded  the  houfe,  that  all  the  objeftions,  which  had 
been  made  were  either  drawn  from  unproved  aflTertions  of  pafl  mifconduft,  or  fuggeflions  and  con- 
jeftures  of  future  impropriety  ; but  he  faid  from  experience,  that  whenever  the  books  fliould  come 
under  the  infpeftion  of  the  houfe,  there  would  be  ample  proof  of  his  excellency’s  attention  to  oeco- 
nomy. 
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fidered,  tliat  the  immediate  profpe6l  then  before  the  eyes  of  the  nation  was  a 
change  of  government,  in  every  principle  and  feature  differing  from  that  of 
the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  compofed  of  thofe  men,  who  had  given  their 
country  freedom  and  a confhtution  in  1782,  it  will  be  no  wonder,  that  all 
independent  men  in  parliament  fliould  have  rifen  unanimoufly  againft  a go- 
vernment fo  little  popular ; and  even  that  many,  who  had  been  fettered  to 
the  pernicious  fyftem  fliould  have  indignantly  burft  their  trammels  and  once 
more  ftood  forward  in  fupport  of  Irifli  freedom.  Pointed  contrails  were 
drawn  between  the  eondudt  of  the  two  independent  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  The  parliament  of  England  had  been  convened,  and 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  boldly  ini-eftigated  in  it.  Miniflers  there  dared  not  irri- 
tate the  people:  in  Ireland,  under  the  fame  exigency,  they  fuffered  every 
outrage,  and  that  the  Irilh  might  not  difagree  from  the  Britifli  fenate,  it  was 
not  fuffered  to  affemble.  God  had  incapacitated  their  king,  and  the  viceroy 
had  incapacitated  the  other  two  eftates ; by  virtue  of  what  authority  then  did 
he  retain  his  lieutenancy?  It  was,  they  faid,  a paradox  in  government,  that 
the  reprefentative  fliould  continue  when  the  power  deputing  had  ceafed.  It 
was  a new  phsenomenon,  that  the  fhadow  remained  when  the  fubftance  was 
no  more.  They  iiififted,  that  lieutenants  of  Ireland  fhould  regulate  their 
conduft  by  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  ; and  know  no  other  flandard ; but 
they  were  in  fa61  motionlefs  puppets,  until  the  firing  Avhich  a6tuated  them 
was  pulled  from  acrofs  the  channel. 

nomy.  Mr.  Coote  faid,  the  foldiers  had  not  been  deprived  of  their  allowance  of  fuel : forae  abufes 
in  the  diftribution  of  that  article  indeed  had  been  correded ; and  his  excellency  fpoke  always  moll 
handfomely  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland.  Mr.  Cuffe  (now  Lord  Tyrawley)  confirmed  what  had  been 
faid  of  the  fuel.  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton  faid  that  he  held  his  houfe  in  the  Park  as  an  appendage 
of  his  office  : it  was  an  eftabliffiment  as  old  as  James  I.  and  every  thing  there  had  been  conduded 
with  frugality : the  accommodation  he  poifelfed  had  been  provided  by  parliament,  and  whilft  his 
countrj'men  approved  of  it,  he  fliould  never  be  affiamed  of  his  pofleffion. 

Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  agreed  with  Mr.  Curran,  that  the  adminiftration  of  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham exhibited  a ftrong  proof  of  the  inftability  of  human  grandeur.  But  little  more  than  a 
twelvemonth  ago,  he  was  introduced  witli  the  plaudits  of  the  nation  and  of  the  fenate.  Thofe  twelve 
months  he  had  with  the  moll  fedulous  attention  employed  himfelf  for  the  benefit  of  the  country, 
ceconomizing  her  expenc'es,  and  improving  her  finances.  During  thefe  twelve  months  he  had  not 
done  a fingle  ad  to  merit  reprehenfion,  yet  fuch  was  the  futile  difpofition  of  feme  and  the  party 
fpirit  of  others,  that  an  eflbrt  was  made  to  withhold  a trifling  compliment,  while  little-minded  men 
■could  fcarcely  refrain  from  infulting  a chief  governor,  by  whofe  favor  they  hoped  no  longer  to 
benefit. 
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After  an  amended  and  qualified  addrefs  had  been  voted  in  the  commons, 
]\Ir.  Fitzherbert  (now  Lord  St.  Helen’s)  moved,  that  the  houfe  Ihould  on 
Monday  (the  l6th)  refolve  itfelf  into  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  nation.*  As  the  evident  defign  of  this  de- 
lay was  to  prevent  the  Irilh  parliament  from  coming  to  any  refolution  rela- 
tive to  a regency,  before  the  determination  of  the  Britilh  parliament  could  be 
propofed  to  them  for  their  concurrence,  it  was  ftrongly  oppofed,  as  derogatory 
to  the  independance  of  that  kingdom,  and  to  the  dignity  and  credit  of  its 
parliament.  Mr.  Grattan,  therefore,  propofed  that  the  houfe  fliould  meet  on 
the  next  Wednefday ; and  his  amendment  after  fome  debate,  Avas  carried  by 
a majority  of  128  to  74. 

A majority  of  54  againfi;  the  minifter  Avas  an  unexpefted  thunder  clap  on 
the  Treafury  Bench  : infomuch,  that  Avhen  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  for  proceeding  immediately  upon  the  hufinefs  of  fupply  preparatory 
to  the  pairing  of  the  money  bills,  and  Avas  oppofed  by  Mr.  Grattan,  they 
Avould  not  rilk  a diA'ifion ; though  by  the  Avarmth,  Avith  Avhich  the  attorney 
general  argued  for  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  it  Avas  an  objedl,  Avhich  go- 
A'ernment  had  much  at  heart. 

The  1 1th  of  February,  1780,  Avas  the  great  day  of  contefi;  upon  the  regency 
of  Ireland:  I\Ir.  Grattan  and  ]\Ir.  Fitzgibbon  took  the  lead  on  the  oppofite 
tides : the  houfe  being  in  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  after  fome 
preliminary  converfation,  in  Avhich  the  plan  of  the  caftle  Av^as  candidly 
avoAved  by  IMr.  Fitzherbert,  IMr.  Grattan  faid,  that  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  Rated  the  plan  of  the  caftle  to  be  limitation  and  a bill.  He  pro- 
pofed to  name  for  the  regency  of  that  realm.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales;  in  that  they  perfedlly  agreed  and  only  folloAved  the  moR  decided 
AAufiies  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ; they  Avere  clear,  and  had  been  fo  from  the 
firft,  that  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  ought,  and  muR  be  the 
regent ; hut  they  Avere  alfo  clear,  that  he  Riould  be  invefted  Avith  the  full  re- 
gal poArer;  plenitude  of  royal  poAver.  The  limitations,  Avhich  a certain 

* ]3  Journ.  Com.  There  might  have  been  more  truth  than  delicacy  in  what  Mr. 

Browne  (of  the  College)  obferved  in  this  debate,  g Pa/Y.  Deb.  p.  SO.  It  was  the  intereft  of 
“ Lord  Buckingham  to  defer  the  bufinefs  of  appointing  a controlling  power  over  him.  As  long  as 

the  money  bills  went  on  in  their  ufual  courfe,  there  was  nothing  to  urge^him  to  expedition  to 
“ that  appointment : and  he  fliould  expedt  every  kind  of  trick  and  artifice  on  the  part  of  govern- 
“ ment,  in  order  to  obtain  procraftination.” 
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member  propofecl  to  impofe,  were  fug-gefted  with  a view  to  preferve  a fervile 
imitation  of  the  proceedings  of  another  country,  not  in  the  choice  of  a re- 
gent, A\  hich  was  a common  concern,  but  in  the  particular  provifions  and  li- 
mitations, which  were  not  a common  concern,  and  which  ought  to  be,  and 
muft  be  governed  by  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  different  countries. 
The  bill,  or  infti  ument  which  he  called  a bill,  was  fuggefted  on  an  opinion, 
that  an  Irilh  act  of  parliament  might  pafs  without  a king  in  a fituation  to 
give  the  royal  affent,  and  without  a regent  appointed  by  the  Irifh  Houfes  of 
parliament  to  fupply  his  place.  The  idea  of  limitation,  he  conceived  to  be 
an  attack  on  the  neceffavy  power  of  government ; the  idea  of  his  bill  was  an 
attack  on  the  King  of  Ireland.  They  had  heard  the  caftle  diffenting  from 
their  fuo-o-eftion.  It  remained  for  them  to  take  the  bufmefs  out  of  their 

OO 

hands,  and  confide  the  cuftody  of  the  great  and  important  matter  to  men 
more  conftitutional  and  refpectable.  The  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland, 
and  not  the  caftle,  tliould  take  the  leading  part  in  this  great  duty.  The 
country  gentlemen,  who  procured  the  conftitution,  fliould  nominate  the  re- 
gent. He  fhould  fubmit  to  them  the  proceedings  they  intended  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  that  great  and  neceffary  duty. 

They  propofed  to  begin  by  a refolution  declaring  the  incapacity  of  the 
king,  for  the  prefent,  to  difeharge  the  perfonal  fun6tions  of  the  regal  power. 
It  was  a melancholy  truth,  but  a truth  of  which  no  man  entertained  a doubt ; 
the  recovery  of  the  fovereign,  however  the  object  of  every  man's  wiflies,  was 
that  uncertain  event,  on  which  no  man  Avould  prefume  to  defpair  or  to  de- 
cide. Having  then  by  the  firft  refolution  afeertained  the  deficiency  in  the 
perfonal  exercife  of  the  regal  power,  the  next  ftep  Avould  be  the  fupply  of 
that  deficiency : that  melancholy  duty  fell  on  the  two  houfes  of  the  Irilh 
parliament ; Avhether  they  were  to  be  conlidered  as  the  only  furviving  efiates 
capable  of  doing  the  a6t,  or  as  the  highell  defeription  of  his  majefty’s  people 
of  Ireland.  The  method  whereby  he  propofed  thefe  great  aflemblies  Ihould. 
fupply  this  deficiency,  was  addrefs.  There  Avere  two  Avays  of  proceeding  to 
thefe  auguft  bodies  perfedtly  familiar ; one  by  Avay  of  legifiation ; the  other 
by  Avay  of  addrefs.  When  they  proceeded  by  Avay  of  legifiation,  it  Avas  on 
the  fuppofition  of  a third  in  a capacity  to  aft  ; but  addrefs  Avas  a mode  ex- 
clufiATly  their  own,  and  complete  Avithout  the  interference  of  a third  eftate  ; 
it  Avas  that  knoAvn  parliamentary  method,  by  Avhich  tlie  two  houfes  exercifed 
thofe  poAvers  to  Avhich  they  Avere  jointly  competent ; therefore,  he  fubmitted 

to 
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to  them,  that  the  mode  by  addrefs,  was  the  moft  proper  for  fupplying  the 
exifting  deficiency ; and  though  the  addrefs  fliould  on  this  occafion  have  all 
the  force  and  operation  of  law,  yet  flill  that  force  and  operation  arofe  from 
the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  were  confined  to  it.  They  v^ould  not  profefs  to 
legiflate  in  the  ordinary  forms,  as  if  legiflation  were  their  ordinary  province ; 
they  propofed  to  make  an  efficient  third  eftate  in  order  to  legiflate,  not  to 
legiflate  in  order  to  create  the  third  eftate,  the  deficiency  being  the  tvant  of 
an  efficient  third  eftate.  The  creation  of  fuch  an  eftate  was  the  only  a6t  that 
deficiency  made  indifpenfable ; fo  limiting  their  aft  they  would  part  with 
their  prefent  extraordinary  power  the  moment  they  Ihould  have  exercifed 
it,  and  the  very  nature  of  their  aft  would  difcharge  and  determine  their  ex- 
traordinary authority. 

But  as  the  addrefles  of  parliament,  though  competent  on  the  event  of  fuch 
a deficiency  to  create  an  efficient  third  eftate,  yet  would  not  and  could  not 
with  propriety  annex  to  their  aft  the  forms  of  law  and  the  ftamps  of  legifla- 
tion, it  was  thought  advifeable,  after  the  acceptance  of  the  regency,  that 
there  flioukl  be  an  aft  pafled  reciting  the  deficiency  in  the  perfonal  exercife 
of  the  regal  power,  and  of  his  royal  highnefs’s  acceptance  of  the  regency  of 
the  realm,  at  the  inftance  and  defirc  of  the  two  houfes  of  the  Irilli  parliament, 
and  further,  to  declare  and  enaft,  that  he  was  and  Ihould  be  regent  thereof 
during  the  continuation  of  his  majefty’s  indifpofition.  The  terms  of  the  aft 
would  deferibe  the  powers  of  the  regent ; and  the  power  intended  Avas,  the 
perfonal  exercife  of  the  full  regal  authority;  and  the  reafon  why  plenitude 
of  regal  pov'er  was  intended  by  the  addrefs,  and  afterwards  by  the  bill,  was 
to  be  found  in  tlie  nature  of  the  prerogative,  which  was  given,  not  for  the 
fake  of  the  king,  but  of  the  people,  for  whofe  ufe  kings  and  regents,  and 
prerogatives  were  conceived.  They  knew  of  no  political  reafon,  why  the  pre- 
rogatives in  queftion  fliould  be  deftroyed,  nor  any  perfonal  reafon  why  they 
fliould  be  fufpended. 

lie  had  ftated  the  method  to  be  purfued,  indeed  the  method  almoft  ftated 
itfelf;  undoubtedly  it  was  not  the  method  purfued  by  Great  Britain;  but 
the  diverfity  arofe  from  obvious  caufes.  The  declaration  of  right  was 
omitted  in  their  proceedings  ; why  ? Becaufe  they  knew  of  no  claim  advanced 
againft  the  privileges  of  the  people.  A declaration  of  right  in  fuch  a cafe, 
would  be  a declaration  without  a meaning ; it  would  befpeak  an  attack, 
which  had  not  been  made,  and  would  be  a defence  againft  no  invafion : it 

would 
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would  be  a falfe  alarm,  and  hold  out  falfe  fignals  of  public  danger,  in  times 
of  perfect  fafety,  confounding  and  perplexing  the  public  mind ; fo  that  in 
the  moment  of  real  attack,  the  people  would  not  be  forthcoming.  He  ob- 
jefted  to  a declaration  of  right  in  Ireland,  therefore,  as  bad  hulhandry  of 
popular  artillery.  He  objedted  to  it  alfo,  as  attempting  to  convey  to  pofte- 
rity  hiftoric  evidence  againft  the  conhitutional  principles  of  the  fecond  per- 
fon  in  his  majefty’s  dominions,  without  any  ground  or  pretence  whatfoever. 
For  thefe  two  reafons  he  had  not  adopted  the  declaration  of  right,  con- 
ceiving it  would  in  that  country  be  no  more  than  a proteftation  againft  a 
claim,  which  had  not  been  made,  and  therefore  would  be  a falfe  alarm  and  a 
falfe  fusrffeftion. 

oo 

Their  method  differed  alfo  from  that  purfued  by  Great  Britain,  inafmuch 
as  tliey  gave  the  full  exercife  of  the  regal  power ; A\  hereas  the  parliament  of 
Great  Gritain  had  impofed  limitations;  but  he  had  aftigned  a general  prin- 
ciple why  limitations  were  omitted,  and  would  add,  that  whatever  reafons 
might  have  been  fuppofed  to  exift  in  England  for  thofe  limitations,  they  were 
not  fo  much  as  pretended  in  Ireland.  He  had  therefore  thought  it  unnecef- 
fary  and  improper  to  enfeeble  a government,  u hich  they  protefled  to  reftore, 
as  he  thought  it  alfo  improper  to  defend  a conftitution,  which  they  acknow- 
ledged to  be  uninvaded.  As  the  fubftance  of  their  proceedings  was  different, 
the  mode  was  difterent  alfo,  and  it  was  hnpoflible,  even  though  they  wiihed 
it,  that  the  mode  Ihould  be  the  fame.  The  mode  propofed  by  the  Caftle  dif- 
fered from  Great  Britain  more,  than  that  which  he  had  fubmitted  ; that 
which  he  had  fubmitted,  departed  from  the  model  of  England,  but  did  not 
commit  them  with  England,  nor  caft  the  leaft  refle6tion  on  the  wifdoin  of  her 
meafures.  They  concurred  in  the  great  object,  the  regent;  in  the  proceed- 
ings neceffary  to  form  the  regency,  the  deliberation  of  the  two  countries 
were  governed  by  their  refpe6tive  circumftances.  In  the  proceedings,  which 
he  had  fubmitted,  it  was  fufficient  to  affirm,  that  all  the  great  objects,  which 
could  attract  the  care  of  a nation,  were  pundtilioufty  attended  to  ; firft,  as  ta 
their  conftitution  in  every  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  they  exercifed  the  power  of  a 
free  and  an  independent  houfe  of  parliament;  the  incapacity  of  the  king  to 
the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  regal  power,  they  difeufied  and  decided  : the  defi- 
ciency thereby  declared,  they  fupplied,  and  having  fupplied  that  defieiency, 
they  proceeded  to  legiflate,  and  give  their  own  work  the  cloathing  and  ftanip 
of  law.  As  to  their  government,  they  reftored  it,  and  reftored  it  to  all  its  cner- 
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gies,  that  the  concern  of  the  people  for  the  indifpofition  of  the  king,  might 
not  be  aggravated  by  a tottering  and  impotent  adminiftration  of  public  af- 
fairs. They  alfo  manifefted  attachment  to  the  royal  family,  not  only  by  re- 
ncAving  the  government  in  the  perfon  of  the  heir  apparent,  imt  by  renewing 
it  in  a manner  honorable  both  to  Prince  and  people. 

In  that  great  meafure  he  had  not  relied  on  his  own  judgment.  He  had  had 
recourfe  to  hiftory,  he  had  looked  for  the  higheft  land  mark  in  the  Britifli  an- 
nals, and  had  found  it  in  the  period  of  the  Revolution. 

The  addrefs  which  would  be  moved,  in  part  of  its  phrafeology  Avas  copied 
from  an  addrefs  voted  by  the  convention  parliament  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
defiring  him  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  condudt  of  public  affairs.  The  idea  of 
proceeding  by  addrefs  Avas  taken  alfo  from  thofe  adtlrelfes,  Avhich  declared  the 
Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  King  and  Queen  of  Ireland  ; and  the  idea  of 
an  a<5t  Avas  alfo  taken  from  the  fame  jieriod  ; in  the  fecond  feflion  of  the  con- 
A’ention  parliament  an  a6t  palled,  containing  the  fubftance  of  the  addreffes 
laft  mentioned,  and  giving  the  Avhole  the  clothing  and  form  of  the  laAV. 

There  Avere  points,  in  Avhicb  the  Revolution  bore  a near  refemblance  to  the 
exifting  period,  as  there  Avere  other  points,  in  Avhich  it  Avas  not  only  different 
but  oppofite.  The  throne  being  full,  and  the  political  capacity  of  the  king's 
exifting,  the  poAver  of  the  tAvo  houfes  could  not  be  applied  to  that  part  of  the 
■monarchical  condition  ; but  the  perfonal  capacity  of  the  king,  or  rather  the 
perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  poAver  being  deficient,  and  the  laAvs  of  the  land 
not  having,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  laAV,  made  provifion  for  that  defici- 
ency, and  one  of  the  eftates  being  incapable,  it  remained  Avith  the  other  tA\  o 
to  adminifter  the  remedy  by  their  OAvn  authority  : the  principle  of  their  in- 
terference AA^as  eftablillied  by  the  Revolution,  the  operation  of  that  principle 
limited  by  the  contingency,  the  power  of  the  houfes  of  parliament  in  the  one 
cafe  extended  to  remedy  a defedt  in  the  perfonal  and  political  capacities  of 
the  monarch  ; in  this  cafe  it  extended  only  to  remedy  a defedl  in  the  perfonal 
capacity,  but  in  both  cafes  it  Avas  the  poAver  of  the  houfes  of  parliament  called 
upon  to  interfere  by  their  oavui  authority  Avdien  the  ordinary  courfe  of  laAV 
had  made  no  provifion,  and  Avhere  the  three  eftates  could  not  fnpply  the  de- 
fect. He  had,  therefore,  had  recourfe  to  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution  in 
the  mode  of  fupplying  the  exifting  deficiency. 

Gentlemen  had  called  that  an  important  day ; he  Avould  add  to  the  ex- 
preffion  : he  Avould  call  it  a proud  day  for  Ireland  ; flie  had  deferved  it,  fiie 
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had  ftriigg-led  hard  for  her  independency,  and  die  was  then  dil])ofed  to  make 
a moft  judicious  ufe  of  it:  it  was  not  a cold,  deliberate  atd^,  fupplying  a dc- 
liciency  in  the  regal  function  ; it  was  not  a judicious,  but  languid  nomina- 
tion of  a fubfritute  for  the  exercife  of  monarchical  power  ; that  country  an- 
nexed a paflion  to  her  proceeding,  and  kindled  in  love  and  aftedtion  to  the 
lioufe  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  effeft  of  her  exertions,  and  the  great  labour  of 
years,  in  reftoring  her  confritutional  rights  and  privileges,  llie  now  gathered 
in  a harveh,  v hich  die  diared  with  her  princes. 

lie  diould  therefore  move  the  following  refolutions  : 

“ Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  perfonal  ex- 
“ ercife  of  the  royal  authority,  is,  by  his  majefty’s  indifpodtion,  for  the  pre- 
“ font  interrupted,”  ' 

The  queftion  havdng  been  put  on  the  refolution,  itpaifed  without  adivifion. 
Mr.  Conolly  then  rofe  and  fuid,  that  on  that  melancholy  occafion,  which 
every  gentleman  in  and  out  of  office  lamented,  and  none  more  fmcerely  than 
he  did,  it  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  two  houfes  to  put  into  the  kingly  office 
a fubftitute  for  their  beloved  fovereign ; and  there  feeined  to  be  but  one 
mind,  which  Avas  to  make  that  fubftitute  the  illuftrious  perfon  who  had,  of  all 
others,  the  greateft  intereft  in  preferving  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
the  conftitution  of  the  realm. 

He  entirely  coincided  in  the  plan  Mr.  Grattan  had  propofed,  becaufe  he 
was  convinced  it  was  confonant  to  the  conftitution,  and  fuch  as  his  royal 
liighnefs,  to  Ai  hom  he  diould  then  move  an  addrefs,  mud:  neccllarily  approA’e. 
lie  hoped  they  Avould  be  unanimous  on  the  occafion.  He  therefore  moved 
the  folloAving  refolution  : 

“ Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  royal  liighnefs  to  take  upon  hiinfelf  the  gOATrn- 
“ ment  of  this  realm,  during  the  continuation  of  his  majedy’s  prefent  indif- 
podtion,  and  no  longer,  and  under  the  ftyle  and  title  of  Prince  Regent  of 
Ireland,  in  the  name  of  his  majefty  to  exercife  and  adminider,  according 
•“  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  all  regal  poAvers,  jurifdiction, 
and  prerogatives  to  the  crown  and  goA  ernment  thereof  belonging” 

The  motion  AV’as  feconded  by  Mr.  George  Ponfonby. 

Se\"eral  of  the  former  friends  of  government  fupported  the  addrefs,  a\ hen 
the  Attorney  General  defired  the  clerk  to  read  the  aft  of  the  4th  of  William 
and  Mary,  chap.  1.  feft.  i,  Avhich  having  been  done,  he  requefted  gentlemen 
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to  recollecl  they  were  not  debating,  whether  they  M ere  to  lay  reftridtions  on 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  not ; but  to  confider,  whether  the  addrefs  moved 
for  M ere  an  inftrument  fufficient  to  convey  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  regal  au- 
thority, and  whether  it  M'ere  fuch  an  addrefs  ^s  they  ought  to  prefent. 

Before  he  proceeded  he  M’ould  obferve,  that  he  M^as  perfe6lly  convinced 
M’hat  he  Ihouldfay  M^ould  have  no  manner  of  effedl  on  gentlemen,  who  formed 
the  government  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  ; for  let  them  propofe  what- 
ever addrefs  they  might  take  into  their  heads,  it  would  certainly  be  voted  ; 
and  therefore  he  M'ould  not  have  rifen  to  trouble  the  committee  at  all,  if  he 
liad  not  been  convinced,  that  the  meafures  propofed  were  equally  contrary  to 
the  common  ftatute  laM"  of  the  realm,  and  criminal  in  the  extreme. 

He  maintained,  that  the  croMm  of  Ireland  and  the  crown  of  England  M'ere 
infeparably  and  indiffolubly  united  ; and  that  the  Iridi  parliament  M^as  per- 
fedlly  and  totally  independent  of  the  Britilh  parliament. 

The  firft  pofition  M'as  their  fecurity ; the  fecond  was  their  freedom ; and 
M'hen  gentlemen  talked  any  other  language  than  that,  they  either  tended  to 
the  feparation  of  the  crowns,  or  to  the  fubjugation  of  their  parliament;  they 
invaded  either  their  fecurity  or  their  liberty  ; in  fact,  the  only  fecurity  of  their 
liberty  M'as  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  and  gentlemen  who  rifked 
breaking  the  connexion,  mull  make  up  their  minds  to  an  union.  God  forbid 
he  Ihould  ever  fee  that  day;  but  if  ever  the  day  on  Mhich  a feparation  fliould 
be  attempted,  fliould  come,  he  Ihould  not  hefitate  to  embrace  an  union  ra- 
ther than  a feparation. 

Under  the  Duke  of  Portland's  government  the  grievances  of  Ireland  M'ere 
ftated  to  be  * 

The  alarming  ufurpation  of  the  Britifli  parliament. 

A perpetual  mutiny  bill. 

And  the  poM'ers  alfumed  by  the  privy  council. 

Thefe  grievances  w'ere  redreffed,  and  in  redrelfing  them  they  paffed  a law 
repealing  part  of  Poynings’.  By  their  new  laM'  they  enafted,  that  all  bills, 
Avhich  fhould  pafs  the  tM  O houfes  in  Ireland,  fliould  be  certifierl  into  Eng- 
land, and  returned  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  M'ithout  any  addition,  di- 
minution, or  alteration  M’hatfoever,  fliould  pafs  into  laiv,  and  no  other.  By  this 
they  made  the  great  feal  of  England  elfentially  and  indifpenfably  neceflary  on 
the  pafling  of  laws  in  Ireland  ; they  could  pafs  no  aft  without  firfl  certifying 
it  into  England,  and  having  it  returned  under  the  great  feal  in  that  kingdom, 
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infomucli,  that  were  the  King  of  England  and  Ireland  to  come  In  perfon,  and 
to  refide  in  Ireland,  he  could  not  pafs  a bill  without  its  being  firlt  certified 
to  his  regent  in  England,  who  muft  return  it  under  the  feal  of  that  kingdom 
before  his  majefty  could  even  in  perfon  aflent  to  it.  That  if  the  houfe  Ihould 
by  force  of  an  addrefs,  upon  the  inftant,  and  without  any  communication 
Avith  England,  inveft  a regent  Avith  pOAvers  undefined,  he  faid,  that  Avdien  the 
moment  of  refle6lion  came,  it  Avould  ftartle  the  boldeft  adventurers  in  Ens:- 
land ; and  then  he  reminded  gentlemen  of  the  language  they  held  av  ith 
Imgland  in  the  day  they  alfertcd  their  freedom  : “ Perpetual  connexion  ; com- 
mon  fortune  ; Ave  Avill  rife  or  fall  with  England  ; Ave  Avill  lhare  her  liberty, 
“ and  Ave  Avill  lhare  her  fate.”  They  then  applauded  the  manly  policy  of  Eng- 
land, but  Avould  not  noAV  condefcend  to  receive  information  from  her.  Did 
gentlemen  recoiled;  the  arguments  ufcd  in  England  to  juftify  the  fourth 
propofition  of  the  commercial  treaty  ? Ireland,  faid  they,  having  a parlia- 
ment of  her  own,  may  think  fit  to  carry  on  a commerce,  and  regulate  her 
trade  by  laws  different  from,  perhaps  contradictory  to,  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain.  How  Avell  founded  that  obfervation  was,  they  Avould  prove,  if  they 
feized  the  firft  opportunity  that  offered  of  differing  from  Great  Britain  in  a 
great  imperial  queftion  ; certainly  if  it  be  the  fcheme  to  differ  in  all  imperial 
queftions,  and  if  that  be  abetted  by  men  of  great  authority,  they  meant  to 
dri\’e  them  to  an  union,  and  the  method  they  took  AA’as  certainly  more  effec- 
tual to  fw'eep  aAvay  oppofition,  than  if  all  the  fluices  of  corruption  Avere  opened 
together,  and  deluged  the  country’s  reprefentatives ; for  it  Avas  certain  no- 
thing lefs  than  the  alternativ'e  of  feparation  that  could  CA’er  force  an  union. 

He  Avould  not  yield  to  any  man  in  perfonal  refped;  and  attachment  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  No  man  could  think  of  him  more  highly  than  he  did ; 
but  he  Avould  manifeft  his  refpeCt  and  attachment  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  by 
endeaA'ouring  to  preferve  entire  the  imperial  croAvn,  Avhich  in  the  courfe  of 
nature  Avould  defeend  to  him,  and  Avhich  they  then  Avere,  by  an  act  of  cri- 
minal rafimefs,  about  to  deprive  of  its  beft  appendage.  He  Avould  not 
infult  the  Prince  of  Wales  by  an  addrefs,  Avhich  could  not  confer  on  him  the 
lhadow  of  royal  poAver ; he  Avifhed  to  inveft  him  Avith  fubftantial  royal  poAvers, 
Avhich  he  might  execute  confiftently  Avith  the  laws,  by  Avdiich  he  Avas  to  go- 
vern. Would  any  man  fay,  that'they  Averenow  in  full  parliament?  Was  not 
his  maiefty,  George  the  Third,  to  Avhom  they  had  all  fworn  allegiance,  Ha'- 
ing?  and  he  hoped  God  in  his  mercy  Avould  foon  reftore  him.  Was  not  his 
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lord  lieutenant  there  in  full  authority?  What  had  they  then  to  do?  As  foon 
as  it  lliould  be  certified,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  invefted  with  the  au- 
thority of  regent  in  England,  but  to  pafs  an  a6t  to  inveft  him  with  that  au- 
thority in  Ireland.  Send  that  a6l  to  the  prince  regent  in  England ; he  would 
then  have  the  command  of  the  great  feal  of  England,  and  return  the  a6l  au- 
thenticated according  to  law. 

His  lord  lieutenant  might  then,  by  his  command,  give  the  royal  aflent  to 
it ; and  who  would  fay  that  it  would  not  be  a law  of  the  land  ? But  fuppofe 
the  Prince  did  not  accept  the  regency  in  England  ; fuppofe  their  addrefs 
Ihould  reach  him  before  he  was  actually  invefted  with  royal  powers  in  Eng- 
land, in  what  fituation  would  you  put  him  ? They  would  call  on  him,  in  de- 
fiance of  two  acts  of  parliament,  which  made  the  crowns  infeparable,  to  de- 
throne the  king  his  father.  They  would  call  upon  him  to  do  an  a6t  now,  at 
which  hereafter  his  nature  would  revolt.  They  were  falfe  friends  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  who  fliould  advifehim  to  receive  an  addrefs,  that  might  give 
him  caufe  to  curfe  the  hand,  which  prefcnted  it.  He  knew,  that  liberties  in- 
decent in  the  extreme  had  been  taken  withthename  of  thatauguftperfonage. 
He  knew  it  had  been  whifpered,  that  every  man,  who  Ihould  vote  againft  the 
addrefs,  would  be  confidered  as  voting  againft  him,  and  treating  him  with  dif- 
refpeft ; but  if  any  man  had  had  the  guilt  and  folly  to  poifon  the  mind  with 
fuch  an  infinuation,  he  trufted  to  his  good  fenfe  to  diftinguilh  his  friends  ; he 
Avould  truft  to  his  good  fenfe  to  determine,  v hether  they  were  his  friends,  who 
wilhed  to  guard  the  imperial  rights  of  the  Britilh  crown,  or  they  who  would 
Itake  them  upon  the  momentary  and  impotent  triumph  of  an  Englifh  party. 
What  matter  to  the  prince,  whether  he  received  royal  authority  by  bill  or  by 
addrefs  ? Was  there  a man  who  would  prefume  to  libel  him,  and  to  aftert, 
that  the  fuccefs  of  that  meafure  would  be  a triumph  to  him  ? 

There  was  a feature  in  the  proceeding  which,  independent  of  every  other 
objection  to  it,  did  in  his  mind  make  it  highly  reprehenfible,  and  that  was, 
that  he  confidered  it  as  a formal  appeal  from  the  parliament  of  England  to 
that  of  Ireland.  Refpecting  the  parties,  who  made  that  appeal  he  fliould  fay 
nothing ; but  although  there  might  be  much  dignity  on  their  part  in  re- 
ceiving the  appeal,  he  could  not  fee  any  ftrong  fymptoms  of  Avifdom  in  it ; 
becaufe  by  fo  doing  he  fliould  conceive  we  muft  inevitably  fow  the  feeds  of 
jealoufy  and  difunion  between  the  parliaments  of  the  two  countries ; and 
though  he  did  not  by  any  means  defire  of  the  parliament  of  that  country  im- 
plicitly 
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plicitly  to  follow  the  parliament  of  England,  he  tliould  fuppofe  it  rather  a 
wife  maxim  for  Ireland  always  to  concur  Avith  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, unlefs  for  very  ftrong  reafons  indeed  they  Avere  obliged  to  differ  from  it. 
If  it  Avere  to  be  a point  of  Irifh  dignity  to  differ  Avith  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land to  Ihow  their  independence,  he  very  much  feared  that  fober  men  in  that 
country,  Avho  had  effatcs  to  lofe,  Avould  foon  become  fick  of  independence. 
The  fad  Avas,  that  conftituted  as  it  Avas,  the  government  of  that  country, 
never  could  go  on,  unlefs  they  folloAved  Great  Britain  implicitly  in  all  regu- 
lations of  imperial  policy.  The  independence  of  their  parliament  Avas  their 
freedom ; their  dependence  on  the  croAvn  of  England  Avas  their  fecurity 
for  that  freedom  ; and  gentlemen,  Avho  profeffed  themfelves,  that  night,  ad- 
vocates for  the  independence  of  the  Irilh  croAvn,  Avere  advocates  for  its  fepa- 
ration  from  England. 

They  flrould  agree  Avith  England  in  three  points : — one  king,  one  laAv, 
one  religion.  They  fliould  keep  thefe  great  objeds  fteadily  in  vieAV,  and  ad 
like  Avife  men,  if  they  made  the  Prince  of  Wales  their  regent,  and  granted 
him  the  plenitude  of  power,  in  God’s  name  let  it  be  done  by  bill ; otherwife  he 
faw  fuch  danger,  that  he  deprecated  the  meafure  propofed.  lie  called  upon 
tlie  country  gentlemen  of  Ireland;  that  that  Avas  not  a time  to  think  of 
every  tAvopenny  grievance,  every  paltry  difappointment  fuftained  at  the  caf- 
tle  of  Dublin  ; if  any  man  had  been  aggrieved  by  the  viceroy,  and  chofe 
to  compofe  a philippic  on  the  occafion,  let  him  give  it  on  the  debate  of  a 
turnpike  bill,  where  it  Avould  not  be  fo  difgraceful  to  the  man  Avho  uttered 
it,  and  to  thofc  Avho  Avould  not  liften  to  him,  as  it  Avould  be  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  He  abominated  the  idea  of  reftraining  the  prince  regent  in  the 
poAver  of  making  peers  in  that  country,  or  in  limiting  him  in  the  pOAver  of 
making  grants  on  the  narrow  principles  of  fufpicion  and  diftrufl.  That  Avas 
a queftion,  Avhich  refted  upon  very  different  ground  in  that  country  from  that 
on  Avhich  it  had  been  taken  up  in  England  ; and  if  gentlemen  could  reconcile 
to  themfelves  a precedent  for  adopting  in  that  country,  a different  form  of 
executiv'e  gOA  ernment  from  that  ehablithed  in  England,  he  had  not  the 
fmalleft  apprehcnfion  that  the  poAvers,  Avhich  might  be  committed  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland  Avould  be  abufed  by  him. 

The  fecretary  of  Rate  faid  he  lamented,  that  he  Avas  under  the  neceffity  of 
rliffering  from  thofe  gentlemen,  Avith  VA  hom  he  commonly  afted,  as  to  the 
mode  fuggefted  by  them,  of  appointing  a regent : he  thought  it  Ihould  be 
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clone  by  an  adclrefs,  and  that  it  could  not  be  done  by  an  adl  of  parlia- 
ment, though  he  agreed  that  an  aft  of  parliament  might  be  proper  to  give 
the  forms  of  law  to  the  appointment  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament ; but 
this  was  proper  only  becaufe  judges  looked  into  the  ftatute  book,  and  not 
into  the  journals  of  parliament,  for  their  direftion  in  expounding  the  law  ; but 
he  affirmed,  that  the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  whether  affembled  in 
parliament  or  in  convention,  were  fully  competent  to  fupply  every  deficiency 
in  the  fupreme  executive,  from  whatever  caufe  fuch  deficiency  might  arife. 

A very  long  and  violent  debate  enfued,  the  whole  weight  of  which  on  one 
fide  fell  upon  theAttorney-General,  who  difplayed  extraordinary  firnmefs  and 
talent  in  oppofing  fo  powerful  and  confident  a majority.  Juft  before  the 
clofe  of  the  debate,  jMr.  Grattan  endeavoured  to  recall  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men to  the  then  pofture  of  it.  They  had  gained  ground  in  the  argument ; 
the  limitations  were  not  defended  : they  were  not,  it  was  true,  given  up ; 
they  M'erc  alledged  to  be  intended,  and  acknowledged  to  be  indefenfible ; 
propofed,  fcouted,  and  adhered  to ; and  in  the  contempt,  into  which  that 
part  of  the  plan  of  the  caftle  had  fallen,  the  vile  infmuations  of  intended 
prodigality,  and  perverted  bounty,  (infmuations  maliciouily  whifpered  againft 
a great  perfonage)  had  alfo  fallen,  and  remained  in  the  contempt  they  deferved. 
So  far  the  plan  flood  condemned  in  the  opinion  of  its  principal  fupporters. 
IMuch  perfonal  fa  tyre  and  invective  palfed  from  both  fidcs  : and  although 
it  may  be  truly  afferted,  that  no  majority  in  the  Irilh  Houle  df  Commons 
had  ever  coft  fo  little  to  the  country,  it  can  not  he  diffembled  that  moll, 
Avho  had  quitted  their  ranks  on  this  occalion  to  vote  for  the  addrefs,  fpecu- 
lated  more  confidently  upon  the  future  profpefts  under  a new'  adminiftration, 
than  upon  the  chances  of  retaining  the  terms  of  their  former  engagements. 
About  three  o’clock  the  queftion  having  been  put  upon  the  refolution,  it 
was  carried  without  a divilion.  During  this  debate  fome  riots  happened  in 
the  purlieus  of  the  houfc,  faid  to  have  been  committed  by  gentlemen  of  the 
College  on  fome  of  the  police  men  ; feveral  perfons  Avith  arms  having  alfailed 
the  door-keepers,  conftables,  &c.  HoAvever  the  gentlemen  of  the  College 
Avere  acquitted  of  the  charge  by  fome  of  the  members,  Avho  quitted  the  de- 
bate to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  rioting. 

On  the  i6th  of  the  month  the  Houfe  of  Lords  met  aceordino;  to  their  lall 
adjournment,  Avhen  a motion  was  made  for  a further  adjournment,  (it  being 
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now  the  primary  obje6t  of  government  to  extend  the  Chapter  of  Accidents 
by  gaining  time)  but  was  rejedbed.  The  Earl  of  Charlemont  then  moved  for 
the  addrefs  to  the  prince  in  the  words  of  that,  which  had  been  voted  in  the 
commons,  which  with  fome  amendment  was  carried  by  a majority  of  IQ*. 
The  addrefs  as  amended,  was  as  follows  : 

To  His  Royal  Highnefs  George  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Commons  in 

Parliament  aifembled. 

“ May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness. 

V WE,  his  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
“ lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament 
“ aifembled,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  highnefs  with  hearts  full  of  the 
“ moll  loyal  and  affedlionate  attachment  to  the  perfon  and  government  of 
“ your  royal  father,  to  exprefs  the  deepeft  and  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
“ numerous  hlelTings  M'hich  we  have  enjoyed  under  that  illulbious  houfe, 
“ whole  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms  has  eftablilhed  civil  and  con- 
“ ftitutional  liberty,  upon  a balls  which  we  trull  will  never  be  diaken  ; and 
“ at  the  fame  time  to  condole  with  your  royal  highnefs  upon  the  grievous 
“ malady  with  which  it  has  pleafed  Heaven  to  afflifted  the  bell  of  fovereigns. 

“ We  have,  however,  the  confolation  of  refleHing,  that  this  fevere  cala- 
“ inity  hath  not  been  vifited  upon  us  until  the  virtues  of  your  royal  high- 
“ nefs  have  been  fo  matured,  as  to  enable  your  royal  highnefs  to  difeharge 
“ the  duties  of  an  important  trull,  for  the  performance  whereof,  the  eyes  of 
“ all  his  majefty's  fubje6ls  of  both  kingdoms  are  dire61ed  to  your  royal 
“ highnefs. 

“ We  therefore  beg  leave  humbly  to  requell,  that  your  royal  highnefs  will 
“ be  pleafed  to  take  upon  you  the  government  of  this  realm  during  the  con- 
“ tinuation  of  his  majefty’s  prefent  indifpofition,  and  no  longer;  and  under 
“ the  hile  and  title  of  Prince  Regent  of  Ireland,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf 
“ his  majefty,  to  exercife  and  adminiller  according  to  the  laws  and  conftitu- 
“ tion  of  this  kingdom,  all  regal  powers,  jurifdi<5lion,  and  prerogatives  to 
“ the  crown  and  government  thereof  belonging.” 

* 6 Lords  Jour.  p.  233.  The  contents,  with  the  proxies,  being  45,  and  the  non-contents  2(>, 
a protell  was  entered  by  moil  of  the  minority^  which  fee  in  Appendix,  No.  LXXX.  Protefts  are 
often  the  moft  authentic  documents  of  the  grounds  upon  which  particular  meafures  are  fup- 
ported  or  oppofed. 
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On  tlie  next  day  (17th)  a melVagc  M'as  received  by  the  commons  from  the 
lords,  tliat  they  had  concurred  with  the  commons  in  their  addrefs  with  the 
amendment,  which  the  attorney-general  endeavoured  to  convert  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  delay,  by  propofing  a conference  upon  it  with  the  lords,  and  even 
by  objecting  to  fome  grammatical  inaccuracies  in  the  wording  of  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  however  infifted  upon  by  IMr.  Ponfonby  and  others,  that  as 
the  lords  had  agreed  to  the  addrefs  upon  the  fame  principles  as  the  commons, 
no  delay  fliould  be  permitted  ; the  queftioa  therefore  having  been  put  upon 
the  lords  amendment,  it  was  carried  unanimoufy.  On  the  19th  both  houfes 
waited  upon  the  lord  lieutenant  with  their  addrefs,  and  requefed  him  to 
tranfmit  it  to  his  royal  highnefs.  With  this  requeft  his  excellency  refufed  to 
comply;  returning  for  anfwer,  that  under  the  imprefiions  he  felt  of  his  offi- 
cial duty,  and  of  the  oath  he  had  taken,  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  war- 
ranted to  lay  before  the  prince  an  addrefs,  purporting  to  inveft  his  royal 
highnefs  with  powers  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  that  realm,  before 
he  ffiould  be  enabled  by  law  fo  to  do  ; and  therefore  was  obliged  to  decline 
tranfmitting  their  addrefs  to  Great  Britain. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  commons  to  their  own  houfc,  and  the  anfwer  of 
the  lord  lieutenant  being  reported  to  them,  Mr.  Grattan  obferved,  that  in  a 
cafe  fo  extremely  new,  it  v'ould  be  highly  iniproper  to  proceed  with  hurry 
or  precipitation ; the  houfe  was  called  upon  to  a6t  with  dignity,  firmnefs, 
and  decifion  ; and  therefore,  that  due  time  might  be  had  for  deliberation,  he 
would  move  the  queftion  of  adjournment ; w'hich  v as  put  and  carried  with- 
out oppofition. 

On  the  day  following  IMr.  Fitzherbert  moved,  that  the  lord  lieutenant's 
anfwer  ffiould  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

IMr.  Grattan  faid,  he  was  fatisfied  to  let  the  anfwer  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals, in  order  to  make  way  for  fome  refolutions,  -NNhich  he  intended  to  pro- 
pofe,  as  neceffiaiy  to  carry"  the  intention  of  the  two  houfes  into  effedt,  and 
as  a vindication  of  their  honor  and  conftitutional  condu6t. 

The  anfwer  being  entered  on  the  journals,  Mr.  Grattan  moved,  “ that  his 
“ excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  having  thought  proper  to  decline  to  tranf- 
mit  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  George  Prince  of  Wales,  the  addrefs  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  a competent  number  of  members  be  appointed  by 
“ this  houfe,  to  prefent  the  faid  addrefs  to  his  royal  highnefs.” 
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*This  motion  brought  on  a very  warm  debate,  in  which  the  attorney-ge- 
neral  travelled  again  over  the  whole  of  his  ground,  but  with  no  more  effe6l 
than  before  : Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  was  carried  by  a majority  of  130  againft 
74. 

Then  IVIr.  Grattan  moved,  “ that  Mr.  Conolly  fliould  attend  the  lords 
“ with  the  faid  refolution,  and  acquaint  them,  that  the  commons  requefted 
“ them  to  appoint  members  of  their  own  body  to  join  with  the  members  of 
“ the  commons  in  prefenting  the  faid  addrefs.” 

This  alfo  paifed  without  any  divifion ; and  Mr.  Conolly  went  up  to  the 
lords  accordingly. 

The  meflage  received  in  reply  was,  that  the  lords  had  concurred  in  the 
refolution  of  the  commons,  and  had  appointed  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Lein- 
fter  and  the  Earl  of  Charlemont  to  join  with  fuch  members  as  the  commons 
fliould  appoint  to  prefent  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales. 

IMr.  Grattan  then  moved,  “ that  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas  Conolly, 
“ the  Right  Honorable  J.  O’Neil,  the  Right  Honorable  W.  B.  Ponfonby, 
“ and  J.  Stewart,  Efq.  Ihould  be  appointed  commiffioners  on  the  part  of  the 
“ commons  for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  the  addrefs  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
“ the  Prince  of  Wales,”  and  they  were  appointed  unanimoufly. 

Thefe  motions  having  palled,  Mr.  Grattan  then  moved,  “ that  the  two 
“ houfes  of  parliament  had  difcharged  an  indifpenfable  duty,  in  providing  for 
“ the  third  eftate  of  the  Irilli  conftitution  (rendered  incomplete  through  the 
“ king’s  incapacity)  by  appointing  the  Prince  of  Wales  regent  of  Ireland.” 

Mr.  Grattan  afterwards  moved,  “ that  it  be  refolved,  that  his  excellency 
“ the  lord  lieutenant’s  anfwer  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  requefting  him 
“ to  tranfmit  their  addrefs  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  is  ill 

advifed,  contains  an  unwarrantable  and  unconftitutional  cenfure  on  the  pro- 
“ ceedings  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  attempts  to  queftion  the  undoubt- 
“ ed  rights  and  privileges  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  commons 
“ of  Ireland.”  To  which  Sir  Frederick  Flood,  though  he  had  voted  for 
the  addrefs,  objected,  believing,  that  whilft  his  excellency  acted  erroneoufly, 
he  ftill  a6ted  up  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment : and  the  attorney-general  mov- 

* 9 Par.  Deb  p.  128.  On  this  occafion  Mr.  Grattan  would  not  fpeak,  alleging  after  a divifion, 
that  it  was  a time  for  afiing,  not  /peaking,  153.  A lift  of  the  majority  and  minority  may  be  feen 
in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXXXI. 
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ed  the  following  amendment,  “ although  that  houfe  could  not  know  the 
“ impreffions  of  official  duty,  nor  the  obligation  of  the  oath  under  which  his 
“ excellency  felt  himfelf  obliged  to  a6t,  and  although  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
“ Prince  of  Wales  were  not  yet  invefted  with  the  powers  of  regent  in  Great 
“ Britain.”  On  the  divifion,  73  were  for  Mr.  Fitzgibbon’s  amendment,  and 
1 1 9 againft  it. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  principally  on  the  ground  of  its  being  confidered 
as  the  foundation  of  a vote  of  cenfure  on  the  lord  lieutenant ; and  after  a 
long  debate,  the  houfe  divided ; for  the  queftion  130,  againft  it  71* 

Captain  Burgh  alfo  propofed  as  an  amendment,  to  add  the  following  Avords 
to  the  original  refolution,  “ in  as  much  as  the  faid  lords  and  commons  had 
“ proceeded  to  appoint  his  royal  highnefs,  &c.  illegally  and  nneonftitution- 
“ ally,”  which  amendment  was  negatived  without  a divifion. 

On  the  25th  jMr.  iMonk  Mafon  reported  from  the  committee  of  fupply, 
that  on  25th  of  March,  1788,  the  debt  of  the  nation  was  2,240,204/.  145. 
Sfl. ; and  when  the  refolution  was  read,  that  provided  for  the  national  debt, 
the  annuities,  and  eftablilhments,  IMr.  Grattan  moved  an  amendment  by  in- 
ferting  the  words  “ two  months,  ending  on  the  25th  of  May,  1789.”  Upon 
this  occafion,  Mr.  Brownlow,  obferved  (as  the  facl  was)  that  he  was  no 
jiarty  man,  neither  had  he  any  ends  to  anfwer  contrary  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  yet  he  thought  it  right  to  proceed  with  caution ; and  as  it  had  been 
been  ffiewn  that  they  had  not  time  to  inveftigate  the  accounts,  that,  in  his 
mind,  Avas  fufficient  ground  for  the  amendment. 

The  lord  lieutenant  had  thought  proper  to  refufe  tranfmitting  the  addrefs 
of  the  two  houfes  to  the  Prince  of  Wales;  this  had  given  caufe  for  fome  dif- 
ference and  ahimadverfion  between  his  excellency  and  the  two  houfes ; 
the  truth  was,  his  excellency  was  at  variance  Avith  the  tAvo  houfes,  and 
it  behoved  them  to  take  care  of  themfelves.  He  ffiould  ncA  er  forget  the 
affair  of  Lord  ToAvnffiend,  Avho  prorogued  the  parliament,  and  protefted 
againft  their  proceedings,  for  the  commons  exercifmg  a right  of  originating 
bills  of  fupply ; a right  in  A\ffiich  lay  the  very  eflence  of  all  their  privileges. 
What  Lord  ToAvnffiend  had  done.  Lord  Buckingham  might  do,  if  they 
pafled  tlie  fupply  for  a year ; nay  he  might,  and  perhaps  Avould  diflblve  them, 
and  then  how  could  they  look  at  their  conftituents,  who  Avould  naturally  fay, ' 
you  hav'e  deferved  all  this  ; for  Avhen  we  put  our  purfe  in  your  hands,  you 
very  fooliffily  let  go  the  ftrings. 

Mr.  Griffith  confidered  the  two  houfes  committed  againft,  and  in  a ftate  of 
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warfare  with  the  chief  governor,  and  he  could  expe6t  nothing  lefs  than  adif- 
fohition  of  parliament  if  the  fupplies  were  once  granted  for  a year. 

The  attorney-general  admitted,  that  (Mr.  Brownlow")  had  fairly  and  openlv 
avowed  his  reafon  for  fupporting  a fliort  money  bill ; it  was  to  hinder  the 
lord  lieutenant  from  exerciling  an  undoubted  right  of  proroguing  or  dilfolv- 
ing  parliament.  He  recollected  the  event  referred  to  by  the  right  honorable 
gentleman.  He  recollected  Lord  Townfnend’s  proroguing  the  parliament; 
and  he  recollected  when  next  they  m.et,  they  voted  him  an  addrefs  of  thanks, 
which  addrefs  coft  the  nation  ha.lf  a million  of  money.  He  hoped  to  God 
he  fliould  never  again  fee  fuch  effedts  from  party.  He  hoped  to  God  he 
•ihould  never  again  fee  half  a million  of  the  people’s  money  employed  to  pro- 
cure an  addrefs  from  their  reprefentatives;  he  had  ever  endeavoured  to  defend 
the  people,  and,  ever  fhould  oppofe  meafurcs,  which  might  lead  to  an  addrefs 
that  would  coft  them  half  a million.* 

The 

* This  debate  upon  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  for  a fhort  money  hill,  moft  intimately  affeds  a point 
of  modern  Irilli  hiltory  beyond  any  other  neceflary  for  the  annalift  to  afeertain.  No  man  can  be 
ignorant  of  the  loud  and  frequent  clamour  that  has  been  raifed,  particularly  within  thcl'e  laft  20 
years,  againft  the  corruption  and  venality  of  the  Irilh  government  and  parliament,  to  the  account 
of  which,  many  have  laid  an  uniform  fyftem  of  oppretiion,  coercion,  and  cruelty  that  have  occa- 
fioned,  rather  than  checked  the  late  outrages  and  calamities  of  the  nation.  Whilft  others  have  found- 
ed the  necellity  of  union  in  the  incorrigible  inveteracy  of  thefe  very  evils.  It  will  be  impoflible  to 
form  a right  judgment  upon  this  leading  point,  until  certain  fads  are  admitted  or  difproved.  The 
author’s  duty  is  to  fupply  his  reader  with  the  beft  evidence  the  nature  of  the  cafe  admits  of.  The 
fmgular  coincidence  of  a falling  and  rifing  power  ading  at  one  time  upon  a body  of  300  men,  at 
no  lime  famed  for  rigid  inflexibility  of  principle,  a majority  made  up  chiefly  of  deferters  from 
habits  of  eafe  and  conveniency,  to  a promifing  ftandard  of  lucrative  principle,  a race  of  ingrati- 
tude for  paft  and  avidity  for  future  favors,  certainly  produced  an  unprecedented  opportunity  for  ex- 
trading  truths,  which  might  otherwife  have  lain  for  centuries  fmothered  under  the  concordatum  of 
intereft,  fecrecy  and  combination.  The  Irifli  parliamentary  debates  taken,  colleded,  and  arranged 
by  Mr.  Giftard,  are  the  chief  refource  a ftranger  has  for  matter  upon  the  latter  hiflory  of  Ireland 
from  the  year  1781.  If  any  bias  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  afl'eded  his  pen,  it  will  be  concluded  to 
have  been  on  the  part  of  government.  This  gentleman  in  the  outfet  of  volunteering  was  fo  con- 
fpicuoully  prominent  in  the  caufeof  freedom,  as  to  have  attraded  the  notice  and  acquired  the  confi- 
dence, efteem,  and  intimacy  of  the  Duke  of  Leinfter  ; at  that  thne  his  family  was  larger  than  his 
means,  and  the  favors  of  his  grace  were  more  flattering  than  lucrative.  His  talents  which  were 
above  mediocrity  were  noticed  by  government,  and  he  was  engaged  at  a handfome  falary  to  report 
for  the  caftle,  and  upon  trial  of  his  ability  and  fidelity  to  his  employers  was  rewarded  by  a place  in 
the  cuftoms.  We  have  before  remarked,  that  Lord  Townfliend  had,  at  a very  heavy  expence  to 
ihe  nation  broken  up  an  ariflocracy,  that  before  his  time  had  monopolized  the  whole  power  of  tlic 
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The  committee  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliamert  arrived  in  London  on  the 
25th  of  February,  17S9,  and  the  day  following  prefented  their  addrefs  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  at  Carlton-houfe.  As  the  convalefcent  hate  of  his  majefty’s 
health  was  at  that  time  apparent,  his  royal  highnefs,  after  returning  his 
warmeft  thanks  for  the  addrefs,  and  exprefling  the  fatisfadtion  he  received  from 
the  proof  it  afforded  of  their  loyal  and  affeftionate  attachment  to  the  perfon 
and  government  of  the  king,  acquainted  them  with  the  fortunate  change  that 
had  taken  place.  Within  a few  days,  he  hoped,  that  the  joyful  event  of  his 
majefty’s  refuming  his  gov'ernment,  would  enable  him  to  give  them  a final 
anfwer,  and  make  it  only  neceflary  for  him  to  repeat  thofe  fentiments  of  gra- 


commons,  and  regularly  bargained  for  terms  with  every  new  lieutenant  for  managing  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  Mr,  Fitzgibbon  (and  no  man  knew  better),  now  admitted,  that  this  manceuvre 
cojl  the  nation  upwards  of  half  a million  : that  is,  that  he  had  paid  or  granted  fo  much  to  purchafe 
that  majority  in  parliament,  by  which  he  governed  to  the  end  of  his  adminiftration.  We  further 
learn  from  Mr.  Giffard’s  report  of  this  debate,  that  Mr,  Bulhe  obferved,  from  what  his  right  ho- 
norable friend  (Mr.  Fitzgibbon),  had  faid,  he  almoft  imagined  he  intended  to  vote  on  the  other 
fide  : for  when  he  had  laid,  that  one  prorogation  and  addrefs  had  coft  the  nation  half  a million,  he 
did  not  fuppofe  he  would  run  the  riik  of  another.  That  prorogation  had  taken  place  for  want  of  a 
Ihort  money-bill,  which  was  the  beft  reafon  againft  granting  along  one  on  the  prefent  occafion : and 
as  that  prorogation  coft  half  a million,  as  every  article  had  rifen,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  unreafon- 
able  to  fuppofe  a prorogation  at  the  prefent  day  might  coft  a whole  million,  which  expence  might  be 
cut  off  by  a fliort  money-bill.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Buflie  had  fome  time  before  quitted 
the  ranks  of  patriotifm,  and  accepted  a place  under  government.  I find  in  another  report  of  this 
debate,  that  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  rofe  to  exprefs  his  indignation  at  the  idea  of  placing  parlia- 
" ment  in  the  power  of  the  viceroy  : he  faid,  that  it  had  already  been  ftated,  that  a fimilar  meafure 
had  on  a former  occafion,  loft  that  country  half  a million  of  money,  by  which  a corrupt  parlia- 
“ ment  had  been  laid  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  viceroy.  Were  they  that  Houfe  of  Commons  ? 
" Would  half  a million,  or  a whole  million,  tempt  them  to  fwerve  from  the  duty  to  tlieir  country,” 
(^Dublin  Evening  Packet,  2bth  February , 1789).  Of  this  avowal,^  or  boaft  or  taunt,  or  threat  of 
parliamentary  venality  from  the  mouth  of  the  attorney-general,  we  have  this  further  evidence  from 
Mr.  Grattan,  (in  his  anfwer  to  Lord  Clare’s  fpeech.  Dub.  1800.  p.  18).  “ Half  a million,  or 

“ more,  was  expended  fome  years  ago  to  break  an  oppofttion  j the  fame,  or  a greater  fum  may  be  ne- 
“ cejfary  now  : fo  faid  the  principal  fervantof  the  crown.  The  houfe  heard  him  : I heard  him  : he 
“ faid  it  Handing  on  his  legs  to  an  aftonifhed  and  an  indignant  nation  ; and  he  faid  it  in  the  raoft 
” extenfive  fenfe  of  bribery  and  corruption.  The  threat  was  proceeded  on  j the  peerage  was  fold  j 
“ the  caitiffs  of  corruption  were  every  wherej  in  the  lobby,  in  the  ftreet,  on  the  fteps,  and  at  the 
“ door  of  every  parliamentary  leader,  whofe  threlholds  were  worn  by  the  members  of  the  then  ad- 
” miniftration,  offering  titles  to  fome,  amnefty  to  others,  and  corruption  to  all.” 
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titucle  and  afFe<5lion  to  the  loyal  and  generous  people  of  Ireland,  which  he  felt 
indelibly  imprinted  on  his  heart.* 

On  the  24th  of  February,  his  majefty’s  diforder  had  taken  fo  favourable 
a turn,  that  the  chancellor  informed  the  Britiih  Houfe  of  Peers,  that  he  had 
on  that  day  attended  his  majefty  by  his  exprefs  command,  and  had  found  him 
perfectly  recovered.  On  the  2d  of  March,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  Ireland  communicated  to  the  houfe  the  letter  which  he  had  received 
from  the  delegates,  with  the  Prince’s  anfwer  to  their  addrefs,  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  entered  on  the  journals.  The  happy  turn  in  his  majefty’s  health 
worked  a very  happy  change  in  the  marftialling  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
As  the  late  gloomy  profpedt  of  a change  in  the  Irilhadminiftrationy  had  driven 
many  gentlemen  to  the  oppofition  benches,  Mr.  Grattan  was  willing  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  earlieft  fruits  of  their  converfion  : accordingly,  on  the  3d  of 
IMarch,  IJSQ,  he  offered  to  the  houfe  arefolution  which  he  thought  abfolutel}>f 
neceffary,  from  a tranfaction  that  had  lately  taken  place.  He  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  certain  principles,  which  the  gentle- 
men, with  whom  he  had  generally  the  honour  to  coincide,  confidered  as  the 

* The  following  was  tlie  anfwer  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  addrefs  from  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons  of 
“ Ireland,  which  you  have  prefented  to  me,  demands  my  warmeft  and  earlieft  thanks.  If  any 
tiling  could  add  to  the  efteem  and  affeftion  I have  for  the  people  of  Irelanc^,  it  would  be  the  loyal 
" and  affedtionate  attachment  to  the  perfon  and  government  of  the  king,  my  father,  manifefted  in 
" the  addrefs  of  the  twohoufes. 

“ What  they  have  done,  and  their  manner  of  doing  it,  is  a new  proof  of  their  undiminillied' 
duty  to  bis  majefty,  of  their  uniform  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  their  conftant 
“ attention  to  maintain  inviolate  the  concord  and  connexion  between  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
“ and  Ireland,  fo  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  profperity,  the  happinefs,  and  the  liberties  of  both. 

“ If,  in  conveying  my  grateful  fentiments  on  their  condudl,  in  relation  to  the  king,  my  father, 
“ and  to  the  infeperable  intereft  of  the  two  kingdoms,  I find  it  impollible  to  exprefs  adequately  my 
" feelings  on  what  relates  to  myfelf,  I truft  you  will  not  be  the  lefs  difpofed  to  believe,  that  I have 
an  underftanding  to  comprehend  the  value  of  what  they  have  done,  a heart  that'rauft  remember, 
“ and  principles  that  will  not  fuft'er  me  to  abufe  their  confidence. 

“ But  the  fortunate  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  circumftance,  which  gave  occafion  to 
“ the  addrefs  agreed  to  by  the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  induces  me  to  delay,  for  a few  days, 
" giving  a final  anfwer  j trufting,  that  the  joyfiil  event  of  his  majefty’s  refuming  the  perfonal  exer- 
" cifeof  his  royal  authority,  may  then  render  it  only  neceffary  for  me  to  repeat  thofe  fentiments  of 
" gratitude  and  affedion  to  the  loyal  and  generous  people  of  Ireland,  which  I feel  indelibly  imprinted 
“ on  roy  heart.” 
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inclifpenfable  condition,  without  whicli  no  government  could  expe6l  their  fup- 
port,  and  which  the  prefent  government  had  refifted. 

The  firft  was  a reform  of  the  police  : at  prefent  the  inftitution  could  only  be 
confidered  as  a fclieme  of  patronage  to  the  Caftle,  and  corruption  to  the  city; 
a fcheme  which  had  failed  to  anfwer  the  end  of  preferving  public  peace,  but 
had  fully  fucceeded  in  extending  the  influence  of  the  Caftle.* 

It  had  been  thrown  out  on  a former  occafion,  when  he  had  intimated  his 
intention  of  reforming  the  police,  that  the  bill  to  be  propofed  would  be  as  bad 
as  that  at  prefent  exifting  ; but  that  aftertion  was  not  founded  in  truth.  The 
bill,  which  he  would  introduce,  was  intended  to  refeue  the  corporation  of  the 
city  out  of  the  court,  and  to  make  them  refponfible  to  the  public  for  their 
conduct;  to  reftore  the  peace  and  liberty  of  the  city;  and  to  guard  againft 
any  abufe  of  power  in  thofe,  to  whom  the  guardianflu’p  of  that  peace  and  li- 
berty fliould  be  committed.  This  bill  had  in  the  laft  feftion  been  ftated  as  ne- 
celfary,  but  had  been  refifted  by  Lord  Buckingham’s  government;  but  it 
fliould  now  be  foon  introduced. 

Another  principle  much  defired,  M^as  to  reftrain  the  abufe  of  penfions  by  a 
bill  fimilar  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  That  principle,  he  faid.  Lord  Bucking- 
liam  had  refifted,  and  his  refiftance  to  it  was  one  great  caufe  of  his  oppofing 
his  governmenf.  To  this  he  would  add  another  principle,  the  reftraining  re- 
venue officers  from  voting  at  elections:  this,  he  obferved,  was  a principle  of 
the  Britilh  parliament,  and  it  was  certainly  more  neceflary  in  Ireland,  from 
what  had  lately  taken  place,  where,  by  a certain  union  of  family  interefts, 
countries  had  become  boroughs,  and  thofe  boroughs  had  become  private  pro- 
perty. 

But  the  principle  to  which  he  begged  to  call  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
houfe  was,  that  of  preventing  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate  from  being  given 
to  abfentees : that  was  a principle  admitted  by  all  to  be  founded  in  national 
right,  purchafed  by  liberal  compenfation,  and  every  departure  from  it  muft  be 
confidered  as  a flight  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland,  who  certainly 

* In  this  debate,  Mr.  Curran  perceiving,  that  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe  regained  their  fpirits 
and  deferters,  complimented  the  prime  ferjeant  on  the  recovery  of  his  tongue : what  the  diftrefs 
and  depreffion  of  his  friend  and  patron  had  not  been  able  to  produce,  his  return  to  profperity  had 
eft'edled  ; the  learned  member  was  no  longer  tongue  tied ; mute  during  bis  difgrace,  he  was  clamo- 
rous on  his  elevation.  9 Par/,  Debates,  p.  263. 
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were  better  entitled  to  the  places  of  honor  and  triift  in  their  own  country,  than 
any  abfentee  could  poffibly  be ; but  befides  the  flight  Ihewn  to  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  Ireland,  by  beftowing  places  of  honor,  of  profit,  and  of  truft  on  ab- 
fentees,  the  draft  of  money  from  this  country,  the  inflitution  of  deputies  (a 
fecond  eftablilliment  unnecefl'ary,  were  the  principals  to  relide),  the  double 
influence  arifmg  from  this  raifed  the  abufe  into  an  enormous  grievance. 

He  faid,  after  the  nation  had  recovered  its  liberty,  one  of  the  firfl  objeds 
was  to  bring  home  the  great  offices  of  the  flate : thefe  had  been  taken  away 
in  an  unjuft  manner,  and  in  violation  of  native  right,  when  the  country  was 
under  oppreflion.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a queftion,  whether  too 
much  was  paid  for  bringing  home  great  employments  ; he  Avoidd  not  difpute 
the  priced  as  it  was  tlie  purchafe  of  a principle;  but  the  principle  being  once 
effabliflied,  that  it  was  wife  and  lionorable  in  the  nation  to  purchafe  home 
the  gTeat  offices  of  the  flate ; and  this  having  been  aftually  reduced  to  prac- 
tice in  inftances  of  the  chancellor fhip  of  the  exchequer,  the  vice- treafurerfhip, 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  and  hanapcr.  See.  it  followed  as  a neceflary  confe- 
quence,  that  the  granting  away  again  great  places  to  abfentees,  muff  be 
nighly  improper,  and  a grofs  viololation  of  the  principle  purchafed  by  the  na- 
tion. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  re verfionary  patent  granted  to  IMr.  Grenville.  Of 
that  gentleman’s  merits  in  his  own  country  he  would  fay  nothing:  they 
could  be  no  rcafon  for  granting  him  a great  employment  in  Ireland,  where  it 
was  moft  certain  he  never  would  refidc ; and  therefore  in  condeming  the 
grant,  no  one  had  a right  to  argue,  that  it  was  condemned  as  a grant  to  the 
lord-lieutenant’s  brother,  but  as  a grant  to  a perfon  that  muft  neceffarily  be 
an  abfentee ; it  muft  be  condemned  as  a flight,  and  an  affront  to  the  native 
refident  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland. 

He  afked  the  houfe,  were  they  ready  to  fubmit  to  fuch  an  infult  ? Were 
they  ready  to  fubmit  to  have  the  principle,  which  they  had  purchafed  vio- 
lated ? W’ere  they  ready  to  return  to  that  flate  of  degradation  and  contempt, 
from  which  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  had  fo  lately  emancipated  itfelf?  If  they 
were  not,  they  would  not  hefltate  to  come  to  a refolution,  aflerting  the  prin- 
ciples, which  they  had  purchafed.  He  would  fubmit  fuch  a refolution,  worded 
in  the  mort  guarded  manner,  not  attacking  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to 
grant,  but  condemning  the  advice,  by  which  the  crown  was  mifled  to  abufe 
that  prerogative.  He  then  moved  the  following  refolution : 

“ Refolvedy 
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Refolved,  That  recommendations  for  the  purpofe  of  granting  the  great 
“ offices  of  this  kingdom,  or  the  reverfion  of  great  offices  to  alifentees,  are 
“ improvident  and  prejudicial,  efpecialiy  now  as  great  annual  charges  have 
“ been  incurred  by  making  compenfation  to  abfentees  for  refigning  their  offi- 
“ ces,  that  thofe  offices  miglit  be  granted  to  refidents.” 

After  a very  violent  perfonal  altercation  between  Mr.  Parfons  and  Mr. 
Grattan,*  the  latter  gentleman  refumed  his  argument,  and  faid,  that  giving 

away 

* Scarcely  had  Mr.  Grattan  concluded  his  fpeech,  than  Mr.  Parfons  rofeto  fpeak;  when  he  was 
inteiTupted  by  Mr.  Grattan,  who  faid,  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  rofe  to  fecond  his  motion, 
he  would  withdraw  it.  Upon  which  Mr.  Parfons  inftantly  launched  out  into  a moft  infuriated  Phi- 
lippic againfl  Mr.  Grattan,  and  his  whole  political  conduct.  To  this  Mr.  Grattan  made  the  follow- 
ing reply  ; 9 Pari.  Debates,  ji.  25?. 

“ Sir,  the  fpeech  of  the  honorable  member  has  been  fo  difordcrly  and  extraordinary,  that  the 
“ houfe  will  permit  me  to  make  an  immediate  reply.  He  talks  of  timple  repeal,  he  does  not  un- 
derlland  that  queftion  ; he  does  not  know  whether  that  meafure  was  right  or  wrong.  He  fpeaks 
“ of  renunciation  } of  that  he  is  equally  ignorant.  The  merits  or  demerits  of  either  queftion,  or 
of  both  queftions,  furpafs  his  capacity.  He  has  arraigned  my  conduft,  but  his  obfervations  are 
" as  feeble  as  they  are  virulent.  The  member  is  a melancholy  proof,  that  a man  may  be  fcurrilous, 
who  has  not  capacity  to  be  fevere.  He  fpeaks  of  the  public  grant  of  50,000/. ; and  he  fays,  I got 
that  for  bungling,  what  the  patentee  was  fo  fortunate  to  complete.  He  fays  fo,  but  why  he 
“ ftiould  fay  fo,  or  on  what  grounds  he  talks,  he  is  totally  unable  to  explain  j he  repeats  a fentence 
which  he  has  heard,  but  the  force  or  meaning,  or  foundation  for  the  fentence,  the  member  can- 
“ not  fet  forth  ; the  jingle  of  a period  touches  his  ear ; and  he  repeats  it,  and  he  knows  not  why. 

The  calumny  urged  againft  me  by  the  member,  is  not  his  own.  {Dublin  Even.  Packet.)  Mr. 
“■  Higgins  has  faid  it  better  than  the  honorable  gentleman  ; the  Freeman’s  Journal  has  ftated  it 
“ better,  and  with  much  more  ingenuity  than  the  honorable  gentleman  : but  Mr.  Higgins  is  a 
“ liar  ; the  Freeman’s  Journal  is  a liar  j it  is  not  unparliamentary  to  fay,  that  the  authority  from 
“ which  the  gentleman  draws  his  argument,  is  a liar,  a public  pitiful  liar  ! He  faid,  he  did  not 
mean  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  a liar,  but  that  the  paper,  from  which  he  had  borrowed 
his  authority,  was  a liar,  a pofitive  liar  !”  Here  Mr.  Parfons  rofe  and  ftepped  towards  Mr. 
Grattan,  made  ufe  of  fome  words,  which,  for  the  honor  of  parliament,  are  not  repeated.  Mr.’ 
Grattan  fat  down.  The  houfe  immediately  called  out,  ” cuftody  ! cuftody!”  and  the  fpeaker  or- 
dered the  galleries  to  be  cleared  : it  was  near  two  hours  before  order  was  completely  reftored. 

The  charafter  of  this  Mr.  Higgins,  who  died  laft  year  pofleffed  of  a fortune  of  about  40,000/.  is 
highly  illuftrative  of  the  fyftem,  which  generated,  foftered,  and  pampered  this  fpecies  of  reptile 
more  frequently  known  in  Ireland,  than  elfewhere:  ex  un6  difee  plures. 

This  man  was  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Sham  Efquire ; he  was  a Angular  ioftance-of  what 
may  be  done  in  life  by  ftridl  attention  to  private  ends,  without  regard  to  the  means,  which  fo  often 
retard  tlie  advancement  of  men  of  principle.  Born  of  obfeure  parents,  he  rofe  through  the  fuccef- 
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awav  tlic  "leat  offices  of  this  kinodom  to  abfentccs,  was  taking  awav  llie  pro- 
pcrtv  of  this  country,  and  carrying-  it  abroad.  He  afkcd,  wliat  claim  luul 

Mr. 


five  ftalions  of  exrand-boy,  iboe-black,  and  waiter  in  a porter’.s  boufe,  to  an  attorney’.?  clerk,  in  which 
fituation  his  talents  were  not  confined  to  the  delk.  His  matter’s  pleafures  found  an  attentive  mini- 
fter  in  him,  and  he  found  additional  profits  in  his  mafter’s  pleafures.  He  foon  began  to  look  for 
money  and  connexions,  and  fixed  his  mind  on  the  daughter  of  a very  refpedable  and  opulent  citizen 
in  Dublin,  who  was  a Catholic  : he  procured  an  introdudtion  to  the  farnily  through  a pricft,  whom 
he  deceived,  i^  declaring  himfelf  the  only  fon  of  a gentleman  of  3000/.  a year  j the  nephew  of  a 
counfellor,  and  a member  of  the  Irith  parliament,  whofe  prefumptive  heir,  as  having  no  children, 
he  alfo  was.  He  feigned  a with  to  conform  to  the  Catholic  religion,  in  which  he  had  been  chrift- 
ened,  though  educated  a Proteftant,  thinking  thereby  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  family,  and 
was  received  into  the  Catholic  church.  The  impofture  was  foon  dete6tedj  and  Mr.  Higgins  con- 
fined to  gaol,  where  he  improved  the  only  real  knowledge  he  ever  poflelfed,  which  was  the  loweft 
art  of  crown  law.  He  afterwards  became  an  attorney.  He  then  attended  gaming  tables  and  bro- 
'thels.  He  drew  great  advantages  by  lending  money  to  the  unfewtunate  adventurers,  and  managing 
to  defend  or  keep  off  profecutions  from  the  infamous  fupporters  of  tliofe  receptacles  of  iniquity.  In 
his  fpeculations  towards  advancement,  he  confidered  Uie  command  of  a newfpaper  as  an  eflential 
weapon  both  offenfive  and  defenfive.  To  attain  this  verj'  necelTary  article,  he  infinuated  himfelf 
into  the  acquaintance  and  confidence  of  the  proprietor  of  a print,  then  in  fome  degree  of  eftima- 
tion,  the  Freeman’s  Journal.  This  gentleman  was  in  very  embarrafled  circumftances.  Mr.  Hig- 
gins lent  him  50/.  and  watching  his  opportunity  when  he  thought  his  dillrefs  at  the  height,  fuddenly 
arrefted  him  for  the  money  : to  procure  his  liberty,  he  was  glad  to  transfer  to  his  creditors  the  pro- 
perty of  tlie  paper  for  one  fourth  of  its  value. 

This  paper  had  hitherto  been  prominently  confpicuous  on  the  patriotic  fide  of  the  queftion,  and 
was  therefore  the  more  faleable  a commodity  in  the  hands  of  this  new  proprietor.  He  made  his 
terms  with  the  caftle  j and  from  that  time  forward  his  paper  was  the  moft  fubfervient  to,  and  there- 
fore the  moft  favoured  by  the  minifter.  This  man  had  the  addrefs,  by  coarfe  flattery  and  aflumed 
arrogance,  to  worm  himfelf  into  tlie  intimacy  of  feveral  perfons  of  rank,  fortune,  and  confequence 
in  the  country,  who  demeaned  themfelves  by  their  obfequioufnefs  to  his  art,  or  fold  themfelves  to 
him  for  his  unqualified  enterprife  in  maligning  their  enemies,  or  bearing  tliem  out  of  difficulties  or 
difgrace.  This  man,  ready  for  ev'ery  job  for  which  he  Ihouldbc  paid,  under  fome  natural  fulpicions 
tliat  the  return  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  to  alfume  the  vice-regency  of  Ireland  would  not  be 
attended  by  any  particular  demonftrations  of  joy,  had  hired  a mob  to  wait  his  arrival,  and  had  fup- 
plied  a proper  number  of  them  with  filken  cords  and  harnefs  to  draw  him  in  his  carriage  to  the 
Caftle,  under  the  faftidious  deceit  of  mercenary  popularity  and  triumph.  The  opinion  of  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Yelverton  upon  this  notorious  charafter,  feals  the  ftamp  of  it  to  pofterity.  In  Eaftei 
term,  upon  counfel  having  reminded  his  lordlhip  in  court,  that  the  printer  of  the  Freeman’s  Jour- 
nal awaited  the  judgement  of  the  court  for  a libellous  paragraph  on  that  court : the  chief  baron 
fpoke  thus  to  the  counfel. 

" If  you  had  not  mentioned  the  affair,  the  court  wc»ld  not  have  condefeenJei  to  recollctS:  its 
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Mr.  Orde  for  the  penfion  of  feventeen  hundred  pounds  a year  he  liad  got 
on  this  eftablidiment  ? What  claim  could  any  fecretary  have  for  either  pen- 
fion or  employment  ? If  the  principle  be  admitted,  that  the  giving  away  of- 
fices to  abfentees  is  injurious  to  the  kingdom,  then  his  motion  could  not 
be  relified. 

The  attorney  general  faid,  he  lliould  be  extremely  glad  to  fee  the  whole 
patronage  of  the  crown  in  Ireland  bellowed  upon  the  members  of  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  and  he  had  no  doubt  if  things  went  on  a little  longer  in  the 
train,  in  which  forfome  time  they  had  been,  that  objeft  would  be  obtained. 

A very  warm  debate  enfued,  in  which  iMr.  Corry  and  fome  other  gentle- 
men admitted  the  principle  of  the  refolution,  although  they  oppofed  its  palfmg, 
becaufe  it  was  a cenfure  on  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  To  get  rid  of  the 
queftion,  an  adjournment  was  moved  and  carried  by  a majority  of  115  againfl: 
ic6.  Thus  early  had  the  old  majority  began  to  fall  back  into  their  former 
ranks.  Still  the  fuperiority  of  votes  bore  no  proportion  to  200 and  upwards, 
of  which  the  former  full  majorities  confifted.  IMr.  Grattan  accordingly  on 
the  following  day  (4th  of  March)  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a hill  for  the 
better  fecuriug  the  freedom  of  eleflion  for  members  to  fere e in  parliament,  h\f 
(Ufabliug  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection  or  management  of  his  ma- 
jejly's  revenue  from  giving  their  votes  at  fuch  election.  Mr.  Beresford  gave 
imnrediate  notice,  that  he  lliould  oppofe  the  bill  through  every  fiage,  though 
he  would  not  oppofe  the  motion  : and  on  the  fecond  reading  ol  the  bill  the 
attorney  general  fpbke  thus  “ Sir,  I fay,  that  at  this  time  fuch  an  a6t  would 
“ be  peculiarly  ungracious  : and  tliere  is  another  reafon  Avdiy  I will  not  enter 
“ into  a meafurc,  which  properly  modified  might  be  ufeful  at  another  time ; 
“ there  is,  I am  well  alTured,  at  this  moment,  exifting,  an  aflbciation  unda’ 
‘‘  hand  and  feal,  to  oppofe  the  king's  government,  and  to  fupport  the  old  Irilh 
“ ariftocracy ; I would  wilh  therefore  to  wait  for  a cooler  moment,  when 
“ gentlemen  lhall  grow  afliamed  of  fuch  a meafure.” 

infignificance,  but  would  have  paffed  It  by  as  it  has  done  every  other  paragraph,  whetlier  of 
“ prail'e  or  cenfure,  that  has  appeared  in  tliat  paper  with  the  molt  fupreme  contempt.  Let  the 
“ fellow  return  to  his  matter’s  employment  j let  his  matter  exalt  favorite  charafters  j and  if  there 
be  any  mean  enough  to  take  pleafure  in  his  adulation,  let  him  continue  to  fpit  his  venom  againft 
“ every  thing  ttiat  is  praife-worthy,  honorable,  or  dignified  in  human  nature.  Let  him  not  pre- 
“ fume  to  meddle  with  the  courts  of  juttice,  left,  forgetting  his  bafenefs  and  infignificance,  they 
fhould  at  feme  time  condefeend  to  inflict  a merited  punitliment  upon  him.” 

9 Gif,  Pari.  Deb.  p.  278. 
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A warm  debate  enfued,  which  turned  much  upon  the  perfonal  character 
of  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  the  indelicacy  of  attempting  to  cramp  the  l oyal 
prerogative  in  the  particular  moment  of  his  majefty's  reco\ery.  At  the  clofe 
of  it  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  faid,  that  a charge  had  been  brought  againft  an 
odious  and  offenfive  ariftocracy.  He  would  only  fay,  that  any  aflertion, 
Rating  fa6tion  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  prefent  bufmefs,  was  not  founded 
in  truth.  For  his  own  part,  he  releafed  the  right  honorable  fecretary  from 
every  tie  of  honorable  fecrefy,  and  called  upon  him  to  fa}',  if  he  had  ever 
made  a refufal  of  favor  a ground  of  opnofition  to  government.  He  called 
upon  the  treafury  bench  one  by  one,  to  declare  in  the  fame  manner.  [Here 
he  paufed  for  an  anfwer ; none  having  been  given]  he  faid,  that  after  that 
he  hoped  he  tliould  hear  no  more  random  charges  of  faction  and  part}". 
On  this  divifion  there  were  for  the  attorney  general’s  motion  to  pol’tpone  the 
bill  to  the  ift  of  Alay  only  QS,  againft  it  130. 

In  the  progrefs  of  the  penfion  bill,  it  was  fmgular,  that  the  attorney  ge- 
neral Ihould  oppofe  it,  upon  popular  and  patriotic  gronnds  ; the  bill,  faid  the 
attorney  general,  went  to  eftablilh  by  law,  firft  a penfion  lift  at  the  diferetion 
of  the  minifter,  amounting  to  80,000/.  fecondly,  to  leave  a diferetion  with 
the  two  houfes  to  addrefs  for  whatever  they  might  think  proper  as  a further 
charge  ; and  thirdly,  to  legalize  the  appropriation  of  the  furplus  of  the  here- 
ditary duties  to  the  purpofes  of  penfions,  which  would  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  crown  the  immenfe  fum  of  260,000/.  per  aim.  beyond  the  control  of  the 
commons,  and  nmft  ultimately  deftroy  the  liberties  of  the  country,  by  throw- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  minifter  a power  to  bias  every  election. 

j\Ir.  fecretary  Fitzherbert,  in  anfwer  to  the  attorney  general,  faid  there  was 
not  a free  country  on  the  o;lobe,  in  which  a ftron«:  s’overnmcnt  was  more  re- 
quifite  than  in  Ireland.  By  the  tendency  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman’s 
arguments  it  appeared,  he  had  property  in  that  country ; he  however  ex- 
pretfed  fome  furprife  at  the  different  ground  of  argument  he  then  adopted, 
on  the  fubjecl  of  the  bill,  from  what  he  had  ufed  the  night  before.  Then  he 
confidered  the  meafure  as  flying  in  the  face  of  government ; as  robbing  the 
crown  of  its  prerogatives;  as  fetting  the  liberality  and  curbing  the  necelfary 
influence  of  the  fovereign  : he  now  held  it  forward,  as  plaeing  an  extraordi- 
nary power  and  influence  in  the  crown ; taking  it  in  this  light,  he  thought 
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the  bill  was  the  greateft  compliment  that  parliament  could  pay  to  the  fove- 
reign.  For  his  part,  he  could  not  fee  that  dangerous  tendency,  wRich  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  had  annexed  to  the  meafure  of  the  bill,  for  in 
reality,  it  only  gave  his  majefty  a control  over  a part  of  that  revenue,  vdiich 
was  fubjeft  to  both  houfes  of  parliament;  and  therefore  if  his  majefty  abufed 
that  power  of  control,  it  was  in  the  power  of  parliament  to  coimteraft  that 
abufe,  by  refufmg  to  provide ; this  argument  cut  up  by  the  roots  the  doc- 
trine of  the  learned  gentleman.  lie  faid,  the  meafure  did  not  go  to  meddle 
with  the  king’s  prerogative,  but  merely  to  fet  bounds  to  the  fyftem  of  expen- 
diture, and  prevent  the  ruin  of  the  country. 

He  then  took  a view  of  the  increafe  of  the  penfion  lift,  from  the  adminif- 
tration  of  Lord  EiTex,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  when  it  Avas  only 
.'5500/.  a year,  to  the  prefent,  when  it  was  rated  at  103,000/.  and  hoped,  if 
fuch  moderation  prevailed  in  fuch  a reign  as  that  of  Charles  the  Second,  a 
meafure  of  limitation  when  it  was  100,000/.  more,  would  not  be  reje^ed  in 
the  reign  of  George  the  Third. 

King  Charles  the  Second,  at  his  reftoration,  availed  himfelf  of  the  unfet- 
tlcd  hate  of  that  country,  by  making  a bargain  Avith  his  fubjeds  difgraceful 
to  the  monarch,  and  injurious  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  In  exchange 
for  tranquillity  and  fettlement,  he  ftij)ulated  for  an  hereditary  revenue.  From 
this  polluted  fource  the  difufe  of  parliaments,  and  the  increafe  of  penfions 
originally  floAved  ; the  latter  at  firft  in  afmall  current.  In  1669,  the  amount 
of  thofe  grants  Avas'but  3214/.  and  10,000/.  yearly  having  been  propofed  by 
the  king  as  the  limitation  of  grants,  his  reprefentative.  Lord  Elfex,  objeded 
to  the  largenefs  of  the  amount,  and  expreffed  his  apprehenfions,  that  their 
enormity  might  be  a reafon  for  not  granting  a fupply  to  his  majefty.  He 
approA  ed  of  a propofal,  . that  they  fliould  be  kept  in  a feparate  lift,  to  the 
end,  that  if  there  ftiould  be  any  deficiency  in  the  public  revenue,  it  fiiould 
fall  on  penfions  in  the  firft  place;  and  in  1678,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  re- 
ceived inftrudions  from  the  king  to  that  purpofe.  It  appeared  then,  that 
the  limitation,  and  the  amount  of  penfions  Avas  an  idea  entertained  on  the 
part  of  the  croAvn,  and  that  the  fum  of  10,000/.  yearly  Avas,  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury, thought  an  exceflive  charge.  During  this  century,  thofe  grants  had 
been  the  perpetual  occafion  of  contefts.  In  1703,  the  committee  of  fupply 
refolved,  and  the  houfe  agreed,  that  no  lefs  than  nineteen  of  them  Avereun- 
necelfary  branches  of  the  eftablifiiment ; and  in  1707;  feveral  of  them  Ai’ere 
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voted  to  be  Itruck  otP,  and  that  no  penfion  fliould  be  continued,  except  to  a 
perfon  retident  in  the  kingdom.  In  the  year  1717,  the  lord  lieutenant,  in 
his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  informed  both  houfes  of  parliament,  that  his 
majefty  had  thought  fit  to  lelfen  the  civil  lift  on  the  head  of  pcnfions,  and  had 
direcled  fuch  rules  to  be  obferved  as  might  annually  abate  the  expence  upon 
them.  By  the  influx  of  wealth  into  the  kingdom,  arifmg  from  imports  oc- 
cafioned  by  a falfe  credit,  which  had  arifen  after  the  peace  in  the  year  1748, 
there  was  a large  furplus  in  the  treafury,  which  occafioned  a conteft  in  the 
year  1753,  between  the  crown  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  minifters 
infifted,  that  the  furplus  could  not  be  applied  by  parliament  Arithout  the  pre- 
vious confent  of  his  majefty,  and  that  difference  having  occafioned  an  extra- 
ordinary prorogation  of  parliament,  the  removal  from  oftice  of  fome  of  the 
principal  men  in  the  country,  and  great  additional  expence  to  the  public  by 
replacing  them,  for  the  fake  of  tranquillity,  profufion  was  for  a time  con- 
nived at,  penfions  Av^ere  lavilhly  beftoAved,  and  the  commons  AV'ere  ftill  more 
forAvard  than  gov^ernment  in  that  political  extraA  agance.  But  in  1757,  they 
iinanimoufly  voted  the  increafe  of  penfions  to  be  a grievance,  and  the  houfe 
Avith  its  fpeaker  laid  that,  Avith  feveral  other  ftrong  refolutions  on  the  fubje6t, 
before  the  lord  lieutenant,  avIio,  Avith  Avhatever  reluctance,  Avas  at  length 
obliged  to  tranfmit  thole  refolutions  to  be  laid  before  his  majefty.  At  that 
period,  Aidien  the  increafe  of  thofe  grants  Avas  unanimoully  impeached,  they 
had  amounted  in  the  tAvo  preceding  years  to  no  greater  a fum  than  8948 1/. 
In  the  folloAAung  feflion  of  17^9,  they  had  increafed  to  106,285/.  in  the  two 
years,  and  yet  on  a motion  that  the  refolutions  of  the  preceding  feflion  had 
the  defired  effect,  Avith  a view  to  give  a negative  to  it,  but  tAventy-fiA'e  mem- 
bers could  be  found  for  putting  that  queftion.  In  the  beginning  of  a ncAV 
reign  in  I761,  the  houfe  Avas  contented  Acith  an  implied  difapprobation  by 
refolving,  that  thofe  grants  exceeded  the  Avhole  charge  of  the  reft  of  the 
ciA'il  eftablilhment.  In  the  folloAving  feflion  of  1763,  the  national  difeontent 
on  this  fubjedt  became  fo  general,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  found  it  neceflary 
to  defire  the  attendance  of  the  principal  members  of  both  houfes  at  the  caftle, 
and  there  to  make  a foleinn  declaration,  to  a very  numerous  aflembly  of  lords 
and  commons,  in  his  majefty’s  name,  that  penfions  for  years  or  lives  fliould 
not  in  future  be  granted  unlefs  on  the  moft  extraordinary  occafions.  Since 
that  period  various  modes  of  redrefs  had  been  attempted  by  motions  for  adr 
dreffes  to  the  croAvn  and  for  retrenchments.  For  fome  years  paft  the  prefent 
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meafiirc  liad  been  introduced,  but  clogged  with  extraneous  matter,  which 
Acould  then  be  omitted.  From  tliat  ihort  hiftory  it  appeared,  that  the  iucreafe 
of  penfious  liad  been  condemned  by  government,  and  reprobated  by  the 
Iloiife  of  Commons;  they  had  been  the  conRant  fonree  of  national  contention, 
in  which  it  had  appeared,  that  neither  lords  lieutenants,  nor  even  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  were  to  be  alw'ays  trufted  with  that  pov^r.  What  followed 
then  ? Regulate  it  by  law.  Such  a law  would  be  a great  national  acquifi- 
tion.  When  the  country  gentleman  thould  be  afked  by  his  conftituents  what 
has  the  country  gained  by  the  law,  he  would  anfwer,  “ Penfions  had  arifen 
“ from  little  more  than  3000/.  yearh',  to  the  enormous  amount  of  103,000/. 
“ yearly.  They  were  then  limited  to  80,000/.  with  exceptions,  of  which  every 
“ honed  man  would  approve.  They  had  flopped  the  proud  waves  of  preroga- 
“ tive,  and  faid,  hitherto  tlialt  thou  go  and  no  farther ; they  had  prevented 
“ the  diferedit  of  the  nation  by  having  a charge  on  the  people  originate  by 
“ a king's  letter,  ligned  by  three  lords  of  the  EngHlh  treafury,  perfons  un- 
“ known  to  the  conftitution  of  Ireland.  They  had  for  ever  prevented  the 
“ return  of  that  difgraceful  day,  when  the  fervants  of  the  crown  fat  in  fad 
“ dejeedion,  Avith  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  without  a word  to  fay  in 
favor  of  adminiftration,  except  this  wretched  apology,  it  was  not  done  by 
“ this  lord  lieutenant,  you  cannot  fay  that  we  did  it.  And  finally,  they  had 
“ paid  a juft  tribute  of  regard  and  affe6lion  to  their  beloved  princes  of  the 
illuftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwick.” 

He  then  adverted  to  a paper,  which  had  been  very  improperly  introduced 
into  the  debate,  and  very  unjuftly  made  the  topic  of  the  moft  fevere  animad- 
verfion.  He  had  never  feen  the  paper  itfelf,  but  he  had  heard  a copy  of  it 
read.  He  would  inform  the  committee  what  the  objects  Avere,  and  Avdiat  they 
Avere  not.  The  ol^ects  Avere  to  fupport  the  only  proper  and  conftitntional 
mode  of  appointing  a regent  for  that  kingdom,  and  fuch  other  meafures  as 
fiiould  be  the  necetfary  confequence  of  that  proceeding  to  refift  an  attack 
intended  to  be  made  by  adminiftration  againft  the  A’itals  of  the  conftitution, 
by  letting  in  the  third  eftate  of  another  kingdom  to  legiflate  for  Ireland  ; to 
refift  thofe  dangerous  principles  advanced  by  the  advocates  of  that  meafure, 
and  which  At'^ere  neceffary  to  be  maintained  for  its  defence,  namely,  that  the 
royal  aflent  to  Irifli  acts  of  parliament  was  given  under  the  authority  of  the 
monarch  of  England,  and  not  under  the  authority  of  the  monarch  of  Ire- 
land, and  that  the  ftatute  regent  of  England  could  refeind  the  appointment 
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of  a lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  by  the  ftatute  regent  of  that  kingdom.  The 
firft  extiuguilhed  the  monarchy  of  Ireland,  and  the  fecond  enabled  the  re- 
gent of  England  to  repel  the  force  of  the  Irifh  ftatute.  To  refift  thole  fatal 
innovations,  to  preferve  the  dearell  rights  of  their  fovereign  by  defending  his 
great  conltitutional  power  of  ah’enting  to  bills,  to  prevent  the  extindtion  of 
the  crown,  and  to  preferve  the  independence  of  the  legiflature  of  Ireland, 
feveral  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  lirft  rank  and  confecpience  united  to  fup- 
port  the  formei-,  and  to  refift  the  latter  meafures,  and  to  fupport  Inch  ho- 
norable men  as  concurred  with  them  in  that  conduct,  and  in  the  defence  of 
the  conftitution.  Having  mentioned  Avhat  the  objedts  of  that  paper  were,  he 
would  hate  what  they  tvere  not.  They  were  not  to  oppofe  any  government, 
or  any  chief  governor  ; they  were  not  to  prefcribe  to  his  inajelty  what  chief 
governor  he  Ihould  continue,  or  whom  he  diould  appoint  or  not  appoint  to 
that  high  office.  There  was  no  fuch  prcfumption  in  the  minds  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen. Their  union  was  defenfive:  to  defend  the  conftitution.  He  would 
further  declare,  that  it  was  no  objeft  of  that  union  to  obtain  office,  Ironor, 
or  poAver  for  any  man.  If  ever  there  were  an  honorable  and  confntutional  en- 
gagement, that  Avas  one;  if  CAcr  there  Avere  a great  national  party,  Avithout  an 
atom  of  faction  in  it,  that  Avas  one ; and  yet  hoAV  uuAvorthily  had  it  been  treated  ? 
One  gentleman  had  called  it  a confpiracy  againft  the  ftate ; another,  the  re- 
vival of  the  old  ariftocracy  of  Ireland  ; a third  had  termed  it  a difgrace  to  the 
kingdom,  an  illegal  combination,  and  had  politely  put  them  in  mind  of  the 
journeymen  pinmakers,  Avho  Avere  found  guilty  of  a charge  of  that  nature, 
and  Avhipped  at  a cart’s  tail.  Thofe  ffiameful  afperfious  Avcre  induftrioufly 
circulated  in  the  public  prints  of  both  kingdoms.  It  A\  as  not  his  cuftom  to 
ufe  haiih  language.  HcAvould  content  himfelf  Avith  faying,  that  it  Avas  a na- 
tural progrefs  for  thofe  men,  Avho  ftrove  to  degrade  the  conftitution  of  their 
country  to  proceed  to  debafe  and  vilify  the  firft  men  in  it ; men  Avho  Avould 
be  the  pride  and  ornament  of  any  kingdom  in  Europe.  In  talking  of  the 
royal  alfent,  he  affirmed,  that  it  Avas  the  undoubted  right  of  the  King  of  Ire- 
land to  giA-e-it  by  himfelf  or  his  commiffioners  in  full  parliament ; that  it  Avas 
alfo  the  unqueftionable  right  of  the  fubjeft  to  have  the  royal  dilfent  given  in 
parliament.  He  thought  that  nothing  but  a pofitiA’e  exprcfs  ftatute  could  de- 
prive the  fubjcdl  of  that  right,  and  he  kncAv  of  no  ftatute.  There  Avas  no- 
thing to  that  purpofc  in  Chief  Baron  Yelvertons  a6l ; a laAv^  Avhich  ditl  great 
honor  to  its  author.  In  refpcct  to  paffing  bills  it  had  three  objecd:s  ; lit.  Their 
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paffing  both  houfes  before  they  M'ere  tranfmitted  ; 2d.  To  compel  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  privy  council  to  tranlinit  them  ; 3d.  To  prevent  the  alteration 
of  them  any  Avhere  after  they  had  left  the  two  houfes.  Thefe  three  objects 
had  been  obtained  for  the  country  by  a Ihort,  clear,  and  decifive  aft;  and 
to  the  man,  who  had  obtained  thofe  great  conftitutional  improvements  he 
thought  the  kingdom  highly  indebted. 

On  the  14th  of  March  the  fpeaker  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  attended 
his  excellency  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  he  made  the  following  fpeech  to 
both  houfes. 

“ Mv  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ VTTH  the  molt  heartfelt  fatisfaftion  I take  the  earliefr 
“ opportunity  to  inform  you,  in  obedience  to  the  king’s  command,  that  it 
“ has  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  him  the  fevere  indifpo- 
“ fition,  with  which  he  has  been  aflliftcd ; and  that  by  the  blelTmg  of  Al- 
“ mighty  God  he  is  now  again  enabled  to  attend  to  the  urgent  concerns  of 
“ his  kingdoms,  and  perfonally  to  exercife  his  royal  authority.” 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I have  fubmitted  to  liis  majefty’s  confideration  the  furplus,  which  you 
“ have  already  granted  for  the  immediate  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice, 
“ and  the  performance  of  the  national  engagements  ; and  I am  commanded 
“ by  his  majefty  to  exprefs  his  perfeft  confidence  in  your  readinefs  to  make 
“ fuch  further  provifion,  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  ufual  fupport  of  his  ma- 
“ jelly’s  government.” 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I have  it  particularly  in  charge  from  his  majefly  to  affure  you,  that  the 
“ profperity  of  his  faithful  and  loyal  people  of  Ireland,  from  whom  his  ma- 
“ jelly  has  repeatedly  received  the  flrongell  proofs  of  affectionate  attachment 
“ to  his  facred  perfon,  will  ever  be  near  to  his  heart;  and  that  his  majefty  is 
“ fully  perfuaded,  that  your  zeal  for  the  public  welfare  will  enable  him  to 
“ promote,  by  every  wife  and  falutary  meafure,  the  interefts  of  this  kingdom. 

“ I cannot  conclude  this  communication  to  you  without  exprelfmg  my 
“ fulleft  conviftion,  that  his  majefty’s  faithful  parliament  of  Ireland  does  not 
“ yield  to  any  of  his  fubjefts  in  lincere  and  devout  acknowledgments  to  Al- 
“ mighty  God,  for  the  reftoration  of  his  majelly’s  health,  and  in  fervent 
prayers,  that  a long  continuance  of  that  bleffiiig  may  fecure  to  his  people 
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the  happincfs,  which  they  have  conftantly  enjoyed  under  his  majetly's  nhld 
“ and  aufpicious  government.” 

Mr.  Grattan  having  expreffed  his  moft  lieartfelt  fatisfa6lion  in  the  joyful 
tidings  of  the  happy  recovery  of  their  beloved  fovereign,  congratulated  the 
lioiife,  that  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  was  fo  worded,  and  the  addrefs  fo 
properly  moved  and  feconded  as  to  call  for  the  mofi:  cordial  unanimity.  It 
was  accordingly  rcfolved,  that  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  fhould  attend  his  ex- 
cellency with  the  addrefs*  to  be  laid  before  his  majefty. 

When  Ml-.  Conolly  on  the  20th  of  IMarch  communicated  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  his  royal  highnefs’s  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament, Lord  Henry  Fitzgerald  moved,  that  an  addrefs  of  thanks  iliould  be 
prcfented  to  his  royal  highnefs  for  his  gracious  anfwer ; to  which  the  attorney 
general  objc6led,  as  a meafure  unprecedented  : but  it  having  been  urged  by 


* 9 Pari.  Deb.  p.  318. 

“ To  the  King’s  Moft  E.'icellent  Majesty.  ■ 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgelles  in  Parliament  affembled. 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ WE  your  majefty ’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  commons  of  Ireland, 
in  parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  majefty  our  alfurances  of  the  fmcere  and 
“ cordial  fatisfadtion,  witli  which  vve  are  penetrated  on  being  informed  from  the  throne,  by  your 
“ majefty’s  command,  that  it  has  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  your  majefty  the 
“ fevere  indifpofition  with  which  you  have  been  afflifted,  and  that  by  the  blefling  of  Almighty 
“ God  you  are  now  again  enabled  to  attend  to  the  urgent  concerns  of  your  kingdoms,  and  per- 
fonally  to  exercife  your  royal  authority. 

“ We  allure  your  majefty,  that  we  fliall  juftify  tlie  confidence  you  entertain,  that  we  lliall  cheer- 
fully  proceed  in  making  fuch  provifiou  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the  honorable  fupport  of  your  ma- 
“ jefty’s  government. 

“ We  ftiould  be  dead  to  every  generous  feeling,  Ihould  we  omit  to  acknowledge  your  majefty ’& 
“ unceafing  folicitude  for  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  or  to  fecond,  by  every  falutary  effort,  your  be- 
“ nevolent  wiflies  for  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

“ The  numerous  bleflings  derived  to  this  kingdom  from  your  majefty’s  aufpicious  reign,  are 
“ deeply  imprinted  in  our  bofoms,  and  fenfible  as  we  are  of  the  ineftimable  value  of  thefe  benefits, 
“ we  beg  leave  to  repeat  to  your  majefty,  upon  this  joyful  occafion,  our  moft  fincere  profeffions 
“ of  refpedl  and  attachment  to  your  royal  perfon,  family,  and  government. 

“ We  conclude  thefe  our  fervent  congratulations  with  devout  acknowledgments  to  the  Almighty 
for  this  fignal  inftance  of  his  goodnefs,  in  refloring  our  beloved  monarch  to  the  prayers  of  an  af- 
“ flidted  people  and  our  gratitude  for  fuch  a mark  of  the  divine  favor  j is  only  equalled  by  the  ar- 
dency  of  our  wilhes  for  the  continuance  of  your  majefty’s  health,  and  that  your  majefty  may 
" enjoy  that  invaluable  blelfing  during  a long  and  happy  reign.” 

VoL.  II. 


L L 


the 


266 


AX  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


the  M’hole  houfe,  he  explained,  that  he  was  ever  tenacious  of  the  forms  of  the 
houfe;  and  no  man  more  anxious  than  himfelf  to  teftify  his  refpedt  to  the 
prince.  It  was  carried  unanimouny.  On  the  next  day  Lord  Henry  Fitz- 
gerald reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  the  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  for  his  gracious  anfwer,  that  they  had  drawn 
up  an  *addrefs  accordingly. 

The 


* “ To  His  Royal  Highnefs  George,  Prince  of  Wales, 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgelfes  in  Parliament  affembled. 

May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 

“ WE,  his  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  commons  of  Ireland  in 
' ‘ parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  royal  highnefs  our  warmeft  thanks  for  your  an- 
''  fwer  to  our  addrefs.  / 

“ With  hearts  overflowing  with  the  livelieft  joy,  we  congratulate  with  your  royal  highnefs  upon 
the  happy  event  of  the  king's  recovery,  and  the  confequent  reaffumption  of  the  exercife  of  his 
" aufpicious  government  •,  an  event  highly  pleafing  to  the  fubjects  of  the  whole  empire,  but  pecu- 
“ liarly  grateful  to  a nation  fo  highly  indebted  to  their  moll  excellent  fovereign  during  the  whole 
“ courfe  of  his  reign ; and  we  rejoice  in  the  refleflion,  that  the  father  of  his  people  is  bleffed  with 
“ a fon,  who  is  likely,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  continue  to  his  majefly’s  loyal  and  afFe£lionate 
fubjeiSls  of  Ireland  the  bleffings  of  his  government. 

“ Thoroughly  confeious  tliat  nothing  can  add  more  to  that  efleem  which  your  royal  highnefs 
" has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  than  their  loyal  and  affeftionate 
attachment  to  the  perfon  and  government  of  the  king,  we  will  Readily  perfevere  in  thofe  princi- 
“ pies  of  duty,  loyalty,  and  affedlion,  which  have  fo  happily  recommended  them  to  the  favourable 
“ opinion  of  your  royal  highnefs. 

“ We  feel  the  highell  fatisfadion  in  finding  that  what  we  have  done,  and  our  manner  of  doing 
it,  have  received  your  approbation,  and  that  your  royal  highnefs  is  pleafed  to  confider  our  con- 
du6t  as  a proof  of  our  undirainifhed  duty  to  his  majefty,  our  uniform  attachment  to  the  Houfe  of 
Brunfwick,  and  our  conflant  care  and  attention  to  maintain  inviolate  the  concord  and  connexion 
“ between  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  w^e  confider  as  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  the  profperity,  the  happinefs  and  liberties  of  both ; and  we  beg  leave  to  alfure  your  royal 
“ highnefs,  that  from  thofe  principles  we  Ihall  never  depart. 

''  We  are  happy  to  find  that  your  royal  highnefs  confiders  our  juft  attention  to  his  majefty’s 
" royal  family,  and  the  provifion  made  by  us  for  preferving  the  authority  of  the  crown  in  its 
" conftitutional  energy,  as  the  raoft  unequivocal  proofs  w'hich  could  be  given  of  our  afte6lionate 
''  loyalty  to  the  beft  of  fovereigns,  at  tlie  melancholy  period  when,  by  an  affli£ling  difpenfation  of 
“ Providence,  his  government  had  fuftered  an  intermilfion,  and  his  illuftrious  houfe  was  deprived 
of  its  great  and  natural  proteftor. 

We  have  the  jufteft  reliance  on  the  moderation  of  the  views,  and  the  purity  of  the  intentions  of 
''  your  royal  highnefs,  and  we  have  the  fulleft  convidions  in  our  minds,  that  any  truft  which  could 
“ have  the  moft  diftant  tendency  to  rela.x  that  provident  vigilance  and  public  jealoufy,  which 
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Tlie  fpeaker  undertook  to  tranfmit  the  addrefs  to  Lord  Southampton ; and 
then  Mr.  Secretary  Fitzherbert  moved  to  adjourn  to  the  13th  of  April.  Du- 
ring this  interval  Mr.  Hobart  was  appointed  to  fucceed  iSIr.  Fitzherbert  as 
fecretary.  M'hen  the  houfc  met,  according  to  adjournment,  ^Ir.  Secretary 
Hobart  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  excellency  the 
lord  lieutenant  to  acquaint  them,  that  his  majefty  had  been  pleated  to  return 
the  following  moll:  gracious  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  : 

“ GEORGE  R. 

“ HIS  majefty  thanks  his  faithful  commons  for  their 
“ loyal  and  affectionate  addrefs,  and  for  their  aifurances  of  the  fmcere  and 
“ cordial  fatisfadtion  which  tliey  feel  on  the  interpofition  of  Divine  Provi- 
“ deuce  in  removing  from  him  the  fevere  indifpolition,  with  which  he  has 
“ been  afflicted. 

“ Nothing  can  be  more  fatisfaftory  to  his  majefty,  than  the  difpofitioii 
“ exprcfled  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  chcarfully  to  proceed  in  making 
“ fuch  provifions  as  are  nccellary  for  the  honorable  fupport  of  his  majefty 's 
“ government. 

“ He  receives  with  the  greatcfl  pleafure  the  acknowledgements  of  the 
“ Houfe  of  Commons,  of  their  fenfe  of  the  folicitude  which  his  majefty  can 

ought  to  watch  over  the  exercife  of  power,  would  not  have  been  acceptable  to  the  exalted  fenti- 
“ ments  of  your  royal  highnefs,  whofe  underftanding  and  principles  are  rendered  more  valuable  by 
“ the  generous  and  affedtionate  heart  which  animates  their  didates. 

We  can  with  the  greateft  truth  moft  folemnly  alfure  your  royal  highnefs,  that  it  is  the  ardent 
with  of  the  parliament  and  people  of  Ireland  to  continue  to  cultivate  the  harmony  and  infeparable 
“ interefts  of  the  two  kingdoms,  firmly  convinced,  that  in  their  mutual  perfed  freedom  they  will 
" find  the  clofeft,  as  well  as  the  happieft  bond  of  their  connexion ; and  we  offer  our  warmefi  ac- 
knowledgements  to  your  royal  highnefs  for  your  recommendation  to  us  to  perfevere  in  fuch  a 
condud,  and  confider  your  royal  highnefs’s  recommendation,  fo  worthy  tJie  high  Ration  in  which 
you  are  placed,  as  an  additional  proof  of  your  attention  to  tlie  welfare  of  both  countries, 

“ We  affure  3'our  royal  highnefs,  that  if  any  thing  could  add  to  the  exultation  of  our  minds  at 
the  happy  event  of  the  recovery  of  our  moft  beloved  fovereign,  it  would  be  the  pleafure,  which 
“ we  feel  in  refleding,  that  the  heir  to  his  majefty’s  crown  inherits  the  virtues  of  his  royal  father  3 
“ virtues,  which  every  part  of  j'our  royal  highnefs’s  condud,  during  the  late  melancholy  and  trying 
" occafion,  has  placed  in  the  moft  illuftrious  point  of  view  j and  the  repeated  marks  of  gracioufnefs 
" and  condefeenfion,  with  which  your  royal  highnefs  has  been  pleafed  to  honor  the  two  houfes  of 
" parliament,  muft  ever  remain  impreffed  in  the  moft  indelible  charadersof  aftedion  and  gratitude 
on  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Ireland.” 
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“ never  ceafe  to  entertain  for  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  their  profef- 
“ fions  of  refpecl  and  attachment  to  his  perfon,  family  and  government. 

“ G.  R.” 

It  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journals,  and  an  addrefs  of  thanks  was 
voted.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Grattan  prefented  to  the  houfe,  according  to 
order,  a bill  for  the  better  fecuring  the  freedom  of  ele6lions  of  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament,  by  difabling  certain  officers  employed  in  the  colle6tion  or 
management  of  his  majefty’s  revenues  from  giving  their  votes  at  fuch  elec- 
tions ; which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time,  and  then  Mr.  Secretary 
Hobart  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  was  diredted  by  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant,  to  deliver  the  following  meffage  to  the  houfe: 

“ NUGENT  BUCKINGHAM. 

“ HIS  majefty  having  appointed  Thurfday  the  23d  of  this 

inftant  April,  to  be  obferved  as  a day  of  public  thankfgiving  to  Almighty 
“ God,  for  that  fignal  interpofition  of  his  good  providence,  which  hath  re- 
“ moved  from  his  majefty  the  late  illnefs,  Avith  Avhich  he  had  been  afiflidted  ; 
“ and  a proclamation  having  been  ilfued  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  the  privy 
“ council  of  this  kingdom  for  the  folemn  obfervance  of  that  day,  I intend  to 
“ go  to  the  cathedral  of  Chrill  Church  to  attend  divine  fervice  upon  that 
“ occafion,  and  have  given  the  neceffary  orders  for  providing  convenient 
“ places  in  the  faid  cathedral  for  the  members  of  this  houfe. 

“ N.  B.’^ 

On  the  21  ft  of  April  feveral  petitions  from  revenue  officers  and  others  were 
prefented  to  the  houfe  againft  the  bill  then  pending,  which  intended  to  deprive 
them  of  their  elective  franchife,  upon  Avhich  a very  long  and  warm  debate 
enfued.  In  vain  Avere  all  arguments  draAvn  from  reafon,  laAV,  and  conftitu- 
tion  urged  by  the  fupporters  of  the  bill ; in  A'ain  Avas  the  example  of  England 
fet  forth  in  pointed  relevancy  to  that  kingdom ; in  vain  Avas  it  prefled  upon 
the  houfe,  that  the  bill  under  their  confideration,  nearly  in  the  fame  Avoids, 
had  pafled  that  houfe  Avith  the  entire  confent  of  moft  of  the  members,  Avho 
Avere  noAv  taught  to  exclaim  againft  it,  as  an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people;  that  fuch  a bill,  Avith  the  confent  and  approbation  of  its  prefent  moft 
Vehement  opponents,  had  palled  the  commons,  had  been  tranfmitted  under 
the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  and  returned  under  the  great  feal  of  England; 
Avhich,  though  loft  in  the  lords,  had  not  been  reje6ted  upon  its  merits;  but 
had  fliared  the  fate  of  the  miuiftry,  Avhich  had  efpoufed  it ; that  the  people 
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had  then  loft  a good  minifliy  and  a good  bill.  The  ferment  occafioned  in  the 
commons  by  the  late  alarm  had  now  nearly  fubfided  ; the  re-eftablidiment  of 
the  old  fyltem,  and  the  difappearance  of  any  immediate  change  in  adminiftra- 
tion,  had  brought  back  moft  of  the  fugitives  to  their  Ration,  and  upon  the 
divifion  there  were  found  only  93  for  the  committal  of  the  bill,  and  148 
againft  it. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  Sir  Henry  Cavendilli,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  police  accounts,  delivered  in  their  report,*  upon  v'hich  they  had  come  to 
two  refolutions:  Hi,  That  it  had  appeared  to  them,  that  the  police  eftabliih- 
ment  had  been  attended  Avith  unnecefiary  patronage,  Avafte  and  dilTipation. 
2d,  That  it  was  their  opinion,  that  the  peace  and  protedion  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  might  be  more  effe6lually  maintained  at  a Ids  expence,  and  that  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  the  police  eftabliflmient  ought  to  be  changed.  And  when 
tlie  fpeaker  put  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  refolution,  the  attorney-ge- 
neral objeded.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  called  upon  the  houfe  to 
agree  to  a report  founded  on  evidence  from  partial  inveftigation,  that  Avas 
ex  parte  garbled  or  felcded.  IleAvas  ftrongly  rebuked  by  Mr.  Grattan,  Avith 
the  indecency  of  imputing  to  a moft  refpcctable  committee,  after  a laborious 
inveftigation,  the  foul  charge  of  garbling  andfeleding  the  evidence.  A vio- 
lent and  intemperate  debate  enfued,  in  Avhich  nothing  neAV'  occurred,  but 
the  ingenuity  of  drclTing  up  former  arguments:  both  fides  infilling  that  ex- 
perience confirmed  their  fupport  of  or  oppofition  to  the  original  meafure  : 
this  had  ev’er  been  a fav’orite  objed  Avlth  gOA’ernment,  and  Avas  Achemently 
fupported  by  a majority  of  132,  againll  78  ; and  the  report  at  the  motion  of 
the  attorney-general  Avas  rejeded.t  The  houfe  having  by  this  time  been 
nearly  man'halled  into  their  former  ranks,  IVIr.  Grattan  thought  it  ufelefs  to 
divide  them  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  place  bill,  on  the  30th  of  April  ; 
it  AA’as  negatived  Avithout  a divifion.  The  only  fubjed  particularly  interefting 

* p Par.  Deb.  p.  394.  This  report  which  is  fingularly  curious,  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  LXXXII. 

f 9 Par.  Deb.  p.  424.  When  this  debate  was  over  and  the  divifion  fettled,  Mr.  Conolly  faid 
the  gentlemen  were  pertedly  confiflent,  in  fupporting  a ruinous  and  expenfive  fyftem  of  patronage, 
that  they  themfelves  had  inllituted,  and  that  they  were  alfo  confiflent  in  now  endeavouring  to  ftig- 
naatize  the  men,  who  had  brought  their  dark,  corrupt,  fyflem  to  light ; men,  who  for  honor,  pro- 
bity, and  integrity,  could  not  be  excelled  in  his  majefly’s  dominions.  But  hedefired  gentlemen 
not  to  exult  j their  exultation  would  be  but  of  a Ihort  duration,  as  the  law  complained  of  mufl, 
from  its  enormity,  ere  long  fall  to  the  ground. 
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to  the  hifloiy  of  Ireland,  M’hich  came  before  parliament  during  the  remain- 
der of  that  felfion,  was  the  fubje6l  of  tithes  : Mr.  Grattan  having  prefented 
to  the  houfe  according  to  order,  a bill  to  appoint  commiffioners  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  enquiring  into  the  date  of  tithes  in  the  dilferent  provinces  of  that 
kingdom,  and  to  reporta  plan  for  afeertaining  the  fame  : he  followed  up  his 
motion  with  a very  elaborate,  indruclive,  and  eloquent  fpeech*  upon  this 
important  national  objedi.  The  houfe  adjourned  from  the  8th  to  the  25th 
of  IMay,  on  which  day  the  lord  lieutenant  prorogued  the  parliament,  and 
made  a fpeech  of  a general  nature,  without  a word  of  reference  to  any  of 
the  extraordinary  circumftances  of  the  feldon. 

Certain  it  is,  that  no  viceroy  ever  enjoyed  a fmaller  diare  of  popularity  in 
Ireland,  than  the  IMarquis  of  Buckingham.  Either  the  natural  referve  or  the 
hauteur  of  his  charadier  made  him  perfonally  difreliflied,  even  by  his  friends 
and  fupporters.  In  order  to  raife  an  appearance  at  lead  of  popularity,  his 
creatures  procured  (not  without  fome  didiculty)  an  addrefs  from  the  county 
of  Weftmeath,  in  which  the  bulk  of  his  lady’s  property  lay,  and  which  fu- 
perabounds  with  the  name  of  Nugent.  The  example,  however,  was  not 
followed  up  by  other  counties.  The  redoration  of  his  majedy’s  health  in- 
ftantly  brought  back  a majority  of  the  late  deferters  to  their  ranks.  But  the 
viceroy’s  refufal  to  tranfmit  the  addrefs  of  parliament  was  indignantly  refent- 
ed  by  thofe  members  of  any  independence  or  principle,  who  had  joined  in 
it.  A mod  determined  oppofition  was  the  confequence.  The  imperious  mind 
of  the  viceroy  once  more  triumphant  in  the  return  of  his  numbers  to  their 
pods,  was  dill  exafperated  that  the  great  popular  leaders,  chiefs  of  the  clans 
and  podedbrs  of  the  natural  intered  of  the  country  were  redive  to  his  didiates, 
and  knit  by  a common  principle  into  a clofer  and  more  formidable  oppofition, 
than  he  had  hitherto  experienced.  His  excellency  lamented,  that  in  fpite  of 
his  avowed  principles  of  oeconomy,  he  was  now  compelled  to  refort  to  Lord 
Townlhend's  ruinous  fyftem  of  purchafing  votes  by  retail,  in  order  to  break 
•through  this  new  combination  of  an  Iridi  aridocracy.  No  bounds,  no  re- 
ferve, no  decency,  were  kept  in  this  new  canvafs  for  parliamentary  induence: 
the  market  became  overt,  and  the  prices  of  boroughs,  and  pieces  of  boroughs, 
of  votes  and  titles,  and  peerages  were  brought  to  as  regular  a dandard,  as 
•bullion  at  the  mint.  Not  a peerage,  not  an  honor,  not  a place,  not  a pen- 

* It  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXXXIII,  9 Par.  Deb.  p.  464. 
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fion  was  dlfpofed  of  but  immediately  by  government  for  paiiiamentaiy  in- 
tereft,  influence,  or  eng-agements,  varying  by  gradation  from  the  price  of  a clofe 
borough  to  a vote  upon  a fingle  queftion.  Every  place,  office  or  emolument, 
that  could  be  refumed  by  government,  were  granted  out  upon  new  terms  for 
future  fervices.  The  Duke  of  Leinfter,  JMr.  G.  Ponfonby,  i\Ir.  Fitzherbert, 
and  every  perfon  holding  place,  office,  or  penfion  at  pleafure,  were  difplaced 
or  deprived  for  having  joined  in  the  addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  A crea- 
tion of  eight  peerages  took  place,  and  numerous  new  appointments  were 
made.  It  was  objected  to  the  iHarquis  of  Buckingham’s  adminiftration,  that 
notwithftanding  his  boafted  profeffions  of  occonomizing  for  the  nation,  he 
had  encreafed  the  penfion  lift  by  5000/.  per  annum,  that  by  his  fplitting 
places,  reviving  dormant  unneceffary  employments,  and  encreafmg  falaries, 
he  had  burthened  the  nation  with  the  additional  perpetuity  of  2800/.  per 
annum,  and  had  chiefly  {elected  his  own  family  connections  and  other 
ftrangers,  fome  of  low  and  mean  degree,  for  the  objeCts  of  his  bounty,  to 
the  exclufion  of  well  meaning  and  well  qualified  natives.  Aloft  certain  it  is’, 
that  the  Alarquis  of  Buckingham  generally  difliked  the  Irifli,  and  was  dif- 
liked  by  them. 

The  leaders  of  oppofition  had  found  it  advifeable,  as  has  been  obferved, 
in  order  to  confolidate  their  force  into  a common  centre  of  union,  to  efta^ 
blilh  a new  political  fociety  under  the  denomination  of  the  Whig  Club ; an 
inftitution  highly  obnoxious  to  the  cafile  : they  adopted  the  fame  principles, 
were  clad  in  the  fame  uniform  of  blue  and  buff,  and  profelTedly  aCted  in  con- 
cert with  the  Whig  Club  of  England.  At  the  head  of  this  club  were  the 
Duke  of  Leinfter,  the  Earl  of  Cliarlemont,  Air.  Conolly,  Air.  Grattan,  Mr. 
Forbes,  both  the  Aleffieurs  Ponfonby,  Air.  Curran,  and  a number  of  leading- 
members  of  oppofition  in  both  houfes.  It  was  a rendezvous  and  round  of 
cabinet  dinners  for  the  oppofition.  Here  weie  planned  and  arranged  all  the 
mcafures  for  attack  on  the  minillry.  Each  member  had  his  meafure  or  his 
queftion  in  turn ; the  plans  of  debate  and  manoeuvre  were  preconcerted,  and 
to  each  M as  affigned  that  lhare  of  the  attack  he  M*as  moft  competent  to  main- 
tain. This  club  aided  by  the  affiftance  of  fome  of  the  popular  netvfpapers, 
continued  to  announce  its  days  of  dining,  to  proclaim  its  fentiments  in  the 
ffiape  of  refolutions,  or  announce  them  obliquely  in  the  fliape  of  anonymous 
paragraphs.  Their  fpeeches  generally  retailed  Mjth  point,  virulence  and  acri- 
mony, always  turned  upon  the  prolific  chapter  of  government  and  parlia- 
mentary 
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mentary  abufes,  were  calculated  to  work  upon  the  pafTions  more  than  to 
guide  tlie  fobcr  reafon  of  the  multitude.*  Such  in  truth  has  generally  Ix^en 

the 

* It  has  of  late  years  unfortunately  been  fo  prevailing  a rage  on  both  fides  of  the  leading  poli- 
tical queftions,  to  attribute  to  their  antagonifts  falfe  motives,  views,  and  grounds  for  their  conduct, 
that  the  hillorian,  who  fupports  the  principles  of  either,  will  be  naturally  difcredited  by  thoi'e 
readers,  who  happen  to  differ  from  him  in  opinion  : it  is  not  his  ^luty  to  adjudge  the  condu6t  of  the 
aftors  in  tliofe  fcenes,  which  he  has  undertaken  to  retail  and  faithfully  to  reprefent.  The  late  Earl 
of  Clare  in  his  fpeech  for  the  union  (p.  5g.)  has  left  the  following  portrait  of  the  Whig  Club  of 
Ireland.  “ The  better  to  effedluate  the  great  national  objedts  of  a limitation  of  the  penfion  lift, 
“ an  exclufion  of  penfioners  from  tire  Houfe  of  Commons,  a reftriction  of  placemen,  who  fliould 
fit  tliere,  and  a refponfibility  for  the  receipt  and  iffue  of  the  public  treai'ury,  a Whig  Club  W'a.s 
" announced  in  a raanifefto,  figncd  and  counterhgncd,  charging  the  Britltli  government,  as  James  I. 
“ has  fince  been  charged,  with  a deliberate  and  fyftematic  intention  of  fapping  the  liberties,  and 
“■  fubverting  the  parliament  of  Ireland.  All  perfons  of  congenial  charadtcr  and  fentiment  were 
“ invited  to  range  under  the  Whig  banner,  for  the  eftablifliment  and  protedlion  of  the  Irifti  confti- 
tution,  on  the  model  of  the  Revolution  lO'SR  ; and  under  this  banner  was  ranged  fuch  a motley 
“ colledtion  of  congenial  charadters,  as  never  before  were  aflembled  for  die  reformation  of  the 
“ ftate.  Mr.  Napper  Tandy  w'as  received  by  acclamation,  as  a ftatefman  too  important  and  illuf- 
“ trious  to  be  committed  to  die  hazard  of  a ballot.  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  allb  repaired  to  the 
“ Whig  banner.  Unfortunately,  the  political  career  of  thefe  gentlemen  has  been  arrefted  : Mr, 
Tandy’s  by  attainder  of  felony,  and  an  attainder  of  treafon  ; Mr.  Hamilton  Row^an’s  by  an  at- 
“ tainder  of  treafon.  The  Whig  fccretary,  if  he  does  not  ftand  in  the  fame  predicament,  is  now  a pri- 
foner  at  the  mercy  of  the  crown,  on  his  own  admiflion  of  his  U'eafons  j and  if  I do  not  miftake, 
“ the  whole  fociety  of  Irith  Whigs  have  been  admitted,  ad  eundew,  by  their  Whig  brediren  of 
“ England.  In  the  fury  of  political  refentment,  fome  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  firft  rank 
“ in  this  country  ftboped  to  affociate  with  the  refufe  of  the  community,  men  whofe  principles 
they  thus  held  in  abhorrence,  and  whofe  manners  and  deportment  muft  always  have  excited  their 
“ difguft.” 

Mr.  Grattan  has  left  the  following  Iketch  of  it.  The  work  complains  of  the  Whig  Club. 
“ The  rainifter  w'as  the  author  of  it.  His  doftrines  and  his  half  million  were  the  authors  of  it. 
“ But  clubs  of  this  kind  are  only  preferred  by  violence.  That  violence  did  happen.  An  attack 
“ was  made  on  the  rights  of  the  city,  a dodtrine  was  promulgated,  that  the  common  council  had 
“ no  right  to  put  a negative  on  the  lord  mayor,  chofen  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  except  the  board 
“ itfelf  fliould  affenttothe  negative  put  on  its  own  choice,  this  doctrine  was  advanced  by  the  court, 
" to  fecure  the  eleftioh  of  the  mayor  to  itfelf ; in  the  courfe  of  the  conteft,  a minifter  involved 
“ himfelf  in  a perfonal  altercation  w'ith  the  citizens : with  Mr.  Tandy,  he  had  carried  on  a long 
war,  and  with  various  fuccefs  ■,  he  was  now  involved  in  an  altercation  more  general,  in  the 
compafs  of  his  wrath,  he  paid  his  compliments  to  the  Whig  Club,  and  that  club  advanced  the 
ftiield  of  a free  people  over  the  rights  of  the  city,  and  humbled  a minifter  in  the  prefence  of 
thofe  citizens,  whole  privileges  he  had  invaded,  and  whofe  perfons  he  had  calumniated.” 


The 


OF  THE  S^FATE  OF  IRELAND. 


273 


tlic  fyftem  of  taking  an  ungenerous  advantage  of  the  Iiifli  charadter.  A 
people  of  quick  impulfe,  ardent  fympathy,  and  inconfiderate  refolution, 
was  always  ready  to  anticipate  rather  than  check  any  plan,  that  fummoned 
their  a6tion  or  intrepidity. 

The  public  thankfgiving  for  the  king's  recovery  was  attended  with  every 
folemnity,  that  the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  admit,  on  the  23d  of  April, 
l/SQ,  in  the  cathedral  of  Chrift’s  Church  : and  on  different  days,  particular 
fervices  were  performed  in  every  church  and  chapel  throughout  the  nation. 
A moft  folemn  high  mafs  was  performed,  with  a new  grand  Te  Deum,  com- 
pofed  on  the  occalion  by  the  celebrated  Giordani,  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
chapel  of  Francis-ftreet.  And  as  a happy  inftance  of  the  increafing  libera- 
lity of  the  times,  feveral  of  the  firft  Protefiant  nobility  and  gentry  aflihed  at 
it.*  On  the  5th  of  IMay,  a moft  fuperb  gala  was  given  at  the  caftle  in  com- 
memoration 


. The  coTiteft  between  the  minifter  and  Mr.  Tandy,  to  which  Mr.  Grattan  referred,  was  as  follow's : 
Mr.  Tandy  at  the  head  of  a party  of  the  common  council,  oppofed  the  elefliion  of  one  Alderman 
James  to  this  office  of  lord  mayor  for  the  enfuing  year,  though  the  choice  were  almoft  a matter  of 
courfe  in  the  order,  if  not  magiftrates  feniority.  INIr.  Tandy’s  oppofition  was  founded  upon  a 
charge  of  his  being  the  (lave  and  creature  of  the  caftle.  After  a long  contefl;  which  lafted  all  night, 
Mr.  Tandy  fucceeded  in  the  rejedlion  of  Alderman  James,  and  in  the  choice  of  Alderman  Howifon 
in  his  room.  This  produced  an  appeal  to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council,  to  whofe  ultimate 
approbation  the  choice  of  the  chief  magiftrate  was  fubjetft.  Lord  Fitzgibbon  (then  lately  promot- 
ed to  the  feals)  prefided  as  chancellor,  hir.  Tandy  and  his  chofen  alderman  attended,  with  MelTrs. 
Ponfonby  and  Curran,  as  their  council.  Alderman  James  had  the  Recorder  and  Dr.  Duignan. 
The  matter  was  folemnly  argued.  The  council  chamber  was  thrown  open  as  a public  court,  and 
extremely  crowded  with  citizens.  Several  perfonal  afperities  pafl'ed  between  the  chancellor  and 
Mr.  Curran  : and  fome  coarfe  fatire  was  attempted  by  Dr.  Duignan  againft  the  Icowling  eyes,  and 
haggard  looks,  fallow  complexion,  and  failitious  principles  of  Mr.  Tandy.  The  caftle  looking  upon 
Alderman  James  as  the  viAim  of  their  caufe,  ftrongly  efpoufed  his  intereft : but  the  law  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Ponfonby,  was  fo  clearly  decifive,  that  all  that  was  attempted,  w^as  to  fend  the  parties  back 
to  a new  eleftion,  which  was  again  decided  in  favor  of  Alderman  Howifon,  which  was  finally  con- 
firmed by  the  lord  lieutenant  in  council.  This  event  gave  triumph  and  exultation  to  Mr.  Tandy 
as  a patriot,  a fecond  Lucas,  and  lie  afterwards  commanded  a ftrong  influence  in  the  common 
council. 

* The  Catholics,  who  had  received  more  favors  from  his  prefent  gracious  majefty,  than  from  all 
his  predecefTors  colle6tively,  fince  Henry  11.  were  gratefully  fenfibleof  the  favor  of  God  in  reftoring 
the  health  of  their  beloved  fovereign,  and  were  prominently  confpicuous  in  returning  tlieir  folemn 
thanks  to  the  Deity.  So  illuftrious  an  afferablage  had  never  met  in  a Catholic  place of  worfhip  in  that 
kingdom  fince  the  reformation.  Befides  the  principal  part  of  their  own  nobility  and  gentry,  there 
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memoration  of  the  happy  recovery  of  his  majefty  ; but  none  of  thofe  gentle- 
men were  invited  to  partake  of  it,  who  liad  voted  for  the  addrefs.  A mark- 
ed fign  of  reprobation  was  put  on  tlieir  heads  : and  fo  ftrongiy  was  the  fpirit 
of  party  kept  up,  that  in  the  lift  of  toads  drank  after  dinner  at  the  caftle, 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of  York  were  purpofely  omitted.*  The  ex- 
traordinary zeal  and  exertions  of  the  attorney-general  on  this  late  as  well  as 
former  occafions  in  fupport  of  government,  were  rewarded  with  the  great 
feal  of  Ireland,  which  had  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  Lord  Lifford : 
and  he  became  the  firft  Irilh  chancellor  appointed  by  England. 

The  JMarquis  of  Buckingham  v as  little  fatisfied  with  his  fituation  in  Ire- 
land : for  although  he  had  regained  a majority  in  parliament,  he  nevTr  more 
experienced  any  fliare  of  that  popularity,  which  was  fmcerely  fliewn  to  him 
on  his  firft  acceptance  of  the  viceroyalty  in  Lord  Shelburne’s  adminiftration : 
the  fpirit  of  party  ran  fo  high,  and  the  chief  governor  grew  daily  fo  unpopular, 

were  prefent  on  the  occalion  the  Duke  of  Leinfter,  the  Earls  andCountefles  of  Belvedere,  Arran  and 
Portarlington,  Countefles  of  Carhampton  and  Ely,  Lords  Tyrone,  Valentia  and  Delvin,  Mr.  D. 
La  Touche  and  family,  Mr.  Grattan,  Major  Doyle,  Mrs.  Jeffries,  Mrs.  Trant,  and  feveral  otlier 
perfons  of  the  firft  diftinction. 

* Immediately  after  the  health  of  the  king  and  queen  had  been  drank,  tliat  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as 
the  friend  of  Ireland,  was  given  with  three  times  three.  Thefe  minute  circumftances  are  noticed, 
becaufe  in  Ireland  no  fmall  importance  is  annexed  to  fuch  feftive  ceremonials,  as  it  has  been  obferved 
1 vol.  p.  SlO.  The  fyftem  of  creating  difunion  amongft  the  different  branches  of  the  royal  family, 
was  not  confined  to  Ireland.  England  gave  the  example.  Even  the  unfortunate  affair  between  the 
Duke  of  York  and  Colonel  Lennox  afforded  fielh  matter  for  family  jealoufy  and  difference.  The 
delay  of  introducing  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Clarence  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  arofe  from 
that  execrable  fpirit  of  difunion.  That  young  prince,  who  graced  his  exalted  rank  by  a clofe  at- 
tention to  his  profeflional  duties,  fuperadded  to  his  native  and  acquired  endowments,  a characteriftical 
warmth  of  family  affedtion  and  domeftic  fympathy.  It  waspropofed  that  his  royal  highnefs  Ihould 
be  introduced  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  He  modeftly  and  naturally  ob- 
ferved, that  he  had  two  brothers  in  the  houfe.  It  was  notwithftanding  urged,  that  he  muft  be  in- 
troduced  by  the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and  Chandos.  His  royal  highnefs  finding  his  two  brothers  pro- 
feribed  replied,  that  he  had  two  uncles  in  the  houfe,  by  whom  he  wiflied  to  be  introduced  : this 
was  not  admiflible  : the  Duke  of  Richmond  w^as  ftill  infifted  upon,  and  his  royal  highnefs  declined 
the  ceremony,  till  a fort  of  compromife  was  agreed  to  by  fubftiiuting  the  Duke  ot  Montague  for 
the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

To  thefe  marked  attempts  at  mortifying  and  humiliating  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Mr.  Grattan  alluded 
in  a fpeech  upon  this  viceroy’s  adminiftration  in  the  follow  ing  words,  (lO  Par.  Deb.  l6.)  “ fome  of 
“ thofe  members  having  committed  in  Ireland  exceffes  far  beyond  thofe  whicli  faliehood  prefumed 
“ to  prophecy,  to  difparage  the  fecond  perfonage  in  thefe  dominions.” 
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that  to  avoid  perfonal  outrage,  in  the  month  of  June  lie  fecretly  took  lliip- 
ping*  for  England,  and  never  more  returned  to  Ireland.  On  the  30th  of 
June,  1789,  the  new  chancellor  Lord  Fitzgibbon  and  ■Mr.  Fofter  the  fpeaker 
were  fworn  in  lords  juftices.  After  fo  much  party  difference  and  dilVention 
in  the  capital,  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
provinces  fliould  be  encreafed.  The  wretched  and  reftlefs  poor  in  blunder 
began  once  more  to  break  out  into  new  difturbances.  Whilft  they  expected 
redrefs,  the  country  remained  quiet : but  after  the  rifmg  of  the  parliament 
and  the  failure  of  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  for  an  inveftigation  of  their  grie- 
vances, the  difturbances  recommenced,  and  it  was  found  neceffary  to  en- 
creafe  the  military  force  in  thofe  diftrifts,  that  manifcfted  the  mod  difpofition 
to  riot. 

The  unhappy  differences  of  the  Peep  of  Day  Boys  and  Defenders  fo  far 
from  being  compofed  or  fettled  had  confidej-ably  iucreafed,  both  in  extent 
and  rancour  fmce  the  lad  year:  and  ft  is  a lamentable  truth,  that  their  en- 
mity was  fomented  by  many  of  the  fuperior  orders,  for  the  diabolical  pur- 
pofe  of  breaking  up  the  union  of  the  Protedants  and  Catholics,  which  had 
been  effefted  by  ferving  together  as  volunteers,  and  was  one  of  the  effects 
of  that  fydem,  which  the  goA  ernment  appeared  mod  to  dread.  Reports  were' 
indudrioudy  fet  adoat,  and  greedily  credited  by  mod  Protedants  of  the 
county  of  Armagh,  who  long  had  been  pre-eminent  amongd  their  brethren 
for  their  zealous  antipathy  to  Popeiy,  that  if  Catholics,  who  had  obtained 
arms,  and  learned  the  ufe  of  them  during  the  Avar,  Avere  permitted  to  retain 
them,  they  would  foon  be  ufed  in  erecting  Popery  on  the  ruins  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion.  Where  the  dame  of  fanaticifin  once  takes,  it  is  fcarcely  to  be 
extinguidied  but  by  extermination.  The  defenders  had  long  and  frequently 
complained,  that  all  their  efforts  .to  procure  legal  redrefs  againd  the  outrages 
committed  upon  them  by  the  Peep  of  Day  Boys  Avere  unavailing : that  their 
oppreffors  appeared  to  be  rather  countenanced,  than  checked  by  the  civil 

* His  excellency  took  fliipping  from  Mr.  Lee’s  elegant  A illa  at  the  Black  Rock.  It  was  obferved 
by  Mr.  Charles  O’Neale,  in  a debate  10  P.  D,  p.  118,  that  if  he  had  not  taken  a back-ftairs  depar- 
ture from  that  kingdom,  he  would  in  all  probability  have  been  greeted  on  his  retreat  in  a very  dif- 
ferent manner  from  what  he  had  been  on  his  arrival  in  Ireland. 
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power ; and  that  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe  had  driven  them  into  *counter- 
combinations  to  defend  their  lives  and  properties  againft  thefe  uncontrolled 

marauders. 

* The  form  of  the  oath  and  rules  of  the  defenders,  faid  to  have  been  found  and  fent  to  govern- 
ment by  the  Dean  of  Raphoe  during  the  adminiftratiou  of  Lord  Buckingham,  fhews  how  far  tliey 
were  at  this  time  organized. 

The  Oath. 

I A.  B.  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  do  fwear  to  be  true  to  one  another,  will  affift  one 
another  abroad  and  at  home,  and  there  are  none  to  be  admitted  without  the  eonfent  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  faid  body  j and  tliey  muft  in  all  things  be  under  fubjettion  to  the  faid  com- 
mittee in  all  things  that  are  lawful,  and  not  otherwife } and  all  words  and  figns  to  be  kept  fecret 
from  all  that  are  not  concerned  or  forfeit  this  oath,  and  we  are  to  meet  once  a month  where  the 
committee  thinks  proper,  and  we  are  to  fpend  what  is  agreeable  to  the  company  ; and  any  perfoir 
giving  a lawful  reafon  for  his  abfence,  he  is  not  to  be  under  cenfure  ; and  all  perfons  entering  mull 
be  under  all  rules  and  regulations  appointed  by  the  faid  committee  5 and  as  in  our  former  oath  we 
are  bound  to  his  majefty  King  George  III.  and  his  fuccellbrs  to  the  crown,  fo  for  this  prefent  year 
1789,  we  promife  faithfully  the  fame  obedience,  and  all'o  while  we  live  fubjedt  to  the  fame  go- 
vernment. 

Rules  fo  be  ohfened. 

ifl.  There  is  no  defender  to  ftrike  one  anotlier  upon  any  account ; or  if  they  do,,  to  be  excluded 
the  company  as  long^as  the  committee  thinks  proper. 

' 2d.  There  is  no  perfon  to  come  to  the  monthly  meeting  drunk  ; or  if  they  do,  to  pay  llxpence, 
and  to  be  excluded  for  three  months. 

Sd.  There  is  no  perfon  on  any  account  to  fwear  or  fpeak  loud  in  the  company,  and  for  every 
oath  they  are  to  pay  what  the  committee  thinks  proper. 

4th.  There  is  no  perfon  that  formerly  belonged  to  another  body  (that  is  to  fay,  a llrange  body) 
to  be  accepted  without  a line  from  tlie  body  he  formerly  belonged  to. 

5 th.  There  is  no  perfon  to  let  any  one  know  who  belongs  to  their  body,  but  thofe  who  went  un- 
der the  obligation. 

6 th.  There  is  no  body  of  men  to  go  to  a challenge  without  leave  of  three  of  the  committee  at 
lead. 

7 th.  There  is  no  body  to  get  a copy  of  thefe  without  the  leave  of  the  grand  mailer  appointed  by 
the  general  year’s  meeting,  or  deputies  appointed  by  the  faid  grand  mailer,  or  his  committee. 

8th.  Let  no  perfon  know  no  words  or  figns  without  being  concerned,  and  they  are  not  empow- 
ered to  give  or  make  known  by  either  words  or  figns  or  tokens  any  that  may  hereafter  come  forth, 
or  make  it  known  to  any  company  or  body  but  ourfelves,  or  our  body. 

9th.  There  is  no  defender  to  make  himfelf  known  as  a defender  after  being  excluded,  under  fear  ’ 
of  pajury  ; and  each  man  continuing  fix  months  from  this  day  mull  find  a gun  and  bayonet,  with 
other  necelfary  accoutrements,  or  be  excluded  at  the  option  of  the  committee. 

Given  under  our  hands,  from  the  Grange  committee  to  the  committee  of  Barrickarnan,  body  of 
defenders  No.  1,  for  the  county  of  Louth.  1/ 
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marauders.  Whilft  thefe  petty,  but  fatal  internal  hoftilities  were  confined 
cbierly  to  the  county  of  Armagh,  it  appears,  that  the  defenders  had  generally 
remained  palTive  according  to  their  firft  inftitution  and  appellation ; and  that 
they  only  became  aggreflbrs,  when  tliey  afterwards  were  compelled  to  emi- 
grate from  their  country.  Their  hoftility  was  now  at  its  height : govern- 
ment fent  down  two  troops  to  quell  them,  but  above  fifty  on  both  fides  had 
been  killed  in  an  affray  before  the  horfe  arrived.  Tranquillity  lafted,  whilft 
the  troops  remained.  But  it  was  impolfible,  that  a large  alfemblage  of  men, 
void  of  education,  prudence,  or  control,  Ihould  long  remain  together  with- 
out mifchief. 

A very  important  change  b.ad  taken  place  within  the  laft  ten  years  in  the 
political  fcntiments  of  the  Irifh  nation.  The  American  conteft  for  liberty 
had  roufed  Ireland  to  think  more  pradtically  and  firmly  upon  her  owa 
civil  rights ; the  fatal  mifconducl  of  the  Britifli  miniftry  of  that  day  had 
made  them  an  armed  people,  and  they  fhortly  after  became  an  independent 
nation.  The  fruition  of  recently  acquired  polfeffions  is  ever  keener  than  the 
enjoyment  of  thofe,  which  have  attended  us  from  the  cradle.  The  late  civil 
advantages,  which  liad  been  acrpiired  either  by  alfertion  or  concefiion  u'ere 
firm  fteps  to  the  Irifh  to  afcend  to  the  perfect  level  of  that  conftitutional 
freedom,  which  was  the  boaft  of  Great  Britain,  but  from  Avhich  it  ftill  ap- 
peared ber  policy  to  exclude  ber  fifter  kingdom.  The  moft  complete  legifia- 
tive  independence,  that  could  either  be  demanded  or  admitted,  never  would 
deftroy  the  fubordination  of  the  Irifli  cabinet  and  adminiftration.  Hence 
the  baneful  fource  of  Irifh  infelicity,  and  the  imperious  neceffity  of  an  incor- 
porate union,  in  order  to  eradicate  every  fibre,  from  which  the  moft  puny 
fucker  of  that  deleterious  fyftem  could  revive.  Notwithftanding  all  the  de- 
clarations, repeals,  and  renunciations  on  our  part,  it  Avas  phylically  iinpof- 

We,  the  committee  of  No.  18,  do  certify  the  bearer,  Michael  Moor,  that  he  has  gone  through 
the  rules  and  obligations  of  a brother  defender  j and  at  his  requeft  he  delires  to  be  difcharged  tliat  he 
may  join  your  body. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  Dumbanagher,  tliis  24th  day  of  April,  1789. 

Edward  Bradley, 

Owen  Bradley, 

Patrick  Lees, 

Daniel  M’Goveran,  Sec. 

N.  B.  Michael  Moor’s  certificate  was  figned  by  fifty-one  members  in  addition  to  the  above,  who 
were  prefen t,  and  members  of  Lodge  18. 

fible, 
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fible,  that  Circat  Britain  fliould  ever  have  confidered  the  independence  of  the 
two  kingdoms  as  perfe6lly  reciprocal  : and  it  appears,  that  in  proportion  to 
tlie  efforts  of  Ireland  to  eftahlilh  that  reciprocity,  Avas  the  jealous  preponder- 
ance of  Great  Britain  exerted  to  defeat  it.  Lord  Buckingham’s  adminiftration 
was  an  eventful  sera  in  the  latter  hiftory  of  Ireland.  The  declaration  of  Ame- 
rican independence,  and  its  fiiccefsful  progrefs  to  liability,  had  not  a little 
contributed  to  that  ftupendous  revolution  of  France,  which  had  hitherto  ex- 
hibited a fair  and  plaulible  appearance  to  moll  lovers  of  civil  freedom  : thefe 
examples  flimulated  the  youthful  vigor  of  regenerated  Ireland  to  perfect  their 
work,  which  they  confidered  as  left  undone,  whilll  Great  Britain  enjoyed  a 
conftitutional  advantage,  of  which  Ireland  was  bereft.  The  conteft  between 
the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  and  the  parliament  had  disjointed  and  loofened 
the  pre-exilling  parties,  and  the  recovery  of  the  fovereign  had  hitherto  only 
brought  back  to  their  ranks  thofe,  who  openly  profeffed  to  give  their  fervices 
for  pay.  A more  numerous  and  formidable  oppofition  had  arifen  out  of  the 
queftion  upon  the  regency,  than  the  caftle  ever  more  expe6lcd  to  experience. 
The  nation  was  generally  with  the  minority,  which  comprifed  all  the  great  po- 
pular interefts  of  the  kingdom  : a race  was  run  between  thofe,  ■who  com- 
manded any  means  of  ftrengthening  their  refpedtive  parties  both  in  and  out  of 
parliament : on  one  fide  patronage  and  influence  were  extended  through  the 
revenue,  through  the  police  and  every  other  conduit,  which  was  connedled 
with  the  caftle:  on  the  other  fide  the  fpirit  of  1782  was  revived  in  the  vo- 
lunteer corps,  the  Whig  club  encouraged,  and  the  unpopularity  of  the  late 
adminillration  exhibited  through  the  nation  in  the  liveliell  colors. 

Though  the  Earl  of  Wellmoreland  fucceeded  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham 
in  the  government  of  Ireland,  yet  it  was  obferved  by  feveral  of  the  oppofi- 
tion members,  that  it  was  but  a continuance  of  the  ^former  adminiftration, 
under  alefs  unpopular  head  ;*  the  fecretary  and  moll  other  fervants  of  the 
crown  were  continued  in  office.  He  met  the  parliament  on  the  21(1  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1790,  and  his  fpeech  turned  merely  on  the  common  topics.  The 
whole  of  this  feffion  was  but  a feries  of  fruitlefs  contefts  for  the  great  points, 
which  the  patriots  contended  they  were  entitled  to  by  the  conltitution,  and 

• So  Major  Doyle  expreffed  himfelf,  10  Pari.  Deb.  p.  23S.  “ The  fame  meafures  were  conti- 

" nued  by  the  prefent  viceroy,  as  if  fome  malicious  device  had  Ihot  into  him  the  fpirit  of  his  de- 

parted  predeceffor,  and  that  the  caftle  of  Dublin  was  only  the  reflefted  ftiadows  of  the  palace  of 
“ Stowe.” 
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had  pledged  themfelves  to  their  country  to  perfevere  in  preffing  upon  the  go- 
vernment, until  they  fhould  be  granted. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  the  feffion,  as  the  addrefs  was  moved  for,  *Mr.  Grat- 
tan, though  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  addrefs,  felt  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  earlieft  opportunity  in  the  felfion  to  mark  his  dif- 
approbation  of  the  meafures  of  the  late  adminiftration,  and  to  prove  to  the 
full  convidion  of  that  houTe,  that  they  had  been  ill  governed.  He  then  went 
into  a detail  of  thofe  grievances,  which  the  country  had  to  lay  at  the  door 
of  the  IMarquis  of  Buckingham  : he  firft  touched  on  the  increafe  of  the  pen- 
fion  lift,t  and  then  of  the  encreafed  expence  in  the  ordnance  department, 


* 10  Pari.  Deb.  p.  7. 

f This  being  mere  matter  of  account,  I extra<5t  it  from  the  papers  laid  before  parliament. 
Append,  to  the  I3th  vol.  Journ.  Com.  p.  271. 

A Lijl  of  all  Fenfons  placed  on  the  Civil  Eftablijhmenf  during  the  Period  of  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham’s  Adminiftration,  with  an  Account  of  the  total  Amount  thereof. 

Fitzherbert  Richards,  Efq.  - _ _ _ _ _ 

James  Cavendifh,  Efq.  - - _ _ _ _ 

Flarriet  Cavendilh  - ^ - _ _ _ _ 

Lionel,  Lord  Vifcount  Strangford 

Robert  Thornton,  Efq.  — — - — — _ 

Right  Honorable  Thomas  Orde  _ 

Duke  of  Gloucefter  — — — 

Georgina,  Vifcountefs  Boyne  — - — _ - 

Lady  Catherine  Marlay  - - _ _ _ _ 

Honorable  Rofe  Browne  - - « _ « _ 

Walter  Taylor  — — — __1_  _ 

Francis  D’lvernois  - - - _ _ _ _ 

David  Jebb,  Efq. 

Lady  Catlierine  Toole  - _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Thomas  Coughlan,  additional  - - _ _ _ 

William,  Vifcount  Chetwynd,  additional  - _ _ _ 

Charles,  Vifcount  Ranelagh,  and  Sarah,  Vileountefs  Ranelagh,  his  wife,  and  furv'ivor 
Lucia  Agar,  Vifcountefs  Clifden,  and  Emily  Anne  Agar  her  daughter,  and  furvivor 
Sir  Henry  Mannix,  Bart.  - ' - - _ _ _ 

Sir  Richard  JohnRone,  Bart,  and  William  Johnftone,  Efq.  his  fon,  and  furvivor 
Sarah  Flernon  - - - _ _ _ _ 


Elizabeth  Hernon 
Henry  Loftus,  Efq. 
Diana  Loftus 
William  Colville,  Efq. 


400 

150 

150 

400 

SOO 

1700 

4000 

500 

300 

300 

300 

300 

300 

200 

200 

200 

400 

300 

SOO 

800 

70 

70 

SOO 

300 

600 


13,040 

the 
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the  latter  of  which  he  made  amount  to  1500/.  befides  6ool.  penfion  to  an  of- 
ficer* on  the  ftaff.  Then  after  having  amplified  in  detail  upon  every  a6t  of 

the 

* When  he  came  to  reflefl:  on  the  extent  of  official  abufes,  which  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham 
undertook  to  reform  and  correft,  great  praife  muft  be  given  to  the  refolution  of  any  man,  that 
would  undertake  the  invidious  though  neceffary  fundtion.  Mr.  Corry,  whom  he  appointed  fur- 
veyor  of  the  ordnance,  gave  the  following  detail  of  his  lordlhip’s  condudt  in  the  outfet  of  his  re- 
formation of  that  department.  lO  Pari.  Deb.  p.  230.  The  firfl.  the  public  knew  of  the  faults  of  the 
officers  of  the  ordnance  board,  was  the  taking  pofleffion  of  their  offices  ; but  how  different  was 
this  appearance  from  the  real  faflt  ? It  is  cuftomary  for  the  ordnance  board  on  the  arrival  of  a new 
lord  lieutenant,  to  make  to  him  a return  of  the  ftores  and  ammunition  in  the  arfenals  and  maga- 
zines of  the  kingdom.  This  return  had  been  made  to  Lord  Buckingham  when  he  was  firft  here 
lord  lieutenant  in  1782  ; a like  return  was  made  to  him  upon  his  fecond  coming.  Lord  Bucking- 
ham was  too  much  in  the  habit  of  examining  papers,  not  to  obferve  by  the  difference  between  thofe 
two  returns,  that  fome  extraordinary  peculation  muft  have  taken  place  ; this  was  enough  to  diredi 
his  attention  to  the  fubjedt;  but  fo  far  fi'om  proceeding  with  precipitation,  he  examined  a variety 
of  papers,  which  took  up  a great  part  of  his  time,  from  January  to  Auguft,  and  having  fully  dif- 
cov^ered  the  peculation,  he  wrote  a letter  to  the  perfons  concerned,  defiring  them  to  call  a board, 
and,  if  poflible,  explain  and  juftify  their  condudl.  They  did  call  a board,  and  thus  their  guilt 
being  fully  proved,  Lord  Buckingham,  well  knowing  thefceiieof  forgery  that  was  then  adling,  like 
a wife  and  vigorous  minded  man,  took,  as  it  were  by  ftorm,  the  different  offices  ; if  he  had  not, 
his  fame  would  indeed  be  gibbeted,  and  not  as  now,  without  foundation.  Within  twelve  hours 
from  the  time  Lord  Buckingham  took  pofleffion  of  the  ordnance  office,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
rob  it. 

It  was  natural,  after  the  difcovery  of  peculation,  to  examine  whether  there  was  any  radical  de- 
fedt  in  the  conftitution  of  the  department ; it  was  found  there  was  none,  it  was  eftabliflied  in  wif- 
dom.  What  then  was  to  be  done  ? Not  to  alter  the  conftitution  of  the  department,  but  to  put  men 
of  charadler  and  refponfibility  into  the  feveral  offices. 

As  to  the  nobleman  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance,  the  llighteft  glance  of  fufpicion  never  fell  upon 
him,  his  ill  health  made  him  fo  frequently  ablent,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  fcrutinize  as 
Lord  Buckingham  did.  The  great  misfortune  of  the  office  was,  that  feveral  officers  were  abfent, 
and  thofe  who  attended  in  general,  were  under  the  control  of  the  perfon  who  was  chiefly  guilty. 
Of  that  perlon,  who  in  private  life,  was  a man  extremely  amiable,  who  has  c-xpiated  his  crime  with 
his  life,  and  to  whom,  if  we  cannot  extend  pardon,  yet  we  cannot  refufe  pity,  I would  not  fpeak 
' at  all,  if  not  compelled  j but  being  called  upon,  I muft  fpeak  as  truth  demands  and  juftice  requires. 
That  perfon  came  from  Woolwich  a private  artificer,  he  was  made  a furveyor  of  the  ordnance,  with 


a falary  of-------  - 450/. 

Fair  perquifites  — — _ _ _ iso 

Comptroller  of  tile  elaboratory  - - - - 150 

For  a clerk  - - - _ _ 40 
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the  late  viceroy,  he  fummed  up  his  charges  in  the  following  imprellive  man- 
ner.* “ Such  has  been  the  condu6t  of  your  reformer.  This  was  the  man  ; 

“ you  remember  his  entry  into  the  capital,  trampling  on  the  hearfe  of  the 
“ Duke  of  Rutland,  and  feated  in  a triumphal  car,  drawn  by  public  credu- 

lity ; on  one  fide  fallacious  hope,  and  on  the  other  many-mouthed  profef- 
“ fion ; a figure  with  two  faces,  one  turned  to  the  treafury,  and  the  other 
“ prefented  to  the  people ; and  with  a double  tongue,  fpeaking  contradic- 
“ tory  languages. 

“ This  miniiter  alights  ; jiiftice  looks  up  to  him  with  empty  hopes,  and  pe- 
“ dilation  faints  with  idle  alarms ; he  finds  the  city  a prey  to  an  unconftitu- 
“ tional  police ; he  continues  it ; he  finds  the  country  overburthened  with 
“ a fiiameful  penfion  lift;  he  increafes  it;  he  finds  the  Iloufe  of  Commons 
“ fwarming  with  placemen;  he  multiplies  them;  he  finds  the  falary  of  the 
“ fecretary  increafed  to  prevent  a penfion ; he  grants  a penfion ; he  finds  the 
“ kingdom  drained  by  abfentee  employments,  and  by  compenfations  to  buy 
“ them  home;  he  gives  the  beft  reverfion  in  the  country  to  an  abfentee,  his 
“ brother  ! He  finds  the  government  at  different  times  had  difgraced  itfelf  by 
“ creating  finecures,  to  gratify  corrupt  affeclion ; he  makes  two  commift 
“ fioners  of  the  rolls,  and  gives  one  of  them  to  another  brother ; he  finds 
“ the  fecond  council  to  the  commiffioners  put  down  becaufe  ufelefs ; he  re- 
“ vives  it ; he  finds  the  boards  of  accounts  and  ftamps  annexed  by  public 
“ compa6t ; he  divides  them ; he  finds  the  boards  of  cuftoms  and  excifc 
“ united  by  public  compact;  he  divides  them;  he  finds  three  refolutions, 
“ declaring,  that  feven  commiffioners  are  fufficient;  he  makes  nine;  he 
“ finds  the  country  has  fuffered  by  fome  peculations  in  the  ordnance ; he 

Yet  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  this,  but  threatened  he  would  go  back  to  England,  to  prevent  which 
he  was  made  a conxniffioner  of  barracks,  400/. 

Now  as  to  the  peculation,  inftead  of  6 or  8000/.  look  at  the  documents,  and  you  will  fee,  that 
in  the  fpace  of  time,  which  Lord  Buckingham  examined,  about  ten  years,  the  defalcation  on  muf- 
quets  and  bayonets  was  upwards  of  20,000/.  In  the  article  of  gunpowder  ilTued,  but  not  accounted 
for,  qOOO/.  defalcation  in  gunpowder  26,000/.  The  excefs  of  the  profit  on  gunpowder  in  four  years, 
bought  from  Iriih  manufactures,  over  what  it  might  be  bought  for  from  Englilh,  17,000/.  Befides 
tliefe  difcoveries  Lord  Buckingham  has  difcovered  how  800/.  a year  may,  and  will  in  future  be 
faved  to  the  nation  in  the  ilTueof  powder  to  the  feveral  regiments  j yet  thefe  are  things  that  gentla- 
men  affeft  to  make  light  of,  and  blame  Lord  Buckingham,  where  he  had  fo  much  merit. 

* 10  Pari.  Deb.  p.  1 5. 

Voi.  II. 
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“ iiicreafes  tlie  falaries  of  officcs,  and  gives  the  places  to  members;  to  mem- 
“ bers  of  parliament.” 

The  next  attack  upon  the  minifter  ^vas  made  on  the  ift  of  Eebruary,  when 
IMr.  Grattan,  after  having  defired  feveral  refolutions  to  be  read  from  the 
Journals  once  more,  went  over  his  old  ground,  and  in  a ftupendous  dream 
ot  oratory*  arraigned  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  late  adminiftration,  fo  ftedfaftly 

fupported 

* In  fpeaking  of  the  undue  influence  of  the  crown,  and  the  non-refponfibility  of  the  Irifli  mi- 
nifter, he  thus  exprefled  himfelf  ( 10  Pari.  Deb.  p.  6l),  “ The  advocates  for  undue  influence,  who 

“ have  appeared  in  England,  have  admitted  it  to  be  a defedt,  but  a defedt  that  would  mix  with  the 
" conftitution:  the  minifters  of  Ireland  have  made  that  defedt  tire  only  engine  of  their  govern- 
“ mentj  our  minifters  have  picked  up  from  the  Eritifli  conftitution  nothing  but  the  moft  corrupt 
” part  of  her  pradlice,  and  that  they  have  carried  into  the  moft  daring  excetTes.  No  conftitutional 
" bills  to  heal  : no  popular  bills  to  pacify.  The  currency,  the  pure  poifon  unmixed,  unquenched, 
“ unqualified ; or  if  qualified,  tempered  only  with  revenge.  On  this  principle  did  the  minifters 
” take  into  their  venal  and  vindidtive  hand  the  table  of  profcriptions,  on  this  principle  did  they 
“ remove,  not  becaufe  the  place  was  unneceirary  ; they  have  made  unneceftTary  offices  3 on  this 
“ principle  did  they  deprive,  not  becaufe  the  penfion  lift  was  overburthened  5 they  have  augmented 
" that  lift,  but  becaufe  the  placemen  fo  removed  and  the  penfioner  fo  deprived  had  voted  againft 
“ the  will  of  the  minifter,  in  queftions  wherein  that  minifter  was  pronounced  to  be  unconftitu- 
tional,  and  convidted  to  be  corrupt.  On  the  fame  principle  did  the  miniftry  try  the  paltry  arts 
” of  divifion,  holding  out  the  ariftocracy  to  the  people,  as  the  old  accomplice  of  the  minifters,  and 
“ to  the  country  gentlemen,  as  the  monopolizers  of  emoluments,  as  if  by  the  fpoil  of  the  arifto- 
“ cracy  the  minifter  could  bribe  away  the  independency  of  the  country  gentlemen,  and  rob  the 
" people  of  that  fmall,  but  refpedtable  fupport,  and  fink  that  body  into  the  herd  of  the  caftle.  On 
“ the  fame  principle  did  the  minifter  attack  the  dignity  of  the  peerage,  by  the  fale  of  honors,  and 
“ the  dignity  of  this  houfe,  by  the  application  of  the  money  to  purchafe  for  the  fervants  of  the 
" caftle  feats  in  the  affembly  of  the  people.  On  the  fame  principle  did  they  attack  the  purity  of  this 
“ houfe,  by  the  multiplication  of  office,  and  divifion  of  eftablilhment. 

I will  not  fay  the  minifters  went  into  the  open  ftreet  with  cockades  in  their  hats,  and  drums  in 
“ their  hands  ; but  I do  fay  they  were  as  public,  and  had  as  openly  broken  terms  with  decorum, 
“ as  if  they  had  fo  openly  paraded  in  College  Green,  with  their  bufinefs  lettered  on  their  forehead. 

“ Such  has  been  their  practice,  and  fuch  pradtice  has  been  defended ! Merciful  Heaven,  de- 
" fended  ! We  have  been  taught  to  believe  the  Irifli  viceroy  is  not  to  be  affeded  in  his  ^fituation 
by  the  fenfe  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

“ Here  you  will  flop  to  confider  and  demand  why  all  this  } Why  this  attack  on  Ireland  ? The 
“ minifter  will  tell  you  W'hat  caufed,  but  I will  tell  you  what  contributed.  It  was  impunity,  ira- 
“ punity.  You  have  no  adequate  refponfibility  in  Ireland,  and  politicians  laugh  at  the  fword  of 
“ juftice,  which  falls  fhort  of  their  heads,  and  only  precipitates  on  their  reputations.  Sir,  this 
has  neyer  yet  exercifed  berfelf  in  the  way  of  vindidtive  juftice,  in  die  cafe  of  Strafford,  fhe  was 

“ but 
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iiipported  by  the  prcfent.  Fie  then  moved,  “ That  the  refokitions  of  this 
“ lioufe  againfiincreafing  the  number  of  the  commiifioners  of  the  revenue  and 
“ dividing  of  the  boards,  be  laid  before  his  majefty,  Avith  an  humble  addrefs, 
“ that  his  majefty  will  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid  before  us  the 
“ particulars  of  the  reprefen tations  in  confequence  of  which  two  new  com- 
“ miflioners  of  the  cuftoms  had  been  added,  notwithftanding  the  refolutions 
of  this  houfe  ; and  alfo  that  his  majefty  will  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  com- 
“ municate  to  liis  faithful  commons,  the  names  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
“ recommending  that  meafure.” 

Mr.  Conolly  feconded  the  motion,  and  indignantly  confefied  he  was 
afliamed  of  himfelf,  when  he  faw  his  name  inrolled  in  an  aflembly,  that  could 
firft  cenfure,  and  then  fupportthe  Marquis  of  Buckingham  ; and  if  he  could 
judge  by  the  complexion  of  the  houfe,  Avas  ftill  determined  to  fandtion  his 
proceedings : he  remarked,  that  the  tAA'o  additional  commiffioners  Avere  not 
only  added  to  the  original  number,  in  defpite  of  the  refolutions  of  that 
houfe,  but  they  Avere  added  for  the  piirpofes  of  corruption,  coercion,  and 
rcA'enge. 

The  motion  Avas  vehemently  oppofed  by  Mr.  John  Beresford,  the  head 
commiffioner  of  the  cuftoms,  and  more  ably  by  Sir  Flercules  Langrilhe,*  Avho 

had 


" but  an  humble  afl'iftant,  and  yet  in  this  countiy  we  have  had  victims,  the  ariftocracy  at  different 
“ times  has  been  a vi6tim,  the  whole  people  of  Ireland  for  almofl:  an  entire  century  were  a vic- 
" tim  j but  minifters  in  all  the  criminal  fucceflions — here  is  a chafm,  a blank  in  youi  hiftory.  Sir, 
” you  have  in  Ireland  no  axe,  therefore  no  good  minifter.  Sir,  it  is  the  misfortune  of  this  coun- 
” try,  that  the  principles  of  her  conftitution  have  not  yet  become  entirely  the  maxims  of  all  thofe, 
“ who  take  the  lead  in  her  government.  They  have  no  public  mind,  their  maxims  are  provincial, 
" and  this  mifconception  of  our  fituation  is  not  a little  affifted  by  a prudent  fenfe  of  their  own 
intereft.  They  know  that  Ireland  docs  not  punith  ; they  fee  that  the  Britifli  court  does  reward. 
This  will  explain  why  the  Irifli  court  prefers  a ftrong  corrupt  government  to  a good  found  con- 
“ ftitution.” 

* This  gentleman  in  the  courfe  of  his  argument  palliated  though  he  did  not  deny  the  fubftance 
of  the  charges  made  by  the  oppofition.  He  fpoke  a very  intelligible  language.  “ As  to  the  occafional 
” expeaces  of  the  prefent  time,  as  particularly  alluded  to,  I fliall  only  fay,  I hope  I never  M'as 
" either  the  preceptor  or  pupil  of  corruption,  nor  the  advocate  of  prodigality.  I am  fare  I never 
" fliared  in  the  one  in  order  to  praftife  or  palliate  the  other  3 yet  with  every  convi6tion  on  my 
" mind  of  the  duty  of  government  to  obferve  oeconomy,  I mufl  fay,  that  critical  occafions  fome- 
times  occur,  jn  which  the  moft  pure  and  perfedt  minifter  can  fcarcely  adhere  to  it.  I am  afraid 
that  the  recolledtion  of  thofe  who  hear  me  cannot  furnifli  an  inftance  of  ftrong  diftenfions  be- 
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had  been  longer  employed  in  the  colle6tion  of  the  revenue,  than  any  other 
member  of  that  houfe.  He  entered  into  an  elaborate  difquifition  of  the  origin, 
nature,  union,  and  divifion  of  the  boards  of  excife  and  cuftoms,  and  limita- 
tion of  the  number  of  commiffioners  under  different  ftatutes,  and  ftrongly 
contended  for  the  total  difliinilarity  beeween  the  periods  of  J771  and  179O. 
The  Attorney  General  and  fome  fe\c  other  members  alfo  oppofed  the  motion, 
d'he  debate  was  carried  on  with  great  violence  till  towards  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  upon  a divifion  there  appeared  80  for  and  135  againft  the 
motion. 

The  next  effort  of  the  oppofition  was  Mr.  Curran’s  motion,  “ Than  an 
“ humble  addrefs  fhoukl  be  prefented  to  his  majelly,  praying  that  he  would 
“ order  to  be  laid  before  that  houfe,  the  particulars  of  the  caufes,  confidera- 
“ tion,  and  reprefentations,  in  confequence  of  which  the  boards  of  damps 
“ and  accounts  had  been  divided,  with  an  increafe  of  falary  to  the  officers  ; 

' “ tween  the  crown  and  the  parliament,  in  which,  through  the  progrefs  of  accommodation,  fome 
‘ public  expence  has  not  been  incurred.  Tliefe  ideas  may  not,  perhaps,  bejuftified  on  abftra<3; 
“ reafoning;  but  from  the  nature  and  habits  of  man,  the  faiSt  is  unavoidable}  and  if  it  be  un- 
“ avoidable,  I think  it  is  pardonable  ; and  I believe  it  is  unavoidable,  becaufe  it  never  was  avoided. 
“ No  ! whilft  human  affairs  are  adminiflered  by  human  creatures,  human  paffions  will  interpofe, 
" and  the  governors  and  governed  will  aft  under  their  impulfe ; but  it  is  the  purpofe  and  the  prin- 

ciple,  the  motive  and  the  magnitude  that  decide  the  venality  of  the  action,  and  that  a critical 
" emergency  may  vindicate  occafional  expence  from  fyftematical  prodigality.  I know  very  well 
“ nothing  can  juftify  corruption ; the  conftitution  that  recognizes  influence  in  the  crown,  re- 
" jects  corruption,  and  though  I admit  that  influence  may  appear,  I utterly  deny  that  corruption 
“ does.  I appeal  to  the  experience  of  fome  years,  if,  on  great  and  interefting  occafions,  there 
" has  ever  been  wanting  a fufflcient  fliare  of  public  virtue  to  aflert  the  rights  and  maintain  the 
” interefts  of  this  country;  neither  do  I think  it  very  prudent  to  fuggeft  contrary  notions  to  the 
“ people,  whofe  peace  and  profperity  depend  on  their  obedience  to  the  laws  they  have  made.  They 
" will  not  be  fond  to  drink  of  the  ftream,  if  you  tell  them  the  fource,  from  which  it  flows  is  cor- 
“ rupted ; fuffer  them  to  feel  that  they  are  happy,  that  they  are  free,  that  they  are  mafters  of  their 
“ property,  and  fecure  in  their  perfons,  and  that  it  is  unnecelfary  for  them  to  feel  the  parallel,  or 
“ follow  the  example  of  a neighbouring  people  that  has  been  referred  to  ; a people,  who  have  been 
“ long  bending  under  flavery  and  oppreflion,  and  are  now  engaged  in  a bold  effort  to  obtain  what 
“ they  peaceably  and  perfectly  enjoy  already.  They  contended  for  equal  laws  and  afeertained 
“ rights  ; they  had  them.  They  fought  for  liberty ; they  enjoyed  it ; and  long  might  they  enjoy 
” that  firft  of  human  bleflings,  unimpaired  by  power  on  one  hand,  and  undifturbed  by  groundlefs 
“■  fufpicions  on  the  other  ; and  long  might  the  parental  vigilance  of  the  right  honorable  member 
“ fuperintend  and  protect  it ; let  his  conftitutional  jealoufy  be  ever  awake,  let  it  be  fcrupulous,  but 
“ let  it  be  temperate,  let  it  be  fevere,  but  let  it  be  practicable.” 

“ alfo, 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


285 


“ alfo,  that  he  \voukl  be  gracioufly  pleafecl  to  communicate  to  that  houl'e 
“ the  names  of  the  perfons  who  recommended  that  meafiire.  ” 

He  prefaced  his  motion  "with  a fpeech  of  much  point  and  ability.  The 
board  of  accounts  had  been  inftituted  in  Lord  Townfliend’s  adminillration  ; 
it  came  forward  in  a manner  rather  inaufpicious,  it  was  queftioned  in  parlia- 
ment, and  was  decided  in  the  houfe  by  the  majority  of  the  five  members  who 
had  received  places  under  it ; born  in  corruption,  it  could  only  fucceed  by 
venality  ! It  continued  an  ufelefs  board,  until  the  granting  of  the  ftamp 
duties  in  Lord  Harcourt’s  time  ; the  management  of  the  ftamps  was  then 
committed  to  it,  and  a folemn  compadt  was  made,  that  the  taxes  fhould  not 
be  jobbed,  but  that  both  departments  fliould  be  executed  by  one  board ; fo 
it  continued,  till  it  was  thought  necefifary  to  encreafe  the  falaries  of  the  com- 
miffioners  in  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham’s  famous  adminiftration,  but  then 
nothing  was  holden  facred. 

He  brought  forward  that  motion,  not  as  a qucfiion  of  finance,  not  as  a 
queftion  of  regulation,  but  as  a penal  enquiry,  and  the  people  would  now 
fee,  whether  they  were  to  hope  for  help  v ithin  thefe  walls.  He  rofe  in  an 
aifembly  of  three  hundred  perfons,  one  hundred  of  whom  had  places  or  pen- 
fions ; in  an  aifembly,  one-third  of  whom  had  their  ears  fealed  againfl;  the 
complaints  of  the  people,  and  their  eyes  intently  turned  to  their  OAvn  in- 
tereR  ; he  rofe  before  the  whifperers  of  the  treafury,  the  bargainers  and  the 
runners  of  the  caftle : he  addrelfed  an  audience,  before  whom  was  holden 
forth  the  dodlrine,  that  the  crown  ought  to  ufe  its  influence  on  the  members 
of  that  houfe. 

He  rofe  to  tiy  when  the  Unices  of  corruption  had  been  kt  loofe  upon 
them,  whether  there  were  an}'  means  left  to  ftem  that  torrent. 

The  debate  broke  out  into  great  intemperance  from  both  fides  : the  divi- 
lion  upon  the  motion  was  81  in  fupport,  and  141  againfl;  it.* 

Whatever 

I 

* In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  a minifterial  member  (Mr.  Moore)  had  made  and  repeated  his 
declaration,  that  againfl:  a defperate  party,  combined  to  feize  the  crown,  he,  if  he  were  a mem - 
ber,  would  think  himfelf  juflified  in  employing  all  tlie  influence  of  Uie  crown,  for  die  crown’s 
protedtion.  But  the  attorney-general  thought  it  prudent  to  rebut  the  imputation  made  at  his  con- 
currence in  this  opinion.  10  Par.  Deb.  p.  123.  “ Sir,  faid  he,  I never  did  infinuate  in  any  way 

“ that  we  thould  obtain  majorities  by  corruption  : fuch  a fentiment  never  entered  into  my  mind.  I 
“ trufl.  Sir,  that  on  ray  own  account,  I need  not  make  this  declaration  3 to  thofe  who  know  me, 

“ it 
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W hatevermay  have  been  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  police  bill,  certain 
it  is,  that  it  was  moll  vehemently  fupported  and  oppofed  by  the  contending 
parties,  with  more  than  ordinary  expreffions  and  means  of  recommendation 
and  reprobation.  In  order  to  give  more  fandtion  to  the  meafure,  his  nia- 
jefty  was  advifed  to  mark  his  perfonal  approbation  of  their  efforts  to  uphold 
and  improve  that  fvftem  of  policy,  in  his  anfwer*  to  the  addrefs  of  the  com- 
mons, feledling  as  it  were  this  alone  out  of  feveral  objects  comprized  in  the 
addrefs. 

fOn  the  1 1th  of  February,  a frefh  attack  was  made  upon  the  miniftry,  who 
adted  during  the  whole  feffion  upon  the  defenfive,  ]\Ir.  Forbes  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  houfe  to  fome  particular  branches  of  the  public  expenditure, 
in  order  to  prepare  the  minds  of  gentlemen  for  the  confideration  of  the  t^vo 
meafures,  a place  bill  and  a penfion  bill,  which  he  propofed  to  introduce  in 
the  courfe  of  fome  few  days.  He  then  expatiated  at  large  upon  every  topic 
that  had  been  agitated  during  the  courfe  of  the  feffion,  and  concluded  with 
the  folloMung  motion.  “ That  an  humble  addreis  be  prefented  to  his  ma- 
“ jcft}^  Rating,  that  having  taken  into  our  confideration  the  income  and 
“ expenditure  of  the  nation,  Ave  find  ourfelves  obliged  to  lay  before  him 
“ certain  abufes  and  mifapplications  of  a confiderable  portion  of  the  public 
“ revenues;  that  the  lift  of  penfions  on  the  2lft  of  January,  1780,  appears 
“ to  have  increafed  to  the  fum  of  101,000/.  exclufive  of  the  military  pen- 
“ fions,  Avhich  amount  to  6,500/.  a fum  nearly  equal  to  half  the  charges  of 


it  is  unneceflaryj  but  I think  it  neceflary  to  explain,  that  no  fuch  declaration  was  made  on  the 
part  of  govenjment,  otherwife  I know,  that  it  would  be  put  into  the  newfpapers,  and  be  in- 
''  duftrioufly  propagated  through  the  country,  that  government  had  broached  fuch  dodtrines,  doc- 
“ trines,  which  I believe,  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I adt,  rejedt  and  abhor.” 

* 10  Par.  Deb.  p.  135. 

The  King’s  Anfwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

” George  R. 

His  majefty  has  received  with  great  fatisfadlion,  the  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs 
“ of  his  faithful  commons ; the  atTurances  of  their  attachment  to  his  majefty’s  perfon,  family  and 
“ government,  and  the  difpofition  which  they  exprefs  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
“ fervice,  and  to  uphold  and  improve  that  fyftem  of  policy,  which  has  been  attended  with  fuch 
“ beneficial  confequences  to  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjedls  in  Ireland,  are  highly  pleafing  to  his 
“ majefty. 

« G.  R.” 

“ tha 


f 10  Par,  Deb. p.  190. 
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' “ the  civil  eftablilhment ; that  the  penlions  placed  on  the  civil  and  military 
“ eftabliflnnents  fince  the  24th  of  February,  1784,  exclufive  of  thofe  grant- 
ed  in  lieu  or  exchange  of  former  penfions,  amounted  to  29,800/.;  12,313/. 
“ of  which  have  been  placed  on  the  eftablilhment  fince  December,  1787  ; 
“ that  the  amount  of  penlions  on  the  civil  eltablilhment  has  increafed  fince 
“ the  25th  of  March,  1784,  in  the  fum  of  l6,C00/. ; that  many  of  thofe 
“ penlions  have  been  granted  to  members  of  this  houfe,  during  the  pleafure 
“ of  the  crown,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  confhtution,  and  honor 
“ of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; that  a number  of  new  and  additional  falaries, 
“ in  the  nature  of  penfions,  had  of  late  been  annexed,  not  only  to  old  of- 
“ fices,  which  had  become  obfolete  and  ufelefs,  but  alfo  to  lelfer  offices,  moft- 
“ ly  finecure,  or  hitherto  confidered  of  fo  infignificant  a nature,  as  to  entitle 
“ the  holders  of  fuch  offices  to  very  fmall  falaries  ; that  an  addition  of  300/. 
“ per  annum,  has  been  lately  granted  to  the  falary  of  the  cuftomer  of  Kin- 
“ fale,  to  commence  from  the  29th  of  September,  1789  ; and  a further  ad- 
“ dition  of  200/.  payable  on  a contingency,  both  for  the  life  of  the  prefent 
“ poffielTor ; an  office  which  has  been  for  years  confidered  as  ufelefs  and  ob- 
“ folete,  to  which  no  duty  whatfoever  is  annexed,  nor  any  attendance  re- 
“ quired ; that  an  addition  of  400/.  per  annum  has  been  lately  granted  to 
“ the  falary  of  comptroller  of  the  pipe,  though  53/.  10.?.  has  for  years  been 
“ confidered  as  an  adequate  compenfation  for  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of 
“ that  office.  That  an  addition  of  150/.  per  annum  has  alfo  been  lately 
granted  to  the  barrack-matter  of  Dublin.  That  the  perfons  to  Avhom 
“ thofe  additional  falaries  have  been  granted,  are  all  members  of  this  houfe. 
“ Humbly  befeeching  his  majetty  gracioutly  to  interpofe,  to  reftrain  the  pro- 
“ grefs  of  a fyttem  of  expence,  which  mult  foon  induce  a neceliity  of  refort- 
“ ing  to  new  loans,  and  of  impofing  new  taxes.” 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  j\Ir.  Conolly.  Each  debate  grew 
wai-mer,  than  the  preceding.  JMany  coarfe  perfonalities  were  fubftituted 
for  argument.  The  oppolition  not  only  upbraided  the  gentlemen  of 
the  treafury  benches  with  being  bought  and  hired  to  vote  again  ft  their 
own  conviHions  and  the  welfare  of  their  country,  but  they  taunted  them 
with  the  want  of  ability  and  talent,  as  well  as  of  honor  and  honefty. 
This  was  highly  refented  by  the  attorney-general,  who  ftrongly  charged 
his  opponents  with  imperious,  turbulence,  and  overbearing,  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  attain  that  power,  which  they  could  not  behold  enjoyed 
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by  others  \vithout  envy.  To  ■which  ]\Ir.  Forbes  replied  ; he  faid,  that  he 
•was  not  alliamed  to  declare,  that  he  preferred  the  man,  who  contended  for 
power  rather  than  place ; he  was  not  alliamed  to  confefs,  that  he  willied  for 
and  ambitioned  the  polfeflion  of  power,  which  might  enable  him  and  his 
friends  to  effeftuate  beneficial  meafures  for  the  country,  and  obtain  a penlion, 
place,  and  a refponlibility  bill,  and  other  falutary  meafures,  in  fupport  of 
which,  gentlemen,  with  whom  he  had  the  honor  of  co-operating,  had  pub- 
licly and  folemnly  pledged  themfclves.  He  faid,  he  Ihould  ever  prefer  men 
who  contended  for  fuch  a power  of  ferving  their  country,  to  a fet  of  men 
who,  regardlefs  of  principles,  charafters,  and  meafures,  were  the  indiferi- 
minate  fupporters  of  any  and  every  defeription  of  men,  whom  an  unforefeen 
occurrence  of  circumftances,  the  confufion  of  times,  or  the  coalition  of 
parties,  might  enable  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  government. 

* On  this  occafion  the  oppofition  encreafed  : there  being  upon  the  divifion 
92  for  the  addrefs,  againft  130,  that  oppofed  it. 

The 

* In  tlie  courfe  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Monk  Mafon  in  defending  the  penfion  given  to  Mr.  Orde 
as  an  ufual  thing,  undertook  to  prove  to  the  houfe,  by  an  hiftorical  detail  of  the  fecretaryships,  that 
fo  far  from  fuch  grants  being  unprecedented,  he  Ihould  clearly  prove  to  the  houfe,  that  with  the 
fingle  exception  of  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  (that  amiable  man,  whofe  departure  from  this  country  they  all 
regretted)  the  fecretary  of  every  permanent  adminiftration,  for  thefe  laft  forty  years,  had  been  in- 
variably rewarded  for  his  fervices  in  that  ftation,  at  the  expcnce  of  that  kingdom  : he  had  no 
doubt,  that  the  praSice  was  of  more  ancient  date,  but  Ihould  confine  himfelf  to  that  period,  which 
had  fallen  within  his  own  experience. 

He  Ihould  therefore  begin  with  the  year  1749,  in  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Harrington,  whofe 
fecretary,  Mr.  Wefton,  obtained  as  his  reward,  the  office  of  alnager,  for  a term  of  years. 

Mr.  Wefton  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  George  Sackville,  the  fon  and  fecretary  of  the  Duke  of 
Dorfet,  who  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  council. 

Lord  George  was  fucceeded  by  General  Conway,  the  late  clerk  of  the  hanaper. 

General  Conway  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Rigby,  the  late  mafter  of  the  rolls. 

Mr.  Rigby  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Gerard  Hamilton,  whofe  office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
they  hadpurchafed  from  him,  at  the  expence  of  a penfion  of  2,b00l.  a year  for  a number  of  lives. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  Beauchamp,  who,  if  he  were  not  mifinformed,  derived 
fome  confiderable  emoluments  from  that  country,  though  notin  his  own  name. 

Lord  Beauchamp  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  a nobleman  of  too  high  rank  to 
defire  any  reward  from  that  country,  for  the  fliort  time  he  refided  in  it  5 but  his  fucceflbr  under 
the  fame  adminiftration  (Lord  Macartney)  was  rewarded  for  his  fervices,  by  the  government  of  the 
Caftle  of  Toom,  witli  a falary  of  1500/.  a year. 

I.ord  Macartney  was  fucceeded  by  the  right  honorable  gentleman  on  the  fecond  bench,  who  de- 
> rived 
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No  chara6ler  of  an  individual  ever  was  more  material  to  the  interefts  of 
a kingdom,  than  that  of  iVfr.  Grattan  to  thofe  of  Ireland.  Of  the  unri- 
valled powers  of  his  mind,  there  never  were  two  opinions.  If  thefe  llieets 
have  fairly  (though  faintly)  recorded  his  exertions  in  favor  of  his  country, 
lip  to  the  year  1782,  it  is  prefumed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  whole  Britiih 
empire  upon  his  public  condu6t  up  to  that  period,  will  be  in  ftricl  unifon  with 
that  of  his  country,  which  then  rewarded  his  fidelity  and  talents  with  a pa- 
triotic donation  of  50,000/.  From  that  great  epoch  in  Irilh  hiftory,  no  cha- 
racter has  ever  been  more  varioully  reprdented  than  that  of  Mr.  Grattan. 
A man  covered  with  the  molt  honorable  trophies  of  a grateful  country,  mult 
in  the  jarring  conflicts  of  political  convullions  ftand  expofed  to  the  fliafts 
of  ambition,  fear,  jealoufy,  envy  and  revenge.  The  fpirit  of  party  rofe  to 
an  unprecedented  height  under  Lord  Buckinghanfs  adminiftration,  and  IMr. 
Grattan  uniformly  oppofed  the  principles  and  meafures  of  that  fyftem.  One 
part  of  the  nation  fupported  and  looked  up  to  him  with  enthufiafm  as  the 
grateful  and  faithful  fervant,  the  true  friend  and  ableft  advocate  of  his 


rived  fome  advantages  from  his  fervices  in  that  flation  ; though  perhaps,  not  adequate  either  to  hi.<» 
own  merit,  or  Mr.  Mafon's  good  wiflies. 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  Richard  Heron,  who  held  an  employment 
in  the  poit  of  Cork,  worth  800/.  a year. 

From  the  time  of  Lord  Bnckinghamfhire,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  the  govern- 
ment of  that  country  was  continually  changing;  their  fecretaries  w'ere  merely  birds  of  paffage  ; 
but  Mr.  Orde,  who  obtained  the  penfion  in  queftion,  as  a reward  for  his  fendees,  which  he  well 
deferved,  refided  in  that  kingdom  for  three  years,  in  times  of  difficulty  and  confufion  ; devoting 
the  whole  of  his  attention,  and  even  facrificing  his  health,  to  an  anxious  defire,  not  only  of  pro- 
moting the  prefent  welfare  of  that  country,  but  that  of  the  rifing  generation  alfo. 

A very  fliort,  but  fingularly  emphatical  fpeech  of  Mr.  O’Neil  in  this  debate  ought  not  to  pafs 
unnoticed.  10  Par.  Deb.  p.  210,  He  thought  it  wholly  unnecefl'ary  for  gentlemen  on  the 
“ other  fide,  to  adduce  a fingle  argument  upon  any  queftion,  while  they  had  an  omnipotent  num- 
“ ber  of  140  tofupport  them.  On  the  fubje6t  of  influence,  the  denial  of  it,  he  faid,  was  ridicu- 
lous,  as  there  was  not  a lady  then  fitting  at  tea  in  Dublin,  who,  if  ffie  were  told  that  there  were 
“ 1 20  men  in  that  houfe,  compofed  of  placemen  and  penfioners,  would  not  be  able  to  fay  how  the 
queftion  would  be  decided,  as  well  as  the  tellers  on  the  divifion.  He  faid  the  very  firft  aft  in 
eveiy  feffion  of  parliament,  which  was  the  bill  of  fupply,  went  to  raife  the  intereft  for  a million 
“ and  a half  of  money  for  minifters  to  divide  amongft  themfelves.  I do  fay,  and  I lay  it  propheti- 
cally,”  continued  he,  “ that  the  people  will  refill  it.  The  members  of  this  houfe  bear  but  a fmall 
''  proportion  to  the  people  at  large.  There  are  gentlemen  outfide  thofe  doors,  of  as  good  educa- 
tion  and  of  as  much  judgment  of  the  relative  duties  of  reprefentation,  as  any  man  within  doors, 
" and  matters  are  evidently  ripening,  and  will  ftiortly  come  to  a crifis.” 
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country.  The  other  part  (the  lefs  numerous  and  the  more  opulent)  confl- 
clered  and  reprefented  him  as  a faftious  ingrate,  a lecret  and  dangerous  ene- 
my, and  little  Ihort  of  an  avowed  traitor  to  his  king  and  country.  As  he 
headed  the  moft  determined  oppofition  ever  made  againft  the  Iriih  govern- 
ment, his  conduct  has  been  fcrutinized  with  cenforious  fcrupulofity.  He  wa& 
the  founder  and  promoter  of  the  AVhig  Club  6f  Ireland:  and  from  his  pro- 
pofal,  did  the  members  pledge  themfelves  to  each  other,  not  to  accept  of- 
fices under  any  adminiftration,  that  would  not  fupport,  until  they  obtained 
for  the  people,  a penfion  bill,  a place  bill,  a refponfibility  bill,  and  a bill  to 
prevent  the  revenue  officers  from  voting  at  elections.  In  this  debate  upon 
]Mr.  Forbes's  motion,  Mv.  Grattan  in  reply  to  fome  obfervations  made  from 
the  treafury  bench  on  the  fubjeft  of  party,  diftindly  difciofed  the  objeds,. 
which  he  and  his  friends  profelfed  to  have  in  view.* 

The 

* ro  Par.  Deb.  p.  216.  We  have  been  called,  faid  he,  the  tail  of  a Britifli  fadlFon  : by  whom  ? 
By  thofe,  or  the  followers  of  thofe,  who  owe  their  livelihood,  or  their  firft  elevation  to  what  they 
call  that  Britith  faftion  : by  thofe  who  have  received  l,  2,  or  3000/.  a year  from  that  Britifh  fac- 
tion ; whofe  numerous  families  have  been  fed  by  that  Britifli  fadion  j or  whofe  introduction  into 
political  life  was  firft  due,  and  the  confequences,  therefore,  in  fome  degree,  to  be  attributed  to 
that  Britifli  faCtion.  There  is  not  one  gentleman  in  tlie  prefcnt  Irifli  adminiftration  who  is  really 
confidential,  that  is  not  bounden  by  the  clofeft  relationfliip  or  the  greateft  political  pecuniary  ob- 
ligations to  that  Britifli  faction;  nor  is  there  any  one  of  them  or  of  thofe,  who aCt  under  them, 
that  would  not  be  the  humble  fervant  of  that  Britifli  faction,  if  the  keys  of  the  treafury  were  once 
more  in  their  hands ; nor  is  there  any  one  of  them,  w'ho  would  not,  and  does  not  now,  for  his 
private  intereft,  perfonally  and  privately  court  that  Britifli  faClion.  When  fucli  men  revile  that 
body,  and  inftigate  their  friends,  and  followers  and  retainers,  to  revile  that  body,  fuch  men  do  not 
acquit  themfelves  of  the  charge  of  party,  but  coiiviCt  themfelves  of  the  bafeft  ingratitude  and  vileft 
adulation  ; they  prove  themfelves  willing  to  offer  their  wretched  incenfe  to  whomfoever  fliall  be  in 
power  ; to  thofe  from  whom  they  now  receive  wages,  and  therefore  fawn  on,  at  the  expence  of 
thofe,  from  whom  they  did  receive  wages,  from  whom  they  are  ready  to  receive  wages,  but  from 
whom,  at  this  particular  moment,  they  receive  wages  no  longer  ; and  therefore  fuch  men  are  not 
above  party,  but  fo  very  mercenary  and  menial  as  to  be  below  faCtion.  Juft  fo,  tlie  coachman 
who  drives  the  minifterj  he  ferves  fecretary  after  fecretary,  he  is  handed  down  from  mafter  to 
raafter,  and  he  enquires  not  into  the  principles  of  any,  but  receives  wages  from  all ; and  his  jufti- 
fication  is,  that  he  is  a fervant : but  fliould  he,  fervant  as  he  is,  like  fome  of  you,  revile  thefe 
mafters  who  have  paid  him,  then  he  would  be  a faithlefs  hireling,  and  not  an  honeft  fervant. 

Sir,  I will  tell  gentlemen,  what  defcription  of  party  is  beneficial ; a party  united  on  public 
principle,  by  the  bond  of  certain  fpecific  public  meaftures,  which  meafures  cannot  be  carried  by 
individuals,  and  can  only  fucceed  by  party. 


I will 
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The  next  plan  of  attack  fell  to  the  lot  of  ]Mr.  George  Ponfonby,  ^vho  after 
he  had  gone  over  the  old  courfe  of  popular  grievances,  finiflied  with  this  ob- 
fervation,  that  as  they  had  declared  from  the  oppofite  benches,  that  they 
would  avow  and  defend  every  ineafurc  of  Lord  Buckingham,  there  was  little 
hope  of  his  fucceeding  in  his  motion,  though  he  had  obferved  that  the  tran- 
fcendant  abilities  of  hlr.  Grattan  had,  on  the  laft  debate,  encreafed  the 
number  of  thofe,  who  voted  on  their  fide  of  the  houfe.  His  motion  was  : 

To  reprefent  to  his  majefly,  that  his  faithful  commons  having  taken  into 
“ confideration  the  growth  of  public  expence  in  the  laft  year,  could  not  but 
“ obferve  many  new  and  encreafed  falaries,  annexed  to  offices  granted  to 
members  of  this  houfe,  no  fewer  in  number  than  fourteen ; that  fo  rapid 
“ an  increafe  of  places,  together  with  the  number  of  additional  penfions. 


I will  ftate  fome  of  ours,  a penfion  bill,  a place  bill,  a repeal  of  the  prefent  Dublin  police  bill,  a 
refponfibility  bill,  that  is,  a bill  requiring  the  afts  of  the  executive  power  to  be  figned  by  certain 
officers  refident  in  Ireland,  who  ffiall  be  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  refponfible  to  this  kingdom 
in  the  meafures  and  expences  of  government  j alfo  a bill  to  preferve  the  freedom  of  eledtion, 
by  difqualifying  revenue  officers  ; and  further  a total  demolition  of  the  new  charges  created  by  the 
IMarquis  of  Buckingham.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  meafures  which  we,  if  we  ffiould  have  power, 
are  pledged  to  the  public  to  carry  into  fpecific  execution.  I read  tliem  the  rather,  becaute  lifera 
feripta  manet,  the  public  hears  and  will  record. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  our  meafures  ; I now  turn  to  adminiftration,  and  call  upon  them  to  ftate  their 
meafures  3 what  bills  for  the  public  good?  State  them  j come  forth  5 I paufe  to  give  them  time  to 
confider.  Well,  what  are  they  ? Not  one  public,  conftitutional,  or  wife  regulation,  there  they 
fit  under  tlie  public  eye  ; a blank,  gutted,  excavated,  and  evifeerated  of  any  one  fingle,  confiitu- 
tional,  or  oeconomic  bill,  principle  or  projeft  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

Sir,  I will  give  thefe  gentlemen  of  adminiftration,  on  this  topic  of  party,  the  greateft  advantage 
they  can  in  tlieir  fituation  receive.  I will  draw  a veil  over  the  paft,  and  forget  the  fpecific  fervices 
which  we  have  performed,  and  thofe  which  we  are  pledged  to  perform  for  tlie  good  of  the  country. 
I will  alfo  forget  the  injuries,  which  they  and  their  abettors  have  at  different  times  inflided,  and  are 
this  hour  infliding  on  the  community;  let  us  ftart  as  it  were  anew,  fet  name  againft  name,  and  we 
will  beat  them  down  by  charader. 

I have  fubmitted  a defcription  of  a party  which  I conceive  to  be  a public  benefit.  I will  ftate  to 
you  a defcription  of  a party  which  I conceive  to  be  the  public  curfe ; if  party  it  can  be  called, 
which  is  worfe  than  a fadion,  and  nothing  more  than  an  impudent  phalanx  of  political  mercenaries, 
coming  from  their  little  refpedive  offices  to  vote  for  their  bribe  and  vapour  for  their  charader,  who 
have  neither  the  principles  of  patriotifm,  nor  ambition,  nor  party,  nor  honor  1 who  are  governed 
not  by  deliberation,  but  difeipline ; and  licking  the  hands  that  feed,  and  worlhipping  the  patron 
that  bribes  them.  Degraded  men,  difgraceful  tribe  ! When  they  vote  for  meafures,  they  are  venal ; 
when  fuch  men  talk  againft  party,  they  are  impudent. 
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“ could  not  but  alarm  thehoufe;  and  though  they  never  could  entertain  a 
“ doubt  of  his  majefty’s  affection  and  regard  for  his  loyal  kingdom  of  Ire- 
“ land,  yet  they  feared,  that  his  inajefty’s  fervants  might,  by  milinforma- 
“ tion,  fo  far  have  abufed  his  majefty’s  confidence,  as  to  have  advifed  fuch 
“ meafures  for  the  purpofe  of  increafing  influence.” 

i\Ir.  Grattan  feconded  the  motion ; which  after  a warm  debate  till  one 
o'clock,  was  negatived  by  a majority  of  146,  againft  87. 

Not  only  the  actual  oppofition  given  to  the  fyftem  of  government  by  Mr. 
Grattan  was  difpleafing  to  them,  but  the  perfeverance  and  powerful  talents, 
with  which  he  now  kept  up  an  aggreffive  warfare,  rendered  him  perfonally 
obnoxious  in  proportion  as  he  became  formidable  to  his  opponents.  On  no 
occafion  during  the  feffion  did  he  prefs  the  miniflers  more  clofely,  than  on  the 
20th  of  February,  when  he  opened  upon  them  a hew  battery,  for  which  they 
had  not  been  prepared.  He  rofe  unexpectedly  in  the  houfe,  and  Avithout  any 
preface  thus  accofted  the  chair. 

* “ Sir, 

“ WE  perlift  to  combat  the  projeCt  to  govern  this  country  by  corruption. 
“ We  have  hitherto  contended  againft  thofe  parts  of  the  fyftem,  which  pro- 
“ ceeded  to  undermine  the  conftitution,  without  an  apparent  breach  of  the 
“ la\r,  and  therefore,  might  impofe  on  the  public  as  a government  by  law ; 
“ fuch  was  the  addition  of  two  unneceffary  connniffioners ; fuch  were 
“ the  unneceffary  falaries  for  four  officers  of  the  ftamps ; fuch  Avere  the  addi- 
“ tional  falaries  to  four  officers  of  the  ordnance ; fuch,  in  fliort,  the  crea- 
“ tion  of  fourteen  new  parliamentary  places,  and  of  eight  or  nine  parlia- 
“ mentary  penfions,  in  the  courfe  of  lefs  than  tweh'e  months.  Thefe  mea- 
“ fures  import  their  OAvn  criminality,  and  befpeak  on  the  part  of  his  ma- 
“ jefty’s  minifters,  a defign  to  govern  this  country  by  fapping  the  founda- 
“ tion  of  her  liberty.  They  called  upon  us  to  difalloAV  them,  they  called 
“ upon  us  to  AvithdraAv  our  confidence  from  the  minifters  by  Avhom  they  were 
“ impofed  ; but  they  Avent  no  further.  They  did  not  appear  to  be  accom- 
“ pauied  Avith  any  o\ert  aCl,  Avhereby  the  criminal  defigns  of  their  authors 
“ could  be  fubftantiated  by  evidence  enough  to  punifh  their  perfons ; they 
“ Avere  good  reafons  for  difmiffmg  the  minifters  for  ever  from  his  majefty’s 

councils,  but  not  grounds  for  perfonal  punilhment. 
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“ But  there  is  another  part  of  this  proje6t,  wherein  his  majefty's  nhnifters 
“ have  not  only  attempted  to  undermine  the  conftitution,  hut  have  actually 
“ broken  the  laws ; for  that  part  of  the  project,  we  conceive  his  majefty’s 
“ minifters  to  be  impeachable.  Sir,  the  fale  of  honors  is  an  impeachable  of- 
“ fence;  the  crime  fpeaks  itfelf.  But  to  take  the  point  out  of  doubt,  I will 
“ Rate  to  you  a cafe  ; the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
“ was  impeached  on  thirteen  articles,  and  the  ninth  article  was  the  fale  of 
“ honors  ; the  very  crime,  of  which  the  minifters  of  Ireland  have  been  guilty. 
“ He  was  impeached  for  the  fale  of  a peerage  to  Lord  Roberts  for  10,000/. 

“ The  Iloufe  of  Commons  in  fupport  of  the  impeachment,  Rated  the 
“'heinoufnefs  of  perverting  the  ancient  and  honorable  way  of  obtaining 
“ titles  of  honor.  They  urged  the  crime  of  taking  away  from  the  crown, 
“ the  fair  and  frugal  way  of  rewarding  great  and  deferving  fervants.  They 
“ Rated  the  crime  of  Ihuffling  promifcuouRy  and  confufedly  together,  thofe 
“ of  inferior  alloy,  with  thofe  of  the  pureft  and  moft  generous  metal.  They 
“ urged,  that  it  Mas  a prodigious  fcandal  to  the  nation,  and  that  for  fuch 
“ ofl'ence,  precedent  there  M as  none,  and  then  they  call  for  juRice  on  the 
“ head  of  that  man,  Mdio  by  making  honor  faleable,  had  rendered  it  con- 
“ temptible. 

But  there  is  a circumftance  in  the  offence  of  the  Irilh  miniftry,  which 
“ is  not  to  be  found  in  the  cafe  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ; they  have  ap- 
“ plied  the  money  arifmg  from  the  fale  to  model  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; 
“ this  is  another  impeachable  offence  ; that  minifter  who  fells  the  honors  of 
“ one  houfe  to  model  the  reprefentation  of  the  other,  is  impeachable  for  the 
“ laft  offence  as  M^ell  as  the  fiift ; he  makes  a M'icked,  and  fcandalous,  and 
“ illegal  ufe  of  the  prerogative  of  the  croMn,  in  order  to  deRroy  the  privi- 
“ leges  of  parliament.  He  makes  the  tMO  houfes  of  parliament  auxiliary,  not 
“ to  fupport,  but  to  contaminate  one  another.  Thus  he  is  a confpirator  againR 
“ the  legiflation  ; attacking  it  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  poifoning 
“ thetM’o  great  fources  of  the  law.  But  this  practice  corrupts  alfo  the  dif- 
penfation  of  juRice  as  mtII  as  the' fountains  of  the  laM' ; the  fale  of  apeer- 
“ age,  is  the  fale  of  a judicial  employment  of  the  higheft  judicial' fituation  ; 
“ a fituation,  Avhofe  province  it  is  to  correct  the  errors  of  all  other  courts ; 
“ fuch  a fale  goes  againft  the  common  law,  and  againft  the  fpirit  of  every 
“ Ratute  made  on  the  fubjeCf. 

“ I fay  the  prefent  minifters  of  this  country  cannot  govern  Ireland,  they 
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cannot  govern  Ireland  for  England  ; I do  not  call  corruption  government, 
“ not  the  carrying  a queftion  at  the  lofs  of  their  money  and  chara6ter.  They 
“ have  then  procured  for  Critilh  government,  neither  character  fufficient  to 
“ command  refpeft,  nor  revenue  fufficient  to  pay  the  eftablifliment ; but 
“ then  they  have  gotten  other  ftrength,  they  have  gotten  the  fupport  and 
“ good  will  of  the  nation.  No,  the  lofs  of  the  nation’s  good  will  is  fyno- 
“ nymous  with  the  lofs  of  reputation. 

“ The  independent  country  gentlemen  never  can  fupport  a minifler  who 
“ pra61ifes  extravagance  and  profelVes  corruption  ; fupporting  fuch  a minif- 
“ ter  they  would  be  country  gentlemen  no  longer,  they  would  be  the  fer- 
“ vants  of  the  caftle  out  of  livery.  They  muft  fee  and  defpife  the  pitiful 
“ policy  of  buying  the  country  gentlemen,  by  an  offer  to  Avrap  them  up  in 
“ the  old  caft-clothes  of  the  ariftocracy.  A clumfey  covering  and  a thin  dif- 
“ guife,  never  the  object  of  your  refpedt,  frequently  the  fubjecl  of  your  de- 
“ rifion ; the  country  gentleman  muft  recoiled!  how  feldom  he  can  procure 
“ even  an  audience  from  that  bench,  except  when  he  artificially  deferts  his 
“ caufe  and  his  country.  Place  him  on  his  native  hills,  and  he  is  a protec- 
“ tion  againft  the  ftorm  ; tranfplant  him  to  the  hot- bed  of  the  caftle,  he  de- 
“ generates  and  becomes  a Aveed. 

“ As  to  the  ariftocracy,  I will  not  fay  you  have  alienated  every  member 
“ of  that  body  ; but  I do  fay,  you  have  alienated  as  great,  as  refpctable, 
“ and  as  formidable  a part  of  that  body,  as  ever  ftood  in  the  phalanx  of 
“ oppofition  ; and  you  have  not  only  given  them  every  perfonal  provocation, 
“ but  every  public  topic,  and  every  public  provocation  to  raife  on  their  fide, 
“ the  intereft,  the  feelings,  and  the  voice  of  the  community.  You  have 
“ not,  however,  left  yourfelves  without  fome  part  of  the  ariftocracy  of  the 
“ country,  but  that  part  you  have  endeavoured  to  leave  Avithout  any  kind 
“ of  reputation,  by  diredting  againft  the  ariftocracy  of  Ireland  in  general, 
“ the  Avhifper  of  your  caftle,  and  the  fcurrility  of  your  prefs,  reducing  all 
“ men  to  the  leA'el  of  your  OArn  reputations.  Thus,  the  refult  of  your  pro- 
“ jedt  has  been  to  render  Britilh  government  in  this  country,  as  feeble  and 
“ contemptible,  as  the  tendency  of  your  projedl  is  to  render  the  Irilh  con- 
“ ftitution  corrupt  and  dependant.  For  the  fake  of  both  nations,  therefore, 
“ Ave  oppofe  it ; but  hoAv  defeat  this  projedt  ? Certainly  not  by  a plan  of 
“ felf-defence.  It  is  a maxim  of  Avar,  that  the  body  that  is  ever  attacked, 
“ and  only  defends,  muft  finally  be  fubdued,  it  is  then  on  a principle  of 
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“ felf-prefervation,  tliat  we  refort  to  the  good  old  metliod  of  impeachment. 
“ We  have  long  difputed  about  this  penfion  and  that  place,  until  inch  by 
“ inch  we  are  driven  into  our  trenches  by  a victorious  enemy.  It  is  now 
“ ncceffary  to  change  our  fyftem  of  action,  and  to  come  forth  with  the 
“ power  of  the  conltitution  to  puniih  the  enemies  thereof.  We  call  this 
“ houfe,  whofe  foundation  the  minifter  now  undermines,  to  witnefs  that  we 
“ are  compelled  to  this,  and  that  thefe  men  have,  by  a multiplication  and 
“ repetition  of  plunder,  prodigality,  corruption,  infult,  outrage  and  mifde- 
“ meanours,  brought  forth  at  laft  the  reluClant  juftice  of  the  nation.  The 
“ great  influences,  which  the  philofopher  tells  you  are  neceffary  to  bind  to- 
“ gether  the  moral  fyftem  are  wanting  here.  The  influence  of  opinion,  of 
“ future  andfublunary  puniflmient : the  two  firft  the  minifter  difregards  ; be 
“ it  our  province  to  introduce  into  this  region  the  laft,  that  his  majefty’s 
“ minifters  may  be  fenfible  there  is  a vindictive  juftice,  and  that  there  is  in 
“ this  country  a power  competent  to  infliCl  that  juftice  upon  them.  Gentle- 
“ men  come  over  to  this  country  for  a livelihood,  and  they  find  fervants 
“ who,  like  themfelves,  look  to  government  for  nothing  but  a livelihood, 
“ and  this  alliance,  that  does  not  include  an  idea  of  public  care  or  duty, 
“ they  call  an  adminiftration  ; but  it  is  our  talk  to  interrupt  this  venal  com- 
“ merce  by  impeachment.  Had  the  people  of  England  only  condemned 
“ lln'p  money,  they  had  done  nothing.  No,  they  brought  forth  to  public 
“ punilhment  the  projectors,  they  exhibited  the  malefaCfor  at  the  bar  of  the 
“ nation.  The  injuries  you  have  fuftered,  demand  a fpeClacle  of  that  kind  ; a 
“ ftate  oftender  kneeling  at  the  bar  of  the  lords,  and  impeached  in  the  name, 
“ and  on  the  behalf  of  the  commons  of  this  realm.  I therefore  move  you, 

“ That  a feleCt  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire,  in  the  moft  folemn 
“ manner,  whether  the  late  or  prefent  adminiftration  have  entered  into  any 
“ corrupt  agreement  with  any  perfon  or  perfons,  to  recommend  fuch  perfon 
“ or  perfons  to  his  majefty  as  fit  and  proper  to  be  by  him  made  peers  of  this 
“ realm,  in  confideration  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  giving  certain  fums  of 
“ money  to  be  laid  out  in  procuring  the  return  of  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
“ liament,  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  inconfiftent  with  the  inde- 
“ pendence  of  parliament,  and  in  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
“ land.” 

This  very  fevere  and  pointed  attack  was  refifted  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  for  want  of  evidence  to  ground  any  fpecific  charge  upon  : Ample 

alfertion 


296 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


affertion  and  common  fame  were  totally  infufficient : therefore,  to  the  crime 
alleged,  they  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  put  themfelves  upon  their  country  to 
be  judged  by  their  adions.  The  prime  ferjeant  found  the  motion  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary a nature,  of  fuch  alarming  magnitude  and  novelty,  and  intro- 
duced in  fo  ftrange  a manner,  that  no  man  could,  confiftently  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftice,  or  the  dictates  of  his  confcience  accede  to  it.  When  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  was  befpoken  for  that  day,  gentlemen,  according  to 
the  ufual  courfe  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  requefted  to  know  the  intend- 
ed fuhjeft  of  debate : all  information  was  withholden,  and  a general  refe- 
rence made  to  the  former  debates.  If  the  minifter  in  either  country  Ihould 
introduce  a propofition  of  fo  much  novelty  without  a previous  information, 
there  would  be  ftronger  ground  than  common  fame  to  fufpedl  an  intention  to 
furprize  the  houfe : if  the  meafure  be  fo  felf-evident,  why  had  it  been  kept 
back,  and  introduced  after  five  days  preparation,  M’ith  a reference  to  feveral 
authorities  to  fupport  its  propriety  ? And  among  others,  one  from  the  inaufpi- 
cious  reign  of  Charles  I.  : a reign,  in  which  the  other  houfe  of  parliament 
was  voted  ufelefs,  and  which  terminated  in  the  facrifice  of  the  king  to  hypo- 
crify  and  faction.  - If  any  better  authority  could  be  produced,  the  honor- 
able member  would  have  recurred  to  it : but  even  that  precedent,  as  cited, 
did  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  that  day,  mfti- 
tuted  a committee  to  filli  for  evidence,  Avhereon  to  ground  an  accufation  : a 
fpecies  of  proceeding,  in  his  judgment,  inadmiffible. 

A very  fevere  debate  enfued,  about  the  clofe  of  Avhich,  Mr.  Grattan  rofe 
to  reply  ; he  was  indignant,  that  it  fhould  have  been  faid  in  debate,  that  the 
fa<5fs  refted  upon  his  fimple  affertion.  “ Will  you,”  faid  he,  “ reft  it  on  that  ? 

Will  you  maintain  it  is  only  a fimple  affertion  ? I do  not  affert  only,  that, 
“ I have  heard  it  commonly  faid,  and  fpecially  ftated,  the  fums,  the  per- 
“ foils,  the  circumftances  ; but  I faitl  I never  heard  it  out  of  thefe  walls  de- 
“ nied.  It  is  a crime  as  generally  knoivn,  and  as  publicly  reported,  as  any 
“ thing,  Avhich  is  not  yet  reduced  to  fpecial  conviction;  it  is  a crime  ive 
“ offer  to  prove  ; we  come  here  to  arraign  the  ininifters  of  the  crown.  I 
“ will  read  the  charges  which  I make  againft  them.”  He  then  read  the  follow- 
ing paper. 

“ We  charge  them  publicly,  in  the  face  of  their  country,  with  making 
“ corrupt  agreements  for  the  fale  of  peerages,  for  doing  which,  ive  fay  they 
“ are  impeachable ; we  charge  them  ivitli  corrupt  agreements  for  the  dif- 

“ pofal 
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pofal  of  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale,  to  purchafe  for  the  fervants  of 
the  caftle,  feats  in  the  alTembly  of  the  people ; for  doing  which  we  fay 
“ tliey  are  impeachable ; we  charge  them  with  committing  tliefe  offences, 
“ not  in  one,  nor  in  two,  but  in  many  inftances,  for  Avhich  complication  of 
“ offences,  we  fay  they  are  impeachable ; guilty  of  a fyftematic  endeavour 
“ to  undermine  the  conftitution  in  violation  of  the  laAvs  of  the  land.  We 
“ pledge  ourfelves  to  convidi  them.  We  dare  them  to  go  into  an  enquiry. 
“ ^Ve  do  not  affedf  to  treat  them  as  other  than  public  malefadfors.  "We  fpeak 
“ to  them  in  a ftile  of  the  moft  mortifying  and  humiliating  defiance.  We 
“ pronounce  them  to  be  public  criminals.  Will  they  dare  to  deny  the 
“ charge  ? I call  upon,  and  dare  the  oftenfible  member  to  rife  in  his  place, 
“ and  fay  on  his  honor,  that  he  does  not  believe  fuch  corrupt  agreements 
“ have  taken  place.  I wait  for  a fpecific  anfwer.”  After  fome  paufe,  Mr. 
Secretary  Hobart  replied,  that  if  he  could  think  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man had  any  right  to  afk  him  the  queftion  he  had  propofed,  and  were  he 
alone  concerned  in  it,  he  fliould  find  no  manner  of  difficulty  in  anfwering 
him  ; but  as  it  was  a queftion,  Avhich  related  to  the  exercife  of  his  majefty’s 
undoubted  prerogative,  it  would  ill  become  him,  upon  the  inveftigation  of 
an  individual,  to  fay  what  were  the  reafons,  which  had  induced  his  majefty 
to  beftow  upon  any  peifon  thole  honors,  which  the  crovTi  alone  could  con- 
fiitutionally  confer.  As  to  the  charge  that  had  been  made,  he  could  not 
av'oid  expreffing  fome  furprize,  that  gentlemen  Avere  not  fulficiently  alarmed 
by  common  fame  at  the  end  of  Lord  Xorthington’s  adminilfration,  to  bring 
forward  fuch  a charge  then.  Common  fame  certainly  did  then  report,  that 
peerages  had  been  notorioufly  granted  in  return  for  feats  in  the  Commons 
Houfe  of  parliament ; yet  the  right  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends  Avere 
in  the  confidence  of  that  adminiftration,  and  muft  be  prefumed  to  be  infonn- 
ed  of  the  fact.  On  Avhich,  Mr.  Conolly  remarked,  that  his  right  honorable 
friend  had  afkeci  a plain,  unequivocal,  direfl  queftion,  and  the  houfe  Avas  to 
judge  A\  hether  he  had  received  an  intelligible  and  fatisfa^fory  anfwer.  The 
divifion  w as  144  againft,  and  88  for  the  motion. 

Another  ftrong  attack  Avas  made  on  the  fyftem  of  the  new  police,  in  a very 
heated  debate,  that  arofe  upon  the  order  of  the  day  (24th  February)  for  go- 
ing into  a committee  on  the  bill  to  continue  an  aet  palled  in  the  27th  year  of 
his  prefent  majefty,  intituled,^  An  act  for  the  better  execution  of  the  latt  and 
“ prefervation  of  the  peace  within  counties  at  large.” 
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* When  Mr.  Forbes  moved  the  place  bill  to  be  read  a fecond  time,  he 
ihortly  obferved,  that  to  expatiate  on  the  neceffity  of  the  bill  before  the 
hoiife  would  be  idle,  when  it  Avas  recolle6led,  that  no  lefs  than  one  hundred 
and  four  perfons,  holding  places  or  penfions,  AA^re  members  of  that  houfe. 
If  authority  Avere  necelfary  to  juftify  the  bill,  authority  AA^as  not  Avanting  ; 
for  more  than  fourfcore  years  Great  Britain  had  experienced  its  beneficial 
effects  ; it  AA^as  a principle  annexed  as  part  of  the  conditions  of  placing  on 
the  throne  the  family  of  BrunfAvick ; it  Avas  a principle  intei  AVoven  Avith  the 
revolution,  and  confidered  as  dfential  to  the  prefervation  of  the  people’s 
liberty  ; and  if  thefe  reafons  AA  ere  not  fufticiently  ftrong,  he  would  add  one 
more  : fince  the  laft  feflion  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  no  lefs  than  fourteen  ncAV 
places  had  been  created,  and  beftoAA^ed  upon  members  of  that  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  expe6ted  the  honorable  gentleman  Avould 
have  urged  fome  neAv  or  ftrong  argument  for  adopting  fo  firong  a meafure  as 
a total  change  in  the  principles  of  their  government.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  faid,  that  they  had  the  example  of  England  before  them  ; but  in 
England  tenfold  precaution  Avas  necelfary,  becaufe  in  England  the  patron- 
age of  the  croAvn  Avas  ten  times  greater  than  it  Avas  in  that  country. 

The  heat  of  this  debate  exceeded  that  of  any  one  of  the  felfionf,  and  the 
oppofition  Avas  the  largeft,  viz.  96  againfl  M3. 

Another 


* 10  Par.  Deb.  p.  3-29. 

-f  In  this  debate  Mr.  Grattan  held  the  folloAvIng  ftrong  language.  10  Par.  Deb.  340.  “ Sir,  I 

cannot  avoid  obferving,  that  in  this  day's  debate,  gentlemen  on  the  other  tide  of  the  houfe  have 
“ adopted  a certain  tone  of  power,  I prefume  in  confequence  of  a very  indecent  and  diforderly 
interpofition  on  the  part  of  one,  who  does  not  belong  to  this  houfe,  though  he  has  lately  inter- 
“ fered  in  its  proceedings.  Sir,  I am  not  uninformed  to  what  length  that  perfon  went  within 
" thefe  walls,  even  during  the  debates  of  this  houfe  5 it  feems  to  me  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  gen- 
” tlemen  on  the  other  fide  fhould  dwell  fo  much  on  the  neceffity  of  parliamentary  decorum,  when 
" they  have  been  evidently  fpirited  up  by  an  interpofition,  which  in  itfelf  was  the  grolfeft  violation 
of  parliamentary  decency.  Sir,  I have  been  told  it  was  faid,  that  I fhould  ha\'e  been  flopped, 
“ fliould  have  been  expelled  the  commons,  fhould  have  been  delivered  up  to  the  bar  of  the  lords 
“ for  the  expreffions  delivered  that  day. 

“ I will  repeat  what  I faid  on  that  day  : I faid  that  his  majefty’s  minifters  had  fold  the  peerages, 
for  which  offence  they  were  impeachable.  I faid  they  had  applied  the  money  for  the  purpofe  of 
“ purchafing  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  fervants  or  followers  of  the  caftle,  for  which 
“ offence  I faid  they  were  impeachable.  I faid  they  had  done  this,  not  in  one  or  two,  but  in  fe- 
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Another  very  long  and  interefting  debate  took  place  upon  the  legality  of 
ilTuing  FIATS  for  levying  unafcertained  damages.  One  IMagee*,  the  printer 
of  a paper,  whilft  under  a criminal  profecution  at  the  fuit  of  IMr.  Higgins, 
■was  confined  to  gaol  upon  different  figned  by  Lord  Clonmel,  to  the 

amount  of  7800/.  He  had  petitioned  parliament : a committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  moved,  “ that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
“ committee,  that  the  iffuing  ^vT■its  from  courts  of  juftice  in  actions  of  flan- 
“ der  or  defamation,  where  the  fum  of  damages  could  not  be  fairly  afcer- 
“ tained,  and  holding  perfons  to  fpeeial  bail  in  exceffive  firms  thereon,  is 
‘‘  illegal  and  fubverfive  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubje6t.”  The  motion,  how- 
ever, was  loft  by  a majority  of  125  againft  gi. 

Similar  divifions  after  long  and  heated  debates,  determined  the  fate  of  the 
refponfibility  and  penfion  bills.  In  the  debate  of  the  preceding  evening,  the 

“ veral  inftances,  for  which  complication  of  offences  I faid  his  majefty’s  minifters  were  impeach- 
“ able,  as  public  malefactors,  who  had  confpired  againft  the  common  weal,  the  independency  of 
“ parliament,  and  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land  ; and  I oft'ered,  and  dared  them  to  put  this 
matter  in  a courfe  of  enquiry.  I added,  that  I confidered  them  as  public  malefaCtors,  whom 
we  were  ready  to  bring  to  juftice.  I repeat  thefe  charges  now,  and  if  any  thing  more  fevere 
were  on  a former  occafton  exprelfed,  I beg  to  be  reminded  of  it,  and  I will  again  repeat  it. 
“ Why  do  you  not  expel  me  now  ? Why  not  fend  me  to  the  bar  of  the  lords  ? Where  is  your  ad- 
“ vifer  ? Going  out  of  the  houfe  I fliall  repeat  my  fentiments,  that  his  majefty’s  minifters  are 
“ guilty  of  impeachable  offences  j and  advancing  to  the  bar  of  the  lords,  I fhall  repeat  thofe  fenti- 
“ ments,  or  if  the  tower  is  to  be  my  habitation,  I will  there  meditate  the  impeachment  of  thefe 
“ minifters,  and  return  not  to  capitulate,  but  to  punifli.  Sir,  I think  I know  myfelf  well  enough 
“ to  fay,  that  if  called  forth  to  fuffer  in  a public  caufe,  I will  go  farther  than  my  profecutors,  both 
''  in  virtue  and  in  danger.” 

* 10  Par.  Deb.  p.  86.3.  One  fiat  for  4000/.  was  iffued  againft  him  on  tlie  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Daly,  the  manager  of  the  Dublin  theatre,  who  fwore,  that  certain  malicious  paragraphs  had  ap- 
peared in  Magee’s  newfpaper,  in  confequence  of  which  he  had  fuffered  damages  to  tlie  amount  of 
4000/.}  particularly,  that  his  four  daughters  and  one  fon  had  fuffered  that  lofs  in  their  future 
profpeCts  in  life  by  the  reprefen tations  made  in  that  paper  that  he  gained  a livelihood  by  gaming. 
Another  fiat  had  iffued  for  800/.  on  an  affidavit  of  one  Brennan,  who  eftimated  his  lofs  at  that  fum 
for  having  been  accufed  of  keeping  a houfe  of  reception.  A third  iffued  for  lOOO/.  on  the  affidavit 
of  Mifs  Fanny  Tracey,  (the  refiduary  legatee  of  Mr.  Fliggins)  who  fwore,  that  ffie  believed  Ihe 
had  fuffered  to  the  amount  of  that  fum  by  an  infinuation  in  that  paper,  that  flie  was  better  acquaint- 
ed with  a certain  gentleman,  than  fhe  ought  to  be.  And  a fourth  had  iffued  for  lOOO/.  on  the  af- 
^fidavit  of  Mr.  Higgins,  that  his  character  (quod  vide,  p.  256,  vol.  2.  in  a note)  had  fuffered  to  that 
amount,  from  certain  malicious  inlinuations  contained  in  Magee’s  papers.  Magee’s  cafe  was  taken 
up  very  warmly  by  the  public,  and  this  failure  in  parliamentary  relief,  in  which  he  had  been  very 
fanguine,  tended  to  encreafc  the  unpopularity  of  government. 
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gentlemen  of  tlie  oppofition  had  been  called  upon  from  the  treafiiry  bench, 
M'ith  an  air  of  authority,  to  account  for  their  very  extraordinary  conduft, 
during  the  whoL  or  that  fellion  of  parliameut.  It  certainly  was  an  unplea- 
fant  fellion  to  the  iniiiifter.  On  the  6th  of  March,  ]\ir.  Curran  rofe  to  make 
Ills  promifed  motion  ; which  he  prefaced  Acith  a long  and  animated  fpeech. 
In  anlwer  to  the  recent  call  from  the  oppohte  treafury  benches,  he  faid,  on 
their  conduct  he  was  not  afraid  to  appeal  folemnly  to  the  fenfe  of  the  people, 
at  the  eve  of  a political  dilfolution,  when  tlie  members  of  the  houfe  were 
about  to  be  refunded  to  the  great  mafs  of  the  people,  and  to  give  an  ac- 
count, whether  they  had  been  remifs  in  their  parliamentary  vigilance,  num- 
bered upon  their  pods,  or  betrayed  the  palfes  of  their  conftitution.  He  faid, 
gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  houfe  had  been  accufed  of  invedlive  : it  Avas 
not  their  Avifli  to  iliield,  but  fcourge  venality.  He  decried  the  invedive, 
that  could  call  a blufli  into  the  cheek  of  virtue  or  innocence  ; but  the  invec- 
tive complained  of,  A\  as  the  laft  refource,  Avhich  God  had  left  to  injured  vir- 
tue, and  he  gloried  in  the  name  of  being  one  of  its  difpenfers.  No  man, 
lie  faid,  could  be  blamed  for  want  of  charadler  or  talents ; he  blamed 
not  minifters  for  inability  to  defend,  but  for  inclination  to  deftroy.  They 
liad  been  charged  Acith  vindi6tivenefs  ; but  did  they  not,  Achile  trampling 
on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  on  one  fide,  employ  it  for  the  purpofes  of  Auliliea- 
tion,  mifreprefentation,  and  fcurrility^  on  the  other?  He  then  called  upon 
the  countiy  to  Acitnefs,  that  he  and  the  friends  Avith  Avhom  he  a61ed,  Avere 
folemnly  pledged  to  each  other  never  to  refign  the  projeft,  Avhich  he 
liad  held  up  againft  corruption  ; and  though  he  might  never  again  rife  in  that 
lioufe,  though  it  might  not  be  their  fate  to  fee  the  perfection  of  that  confti- 
tution, Avhich  they  hailed  on  its  return  to  life,  they  Avould  neATr  relinquifli 
their  efforts  in  its  fupport.  He  had  the  fatisfadtion  to  refleft,  that  in  thofe 
countries  Avhere  liberty  Avas  extinguilhed,  it  had  never  given  Avay,  but  Avhen 
the  corruption  of  the  prince  had  combined  with  the  vices  of  the  people  for 
its  fubverfion.  But  he  thanked  Heaven  that  country  Avas  bleffcd  Avith  a 
A’irtuous  and  patriotic  prince,  attached  to  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  his 
people,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  people  was  yet  unbroken:  even  in  the  capital, 
where  corruption  fat  like  an  Incubus  upon  the  public  heart,  and  fucked  the 
vital  blood  of  the  conftitution,  the  indignation  of  the  people  was  manifeft 
againft  the  conduct  of  their  rulers.  He  called  upon  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  to  join  him  in  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  ; in  a fupplication  to  that  king, 
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whom  all  revered,  not  as  from  an  humble  arm  of  the  Britidi  empire,  but  as 
from  a great  and  independent  kingdom,  to  free  them  from  thofe  meafures, 
which  rendered  that  country  a fcandal  to  the  name  of  Britilli  liberty.  He 
concluded  his  fpeech  by  moving  the  following  refolution  : 

“ Refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  king,  to  inform  his 
majefty,  that  having  taken  into  confideration  the  growth  of  expence  and 
influence  in  that  country,  it  appeared  on  a comparative  view  of  the  public 
charges  of  1789,  v'ith  thofe  of  1784,  exclufive  of  the  charges  for  bounties 
and  parliamentary  grants,  and  including  the  charges  in  collebting  the  reve- 
nue, that  there  liad  been  in  1789,  an  increafeof  expence  of  183,000/..  That 
the  civil  lift  within  that  period,  had  increafed  3 1 ,000/.  of  which  the  increafe 
of  the  penfion  lift  was  l6,000/.  befides  14,000/.  which  had  ceafed,  and  was 
fupplied  within  the  fame  period  ; fo  that  in  the  courfe  of  five  years,  not  lefs 
than  30,000/.  a year  in  penfions  had  been  granted  on  the  civil  eftablilhment 
alone,  befides  anencreafe  in  military  penfions,  and  in  charges  on  other  efta- 
bliflnnents  in  the  nature  of  penfions. 

That  the  expence  of  collebtiug  the  revenues  has,  fince  Lady-day,  1784, 
increafed  105,000/. 

That  the  encreafe  of  expence  of  colled;ing  the  hereditary,  additional,  and 
ftamp  duties,  had  encreafed  73,000/.  without  including  additions  made  fince 
IMarch,  17S9,  by  adding  two  members  of  parliament  to  the  revenue  board, 
and  making  nine  commiflioners  of  revenue  inftead  of  feven,  the  number  to 
which  the  commiflioners  were  in  1773,  reduced  by  public  agreement;  and 
alfo,  without  including  new  falaries,  given  in  the  perfons  of  five  members 
of  parliament,  to  ftamp  officers,  for  difcharging  a duty  which  was  formerly 
annexed  to  the  board  of  accounts  by  public  agreement,  and  executed  with- 
out any  diftindt  falary,  and  without  complaint. 

That  this  encreafe  of  73,000/.  could  not  be  juftified.  That  the  new  taxes, 
particularly  thofe  on  malt  and  tobacco,  were  no  excufe  for  fuch  an  encreafe, 
inafmuch  as  the  tax  on  malt  produced  not  more  than  27,000/.  net,  and  that 
the  late  excife  on  tobacco  was  not  attended  with  any  encreafe  of  revenue. 

That  that  expence  was  the  more  cenfurable,  becaufe  the  colledlion  of  the 
revenue  was  already  loaded  with  many  unneceflary  charges,  particularly 
great  falaries  to  officers  of  cuftoms  who  did  no  duty,  and  with  other  finecure 
offices,  which  were  in  fact  penfions,  given  to  individuals  for  political  confide- 
rations,  without  any  view  to  fne  collection  of  the  revenue. 
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That  the  encreafe  of  the  revenue  fince  1784,  after  paying  drawbacks  and 
bounties,  appeared  to  be  a fum  not  lefs  that  168,000/.  but  by  the  encreafe 
of  expence  in  collefting  the  fame,  was  reduced  to  a net  fum  of  about 
67,000/.  fo  that  after  deducting  the  charge  of  32,000/.  for  the  poft-office,  his 
majefty’s  government  paid  73,000/.  for  getting  net  to  the  treafury  67,000/. 

That  they  were  fenfible  of  the  bleffings  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  and  the  im- 
proving the  hate  of  the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  the  country,  but  muft 
confider  the  fame  as  the  refult  of  a free  conllitution,  recovered  under  his 
majefty’s  aufpices,  and  not  of  the  ability  or  virtue  of  his  prefent  minifters ; 
on  the  contrary,  that  their  plans  of  expence,  if  not  immediately  checked, 
would  deprive  them  of  thofe  bleffings,  inafmuch  as  the  public  expence  ex- 
ceeded the  public  income  in  a fum  of  not  lefs  than  70,000/.  after  allowing 
for  a payment  of  34,000/.  made  to  government  that  year  for  New  Geneva, 
which  was  a cafual  refource,  and  would  not  again  recur ; fo  that  their  an- 
nual expence  then  was  in  a courfe  of  exceeding  their  annual  income  in  a 
fum  of  more  than  100,000/.  notwithftanding  the  new  taxes. 

That  in  the  two  laft  years,  ending  Lady-day,  1789,  after  ftriking  off  fic- 
titious charges,  they  had  encreafed  the  debt  of  the  nation  113,000/.  not- 
withftanding a furplus  of  the  loan  duties  in  that  period,  to  diminilh  the 
funded  debt,  and  the  continuation  of  thofe  new  taxes,  which  were  granted 
in  confidence  of  preventing  the  accumulation  of  any  debt  whatfoever. 

That  this  houfe  having  before  them  the  returns  of  thofe  articles  of  re- 
venue, in  Avhich  the  health  and  comforts  of  the  people  were  particularly 
concerned,  could  not  but  obferve,  that  the  regulations  afiedting  the  brev’e- 
ries,  appeared  not  only  to  have  been  fruitlefs,  but  in  a great  degree  pernici- 
ous, inafmuch  as  the  inland  excife  on  beer  and  ale,  for  three  years  previous 
to  July,  1789,  produced  not  lefs  than  390,000/.  Mdiereas  the  faid  excife  for 
the  three  years,  ending  1790,  produced  266,000/.  which  was  a falling  off  in 
the  latter  period  of  124,000/.  fo  that  the  breweries  had  been  almoft  extin- 
guilhed  by  the  prefent  regulation,  and  inftead  of  giving  the  people  a v hole- 
fome  and  necclfary  liquor,  the  regulations  of  his  majefty's  minifters  had  ex- 
traded  a pernicious  income  from  the  fale  of  fpirits,  at  the  expence  of  the  ‘ 
morals  and  health  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people. 

That  this  houfe  having  taken  into  confideration  the  growth  of  influence, 
Legged  leave  to  inform  his  majefiy,  that  within  the  laft  year,  the  new  falaries 
and  additional  places  created  for  members  of  that  houfe,  together  with  new 
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or  revived  offices  for  the  fame,  amounted  to  a number  not  lefs  than  fourteen, 
and  there  \ras  alfo  a confiderable  number  of  penfions  granted  to  members  of 
that  houfe  or  to  their  connexions,  within  the  fame  period,  and  that  the  joint 
increafe  was  fo  confiderable,  as  to  comprehend  a number  which,  when  taken 
from  one  hde  and  added  to  the  other,  was  not  lefs,  than  that  majority,  which 
had,  in  the  courfe  of  that  feffion,  ufually  decided  the  great  queftions  between 
the  people  and  the  minifler. 

That  Avhen  they  looked  at  the  progrefs  of  influence  within  the  lafl;  twenty 
years,  they  found,  that  the  number  of  revived  or  new  places  and  falaries 
created  within  that  period,  and  then  in  the  pofleffion  of  members  of  that 
houfe,  was  not  lefs  than  forty,  a number,  which  exceeded  all  the  counties  in 
Ireland,  and  that  they  could  not  but  obferve,  that  the  number  of  placemen 
and  penfioners,  then  members  of  that  houfe,  were  not  lefs  than  108.  That  to 
that  they  were  to  add  a number  of  perfons  expecting  both  reverfions  and  ho- 
nors; and  that  they  could  not  avoid  infonning  his  inajefty,  that  they  had  but 
too  flrong  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  minifters  of  the  crown  had  grofsly 
abufed  the  prerogative,  by  virtue  of  which  his  inajefty  had  been  wont  to  con- 
fer honors  on  the  fubje6l,  and  they  apprehended,  that  his  miniflers  had  en- 
tered into  various  agreements  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  improper  and  cor-- 
nipt  returns  into  that  houfe  hy  the  fale  of  the  honors  of  the  other. 

That  they  were  moft  apprehenfive  for  the  fafety  of  their  liberties;  inafmuch 
as  the  attempts  of  a6tual  influence  had  been  accompanied  by  pofitive  decla- 
rations, and  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons  had  been  informed,  that  in  order 
to  defeat  a reflftance  made  in  parliament  to  the  will  of  the  minifler,  certain 
great  portions  of  public  money  had  been  expended,  to  which  moft  alarming 
confeffion  they  could  annex  no  meaning  other  than  that  the  government- 
of  that  country  formerly  had,  in  breach  of  trufl,  mifapplied  the  public  trea- 
fure  under  the  names  of  place,  penfion,  or  falary,  to  induce  individuals  to 
betray  the  community  for  fuch  corrupt  confiderations. 

That  even  the  particular  fums  fo  expended  had  been  fpecified  and  con-- 
feffed  ; and  that  fuch  corrupt  and  defperate  practice  alarmed  them  the  more, 
beeaufe  it  had  not  tranfpired  as  a crime  to  be  puniflied,  but  had  been  openly 
avowed  as  an  inflrument  of  government  to  be  again  refolded  to. 

That  fuch  exercife  of  influence  had  not  only  been  confefled,  but  defended 
on  a principle  mofl  offenfive  to  the  feelings,  and  derogatory  from  the  con-- 
dition  of  his  majefly’s  fubjefts  of  Ireland. 
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Tliat  when  they  fought  the  fame  fecurities  and  provifions  for  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  which  Great  Britain  had  adopted  againft  the  corrupt  influence 
of  the  minifter,  they  had  been  told,  that  fuch  provifions,  however  proper  in 
Great  Britain,  were  not  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  Ireland  ; for  that  the 
government  in  that  country  fliould  be  ftronger  than  the  government  in 
Great  Britain,  and  of  courfe  the  influence  and  authority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  comparatively  weaker  in  the  balance  of  the  confdtution. 

That  fuch  wild  and  unconftitutional  diftin6tion,  conftruing  the  people  of 
Ireland  out  of  the  benefit  of  equal  liberty,  to  introduce  among  them  a fu- 
perior  degiee  of  coiTuption  and  profligacy,  called  forth  from  his  majefty’s 
faithful  commons  of  Ireland,  the  warmeft  proteftations,  and  they  did  proteft 
againft  it  accordingly.  And  they  further,  did,  in  the  name,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
people  of  that  realm,  claim  and  challenge  an  equal  inheritance  in  the  bleflings 
of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  and  an  equal  right  to  fecure  tliofe  bleflings  by 
-every  wife  and  falutary  law. 

That  they  begged  leave  further  to  inform  his  majefty,  that  perfonal  as  well 
as  political  liberty  was  in  danger;  that  the  fubjeft  had  been  imprifoned 
againft  law,  by  being  holden  to  arbitrary  and  exceflive  bail.  The  declaration 
of  rights,  calculated  to  fecure  him  againft  fuch  oppreflion,  had  been  dif- 
regarded  and  violated;  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  attacked,  and  the  hopes  of 
the  nation  in  her  grand  inqueft  of  correding  fuch  mifchiefs,  blafted  by  the 
interpofition  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  proteding  from  injury  thofe  illegal 
and  arbitrary  proceedings,  which  they  could  not  prefume  to  juftify. 

That  they  had  ventured  to  lay  the  above  particulars  before  his  majefty, 
moft  humbly  imploring  his  majefty’s  royal  interpofition,  to  guard  their  coun- 
try againft  thofe  dangers,  which  then  threatened  the  independence  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  liberties  of  the  people,” 

This  was  the  lalt  attack  made  by  the  patriots  during  the  feflion;  defpair- 
ing  of  being  able  to  carry  any  queftion  whatever  againft  a majority,  which 
had  remained  fo  fteady  in  their  ranks,  they  refolved  to  perpetuate  to  pofterity 
the  real  grounds  of  their  oppoling  the  late  fyftem  of  government,  by  record- 
ing them  in  the  form  of  an  addrefs  on  the  journals  of  that  houfe.  The  de- 
bate was  kept  up  with  heat  and  acrimony  till  4 o’clock  on  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing; when  upon  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  the  houfe  divided  141  againft 
90.^ 
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The  parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  5th  of  April,  1700,  and  the  viceroy 
informed  them  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  that  as  the  important  objeOls, 
which  had  engaged  their  attention  during  the  fellion,  had  been  accoinplilhed, 
he  had  great  pleafure  in  lignily  ing  his  majefty’s  approbation  of  the  zeal  they 
had  lhe\^'n  for  the  public  intereft;  and  the  difpatch,  with  which  they  had 
concluded  the  national  bnfinefs. 

In  vain  had  the  patriotic  lide  of  the  Houle  of  Commons  exerted  their  ta- 
lents, and  played  all  the  powers  of  their  batteries  upon  the  minilterial  pha- 
lanx: although  a majority  had  been  long  fecured,  additional  force  was  found 
requitite  either  to  gain  freih  profelytes  or  ftrengthen  the  wavering.  A nu- 
merous creation  of  peers  took  place  ; and  the  parliamentary  intereft  of  the 
cafde  was  thereby  unqueftionably  increafed.  The  verv  nature  of  the  different 
queftions,  which  had  been  prelfed  upon  the  minilters  during  the  feffion,  ne- 
cefl'arilv  engaged  and  roufed  the  feelings  of  the  people  out  of  doors.  The 
^Mtig  club,  which  was  moft  obnoxious  to  government,  was  regularly  attended 
by  the  moft  popular  charaders : it  increafed  in  numbers,  and  attention  to 
the  ends  of  its  inftitutions.  A northern  Whig  club  was  formed  at  Belfall, 
and  Lord  de  Clifford  placed  in  the  chair.  This  gave  freih  umbrage  to  the 
caftle : and  the  newfpaper  contefts  for  and  againft  the  club  exceeded  all 
moderation.  Moft  of  the  volunteer  coq>s,  which  kept  up  any  lhare  of  tlreir 
original  fpirit,  identified  themfelves  in  a manner  Mith  it,  as  their  beloved  Ge- 
neral Lord  Charlemont  was  a conltant  attendant.  Befides  the  late  creation 
of  peerages,  the  recent  collation  of  fo  many  places  and  penfions  upon  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  and  the  rejedion  of  eveiy'  popular  motion  made  in  the 
commons,  which  were  felt  or  treated  as  public  grievances  aft'eding  equally 
every  part  of  the  nation,  a particular  ground  of  difcontent  attached  itfelf  to 
the  metropolis.  The  police  bill  was  execrated  by  all,  except  thofe,  v.  ho  re- 
ceived under  it  emolument,  patronage  or  power.  One  of  the  grand  objedions 
againft  it,  was,  that  it  ferved  as  an  infrrument  for  encreafmg  the  power  of  the 
caftle  in  the  corporation.  It  was  therefore  propofed  by  fome  of  the  popular 
party,  that  a teft  Ihould  be  fubfcribed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  not  to  ac- 
cept of  any  place  under  the  police;  which  they  were  fo  far  from  agreeing  to, 
that  tliey  entered  into  an  engagement,  that  no  man  ihould  be  eleded  or  eli- 
gible to  the  board  of  aldeimen,  who  Ihould  have  figned  any  declaration  or 
teft  whatever.  The  repeated  failure  of  ^Ir.  Alderman  James  in  his  eledion  to 
the  mayoralty  by  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Napper  Tandy,  who  was  at  that 
VoL.  II.  0,0,  time 
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time  very  popular  in  the  city,  brought  the  mayor  and  aldermen  and  the 
common  council  to  an  open  and  violent  rupture. 

The  different  extraordinary  movements  on  the  Continent,  gave  rife  to  flrong 
rumours  of  war:  and  the  temper  of  the  people  of  Ireland  eagerly  feized  that 
opportunity  of  reviving  and  encreafmg  the  corps  of  volunteers.  Several  offers 
were  made  to  government  to  raife  regiments  of  Roman  Catholics.  The  progrefs 
of  the  French  revolution,  which  at  this  time  was  fpoken  of  by  many  of  the 
firfl  ftatcfmen,  politicians  and  philofophers  with  fympathy  and  admiration, 
became  a favorite  topic  with  the  Irifli : they  had  fo  recently  obtained  their 
own  civil  freedom  and  independence,  that  they  were  forward  in  fympathizing 
with  others  in  purfuit  of  a fimilar  object.  The  Belfafl  papers  were  confpicu- 
OLis  for  their  panegyrics  on  the  French  Rruggle  againfl  defpotifm,  and  their 
ardent  efforts  to  attain  a free  conflitution.  That  revolution  had  not  yet 
exhibited  any  of  thofe  fymptoms,  at  which  a fair  advocate  for  liberty  fliould 
faulter.  For  fome  time  the  government  of  Ireland  began  to  dread  the 
pruriency  of  civil  freedom  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  particularly  in  the 
province  of  Ulfter.  They  fought  the  corredlive  in  coercion  and  feverity. 
^lany  then  judged,  that  a lenient  fyflem  would  be  more  efficient.  In  this 
year  the  Irilh  government  gave  a flrong  illuftration  of  the  pliancy  of  the 
human  mind  to  time  and  circumftance.  That  fympathy,  which  had  in- 
duced Lord  Buckingham  to  countenance,  cheriffi  and  reward  the  emigrant 
democracy  from  Genev'a,  had  now  turned  into  difguft  and  horror.  The 
fecretary*  openly  announced  the  intention  of  government  to  abandon  their 
intention  to  carry  the  proje6t  of  a colony  at  New  Geneva  into  execution. 
Fortunately  for  the  country  this  Tudden  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the 
caftle  turned  out  a faving  of  33,000/.  fo  much  out  of  the  50,000/.  having  re- 
mained unapplied  : it  was  carried  to  the  credit' of  the  nation. 

Notwithflanding  the  prefent  prevalence  of  the  popular  political  opinions 
out  of  parliament,  the  influence  of  the  caftle  prevented  any  great  change  in 
the  return  of  members  to  the  new  parliament.  The  diffolution  took  place 
on  the  8th  of  April,  1790,  and  the  new  parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet 
at  Dublin  on  the  20th  of  May,  but  before  that  time  was  further  prorogued 
to  the  10th  of  July,  when  it  met  for  difpatch  of  bufmefs. 

During  that  fliort  feffion,  which  lafted  only  to  the  24th  of  the  month,  lit- 
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tie  occurred  worthy  of  notice.  When  IMr.  Secretary  Hobart  moved,  that 
Mr.  Fofter  fliould  again  take  the  chair  in  that  affembly,  Mr.  Conolly  moved 
as  an  amendment,  that  the  name  of  the  Right  Honorable  William  Brabazon 
Ponfonby  ihould  be  inferted  : but  the  houfe  did  not  divide,  and  Mr.  Foftef 
was  re-elefted,  accepted  and  complimented  by  the  lord  lieutenant;  who  then 
made  the  following  fpeech  to  both  houfes. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I HAVE  it  in  command  from  the  king,  to  acquaint 
“ you,  that  his  majefty  fome  time  fince  receivM  information,  that  two  veffels 
belonging  to  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  and  navigated  under  the  Britifli  flag, 
“ and  two  others,  the  defcription  of  which  is  not  hitherto  fufficiently  afcer- 
“ tained,  had  been  captured  at  Nootka  Sound,  on  the  north-weft  coafl;  of 
“ America,  by  an  officer  commanding  two  Spanilh  Ihips  of  war;  that  tlie 
“ cargoes  of  the  Britilh  veflels  had  been  feized,  and  that  their  officers  and 
“ crews  had  been  fent  as  prifoners  to  a Spanifli  port.  His  majetly  in  confe- 
“ quence  of  this  tranfa6lion,  and  of  the  communications  which  had  palled 
“ on  the  fubje6t  between  his  majefly  and  the  court  of  Spain,  diredled  his  mi- 
“ nifter  at  Madrid  to  claim  fuch  full  and  adequate  fatisfa6tion,  as  the  nature 
“ of  the  cafe  evidently  required.  And  his  majefty  having  alfo  received  in- 
“ formation,  that  confiderable  armaments  were  carrying  on  in  the  ports  of 
“ Spain,  judged  it  indifpenfably  neccflary  to  give  orders  for  making  fuch 
“ preparations  as  might  put  it  in  hisf  majefty’s  power  to  act  with  vigor  and 
“ efte6t  in  fupport  of  the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  the  interefts  of  his  people. 

“ His  majefty  entertains  the  ftrongeft  defire  for  the  maintenance  of  peace, 
“ on  juft  and  honorable  grounds,  and  he  has  directed  me  to  allure  you,  that 
“ no  proper  fteps  fliall  be  omitted  by  him,  which  may  conduce  to  this  obje6l: 
“ but  if  unfortunately  his  majefty’s  endeavours  fliould  not  be  fuccefsful,  he 
“ has  the  fullelt  reliance  on  the  cordial  and  effectual  fupport  of  his  par- 
“ liament  of  Ireland,  in  the  profecution  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  eventually 
“ become  necell’ary  for  the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  for  the  prote61ion  of  the 
“ elfential  rights  of  all  his  fubje6ls,  and  the  common  interefts  of  the  empire. 

“ Convinced  that  the  fame  regard  for  his  majefty’s  royal  perfon,  family 
“ and  government,  \rhich  have  at  all  times  diftinguilhed  his  fubje61s  of  this 
“ kingdom,  will  be  equally  manifefted  upon  this  occafion,  I entertain  no 
“ doubt  of  my  being  authorized  to  convey  to  his  majefty,  the  fulleft  tefti- 
“ mony  of  your  attachment,  loyalty  and  zeal.” 
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"When  Sir  Henry  Caveiidilli,  who  had  recently  quitted  the  oppofition. 
moved  for  the  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  he  complimented  the  nation 
upon  their  tranquillity  and  happineis  rather  beyond  wdiat  the'  exilting  cir- 
CLimftances  then  warranted.  He  thought  it  unneceffary  to  enter  into  any 
panegyric  on  the  perfonal  merit,  or  government  of  the  viceroy : both  were 
felt,  and  fpoken  of  every  wdiere  he  went  to : and  the  peace,,  happineis,  and 
tranquillity  of  the  country,  w'ere  the  bell  proofs  that  its  government  was  Avell 
adminiftered. 

IMr.  G.  Ponfonby  congratulated  the  right  honorable  baronet  on  the  fudden 
difcovery  he  had  made  in-  the  merits  of  the  prefent  adminiftration  ; and  he 
lamented,  that  his  OAvn  difcernment  did  not  allow  him  the  happinefs  of  alter- 
ing his  opinions  of  adminiftration  under  the  aufpices  of  Lord  W'eftmoreland’s 
government. 

If  the  addrefs  moved,  meant  merely  to  convey  the  ufual  empty  compli- 
ments to  his  excellency  for  complying  with  his  duty  in  communicating  his 
majefty’s  fentiments  to  the  houfe,  he  had  no  objection : but  if  it  w'ere  in- 
tended to  convey  a tittle  of  approbation  to  thofe  meafures,  wdiicli  the  right 
honorable  baronet  and  himfelf  had  fo  uniformly  and  fo  recently  oppofed  to- 
gether, he  Ihould  be  againft  it.  He  declared  he  never  wmuld  give  his  appro- 
bation nor  his  fupport  to  the  prefent  or  any  other  adminiftration,  but  upon 
the  condition  of  their  acceding  to  the  fpecific  meafures,  which  he  and  his 
friends  had  formerly  avow^ed  on  the  clofe  of  the  laft  parliament. 

The  purpofe  of  convening  the  parliament  was  to  obtain  a vote  of  credit : 
accordingly  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  *for  a vote  of  credit 
for  200,000/.  to  be  applied  by  the  lord  lieutenant  tow'ards  the  expence  of 
government.  IMr.  G.  Ponfonby,  IMr.  O’Hara,  and  Mr.  Grattan  objedled 
to  the  generality  of  the  application : they  contended,  that  the  application  of 
the  grant  Ihould  have  been  fpecified : they  all  concurred  in  admitting  the 
intereft  of  the  two  countries  as  infeparable ; and  IMr.  Grattan  reminded  the 
houfe,  that  in  the  French  war  in  1778,  there  had  palfed  a vote  of  credit  for 
300,000/.  for  putting  the  country  in  a ftate  of  defence,  and  that  in  January, 
1779,  there  was  not  a lliilling  in  theTreafury,  and  government  was  obliged 
to  borrow  50,000/.  from  a private  gentleman,  to  pay  the  army.  After  fucli 
a precedent  he  w'ilhed  the  motion  to  be  fpecific ; to  which  the  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  aflented. 
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On  the  24th  of  the  month  his  majefty’s  aiifwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  com- 
mons was  communicated  to  the  houfe,  -which  was  ftrongly  expreflive  of  his 
fatisfadlion  at  their  determination  to  fupport  the  honor  of  his  crown,  and 
the  common  intereft  of  the  empire,  at  that  important  crifis : the  parliament 
was  then  prorogued,  and  did  not  meet  for  the  difpatch  of  bufmefs,  till  the 
20th  of  January,  1791.  In  the  Autumn,  Mr.  Secretary  Flobart  went  over 
to  England,  as  it  was  generally  prefumed,  to  concert  the  plan  of  the  next 
parliamentary  campaign  Awith  the  Britilh  cabinet.  It  was  alfo  rumoured, 
that  the  Irilli  government  having  in  the  wideft  plenitude  adopted  the  prin- 
ciples and  fyftem  of  Lord  Buckingham’s  adminiftration,  the  right  honorable 
fecretary  had  alfo  much  confultation  Avith  that  nobleman.  Lord  Weftmore- 
land  in  the  mean  time  Avas  not  inattentive  to  the  means  of  acquiring  popu- 
larity, the  Avant  of  Awhich  in  his  predecelTor  he  felt  very  ftrongly  operating 
upon  his  OAvn  gOA’ernment.  In  a country  excurfion  for  nearly  nine  months 
he  vifited  moft  of  the  nobility  through  the  kingdom  : his  excellency  and  his 
lady  on  all  folemn  occafions  appeared  clad  in  Irilli  manufadtures  : and  though 
apparently  trifling,  the  permiffion  to  reprefent  the  favorite  Beggar’s  Opera, 
which  had  been  prohibited  during  the  fevere  government  of  Lord  Bucking- 
liam,  gained  him  no  fmall  fliare  of  public  favor. 

Lord  Weftmoreland's  fpeech  from  the  throne,  on  the  meeting  of  parliament 
on  the  20th  of  Januaiy,  179L  contained  nothing  extraordinary  beyond  a 
communication,  that  the  differences  Avith  the  court  of  Spain  had  been 
brought  to  a happy  termination.  On  the  next  day,  Avhen  the  addrefs  which 
had  been  voted  to  the  throne  Avas  read.  Sir  Richard  IMufgraAT  objedted  to  that 
paragraph  of  it,  Avhich  expreffed  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  for  continuing  their 
prefent  adminiftration;  he  lamented,  that  addrefles  paffed  and  Avere  generally 
conffdered  mere  matter  of  form  and  unmeaning  adulation.  An  aflfent  to 
that  addrefs,  would  be  a virtual  fandtion  to  the  laft,  and  an  exprefs  approba- 
tion of  the  prefent  adminiftration ; both  of  AV'hich  he  ftrongly  deprecated. 
He  concluded  a virulent  fpeech  Avith  a farcaftic  obfeiwation,  that  the  happy 
feledtion  of  able  and  Avife  fenators  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  fo  Avell  ar- 
rayed and  difeiplined,  proved  that  there  Avas  Avifdom  and  energy  at  the  helm. 
Mr.  Grattan  had  on  the  preceding  day  diflented  from  the  correfponding 
paragraph  in  the  addrefs  to  his  excellency. 

The  bufmefs  of  this  feffion  differed  A^ery  little  from  that  of  the  laft  before 
the  diffolution.  The  patriots  appeared  rather  to  haA'e  loft,  than  acquired 
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ftrength  by  the  new  ele6tion.  Their  number  did  not  at  any  time  during 
the  courfe  of  this  feffion  exceed  fourfcore.  But  their  refolution  to  press 
all  the  queftions,  M'hich  they  had  brought  forward  in  the  laft  parliament  ap- 
peared more  violently  determined  than  ever  : infomuch,  that  Mr.  George 
Ponfonby  in  replying  to  Mr.  Cook,*  alfured  him,  that  the  hope  he  had  ex- 
prefled  of  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  houfe  not  bringing  forward  thofe  mea- 
fures,  which  they  had  done  for  fome  feffions  paft,  was  a loll  hope,  for  that 
nothing  but  the  hand  of  death  or  fuccefs  Ihould  ever  induce  them  to  give  up 
their  purfuits.  A fmgular  parliamentary  phenomenon  ought  to  be  noticed 
about  the  commencement  of  this  feffion.  IVIr.  D.  La  Touche  had  moved,  that 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  that  the  exceffive  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  was 
highly  injurious  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people ; which  he  intended 
to  follow  up  with  a motion,  for  a committee  to  take  the  fubject  into  confi- 
deration.  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  and  ]\Ir.  Grattan  both  inftantly  rofe  to  fe- 
cond  the  motion.  But  the  former  having  firft  caught  the  eye  of  the  fpeaker, 
the  latter  expreffed  his  pleafure  to  fee  the  right  honorable  gentleman  fliew 
any  activity  in  any  cafe,  where  the  country  was  to  be  benefited  : he  fliould 
be  always  happy  to  give  him  the  way ; let  the  country  receive  the  benefit, 
and  his  be  the  applaufe. 

On  the  3d  of  February  ]\Ir.  George  Ponfonby  made  his  promifed.  mo- 
tion, which  was  feconded  by  IMr.  Grattan  to  the  following  effe6l : that  a fe- 
left  committee  be  appointed,  confifting  of  members  of  that  houfe  not  holding 
any  employment,  or  enjoying  any  penfion  under  the  crown,  to  examine 
whether  any,  or  what  advantages  have  arifen  to  this  kingdom  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  additional  commiffioners  of  the  revenue  ; from  the  fepara- 
tion  of  the  board  of  flamps  and  accounts  ; from  the  granting  500/.  a year 
additional  falary  to  the  furveyor  of  the  ordnance  ; 250/.  a year  additional  fa- 
lary  to  the  principal  ftorekeeper  of  the  ordnance  ; 250/.  a year  to  the  clerk 
of  the  ordnance  ; 200/,  a year  additional  falary  to  the  clerk  of  the  delivery  of 
the  ordnance;  6oo/.  a year  penfion  to  General  Hale,  in  lieu  of  his  refigning 
his  emplo3nnent  of  lieutenant  general  of  the  ordnance,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  fucceffion  of  the  prefent  poffeffor : 400/.  a year  additional  falary  to  the 
clerk  of  the  pipe  ; 400/.  a j'ear  additional  falary  to  the  cuftomer  of  Kinfale  ; 
and  150/.  a year  additional  falary  to  the  barrack  mafter  of  Dublin;  and  that 
they  do  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  houfe. 
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This  was  met  by  a motion  for  adjournment;  and  after  a long  and  Mann 
conteft,  ended  in  the  firft  divifion  of  the  feffion  ; in  M’hich  there  Avere  72 
againft,  and  132  for  the  adjournment.  Immediately  before  the  divifion, 
Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  remarked,  that  it  Avas  evident,  the  admiuiftration  did  not 
mean  to  meet  the  queftions  of  difference  betAveenthem  by  reafoning  and  agree- 
ment, but  by  that  very  corruption  and  influence  the  minority  Avere  Meaning 
againft,  namely,  dead  majorities.  On  the  7th  of  February,  IVIr.  Grattan 
moved  a ftring  of  refolutions  relative  to  the  revenue,  out  of  Arhich  he  con- 
cluded, that  upon  a fair  average  fince  the  year  1785,  Aidien  the  iieAv  taxes 
Avere  granted,  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  had  given  to  goA  crnment  the  an- 
nual increafe  of  153,000/.  and  that  government  had  exceeded  her  OAvn  efli- 
mates,  on  the  faith  of  Avhich  the  neAV  taxes  bad  been  granted,  in  the  annual 
fum  of  115,000/.;  from  Avhence  he  eftablilhed  thefe  dedu6fions;  that  the 
people  had  kept  faith  Avith  government,  ^and  that  government  had  broken 
faith  Avith  the  people.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and  Mr.  IMonk  Ma- 
fon,  contended,  that  the  ftatements  Avere  unfairly  made  by  Mr.  Grattan  : and 
that  Avhatever  increafes  had  been  made  in  the  annual  expenditure,  Avere  occa- 
fioned  by  parliament,  and  not  by  government.  The  refolutions  Avere  nega- 
tiA’ed  Avdthout  a divifion. 

*OriThe  next  day  IMr.  Grattan  moved  the  folloAving  refolutions: — “ That 
“ a fele^l  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  in  the  moft  folemn  manner, 
“ Avhether  the  late  or  prefent  adminiftration  have  entered  into  any  corrupt 
“ agreement  Avith  any  perfon  or  perfons,  to  recommend  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
“ fons  to  his  majefty,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  created  peers  of  this  kingdom, 
“ in  confideration  of  their  paying  certain  fums  of  money,  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
“ purchafe  of  feats  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  contrary  to  the  rights 
“ of  the  people,  inconfiftent  Avith  the  independence  of  parliament,  and  in  di- 
“ re6l  violation  of  the  fundamental  laAvs  of  the  land.” 

* In  thi.s  debate,  Mr.  Denis  Brown,  a very  ftaunch  fupporter  of  the  adminiftration,  amongft 
other  matters  obferved,  (and  no  anfwer  was  attempted  to  be  given  to  the  obfervation)  that  when 
the  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe  were  in  confidence  and  a6ted  with  government  un- 
der Lord  Northington,  a certain  perfon  was  enobled,  and  returned  two  Caftle  fecretaries  into  that 
houfe  in  part  payment  of  his  honor.  How  could  thofe  virtuous  gentlemen  know  of  fuch  a tranf- 
aSion,  and  not  follow  it  up  with  an  impeachment  ? He  defied  contradiftion  : but  wondered,  that 
any  men  reprefenting  peers  in  that  houfe,  or  fet  in  purchafed  feats,  Ihould  be  fo  forward  to  agitate 
that  queftioD.  1 1 Pari,  Debates,  p.  l0‘2. 
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It  was  feconded  by  ^Ir.  Curran:  much  ftrengtli  of  oratory  was  employed 
in  fupport  of  the  motion  ; but  it  fliared  tlie  ufual  fate  of  rejection  by  a majo- 
rity of  135  to  85.  And  in  order  to  give  all  poflible  eclat  to  this  charge  of  fell- 
ing the  peerage,  and  proftituting  the  price  thereof  to  the  purchafe  of  feats  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr.  Curran  moved  the  following  rcfolution,  in  which 
he  was  feconded  by  ]\Ir.  Grattan,  viz.  “ That  a committe  be  appointed,  con- 
“ fiftingof  members  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  who  do  not  hold  any  employ- 
“ ment,  or  enjoy  any  penfion  under  the  crown,  to  enquire  in  the  moll  folemn 
“ manner,  whether  the  late  or  prefent  adminiltration  have  directly  or  indi- 
“ reftly,  entered  into  any  corrupt  agreement  with  any  perfon  or  perfons,  to 
‘‘  recommend  Inch  perfon  or  perfons  to  his  majefty,  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
“ created  peers  of  this  kingdom,  in  confideration  of  their  paying  certain 
“ fums  of  money,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  feats  for  members  to  ferve 
“ in  parliament,  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  inconfiltent  with  the 
“ independence  of  parliament,  and  in  dire<5t  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws 
“ of  the  land.” 

The  minifterial  members  on  all  thefe  occafions  loudly  complained  of  the 
reiteration  of  the  old  charges  even  v ithout  new  arguments  to  fupport  them  ; 
they  ftrongly  inlifted  that  no  particular  fa6ts  were  alleged,  much  lefs  proved ; 
and  that  general  fame,  furmife  and  alfertion,  were  no  grounds  for  parliamen- 
tary impeachments,  or  any  other  folemn,  proceedings  in  that  houfe.  Mr. 
Grattan,  before  anfwering  the  obje6tions  advanced  againft  the  motion,  ad- 
verted to  the  general  tlull  and  empty  declamation  uttered  by  the  advocates  of 
a corrupt  government  againft  the  defenders  of  an  injured  people. 

Four  times  had  thofe  advocates  told  them,  they  had  brought  this  grievance 
forth,  as  if  grievances  were  only  to  be  matter  of  public  debate  when  they  were 
matters  of  novelty;  or  as  if  grievances  were  trading  queftions  for  a party  or 
a perfon  to  prefs,  to  fell  and  to  abandon;  or  as  if  they  came  thither  to  act 
farces  to  pleafe  the  appetite  of  the  public,  and  did  not  fit  there  to  perfevere  in 
the  redrefs  of  grievances,  pledgetl  as  they  v^ere,  and  covenanted  to  the  people 
on  thefe  important  fubje6ts.  They  had  been  told  their  political  budget  of 
grievances  was  fmall.  But  the  creation  of  divers  peers  for  money  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  purchafe  of  divers  feats  for  minifterial  dependants,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  fifteen  new  parliamentary  places  or  falaries  admitted  to  be  for  the 
purpofe  of  buying  a majority,  even  if  they  were  the  only  crimes  of  the  go- 
yernment,  compofed  no  fcanty  political  budget  of  corruption  and  iniquity. 

Generally 
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Generally  in  thefe  debates,  the  fame  arguments  on  both  fides  were  repeated 
with  increafed  acrimony,  and  determined  by  the  fame  divifions. 

Scarcely  was  any  queftion  more  vehemently  debated  during  thefeffion,  than 
]\Ir.  Grattan’s  motion  for  an  Irifli  Eaft-India  trade,  which  was,  that  the  com- 
mittee of  trade  fliould  enquire,  whether  any  legiflative  provifions  were  then 
exifting,  the  continuance  of  which  might  prevent  that  country  from  receiv- 
ing the  full  benefit  of  her  free  trade  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Streights  of  Magellan.  The  motion  was  feconded  by  IMr.  W.  Brabazon  Pon- 
fonby.  This  was  a favorite  obje6t  of  fpeculation  at  this  time  with  the  moft 
opulent  of  the  Irilh  merchants  : but  government,  it  feems,  wiflied  not  to  be 
drawn  into  a difpute  or  conteft  with  the  Englilli  Eaft-India  Company.  The 
whole  queftion  was,  whether,  after  having  obtained  a free  trade,  Ireland  were 
to  be  reftrained  from  the  exercife  of  it  in  the  Eaftern  hemifphere,  out  of  ten- 
dernefs,  deference,  or  fear  of  the  Eaft-India  Company : for  whom,  Mr.  Grat- 
tan obferved,  the  Irifli  cabinet  was  then  an  agent.  At  three  o’clock  the 
queftion  was  put,  and  loft  by  a majority  of  147  againft  86.* 

The 


* In  this  debate,  Mr.  Cook  had  complained  of  fome  illiberal  refleftions  made  upon  him  as  an 
Englilhman,  which  brought  up  Mr.  Conolly.  He  was  forry,  he  faid,  fuch  illiberality  could  be 
fuppofed  to  prevail  in  that  houfe,  having  experienced  the  greateft  attention  and  civility  in  the 
Englith  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  he  had  fat  above  22  years,  whenever  he  troubled  it  upon  Irilli 
affairs,  although  he  fpoke  in  a very  awkward  and  unintelligible  manner.  He  faid,  that  there  was 
"no  danger  from  the  eloquence  of  an  Irilhman,  a Burke,  a Barry,  or  a Sheridan,  that  in  the  Eng- 
lilh  Houfe  of  Commons  any  thing  could  be  accomplillied  that  could  militate  againft  the  conftitution 
or  trade  of  England  : nor  could  he  fuppofe  the  eloquence  of  any  Englifliman  there  could  injure  tliat 
kingdom  : it  was  of  the  Irilli,  and  not  of  the  Engliflimen  that  he  was  afraid  in  that  houfe.  In  the 
latter  end  of  laft  parliament,  a place  bill,  a penfion  bill,  a refponfibility  bill,  had  been  refufed  to  that 
kingdom,  by  a majority  of  Irifhmen,  although  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  had  fliewn  by  experi- 
ence the  neceffity  and  ufe  of  fuch  laws ; and  he  had  in  that  houfe  declared  himfelf  aftiamed  of  hav- 
ing his  name  enrolled  in  fuch  a fociety.  That  if  he  could  guefs,  by  the  complexion  of  the  houfe 
that  night,  it  would  foon  be  guilty  of  a felf-denying  ordinance  in  refpeft  to  its  foreign  trade, 
although  the  filler  country  did  not  pretend  to  deny  the  right  of  that  kingdom  to  trade  uncontrolled 
to  thofe  parts,"where  no  Britifti  fettlements  were  eftabliftied.  If  that  were  the  cafe,  as  there  was  no 
other  mode  eftabliftied,  by  which  a member  could  quit  that  houfe,  he  mull  willi  to  be  called  to  its 
bar,  and  expelled.  The  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons  confifted  of  558  members/  67  only  of  which 
were  placemen,  and  no  penfioners  could  fit,  nor  placeman,  unlefs  originally  chofen  as  fuch,  or 
upon  getting  a place,  on  being  re-chofen.  In  their  houfe,  confifting  of  300  members,  1 10  were 
placemen  or  penfioners.  They  had  adopted  the  whole  power  of  the  privy  council  before  the  repeal 
of  Poynings’  law,  and  literally  appeared  to  be  determined  not  to  let  any  law  pafs  that  was  not  agree- 
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The  police  bill  had  been  petitioned  againft  by  feveral  public  bodies ; and  on 
the  4th  of  !March  Mr.  Grattan  again  introduced  it  to  the  confideration  of  the 
houfc.  After  having  proved  by  the  experience  of  a number  of  years,  that  no 
infiitution  was  more  obnoxious  to  the  citizens ; that  no  inftitution  could 
be  more  extravagant ; and  that  no  inftitution  could  be  lefs  produ6live  of  ad- 
vantages to  the  public;  it  remained  for  the  wifdom  of  the  houfe  to  corre6l 
the  fyftem,  which  had  neither  anfwered  the  ends  of  public  peace,  of  private 
protection,  or  of  any  necelfary  economy.  He  would  therefore  propofe  a refo- 
lution,  carrying  on  it  no  edge  that  could  injure,  no  feverity  that  could  offend 
any  man;  but  which,  without  impofmg  any  humiliation,  might  be  adopted, 
even  by  thofe,  who  had  originally  voted  for  the  police,  or  who  had  fmce  fup- 
ported  it.  He  then  moved, 

“ That  the  eftablilhment  of  the  police  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  had  been  an 
“ experiment  attended  -with  confiderable  expence,  without  producing  ade- 
“ quate  advantages ; and  that  it  was  then  neceffary  to  eftablith  a guard  un- 
“ der  the  direction  of  the  different  parifhes,  and  fubjeCt  to  the  fuperintendance 

“ of  the  lord  mavor.” 

«/ 

If  that  motion  were  not  refifted,  he  ffiould  follow  it  up  with  another,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  give  it  effeCt.  JMr.  Mafon  faid,  he  for  one  would 
certainly  oppofe  it,  as  he  thought  it  utterly  unfounded.  Immediately  Mr. 
Grattan  entered  upon  a moft  vehement  inveCtive  againft  the  meafure.*  The 
motion  met  with  its  former  fate,  having  been  rejected  by  135  againft  87. 

The  15  th  of  March  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill 
“ to  difable  any  perfon  who  fliall  have  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of 
“ any  perfon  or  perfons  in  truftfor  him,  or  for  his  benefit,  any  office  or  place 
“ of  profit  whatfoever  under  the  crown,  created  after  a certain  time,  [the 

able  to  the  Englifli  minifter  or  to  the  Englifli  merchant;  and  that  therefore  he  was  ferioully  in  ear- 
neft  in  his  with  to  be  expelled  from  a fociety  that  he  conceived  to  be  ading  in  dired  contradidion 
to  the  conftitution  and  trade  of  Ireland. 

* 1 1 Pari.  Debates,  p.  263.  Minifters  had,  he  faid,  reforted  to  a place  army  and  a penlional 
magiftracy ; the  one  was  to  give  boldncfs  to  corruption  in  parliament,  and  the  other  to  give  the 
minifter’s  influence  patronage  in  tire  city.  Their  means  were,  this  police  eftablilhment : the  plan 
they  did  not  entirely  frame  : they  found  it.  A bill  had  fliewn  its  face  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons for  a moment,  and  had  been  turned  out  of  the  doors  immediately  : a fcavenger  would  have 
found  it  in  the  ftreets  of  London  ; the  groping  hands  of  the  Irilh  miniftry  picked  it  up,  and  made 
it  the  law  of  the  land. 
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year  1/88]  from  being  cliofen  a member  of,  or  from  fitting  or  voting  in  the 

prefent,  or  any  future  Houfe  of  Commons.” 

And  when  ]\Ir.  Forbes  rofe  to  fecond  it,  jMr.  I\Iafon  faid,  tliat  having  op- 
pofed  this  bill  every  felfion  for  thirty  years,  he  would  not  weary  the  houfe  with 
frefli  arguments  againft  it : his  decided  opinion  was,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  barely  fufficient  to  preferve  the  conftitution,  and  to  prevent  it  from 
degenerating  into  the  worftofall  poffible  govcrnme;its,  a democracy.  An- 
other gentleman  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  houfe,  thought  government  mufr 
have  a majority  to  fupport  them  in  their  neceflary  meafures,  and  to  extinguifli 
the  fquibs  that  were  thrown  againft  them  ; and  the  cheaper  that  majority  was 
procured,  fo  much  the  better  for  the  country : and  being  arraigned  by  jMr. 
G.  Ponfonby  for  ufmg  fuch  unconftitutional  language,  he  repeated  it,  and 
added,  if  they  had  not,  they  muft  ceafe  to  govern.  The  bill  was  loft  by  a 
fimilar  majority.  The  divifion  of  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons  was  not  pre- 
cifely  formed  upon  the  principles  winch  divided  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain : for  on  this  night,  IMr.  C.  O'Xeile,  who  was  one  of  the  moft  forward  in 
the  oppofition  in  Ireland,  paid  many  handfome  compliments  to  IMr.  Pitt, 
whom  he  believed  to  be  as  honeft  a minifter  as  ever  governed  England  : but 
he  muft  fay,  that  he  prefcribed  a very  different  mode  of  conduft  to  his  depu- 
ties in  that  kingdom.  Equally  violent  and  equally  unfuccefsful  Avere  the  four 
remaining  attacks  made  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition;  viz.  j\Ir.  Grat- 
tan’s motion  for  the  encouragement  of  the  reclaiming  of  barren  land  : on  the  ~ 
firft  reading  of  the  penfion  bill : the  fecond  reading  of  the  refponfibility  bill ; 
and  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby ’s  motion  refpectingj^flf^  for  levying  unaffdfed  damages 
upon  the  parties  affidavits  of  their  own  imaginary  Ioffes.*' 

The 


* 1 1 Pari.  Debates,  p.  35(j.  This  motion  was,  " That  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
“ tlie  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  in  ordering  2i  capias  ad  refpondendum  to  iflue 
againft  John  Maggee,  on  the  affidavit  of  Richard  Daly,  marked  4000/.  a6ted  illegally.” 

Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  entered  into  an  able  difquifition  of  the  law  of  a6tions  on  tort,  liquidated,  and  un- 
certain damages,  which  reft  with  a jury,  and  fpecial  and  exceffive  bail.  The  debate  was  veiy'  long, 
andnot  very  interefting  to  others  than  lawyers.  The  quefliou  was  of  the  higheft  confequence  to  tlie 
liberty  of  the  prefs  and  of  the  fubjeft.  It  had  been  worked  up  more  into  a party  queftion,  than 
probably  it  otherwife  would  have  been,  on  account  of  the  two  perfons  principally  concerned,  viz. 
Francis  Higgins,  the  proprietor  and  conductor  of  a government  newfpaper,  and  John  Magee,  the 
printer  and  editor  of  an  oppofition  newfpaper.  The  motion  was  vehemently  oppofed  by  the  attor- 
ney and  folicitor  general,  and  prime  ferjeant : and  ultimately  rejefted  by  a majority  of  125  againft 
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Tlie  year  1791  brought  the  political  fever,  then  raging  on  the  continent  to 
a crifis  alarming  to  the  Britifh  empire,  and  particularly  to  Ireland.  No 
wonder,  that  a country,  which  had  fo  lately  obtained  a conftitution  for  it- 
felf,  fhould  find  extenfive  fubje6l  for  reflexion  upon  the  revolutions  and  new 
conftitutions  of  France  and  Poland.  The  fympathy,  which  feveral  of  the 
armed  corps  and  other  public  bodies  exultingly  expreffed  with  the  alfertors 
of  civil  freedom  in  thofe  countries,  was  obnoxious  to  government,  and  it 
became  the  fyftem  of  the  caftle  to  affix  a marked  ftigma  upon  every  perfon, 
vdio  countenanced  or  fpoke  in  favor  of  any  meafure,  that  bore  thefemblance 
of  reform  or  revolution.  Even  the  ardor  for  commemorating  the  £era  of 
1088,  was  attempted  to  be  damped  : the  word  liberty  always  carried  with  it 
fufpicion,  often  reprobation.  As  all  the  efforts  and  ftruggles  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  in  the  late  feffions  of  parliament,  were  for  the  attainment  of  thofe  rights, 

65.  The  leading  fa6ls  upon  which  the  motion  was  bottomed,  were  according  to  Mr.  G.  Pon- 
fonby’s  ftatcment : that  in  that  cafe,  Magee,  the  printer,  had  moft  grofsly  abufed  the  noble  lord 
himfelf  in  his  paper  j it  was  therefore  incumbent  on  his  lordfliip  to  proceed  with  the  moft  guarded 
eircumfpeftion,  that  no  enemy  might  attribute  his  feverity  to  perfonal  motives  : his  condu6t  Ibould 
have  been  fuch  as  the  law,  in  its  ftridteft  fenfe,  would  warrant  and  juftify.  But  what  was  his 
lordfhip’s  condudt  ? Inftead  of  proceeding  with  that  caution,  and  that  difregard  to  vulgar  abufe, 
which  would  have  done  him  honor,  he  granted  againft  Magee  one  fiat  at  the  fuit  of  Daly  for  4000f , 
one  fiat  at  the  fuit  of  Higgins  for  2000/.  one  fiat  at  the  fuit  of  Tracy  for  lOOO/.  and  one  fiat  at  the 
fuit  of  Brenanfor  800/.  making  together  a fum  of  7800/.  and  this  at  a time  when  the  man  was  un- 
der a criminal  information  in  his  own  court. 

Magee  after  many  delays  and  long  imprifonment,  was  brought  to  trial  upon  Daly’s  fiat  of  4000/. 
Tn  this  trial  a variety  of  newfpapers  and  letters,  not  alleged  in  the  original  affidavit,  were  allowed 
to  be  read  as  evidence  againft  him  ; yet  after  all,  twelve  honeft  men,  upon  their  oaths,  awarded 
Daly  but  200/.  damages,  the  twentieth  part  of  the  fiat  for  which  he  was  thrown  into  jail.  If  any  proof 
of  the  enormity  of  the  proceedings  was  wanting,  here  it  was  ; Magee  had  offered  500/.  bail,  wdiich 
was  refufed,  not  by  Lord  Clonmel  alone,  but  by  the  whole  court  : he  did  not,  however,  want  to 
criminate  the  other  judges,  nor  would  this  criminality  juftify  the  chief  juftice  : no  partnerflrip  in 
wrong  can  produce  innocence  : he  would  therefore  take  no  notice  of  them,  but  confine  himfelf  to 
the  chief  juftice  alone,  and  his  charge  againft  him  was,  that  he  had  illegally  deprived  a freeman  of 
his  liberty. 

This  was  no  queftion  of  party.  He  did  not  take  it  up  as  a meafure  of  oppofition  j every  man 
knew,  that  before  he  was  fixed  on  that  fide  of  the  houfe,  he  declared  he  would  follow  it  up : there- 
fore let  it  not  be  confidered  as  a queftion  of  party  j the  true  motives,  on  which  he  urged  it  w^ere 
ftronger  than  any  party  motives  could  be  ; a regard  for  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  countr)",  a re- 
gard for  the  moft  invaluable  bleflings  the  fubje6t  could  poftefs  j perfonal  liberty  ; a blefling,  with- 
out which  all  earthly  bleflings  were  vain  and  ufelefs. 
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which  principally  form  the  freedom  of  the  Britilli  conftitution,  the  affertors 
of  them  Avere  branded  with  the  now  odious  term  of  democrats,  and  holden 
out  by  government  as  fa6lious  dilturbers  of  the  old  conftitution,  M'ith  a view 
to  introduce  the  new  fangled  principles  of  revolutionary  doctrines.  In  pro- 
portion to  the  progrefs  of  the  French  revolution  to  thofe  fcenes,  Avhich  at  laft 
outraged  humanity,  were  fome  effbrts  in  favor  of  the  moft  conftitutional 
liberty  rcfifted  in  parliament,  as  attempts  to  introduce  a fyftem  of  French 
equality.  Such  Avas  the  general  panic,  fuch  the  real  or  alfumed  execration 
of  CA’cry  thing,  that  had  a tendency  to  democracy,  that  comparatively  feAV 
of  the  higher  orders  through  the  kingdom  retained,  or  avoAved  thofe  general 
Avhig  principles,  Avhich  tAvo  years  before  that  man  Avasnot  deemed  loyal,  Avho 
did  not  profefs. 

hlr.  Burke  by  his  book  on  the  French  revolution,  publilhed  in  the  year 
17QO*,  had  AA'orked  a hupendous  change  in  the  public  mind,  and  the  fcAV  in 
the  upper  AV'alks  of  life,  Avho  did  not  become  his  profelytes,  merely  retaining 


* The  political  change  of  the  public  mind  about  this  period,  was  evidently  productive  of  the 
moft  unprecedented  fyftem  of  ftrong  and  coercive  meafures,  known  fince  the  Revolution  within  the 
Britilh  empire.  A very  decided  majority  both  within  and  without  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
favored  that  fyftem  : in  Ireland  the  people  more  generally  refifted  its  introduction  and  influence 
than  in  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Burke  had  the  merit,  if  merit  it  were,  of  caufing  the  great  defection 
from  the  Whig  Party : he  and  his  friends,  who  went  OA’er  to  government  on  that  occaflon,  were 
the  moft  forward  and  zealous  in  holding  out  the  dwindled  phalanx  of  oppofition,  as  enemies  to 
their  country  and  conftitution.  The  fervor  of  the  new  converts  for  profelytizing  their  old  affociates 
was  unbounded  j the  old  leaders  of  the  court  party  triumphantly  indulged  in  the  eafy  decompofition 
of  their  opponents  : both  concurred  in  ftamping  the  few,  who  fteadily  retained  their  principles  with 
all  the  odium,  contempt  and  malevolence,  that  ingenuity  could  affix  to  the  new  terms,  Jacobins  and 
Democrats.  From  thenceforth  a new  and  fable  tinge  was  thrown  upon  every  attempt  in  parliament 
to  urge  any  popular  meafure,  that  would  lately  have  been  confidered  patriotic  and  conftitutional.  It 
is  not  a little  remarkable,  that  the  firft  time  Mr.  Burke  publicly  avowed  his  new  creed,  and  feceded 
from  the  oppofition,  was  on  the  occaflon  of  Mr.  Flood’s  motion  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
for  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of  the  popular  reprefentation  in  parliament.  Much  as  Mr.  Burke  had 
formerly  inveighed  againft  the  want  of  confidence  and  fympathy  between  the  conftituents  and  re- 
prefentatives  in  Great  Britain,  yet  evidently  at  this  time  they  were  perfectly  identified,  when  com- 
pared with  the  relations  of  the  people  and  the  parliament  in  Ireland.  That  publication  of  Mr. 
Burke’s  gave  occaflon  to  Mr.  Payne’s  Rights  of  Man.  A book  fatally  calculated  to  feduce  and 
poifon  the  minds  of  an  iritable  and  empoverillied  people,  emerging  from  what  they  confidered  a 
ftate  of  oppreflion  and  flavery,  into  the  pofl'effion  of  a free  conftitution,  to  the  right  of  which 
their  title  had  been  acknowledged,  but  of  the  enjoyment  of  Avhich,  they  had  as  yet  been  infen- 
fible. 
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tlieir  former  principles,  were  aftonillied  to  find  their  ranks  thinned  and  their 
ftandard  defcrted  by  fome  of  their  mofi:  zealous  leaders  and  fupporters,  who 
of  courfe  carried  off  with  them  the  numerical  Itrength  of  the  party. 

The  change  of  political  fentiment  in  Ireland  did  not  keep  pace  with  that 
in  Great  Britain.  The  deletion  from  the  ranks  of  oppofition  in  parliament 
was  comparatively  trivial : and  the  general  difpofition  of  the  people  to  civil 
liberty  appeared  to  be  iharpened  by  the  encreafe  of  coercion  and  intimida- 
tion. Some  ill-minded  and  artful  demagogues  availed  themfelves  of  the  po- 
pular fever,  which  had  never  totally  abated  from  the  year  1782:  the  perni- 
cious doctrines  and  conclufions  of  IMr.  Payne,  artfully  mixed  up  with  the 
moft  popular  truifms  were  circulated 'at  the  lo weft  price,  diftributed 
and  imbibed  with  infatiable  avidity  : the  caftle-gates  were  trebly  barred  againft 
conceflion  and  indulgence  : it  was  publillied,  that  every  effort  towards  their 
attainment  at  a time  fo  critically  awful,  would  be  deemed  hoftile,  and  a fu- 
ture bar,  even  to  feafonable  application. 

It  may  appear  fingular,  that  feveral  years  had  now  gone  over,  fince  Ire- 
land had  become  independent  in  her  legiflature,  and  free  in  her  trade ; that 
the  great  body  of  the  Irilh  people,  who  v'ere  ftill  oppreffed  with  a grievous 
code  of  penal  ftatutes,  ihould  have  attempted  no  public  meafure  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  enjoyment  of  that  conftitution,  which  their  countrymen  fo  tri- 
umphantly boafted  of  having  alferted  and  obtained.  The  voice  of  the  na- 
tion had  been  loud  and  unanimous  for  univerfal  toleration,  and  indiferi- 
ininate  participation  of  civil  rights  by  every  Irifliman.  Publications  were 
circulated  upon  the  tendency  of  the  Catholic  religion,  to  render  its  followers 
loyal,  dutiful,  and  peaceable  fubjeefs ; paftoral  inftrudtions  were  publiflied  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  bifliops  through  their  diocefes,  and  read  in  all  their 
chapels  to  dehort  their  congregations  from  imbibing  the  pernicious  do6lrines 
fo  feduloLifly  attempted  to  be  fpread  amongft  them,  and  to  enforce  fiibordi- 
nation,  peace,  and  loyalty  in  their  condu6f.* 

The  Catholic  body  had  not  altogether  remained  inadive  or  inattentive  to 

* In  this  year,  1791,  the  author  in  Cafe  Stated,  (p.  19.)  profefTed  an  opinion,  which  his 
obfervation  and  experience  have  fince  confirmed,  that  circumflanced  as  the  Irilh  are,  their  ftrift 
obfervance  of  the  Catholic  religion  is  fupereminently  calculated  to  preferve  them  from  anarchy  and 
confufion,  and  keep  them  docile,  quiet  and  loyal.  “ It  is  in  this,  and  this  above  every  thing  el/e, 
“ in  Tchich  under  Providence  we Jhall find  an  antidote  againjl  the  poifon  thus  traiterovfy  attempted  to 

be  fpread  ainongji  them." 
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tlieir  concerns  : t}ie  moft  liberal  and  friendly  declarations  in  their  favor  had 
been  made  by  the  difterent  bodies  of  volunteers  ; and  out  of  refpe6l  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  who  had  fo  difmtereftedly  efpoufed  their  caufe,*  they  held  back 

an 


* Although  feveral  of  thefe  opinions,  have  appeared  in  the  foregoing  pages  ; yet  there  was  one 
declaration  made  by  a Proteftant  blfliop,  to  which  tlie  Catholics  had  annexed  particular  influence, 
which  ought  not  to  have  been  omitted. 

Bill  of  Rights'  Battalion. 

At  a meeting  of  part  of  faid  battalion,  at  Ballymoney,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1783,  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions  having  been  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  received  the  approbation  of  the  remainder 
of  the  battalion,  at  Ballycaftle,  on  the  26th  of  December. 

Rcfolxed,  That  the  prefent  crifis  of  the  nation,  united  to  the  voice  of  our  duty  as  freemen,  dic- 
tate to  us,  and  w'e  are  determined  to  purfue,  fuch  a line  of  conduct,  as,  founded  in  truth,  ani- 
mated by  firmnefs,  and  guided  by  moderation,  is  the  molt  likely  expedient  to  ftem  the  torrent  of 
corruption  at  home,  and  relifl:  ufurpation  from  abroad. 

Refohed,  That  as  public  men  and  public  meafures  ought  always  to  be  open  to  animadverfion 
and  candid  difeuflion,  fo  the  approbation  of  either  has  reciprocally  a happy  tendency  to  awe  the 
profligate,  and  embolden  the  virtuous. 

Refolded  therefore.  That  the  following  addrefs  be  prefented  from  this  battalion,  by  a deputation 
thereof,  under  arms,  to  tlie  Earl  di  Briftol,  Lord  Bifliop  of  Derry,  for  his  truly  laudable  exertions 
in  favor  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  a parliamentary  reform. 

**  To  tlie  Right  Honorable  Earl  of  Briftol,  Lord  Bifliop  of  Derry,  for  his  truly  laudable  Exertions 
“ in  Favor  of  the  Rights  of  Mankind,  and  a Parliamentary  Reform. 

” To  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  Lord  Bifliop  of  Derry. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Bill  of  Right’s  Battalion. 

My  Lord, 

" HAVING  with  the  eye  of  filent  approbation  viewed  your  condud  in  every 
ftage  of  its  progrefs,  at  the  grand  national  convention  of  volunteer  delegates,  we  are  impelled 
“ by  thofe  generous  fentiments,  that  aiSluate  the  breafts  of  Iriflimen,  to  offer  your  lordiliip  this  ad- 
drefs,  as  a mark  of  our  efteem  and  gratitude. 

“ Ingratitude,  my  lord,  is  not  of  Irilh  origin,  though,  fome  of  Hibernia’s  detefted  fons,  Mara- 
nion’s  bond  flaves,  now  bafely  fpurn  the  parent,  by  whofe  foftering  hand  they  rofe. 

“■  We  fee  w'ith  indignation  and  concern,  the  treatment  which  the  wife,  fpirited,  and  falutary 
refolutions  of  the  volunteer  convention  have  received.  But  we  truft,  the  virtuous  efforts  of  an 
“ united  people,  under  the  aufpices  of  your  lordlhip  and  your  refpedtable  colleagues,  will  yet  cleanfe 
the  Augean  ftable,  the  flails  of  venality  and  corruption,  the  effluvia  of  noifome  and  putrid 
" boroughs. 

“ The  gloomy  clouds  of  fuperftition  and  bigotry,  thofe  engines  of  difunion,  being  fled  the  realm, 
the  interefts  of  Ireland  can  no  longer  fuffer  by  adiverfity  of  religious  perfuafions.  All  are  unit- 
“ ed  in  the  purfuit  of  one  great  objeft,  the  extermination  of  corruption  from  our  conftitution  ; nor 
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an  application  to  parliament  on  their  own  behalf,  left  it  might  interfere  with 
thofe  great,  national,  and  popular  queftions,  which  the  patriots  in  parliament 

had 

can  your  lordihip  and  your  virtuous  coadjutors,  in  promoting  civil  and  religious  liberty,  be  def- 
‘‘  titute  of  the  liable  aid  of  all  profeffions. 

“ Permit  us  to  alfure  you,  that  as  freemen,  freeholders  and  volunteers,  our  exertions  to  effechi- 
ate  the  grand  work  of  reform  already  begun,  lhall  be  as  ftrenuous  as  the  aim  is  important.  And 
that  we  are,  with  unfeigned  gratitude  and  refpedl,  your  lordlhip’s  moll  faithful  friends, 

“ Signed  by  order  of  the  Battalion, 

“ John  Okr,  Sec.” 

In  confequence  of  the  above  refolutions,  a deputation  from  the  battalion,  confining  of  eighty 
rank  and  file,  headed  by  their  lieutenant  colonel,  waited  on  his  lordlliip  the  I4th  inllant,  at  Down- 
hill, and  prefented  their  addrefs  under  arms  3 to  which  his  lordihip  was  pleafed  to  give  the  fubfe- 
quent  reply  : 

Gentlemen, 

WHEN  you  acknowledged  the  fervices  of  your  fellow-citizens  in  the  county 
“ of  Antrim,  in  the  late  llruggle  for  liberty,  you  rewarded  their  toils  in  the  coin  moll  valuable 
to  virtuous  men  : and  your  approbation  of  their  efforts,  in  fome  meafure,  confoled  them  for 
“ want  of  fuccefs. 

“ But  when  you  Hep  forth  from  your  own  county  to  hail  the  individual  of  another,  unknown  to 
you  but  by  his  honell  endeavours,  and  unconneAed,  except  by  that  kindred  fpirit,  which  feems 
now  at  length  to  pen'ade  the  whole  mafs  of  citizens,  and  like  a Promethean  fire,  to  animate  an 
hitherto  lifelefs  lump,  the  fatisfaftion  excited  in  his  mind,  by  the  applaufes  of  men,  who  have  a 
''  right  to  approve  what  they  dare  to  fupport,  can  be  known  only  to  thofe,  who  are  confcious  of 
deferving  what  they  are  fortunate  enough  to  receive. 

Where  the  confcience  of  a patriot  bears  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  the  panegyric,  and  the  fin- 
cerity  of  the  panegyrill’s  praifes  ceafes  to  be  adulation,  they  tlien  become  the  wholefome  food  of 
” a manly  mind,  and  nourilli  that  virtue  they  were  at  firft  intended  only  to  approve. 

" But  gentlemen,  thofe  who  dare  alfert  their  own  rights,  Ihould  rife  above  the  mean  policy  of 
violating  thofe  of  others. 

" There  is  in  this  illand  a clafs  of  citizens  equally  refpedlable,  and  infinitely  more  numerous, 
“ than  thofe  who  have  hitherto  opprelfed  them. 

“ ]\Ien,  who  have  long  crouched  under  the  iron  rod  of  their  opprelTors,  not  from  any  dallardly 
“ infenfibility  to  their  lhackles,  not  from  any  unmanly  indifference  to  the  unalienable  rights  of 
“ men  5 but  from  a pious  dread  of  wounding  our  common  country  through  the  fides  of  its 
" tyrants. 

" Men,  in  whofe  hearts  beats  at  this  inllant  as  high  a pulfe  for  liberty,  and  through  whofe 
“ veins  pours  a tide  of  as  pure  blood,  and  as  noble  too,  as  any  that  animates  the  proudell  citizen 
" in  Ireland. 

“ Men,  whofe  ancellors  at  the  hazard  of  their  property,  and  with  the  lofs  of  their  lives,  ob- 
" tained  the  firll  great  Bill  of  Rights,  and  upon  which  every  other  mult  be  founded,  the  Magna 
“ Charta  of  Ireland. 
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Lad  pledged  tliemfelves  to  their  country  to  perfevere  in  till  obtained.  Seve- 
ral feffions  had  gone  over  in  fruitlefs  efforts  to  attain  thofe  points.  The  pa- 
triots, Arho,  almoft  to  a man,  Arere  favorable  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
declined  bringing  them  before  parliament ; becaufe  the  very  circumhance  of 
their  being  moved  from  the  oppofition  bench,  Avould  be  a fure  ground  of 
reje61;ion.  The  Catholics  could  not  but  obferv^e,  the  indifpofition  of  govern- 
ment to  conceffion  daily  encreafe  : and  the  day  of  remonftrance  and  redrefs 
vanifli  behind  the  cloud  of  rigor  and  coercion,  noAA"  affumed  neceffary  to  be 
exercifed  upon  the  people. 

^ On  the  1 Jth  of  February,  1791,  a meeting  AA^as  coiiA’ened  at  Dublin  of  the 
general  committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  at  Avhich  the  different  refo- 
lutions  and  inftrudions  from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  the  committee 
Avere  read  ; upon  Avhich  they  came  to  the  folloAving  refolution.  “ That  the 
fcA^eral  papers  then  read,  containing  refolutions  and  inftru6fions  from  that 

Men,  vvhofe  anceftors  in  the  midft  of  ignorance,  could  difcriminate  between  the  duties  of  a 
religionift,  and  the  rights  of  a citizen  ; and  who  enadled  thofe  elementary  and  never  obfoletc 
ftatutes  of  premunirc,  which  for  centuries  have  been  an  irrefragable  monument  of  their  fagacity 
in  diftinguifhing,  and  their  fortitude,  in  fevering  tlicir  duty  to  the  church  of  Rome,  from  their 
dependence  on  its  court. 

Men,  tlie  undegenerate  progeny  of  fuch  virtuous  anceftors,  w'ho  wdth  a firmnefs  worthy  of 
our  imitation,  and  ftill  more  worthy  of  our  gratitude,  have  endured  thofe  very  outrages  from  their 
country,  which  their  forefathers  fpumed  at  from  its  fovereign  j and  w'ho,  under  a feries  of  ac- 
cumulated  wrongs  which  would  heighten  the  difgrace  of  human  policy,  if  they  could  be  parallel- 
ed  in  its  annals,  have,  with  a fortitude  as  unexampled  as  their  oppreftion,  allowed  every  thing 
" dear  to  the  human  heart  to  be  wrecked,  except  their  religion  and  their  patriotifm,  except  their 
“ acquiefcence  to  the  will  of  an  infcrutable  God,  and  their  aftfedion  to  a miftaken  and  deluded 
country. 

“ But  gentlemen,  the  hour  is  now  come,  when  found  policy,  as  well  as  irrefiftable  juftice,  will 
compel  thofe  who  demand  their  own  rights,  to  fupport  their  claim  by  a reftitution  of  thofe  of 
their  fellow  citizens. 

“ When  Ireland  muft  neceftarily  avail  herfelf  of  her  whole  internal  force  to  Avard  off  foreign 
“ encroachment,  or  once  more  acquiefee  under  thofe  encroachments,  the  better  to  exercife  anew 
the  tyranny  of  a part  of  the  community  over  the  deareft  and  unalienable  rights  of  others. 

“ For,  one  million  of  divided  Proteftants  can  never,  in  the  fcale  of  human  government,  be  a 
“■  counterpoife  againft  two  millions  of  united  Catholics.  But  gentlemen  of  tlie  Bill  of  Rights’  bat- 
talion,  I appeal  to  yourfelves,  and  fummon  you  to  confiftency.  Tyranny  is  not  government, 
and  allegiance  is  due  only  to  protedion. 

EKIStOL.” 
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“ city,  and  from  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in  Ireland,  be  referred  to  a 
“ committee  of  eight,  who  lliould  report  thereon  to  the  committee,  on  Fri- 
“ day  the  18th  inftant on  which  day,  the  general  committee  met,  the 
Earl  of  Fingal  being  in  the  chair,  Refolved,  “ that  the  report  of  the  com- 
“ mittee  of  eight,  on  the  refolutions  and  inllruQions  tranfinitted  to  them 
“ from  the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  be  received and  the  report  was 
to  the  following  effe6t : 

“ Your  committee  having,  in  obedience  to  your  dire6tions,  carefully  pe- 
rufed  the  refolutions  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  report,  that  faid  refolu- 
“ tions  contain  the  moft  unequivocal  fentiments  of  loyalty  to  our  moft  gra- 
“ cious  fovereign,  George  the  Third,  of  love  for  our  country,  and  obedience 
“ to  its  laws,  and  the  moft  humble  hope  of  being  reftored  to  fome  participa- 
“ tion  of  its  excellent  conftitution. 

“ That  your  Catholic  brethren  refer,  with  confidence,  to  the  numberlefs 
“ proofs  they  have  given  of  fidelity  in  times  the  moft  perilous,  when  rebel- 
“ lion  raged  in  the  bofom  of  Britain,  and  when  foreign  invafion  threatened 
“ our  coaft,  and  to  that  alacrity  with  which  all  defcriptions  of  our  people 
“ took  the  oath  of  allegiance ; and  they  rely  that  their  fcrupulous  obfervance 
“ of  fuch  facred  obligation  will  no  Avhere  be  doubted,  when  it  is  confidered, 
that  if  they  took  thofe  oaths  required  by  law,  they  would  thereby  become 
“ entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  citizens. 

“ That,  with  all  humility,  they  confide  in  the  juftice,  liberality,  and  wif- 
“ dom  of  parliament,  and  the  benignity  of  our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  to 
“ relieve  them  from  their  degraded  fituation,  and  no  longer  to  fuffer  them  to 
“ continue  like  ftrangers  iu  their  native  land ; but  thus  have  the  glory  of 
“ fliewing  all  Europe,  that  in  the  plenitude  of  power,  ftrength,  and  riches 
“ of  the  Britifli  empire,  when  nothing  they  grant  can  be  imputed  to  any 
“ motives  ,but  thofe  of  juftice  and  toleration ; that,  at  fuch  a period,  they 
“ deign  to  hear  and  relieve  their  opprefled  and  faithful  fubjefts,  and  to  unite 
“ them  for  ever  to  their  country,  by  every  tie  of  gratitude  and  intereft;  and 
“ that  they  will  fhew  to  all  Europe,  that  humble  and  peaceful  condu6t,  and 
“ dutiful  application,  are  the  only  true  and  eifedual  methods  for  good  fub- 
“ jefls  to  obtain  relief  from  a wife  and  good  government. 

“ That  our  Catholic  brethren  therefore  defire,  that  application  may  be 
“ made  for  fuch  relief  as  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  parliament  may  grant ; 
“ and  they  hope  to  be  reftored,  at  leaft,  to  fome  of  the  rights  and  privileges 

“ which 
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“ mLicIi  have  been  wifely  granted  to  others  who  cliffent  from  the  eflabliflicd 
“ church;  that  they  may  be  thus  enabled  to  promote,  in  conjundlion  with 
“ the  reft  of  their  fellow  fubjecls,  the  prefent  and  future  happinefs  and  ftrength 
“ of  their  country. 

“ That  our  faid  Catholic  brethren  diredt,  that  fuch  application  be  immedi- 
“ ately  made,  and  continued,  in  the  moft  fubmiftive  and  conftitutional  man- 
“ ner,  for  a mitigation  of  the  reftri6lions  and  difqualifications  under  which 
“ they  labour. 

“ Refolved,  that  this  meeting  do  agree  with,  and  adopt,  the  report  of 

their  committee,  and  that  a committee  of  twelve  be  appointed  to  carry  the 
“ fame  into  execution.” 

In  obedience  to  the  above  refolution,  a petition  was  prepared,  though  not 
prefented,  to  parliament  for  the  reafons  mentioned  in  that  report.  It  was 
impoffible,  that  the  difpofition  to  civil  liberty,  which  from  the  firft  inftitution 
of  the  volunteers  had  pervaded  all  ranks  of  perfons  throughout  the  kingdom, 
ftiould  have  remained  ina6tive  upon  the  great  mafs  of  the  community,  who 
were  Catholics.  So  little  prominent  notw'ithftanding  were  they  as  a body,  in 
bringing  forward  their  own  claims,  that  it  had  been  frequently  queftioned  at 
public  meetings  in  the  North,  whether  or  no  they  were  fmcere  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty.  Fatally  however  for  their  caufe,  the  anti-gallomaiiia  which  in  Great 
Britain  had  produced  fuch  convulfive  effects  upon  political,  facial,  and  even 
domeftic  ties  and  connexions,  was  there  produXivc  of  new  ground  of  dif- 
cord  in  the  Catholic  body.  About  threefcore  of  the  principal  country  gen- 
tlemen in  conjunXion  vdth  the  Earl  of  Fingal,  Lord  Kenmare,  and  fome 
of  the  dignified  and  other  clergy,  had  in  this  year  feceded  from  the  Catholic 
committee,  from  an  apprehenfion,  that  moft  of  the  city  orators,  who  had 
taken  a lead  in  it,  were  conneXed  with  fome  of  the  high  flying  patriots  of 
the  North,  and  not  wholly  unfriendly  to  the  principles  of  the  French  revo- 
lution. Hence  the  Catholic  body  Avas  divided  into  an  ariftocratic  and  a de- 
mocratic party.  Such  at  leaft  Avcre  the  two  divifions  of  the  Catholic  body 
confidercd  and  reprefcnted  to  the  public  ; and  unfortunately  for  the  caufe  of 
the  body  at  large,  the  grounds  of  the  divifion  were  urged  by  the  refpeXive 
partizans  Avith  confidcrable  virulence  and  acrimony.  Several  leading  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Catholic  committee,  had  formed  political  intimacies  Avith  fome 
gentlemen  at  the  bar  of  great  abilities,  and  ftaunch  advocates  for  all  the  po- 
pular queftions  that  had  lately  been  brought  before  parliament ; among  Avhom 
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tlie  Honorable  Simon  Butler,  a brother  of  the  late  Lord  Mountgarret,  Theo- 
bald Wolfe  Tone,  and  Todd  Jpnes  were  the  moft  forward.  Thefe  gentlemen 
appearing  earneft  in  their  purfuit  of  freedom  for  themfelves  and  others,  affur- 
ed  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  of  the  liberal  and  cordial  difpofition  of  their 
northern  friends  and  aflbciates,  to  co-operate  with  them  in  the  glorious  ob- 
ject of  obtaining  the  emancipation  of  three  millions  of  their  countrymen,  and 
they  eafdy  perfuaded  them,  that  an  union  of  their  interefts  for  this  great  obje61; 
mull  ultimately  fuccecd.  Thefe  gentlemen  proffered  their  fervices  to  the 
Catholic  committee,  and  publillied  in  their  own  names,  fome  very  able  and 
ftrong  arguments  for  the  repeal  of  all  their  reftridlive  laws  againll  the  Roman 
Catholics.  Thefe  publications  contained  language  more  bold  and  decifive 
than  had  hitherto  ever  been  adopted  in  Urging  the  claims  of  that  body; 
fome  alfo  of  their  own  body  followed  the  example  of  thefe  Proteftant  gentle- 
men, and^  publicly  fpoke  a language,  which  had  before  never  come  from  the 
mouth  or  pen  of  any  one  of  the  Catholic  perfuafion  in  Ireland.  It  would 
be  needlefs  to  remark  how  obnoxious  fu  h gentlemen  and  their  writings  were 
to  government;  and  it  is  neceffary  to  prefume,  that  the  caftle  muft  have  in- 
timated to  thofe  gentlemen  of  the  Catholic  body,  upon  whom  they  had  a 
more  immediate  influence,  how  offenfive  to  government  this  connexion  and 
union  between  the  Catholics  and  Diffenters  were,  and  hence  arofe  that  fe- 
ceffion  from  the  committee,  which  we  fliall  aftenvards  notice. 

The  Irifli  nation  had  been  for  fome  time  in  the  habit  of  reading  and 
canvaffmg  all  political  topics,  and  there  is  no  queflion,  but  that  the  public 
mind  was  much  opened,  and  the  people  out  of  parliament  generally  difpofed 
to  fupport  the  Catholic  claims. 

Upon  thefe  grounds  the  committee  had  come  to  a refolution  of  availing 
themfelves  of  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  applying  to  parliament*  for  redrefs. 

They 

* Although  the  petition,  which  was  prepared  for  this  purpofe,  never  were  actually  prefented  to 
parliament,  a copy  of  it  is  fubjoined,  in  order  to  thew  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  Catholics’  ex- 
peftations  at  that  period. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  and  Honorable  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes,  in  Parliament 

alfembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

Sheweth, 

^ “ THAT  a century  has  now  nearly  elapfed  fince  feveral  laws,  highly  penal 

in  their  effeft,  were  patfed  by  the  legitlature  of  this  country,  excluding  the  Catholic  inhabitants 
“ thereof  from  nuraberlefs  privileges  and  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  reft  of  their  fellow  fubjefts. 

“ That 
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Tliey  appointed  twelve  gentlemen  to  take  without  delay  fuch  fteps,  as  they 
tliould  deem  expedient  for  that  purpofe.  Thefe  gentlemen  accepted  the 
truft;  but  after  having  repeatedly  met,  two  of  them  ditfered  in  opinion,  with 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  coming  forward  at  that  particular  period,  and  de- 
clined complying  with  the  direction  which  they  had  received. 

From  a defire  of  procuring  unanimity,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  fubmit 
the  fubje<5l  again  to  the  confideration  of  the  general  committee.  At  a meeting 
convened  for  that  purpofe,  a gentleman  who  declared  himfelf  commiffioned 

That  whilft  the  confequences  of  thofe  laws  were  feU  in  their  fevereft  operation,  the  loyalty 
of  the  Catliolics  of  Ireland  was  unfliaken,  and  their  conduft  uniformly  marked  with  that  refpedt 
“ and  fubmiliion  due  to  legiflative  authority. 

That  your  petitioners  beg  leave  humbly  to  fuggeft  to  this  honorable  houfe,  the  laws  of  which 
''  they  complain  were  paffed  in  a feafon  of  animolity,  at  the  clofe  of  party  contention,  and  as  the 
penalty  of  political  opinions,  which  it  is  univerfally  admitted  do  not  at  this  day  exift  j that  they 
were  continued,  as  having  been  deemed  neceflary  to  fecure  the  fucceffion  in  the  auguft  Houfe 
“ of  Brunfwick,  to  which  none  of  their  fellow  fubjedts  are  more  warmly  attached. 

That  every  danger  to  that  fucceffion  is  now  removed,  and  that  even  if  it  were  otherwife,  they 
have  lately  bound  themfelves  to  their  beloved  fovereign,  and  their  country,  by  the  mofl:  awful 
and  facred  obligation  j an  obligation  to  which  your  petitioners  refer  with  the  greater  confidence, 

“ as,  if  oaths  were  lightly  eftimated  by  Catholics,  they  might  long  fince  have  entitled  themfelves  to 
the  full  rights  of  citizens. 

“ That  fome  years  fince,  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom  was,  in  its  wifdom  and  humanity, 
pleafed  to  remove  part  of  the  reftridtions,  under  which  your  petitioners  lay  j and  that  this  indul- 
” gence,  far  from  producing  any  ill  effedts,  has  only  ferved  to  ftrengthen  the  loyalty  of  your  pe- 
“ titioners,  and  contribute  to  the  growing  profperity  of  the  empire. 

“ That  by  the  laws  flill  in  force,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  though  entitled  through  the  benevo- 
“ lence  of  parliament  to  purchafe  lands,  are  precluded  from  almofl:  every  opportunity  of  improving  ' 
“ the  natural  advantages  of  talents  and  connexions  ; and  that  when  inclination,  or  any  other  cir- 
cumftances,  has  difqualified  them  from  commercial  purfuits,  they  are  under  the  cruel  neceffity 
of  becoming  exiles  from  their  families  and  country,  and  feeking  that  fituation  in  foreign  ftates 
which  is  denied  them  in  their  native  land. 

That  your  petitioners  feel  a confcious  pride  in  being  able  to  offer  their  paft,  as  a pledge  of 
" their  future  good  condudt,  and  humbly  beg  leave  to  infill,  that  men  fincerely  and  warmly  at- 
tached  to  the  conftitution  of  their  country,  even  when  they  were  the  objedts  of  its  cenfure  and 
" feverity,  are  not  likely. to  become  lefs  anxious  for  its  prefervation  from  being  admitted  to  a fuller 
" participation  of  its  bleffings. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray,  that  this  honorable  houfe  will  take  the  premifes  into 
confideration,  and  grant  to  your  petitioners  fuch  relief  as  to  its  wifdom,  juftice,  and  humanity 
Ihall  feem  meet. 


And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray.” 
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by  Lord  Kenmare  to  communicate  his  fentiments  to  the  committee,  gave 
notice  of  his  lordihip’s  difapprobation  of  the  meafure,  and  of  his  determina- 
tion not  to  co-operate  in  it,  although  his  lordfliip  had  never  attended  at 
any  of  the  meetings,  in  which  the  meafure  had  been  difcuffed,  and  the  Earl 
of  Fingal,  who,  on  that  night  filled  the  chair,  appeared  to  acquiefce  in  Lord 
Keninare's  opinion.  The  reafon,  however,  for  laying  before  parliament  the 
fituation  of  the  Catholics,  and  humbly  foliciting  a relief  from  fome  of  the 
fevere  reftrictions,  under  which  they  laboured,  appeared  conclufive  to  the 
meeting;  and  the  former  refolution  of  an  immediate  application  to  the  le- 
gillature  was  again  adopted  by  a very  great  majority. 

On  the  18th  of  April  the  committee  met  once  more  and  delivered  in  their 
report,  which  fully  accounted  for  their  reafons  for  fufpending  their  applica- 
tion to  parliament,  and  was  to  the  follow'ing  effe6t. 

“ In  compliance  with  your  inftrudtions,  the  firft  object  of  the  attention  of 
“ your  committee  was,  to  prepare  a petition  to  parliament,  expreffive  of 
“ thofe  fentiments  of  loyalty  and  fubmiffion  to  the  laAvs  of  their  country,  fo 
“ ftrongly  marked  in  the  refolutions  tranfmitted  from  different  parts  of  the 
“ kingdom.  We  were  aware  of  the  unfavorable  conclufions,  which  thofe  of 
“ our  fellow  fubjects,  whofe  minds,  from  political  or  religious  prejudices, 
“ were  lefs  prepared  to  meet  our  withes,  muft  naturally  draw  from  the  dif- 
“ union  of  any  of  our  members,  however  fmall  their  numbers  might  be,  or 
“ inconfiderable  their  confcquence,  Avhen  compared  with  that  of  the  Catho- 
“ lie  body  at  large.  Anxious  to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  we  endeavoured, 
“ by  every  meafure  not  inconfiftent  with  the  line  of  conduct  pointed  out  to 
“ us  by  this  general  committee,  to  procure  the  co-operation  of  the  two  no- 
“ ble  lords. 

“ For  this  purpofe  your  committee  employed  the  mediation  of  our  refpe<5t- 
“ able  prelate,  whofe  virtues  and  amiable  charader  entitled  liim  to  the  con- 
“ fidence  of  all  parties;  and  with  gratitude  they  acknowledge  the  kindnefs 
“ of  his  prompt  and  zealous,  though  ineffectual  interference. 

“ After  cohfuming  a conhderable  time  in  fruitlefs  negociations,  your  com- 
“ mittee  directed  Mr.  Edward  Byrne  to  acquaint  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  of 
“ tlie  intention  of  the  Catholics,  and  to  requeft  to  know^  when  it  -would  be 
“ agreeable  to  him  to  be  -waited  upon  by  a deputation  from  that  body,  for 
“ the  purpofe  of  laying  before  him  a copy  of  the  petition,  and  foliciting  the 
“ fupport  of  government  on  their  behalf. 


Upon 
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“ Upon  receiving  ]Mr.  Secretary  Hobart’s  anfwer,  your  committee,  ftill 
“ clefirous  to  conciliate,  informed  the  Earl  of  Fingal,  and  Lord  Vifcount 
“ Kenmare,  in  writing,  that  from  the  refpe6l  which  they  bore  to  their  lord- 
“ drips,  they  had  deputed  iMr.  Byrne  and  Mr.  Rice  to  requeft  their  attendance 
“ at  the  caftle.  This  letter  was  forwarded  by  Mr.  Byrne,  and  accompanied 

with  a note,  acquainting  their  lordlhips,  that  thefe  gentlemen  would  wait 
“ on  them  at  their  refpeftive  houfes  on  the  following  morning. 

“ We  are  forry  to  be  obliged  to  obferve,  that  thefe  uncommon  marks  of 
“ deference  and  refpe6lful  attention,  far  from  gaining  on  the  mind  of  the 
“ noble  vifcount,  feemed  to  render  him  more  averfe  to  conciliating  meafures. 
“ He  fuffered  the  two  gentlemen  to  come  to  his  houfe  at  the  appointed 
“ hour,  and  even  there  refufed  to  fee  them,  though  deputed  in  your  name, 
“ and  under  the  fandtion  of  your  authority.  Several  conferences  had  taken 
“ place  with  the  Earl  of  Fingal,  whofe  attachment  to  our  caufe  was  too  fin- 
“ cere  not  to  lament,  that  any  dilference  of  opinion  thould  exitl ; but  having 
“ hitherto  a6ted  in  conjunction  with  Loid  Kenmare,  he  declared  himfelf 
“ relu6tant  to  join  in  any  meafure  without  the  concurrent  approbation  of 
“ the  noble  vifcount.  Nor  was  it  till  thortly  before  the  hour  appointed  by 
“ Mr.  Secretary  Hobart,  that  your  committee  received  information,  that  the 
“ noble  lords  would  meet  them  at  the  caftle. 

“ In  this  interview  with  the  minifter,  we  dcliv'ered,  through  the  hands  of 
“ the  Earl  of  Fingal,  a copy  of  the  petition  intended  to  be  prefented  to  par- 
“ liament.  Here  we  beg  leave  to  arrell  your  attention.  A charge  of  a 
“ ferious  nature  has  been  made.  We  are  far  from  imputing  to  any  particn- 
“ lar  perfon  the  indecorous  aflertions,  injurious  mifreprefentations,  and  un- 
“ natural  triumphs,  at  every  obftacle  that  did  arife  to  damp  our  exertions  , 
“ had  they  been  confined  to  our  proceedings  whilfl  we  were  ftriftly  and  li- 
“ terally  purfuing  your  infiru6tions,  we  fliould  have  paffed  them  unnoticed  ; 
“ but  your  committee  cannot  remain  filent  under  the  imputation  of  having 
“ trifled  with  your  authority,  and  furprized  the  noble  lords,  by  prefenting  a 
“ copy  of  your  refolutions  without  any  previous  communication.  That 
“ fuch  a copy  was  prefented  without  communication,  is  true ; but  that  the 
“ produ6fion  of  it  was  an  obje6l  of  indifpenfable  neceffity;  that  by  with- 
“ holding  it  your  committee  would  have  proved  themfelves  unworthy  of 
“ your  confidence,  and  the  interefl  of  the  Catholic  caufe  received  an  irrepara- 
“ hie  injury,  is  equally  true.  It  is  ftill  frefli  in  yohr  recolleefion,  that  on 

the 
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“ the  iaft  night  of  the  general  meeting,  one  nobleman,  in  perfon,  and  the 
“ other  through  the  mouth  of  a gentleman,  who  declared  himfelf  authorized 
‘‘  to  fpeak  in  his  name,  refufed  to  coincide  in  your  meafures.  You  have 
alfo  been  informed  of  the  repeated  and  unfuccefsful  attempts  that  w'ere 
“ made  to  prevail  on  them  to  facrifice  their  private  fentiments  to  the  general 
“ opinion  of  their  fellow  fulferers.  Thus  deprived  of  the  countenance  of 
‘‘  thofe,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  addreffing  adminiftration  in  the  name  of 
“ the  Catholics,  it  became  incumbent  on  your  committee  to  produce  fcmie 
“ authen^c  document,  to  drew  that  in  prefenting  themfelves  before  .his  ma- 
“ jelly’s  minillers,  they  were  not  an  obtruding,  felf-created  deputation,  nor 
“ even  the  delegates  of  a numerous  body  of  Catholics  affembled  in  the 
“ metropolis ; but  that  they  were  authorized  to  a6l  on  behalf,  and  that  their 
“ language  v as  the  language  of  their  brethren  through  the  kingdom.  The 
“ determination  of  the  noble  lords  to  meet  our  committee  at  the  caftle,  ren- 
“ dered  this  expedient  iinneceffary.  They,  however,  deemed  it  not  unad- 
“ vifeable  to  carry  with  them  a copy  of  your  refolutions,  in  cafe  any  unfore- 
“ feen  circumftance  lliould  call  on  them  to  make  ufe  of  it.  The  event  fully 
“ juftilied  their  caution.  After  their  chairman  had  informed  Mr.  Secretary 
“ Hobart  of  the  purpofe  of  this  deputation,  your  committee,  with  equal 
“ adonilliment  and  regret,  heard  the  noble  vifeount  declare,  in  the  name  of 
“ the  Catholics,  intentions  different  from  what  they  had  refolved  upon,  and 
from  what  your  committee,  in  confequence  of  your  refolution,  had  com- 
“ municated  to  the  miniher  in  writing.  What  views  could  have  induced 
“ the  noble  lord  to  make  fuch  a declaration,  it  is  difficult  to  conjedlure.  Had 
“ not  your  committee  adopted  the  expedient  alluded  to,  they  would  have 
“ been  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  entering,  before  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart, 
“ into  a difcuffion  equally  impleafant  in  itfelf,  and  injurious  in  its  confe- 
“ quences  ; or  of  fuffering  the  mis-ftatement  of  an  individual,  to  obhrudl  the 
“ wilhes  of  the  entire  Catholic  body.  By  prefenting  the  copy  of  your  refo- 
“ lutions  they  were  relieved,  to  their  complete  fatisfadlion,  from  the  effedls  of 
“ fo  ferious  a mihake. 

“ Your  commitee  having  thus  eluded  the  imprudence  of  the  noble  lord, 
“ had  ffill  the  mortification  to  find  him  coimteradling,  their  meafures ; for 
“ on  the  day  following  their  interview  with  the  minifter,  he  wrote  to  the 
“ fecretary  to  difavow  thofe  refolutions,  which  he  had  not  then  read,  and 
which  had  received  the  approbation  of  two  general  committees,  at  each  of 

“ which 
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‘‘  which  the  Earl  of  Fingal  had  prefided.  Your  committee,  with  deference, 
fubmit  how  irregular  and  unwarrantable  it  is  in  any  individual,  who  has 
“ declined  joining  in  your  deliberations,  to  take  upon  himfelf  to  condemn, 
“ even  obliquely,  proceedings,  with  the  nature  of  which,  from  his  own  in- 
difference,  or  neglefl,  he  muft  be  totally  unacquainted, 

“ An  immediate  application  to  parliament  next  engaged  the  attention  of 
“ your  committee.  They  addrelfed  themfelves  to  feveral  perfons  high  in 
“ rank  and  confequence,  equally  refpefted  by  adminillration,  and  endeared 
“■  to  their  fellow  fubjefts,  by  their  private  and  public  virtues.  Yt)ur  com- 
“ mittee  are  happy  to  inform  you,  that  every  member  of  the  legillature  to 
‘‘  whom  the  intentions  of  the  Catholics  were  made  known,  approved,  in  the 
“ mofl  unqualified  terms,  of  the  moderate  and  conftitutional  fteps  they  had 
“ refolvcd  to  purfue,  and  exprelfed  the  fulled  conviction  of  their  loyalty,  and 
“ of  the  claim  which  an  uniform  good  conduft  had  given  them  to  the  li- 
“ berality  of  parliament.  From  the  advanced  period,  however,  of  the  felfion, 
‘‘  from  the  difficulty  of  communicating,  in  fo  fliort  a time,  with  their  re- 
“ fpedtive  political  connexions,  or  of  beftowing  on  the  fubject  that  attention 
“ which  its  importance  required,  yourfmcercd  well-wilhers  recommended  to 
“ your  committee  to  poftpone  the  intended  application. 

“ Satisfied,  that  by  the  public  difcuffion  of  your  lituation,  the  end  had 
been  in  a great  meafure  attained,  for  which  you  wiihed  that  the  petition 
“ had  been  prefentcd  this  felfion,  your  committee  thought  it  prudent  to  com- 
“ ply  with  the  advice  of  their  friends;  and  as  a further  mark  of  their  re- 
“ fpe6l  to  government,  they  gave  immediate  information  of  their  intention 
“ to  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart. 

“ Under  thefe  circumdances,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refign  into 
“ your  hands  the  trud  which  you  have  delegated  to  their  care,  with  an  hum- 
hie  hope,  that  their  exertions  may  prove  not  unacceptable.  They  men- 
“ tion  to  you,  with  pleafure,  the  happy  impreffion  which  has  been  made  on 
“ the  minds  of  your  fellow  fubjecls  by  that  fpirit  of  moderation,  which  has 
“ hitherto  prefided  over  your  deliberations,  and  direded  your  meafures. 
“ The  liberality  of  the  times  is  favorable  to  your  edorts.  The  prejudices  en- 
tertained  againd  you  will  fubfide  in  proportion  as  your  principles  and  fen- 
timents  are  made  known  and  difculfed  ; and  your  committee  may  venture 
“ to  affiire  you,  that  fubmiffive  and  conftitutional  applications  are  the  only 
VoL.  II.  T T “ edeidual 
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“ effeclual  means,  by  which  you  can  hope  to  obtain  a mitigation  of  the  penal 
“ laws, 

“ Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  our  fub-com- 
“ mittee,  for  their  attention  to  our  inftru6iions,  and  the  zeal  with  which  they 
“ clifcharged  the  truft  repofed  in  them. 

“ Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  to  perfevere  in  dutiful 
“ and  fubmiffive  applications  to  parliament  for  a mitigation  of  the  penal  law's 
‘‘  and  that  a committee  of  tw'enty-one  be  now  appointed  for  thatpurpofe.” 

The  fummer  pafi;  over  without  any  circumhance  of  notability  relative  to 
the  Catholic  body;  though  it  appear,  highly  probable  that  meafures  w'ere 
carrying  on  in  concert  for  eftablitlhng  a permanent  union  of  interell  between 
the  Proteftants  of  the  north  (chiefly  Diflenters)  and  the  body  of  Roman 
Catholics.  In  the  month  of  June,  179L  ^ paper  was  circulated  in  Dublin, 
containing  the  detign  of  an  aflbciation  to  be  called  the  Society  of  United 
Iriflimen  at  Belfaft : and  a complete  plan  or  profpedtus  of  the  fociety  was  pub- 
liflied  in  the  Northern  Star  in  ()6tober  following  ; and  in  the  fame  month  the 
Roman  Catholics  publiflied  a declaration  of  their  tenets  and  pretenfions,  and 
circulated  them  through  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  remove  prejudices,  and 
fpirit  up  the  exertions  of  their  friends  in  their  caufe.*  In  the  enfuing  month 
of  November,  a fimilar  fociety  of  United  Iriflimen  was  eftabliflied  at  Dublin  : 
their  declaration  w'as  the  fame  as  that  of  Belfaft : but  a teft  w^as  annexed  to 
it.f  To  this  fociety  IMr.  James  Napper  Tandy  ivas  fecretary,  and  j\Ir. 
Simon  Butler  chairman.  The  acfts  of  this  period  are  to  be  retailed,  as  they 
took  place  : not  as  they  may  now  appear  in  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who  confider 
every  act  or  tranfaftion  as  tainted  wdth  treafon,  becaufe  fome  of  the  adtors  in 
them  w'ere  afterw^ards  guilty  of  that  offence.  It  appeared  noiv  to  be  the  fixed 
fyftemof  the  Caftleto  involve  all  focieties,  clubs,  and  affbciations,  which  w'ere 
very  numerous  in  Ireland,  from  the  Whig  Club  dowmw'ards,  in  one  common 
anathema  of  fadtion  and  fedition.  The  prefs  teemed  with  publications  on  the 
great  political  queftions  of  the  day,  and  the  warfare  ivas  truly  virulent.  Lord 

* This  declaration  was  made  on  the  2lft  of  Odtober,  1791,  and  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  LXXXIV. 

f It  is  requllite  to  fhew,  that  thefe  firft  focieties  of  United  Iriflimen  differed  from  tliofe  that  after- 
wards entered  into  the  rebellion.  Here  nothing  was  fecret,  nothing  ambiguous,  nothing  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  duty  of  a loyal  fubjedt.  Their  teft  and  conftitution  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  LXXXV. 
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Fitzgibbon’s  book,  reviving  the  queftion  of  the  regency,  produced  feveral 
acrimonious  anfwers.  The  fevere  attacks  on  the  Whig  Club  were  anfwered 
with  great  ability  and  warmth.  Oppofition  could  fcarcely  be  puflied  to  more 
fevere  hollilities.  Every  expreflfion  of  attention  to  any  popular  charader, 
was  an  offence  of  no  mean  ftandard  at  the  Caftle;  and  the  refentments  were 
always  reprefented  by  the  oppofite  parties  as  perfonal  and  vindi6live. 

When  the  Earl  of  Charlemont  failed  for  England  to  condu6l  his  daughter 
to  the  Bath  waters,  the  Whig  Club,  and  all  the  volunteer  corps  in  Dublin, 
attended  him  under  arms  to  the  water  edge,  and  paid  him  the  like  honours  on 
his  return.  In  the  courfe  of  this  fummer  this  venerable  nobleman  found  him- 
felf  under  the  neceffity  of  refigning  the  government  of  the  county  of  Armagh  : 
a confidential  honor,  which  his  anceftors  had  uninterruptedly  enjoyed  from 
the  days  of  Elizabeth  : he  confidered  the  joint  appointment  of  another  noble- 
man with  him  in  that  government,  as  an  offence  'and  infult.  At  this  time 
his  lordfliip’s  prediledtions  for  the  diffenters  feem  to  have  been  particularly 
obnoxious  to  government ; and  many  circumflances  concur  in  proving,  that  ' 
the  determined  efforts  of  the  northern  diffenters  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  were 
infinitely  more  dreaded  by  government,  than  the  claims  or  attempts  of  the 
Catholics  for  their  emancipation.  Lord  Charlemont*  was  ftill  averfe  from 
admitting  the  Catholics  into  any  participation  of  the  ftate. 

The 

■*  It  was  not  till  the  year  1796,  that  Lord  Charlemont  changed  his  opinion  upon  litis  fubjec!;!, 
having  then  voted  for  their  being  admitted  to  the  elective  franchife.  At  the  time  the  following 
addrefs  was  written  to  his  lordfltip  : 

When  a projedt  is  brought  forward,  profefling  to  advance  the  profperity,  and  more  firmly  to 
“ fecure  the  conftitution  of  Ireland,  the  looks  and  thoughts  of  men  are  naturally  diredted  to  Lord 
“ Charlemont : To  a patriot  nobleman,  whofe  life,  his  labours  alike  and  relaxations,  have  been  con- 
“ fecrated  to  the  fervice  of  his  country  : in  the  field,  in  the  fenate,  in  the  cabinet;  mingling  lite- 
" rature  with  arms,  tempering  politics  with  philofophy  : negledfing,  when  the  public  exigencies 
“ required  it,  the  cultivation  of  an  elegant  mind  to  join  in  military  exercifes,  and  fet  the  example 
“ of  alliduity  and  ardour  : returning,  v/hen  the  neceflity  had  pafled  away,  to  encourage  fcience  in 
the  land  wherein  he  had  planted  freedom  ; ere6ling  the  temple  of  liberty,  and  courting  every 
“ mufe  to  decorate  the  edifice.  Excufe,  my  lord,  this  intrufion  ; there  is  a fort  of  eftabliflied  pre- 
“ feription  for  Ibliciting  your  notice  when  Ireland  is  the  objedt,  and  the  theme  is  freedom ; it  is  a 
“ price  exadled  for  the  fituation  you  arc  placed  in,  the  moft  enviable  a man  can  hold  ; loved,  ad- 
” mired,  and  venerated  by  an  entire  people. 

“ I am  aware,  my  lord,  that  on  a former  occaCon,  you  did  not  feem  to  concur  in  that  fentiment, 
which  it  is  the  object  of  this  eflay  to  imprefs  and  to  difi’eminate  ; if  it  were  my  defign  to  flatter,  f 
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The  anniverfary  commemoration  of  the  French  revolution  was  celebrated  on 
the  14th  of  July,  with  the  moft  folemn  feftivity  and  a gala,  by  the  inhabit- 
ants and  neighbourhood  of  Belfaft,  the  more  ftrongly  to  mark  their  fympathy 
Avith  the  French  revolution.  All  the  armed  corps  of  volunters  attended,  and 
fired  feveral  feus  de  joie ; many  ftriking  emblems  in  allufion  to  the  revolution 
of  1088,  Av  ere  difplayed,  to  mark  their  horror  of  defpotifm  and  arbitrary  poAver. 

“ fliould  turn  with  a courtier’s  precaution  from  this  contrariety  j but  relying  on  your  lordlhip’s 
“ candour,  I recall  the  fubjeft , but  I recall  it  to  expoftulate,  not  to  cenfure  ; how  thould  I cen- 
fure  the  man,  who  oppofes  to  reproof  the  feven-fold  fliield  of  public  virtue  and  private  benignity  ? 
“ Let  it  lland  as  the  moft  ample  teftimony  to  your  good  fenfe,  that  you  are  requefted  to  reconfider 
an  opinion  once  delivered,  and  of  your  importance  in  the  nation,  that  difcufling  a great  ftate 
“ queftion,  it  is  my  wifti  to  make  your  lordftiip  my  firft  profelyte. 

“ So  deeply  rooted  are  our  antipathies  to  many  amongft  us,  the  very  name  of  popery  is  an  abo- 
mination  ; they  ftait  at  the  moft  remote  hint  of  indulgence  to  that  hated  people  : fuch  confide- 
rations  could  never  have  influenced  Lord  Charlemont  j when,  my  lord,  the  authority  of  your  great 
name  was  oppofed  to  the  career  of  liberality,  tlie  intended  alteration  muft  have  appeared  inexpe- 
“ dient.  I know  that  many  wife,  and  honorable  perfons,  who,  like  you,  feel  warmly  for  the 
" rights  of  mankind,  are  induced  to  think  the  Roman  Catholics  not  prepared  to  receive  civil  liber- 
ty.  I cannot  aflent  to  this  dodtrine  ; and  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  other  parts  of  the  fubje6t, 
” may  I indulge  my  vanity  with  a hope  that  additional  lights  are  to  be  offered  j yet  fhould  I fail  in 
“ imprefling  upon  your  lordfliip  the  wifhed-for  convi6tion,  I muft  continue  to  refpeft,  even  in  a 
" virtuous  mind,  w hat  I am  conftrained  to  clafs  among  its  foibles. 

“ Brutus  fays  they  are  ambitious. 

“ But  Brutus  is  an  honorable  man." 

It  will  be  amidft  the  improvements  of  a future  period,  that  the  parties,  which  now  diftraft 
“ the  country,  fliall  be  extinguifhed  ; and  the  motives,  which  at  this  day  indifpofe  very  honeft 
“ men  to  the  caufe  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  be  negledted  or  forgotten  ; the  fiream  of  time  as  it 
“ wafts  to  pofterity  the  events  of  this  important  aera,  w'ill  not  buoy  up  the  various  feelings,  by 
which  individuals  areaftuatedj  when  at  that  day,  my  lord,  hiftory  records  your  name  amongft 
“ the  illuftrious  worthies,  who  have  ufed  their  rank  but  as  the  inftrument  of  public  advantage, 
“ with  the  Hornes,  the  Egmonts,  and  the  Naflaus,  or  with  your  own  Rockingham  and  Saville : 
“ it  will  be  enquired  with  amazement,  why  the  benevolent  friend  of  mankind  fhould  acquiefce  in 
“ what  then  may  appear  unjuft  privation  ; the  difinterefted  patriot  fhould  countenance  what  will 
“ feem  not  calculated  to  promote  his  country’s  intereft  : on  this  flde  alone  will  malignity  attempt  to 
“ whifper  mifreprefentation  j on  this  aft  alone  will  fame  be  fllent  j or  as  fhe  extends  the  annals  of 
“ your  life,  an  example  to  future  noblemen,  on  this  page  only  will  Ihe  drop  a tear,  and  fuffer  it, 
like  the  difavowed  viftories  of  Conde,  to  be  torn  from  her  record.”  This  alluded  to  a figure  of 
the  great  Conde  at  Chantilly  : Fame  Is  reprefented  holding  to  view  the  hiftory  of  his  life  •,  but  the 
pages  fuppofed  to  contain  the  account  of  tliofe  viftories  he  gained  againft  his  country,  are  repre- 
fented at  his  feet,  torn  from  the  book. 
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And  a moft  fympathetic  addrefs  or  declaration  on  the  occafion,  was  fent  to 
the  fociety  of  the  Friends  of  the  Conftitution  at  Bourdeaux.* 


Thcfe 


* Their  anfwer  fliews  the  boafted  fynipatiiy^  which  at  that  time  exifted  between  thefe  gentle- 
men in  the  north,  and  the  French  revolutioners.  It  was  received  by  Mr,  Sharman,  the  prefident  of 
the  meeting, 

“ The  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Constitution,  at  Bourdeaux,  to  the  Volunteers 
“ and  Inhabitants  of  the  town  and  environs  of  Belfaft,  in  Ireland, 

Friends  and  Brethren  ! 

YES,  generous  Iriflimen! — Receive  this  appellation,  which  we  havehi- 
" therto  granted,  exduftveJy , to  Frenchmen,  true  friends  of  our  conftitution.  Receive  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  diftance  which  feparates  us;  the  difference  of  our  idioms,  and  of  our  manners: 
” Men  infpired  by  a love  of  the  human  kind,  and  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  are  mutually  attradfed, 
“ however  diftant  their  lituations  : there  is  nothing  intermediate  between  them,  were  they  placed 
at  different  extremities  of  the  globe.  The  citizens  who  agreed  to  the  Declaration  concluded  on  at 
” Belfaft,  on  the  l4th  July,  1791,  are  then  all  our  Brethren  and  oxir  Friends. 

” Your  addrefs,  read  the  12th  of  this  month,  at  one  of  the  public  fittings  of  our  fociety,  and 
frequently  interrupted  by  univerfal  burfts  of  applaufe,  has  filled  our  fouls  with  fentiments  of  de- 
“ light ; in  contemplating  the  purity,  the  compafs,  and  the  energy  of  your  maxims  refpedting  the 
natural  and  political  rights  of  man.  We  fancied  we  beheld  the  ftandard  of  liberty,  which  philo- 
“ fophy  at  this  day  unfurls  in  every  part  of  Europe,  arrefted  in  its  progrefs  on  the  rock  of  Ireland, 
" to  receive  the  new  homage  of  an  enlightened  people. 

The  trutli  of  your  fentiments ; the  depth  of  your  refledlions  ; the  gracefulnefs  of  your  expref- 
fions,  recalled  to  our  recolledion  thofe  celebrated  bards,  thofe  immortal  poets,  whom  the  rage  of 
the  tyrannous  Edward  purfued  with  his  moft  cruel  profecutions,  to  ftifle  the  voices  of  the  countr}-, 
of  honor,  and  of  liberty! 

“ France  has  given  the  fignal  of  a bold  infurredion  againft  all  prejudices ; againft  all  abufes  ; 
" againft  all  illegitimate  authorities.  May  it,  as  you  defire,  become  general  among  the  human  race! 

That  day,  friends  and  brethren,  will  arrive;  when  the  different  parts  of  the  civilized  world  fhall 
“ raife  together  their  eloquent  voice  ; which,  like  that  of  Belfaft,  ftiall  affert  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
" pie,  and  teach  them  to  recover  them  by  the  empire  of  reafon,  and  the  power  of  the  laws, 

“ Receive,  friends  and  brethren,  the  congratulations  and  thanks  of  a free  people,  tranfmitted  to 
you  through  us,  as  their  organ,  for  the  example  which  you  yourfelves  lately  gave  to  the  univerfe  ! 
“ We  congratulate  you  on  the  talents  difplayed  in  the  expofition  of  your  principles  refpe6ting  the 
nature  and  end  of  government.  We  congratulate  you  on  the  fagacity,  the  noble  freedom,  with 
which  you  have  pointed  out  the  influence  of  the  French  revolution  on  the  happinefs  of  every  peo- 
pie.  We  congratulate  you  on  the  courage,  with  which  you  force  tyrants  to  liften  to  expreflions  of 
“ that  lively  intereft  which  you  take  in  our  fate ; to  hear  the  prayer  which  you  addrefs  to  God, 
that  he  may  proteft  us  with  bis  power;  to  attend  above  all,  to  the  ardent  vows  which  you  have 
“ oft’ered  up  for  our  fiiccefs.  In  fine,  we  congratulate  you,  brethren  and  friends,  on  the  refpeft 
“ which  you  have  fhewn  to  the  National  Afiembly  of  France,  by  addreffing  to  it  direftly  your  de- 

“ claration. 
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Thefe  public  a6i;s  of  communication  of  the  Proteftants  in  the  north  with 
Fiance,  gave  particular  offence  to  government,  who  manifefted  great  jealoufy 
and  diffidence  towards  all  perfons  conneHed  with  them.  Mr,  Tone  had  been 
fecretary  to  the  Catholic  committee,  and  Meffrs.  Simon  Butler,  and  William 
Todd  Jones,  were  their  avowed  friends  and  advocates.  Several  therefore,  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  gentlemen  of  landed  property,  who  difapproved  of  this 
general  fyftem  of  political  meafurcs  purfued  by  thefe  focieties,  in  order  to  ex- 
prefs  their  horror  of  co-operating  in  any  degree  with  fuchmen  and  meafures, 
feceded  formally  from  the  Catholic  committee;  and  on  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1791,  prefented  to  the  lord-lieutenant  a petition  or  addrefs,  which  went 
no  farther  than  a general  expreffion  of  fubmiffivenefs  and  refpedl  to  govern- 
ment, throwing  themfelves  and  their  body  upon  their  humanity  and  wifdom.* 
On  the  30th  of  December,  179L  the  United  Irilhmen  of  Dublin  held  a 
fpecial  feffion,  at  which  they  approved  of  a circular  letter,  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  encourage  fimilar  focieties  ; and  to  it  they  annexed  a declaration  of 
their  political  fentiments,  and  the  teft  which  they  had-  taken,  as  a focial  and 
facred  compadl:,  to  bind  them  more  clofely  together. f They  alfo  in  their 
publications  animadverted  feverely  upon  the  64  addreffers.  The  general  dif- 
pofition  to  republicanifm  which  appeared  in  the  publications,  and  whole  con- 
dudt  of  thefe  new  focieties,  became  daily  more  and  more  obnoxious  to 
government  ; they  were  chiefly  compofed  ofDiffenters:  the  feveral  leading 

claration.  Ah  ! that  you  could  conceive  the  degree  in  which  that  brilliant  aft  of  admiration  has 
" penetrated  our  fouls  with  joy  and  gratitude ! — that  you  could  conceive  how  much  all  good 
“ Frenchmen  are  touched,  honored,  filled  with  noble  pride,  when  they  behold  the  juft  tribute  of 
applaufe,  which  they  themfelves  unceafingly  offer  to  their  regenerate  affembly,  pafting  from 
mouth  to  mouth,  from  dime  to  clime  ; to  that  council  of  Sages,,  who  thus  enjoy,  before  hand, 
“ the  glory  with  which  pofterity  will  be  crowned. 

“ We  are,  witli  the  moft  tender  affeftion, 

' “ Friends  and  Brothers, 

The  members  of  die  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Conftitution,  at  Bourdeaux. 

“ Azema,  Preftdent, 

“ Chapelle,  Secretary, 

■"  At  Bourdeaux,  I4th  of  Auguji,  1791,  in 
” the  third  year  of  our  liberty." 

* A copy  of  the  addrefs,  with  the  names  of  thofe  who  fubferibed  it.  Is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appen- 
<lix.  No.  LXXXVI.  It  highly  difpleafed  .the  oppofite  party,  and  many  fevere  things  were  laid  upon 
the  64  addreffers  : fome  called  it  an  eleemofynary  addrefs. 

I For  this  declaration,  vide  Appendix,  No,  LXXXVTI. 
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men  amongTt  them  were  Proteftants  of  the  eftablilhed  church;  it  was  believed 
and  conftantly  preached  up  by  the  Caftle,  that  this  new,  violent,  and  affec- 
tionate attachment  of  the  Dilfenters  for  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  pro- 
ceeded not  from  any  fentiment  of  liberality  or  toleration,  but  purely  to  engage 
the  co-operation  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  the  more  warmly  in  forward- 
ing the  feveral  popular  queftions  lately  brought  before  parliament.  The 
truth,  however  is,  that  their  marked  forwardnefs  to  applaud  and  fympathize 
with  the  French  innovaters  had  caufed  fufpicions  in  many  ftrong  abettors  of 
thofe  very  points,  that  the  ulterior  views  of  the  focieties  then  formed,  (into 
which  the  Catholics  w^ere  not  admitted),  tended  to  objedls  beyond  the  know'n 
limits  of  the  conftitution.  From  that  time  ffiynefs,  jealoufy,  and  diftruft, 
fubfifted  betw^een  thofe  new  focieties  and  the  Whig  Club,  though  the  agents 
and  waiters  for  government  attempted  to  identify  their  views,  meafures  and 
principles,  as  appears  by  the  newfpapers,  and  other  publications  of  that  day. 

In  the  County  of  Armagh,  the  local  differences  and  internal  w'arfare  of  the 
Defenders  and  Peep  of  Day  Boys,  were  carried  on  with  increafed  acrimony  : 
duration  naturally  extended  the  evil ; and  the  extenfion  gave  the  Defenders 
the  fuperiority  of  numbers : they  in  their  turn  became  occafionally  aflaih 
ants  and  aggreflbrs.  The  Peep  of  Day  Boys  occupied  with  their  own  con- 
teft,  gave  not  into  the  enlarged  views  of  liberality  and  attachment  to  the 
Catholics,  w hich  diftinguilhed  all  the  public  a6ts  of  their  brethren  at  Belfaft 
and  Dublin.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  appeared  all  the  bitternefs  of  ancient 
puritanical  rancour  againft  popery  : and  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the  refufal 
of  the  Earl  of  Charlemont  to  countenance  and  abet  the  ferocious  efforts  of 
the  Peep  of  Day  Boys  againft  the  Defenders,  became  the  immediate  caufe  of 
a partner  having  been  impofed  upon  him  in  the  government  of  that  province. 
For  at  the  fpring  aflizes  for  the  county  of  Armagh,  1791,  the  grand  jury  and 
liigh  Iheriff  entered  into  the  following  refolutions: 

“ That  a rage  among  the  Roman  Catholics,  for  illegally  arming  them- 
“ felves,  has  of  late  taken  place,  and  is  truly  alarming ; in  order  then  to  put  a 
“ ftop  to  fuch  proceedings,  and  to  reftore  tranquillity,  we  do  pledge  ourfelves 

to  each  other,  as  magiftrates  and  individuals,  and  do  hereby  offer  a rew  ard 
“ of  five  guineas,  for  the  convi6tion  of  each  of  the  firft  tw'enty  perfons,  ille- 
“ gaily  armed  and  affembled  as  aforefaid.” 

An  addrefs  prefented  by  the  Ulfter  volunteers,  to  their  general.  Lord 
Charlemont,  after  his  return  from  England,  on  the  occafion  of  a coad- 
jutor 
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jutor  having  been  appointed  with  him  in  the  government  of  Armagh, 
llrongly  marked  tlie  deep  fenfe  of  the  affront  they  frill  conceived  had 
been  put  upon  him  by  fuch  an  unprecedented  appointment.  And  fliortly 
after  fome  fpirited  refolutions  were  entered  into,  and  an  addrefs  pre- 
fented  by  the  Belfaft  volunteers  to  thofe  of  Dublin  on  the  fubje6l  of  the 
Armagh  refolutions,  expreffmg  fentiments  of  toleration  fimilar  to  thofe 
contained  in  the  refolutions  of  the  Dublin  Independents,  and  the  other  vo- 
lunteer corps  of  the  metropolis.  Publications  were  induftrioufly  circulated, 
that  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  intolerance  was  thus  warmly  difclaimed  on  all 
hands,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom.  Did  the  people  of  Ulfter  enter- 
tain any  thing  like  difaffection  to  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  it  was  in 
Belfaft,  the  largeft  and  moft  populous  town  of  the  province,  that  the  fymp- 
toms  of  it  would  have  been  moft  prevalent.  Happily  there  no  fuch  difaffec- 
tion had  exifted  : on  the  contrary,  a fpirit  of  manly  and  enlightened  libera- 
ralitv,  which  promifed  to  promote  and  perpetuate  that  national  unanimity,  on 
which  depended  the  hopes  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom.  Refolutions  of 
the  Independent  Dublin  volunteers,  and  thofe  of  the  delegates  from  the  Pro- 
teftant  members  of  the  other  corps  were  publiflied,  expreflive  of  feelings  and 
fentiments,  which  proved  that  the  appellation  of  Irilh  volunteers  fliould  mean 
what  it  originally  meant,  friends  of  univerfal  and  equal  liberty;  devoted  ene- 
mies to  religious  bigotry  and  intolerance  to  ufurpation  of  the  common  rights 
of  man,  and  the  bafe  fubjection  of  the  many  to  the  few.  It  was  to  be  la- 
mented, that  an  avowal  of  thofe  generous  fentiments  had  been  called  forth 
by  a mifconception  of  fome  of  their  fellow  countrymen,  no  lefs  zealous  than 
others  in  the  caufe  of  general  freedom ; no  lefs  inimical  to  the  bigotted  into- 
lerance of  the  fixteenth  century. 

jMifconception  it  was  that  could  ever  have  brought  any  defeription  of  the 
people  of  Ulfter  under  the  difgraccfid  charge  of  bigotry  and  intolerance. 
The  gloomy  cloud  of  fuperftition,  which  lately  enveloped  the  greater  part  of 
Europe  in  all  the  horrors  of  religious  dilfention,  of  cruel  and  relentlefs  perfe- 
cution,  was  already  diffipated  Iry  the  increafed  and  increafing  light  of  philo- 
fophy  and  reafon,  even  in  thofe  countries  where  it  was  moft  denfe,  and  its  in- 
fluence moft  mifehievous.  It  v.ns  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  any  veftige  of  it 
remained  in  a countiy  like  that  fo  long  cxercifed  in  contemplating  the  rights 
of  men  and  nations,  for  much  lefs  attention  to  abftra<51:  politics  than  Ireland 
had  indulged  in,  would  have  fliewn,  that  perfecution  for  religious  opinions  was 
incompatible  with  the  law  of  nature,  of  fociety,  and  of  God.  The  Armagh 
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refolutions  might  polhbly  contain  fome  incautious  expreffions,  but  the  ex- 
preflions  of  men  of  known  ndelity  to  tlie  caufe  of  civil  and  religious  freedom, 
and  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  kingdom,  infeparably  conne61ed  with  the 
concord  of  its  inhabitants,  candor  would  interpret  with  indulgenee ; nor 
would  ^l^e  w reft  an  unguarded  phrafe  into  proof  ineontrovertible  of  treafon 
againft  the  rights  of  Iriflimen.  Certainly  the  men  of  Armagh  might  have 
laboured  for  the  reftoration  of  peace  in  their  county,  which,  beyond  doubt, 
was  their  only  objed,  without  reforting  to  expreffions,  vdiich  feemed  to  afperfe 
a general  denomination  of  loyal  fubjeds.  To  adopt  fuch  expreffions  was  im- 
prudent in  them,  and  probably  an  inadvertent  error : they  would,  no  doubt, 
have  magnanimity  enough  to  come  forward  and  difavow  the  principles.  As 
for  a fpirit  of  intolerance  among  the  Proteftants  of  L^lfter,  it  was  purel}'  ideal, 
and  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  political  and  religious  fenti- 
ment  in  that  province  knew  it  to  be  fo.  The  common  enemies  of  both  Protef- 
tants and  Catholics,  who  wiffied  to  deprefs  the  power  of  each  by  playing  off 
one  againft  another,  Avere  thofe  Avho  alone  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  of  its  exiftence,  and  who  v'ould  fain  give  it  being,  and  call  it 
into  adion,  to  fer\'e  as  an  inftrument  of  oppreffion.  The  people  of  Ireland 
Avere  Avarned  to  be  on  their  guard  againft  the  deep  artifice ; a fpirit  of  bro- 
therly forbearance  could  alone  fruftrate  the  defign  of  the  common  enemy : 
nor  could  their  country  derive  any  good  but  from  the  unanimity  of  all  deno- 
minations of  its  people. 

The  year  1792,  opened  feenes  peculiarly  important  to  the  fate  of  Ireland. 
Some  years  had  paft  Avithout  any  parliamentary  proceeding  relative  to  the 
bulk  of  the  nation,  Avhieh  never  ceafed  to  feel  and  latterly  to  exprefs  their 
fuffering  under  the  exifting  code  of  penal  laws,  affeding  perfons  profeffing 
the  Catholic  religion.  In  confequence  of  fome  of  the  warmeft  advocates  for 
the  Catholic  claims  having  reforted  to  general  and  abftrad  reafoning,  they 
greatly  fuffered  in  the  eyes  of  government  and  the  majority  of  parliament. 
It  Avas  at  this  time  difficult  to  fuggeft  a general  ground  of  civil  freedom, 
Avithout  being  fufpeded  of  being  tainted  Avith  Gallic  licentioufnefs.  The 
Avhole  Catholic  body  on  fome  ground  or  other,  Avas  noAV  Avorked  up  to  an  abfo- 
lute  expedation  of  relief.  The  addreflers  fuperadded  to  the  equitable  grounds 
of  their  claims,  the  fubmiffivenefs  and  refped  of  their  application,  and  their 
confidence  in  the  humanity  and  generofity  of  government.  The  petitioners 
relied  more  on  the  irrefiltible  force  of  truth  and  equity,  than  on  the  liberality 
VoL,  II.  u u or 
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or  jultice  of  government.  Prudence  however  taught  them,  that  fome  atten- 
tion was  to  he  paid  to  appearances  and  prejudices.  It  has  been  obferved, 
that  the  great  political  change  in  the  public  mind,  had  been  produced  by  the 
writings  of  Meffrs.  Burke  and  Payne  : between  thefe  two  extremes,  no  mid- 
dle poll  was  tenable.  In  order,  therefore,  to  purge  themfelves  in  the  eye^ 
of  government  of  any  of  that  fort  of  levelling  democracy,  which  was  fo 
peculiarly  obnoxious  to  government,  the  Catholic  committee  chofe  for  their 
council  and  agent  the  fon  of  ]\Ir.  Burke,  conceiving,  that  he  Mmuld  give  no 
advice,  concur  in  no  meafure,  abet  noftep,  without  the  privity,  diredtion  and 
approbation  of  his  father  : and  it  was  no  unfair  concluhon  on  the  part  of  the 
generality  of  the  Catholic  body,  that  whatever  was  backed  and  fupported  by 
iMr.  Burke,*  could  not  be  urged  or  claimed  upon  French  principles.  It  ap- 
pears 

* It  had  been  concerted,  and  it  was  foon  after  well  known,  that  Mr.  Burke’s  particular  friend. 
Sir  Hercules  Langriflie,  was  to  bring  forth  the  Roman  Catholic  bill.  Mr.  Burke  on  the  occafion 
wrote  a very  able  letter  or  rather  a moft  conflitutional  effay  on  the  fubjeft  to  his  friend.  This  letter 
is  of  very  material  importance  to  the  hiftory  of  the  progrefs  of  Catholic  emancipation.  Sir  Hercules 
Langriflie  was  the  man  fixed  upon  by  government  to  bring  forward  the  fubjeft  of  their  claims.  He 
had  always  been  favorably  difppfed  to  them  : but  his  fentiments  had  been  latterly  altered  by  the 
fafliionable  cry  againft  all  popular  claims,  and  the  fear  he  was  under  of  fliewing  any  degree  of  op- 
pofition  tothefyftemof  the  caftle,  which  ever  had  been  the  polar  ftar  of  his  political  navigation. 
Mr,  Burke  therefore  tells  him,  that  he  wiflied  his  ideas  had  been  more  his  own.  In  confenting  to 
ftand  forward  on  this  occafion,  the  baronet  appears  to  have  afted  with  extraordinary  caution  : he 
communicated  both  his  own  and  all  other  perfons  objeftions  againft  the  claims  of  the  Catholics : he 
furnilhed  him  with  all  the  letters  and  publications  written  upon  the  fubjeft  by  Catholics  and  others, 
and  in  a letter  of  tlie  1 0th  December,  1 7<}  1 , moft  pointedly  urged  him  to  deliver  his  opinions  upon  the 
whole  cafe  before  him.  IVIr.  Burke  on  the  3d  of  January,  1792,  gave  him  that  learned  and  liberal 
opinion  upon  the  fubjeft  of  eledlive  franchife,  which  probably  reconciled  the  Britifli  minifter  to  the 
propriety,  juftice,  and  neceffity  of  acceding  to  their  demands.  It  was  avowedly  written  to  meet 
every  fpecies  of  objedtion : political,  legal,  conftitutional,  moral,  local,  permanent  and  provifi- 
onal.  It  was  calculated  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  the  church  of  England,  and  every  fpecies  of 
Proteftant  Diflenter,  and  above  all  fupereminently  demonftrative  of  the  compatibility  of  Catholic 
emancipation,  with  the  coronation  oath.  With  the  full  objedtion  to  the  democracy  of  fome  few  of  the 
Catholics  before  his  eyes : he  thus  fpoke.  “ It  becomes  an  objedt  of  very  ferious  confideration, 
“ whether,  becaufe  wicked  men  of  various  deferiptions  are  engaged  in  feditious  courfes,  the  rati- 
" onal,  fober,  and  valuable  part  of  one  defeription  Ihould  not  be  indulged  their  fober  and  rational 

expedVatlons  ? You  who  have  looked  deeply  into  the  fpirit  of  the  Popery  laws,  muft  be  perfedlly 
” fenfible,  that  a great  part  of  the  prefent  mifehief,  which  w'e  abhor  in  common,  has  arifen  from 
" them.  If  the  abfurd  perfons  you  mention,  find  no  way  of  providing  for  liberty,  but  by  over- 
“ turning  this  happy  confiitution,  and  introducing  a frantic  democracy,  let  us  take  care  how  we 

“ prevent 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


339 


pears  to  have  been  well  underftood  between  the  Britifli  and  Irifli  cabinets, 
that  the  opinions  and  countenance  of  Mr.  Burke,  at  this  period  the  trium- 
phant 


prevent  better  people  from  any  rational  expe6lations  of  partaking  in  the  benefits  of  that  confti- 
tution  as  it  ftands.  The  maxims  you  efiablilli  cut  the  matter  ihort.  They  have  no  fort  of  con- 
nexion  with  the  good  or  ill  behaviour  of  the  perfons  w ho  feek  relief,  or  wdth  the  proper  or  im- 
proper  means  by  which  they  feek  it.  They  form  a perpetual  bar  to  all  pleas  and  all  expec- 
“ tations. 

“ There  is  another  w'ay  of  taking  an  objedtion  to  this  conceflion,  which  I admit  to  be  foraething 
“ more  plaufible,  and  worthy  of  a more,  attentive  examination.  It  is  that  this  numerous  clafs  of 
people  is  mutinous,  diforderly,  prone  to  fedition,  and  eafy  to  be  wrought  upon  by  the  infidious 
arts  of  wicked  and  defigning  men;  that  confeious  of  this,  the  fober,  rational,  and  w'ealthy  part 
of  that  body,  who  are  totally  of  another  charadter,  do  by  no  means  defire  any  participation  for 
themfelves,  or  for  any  one  elfe  of  their  defeription,  in  the  franchifes  of  the  Britifli  conftitu- 
tion. 

I have  great  doubt  of  the  exadtnefs  of  any  part  of  this  obfervation.  But  let  us  admit,  that 
the  body  of  the  Catholics  are  prone  to  fedition  (of  which,  as  I have  faid,  I entertain  much 
doubt),  is  it  poflible,  that  any  fair  obferver  or  fair  reafoner,  can  think  of  confining  this  deferip- 
tion  to  them  only  ? I believe  it  to  be  poflible  for  men  to  be  mutinous  and  feditious  who  feel  no 
grievance  : but  I believe  no  man  wall  aifert  ferioufly,  that  when  people  are  of  a turbulent  fpirit, 
the  beft  way  to  keep  them  in  order,  is  to  furnilli  them  with  fomething  fubftantial  to  complain 
“ of. 

“ The  popular  meeting  from  which  apprehenfions  have  been  entertained,  has  aflTembled.  I have 
" accidentally  had  converfation  with  two  friends  of  mine,  who  knew  fomething  of  the  gentleman 
who  was  put  into  the  chair  upon  that  occafion  ; one  of  them  has  had  money  tranfadtions  with  him, 
the  other,  from  curiofity,  has  been  to  fee  his  concerns  : they  both  tell  me  he  is  a man  of  fome 
property;  but  you  muft  be  the  beft  judge  of  this,  wdio  by  your  office,  are  likely  to  know  his 
tranfadtions.  Many  of  the  others  are  certainly  perfons  of  fortune  ; and  all,  or  moft,  fathers  of 
families,  men  in  refpedtable  ways  of  life ; and  fome  of  them  far  from  contemptible,  either  for 
their  information,  or  for  the  abilities  which  they  have  lliewn  in  the  difeuffion  of  their  interefts. 
What  fuch  men  think  it  for  their  advantage  to  acquire,  ought  not,  prima  facie,  to  beconfidered 
“ as'rafli  or  heady,  or  incompatible  with  the  public  fafety  orw'elfare. 

“ You  have  fent  me  feveral  papers,  fome  in  print,  fome  in  manufeript.  I think  I had  feen  all 
of  them  except  the  formula  of  aflTociatiou.  I confefs  they  appear  to  me  to  contain  matter  mif- 
“ chievous,  and  capable  of  giving  alarm,  if  the  fpirit  in  which  they  are  written  fliould  be  found 
“■  to  make  any  confiderable  progrefs.  But  I am  at  a lofs  to  know  how'  to  apply  tiiem,  as  objedtions 
to  the  cafe  now' before  us.  When  I find  that  the  general  committee  which  adts  for  the  Homan 
“ Catholics  in  Dublin,  prefers  the  alfociation  propofed  in  the  written  draft  you  have  fent  me,  to  a 
refpedtful  application  in  parliament,  I fliall  think  the  perfons  who  fign  fuch  a paper,  to  be  un- 
"■  worthy  of  any  privilege,  which  may  be  thought  fit  to  be  granted  ; and  that  fuch  men  ought,  by 
name,  to  be  excepted  from  any  benefit  under  the  conftitution  to  Avhich  tliey  offer  this  violence. 
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pliant  and  unrivalled  champion  of  church  and  ftate  throughout  Great  Bri- 
tain, diould  he  permitted  to  have  currency  and  fupport  alfo  through  the 

kingdom 

” But  I do  not  find  that  this  form  of  a feditlous  league  has  been  figned  by  any  perfon  whatfoever, 
“ either  on  the  part  of  the  fuppofed  projectors,  or  on  the  part  of  thofe  whom  it  is  calculated  to  fe- 
duce.  I do  not  find,  on  enquiry,  that  fuch  a thing  was  mentioned,  or  even  remotely  alluded  to, 
” in  the  general  meeting  of  the  Catholics,  from  which  fo  much  violence  was  apprehended.  I have 
" con fidered  the  other  publications,  figned  by  individuals,  on  the  part  of  certain  focieties  j I may 
“ miftake,  for  I have  not  the  honor  of  knowing  them  perfonally,  but  1 take  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr. 
" Tandy  not  to  be  Catholics,  but  members  of  the  eftablilhed  church.  Not  one  that  I recollect  of 
thefe  publications,  which  you  and  I equally  diflike,  appears  to  be  written  by  perfons  of  that  per- 
fuafion.  Now,  if,  whilft  a man  is  dutifully  foliciting  a favor  from  parliament,  any  perfon 
llrould  chufe,  in  an  improper  manner,  to  ftiew  his  inclination  towards  tlie  caufe  depending  j and 
if  that  muft  deftroy  the  caufe  of  the  petitioner,  then,  not  only  the  petitioner,  but  the  legiflature 
“ itfelf  is  in  the  power  of  any  weak  friend  or  artful  enemy,  that  the  fupplicant,  or  that  the  parlia- 
ment  may  have.  A man  muft  be  judged  by  his  own  aCtions  only.  Certain  Proteftant  Diflenters 
make  feditious  propofilions  to  the  Catholics,  which  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  yet  accept- 
” ed.  It  would  be  ftrange  tliat  the  tempter  fhould  efcape  all  punifhment,  and  that  he  who,  under 
“ circumftances-full  of  feduCtion  and  full  of  provocation,  has  relifted  the  temptation,  lliould  incur  the 
''  penalty.  You  know,  that,  with  regard  to  the  Dilfenters,  wdio  are  ftated  to  be  the  chief  movers 
“ in  this  vile  fcheme  of  altering  the  principles  of  election  to  a right  of  voting  by  the  head,  you 
“ are  not  able  (if  you  ought  even  to  wifti  fuch  a thing)  to  deprive  them  of  any  part  of  the  fran- 
" chifes  and  privileges  which  they  hold  on  a footing  of  perfeft  equality  with  yourfelves.  They  may 
‘‘  do  what  they  pleafe  with  conftitutional  impunity  j but  the  others  cannot  even  liften  with  civility 
to  an  invitation  from  them  to  an  ill-judged  fcheme  of  liberty,  without  forfeiting,  for  ever,  all 
“ hopes  of  any  of  thofe  liberties  which  we  admit  to  be  fober  and  rational.  It  is  known  I believe, 
" that  the  greater,  as  well  as  the  founder  part  of  our  excluded  countrymen,  have  not  adopted  the 
“ wild  ideas,  and  wilder  engagements,  which  have  been  held  out  to  them  ; but  have  rather  chofen 
to  hope  fmall  and  fate  conceflions  from  the  legal  power,  than  boundlefs  objects  from  trouble  and 
“ confufion.  This  mode  of  a6tion  feems  to  me  to  mark  men  of  fobriety,  and  to  diftinguilh  them 
“ from  thofe  who  are  intemperate,  from  circumftance  or  from  nature. 

“ Such,  my  dear  Sir,  is  the  plain  nature  of  the  argument  drawn  from  the  revolution  maxims, 
" enforced  by  a fuppofed  difpofition  in  the  Catholics  to  unite  with  the  Dilfenters.  Such  it  is, 
“ though  it  were  clothed  in  never  fuch  bland  and  civil  forms,  and  wrapped  up,  as  a poet  fays,  in 
” a thoufand  “ artful  folds  of  facred  lawn.”  For  my  own  part,  I do  know  in  what  manner  to 
" ftiape  fuch  arguments,  fo  as  to  obtain  admiflion  for  them  into  a rational  underftanding.  Every 
“ thing  of  this  kind  is  to  be  reduced,  at  laft,  to  threats  of  power.  I cannot  fay  vae  viftis,  and 
“ then  throw  the  fword  into  the  fcale.  I have  no  fword  ; and  if  I had,  in  this  cafe  moft  certain- 
" ly  I would  not  ufe  it  as  a make-weight,  in  political  reafoning. 

“ Obferve,  on  thefe  principles,  the  difference  between  the  procedure  of  the  parliament  and  the 
" Dilfenters,  towards  the  people  in  queftion.  One  employs  courtfliip,  the  other  force.  TheDif- 
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kingdom  of  Ireland.  The  great  object  of  political  attention  throughout 
Ireland  in  the  year  1792,  was  the  queftion  of  opening  fome  conftitutional 

rights 

''  fenters  offer  bribes,  the  parliament  nothing  but  the  front  negative  of  a Hern  and  forbidding  au- 
‘‘  thority.  A man  may  be  very  wrong  in  his  ideas  of  what  is  good  for  him.  But  no  man  affronts 
me,  nor  can  therefore  juftify  my  affronting  him,  by  offering  to  make  me  as  happy  as  himfelf, 
“ according  to  his  own  ideas  of  happinefs.  This  the  Diffenters  do  to  the  Catholics.  You  are  on 
the  different  extremes.  The  Diffenters  offer,  with  regard  to  conftitutional  rights  and  civil  ad- 
“ vantages  of  all  forts,  every  thing ; you  refufe  every  thing.  With  them,  there  is  boundlefs, 
though  not  very  affured  hope  j with  you,  a very  fure  and  very  unqualified  defpair.  The  terms 
“ of  alliance,  from  the  Diffenters,  offer  a reprefentation  of  the  commons,  chofen  out  of  the  peo- 
“ pie  by  the  head.  This  is  abfurdly  and  dangeroufly  large,  in  my  opinion,  and  that  fcheme  of 
“ election  is  known  to  have  been,  at  all  times,  perfedly  odious  to  me.  But  I cannot  think  it  right 
“ of  courfe,  to  punifh  the  Irifli  Roman  Catholics  by  an  univerfal  exclufion,  becaufe  others,  whom 
“ you  would  not  punifh  at  all,  propofe  an  univerfal  admiflion.  I cannot  diffemble,  to  myfelf, 
tliat  in  this  very  kingdom,  many  perfons  who  are  not  in  the  fituation  of  the  Irifli  Catholics,  but 
“ who  on  the  contrary,  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  the  conftitution  as  it  ftands,  and  fome  of  whom, 
" from  the  effedl  of  tlieir  fortunes,  enjoy  it  in  a large  meafure,  had  fome  years  ago  afl’ociated  to 
“ procure  great  and  undefined  changes  (they  confidered  them  as  reforms)  in  the  popular  part  of 
the  conftitution.  Our  friend,  the  late  IMr.  Flood  (no  flight  man)  propofed  in  his  place,  and  in 
my  hearing,  a reprefentation  not  much  lefs  extenfive  than  this,  for  England ; in  which  every 
“ houfe  was  to  be  inhabited  by  a voter,  in  addition  to  all  the  adual  votes  by  other  titles,  all  thofe 
“ (fome  of  the  corporate)  which  we  know  do  not  require  a houfe,  or  a ihed.  Can  I forget  that  a 
" perfon  of  the  very  higheft  rank,  of  very  large  fortune,  and  of  the  very  firft  clafs  of  ability, 
" brought  a bill  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  the  head  quarters  of  ariftocracy,  containing  identi- 
“■  cally  the  fame  projett,  for  the  fuppofed  adoption  of  which,  by  a club  or  two,  it  is  thought  right 
“ to  extinguith  all  hopes  in  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland?  I cannot  fay  it  was  very  eagerly  em- 
“ braced,  or  very  warmly  purfued.  But  the  lords  neither  did  difavow  the  bill,  nor  treat  it  with 
“ any  difregard,  nor  exprefs  any  fort  of  difapprobation  of  its  noble  author,  who  has  never  loft, 
" with  king  or  people,  the  leaft  degree  of  the  refpetil:  and  confideration  which  fo  juftly  belongs  to 
“ him. 

“ Several  are  in  dread  of  the  manoeuvres  of  certain  perfons  among  the  Diflenters,  who  turn  this 
'•  ill  humour  to  their  own  ill  purpofes.  You  know,  better  than  I can,  how  much  thefe  proceed- 
" ings  of  certain  among  the  Diftenters  are  to  be  feared.  You  are  to  weigh,  with  the  temper  which 
“ is  natural  to  you,  whether  it  may  be  for  the  fafety  of  our  eftablilhment,  that  the  Catholics  ftiould 
“ be  ultimatdy  perfuaded,  that  they  have  no  hope  to  enter  into  the  conftitution,  but  through  the 
“ Diftenters. 

“ Ihink  } whether  this  be  the  way  to  prevent,  or  diftblve  fadious  combinations  againft  the 
“ church,  or  the  ftate.  Refleft  ferioully  on  the  poflible  confequences  of  keeping,  in  the  heart  of 
" your  country,  a bank  of  difcontent,  every  hour  accumulating,  upon  which  every  defcription  of 
“ feditious  men  may  draw  at  pleafure.  They,  whofe  principles  of  faction  would  difpofe  them  to 
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rights  to  the  Catholics.  The  tranfa6lions  of  this  year  have  generally  been 
reprefentecl  as  differently  by  the  different  peiTons,  vdio  have  xmdertaken  to 
reheaife  them,  as  it  they  had  retailed  the  afts  and  deeds  of  diftinct  centuries 
and  diftinft  people.  Although  it  be  a matter  of  undoubted  notoriety,  that 
no  member  of  oppofition  did  bring  forward  or  move  any  thing  on  behalf  of 
the  Catholics  during  the  feffion,  (except  the  prefentation  of  petitions)  and 
that  the  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Hercules  Langrilhe,  a conftant  fupporter  of 
government,  was  long  thought  of,  maturely  digefted  and  rcflexedly  a^.proved 
of  by  government  before  it  xvas  ullicred  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons : yet 
has  that  very  circumftance  been  notorioufly  falfified  by  the  Earl  of  Clare  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner. 

* “ With  refpedl  to  the  old  code  of  the  Popery  laws,  there  cannot  be  a 
“ doubt  that  it  ought  to  have  been  repealed.  It  was  impoffible  that  any 
country  could  continue  to  cxift  under  a code,  by  which  a majority  of  its 
“ inhabitants  were  cut  off  from  the  rights  of  property.  But  in  the  relaxa- 
tion  of  thefe  laws  there  was  a fatal  error.  It  lliould  have  been  taken  up 
“ fyftematically  by  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  and  not  left  in  the  hands  of 
“ every  individual,  who  chofe  to  take  poffeffion  of  it,  as  an  engine  of  power 
“ or  popularity.  This,  however,  was  done;  and  before  the  fubjedl  attradled 
“ the  notice  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  the  Popery  laws  were  unequivo- 
‘‘  cally  repealed  fo  far  as  they  affected  the  rights  of  property,  were  relaxed 
“ in  every  claufe  of  intolerance,  which  affedled  the  Popilh  worfliip ; and  the 
“ profeffion  of  the  law  was  opened  to  perfons  of  the  Popilli  religion,  without 
“ qualification  or  reftriftion.  In  1792,  a giddy  young  man,  now  no  more, 
“ was  brought  over  here  from  England  by  the  Catholic  committee,  as  their 
“ avowed  agent,  who,  immediately  after  his  arrival,  commenced  a warm 
“ canvafs  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  for  the  political  in- 
“ terefts  of  his  clients,  and  in  the  courfeof  this  canvafs  I can  Rate,  from  my 
“ own  knowledge,  his  great  argument  was,  an  unequivocal  offer  of  the  fer- 


the  eftabliniment  of  an  arbitrary  monarchy,  will  find  a nation  of  men  who  have  no  fort  of  in- 
“ tereft  in  freedom  ; but  who  will  have  an  interell  in  that  equality  of  juftice  or  favor,  with  which 
“ a wife  defi^bt  muft  view  all  his  fubjedls  who  do  not  attack  the  foundations  of  his  power.  Love  ot 
“ liberty  itfelf  may,  in  fuch  men,  become  the  means  of  eftablifliing  an  arbitrary  domination.  On 
“ the  other  hand,  they  who  with  for  a democratic  republic,  will  find  a fet  of  men  who  have  no 
“ choice  between  civil  fervitude,  and  the  entire  ruin  of  a mixed  conflitution.” 

* Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Clare,  on  the  lOtli  of  February,  1800. 
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**  vices  of  his  clients  to  men,  whofe  Rations  naturally  gave  them  fome  ^vTight 
“ in  the  public  councils,  to  eftablilli  their  political  power  on  a bafis  not  to 
“ be  fliaken,  if  they  would  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  Catholic 
“ body.”* 

The 

* An  account  of  thefe  firfl:  tranfaftions  has  been  left  us  by  the  young  man,  whom  the  chancellor 
had  thus  charged  with  levity,  who  evidently  a6ted  under  the  ad\  ice  of  his  father,  and  whofe  re- 
vifing  pen  is  difcoverable  tlirough  the  ftile,  language,  and  fentiments  of  the  whole  pamphlet.  It  is 
intituled,  Addrefs  from  the  general  Committee  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  their  fellov:  Protejlant 
Subjects,  CfTc.  pnblithed  in  Dublin,  1792.  Here  we  find  the  following  account  of  the  divifion  of 
the  Catholic  body.  (P.  5.)  “ In  the  firft  place  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  reduce  the  confufed 
mafs  of  obloquy,  which  has  been  heaped  upon  us,  into  fome  kind  of  certainty,  both  in  its  fub- 
fiance  and  in  its  application.  We  fliall  afterwards  examine  the  grounds  of  it.  For  this  purpofe 
**  we  are  to  premife,  that  a divifion,  in  the  Catholic  body,  has  been  artfully  imagined,  and  ftrongly 
infified  upon ; of  which  one  part  is  honored  with  the  appellation  of  the  real  Catholics  5 the  men 
of  birth,  property,  education,  charafter,  morals,  and  underfianding  : The  other  part  is  repre- 
“ fented,  as  a bafe,  unlettered,  mechanical,  poor,  and  vulgar  herd  ■,  the  obfeure  tenants  of  the 
" counting  houfe,  and  the  rude  tillers  of  the  foil  ■,  men  incapable  of  comprehending  the  principles 
of  fociety,  or  the  ties  of  moral  obligation. 

" Firfi,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  difiribution  and  contra-difiinftion  of  men,  which  is  here 
fuppofed,  implies  an  entire  and  previous  difiblution  of  the  focial  bond,  and  one  which  if  ever  it 
‘‘  takes  place,  can  only  exifi  for  the  defirudtion  of  the  fuperior  clafs.  But  J'urtunately  for  the 
‘‘  profperity,  the  peace,  and  the  honor  of  Ireland,  no  fuch  divifion  has  yet  been  effefted  among  the 
“ Roman  Catholics.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  a divifion  (if  the  defebtion  of  fo  fmall  a number  can 
“ be  called  a divifion)  has  been  fomented,  and  yet  fubfifts,  which  however  it  is  to  be  lamented 
‘‘  upon  other  grounds,  is  not  of  the  nature  above  deferibed.  Two  parties  are  feen  amongfi  us, 
“ one  compofed  of  thofe  who  (from  motives  befi  known  to  themfelves)  have  been  induced  to  put 
their  hands  to  the  addrefs  of  the  17th  of  December  j for  which  aft  Lord.Kenmare  has  been  de- 
“ dared  unworthy  of  our  confidence : the  other  party  confifis  on  one  hand,  of  this  committee, 
(delegated  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfafting  the  concerns  of  the  Roman  Catholics),  and  on  the 
other,  of  all  thofe  who  have  come  forward  in  various  refolutions  of  approbation  to  this  com- 
“ mittee,  and  of  abhorrence  of  the  imputations,  which  Lord  Kenmare’s  addrefs  has  obliquely 
thrown  upon  us,  but  which  many  of  the  addrefiers  themfelves  have  fince  honorably  difclaimed. 

Of  thefe  two  parties  it  is  evident,  that  the  pompous  and  encomiafiic  fide  of  the  pifture  above 
" delineated,  is  meant  to  apply  to  the  followers  of  Lord  Kenmare  5 the  vilifying  and  opprobrious 
“ expreffions  relate  to  this  committee,  and  to  thofe  who  have  fupported  it.  Before  we  proceed  to 
“ expofe  the  injuftice  of  this  application  in  both  its  parts,  we  wifh  to  have  it  underfiood,  that  in 
“ difeharging  ourfelves  from  illiberal  refleftions,  we  only  mean  to  rejeft  thofe  which  imply  fome 
" evil  moral  quality.  We  fhould  be  far  from  the  mean  and  infolent  vanity,  fo  unbecoming  a 
“ Chriftian  and  a man,  of  taking  pride  in  the  accidents  of  birth,  wealth,  and  education,  in  what- 
“ ever  degree  we  might  polfefs  them.  We  do  not  account  ourfelves  better  than  thofe  whom  per- 
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The  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  though  neceflarily  anxious  to  be  re- 
lieved of  the  hardfliips  they  had  fo  long  laboured  under,  could  not  be  alto- 
gether infenfible  of  the  new  and  unaccuftomed  fympathy  and  liberality  of 

haps  a kinder  providence,  has  placed  in  the  moft  humble  life,  and  who  ferve  their  generation 
with  a more  obfcure,  or  a lefs  fuccefsful  induftry.  Why  tliould  indigence  be  infulted  ? We  do 
not  defpife  the  poor,  nor  him,  who  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  bears  all  the  burden  of  the  com- 
“ mon  curfe.  Our  adions  will  lliew,  that  we  are  not  willing  to  facrifice,  for  objeds  of  avarice 
“ and  ambition  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  children,  tlie  necefl'ary  fecurity,  the  juft  importance,  the 
proteding  franchife  of  the  man,  whofe  hard  toil  obtains  from  our  mother  eartli  tlie  very  bread 
“ we  eat.  When,  therefore,  it  is  afterted,  that  we  are  only  the  unlettered,  poor,  mechanical  mem- 
” bers  of  our  perfuafion ; we  deny  it  only  becaufe  it  is  not  the  fad.  As  far  as  it  regards  ourfelves, 
‘‘  the  impofture  is  lefs  material.  But,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  it  is  not  tliis  committee  alone, 
" who  are  reprefen  ted  as  deftitute  of  property,  charader,  and  knowledge,  incapable  of  difcerning 
focial  good  or  public  utility  j but  that  all  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  have  ftood  forth  on  this  oc- 
“ cafion,  the  principal  merchants  of  fo  many  trading  cities,  the  houfeholders  of  all  the  pariflres  of 
“ this  capital,  the  landed  proprietors  of  fo  many  counties,  are  involved  in  tlais  indifcriminate  re- 
“ proach  of  meannefs,  poverty  and  ignorance ; common  fenfe,  and  the  feelings  of  mankind  ekad 
“ from  us  an  autlientic  alTertion  of  the  truth.  We  declare  then,  and  we  are  warranted  in  de- 
“ daring,  that  tlie  names  and  charaders  of  the  perfons  who  have  figned  refolutions  in  favor  of  the 
general  committee,  are  of  the  firft  refpedability  in  every  clafs,  and  every  line  which  the  law 
” has  left  open  to  us.  Let  thofe  who  have  read  their  refolutions  themfelves  judge  of  their  capacity, 
and  fay  whether  they  are,  as  has  been  infinuated,  below  the  ftandard  of  the  human  faculties,  and 
“ incapable  of  political  combinations,  or  even  of  appreciating  their  own  w'ants,  and  their  own 
“ grievances. 

‘‘  It  has  been  reprefented,  that  they  have  no  ftake  in  the  profperlty  of  their  country,  and  nothing 
” to  hazard  in  the  event  of  public  calamity.  If  we  are  to  fpeak  of  their  fubftance,  to  bring  the 
“ eftimate  within  the  loweft  polfible  calculation,  we  cannot  compute  the  property  of  thofe,  who 
have  already  figned  refolutions  in  our  favor  (to  fay  nothing  of  ourfelves,  or  of  thofe  who  are  yet 
to  fign)  at  lefs  than  ten  millions  fterling;  we  fliould  come  nearer  the  truth,  if  we  fliould  fay 
“ twenty  millions.  If  mercantile,  and  perfonal  wealth  conftitutes  the  greater  part  of  this  fum,  it 
“ is  becaufe  the  property  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  principally  vefted  in  trade,  and  that  we  have 
**  been  long  incapable,  and  are  but  lately  qualified  to  acquire  real  eftates.  But  though  Providence 
has  not  frowned  upon  our  humble  induftry,  we  repeat  it  again,  that  we  folicit  relief  not  for  the 
“ fake  of  the  rich,  but  for  the  fake  of  the  poor.  And  if  we  were  all  funk  (as  too  many  of  us  are) 
“ in  one  dreary  lot  of  hopelefs  poverty,  we  fliould  only  poflefs  a ftronger  claim  to  tlie  charities  of 
“ parliament,  and  one  argument  more  for  a participation  in  equal  laws. 

“ But  it  is  faid  thefe  addrelTers  are  the  landed  intereft,  A landed  intereft  is  certainly  refpeAable, 
" and  defences  much,  but  not  the  whole  attention  of  a legiflaturej  that  is  to  fay,  where  it  is  united, 
“ and  not  when  it  is  in  a ftatc  of  unnatural  feparation  from  the  general  mafs  of  property.  It  fo 
“ happens,  however,  that  a much  greater  proportion  of  that  very  property  is  with  the  committee, 
“ than  with  the  followers  of  Lord  Kenmare.” 
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any  of  their  Proteftant  countrymen.  The  Catholics  did  not  weigh  to  a 
Icruple  thole  differences,  by  which  the  religious  tenets  of  the  eltablilhed  cliurch 
and  the  DilTenters  varied  from  their  own ; nor  did  they  open  old  accounts  to 
difcover,  whether  the  afperity  of  Puritanical  rigor  had  been  foftened  by  the 
aifumption  of  Proteftant  afcendancy:  thofe,  who  upon  the  broad  bahs  of 
conftitutional  freedom  adopted  the  principle  of  their  emancipation  could 
not  but  be  received  with  cordiality,  as  the  welcome  heralds  of  the  ceflation 
of  their  bondage,  and  coadjutors  in  the  glorious  work  of  their  delivery. 
Although  the  Catholics  Avere  not  generally  admitted  into  the  dilferent  fo- 
cieties,  which  had  lately  been  formed  and  inftituted  for  promoting  the  great 
popular  ohjecls  of  civil  freedom  and  reform : yet  it  was  morally  impolhble, 
that  many  Catholic  individuals  Ihould  not  at  that  time  have  fympathized 
with  their  Proteftant  brethren  in  the  forwarding  of  thofe  objects.  Nothing 
however  had  been  ever  fuggelted,  much  lefs  attempted  by  them  as  a body 
towards  their  attainment.  Under  the  exifting  vehemence  of  political  pre- 
judice, it  was  found  prudent  in  the  body,  to  prove  to  the  legiflature  as  well 
as  the  nation  at  large,  as  the  fa6l  was,  that  the  exertions  of  their  body  were 
exclufively  confined  to  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  code.* 

On  the  19th  of  January,  179'-^?  the  parliament  was  opened  by  a fpeech 

* Thus  were  their  exertions  exprefled  by  their  agent  Mr.  R.  Burke  : ''  We  now  proceed  to 

“ Ihew,  that  the  principles  and  condu6t  imputed  to  us,  are  equally  deftitute  of  foundation.  It  is 
“ faid,  that  we  are  turbulent  and  feditious,  that  we  have  formed  regular  plans  for  the  intimidation 
“ of  parliament,  and  that  Inftead  of  making  application  for  favors,  we  affert  claims  of  right,  of 
“ fpeculative  right  unknown  to  the  conflitution,  and  fubverfive  of  fociety.  Thefe  are  the  charges} 
“ we  are  not  afraid  to  repeat  them.  Whether  we  intimidate,  or  are  ourfelves  the  objeft  of  in- 
“ timidation,  is  for  thofe  to  pronounce,  who  hear  the  imputations  with  which  we  are  covered,  ai^ 
“ the  vengeance  which  is  denounced  againft  us.  What  have  we  done,  or  what  are  we  able  to  do, 

which  makes  it  neceffary  for  the  newfpapers  and  pamphlets  of  tlie  day,  to  threaten  us  with  the 
" unfolded  terrors  of  Irifli,  and  even  of  Britilh  power  ? This  we  conceive  is  fomething  like  intimi- 
“ dation.  But  why  is  it,  that  while  on  one  tide  we  are  reprobated  as  vile,  and  as  of  no  account 
“ in  the  fcale  of  public  judgment : on  tlie  other,  we  are  treated  as  enemies  of  the  moll  dreadful  im- 
“ portance?  Such  are  the  inconfiftencies  into  which  our  enemies  are  hurried.  It  is  the  perturba- 
" tion  of  the  pafiions. 

“ As  to  the  committee  we  are  to  obferve,  tliat  if  it  is  an  improper,  it  is  at  leaft  no  recent  infti- 
“ tution.  It  was  formed  about  twenty  years  ago,  under  the  immediate  eye,  and  tacit  fanftion  of 
“ government.  From  that  time  forward,  all  the  parliamentary  and  general  bufinefs  of  the  Roman 
“ Catholics,  has  been  tranfa£ted  through  that  channel  by  every  minifter,  and  every  public  man,  to 
“ this  very  day.” 
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from  the  throne,  in  which  his  excellency,  after  having  communicated  to 
them  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  York  with  the  Princefs  Royal  of  Pruffia, 
obferved,  that  the  conftant  attention  they  had  Ihewn  to  the  interefts  of  Ire- 
land made  it  imneceffary  to  recommend  to  them  a continuance  of  that  wife 
fyftem  of  policy,  from  which  their  country  had  received  fuch  ineftimable  ad- 
vantages in  the  encreafe  of  her  trade,  credit  and  manufadlures.  The  addrcfs 
which  was  moved  by  Lord  Thurles,  and  feconded  by  the  Hon.  G.  Knox,  im- 
ported the  thanks  of  that  houfe  to  his  majefty  for  continuing  in  the  govern- 
ment a lord  lieutenant,  wdio  had  diewn  a zealous  difpofition  to  forward  every 
mcafure,  that  might  contribute  to  the  public  welfare ; and  that  they  were 
convinced  of  his  decided  refolution  to  fupport  the  due  execution  of  the  law; 
and  that  under  his  firm  adminiftration,  they  fliould  feel  confident  of  the 
maintenance  of  good  order  and  government : upon  which  Mr.  Grattan  faid, 
lie  mofl  chearfully  concurred  in  every  thing  honorable  to  his  majefty,  and 
fmcerely  rejoiced  in  every  circumftance,  which  could  really  add  to  his  public 
and  private  happinefs,  -which  muft  give  pleafure  to  every  branch  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjedls,  and  to  none  more  fmcerely  than  to  his  loyal  people  of  Ireland. 
They  muft  ever  rejoice  in  the  aufpicious  increafe  of  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of 
Hanover,  whofe  acceftion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  dominions  had  been  at- 
tended with  fo  many  bleflings  to  that  country,  as  well  as  every  other  part  of 
the  empire.  So  far  he  Avas  ready  to  concur  in  the  addrefs.  But  to  that 
part  of  it,  Avhich  Avent  to  declare  thanks  to  his  majefty,  for  continuing  in  the 
o-overnment  of  this  country  a lord  lieutenant  and  an  adminiftration,  Avhofe 
meafures  he  had  found  it  neceffary  to  oppofe,  and  Avho  had  uniformly  op- 
pofed  every  meafure  uiged  for  the  good  of  their  country,  he  could  not 
^ive  his  aflent.  Ten  years  had  elapfed  fmee  they  had  recoA^ered  their  con- 
ftitutiou,  and  three  fince,  in  the  opinion  of  fome,  they  had  loft  it.  Their 
prefent  minifters  had  made  two  attempts  on  their  liberties  ; the  firft  had  failed, 
and  the  fecond  had  fucceeded.  They  could  remember  the  propofitions : 
the  people  of  Ireland  AA’ould  not  confent  to  be  governed  by  the  Britifli  par- 
liament; an  expedient  Avas  devifed,  let  the  Irifli  parliament  govern  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  and  Britain  gOA'ern  the  Irifh  parliament.  She  AA^as  to  do  fb 
fpeclfically  in  thofe  fubjedfs,  in  Avhich  flie  had  been  moft  oppreftive ; mo- 
nopolies of  commerce  eaft  and  Aveft.  They  Avere  to  put  down  the  Irifli  con- 
ftitution,  in  order  to  put  up  the  monopoly  againft  Irifli  commerce.  The  mi- 
niftry,  Avho  conduced  this  trick,  took  care  to  make  the  Irifli  advance  by  a 
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certain  number  of  propofitions,  under  an  affurance,  that  the  Britifli  cabinet 
would  to  an  iota  accede,  and  they  made  the  Irilh  parliament  give  an  ad- 
ditional revenue  on  the  faith  of  that  acceffion.  They  then  fuffered  the  pro- 
pofitions to  be  reverfed ; turned  them  againft  the  country,  from  Mdiich  they 
Avere  fuppofed  to  proceed,  and  made  them  fatal  at  once  to  their  conftitution, 
and  to  her  commerce.  The  individuals  concerned  in  that  bufmefs,  fome  of 
them  had  pledged  themfelves  againft  an  iota  of  alteration  : they  broke  their 
honor.  The  Irifli  minifter  Avas  pledged  to  a fpecific  fyftem ; he  prevaricated ; 
in  the  attempt  on  her  liberty  he  Avas  a violator;  in  taking  her  taxes  a 
fAvindler.  This  meafure  Avas  defeated  by  the  influence  principally  of  that 
part  of  the  Ariftocracy,  who  refufed  to  go  through  the  bill ; and  aaLo  had 
been  difmifled.  They  aaIao  made  the  attempt  had  been  advanced  and  re- 
AV’arded.  The  path  of  public  treachery  in  a principal  country  leads  to  the 
block;  but  in  a nation,  governed  like  a proA’ince,  to  the  helm. 

The  fecond  attempt  Avas  their  modelling  of  the  parliament:  in  1780,  fif- 
teen neAV  falaries,  Avith  feveral  ncAV  penfions  to  the  members  thereof,  Aveie 
created  at  once  and  added  to  the  old  overgroAA'n  parliamentary  influence  of 
the  croAvn.  In  other  Avords,  the  expenditure  of  the  intercft  of  half  a mil- 
lion to  buy  the  Floufe  of  Commons;  the  fale  of  the  peerage  and  the  pur- 
chafe  of  feats  in  the  commons;  the  formation  of  a ftock-purfe  by  the  mi- 
iiifter  to  monopolize  boroughs,  and  buy  up  reprefentations.  This  new  prac- 
tice, Avhereby  the  minifler  of  the  croAvn  becomes  the  common  borough- 
broker  of  the  kingdom,  conftitutes  an  offence  fo  multitudinous  and  in  all  its 
parts  fo  criminal,  as  to  call  for  radical  reformation,  and  exemplary  punifli- 
ment ; Avhether  the  perfons  concerned  be  Lord  Buckingham  or  his  fecre- 
tary,  or  thofe  Avho  became  the  objects  of  his  promotion,  becaufc  they  had 
been  the  minifters  of  his  vices.  It  Avas  a confpiracy  againlt  the  fundamental 
laAvs  of  the  land,  and  fought  to  eftabliflr,  and  had  eftablilhed,  in  the  place  of 
a limited  monarchy,  a corrupt  defpotifin;  and  if  any  thing  refcued  the  per- 
fons fo  concerned  from  the  name  of  traitors,  it  Avas  not  the  princij)le  of  laAV, 
but  its  omiffion,  that  had  not  defcribed  by  any  exprefs  provilionary  fiatute 
that  patrieide,  of  Avhieh  thefe  men  in  intention,  and  in  fubftanee  were  guilty. 
They  had  adopted  a pradtice,  Avhich  decided  the  tate  of  their  parliamentary 
conftitution.  In  A’ain  Ihould  they  boaft  of  its  blelTmgs,  and  of  its  three 
eftates,  the  king,  lords,  and  commons;  Avhen  the  king  fold  one  eftate  to  buy 
the  other,  and  fo  contaminated  both.  The  minilfer  had  fent  one  fet  of 
nicn  packing  into  the  peers,  and  another  into  the  commons  ; tlic  firft  he 
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called  the  liereditary  council,  the  latter  the  grand  council  of  the  nation,  and 
both,  that  once  great  and  auguft  inftitution,  the  parliament.  Such  a con- 
dition puts  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  not  below  a republic,  but  any  other 
form  of  genuine  and  healthy  government : it  was  not  mixed  monarchy  with 
parts  happily  tempered,  and  fo  forth;  the  cant  of  grave  an^  fuperannuated 
addretfes ; but  a rank,  and  vile,  and  fnnple,  and  abfolute  government ; ren- 
dered fo  by  means,  that  made  every  part  of  it  vicious  and  abominable ; the 
executive  who  devoured  the  Avhole,  and  the  other  two  jjarts,  which  were  thus 
extinguilhed  : of  fuch  a conftitution,  the  component  parts  were  debauched 
by  one  another.  The  monarch  vns  made  to  proltitute  the  prerogative  by  the 
fale  of  honors ; the  lords  by  the  purchafe : and  the  commons  proftituted  their 
nature  by  being  the  offspring  not  of  the  people,  but  of  a traffic  ; and  profti- 
tuted themfelves  again  by  the  fale  of  their  votes  and  perfons. 

He  alloAved  the  Britiffi  conftitution  to  be  the  beft ; and  arraigned  this  mode 
as  the  worft,  becaufe  pra6lically  and  effentially  the  oppofite  of  that  Britiffi 
conftitution.  The  Britiffi  miniller  had  given  an  account  of  the  Engliffi  con- 
ftitution, which  he  Aviffied  to  extend  to  the  Iriffi  conftitution ; “ Arifto- 
cracy,”  fays  he,  “ reflefts  liiftre  on  the  crown,  and  lends  fupport  and  effe6l 
to  democracy  ; while  democracy  gives  vigour  and  energy  to  both ; and 
the  fovereignty  crowns  the  conftitution  Avith  dignity  and  authority. — 
Ariftocracy  is  the  poife,”  fays  he;  “ give  an  infufion  of  nobility,”  The  mi- 
nifter  here  can  anfAver  him  : he  Avho  fold  the  ariftocracy  and  bought  the 
democracy;  he  beft  underftands  in  practice  Avhat  is  this  infufion  of  nobility: 
he  Avffio  has  infufed  poifon  into  this  ariftocratic  and  this  democratic  divifion 
of  power,  and  has  croAvned  the  Avhole  Avith  corruption:  he  Avell  knows  all 
this,  as  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  to  be  the  theatric  reprefentation ; and 
that  the  conftitution  of  the  country  is  exactly  the  reverfe  of  thofe  feenes  and 
farces,  which  are  a6ted  on  the  public  ftages,  of  impofture  and  hypocrify. 

By  this  trade  of  parliament  the  king  Avas  abfolute : his  Avill  Avas  fignified 
by  both  houfes  of  parliament,  Avho  AATie  then  as  much  an  inftrument  in  his 
hand  as  a bayonet  in  the  hands  of  a regiment.  Like  a regiment  they  had 
their  adjutant,  Avffio  fent  to  the  infirmary  for  the  old,  and  to  the  brothel  for 
the  young ; and  men  thus  carted  as  it  Avere  into  that  houfe  to  vote  for  the 
minifter  Avere  called  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Grattan  then  Avith  an  aftonifiiing  power  of  eloquence  travelled  over, 
once  more,  the  Avhole  ground,  Avhich  he  had  taken  each  of  the  three  laft  fef- 
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fions,  but  with  new  point  and  redintegrated  vigor.  The  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer anfwered,  that  he  was  not  furprifed,  that  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man, for  Avant  of  other  matter,  Ihould  recapitulate  the  accumulated  invedtive 
of  many  felTions ; he  Ihould  be  extremely  furprifed,  indeed,  if  this  invedtive, 
fo  often  refuted,  Ihould  make  any  impreflion  upon  the  houfe.  If  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  fuppofed  he  Ihould  follow  him  through  all  that  maze  of 
charges,  of  propolitions,  of  malt  duties,  of  police,  of  India  trade,  and  all  that 
ftrange  incongruous  jumble,  calculated  to  poifon  the  public  mind,  he  would 
requeft  to  be  excufed  : they  had  been  already  refuted,  and  if  they  were 
brought  forward  in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion,  they  would  be  refuted  again. 
When  the  right  honorable  gentleman  imputed  to  government  crimes,  that 
would  difgrace  an  individual,  a government  confcious  of  its  integrit}',  muft 
difregard  the  imputation ; but  Avhen  he  lightly  charged  parliament,  he  low- 
ered parliament  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  did  a pofitive  injury  to  the 
country.  Since  1779,  which  he  hxed  as  the  commencement  of  depravity, 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  had  done  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  kingdom, 
than  all  the  antecedent  parliaments  from  the  days  of  Henry  II.  In  that 
Ipace,  the  country  had  advanced  to  a degree  of  profperity  unhoped  for,  even 
by  the  mofl  fanguine;  yet  that  was  the  very  period  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman thought  fit  to  depreciate,  by  which  he  might  do  an  evil  that  certainly 
he  did  not  intend.* 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1792,  Sir  H.  Langrilhe  rofe,  according  to  no- 
tice, to  bring  forward  fome  refolutions  in  favor  of  the  Catholics  of  that 
kingdom.  He  prefaced  his  motion  by  a warm  and  able,  though  very 

* Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  on  the  fide  of  government;  amongft  the  mofl:  forward  were 
Mr.  Sheridan  and  Sir  Henry  Cavendifli : the  latter  was  very  perfonal  againfl  Mr.  Grattan,  for  the 
violence  and  intemperance  of  his  language,  and  a diforderly  extra  differtation  on  the  meafures  of  the 
lord  lieutenant ; which  brought  up  Mr.  Grattan  in  reply ; who  fpoke  thus  : “ ( 12  P.  D.  p.  23)  It 

feems  the  right  honorable  baronet  is  ignorant  of  the  only  fubjedt  he  is  fuppofed  to  be  acquainted 
” with,  order.  He  talks  of  fcurrilous  language ; his  language  and  epithets  return  on  himfelf : but. 
“ a man’s  language  is  of  little  moment;  it  is  his  condudt  that  is  elfential.  What  fliall  we  fay  of 
“ the  condudt  of  that  man,  who  voted  in  one  feflion  for  a penfion  bill  and  againfl  it  in  the  next ; 
“ of  that  man,  who  voted  for  a place  bill  in  one  feffion  and  voted  againfl  it  in  the  next ; of  that 
“■  man,  who  voted  for  a committee  to  proceed  towards  impeachment  againfl  the  prefent  miniflry 

for  the  felling  peerages,  and  the  very  next  feffions  votes  for  thanks  to  that  very  miniflry  : what 
“ does  he  think  of  fuch  an  apoftate  ? 
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guarded  fpeech.*  It  was  then  ten  years  fince  the  caufe  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics particularly  engaged  the  attention  of  parliament;  lince  they  took 
their  laft  review  of  thofe  laws,  which  the  paffions  and  prejudices,  perhaps  the 
preffure,  of  an  intemperate  feafon  had  entailed  upon  them. 

The  prefent  times  and  circumftances  invited  them  to  refume  that  duty. 
The  good  offices  they  owed  one  to  another;  the  indulgence  due  to  fellow 
fuhjects,  recommended  and  endeared  by  the  unimpeachable  conduft  of  a 
century,  the  confideration  they  owed  to  the  national  profperity,  all  united  in 
calling  their  attention  to  the  revifion  of  that  fuhjedt,  at  a time  when  the 
public  mind  Aras  becoming  more  enlightened,  and  prejudices  and  jealoufy 
were  every  day  yielding  to  confidence  and  affection.  With  fatisfa6tion 
he  confulered,  amongft  the  few  honors  of  his  humble  life,  that  of  being  almoft 
the  firft  member  of  the  Irilh  parliament,  who  ventured  to  Rate  the  imprudence 
and  immorality  of  the  Popery  laAvs,  as  a fyftem  of  jurifprudence  fubverfive  of 
integrity,  and  as  a fcheme  of  government,  Avhich,  whilft  by  its  feverity  it 
alienated  the  body  of  the  people,  by  its  impolicy  forbid  them  to  veil  in  the 
Rate  any  hoRage  for  their  fidelity. 

The  agitation  of  truth  muR  ever  make  an  impreffion.  Succeeding  times 
became  more  enlightened,  and  religious  animofity  gave  Avay  to  moral  juRice 
and  political  Arifdom. 

In  the  year  1774,  the  legiflature  RrR  gratified  the  Roman  Catholics  with 
an  opportunity  of  teftifying  their  allegiance,  by  framing  an  oath  for  them, 
competent  to  that  tcR,  without  involving  any  article  of  religious  faith,  or 
fpeculative  opinion. 

Four  years  afteinvards  (in  1778)  the  legiflature,  Avifely  confiding  in  their 
oaths,  rewarded  their  loyalty  by  fome  fubftantial  conceffion. 

The  act  in  their  favor  then  paffed,  truly  recites  in  the  preamble,  “ that 
“ from  their  uniform  peaceable  behaviour  for  a long  feries  of  years,  it  ap- 
“ pears  reafonable  and  expedient  to  relax  feveral  of  their  incapacities  and 
“ difabilities.” 

Accordingly  it  alloAved  them  “ to  take  leafes  of  land  for  nine  hundred 

It  is  an  irrefragable  proof  of  the  falfity  of  Lord  Clare’s  pofition,  that  the  queftion  was  left  in 
tlie  hands  of  every  individual,  who  chofe  to  take  pofleffion  of  it,  as  an  engine  of  popularity  or  power. 
Sir  Hercules  faid,  he  had  communicated  with  as  many  members  of  parliament  as  he  could  (confe- 
quently  with  his  OAvn  friends),  and  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  feconded  the  motion. 
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“ and  ninety-nine  years,  and  at  any  rent;  to  enjoy  all  fnch  eftates  that 
“ fliould  be  left  or  transferred  to  them,  and  to  difpofe  of  the- fame  by  will  or 
“ otherwife ; and  that  they  llioiild  be  devifeable  and  transferable,  as  in  the 
“ cafe  of  other  people.” 

The  abominable  ufurpation  of  the  child  againlt  the  father  was  abolillied; 
and  to  thefe  conceffions,  the  conditions  annexed  were  : taking  the  oath  of 
1774;  and  that  the  law  fliould  not  extend  to  converts  relapfmg,  or  to  Pro- 
teftants  becoming  Papifts,  or  educating  their  children  in  the  Popilh  religion. 
The  legiflature  naturally  confidering,  that  fome  fufpicion  attached  on  fre- 
quent verfatility  of  faith,  and  on  thofe  who  profelfed  a religion  themfelves, 
which  they  would  not  tranfmit  to  their  pofterity. 

Four  years  after  that  (in  1782)  the  fpirit  of  toleration  further  extended  it- 
felf,  and  found  policy  gained  a further  afcendancy  in  favor  of  the  Roman 
Catholics.  That  fyftem  of  fcverity,  which  a few  years  before  was  thought 
prudence,  began  to  look  fomething  like  injiiftice;  and  what  prejudice  had' 
adopted  as  prefervation,  moderation  began  to  view  as  little  fliort  of  op- 
prelfion. 

In  1782,  the  capacity  of  acquiring  land  by  purchafe  (which  in  1778  was 
granted  under  a fi6tion)  was  given  dire6t  and  entire. 

“ The  acquifition  by  purchafe,  grant,  limitation,  defcent,  or  devife,  by 
“ will  or  othervdfe  defcendable,  as  the  lands  of  Proteftants,”  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Roman  Catholics  : fome  of  their  difabilities,  as  to  education, 
were  removed : the  fevere  law  was  repealed,  that  compelled  the  Papifts  to 
declare  on  oath  when,  and  where,  and  by  whom  they  heard  mafs  celebrated: 
the  unequal  attachment  of  their  properties  to  make  reprifals  for  common  rob- 
beries, was  difcontinued  : their  horfes  were  no  more  to  l>e  expofed  as  public 
plunder ; and  the  prepofterous,  but  ofl'cnfive  prohibition,  whereby  perfons 
profeffmg  the  Popifli  religion  were  forbidden  to  refide  in  certain  cities,  was 
repealed  : they  were  allowed  the  full  rights  of  property  ; the  free  exercife  of 
religion  ; and  to  appoint  guardians  to  their  own  children. 

Thefe  were  great  efforts  of  liberality,  in  oppofition  to  old  opinions,  and  the 
ufual  acrimony  of  religious  diflention,  and  a fignal  triumph  over  rooted  pre- 
judices. It  difclofed  fuch  a growing  confidence,  fuch  an  amicable  fympa- 
thy,  fuch  a relenting  of  heart,  in  the  predominate  powers  of  the  ftate  towards 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  country,  as  ought  to  conciliate  their  affedion, 
engage  their  gratitude,  and  confirm  their  attachment  to  the  ftate.  And  in 
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faft,  fuch  conduct  of  the  legiilature  (he  fpoke  with  confidence  and  affurance, 
from  the  authority  of  experience)  had  produced  thofe  effects. 

If  he  were  not  of  tliat  opinion,  he  would  not  hand  as  their  advocate  for 
anotlier  conceition.  For  as  the  ftate  is  paramount,  and  all  men  who  live  un- 
der its  protection,  live  under  its  controul,  and  are  amenable  to  its  fuperiority, 
if  they  approach  the  legiflature,  they  muft  approach  it  by  the  avenues  the 
conftitution  has  marked  out ; if  they  apply  to  parliament,  it  mult  be  by  pe- 
tition, not  reprefen tation  or  remonftrance;  if  they  would  have  benefits,  they 
mult  folicit  them  as  favors,  and  accept  them  as  concelfions.  That  was  not 
only  the  conftitution  of  Ireland,  but  the  conftitution  of  every  fettled  govern- 
ment in  the  known  world. 

As  to  the  natural  rights  of  man  (of  which  they  had  lately  heard  fo  much) 
they  did  not  belong  to  political  fociety ; they  belonged  to  that  Itate  of  na- 
ture, which  had  been  fo  accurately  deferibed  by  IMr.  Hobbs,  and  fo  ardently 
recommended  by  Mr.  Paine ; a ftate  where,  indeed,  the  race  was  to  the  Lvift, 
and  the  battle  to  the  firong;  where  poffeffion  was  property,  and  ftrength  was 
right ; a ftate  fuperior  to  the  conditions  of  fociety,  the  reftriftions  of  cove- 
nant, or  the  bondage  of  laAv. 

Therefore  he  freely  confefled,  that  notwithftanding  his  prepofleffions  in 
favor  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  he  was  yet  for  fome  time  checked  in  his  ardor, 
and  interrupted  in  the  progrefs  of  his  fervices  to  them,  by  reading  lately  a 
multitude  of  publications  and  paragraphs  in  the  newfpapers,  and  other  prints 
circulated  gratis,  and  communicated  to  every  body,  with  eveiy  degree  of 
induftry,  purporting  to  convey  the  fentiments  of  the  Catholic  body  of 
Ireland. 

If  thefe  M^ere  their  fentiments,  they  were  fuch  as  could  not  recommend 
them  to  the  further  favor  of  the  ftate ; they  were  fuch  as  muft  alienate  their 
old,  and  could  not  get  them  new  friends,  if  they  woukl  chufe  their  friends 
from  amongft  thofe,  who  rvere  friends  to  the  conftitution.  What  was  the  im- 
port? They  w^ere  exhortations  to  the  people  never  to  be  fatisfied  at  any  con- 
ceftion,  until  the  ftate  itfelf  was  conceded;  not  only  that,  but  until  a new 
conftitution  ftrould,  be  made  for  their  prefent  accommodation,  and  future 
entertainment;  they  were  precautions  againft  public  tranquillity  ; they  were 
invitations  to  diforder,  and  covenants  to  difeontent;  they  were  oftentations 
of  ftrength,  rather  than  folicitations  for  favors;  rather  appeals  to  the  powers 
of  the  people,  than  applications  to  the  authority  of  the  ftate ; they  involved 
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the  relief  of  the  Catholic,  with  the  revolution  of  the  government,  and  were 
dilfertations  for  democracy,  rather  than  arguments  for  toleration;  they 
feemed  the  projeds  of  fome  bold  theorifts,  whofe  principles  were  to  divide 
man  from  man,  and  whofe  politics  were  to  feparate  Great  Britain  from  Ire- 
land ; they  feemed  to  be  the  etfufions  of  fome  rafli  philofopher,  ignorant  of 
our  fyftem,  who  would  fet  loofe  and  adrift  the  little  planet  we  inhabit,  and 
commit  it  to  the  A ortex  of  a vain  and  exploded  philofophy  ; to  range  the 
univerfe  without  attraction,  connexion,  or  relation  to  any  greater  or  other 
body. 

If  the  Roman  Catholics  embraced  thofe  fentiments,  the  Rate  could  not 
embrace  them : if  they  were  milled  by  rath  counfels  to  engage  in  confedera- 
cies of  perpetual  requifition ; if  they  were  not  to  be  fatisfied  at  any  concethon, 
whiltt  any  thing  remained  to  be  conceded,  in  that  cafe  common  fenfe  mutt 
fuggeft,  that  they  Ihould  not  by  any  new  conceflion  unite  more  power  with 
their  difcontent. 

He  had  the  happinefs  to  affert  from  authority,  what  he  had  long  learned 
from  experience : “ That  not  a fentiment  of  that  tendency  was  entertained 
“ by  the  Catholic  body;  none  fuch  belonged  to  them;  they  renounced 
“ them;  they  utterly  difclaimed  them.”  There  was  not  a clafs  of  his  ma- 
jetly’s  fubjedts  more  attached  than  they  were  to  the  monarchy  and  hereditary 
fucceflion,  more  obedient  to  the  laws,  or  more  devoted  to  the  king  and  con- 
ftitution,  as  by  law  eftablilhed. 

Thefe  principles  they  had  teftified  by  their  condudt  at  all  times ; at  times 
very  different  from  the  prefent,  vdien  the  laws  were  lefs  indulgent,  when 
they  had  fewer  j)ledges  to  bind  them  to  their  country  ; when  property  and 
the  titles  of  land  were  not  irrevocably  fixed;  at  times  when  hoftile  fleets 
and  armies  were  on  their  coaft,  and  when  even  the  king  on  the  throne,  by 
fome  may  not  have  been  fuppofed  to  ftand  as  he  did  without  a rival  in  their 
affedtions. 

They  then  came  forward  by  folemn  declaration  to  re-aflert  thofe  principles 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne ; to  vindicate  them  from  all  poffible  mifconception 
or  mifreprefentation ; they  approached  by  the  ways  of  the  conftitution,  with- 
out allerting  a claim  of  their  own,  or  prefuming  to  didtate  to  the  authority  of 
parliament.  “ They  defired  a further  repeal  of  the  laws  aft'edting  them;  they 
“ expreffed  gratitude  for  paft  favors,  confiding  in  their  liberality  and  benevo- 
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“ lencc,  that  future  favors  would  be  as  extenfive  as  the  general  MTlfare  of 
“ tlie  Rate  flioukl  admit.” 

"With  fuch  a teftimony,  he  addreifed  them  in  favor  of  the  Roman  Catholics ; 
with  a declaration  of  that  import  in  his  hand,  fubfcribed  by  an  hoft,  as  to 
national  authority ; perfons  of  high  diftin6lion,  ancient  family,  great  cha- 
ra6ler,  enlightened  education,  ample  fortune,  and  extenfive  influence  in  the 
country ; men  of  general  intercourfe  and  knowledge,  political,  profeflional, 
mercantile ; men  too,  ivho  themfelves  and  their  anceftors,  had  made  ample 
facrifices  to  a fandimonious  obfervance  of  their  vom^s.  Without  affe6lino- 
or  entertaining  any  difrefpeft  for  any  other  orders  or  clafles  of  the  peojile,  it 
feemed  from  fuch  perfons  that  national  opinion  and  profeflional  principles 
were  beft  collefted ; not  from  a few  deluded  people  in  the  fouth ; not  from  a 
few  dilfatisfied  people  in  the  north  ; nor  yet  from  any  ftrange  and  incongru- 
ous connection  that  might  be  fabricated  between  both  : nay,  if  by  fome  won- 
derful rotation  thefe  two  extremities  fliould  ever  happen  to  meet ; if  by  fome 
monftrous  convulfion,  the  two  poles,  far  as  they  were  afunder,  fliould  be 
brought  into  conjunction,  they  would  not  have  force  to  difturb  the  happy 
and  temperate  regions  placed  between,  where  the  people  enjoyed  equal  days 
and  indulgent  heavens. 

It  was  under  fuch  a conviction  that  he  addreifed  them  with  confidence  for 
a further  repeal  of  the  laAvs  alfeCting  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  that  extent 
which  their  wifdom  and  liberality  fliould  lead  them  to  think  expedient. 
What  that  extent  fliould  be,  was  to  him  the  only  queftion  that  could  divide 
the  opinion  of  parliament  on  that  fubjeCt. 

As  forhimfelf,  balanced  between  confidence  in  the  Catholics,  and  devotion 
to  ancient  eftablifliments,  he  had  not  found  it  eafy  to  accommodate  between 
the  two  contending  propenfities. 

ift.  He  wmuld  give  them  the  praClice  and  profeffion  of  the  law,  as  a 
reafonable  provifion,  and  application  of  their  talents  to  their  own  country. 

2dly.  He  w^ould  reftore  to  them  education,  entire  and  unreftrained,  becaufe 
a ftate  of  ignorance  was  a ftate  of  barbarity.  That  would  be  accompliflied  by 
taking  off  the  neceflity  for  a licence  as  enjoined  by  the  aCl  of  1782. 

3dly.  He  would  draw  clofer  the  bonds  of  intercourfe  and  afifeClion,  by 
allowing  intermarriage,  repealing  that  cruel  ftatute  that  ferved  to  betray  fe- 
male credulity,  and  ba(ftardize  the  children  of  a virtuous  mother. 
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4tlily.  He  would  remove  tliofe  obftruftions  to  arts  and  manufa6turcs,  that 
limited  the  number  of  apprentices,  which  were  fo  necelfary  to  aflift  and  pro- 
mote trade.  He  then  moved,  “ That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill  for  re- 
“ moving  certain  reftraints  and  difabilities  under  which  his  maje{t}^’s  Roman 
Catholic  fubjects  labour,  from  ftatutesat  prefent  in  force,” 

The  Right  Honorable  ^Ir.  Hobart  feconded  the  motion,  vvithout  making 
any  obfervation. 

]\lr.  Cuffe  (now  Lord  Tyrawley),  thought  that  gentlemen  would  do  well  to 
Rate  their  opinion  of  the  condiuR  of  the  Catholics.  Thofe,  headed  by  a no- 
bleman, who  was  diftinguilhed  for  his  liberality  and  extended  property,  who 
had  figned  the  declaration  alluded  to, by  the  right  honorable  baronet,  deferved 
every  kindnefs  in  the  power  of  the  legiflature  to  beftow^  They  w'ere  good 
citizens,  loyal  fubjefts.  They  had  told  them  they  would  be  grateful  for  any 
indulgence;  and  that  they  would  not  pretend  to  point  out  the  extent  of  the 
relief,  which,  in  their  Avifdom,  they  might  think  proper  to  beftow\  Surely,  in 
thofe  circumftances,  they  could  not  refufe  them  fome  indulgence.  But  there 
were  Roman  Catholics  who  had  condudted  themfelves  in  a very  different  man- 
ner; they  had  eftabli  died  a court  of  delegates  in  the  capital;  and  they  had 
appointed  local  committees  in  the  feveral  counties  : they  had  entered  into 
alfociations  with  the  difeontented  and  the  turbulent  of  all  relio-ions.  And 

O 

relying,  upon  their  power,  they  prefumed  to  dictate  to  the  legiflature  w'hat 
they  would  have.  That  fyftem  feemed  to  have  been  adopted  in  order  to  ter- 
rify parliament. 

' Several  gentlemen  fpoke  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion  ; w’hen  at  laft 
iMr.  Hobart  laid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  debate  the  queftion.  He  fliould 
not  have  rifen,  were  it  not  for  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Cuffe.  He  therefore  de- 
clared, that  if  any  attack  fliould  be  made  on  the  eftablifliments  in  church  and 
Rate,  it  Avas  the  fixed  determination  of  government  to  fupport  them;  and  anv 
attempt  of  that  nature,  either  by  force  or  intimidation,  Avould  be  found  to 
meet  the  decided  oppofition  of  the  government  of  both  countries. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  a committee  appointed  to 
prepare  the  fame,  without  a diffenting  voiee. 

No  fooner  had  this  leave  been  given,  than  jMr.  O'Hara  fuddenly  rofe,  and 
Riid  : he  agreed  wdth  moR  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  expreffed  their  fenti- 
ments  refpecting  the  giving  fome  further  relief  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
very  heartily  concurred  with  the  houfe  in  the  leave  e,-ivento  brinerin  a bill  for 
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that  purpofe.  But  that  in  order  to  have  the  fubjedt  fully  before  the  houfe,  it 
might  be  willied  that  the  houfe  knew  exadlly  the  particulars  in  which  the 
Roman  Catholics  defired  relief;  firfl,  becaufe  parliament  might  otherwife 
unintentionally  omit  matter,  ■which  might  appear  effentially  neceffary  to  the 
Catholics,  however  unimportant  it  might  appear  to  parliament,  and  fo  fail  of 
giving  fatisfadtion ; but  more  particularly  becaufe,  if  the  relief  defired  by  the 
Roman  Catholics  were  afcertained,  the  houfe  might  then  draw  the  line  defi- 
nitively, and  fay,  “ we  will  meet  your  wifiies  thus  far,  but  never  can  go 
“ further.” 

He  faid,  he  had  thought  in  the  year  1782,  that  every  thing  was  then  done, 
which  was  neceffary  to  relieve  the  confcience,  or  effential  to  the  happinefs  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  ; and  he  was  fure  fuch  was  the  intention  of  parliament; 
but  the  houfe  then  proceeded  without  knowing  from  the  Roman  Catholics 
what  the  particulars  were,  in  which  they  defired  relief.  By  w'hich  means  the 
greater  opening  was  left  to  defire  further  relief  in  the  prefent  infiance.  But  if 
they  then  were  in  pofleflion  of  a fiatement  of  their  wifiies  made  by  themfeRes, 
they  might  eafily  draw  the  line  by  the  new  adt  of  parliament  fo  firongly,  as 
to  preclude  any  expedlation  of  change,  atleafi,  for  many  years  to  come. 

Thofe  confiderations  (he  faid),  had  been  firong  inducements  with  him  to 
lifien  to  the  defire  of  a very  particular  friend  of  his,  to  lay  fuch  a fiatement 
before  the  houfe.  A friend  who  was  not  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion ; 
but  one  to  whom  he  would  not  willingly  refufe  any  thing  he  could  afk,  had 
defired  him  to  prefent  fuch  a fiatement  as  a perfonal  favor.  Though  he  did 
not  know  the  petitioners,,  he  knevv^  the  integrity  of  his  friend,  vrho  told  him 
they  were  altogether  worth  upwards  of  a million,  which  he  mentioned  to  fiiew 
that  they  were  confiderable  individuals,  whofe  fentiments  might  be  fuppofed 
to  coincide  w^ith  the  greater  part  at  leafi  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 

Howev’er,  though  he  prefented  the  petition,  he  requefied  not  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  its  particular  patron  ; for  he  had  agreed  to  prefent  it  upon  the  terms 
only  of  referving  to  himfelf  the  full  liberty  of  difeuffmg  every  part  of  it,  and 
condemning  or  approving  as  he  might  think  proper.  If  there  were  any  thing 
exceptionable  in  the  petition,  it  vv^as  not  his  ; if  more  ivere  defired  by  it  than 
were  reafonable  or  confident  with  the  efiablifimients  in  church  or  date,  he 
would  decidedly  vote  againfi  fuch  parts. 

Under  thefe  circumfiances,  he  ventured  to  offer  the  petition  to  the  houfe; 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  to  petition  parliament  was  a matter  of  right  in  the  fub- 
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jecl ; fo  much  fo,  that  a member  could  hardly  refufe  to  prefent  a petition  if 
required  by  no  improper  defcription  of  men;  but  more  particularly,  becaufe 
the  petition  brought  information  before  the  houfe,  whieh  might  be  ufeful  in 
framing  the  bill ; that  the  petitioners,  after  Rating  the  particulars,  in  which 
they  hoped  for  relief,  promifed  to  acquiefce  in  whatever  relief  parliament 
might  think  proper  to  give  them.* 

The  Solicitor  General  faid  the  petition,  in  its  prefent  Rate  of  abandonment, 
could  be  no  obje6t  of  notice:  he  therefore  moved  the  queftion  of  ad- 
journment. Mr.  D.  Brown  was  for  receiving  the  petition.  However,  Mr. 
O’Hara  withdrew  the  petition  for  the  prefent,  becaufe  he  could  not  fay  he  had 
feen  the  petitioners  fign  it : but  that  he  fliould  prefent  it  another  day  ; and 
that  he  thought  the  houfe  ought  to  be  glad  to  know  what  relief  was  prayed, 
in  order  that  it  might  give  fatisfaction  fo  far  as  was  confiRent  with  their  civil 
and  religious  eftablidiments. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  he  Riould  be  very  forry  that  any  man  fliould  depart 
poflelfed  with  an  idea  that  the  houfe  had  refufed  to  receive  the  Catholic  peti- 
tion, or  committed  an  adlfo  atrocious  and  unconftitutional ; but  an  informa- 
lity attending  the  manner  of  prefenting  it  had  induced  the  member  himfelf  to 
poRpone  the  bufmefs  to  another  day.  He  concurred  with  the  mover  of  the 
bill  in  every  thing  he  had  faid  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  body  ; it  was  therefore, 
that  he  could  not  agree  v ith  other  gentlemen,  who  talked  of  their  evil  incli- 
nations and  feditious  publications.  He  knew  of  none  Rich  that  could  be 
charged  to  the  Roman  Catholics;  nor  could  he  fee  how  gentlemen  could 
aflent  to  a bill  which  fuppofed  the  merits  of  Catholics,  and  infinuations  that 
befpoke  the  contrary  : what  you  give  (faid  he)  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  give 
it  liberally:  what  you  refufe,  refufe  decently:  whatever  you  do,  do  it  with 
difcretion  : whatever  you  fay,  let  it  be  the  language  of  decency  and  good 
manners. 

Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  held  it  to  be  the  undoubted  right  of  the  conRituent  to 

* Whilft  Mr.  Sheridan  was  obferving  that  it  was  a very  odd  way  of  introducing  a petition,  to 
Itate  that  it  came  not  from  any  particular  body  of  men,  but  from  an  intimate  acquaintance,  Mr. 
Burke,  the  gentleman  alluded  to  by  Mr.  O’Hara,  having  incautioufly  ventured  into  the  body  of 
the  houfe  behind  the  fpeaker's  chair,  to  fpeak  with  Mr.  O'Hara,  there  arofe  a general  crj’  of  “ into 
" cuftody !”  He  however  withdrew  time  enough  to  avoid  it. 
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petition  parliament  in  a legal  aird  refpecifiil  manner,  but  only  In  that  man- 
ner; on  that  fubje6t  he  was  remarkably  attentive  to  rule  and  form,  and  ob- 
jc6ted  on  that  account  to  the  reception  of  the  petition,  as  it  contravened  every 
one  of  the  eftablidied  forms. 

The  4th  of  February,  ] 792,  was  a day  of  importance  to  the  Catholic  caufe : 
the  general  committee  anxious  to  act  in  full  concert  with  Sir  Hercules  Lan- 
gridie,'  as  he  was  well  known  to  a6l  with  the  privity  and  approbation  of  go- 
vernment, had  a fpecial  meeting,  at  which  they  entered  into  fome'*'  unani- 
mous 

“ Dublin,  February  Ath,  I792. 

* General  Committee  of  Roman  Catholics. 

“ Edward  Byrne,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

''  Rcfohed,  That  this  committee  has  been  informed,  that  reports  have  been  circulated,  that 
the  application  of  the  Catholics  for  relief,  extends  to  unlimited  and  total  emancipation  j and 
that  attempts  have  been  made,  wickedly  and  falfely,  to  inftil  into  the  minds  of  the  Proteftants 
''  of  this  kingdom  an  opinion,  that  our  applications  were  preferred  in  a tone  of  menace. 

Rcfolvcd,  That  feveral  Proteftant  gentlemen  have  exprefled  great  fatisfadtion  on  being  indivi- 
“ dually  informed  of  the  real  extent  and  refpedful  manner  of  the  applications  for  relief,  have 
“ aflured  us,  that  nothing  could  have  excited  jealoufy,  or  apparent  oppofition  to  us,  from  our 
“ Proteftant  countrymen,  but  the  above-mentioned  mifapprehenfions. 

“ Refolved,  That  we  therefore  deem  it  neceflary  to  declare,  that  the  whole  of  our  late  applica- 
“ tions,  whether  to  his  majefty’s  minifters,  to  men  in  power,  or  to  private  members  of  thelegifta- 
ture  : as  well  as  our  intended  petition,  neither  did,  nor  docs  contain  any  thing,  or  extend  fur- 
“ ther,  either  in  fubftance  or  in  principle,  than  the  four  following  objedls. 

“ 1 ft.  Admlftion  to  the  profeftion  and  pradtice  of  the  law. 

2d.  Capacity  to  ferve  in  county  magiftracies. 

“ 3d.  A right  to  be  fummoned,  and  to  ferve  on  grand  and  petty  juries. 

4th.  The  right  of  voting  in  counties  only  for  Proteftant  members  of  parliament;  in  fuch  a 
manner,  however,  as  that  a Roman  Catholic  freeholder  fliould  not  vote,  unlefs  he  either  rented, 
and  eultivated  a farm  of  twenty  pounds  per  annum,  in  addition  to  his  forty  fiiillings  freehold  ; 
“ or  elfe  poflelfed  a freehold  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pounds  a year.  ■* 

“ Rrfolved,  That  in  our  opinion,  thefe  applications,  not  extending  to  any  other  objcdts  than  the 
above,  are  moderate,  and  abfolutely  neceflary  for  our  general  alleviation,  and  more  particularly 
“ for  the  protedtion  of  the  Catholic  farmers  and  the  peafantry  of  Ireland ; and  that  they  do  not  in 
any  degree,  endanger  either  church  or  ftate,  or  endanger  the  fecurity  of  the  Proteftant  intereft. 

“ Re/blved,  That  we  never  had  an  idea  or  thought  fo  extravagant,  as  that  of  menacing  or  inti- 
midating  our  Proteftant  brethren,  much  lefs  the  legiflature  ; and  that  we  difclaim  the  violent 
and  turbulent  intentions  imputed  to  us  in  fome  of  the  public  prints,  and  circulated  in  private 
“ converfation. 

Rfjolved,  That  we  refer  to  the  known  difpolition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  to 
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mou3  refolutioiis,  calculated  to  counteract  the  effedts  of  themifreprcfentations 
and  calumnies  of  their  enemies. 

On  the  fame  day,  Sir  Hercules  Langriflie,*  in  a fliort  fpeech,  intro- 
duced his  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics  : it  was  read  for  the  firft 
time.  Sir  Hercules  faid,  it  was  a matter  of  fo  much  importance,  that  left 
its  objedts  flmuld  be  mifconceived,  he  thought  it  necelfary  that  it  fliould  be 
printed,  and  that  a fufficient  time  fliould  be  given  to  have  it  fully  under- 
ftood;  he  truhed,  when  underftood,  it  would  be  approved  of  by  every  man  in 
the  nation.  Sir  Hercules  then  moved,  that  the  bill  ihould  be  read  on  that 
day  fe’nnight.  Mr.  Staples  obje6ted  to  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time,  and  called 
upon  the  fecretary,  who  had  feconded  the  motion  for  the  bill,  to  inform  the 
houfe,  whether  the  conceffions,  which  the  bill  contained,  were  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  the  Catholics;  or  whether  thefe  conceffions  were  all  that  he  intended 
to  grant  them.  He  wiffied  to  know  the  ne  plus  ultra.. 

Hon.  Denis  Brown  faid,  the  righthonorable  gentleman  would  find  it  difficult 
to  anfwer  for  the  future  expe61ations  of  three  millions  of  people.  The  Catho- 
lics offered,  as  a fecurity  for  their  attachment  to  the  conftitution,  the  approved 
loyalty  of  long  and  difturbed  times.  He  knew  it  would,  be  impoffible  at  any 
time  to  combat  bigotry,  prejudice,  and  love  of  power,  by  argument ; but  that 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  any  exertion  of  human  ingenuity  or  fophiftr}',  to 
fupport  the  abfurd  principle  of  keeping  a numerous  and  deferving  defcription 
of  our  fellow-fubjefts,  in  the  degraded  fituation  they  then  ftood. 

Sir  Hercules  Langrilhe  faid,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  him  to  an- 
fwer the  gentleman,  had  not  the  declaration  of  an  hoft  of  Roman  Catholics 
already  anfwered  him  in  the  public  papers.  That  ‘‘  grateful  for  what  had 
“ already  been  granted,  they  would  with  joy  and  humility  receive  whatever 
“ the  wifdom  and  liberality  of  parliament  thought  proper  to  beftow,”  As  to 
the  obfcure  and  contemptible  perfons,  whofe  names  filled  the  columns  of  newf- 
' papers,  declaring  a contrary  fentiment,  he  had  no  regard  to  them,  while  his 

''  our  dutiful  behaviour,  during  a long  feries  of  years,  and  particularly  to  the  whole  tenor  of  our 
late  proceedings  for  the  full  refutation  of  every  charge  of  fedition  and  difloyalty. 

“ Refolted,  That  for  the  more  ample  and  detailed  expofure  of  all  the  evil  reports  and  calumnies 
**  circulated  againft  us,  an  addrefs  to  our  Proteflant  fellow-fubjedls,  and  to  the  public  in  general, 
be  printed  by  the  order,  and  in  the  name  of  the  general  committee. 

“ Signed  by  order, 

” Richard  M'Cormick,  Secretary.” 

* 12  Pari.  Debates,  p.  53. 
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opinion  Avas  fupported  by  the  wife,  the  good,  and  the  refpe6lable.  Hereupon 
I\Ir,  Secretary  Hobart  obferved,  he  would  not  have  the  prefumption  to  anfwer 
for  fo  great  a body  as  the  Roman  Catholics;  their  good  condu6l  for  a feries 
of  years  ])aft,  Avas  at  once  the  belt  proof  of  their  Avillies  and  their  deferts. 
As  to  the  queltion,  Avhether  this  AA^re  to  be  the  ne  plus  iilira,  he  Avould  only 
fay,  that  the  houfe  AA^ould  never  find  him  difpofed  to  take  any  part  Avithout 
their  full  concurrence.  The  bill  aa  us  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time  on  that  day  fe’nnight. 

On  the  8th  of  the  month,  ]\Ir.  John  O’Neil  prefented  a petition,  Avhich  he 
faid  had  been  put  into  his  hands  by  a ATiy  refpe6table  body  of  men  at  Belfaft ; 
it  AA'as  figned  by  more  than  fix  hundred,  many  ofAvhomhe  kncAA- perfonally  to 
be  perfons  of  great  reputation  ; the  object  of  the  petition  Av^as,  that  the  legilla- 
ture  Avould  pleafe  to  repeal  all  penal  and  reftridiA^e  laAvs  againfl;  Catholics,  and 
put  them  on  the  fame  footing  Avith  their  Proteftant  felloAA^  fubjedts. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendilli  requefted  the  right  honorable  gentleman  to  read  the 
petition  throughout.  He  trufted  it  Avas  not  in  any  Arife  fimilar  to  a petition 
brought  into  the  houfe  a fsAS^  nights  ago  (by  IMr,  O’Hara),  if  it  AATi  e,  he  Avas 
fure  it  mud  be  unknoAvn  to  the  right  honorable  gentleman  Avho  moved  for  its 
being  receiv^ed;  as  the  right  honorable  gentleman  A'alued  too  highly  his  oAvn 
dignity,  and  the  dignity  of  parliament  to  prefent  fuch  a petition. 

]\Ir.  O’Neil  read  the  petition  throughout;  it  began  Avith  lamenting  the  de- 
graded ftate  of  the  Catholics,  and  requefted  that  they  might  have  redrefs  as 
above  dated. 

The  Hon.  Denis  BroAvne  feconded  the  motion  for  receiving  the  petition. 

Sir  Hercules  Langrillie  very  ftrongly  and  at  large  exprelfed  his  aftonifiiment 
at  the  novelty  and  figularity  of  the  union  of  the  Diflenters  Avith  the  Catholics, 
He  Avould  not  objedl  againft  the  reception  of  a petition  from  fo  refpedtable  a 
member  of  that  houfe : but  he  had  feen  fome  treafonable  produdtions  from 
gentlemen  of  that  tOAvn.  Sir  Boyle  Roche  bitterly  inveighed  againft  the 
Diflenters,  and  adtually  oppofed  his  Angle  negative  againft  the  reception  of 
the  petition.* 

The  1 Ith  of  February  Avas  the  day,  to  Avhich  the  Catholic  bill  flood  com- 
mitted: but  before  the  order  of  thedayAvas  called  on,  IMr.  StCArart,  (of  Tyrone) 
after  an  able  and  appropriate  fpeech,  moved  that  an  humble  addrcfs 


12  Pari.  Debates,  p.  85. 
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lliould  be  prefentcd  to  his  majcfty,  befeeching  his  majefty  to  take  into  his 
“ confideration  the  fituation  of  the  Prefbyterian  minifters  of  the  province  of 
“ Uifter,  and  to  make  fuch  further  provifion  for  them,  as  in  his  wifdom  and 
“ bounty  he  fliall  think  fit;  and  that  this  houfe  \yill  make  good  the  fame.” 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  feconded  the  motion. 

Sir  Edward  Newenham  exprefled  his  Avarm  regard  for,  and  bore  tefrimony 
to  the  loyalty  and  virtues  of  the  Proteftant  Difi’enters  ; that  they  had  always 
beeiifteady  friends  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover  : that  as  parliament  was  going  to 
grant  favors  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  they  could  not  refufe  juftice  to  the 
Prefbyterian  clergy:  their  principles  and  condu6t  merited  every  favor  from 
a Proteftant  government ; and  he  rofe  to  give  his  moft  hearty  concurrence  to 
the  meafure.  There  certainly  were  no  fubjefts  more  loyal  or  more  dutiful 
than  thofe,  in  whofe  favor  the  honorable  gentleman  had  fpoken,  and  he  there- 
fore mofl;  heartily  coincided  in  his  intention. 

The  great  body  of  the  Catholics  was  little  fatisfied  with  the  conceffions 
contained  in  the  bill  of  Sir  H.  Langriflie:  whether  the  form  of  it  lately  cir- 
culated were  or  were  not  according  to  the  original  ideas  of  the  framer  of  it, 
was  not  fo  certain,  as  the  conviction  of  moft  of  the  Catholics,  who  took  an 
active  lliare  in  the  bufinefs,  that  this  hill  had  been  fubftituted  for  another, 
which  probaby  would  have  been  obtained,  but  for  the  arts  of  fome  de- 
figning  and  the  credulity  of  fome  honeft  men.  ^^’hiIft  however  the  bill  was 
in  progrefs  through  the  houfe,  the  great  body  of  the  Catholics  acting  through 
their  committee,  prepared  a petition  to  parliament  immediately  calculated  to 
meet  the  obje6tions  made  againft  their  proceeding,  on  a principle  of  indecent 
menace  and  intimidation,  and  wiflung  to  abett  their  caufc  by  reafoning  and 
condudt  of  a moft  unconftitutional  tendency.  Accordingly  on  the  * 18th  of 
February,  Mr.  Egan  prefented  a petition  figned  by  fifty  of  the  moft  refpectable 
( 'atliolic  commercial  charadiers  in  Dublin,  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their 

* On  the  fame  day  Mr.  John  O’Neil  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a petition,  which  he  received  by 
the  poft  of  that  morning,  and  was  inftru6tcd  to  piefent  to  the  houfe  it  was  figned  by  the  names  of 
350  Proteftant  inhabitants,  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  four  lower  baronies  of  the 
county  of  Antrim  ; and  would,  he  was  allured,  have  been  figned  by  a ihoufand,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  fhortnefs  of  time,  fince  they  underftood  the  Roman  Catholic  bill  was  to  have  been  debated  on 
that  day. 

In  the  petition  they  ftated,they  would  feel  themfelves  happy,  that  the  RomanCatholicsftiould  receive 
every  liberal  immunity  confiftent  w'ith  the  fpirit  of  our  glorious  conftitution,  and  with  the  fafety  and 
intereft  of  the  proteftant  religion.  The  petition  was  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  table. 
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brethren  tlnoughout  the  kingdom.*  In  prefenting  the  petition  he  confidered 
himlelf  merely  complying  with  his  duty.  He  did  not  confider  himfelf  bounden 
to  fupport  its  principle,  nor  to  give  any  particular  vote  on  the  fubjedt,  which 
was  to  come  forward  that  night,  confidering  it  criminal  to  come  predeter- 
mined on  a queilion  of  fo  much  import.  He  then  read  the  petition  and  the 
names  of  thofe  who  had  figned  it  (which  were  thofe  of  the  Catholic  com- 
mittee) and  he  trufted  the  houfe  would  receive  the  petition  and  decide  upon 
it  Avith  liberality.  After  fome  haifli  obfervations  of  IMr.  Ogle,  and  refented 
by  ]\Ir.  BroAvne,  the  petition  Av^as  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  houfe  refolving  itfelf  into  a committee  on  the  Catholic 
bill  the  general  queftion  Avas  Avarmly  debated.  All  cautioully  reftrained  their 
ideas  of  indulgence  to  the  points  of  the  bill:  and  many  of  them  took  that 
opportunity  of  pledging  themfelves  never  to  grant  the  eledtiA’e  franchife  as  a 
conceflion  incompatible  Av-ith  the  Proteftant  afcendancy,  IMr.  Ogle  almoft 
alone  oppofed  the  bill’s  going  to  a committee,  f Mr.  Grattan  had  been  in- 

ftrudled 

* 12  Par.  Deb.  p.  125. 

“ To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgefl'es,  in  Parliament  alTembled, 

“ The  Petition  of  the  underfigncd  Roman  Catholics,  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  Roman 

Catholics  of  Ireland. 

“ Humbly  sheweth, 

“ THAT  as  the  houfe  has  thought  it  expedient  to  direft  their  attention  to  the  fituation  of  the 
“■  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  to  a further  relaxation  of  the  penal  ftatutes  ftill  fubfifting  againft 
" them,  they  beg  leave,  Avith  all  humility,  to  come  before  the  houfe  with  the  moft  heartfelt 
“ affiuance  of  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  parliament,  which  is  at  all  times  defirous  moft  gracioufly 
“ to  attend  to  the  petitions  of  the  people;  tliey  therefore  humbly  prefume  to  fubmit  to  the  houfe 
“ their  intreaty,  that  they  thould  take  into  their  confideration  whether  the  removal  of  fome  of  the 
“ civil  incapacities,  under  which  they  labour,  and  the  reftoration  of  the  petitioners  to  fome  fliare  in 
" the  eleclive  franchife,  Avhich  they  enjoyed  long  after  the  revolution,  will  not  tend  to  ftrengthen 
“ the  Proteftant  ftate,  add  new  vigour  to  induftiy,  and  afford  protedtion  and  happinefs  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland ; that  the  petitioners  refer  with  confidence  to  their  condudi  for  a century  paft, 
to  prove  their  uniform  loyalty  and  fubmilfion  to  the  laws,  and  to  corroborate  their  folemn  decla- 
ration,  that  if  they  obtain  from  the  juftice’and  benignity  of  parliament,  fuch  relaxation  from 
certain  incapacities,  and  a p.articipation  in  that  franchife,  which  will  raife  them  to  the  rank  of 
“ freemen,  their  gratitude  muft  be  proportioned  to  the  benefit,  and  that  enjoying  fome  ftiare  in  the 
" happy  conftitution  of  Ireland,  they  will  exert  themfelves  with  additional  zeal  in  its  confervation.” 

f 12  Par.  Deb,  Mr.  Grattan  on  this  occafion  thus  alluded  to  a foederal  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms. 

There  is  another  danger,  to  which  or  to  the  fear  of  which  your  divifions  may  expofe  the  Pro- 
teftant afcendancy,  I mean  an  union ; let  me  fuppofe  the  minifter,  as  he  has  often  propofed  corrupt 
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fim(51ed  fo  to  do  by  a part  of  his  conftituents,  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  but 
could  not  facrifice  the  rights  and  interefts  of  three  millions  to  the  caprice  or 
prejudice  of  fome  individuals.  The  houfe  refolv^ed  itfelf  into  a committee 
on  the  bill  after  midnight,  and  at  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Secretary 
Hobart  tleclared  he  wilhed  not  to  precipitate  matters  and  had  no  objedlion  to 
the  chairman’s  reporting  progrefs,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  leave  was 
given  to  fit  again  on  tlie  Monday  following,  which  was  the  20th  of  February. 
On  that  day  Mr.  David  La  Touche  moved,  that  the  petition  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  committee  prefented  to  the  houfe  on  the  preceding  Saturday  lliould 
be  read  b}^  the  clerk ; it  was  read,  and  he  then  moved,  that  it  lliould  be 
rejedted.  The  motion  was  feconded  by  IMr.  Ogle.  The  greater  part  of  the 
houfe  was  very  violent  for  the  rejection  of  the  petition.  Some  few,  who  were 
againft  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  objected  to  the  harlli  meafure  of  rejection. 
Several  of  the  oppofition  members  fupported  Mr.  La  Touche’s  motion.  Even 
IMr.  G.  Ponfonby,  on  this  occafion,  voted  againft  his  friend  IMr.  Grattan. 
The  folicitor  general  attempted  to  foften  the  refufal  to  the  Catholics  by 
moving,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  as  far  as  it  related  to  a partieipation 
of  the  eledtive  franchife  lliould  not  then  be  complied  m ith.  The  attorney 
general  and  fome  other  ftaunch  fupporters  of  government  had  fpoken  fimilar 
language,  that  they  hoped  quickly  to  fee  all  religious  diftinclions  and  re- 
flrictions  done  away,  but  that  the  fulnefs  of  time  was  not  yet  come.  IMr.  Forbes, 
the  Hon.  F.  Hutchinfon,  Col.  (now  I.ord)  Ilutchinfon,  Mr.  Smith,  IMr.  Hardy, 
and  Mr.  Grattan  fpoke  ftrongly  againft  the  motion  and  in  favor  of  admitting 

terms  to  the  Proteftant,  fliould  propofe  crafty  ones  to  the  Catholic,  and  lliould  fay,  you  are  three- 
fourths  of  the  people,  excluded  from  the  blelllngs  of  an  Irilli  conftitution  j accept  the  advantages  of 
an  Englilli  union.  Plere  is  a propofal  probably  fupported  by  the  people  of  England,  and  rendered 
plaufible  to  at  leaf!  tliree-fourths  of  the  people  of  Ireland;  I mention  an  union,  becaule  I have  heard 
it  has  been  darkly  fuggefted  as  the  refort  of  Protellanl  defperation  againft  Catholic  pretentions ; 
never  think  of  it,  the  Proteftant  would  be  the  firft  victim.  There  would  be  Catholic  equality 
and  parliamentary  extimSlion.  It  would  be  fatal  to  the  Catholic  alfo ; be  would  not  be  raifcd,  but 
you  would  be  depreft’ed,  and  his  chance  of  liberty  blafted  for  everj  it  would  be  fatal  to  England, 
beginning  with  a falfe  compromife,  which  they  might  call  an  union,  to  end  in  eternal  feparation, 
through  the  progrefs  of  two  civil  wars.  IVIr.  Sheridan  referred  the  following  words  to  the  fubjeft 
of  union,  “ he  lliould  fee  in  perfpective  (a  parodox  in  expreflion  but  a certainty  in  event)  an  union 
“ produced  by  dilfention.”  Sir  John  Parnell  warned  his  countrymen  not  to  fuppofe,  that  the  refufal 
of  the  Catholic  claims  would  hand  over  to  them  an  union  or  a civil  war;  either  of  which  mult  end 
In  blood  and  bring  deftrudion  upon  the  country.  Ibid  p.  180  Such  then- were  the  general  ideag 
of  union  with  this  country. 
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tlie  Catholics  to  a fliare  in  the  eledive  franchife.  IMuch  virulent  abufe  was 
heaped  upon  that  part  of  the  body  of  Roman  Catholics,  which  was  fuppofed 
to  be  reprefented  by  the  Catholic  committee.  At  a very  late  hour  the  houfe 
divided,  208  for  reje6ling  the  petition,  and  23  only  againft  it.  Then  Mr.  La 
Touche  moved,  that  the  petition  from  the  fociety  of  the  united  Iridimen  of 
Belfaft,  fliould  be  alfo  rejedted : and  the  queftion  being  put  was  carried  with 
t\}0  or  three  negatives. 

The  bill  went  rather  quietly  through  the  committee:  and  on  the  third 
reading  Sir  H.  Langrithe  congratulated  the  country  on  the  fpirit  of  libe- 
rality that  had  attended  the  bill  in  its  progrefs,  and  finally  brought  it  to 
fo  defirable  a conclufion. 

It  was  a new  covenant,  a new  charter  of  amity  and  intercourfe  amongit 
them;  and  he  felt  a pride  in  obferving,  that  what  they  had  granted  to  their 
Catholic  brethren  they  had  granted  Avith  cordiality  and  good  Avill,  Avith  a 
' confident  heart,  an  unreluctant  hand,  and  an  unanimous  voice.  Whilft  their 
confritutional  pride  juftly  refented  the  rafiinefs  of  a fcAV,  their  juftice  diftin- 
guilhed  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  many;  and  in  the  intemperance  of 
the  moment  they  did  not  forget  the  unimpeachable  demeanour  of  an  hundred 
years. 

The  moft  poAverful  adverfaries,  they,  Avho  had  laboured  Avith  finccrity  and 
iolicitude  to  ferve  them,  had  to  encounter,  Avere  the  ralli  and  mifehievous  pub- 
lications, Avhich  affected  to  plead  their  caufe.  And  Avere  it  not  for  the  Avife 
and  timely  interpofition  of  the  great  and  refpe6lable  body  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, to  Avhom  he  had  often  alluded,  and  of  Avhom  ev'ery  gentleman  had 
fpoken  in  terms  of  the  higheft  refpcdl,  they  could  neither  have  been  jufiified 
in  their  undertaking,  nor  fuccefsful  in  their  conclufion. 

The  ftate  of  parties  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  Avas  much  the  fame  that  it 
had  been  in  the  two  preceding  feflions.  IMr.  G.  Ponfonby  after  a A'ery 
elaborate  argument,  moA'ed  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  every  law, 
Avhich  prohibited  a trade  from  Ireland  Avith  the  counties  lying  eaftward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope:  Avhich  Avas  loft  by  a majority  of  156  againft  70.*  At  the 
clofe  of  this  debate,  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  renewed  hi§  profeflion,  that  although 
he  fhould  lofe  his  motion,  yet  he  never  Avould  vote  Avith  any  adminiftration, 
until  that  and  the  other  meafures,  to  Avhich  he  and  the  other  gentlemen  Avith 
Avhom  he  acted  Avere  pledged,  fliould  be  obtained.  In  conformity  Avith  this 
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principle  IMr.  Forbes  brought  forward  on  the  fame  day  his  penfion  and  place 
bill,  * but  they  were  both  put  off  without  a divifion,  though  not  without  de- 
'bate,  to  a diftant  day. 

Exclufive  of  the  Catholic  queftion  the  debate,  which  during  the  feffion  of 
3792,  was  the  moft  interefting,  and  the  moft  heated  arofe  out  ot  Mr.  Browne's 
motion  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  an  aft  of  the  lafi;  feffion  for  weighing  butter, 
hydcs  and  tallow,  and  for  appointing  a M'eigh-mafter  for  the  city  of  Cork.-f- 
After  prefacing  his  motion  by  animadverting  on  the  conduft  of  adminiftratioii 
in  puiTuing  that  dangerous  and  unconftitutional  fyftem,  which  they  had  laid 
down  and  ftrictly  adhered  to,  of  creating  influence,  he  particularly  adverted 
to  the  appointment  made  by  government  to  the  office  of  weigh-mafter  of 
Cork,  which  had  been  divided  into  three  parts,  and  beltowed  on  members  of 
parliament,  for  the  purpofe  of  creating  parliamentary  influence.  This  office, 
had  been  long  enjoyed  by  the  corporation  of  Cork,  and  they  had  been  un- 
juftly  deprived  of  it  for  the  purpofe  of  the  prefent  adminiftratioivs  obtaining 
an  undue  parliamentary  influence. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  oppofed  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
of  its  being  an  infult  on  the  crown. 

Colonel  Ilutchinfon  voted  for  the  introduction  of  the  bill;  laft  feffion  he 
had  oppofed  the  enafting  of  the  prefent  law  as  ftrenuoufly,  as  he  was  able,  and 
diould  have  moved  for  its  repeal  now,  were  he  not  hopelefs  of  fuccefs : he  had 
claimed  that  office  then,  for  the  corporation  of  Cork,  and  he  never  fhould 
ceafe  to  claim  it,  as.  long  as  he  had  a feat  within  thofe  walls.  The  corporation 
of  Cork  had  a common  law  right  to  that  office ; in  equity,  and  in  reafon, 
they  had  an  irrefifhble  claim  ; w hy  fliould  they  be  an  exception  to  a general 
rule  ? 

■Mr.  George  Ponfonby  reprobated  the  conduft  of  adminiftration  in  obtaining 
influence.  In  the  prefent  inftance  they  fplit  the  office  into  three,  and  it  was 
beftOM'ed  on  members  of  parliament.  He  obfened,  that  before  this  grant, 
adminiftration  had  already  one  hundred  and  ten  placemen  and  penfioners,  and 
that  Avas  fufficient  to  carrv  anv  meafure  thev  mioht  want  without  creatino- 

w */  »/  O O 

* 15  Com.  Journ.  p.  87.  The  penfion  bill  was  ever  moft  obnoxious  to  government.  Every 
poffeflbr  and  expe6tant  was  loud  in  reprobating  it ; and  now  more  than  ever  the  motives  for  flip- 
porting  it  were  attributed  to  factious  democracy,  by  endcavoiuing  to  clip  the  wings  of  royalty  and 
prerogative. 
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the  additional  influence  ; but  the  carrying  on  of  thofe  ineafures,  tvliich  they 
adopted  and  the  ufing  inftruinents  by  which  the  ininifters  of  thofe  were 
governing  that  country,  Avas  a fyftem  Avhich,  if  not  refilled,  muft  in  the  end 
OA’ertlirow  the  conftitution.  lie  contrafted  the  condud  of  the  Iloufe  of 
Commons  of  England,  Avith  the  condudl  of  the  Iloufe  of  Commons  of  Ire- 
land ; in  England  there  Avas  a ])lace  bill,  and  a penfion  bill,  and  there  the 
fervants  of  the  crown  Avere  refponfible  for  their  condudl;  but  he  aflved,  hoAV 
had  it  been  in  the  Iloufe  of  Commons  in  Ireland  ? A place  bill  had  been 
propofed,  it  had  been  rejedted,  and  the  minifter  had  multiplied  places ; a 
penfion  bill  had  been  propofed,  it  had  been  rejected,  and  the  minifter  granted 
additional  penfions ; a refponflbility  bill  had  been  propofed,  it  had  been  re- 
jedted,  and  the  minifter  of  the  croAvn  lavilhed  aAvay  the  public  money. 

He  bated  that  the  grofs  revenue  of  the  country  amounted  to  about  one 
million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  one-eighth  of  that  Avas  divided 
amongfl;  members  of  parliament.  He  protefted,  that  he  did  not  fpeak  as  a 
party  man.  If  he  fpoke  not  truth,  might  God,  to  Avhom  he  lliould  one  day 
anfAver,  punifli  him.  An  hour  Avould  come,  Avhen  the  country  Avould  endure 
any  extremity,  rather  than  endure  the  fyftem  of  influence  that  had  been 
eftablilhed. 

]Mr.  IMoore  made  fome  perfonal  obfervations  upon  IMr.  Ponfonby's  fond- 
nefs  for  poAver,  and  impatience  at  its  refiding  in  any  hands  but  his  OAvn  : to 
AA’hich  IMr.  George  Ponfonby  replied  Avith  conflderable  Av^armth,  that  in  a 
former  parliament  there  had  occurred  an  CA^ent  Angular  and  unfortunate  ; 
the  incapacity  of  his  majefty  perfonally  to  cxercife  the  funftions  of  the 
crOAvn.  The  Iloufe  of  Commons  of  that  day  did  appear  in  direct  oppofition 
to  the  lord  lieutenant:  the  exifting  government  Avas  beat  by  a majority  of 
54  ; but  it  pleafed  God  to  reftore  his  majefty ’s  health,  and  in  exadl  propor- 
tion as  his  majefty  recovered,  that  majority  had  diminilhed.  While  the  mi- 
niftry  Avas  incapable  of  controuling  the  members  of  that  houfe,  their  lan- 
guage Avas  becoming  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  ; they  maintained  the 
independency  of  the  Irilh  croAvn,  and  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  in  defiance 
of  a lord  lieutenant  and  his  fecrctary  ; but  Avhen  the  languid  powers  of  that 
lord  lieutenant  were  renovated  by  the  aid  of  an  Englilh  minifter,  they  court- 
ed and  thanked  the  very  lord  lieutenant  they  had  cenfured  and  defied.  At 
the  time  of  his  majefty 's  recovery,  ininifters  did  intimate  to  the  members  of 
that  houfe,  that  if  they  prefumed  to  vote  againft  the  At  ill  of  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant, 
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tenant,  they  flioulcl  lofe  tlieir  places ; and  he  Avell  remembered,  that  as  tlie 
authority  of  minifters  received  hrength,  the  virtue  of  that  houfc  became 
Aveak  ; fo  that  thofe  Avho  formerly  flood  up  to  oppofe,  and  to  cenfure  the 
lord  lieutenant,  Avere  then  the  foremoft  to  adulate  and  to  thank  him.  Was 
it  poffible  there  could  be  a more  humiliating  condu6t  ? 

He  Avas  one  of  the  perfons  difmified  from  office  at  that  time.  He  did  re- 
ceive a meffage  from  Lord  Buckingham,  by  the  attorney-general  (Earl  Clare) 
in  AAdiich  he  Avas  told,  “ that  if  he  Avould  confent  to  fupport  Lord  Bucking- 
“ ham’s  adminiftrafion,  he  Avould  not  only  hold  any  office,  but  receive  any 
“ favor  government  had  it  in  their  poAver  to  beftOAV'.”  His  anlVer  Avas,  “ that 
“ he  Avas  ready  at  all  times  to  ferve  the  king’s  goveinment,  but  his  oavii 
“ confiftency  never  Avould  permit  him  to  fupport  a lord  lieutenant,  on  Avhofe 
“ condu6l  he  had  Amted  a parliamentary  cenfure.”  Let  that  be  contradidted  ; 
and  if  other  gentlemen  thought  the  interelts  of  the  country  Avere  better  fup- 
ported  by  meanly  faAvning  on  a lord  lieutenant,  than  by  a manly  difcharge 
of  duty,  let  them  purfue  that  mode.  He  never  Avould.* 

L^pon 

* On  a fubfequent  day  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  was  called  upon  to  make  fonie  apology  for  the  li- 
berty taken  with  the  chancellor.  That  lord  had  complained,  that  he  had  divulged  the  confidential 
fecrets  of  his  befi:  benefadtor  in  life.  To  which  Mr,  George  Ponfonby  replied,  tliat  if  fome  ex- 
preflions  had  been  conceived  to  be  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  the  noble  lord,  that  muft  have  been 
from  an  idea  of  what  did  not  pafs  ; he  had  not  ftated  the  whole  in  debate,  but  every  one  knew  the 
events,  which  took  place  at  that  remarkable  period ; and  that  after  certain  events  an  overture  had 
been  made  by  the  exifting  government  to  tlie  gentlemen,  who  had  gone  into  oppofition  to  afford  them 
fupport,  to  return  or  to  remain  with  them,  call  it  which  they  might,  and  that  all  previous  proceedings 
fliould  be  buried  in  perfedt  oblivion.  In  dating  the  tranfadlion,  he  did  not  allude  to  any  perfon 
treating  with  himfelf  as  one,  but  to  many  belides  him,  to  his  connexions,  and  not  with  him  only  his 
right  honorable  relation  behind  him  (Mr.  W.  B,  Ponfonby).  The  propofition  was,  that  there  fliould 
be  a perfedl  amnefty,  as  it  was  called,  a ceffalion  of  all  hoftilities,  and  that  all  perfons  were  to  be  con- 
fidered,  as  if  no  fuch  matter  had  taken  place.  The  noble  lord,  then  attorney  general,  reafoned  with 
him,  not  as  a fervant  of  the  crown,  but  as  a private  friend  upon  his  condudt.  lie  reprefented  to 
him  how  foolilh  it  was  to  throw  away  a lucrative  place  ■,  that  the  occafion  did  not  call  for  fuch  an 
adt,  and  that  it  was  unwife  in  him  to  adt  in  fuch  a manner  j that  if  he  went  into  oppofition,  he 
would  not  only  lofe  his  place,  but  the  promotion  alfo  in  the  line  of  his  profeflion,  which  his  fituation 
in  the  country  muft  lecure.  He  confidered  the  affair  as  by  no  means  confidential.  The  noble  lord 
was  then  attorney  general,  and  in  certain  inftances  might  be  diredted  by  government.  How  could 
it  be  called  confidential  ? There  never  was  a more  public  political  negociation  in  Great  Britain  or 
that  country.  He  believed  every  man  in  Dublin  knew  of  it.  In  a room  not  far  from  them,  there 
Avere  fifty  or  fixty  perfons  engaged  in  debating  upon  it.  Though  he  pretended  to  fuperiority  over 
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Upon  Lord  Buckingham’s  reaffiimptioii  of  the  government,  he  eredted 
fourteen  new  parliamentary  places  ; could  any  man  fliut  his  eyes  againft 
that  ? No. 

Ever 

no  man,  he  contended  with  equality  with  any  man.  He  was  in  a fituation  above  receiving  charit- 
able donations  which  the  language  implied.  And  therefore  if  the  noble  lord  had  ever  faid,  that  he 
was  the  beft  benefador  of  his  life,  he  muft  have  leflcned  the  force  of  any  obligations  which  he  may 
have  conferred.  He  thought  with  Prior  : 

To  John  I owed  great  obligation  ; 

But  he  to  pay  himfelf,  thought  fit 
''  To  publith  it  to  all  the  nation  ; 

" Sure  John  and  I are  more  than  quit !” 

It  had  been  underftood,  that  he  had  faid  that  the  noble  lord  wanted  him  to  fign  a paper.  He  did 
not.  He  never  went  into  detail.  He  only  related  that  government  wanted  a written  anfwer.  He 
believed  that  the  noble  lord  was  as  incapable  of  offering  as  he  was  of  complying  with  fuch  a re- 
queft.  It  was  told  to  his  right  honorable  friend  and  to  himfelf,  that  a written  anfwer  upon  the  oe- 
cafion  was  neceffary,  in  order  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Britifh  cabinet,  that  they  might  fee  upon 
what  ground  the  government  of  Ireland  flood.  He  held  a letter  in  his  hand  from  Lord  St.  Plelens, 
(then  Secretary  Fitzherbert)  on  the  fubjed. 

The  tranfadion  he  conceived  to  be  as  public  as  could  be,  as  an  amnefly  was  held  out  to  every  one 
who  would  come  in  under  it.  He  hoped  he  had  faid  every  thing  fatisfadory  to  the  noble  lord  and 
his  friends,  and  entirely  acquitted  his  lordfliip  of  having  made  any  dired  nomination  of  him  to 
any  office.  He  was  forry  to  flate  any  thing  further  on  the  tranfadion,  but  it  was  neceffary  to  fliew, 
that  written  anfwers  were  expeded.  For  after  the  anfwer  which  terminated  the  ncgociation,  he 
was  difmilfed.  It  was  one  of  the  firfl  ads  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  oppofite  him,  (Mr. 
Hobart)  and  he  admitted,  that  he  did  it  in  terms  of  great  perfonal  civility.  He  did  not  blame  go- 
vernment for  difmiffing  him.  He  would  do  the  fame  if  he  were  in  government  to  thofe,  who  refilled 
their  fupport.  That  he  aflured  gentlemen,  that  his  enmities  of  this  nature  never  went  beyond 
the  door  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  appealed  to  his  honorable  friend  (Mr.  M.  Beresford)  who 
filled  his  office,  whether  he  had  ever  looked  at  him  with  envy  on  that  account } To  fliew  that  a 
written  anfwer  was  given,  he  read  the  following  copy  of  that  given  by  his  relation  (the  Bight  Ho- 
norable W.  B.  Ponfonby)  for  himfelf,  and  friends. 

“ I intend  to  fupport  the  ufual  fuppiies  and  his  majefty’s  government  in  this  country.  But  I 

will  not  enter  into  any  communication  with  Lord  Buckingham.  And  cfs  fome  miflakes  have 
“■  hitherto  taken  place  from  verbal  converfation,  this  is  the  reafon  forgiving  a written  anfwer.” 

Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  acknowledged,  that  from  his  efleem  for  a noble  lord,  he  had  felt  great 
pain  on  a former  night.  At  fuch  a diflance  of  time  it  was  natural  that  fome  little  inaccuracies  might 
occur.  He  requefled  him  to  recoiled!,  whether  that  report  of  the  flatement,  which  reprefen  ted  the 
fervants  of  the  crown  infifling  upon  him  to  fign  a paper  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfmitting  it  to  the 
Britifh  cabinet  were  flridtly  true  ? 

Air.  George  Ponfonby  explained,  that  he  had  been  requefled  to  give  an  anfwer  in  writing,  not 
to  fign  any  inftrument  of  aflbeiation. 


Mr. 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


369 


Ever  fince  the  fame  meafures  had  been  purfued,  every  thing  had  been  be- 
ftowed  on  members  of  parliament ; were  there  no  other  men  in  the  country  fit 
for  office  ? 

How  differently  did  people  feel  in  England  ? How  little  did  they  imagine 
the  power  of  influence  in  Ireland  ? No  fooner  was  it  known  that  Lord  Buck- 
ingham had  quarrelled  with  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  than  Lord  Weftmore- 
land  was  named  his  fucceffor.  It  was  thought  impoffible  for  Lord  Bucking- 
ham to  remain  an  hour,  but  he  demonftrated  the  force  of  influence  for  fome 
months,  and  confequently  Lord  "Weflmoreland  did  not  come  as  foon  as  the 
Englifh  cabinet  had  imagined  it  would  have  been  neceffary  to  fend  him. 
Their  error  arofe  from  fuppofing  it  impoffible  for  an  Irifli  parliament  to  have 
the  meannefs  to  praife  and  addrefs  the  man  they  had  juft  cenfured. 

He  had  heard  a great  deal  about  the  profperity  of  that  country.  No 
man  denied  that  the  country  was  profperous ; the  people  of  that  country 
enjoyed  pretty  nearly  perfe6l  civil  freedom,  and  pretty  nearly  perfect  perfonal 
freedom.  (Though  it  had  not  been  long  fmee  he  fhewed  to  that  houfe,  that 
a judge  had  grofsly  violated  the  latter,  and  they  refufed  to  cenfure  him.) 
The  poffeffion  of  clv-il  and  perfonal  freedom  promoted  induftry,  and  by  in- 
duftry  a country  grew  rich  ; but  what  was  that  to  government  ? The  people 
of  a country  might  poffefs  civil  liberty,  and  perfonal  liberty,  and  yet  be  very 
badly  governed,  becaufe  they  might  not  have  political  freedom. 

He  recollefted  upon  former  occafions  it  had  beenfaid,  that  the  people  were 
not  difeontented  ; but  the  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  houfe  were  difeon- 
tented.  But  their  conduct  had  been  the  reverfe  of  men  who  would  wifh  to 
embarrafs  government.  What  neceffary  meafure  had  they  oppofed  ? Where 
had  they  fhe^vn  the  temper  of  difeontented  men  ? He  then  concluded  with 
moving,  “ that  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  houfe,  that  his  niajefty’s  minifters 
“ were  endeavouring  to  eftablilh  a fyftem  of  corrupt  influence  in  that  houfe, 
“ incompatible  Avith  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  independence 
of  parliament.” 


Mr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby  rofe  to  fay,  that  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Fltzherbert  a letter,  in  which  it 
was  propofed  that  gentlemen,  who  had  voted  againft  adminlftration  on  the  queftion  of  ths  regency, 
and  paft  cenfure  might,  if  they  chofe,  come  in  under  an  amnefty,  and  every  thing  was  to  be  per- 
fe£tly  obliviated  ; this  letter,  however,  required  a written  anfwer,  in  order  to  be  tranfmitted  to  his 
majefty’s  minifters  in  England,  to  afeertain  them  how  adminlftration  was  to  be  fupported  in  Ireland. 

VoL.  II.  , 3 A ' The 


370 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


The  motion  was  feconcled  by  Mr.  Grattan,  and  negatived  without  a divi- 
fion,  at  a quarter  paft  two  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  IMr.  Grattan  made  one  more  attack  on  the  police 
bill;  but  upon  a divifion  for  adjournment  in  a very  thin  houfe,  there  appear- 
ed for  the  adjournment  53,  againft  it  24.  On  the  next  day  when  the  money 
bills  were  carried  up  to  the  lords,  the  fpeaker  made  the  following  fpeech  to 
the  lord  lieutenant. 

* “ jMay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ THE  Commons  of  Ireland  attend  with  the  fupplies. 
“ While  they  may  look  back  vdth  a confcious  pride  to  their  fpirited  and  fuc- 
“ cefsful  meafures  for  preventing  an  encreafe  of  the  national  debt,  as  one  great 
“ caufe  of  tlie  extenfion  of  trade,  agriculture  and  manufaftuies,  which  has 
“ with  a rapid  and  uninterrupted  progrefs  raifed  this  kingdom  to  a ftate  of 
“ profperity  and  Avealth  never  before  experienced  in  it ; they  know  that  the 
“ continuance  of  that  profperity  would  foon  ceafe,  if  it  were  not  cherilhed 
“ and  maintained  by  our  moft  excellent  conftitiition,  in  which  liberty  and 
“ order  are  fo  happily  blended,  that  every  fubjedl  equally  enjoys  their  influ- 
“ ence,  and  feels  his  perfou,  his  indullry  and  property,  equally  effedlually 
“ protedled  by  it. 

“ Its  prefervation,  therefore,  muft  ever  be  the  great  obje6l  of  their  care, 
“ and  there  is  no  principle  on  which  it  is  founded  fo  effential  to  its  preferva- 
“ vation,  nor  more  juftly  dear  to  their  patriotic  and  loyal  feelings,  than  that 
“ which  has  fettled  the  throne  of  thefe  realms  on  his  majefty’s  illuflrious 
“ houfe;  on  it,  and  on  the  provifions  for  fecuring  a Proteftant  parliament, 
“ depends  the  Proteftant  afcendency,  and  with  it  the  continuance  of  the 
“ many  bleffmgs  we  now  enjoy.  ' 

“ The  bills  which  I hold  contain  the  ufual  grants,  and  I have  the  moft 
“ fmcere  happinels  in  prefenting  them  to  your  excellency,  whofe  knowledge 
“ of  the  true  interefts  of  Ireland,  and  whofe  anxiety  to  promote  its  welfare, 
“ has  been  proved  to  us  by  the  firmeft  vigilance,  and  prudence  of  your  ad- 
“ miniftration.” 

When  the  fpeaker,  wdth  the  members,  had  returned  to  the  houfe,  ]\Ir. 
Secretary  Hobart  moved  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  to  the  fpeaker,  for  his 
fpeech  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  faid,  if  he  were  capable  ade- 


* 12  Par.  Deb.  p.  298. 


' quately 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


371 


quately  to  exprefs  his  feelings  with  regard  to  the  right  honorable  perfon  in 
queftion,  or  did  he  believe  he  had  ability  to  convey  ,the  fentiments  of  the 
lioufe,  he  would  expatiate  fully  on  the  fubjecl ; but  as  he  feared  he  could  not 
do  juftice  to  his  merit,  he  fliould  content  himfelf  with  faying,  that  if  ever 
that  chair  were  filled  by  a perfon,  whofe  talents  and  integrity,  whofe  public 
and  private  charafter  could  do  honor  to  fo  elevated  a Ration,  it  was  then  fo 
filled. 

After  an  adjournment  for  about  one  month  the  Parliament  was  prorogued 
on  the  18th  of  April;  on  which  day  his  Excellency,  in  his  fpeech  from  the 
thronCy  aflured  both  lioules  of  Parliament,  “ that  he  had  his  Majefty’s  com- 
mands to  exprefs  his  approbation  of  the  wifdom  that  had  guided  their  pro- 
ceedings during  the  prefent  feffion,  efpecially  in  the  liberal  indulgencies  they 
had  afforded  to  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  by  eftablilliing  the  legality  of 
intermarriage,  by  admitting  them  to  the  profeflion  of  the  law,  and  the  benefits 
of  education,  and  by  removing  all  reftridions  upon  their  induftry  in  trade  and 
manufactures. 

It  appears  from  the  ftudied  allufions  to  the  Proteftant  afcendancy,  which 
in  the  fpeech  of  the  Speaker  were  evidently  aimed  againft  the  petition  of  the 
Catholics  for  a participation  in  the  elective  franchife,  that  Mr.  Fofter  wiffied 
to  raife  a ftrong  and  general  oppofition  to  that  meafure  throughout  the  coun- 
try ; but  the  fpeech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  imported,  that  the  Government, 
moving  by  the  impulfe  of  the  Britidi  councils,  was  difpofetl  rather  to  extend 
than  contraft  the  indulgences  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  His  IMajeft}^  approved 
of  their  wifdom  in  the  liberal  indulgences  that  had  been  granted,  but  fuggefted 
no  danger  to  the  Proteftant  afeendanev,  nor  recommendation  to  check  their 
'liberality.  L^mbrage  indeed  had  been  taken,  during  the  debate  on  the  Catho- 
lic queftion,  by  fome  members,  at  the  idea  of  its  introdudtion  under  the 
fanction  of  the  Britifli  minifter.* 

The 

* On  the  prefentatlon  of  the  Catholic  Petition  by  Mr.  Egan,  iMr.  Staples  faid,  he  thought  the 
bill  was  introduced  under  a mandate  of  a Britifli  minifter,  and  as  fuch  fupported  by  adminiftration 
here,  rather  than  as  a meafure,  in  which  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  or  the  Proteftant  interefts  w'ere 
confulted.  He  wilhed  to  know  if  any  farther  concefiion  to  Roman  Catholics  were  intended,  or  if 
any  line  were  to  be  drawn,  in  order  to  mark  out  the  ultimate  boundary  of  fuch  meafures  ; and  he 
fignified  his  wifli  of  moving  fome  ftrong  declaratory  claufe  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  on  this  head  : 
to  w'hich  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  anfwered,  that  he  knew  of  no  couceflions  intended  to  Roman  Ca- 
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The  great  obje6l  of  the  political  views  of  Ireland  both  in  and  out  of  Parlia- 
ment, during  the  whole  year  of  1792,  was  Catholic  emancipation,  as  it  was 
improperly  called.  The  queftion  had  produced  unprecedented  divifions  and 
fubdivifions  of  parties  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  few  of  the  leading  Pro- 
teftants,  who  wilhed  the  Irilh  to  become  a people,  and  to  enjoy  the  freedom 
of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  oppofedthe  bulk  of  their  fellow  Proteftants,  M'ho, 
under  the  fpecious  cry  of  Protejiant  afcendancy , were  determined  to  defend 
their  poffeffions  of  that  monopoly  of  civil  power,  which  the  abufe  of  centu- 
ries had  veiled  in  them.  The  Diflenters,  who  in  Ireland  are  certainly  as  nu- 
merous as  the  Proteftants  of  the  Eftablilhment,  had  deeply  imbibed  the  axiom 
of  IMr.  Grattan,  that  the  Irijh  Protejiant  Jhoidd  nether  be  free,  until  the  Irijh 
Catholic  Jhould  ceafe  to  be  a face : they  confequently  urged  the  Catholics  to 
unite  with  them  in  emancipating  their  country  ; and  fome  of  the  Catholics 
for  a time  gave  enthufiaftically  into  that  co-operation.  A very  refpe^table, 
though  not  the  moft  numerous,  part  of  the  Catholic  body  was  divided  againft 
the  reft  of  their  brethren,  from  their  difapprobation  of  the  principles,  means, 
and  fupport,  upon  Avhich  the  latter  appeared  to  reft  the  common  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs.  Great,  however,  was  their  addrefs  in  fecuring,  through  their  agent, 
the  countenance  and  fupport  of  the  father  (Mr.  Burke),  whofe  influence  upon 
the  Britifli  Cabinet  was  now  generally  felt  and  univerfally  admitted.  The  dif- 
grace  and  obloquy  attempted  to  be  thrown  upon  the  Catholic  Committee, 
ferved  to  deepen  their  reflection  upon  their  fituation,  and  to  ftimulate  their 

tholics  but  what  were  mentioned  in  the  bill  propofed  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  and  to  thofe,  fo  far 
as  he  eould  coUedt,  the  general  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  was  favourable  ; but  with  refpcdt  to  the  meafure 
of  drawing  any  line  for  the  future  condudt  of  Parliament  on  this  topic,  it  was  a meafure  he  would 
never  prefume  to  attempt.  Willi  refpedt  to  mandates  of  a Britilh  minifter  on  the  fubj.edt,  he  knew 
of  none. 

Mr.  Staples  feared  it  was  a meafure  of  abfolute  command  from  a Britilh  minifter,  and  therefore 
hoped  the  fpirit  of  the  Houfe  would  relift  it. 

Sir  Thomas  Olborne  remarked,  that  the  bill,  being  brought  forward  by  the  advice  of  that  moll 
able  minifter,  Ihould  have  his  afl'ent. 

Mr.  Sheridan  fhould  not  have  fpoken  on  the  fubjedf,  if  an  anfwer  had  been  given  to  the  queftion 
put  by  his  Hon.  Friend,  and  if  an  Hon.  Baronet  had  not  faid,  “ the  bill  hadhis  approbation,  becaufe 
introduced  under  the  diredtion  of  the  Britilh  miuifter,”  whom  he  was  pleafed  to  ftile  moft  able.” 

Sir  Thomas  Olbourne,  did  not  fay  diredtion,  but  advice.  To  which  Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that, 
if  he  were  compiling  a didtionary,  he  Ihould  explain  "advice  of  a minifter,”  by  the  ftngle  word 
command. 
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exertions  to  emerge  out  of  it.  The  alarm,  relu6tance,  and  tenacity  of  the 
Proteftant  gave  energy,  confidence,  and  perfeverance  to  the  Catholic. 

Previous,  therefore,  to  any  further  application,  the  Committee,  following 
the  example  of  their  brethren  in  England,  which  had  been  attended  with 
fuch  conciliating  efiPefils,  and  in  purfuance  of  the  advice  of  many  of  their  heft 
friends  and  ablefl;  fupporters,  refolved  to  give  to  the  legiflature  and  their 
country  the  moft  ample  fatisfaftion  in  their  power,  on  all  topics  of  their  faith, 
which  were,  however  remotely,  connedled  with  the  principles  of  good  order 
and  government.  For  this  purpofe  they  anxioully  attended  to  every  objec- 
tion, and  every  propofal,  wdiether  refulting  from  motives  of  friendlhip  or 
enmity,  to  fecure  or  to  fubvert  their  hopes  of  emancipation ; they  confulted 
thofe,  who  from  their  fituation  and  puiLuits  were  beft  acquainted  with  the 
difficulties  and  the  doubts  exifting  in  the  minds  of  their  Proteftant  brethren  ; 
they  diligently  ftudied  the  modes  moft  likely  to  give  complete  fatisfadlion 
on  all  thofe  points  ; and  finally,  after  due  and  earneft  deliberation,  they  pub- 
lifhed  a declaration*  of  their  tenets,  which  was  figned  generally  by  the  Ca- 
tholics of  all  defcriptions  through  the  kingdom,  clergy  and  laity.  It  re- 
ceived the  warm  approbation  of  their  fupporters,  and  impofed  lilence  on 
many  of  their  opponents.  It  was  circulated  as  widely  as  poftible  throughout 
the  kingdom. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  clear  the  w^ay  by  the  removal  of  prejudices, 
which  had  long  and  pow'erfully  operated  againft  them,  and  wifhing  to  pay 
every  poftible  refpedl  and  deference  to  the  legiftature,  which  had  exprefted 
doubts  as  to  what  w’ere  the  real  fentiments  and  withes  of  the  Catholic  body  : 
and  being  fully  coiivinced,  that  in  order  to  induce  that  auguft  aftembly  to 
afford  relief  to  three  millions  of  loyal  and  peaceable  fubjefts,  it  was  incumbent 
upon  them  to  fatisfy  them  of  the  unequivocal  fenfe  of  all  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  wdiich  could  only  be  fairly  colle6ted  and  fully  exprefted  by  delega- 
tion;']' the  Committee  therefore  devifed  a plan  whereby  the  fentiments  of 
every  individual  of  their  body  in  Ireland  fliould  be  afcertained,  by  means  of 
delegates. 

Immediately  on  the  appearance  of  this  plan,  a general  outcry  w'as  raifed 
againft  it ; fedition,  tumult,  confpiracy  and  trcafon,  were  echoed  from 

* This  declaration  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXXXVIII. 

t This  plan  of  delegation  is  alfo  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No,  LXXXIX. 
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county  to  county,  from  grand  jury  to  grand  jury.  Some  leglflators  high 
in  the  confidence  of  their  fovereign,  and  armed  with  the  influence  of  ftation 
and  office,  prefided  at  thofe  meetings,  and  were  foremofi:  in  arraigning  mea- 
fures,  upon  the  merits  of  which  in  another  place  and  in  another  fun61ion  they 
were  finally  to  determine. 

The  exaggerated  and  alarming  language  of  moft  of  the  grand  juries  im- 
ported, that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  on  the  eve  of  a general  infurreclion, 
ready  to  hurl  the  king  from  his  throne,  and  tear  the  u hole  frame  of  the  con- 
ftitution  -to  pieces. 

The  Leitrim  grand  jury  denominated  the  plan  “ An  inflammatory  and 
dangerous  publication,”  and  Rated,  “ that  they  felt  it  neceflary  to  come  for- 
“ M^ard  at  that  period  to  declare,  that  they  were  ready  to  fupport,  with  their 
“ lives  and  fortunes,  their  prefent  moft  valuable  conftitution  in  church  and 
Rate  ; and  that  they  would  relift,  to  the  utmoR  of  their  power,  the  attempts 
of  any  body  of  men,  however  numerous,  who  fliould  prefume  to  threaten 
“ innovation  in  either.” 

The  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cork  denominated  the  plan  “An  uncon- 
“ Ritutional  proceeding,  of  the  moR  alarming,  dangerous,  and  feditious 
“ tendency  ; an  attempt  to  overawe  Parliament:”  they  Rated  their  determi- 
nation to  “ proteel  and  defend,  with  their  lives  and  property,  the  prefent 
conftitution  in  church  and  Rate.”  That  of  Rofeommon,  after  the  ufiial 
epithets  of  “ alarming,  dangerous,  and  feditious,”  aflerted  that  the  plan 
called  upon  the  whole  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  aflbeiate 
themfelves  in  the  metropolis  of  that  kingdom,  upon  the  model  of  the  National 
Aflembly  of  France,  which  had  already  plunged  that  devoted  country  into  a 
Rate  of  anarchy  and  tumult  unexampled  in  any  civilized  nation  : they  Rated 
it  to  be  “ an  attempt  to  overawe  Parliament;”  they  mentioned  their  ferious 
.and  fenfible  alarms  for  the  exiRence  of  their  prefent  happy  eftablilhment  in 
church  and  Rate  ; and  their  determination,  “ at  the  hazard  of  every  thing 
dear  to  them,  to  uphold  and  maintain  the  Proteftant  intcreft  of  Ireland.” 

The  grand  jury  of  Sligo  refolved,  “ that  they  would,  at  all  times,  and  by 
“ every  conRitutional  means  in  their  power,  refill  and  oppofe  every  attempt 
“ then  making,  or  thereafter  to  be  made,  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  obtain 
their  ele6tive  franchife,  or  any  participation  in  the  government  of  the 
country.”  And  that  of  Donegal  declared,  that,  though  “they  regarded 
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the  Catholics  with  tendernefs,  they  would  maintain,  at  the  hazard  of  every 
“ thing  dear  to  them,  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  Ireland.” 

The  grand  jury  of  Fermanagh,  profeffing  alfo  “ the  warmeft  attachment' to 
“ their  Roman  Catholic  brethren,”  felt  it  however  necefl’ary  to  come  forward 
at  that  period  to  declare,  that  they  were  “ ready  with  their  lives  and  fortunes 
“ to  fupport  their  prefent  invaluable  conftitution  in  church  and  Rate.”  And 
that  of  the  county  of  Derry,  after  expreffing  their  apprehenfions,  left  that 
proceeding  “ might  lead  to  the  formation  of  an  hierarchy  (confifting  partly 
“ of  laity)  which  would  deftroy  the  Proteftant  afcendancy,  the  freedom  of 
“ the  eleftive  franchife,  and  the  eftablillied  conftitution  of  this  country,”  ten- 
dered their  lives  and  fortunes  to  fupport  the  happy  conftitution  as  eftablifhed 
at  the  Revolution  of  1688.  A very  great  majority  of  the  leading  fignatures 
affixed  to  thofe  refolutions,  were  thofe  of  men  either  high  in  the  government 
of  the  country,  or  enjoying  lucrative  places  under  it,  or  pofteffing  extenfive 
borough  intereft. 

The  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Louth,  with  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  at  their  head,  declared,  “ That  the  allowing  to  Roman  Catholics 
“ the  right  of  voting  for  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  or  admitting  them 
“ to  any  participation  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  was  incompatible 
“ with  the  fafety  of  the  Proteftant  eftabliihmcnt,  the  continuance  of  the  fuc- 

ceffion  to  the  crown  in  the  illuftrious  Iloufc  of  Hanover,  and  finally  tended 
“ to  lhakc,  if  not  deftroy,  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  on  the  conti- 
“ nuance  andinfeparability  of  which  depended  thehappinefs  and  profperity  of 
“ that  kingdom  ; that  they  would  oppofe  every  attempt  towards  fuch  a dan- 
“ gerous  innovation,  and  that  they  would  fupport  with  their  lives  and  for- 
“ tunes  the  prefent  conftitution,  and  the  fettlement  of  the  throne  on  his 
“ Majefty’s  Proteftant  Houfe.”  The  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Limerick 
charged  the  Catholic  Committee  with  an  intention  to  over-awe  the  legiflature, 
to  force  a repeal  of  the  penal  lav's,  and  to  create  a popifii  democracy  for  their 
government  and  dire6lion  in  purfuit  of  whatever  objects  might  be  holden  out 
to  them  by  turbulent  and  feditious  men.  They  then  inftrucled  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  Parliament,  “ At  all  events,  to  oppofe  any  propofition  which 
“ might  be  made  for  extending  to  Catholics  the  right  of  eledive  franchife  :” 
at  this  meeting  the  Chancellor  AV'as  prefent.  The  corporation  of  Dublin  in 
ftrong  terms  denied  the  competency  of  Parliament  to  extend  the  right  of 
franchife  to  the  Catholics,  which  they  called  “ alienating  their  moft  valua- 
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ble  Inlicritance and  roundly  afferted  againft  the  fadl,  tliat  “ the  laft  fef- 
“ lion  of  PaiTiainent  left  the  Roman  Catholics  in  no  Nvife  different  from  their 
“ Protedant  fcllow-fubjefts,  fave  only  in  the  exercife  of  political  power.” 

Some  of  the  grand  juries  indignantly  rejedled  the  propofals  made  to  them 
of  coming  to  any  refolutions  injurious  to  their  Catholic  brethren.  Agents 
had  been  employed  to  tamper  with  every  grand  jury  that  met  during  the  furn- 
mer  aflizes.  Nothing  could  tend  more  direftly  than  this  meafure  of  pre- 
engaging  the  fentiments  of  the  country  againft  three  millions  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, to  raife  and  foment  difcord  and  difunion  between  Proteftants  and  Ca- 
tholics. Counter-refolutions,  anfwers  and  replies,  addreffes  and  proteftations, 
were  publiflied  and  circulated  in  the  public  papers*  from  fome  grand  jury- 
men, and  from  many  different  bodies  of  Catholics ; feveral  bold  and  fevere 
publications  appeared  during  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  not  only  from  indi- 
viduals of  the  Catholic  body,  but  from  the  friends  of  their  caufe  amongftthe 
Proteftants.  It  is  fcarcely  queftionable  but  that  the  virulent  and  acrimonious 
oppofition  raifed  againft  the  Catholic  petition  for  a very  limited  participation 
of  the  eledlive  franchife,  enlivened  the  fenfe  of  their  grievances,  opened  their 
views,  and  united  their  energies  into  a common  effort  to  procure  a general 
repeal  of  the  whole  penal  code.  The  late  Earl  of  Clare,  IMr.  Fofter,  and  fome 
others,  who  were  generally  confidered  as  the  monopolizers  of  the  political 
power  of  the  ftate,  were  prominently  confpicuous  in  attending  the  meetings, 
at  which  fome  of  the  ftrongeft  refolutions  were  entered  into.  It  was  the  ge- 
neral conviclion  of  the  people,  that  all  the  grand  juries  throughout  the  nation 
had  been  packed,  to  extinguifli  even  in  embryo  the  Catholics’  hope  of  further 
emancipation.  Reflc61ion  aggravates  oppreffion  : and  the  removal  of  a tri- 
vial portion  of  an  overpowering  burden,  fo  far  from  relieving,  renders  the  op- 
preffed  more  fenfible  of  the  remaining  load. 

Of  all  the  publications  which  were  difperfed  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  none 
produced  a ftronger  impreflion  on  the  public  mind,  than  aDigeft  of  the  Popery 
Laws  made  by  IMr.  Simon  Butler,  the  Chairman  of  the  Society  of  the  United 
Iridimen,  vdiich  was  publilhed  by  order  of  that  fociety.  It  was  a very  cor- 

* The  columns  of  the  daily  newfpapers  were  filled  with  charges,  defences,  and  recriminations, 
which  fatally  proved  the  extenfive  influence  and  unwearied  exertions  of  that  part  of  Proteftant  Ire- 
land, which  was  in  polTeflion  of  the  political  power  and  its  attendant  fweets,  againft  three  millions 
and  a half  atleaft  of  their  countrymen.  Specimens  are  to  be  feen  in  Appendix,  No.  XC. 
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reel  analylls  of  thofe  laM'S  : it  confequently  brought  into  view  all  the  penal- 
ties and  difabilities,  to  which  the  body  remained  ftill  fubjecl,  after  the  puny 
relief  of  the  pompous  bill  of  Sir  Hercules  Langriflie,  It  M ould  be  unfair,  if 
the  hiftorian  MTie  to  reprefent  the  tranfaCtions  of  a particular  period  from 
confequences,  that  appeared  at  a diftant  interval  of  time,  and  the  fubfequeut 
fate  of  many  of  the  aftors  in  the  feenes.  It  is  his  dut}'  faithfully  to  reprefent 
them  as  they  really  paffed  at  the  time.  IMerit  and  demerit  can  only  attach 
from  previous  or  co-exifting-  circumftances ; not  from  the  pofthumous  ilfue 
engendered  in  tlie  M'omb  of  time  by  future  bafe  and  unavoM^ed  connections. 
It  M'as  not  becaufe  an  individual  M-as  guilty  of  treafon  in  the  year  1798,  that 
every  previous  act  or  tranfaclion,  in  M'hich  that  individual  M'as  concerned  for 
the  tM'enty,  ten,  or  five  preceding  years,  M'as  affected  M'ith  the  venom  of  his 
latter  crime.  Whatever  opinions  may  be  formed  of  the  motives,  vieMS,  and 
condu6l  of  particular  bodies  of  men  by  others,  it  is  firfi  requifite  to  know  at 
leaft  thofe,  M'hich  they  themfelves  profefs  and  fairly  avoM’.  A vindication  of 
the  conduct  and  principles  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  from  the  charges 
made  againft  them  by  certain  late  grand  juries,  and  other  intei'efted  bodies  in 
that  country,  M'as  publifiied  by  order  of  the  Committee.  * 

It 


* In  this  M'ork  they  furn  up  a recapitulation  of  the  grievances,  by  which  tliey  were  ftill  affefied  ; 
and  then  conclude  : “ Such  is  the  fituation  of  three  millions  of  good  and  faithful  fubjedts  in  their 
native  land  ! Excluded  from  every  truft,  power,  or  emolument  of  the  ftate,  civil  or  miiltarj'j  ex- 
cluded from  all  the  benefits  of  the  confiitution  in  all  its  parts  j excluded  from  all  corporate  rights, 
and  immunities;  expelled  from  grand  juries,  reftrained  in  petit  juries  ; excluded  from  every  di- 
rection, from  every  truft,  from  every  incorporated  fociety,  from  every  eftablilhment  occafional 
or  fixed,  inftituted  for  public  defence,  public  police,  public  morals,  or  public  convenience  ; from 
the  Bench,  from  the  Bank,  from  the  Exchange,  from  the  Univerfity,  from  the  College  of  Phyft- 
cians  ; from  what  are  they  not  excluded  ? There  is  no  inftitution,  which  the  wit  of  man  has  in- 
vented, or  the  progrefs  of  fociety  produced,  which  private  charity  or  public  munificence  has 
founded  for  the  advancement  of  education,  learning,  and  good  arts,  for  tlie  permanent  relief  of 
age,  infirmity,  or  misfortune,  for  the  fuperintendance  of  which,  and  all  cafes  where  common 
charity  would  permit,  from  the  enjoyment  of  which  tlie  legiflature  has  not  taken  care  to  exclude  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  Such  is  the  ftate,  which  the  corporation  of  Dublin  have  thought  proper  to  af- 
fert,  “ differs  in  no  rcfpeiT  from  that  of  the  Proteftants,  fave  only  in  die  exereife  of  political 
“ power and  the  hoft  of  grand  juries  confider  as  effential  to  the  exiftence  of  the  conftitution, 
“ to  die  permanency  of  the  connexion  with  England,  and  the  condnuation  of  the  throne  in  his 
Majefty’s  Royal  Houfe.”  A greater  libel  on  the  conftitution,  the  connexion  or  the  fucceffion, 
could  not  be  pronounced,  nor  one  more  pregnant  M'ith  dangerous  and  deftrudive  confequences,  than 
VoL.  II.  3 B this 
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It  Aras  matter  of  curious  fpeculation  to  refle6t  upon  the  bold  and  con- 
fident affurance,  M'ith  which  the  Catholics  now  reprefented  their  grievances, 

which 

this,  which  aflerts,  that  they  are  only  to  be  maintained  and  continued  by  the  flavery  and  oppreffion 
of  three  millions  of  good  and  loyal  fubjefts. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Committee  to  reply  to  thofe  objections  made  againft  theii 
prefent  proceedings  which  appear  to  have  any  weight In  the  firft  place,  it  is  alTerted  that  they 
are  “ a Popifli  Congrefs,  formed  for  the  purpofe  of  overawing  the  legitlature.”  Without  defcend- 
ing  to  obferve  on  the  invidious  appellation  of  “ a Popith  Congrefs,”  they  conlider  tlie  intention  to 
overawe  Parliament  as  tlie  fubftantial  part  of  the  charge.  Againft  the  truth  of  this  accufation  they 
do  moft  folemnly  proteft.  They  utterly  abjure,  difclaim,  and  renounce  the  holding  fuch  an  inten- 
tion j and  they  call  upon  their  enemies  to  point  out  the  word,  a6Iion,  or  publication  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  which  can,  before  rational  and  difpaflionate  minds,  be  conftrued  to  bear  fuch  an  abfurd 
and  wicked  import.  If  none  fuch  can  be  Ihewn,  if  the  condudt  of  the  Catholics  for  a century  paft 
has  been  uniformly  peaceable,  dutiful,  and  fubmiflive,  they  truft  their  views  and  motives  will  be 
fairly  judged  on  their  own  merits,  and  not  on  forced  conftruftions,  unwarranted  by  the  aftions,  and 
thus  folemnly  again  difclaimed  as  the  intention  of  the  Committee. 

“ They  are  charged  with  exciting  difcontent,  tumult,  and  fedition.  After  the  enumeration  of 
grievances,  under  which  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  labour,  it  is  attributing  too  much  to  this  Commit- 
tee, to  fay  that  they  are  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  difcontents.  As  to  tumult  and  fedition,  they  chal- 
lenge thofe,  who  make  the  aflertion  to  fliew  the  inftance.  Where  have  there  been  riots,  or  tumults, 
or  feditions,  which  can  in  the  moft  remote  degree  be  traced  to  the  proceedings  or  publications  of 
this  Committee  ? They  know  too  well  how  fatal  to  their  hopes  of  emancipation  any  thing  like  dif- 
turbance  muft  be.  Independent  of  the  danger  to  thofe  hopes,  it  is  more  peculiarly  their  intereft  to 
preferve  peace  and  good  order,  than  that  of  any  body  of  men  in  the  community.  They  have  a large 
ftake  in  the  country,  much  of  it  vefted  in  that  kind  of  property  which  is  moft  peculiarly  expofed  to 
danger  from  popular  tumult.  The  General  Committee  would  fuffer  more  by  one  week’s  difturb- 
ance  than  all  the  members  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

“ But  the  moft  complete  refutation  of  this  unjuft  charge  is  tire  very  meafure,  which  is  made  the 
pretence  for  bringing  it  forward.  When  the  humble  petition  already  recited  was  in  the  laft  fell'ion 
prefented  to  Parliament,  it  was  rejedted  with  circumftances  of  peculiar  difgrace  and  ignominy  ; 
and,  as  one  reafon  for  that  rejedlion,  it  was  infifted,  that  the  petitioners  did  not  fpeak  the  fenfe  of- 
the  Catholic  body ; it  therefore  became  neceflary  to  afcertain  what  the  fenfe  of  that  body  was,  and 
the  Committee  fubmit,  whether  a plan  for  colledling  the  general  fentiment  could  be  devifed  more 
quiet,  peaceable,  orderly,  and  efficacious,  than  fummoning  from  each  county  and  city  of  Ireland, 
the  moft  refpedtable  and  intelligent  gentlemen,  who,  from  their  fituation  and  connexions,  beft  knew 
the  withes  of  their  countr)’men,  and  from  their  property  muft  be  moft  defirous  and  moft  capable  of 
fecuring  tranquillity  and  good  order.  But  in  a cafe  like  the  prefent,  there  is  no  argument  fo  power- 
ful as  the  fadt.  The  choice  of  the  Catholics  has  been  univerfally  made  without  a tingle  inftance  of 
irregularity  or  diforder.  There  is  more  riot  and  diflurbaiice  in  one  day  at  a contefled  eledlion  for  a 
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which  feme  few  years  before  they  had  fcarcely  dared  to  mention  or  allude 
to.* 

The  Catholic  committee  became  obnoxious  to  government  in  proportion 
to  the  fympathy  and  connexion,  which  it  was  fuppofed  exifted  between  them 
and  the  Society  of  United  Irilbmen  and  other  political  clubs  which  then  ex- 
ifted for  promoting  civil  freedom.  In  fact  feveral  of  their  leading  members 
took  public  occafions  of  expreffing  the  gratitude,  which  the  Catholics  felt 
for  the  liberal  and  warm  exertions  of  thole  focieties  in  their  favor.  On  the 

common  potwalloping  borough,  than  occurred  in  chufing  delegates  to  the  comnaittee  from  the  thirty- 
two  counties,  and  every  great  city  of  this  kingdom.” 

* Soon  after  the  rejedion  of  the  committee’s  petition  to  parliament,  it  was  publilhed  with  a 
very  ftrong  preface,  little  calculated  to  footh  the  minds  of  thofe  who  chiefly  oppofed  it  in  parlia- 
ment. In  that  preface,  this  language  is  holden. 

“ The  original  intention  was,  that  the  petition  fliould  have  been  prefented  the  firft  day  of  the  fef- 
fion.  At  that  time  nothing  had  yet  appeared  of  that  ftrong  exprellion  of  opinion,  which  thofe  who 
delight  in  figurative  modes  of  fpeech,  would  call  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe.  The  happy  arts,  by 
which  the  minds  of  men  have  been  filled  with  alarm  and  confufion  had  not  been  extended  beyond 
the  conftituent  part  of  the  Proteftant  commons.  No  advantage  had  been  gained  againft  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  any  other  place.  No  man  had  yet  made  a forced  march — to  pre-occupy  the  ground— 
to  feize  upon  the  meafure — in  order,  as  it  were,  on  the  poft  and  citadel  of  relief,  to  open  a battery 
upon  the  Roman  Catholics.  In  appearance  to  flabber  them  over  with  the  grofs  and  filthy  flaver  of 
a canting  fimulated  affection,  but  in  reality  to  corrode  their  fame  with  the  venom  of  flanderous  af- 
perfion — to  play  faft  and  loofe  with  names  and  things — to  trick  out  a vain  and  fpurious  image  of 
departed  ariftocracy  5 to  call  it  the  real  Catholics ; and  (with  a ftrange  mixture  of  abfurdity  and 
impudence)  to  refufe  their  name  to  the  people  themfelves — to  damn  the  deluded  few  with  fraudu- 
lent praife — to  brand  the  guiltlefs  many  with  falfe  imputation — to  hold  out  to  the  Proteftant  mind 
delufive  fecurities,  to  refufe  real  fears — in  one  hand  to  carry  liberality,  toleration,  grace  and  favor; 
and  with  the  other,  to  fcatter  divifion,  diftraftion,  fufpicion,  and  difeontent.  Such  is  the  epitome 
of  the  game  which  has  been  played  againft  the  Catholics.  It  was  a thing  to  be  defired,  that  if  pof* 
fible,  they  fliould  have  anticipated  by  the  promptitude  of  their  movements,  this  complicated  involu- 
tion of  hoftile  manoeuvre.  ITiat  not  being  the  cafe,  the  enemies  of  the  Catholics  (and  therefore  the 
enemies  of  their  country)  have  gained  a momentary  advantage — but  one  which  may  end  in  their 
lhamc  and  confufion. 

“ To  develope  this  whole  myftery  of  criminal  folly,  unravel  the  perplexed  labyrinth  of  paflion,  ab- 
furdity and  fraud,  through  which  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  wind  the  queftion  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  will  be  the  talk  of  a leifure  hour.  Many  are  the  paths  that  lead  to  death,  and  many  are 
the  ways,  by  which  a kingdom  may  be  brought  to  the  ground.  Amongft  thefe  not  the  leaft  effec- 
tual is,  in  a great  national  crifis— the  fubftitution  of  a low-  craft,  the  little  tricks  of  ftate,  the  miierable 
equivocation  of  double  politics,  in  the  room  of  true  policy;  that  is  to  fay,  the  generous  manly  deci- 
fions  of  honor,  truth,  and  juftice.” 

23  d 
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23d  of  March,  1 79^,  in  a debate  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Keogh  faid,  that  for 
a late  publication,  (the  digeft  of  the  Popery  laws),  the  United  Irifhmen  and 
their  refpcdlable  chairman,  Mr.*- Simon  Butler,  demanded  their  warmeft  gra- 
titude. It  was  natural  for  perfons  ftaggering  under  opprelfion  cordially  to 
grafp  every  hand,  that  hekhhut  relief.  Amidft  the^  variety  of  thefe  political 
focieties,  there  were  few  that  admitted  Catholics  amongft  them.  The  Whig 
Club  would  not  even  permit  the  Catholic  queftion  to  be  agitated  amongft 
them.*  Had  it  been  true,  as  it  is  fafliionable  with  the  traducers  of  the  Irifh 
nation  to  aftert,  that  there  was  as  much  treafon  in  Dublin  in  1792,  as  in  the 

* In  November,  1792,  at  a meeting  of  the  Whig  Club,  Mr.  Huband  obferved,  that  in  that  cri- 
tical period  it  became  neceffary  for  them  to  remember,  that  they  were  looked  up  to  as  the  leaders  of 
the  nation,  as  an  afl'ociation  in  which  tlie  rank,  the  property,  and  the  talents  of  the  kingdom  were 
concentrated.  A queftion  of  fuperior  magnitude  was  never  agitated  by  the  community,  and  was  at 
the  next  feffion  to  be  agitated  in  parliament,  he  meant  the  Catholic  queftion ; a queftion  which  ul- 
timately was  to  decide  whether  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  were  ever  to  be  worthy  of  the  name 
of  a people  or  not.^  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  fenfe  of  the  meeting  would  be  taken  as  to  what 
line  of  condudt  they  would  adopt  in  parliament  next  winter. 

Some  gentlemen  decidedly  aflerted,  that  they  did  not  think  the  Catholic  queftion  ought  to  be 
mentioned  or  difcufted  in  the  AVhig  Club.  They  were  averfe  to  their  having  any  concern  in  it, 
and  one  went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  if  it  were  admitted  to  be  debated  in  that  fociety,  he  would  with 
his  own  hand  ftrike  his  namq  out  of  the  lift  of  the  members. 

On  which  Mr.  A.  Ham.  Rowan  obferved,  that  he  would  be  as  tenacious  as  any  other  gentleman, 
of  remaining  in  any  fociety  where  improper  fubjedls  were  propofed  for  difcuftion  5 but  that  for  his 
part,  he  would  not  hefitate  to  ftrip  off  his  Whig  Club  uniform,  and  throw  it  to  the  waiter,  if  the 
Catholic  queftion  were  deemed  an  unfit  fubjeft  for  their  difcuftion. 

Mr.  W.  Browne  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  purpofe  of  their  affociation.  They 
placed  themfelves  in  tlie  front  of  the  public  caufe,  to  further  it,  not  to  ftop  its  further  progrefsj  the 
fecond  principle  of  their  declaration  was,  a folemn  engagement  to  fupport  the  rights  of  the  people, 
&c.  Who,  faid  he,  are  the  people?  I dare  any  gentleman  to  name  the  people  of  Ireland  without 
including  the  Roman  Catholics.  What!  is  it  a queftion,  fliall  three  millions  of  Iriftrmen  continue 
flaves  or  obtain  their  freedom ! Is  it  a queftion  to  be  deferted  by  men  profeffing  patriotifm,  pro- 
fefTing  to  redrefs  the  public  opprelfion,  pledged  to  ftand  togetlier  in  defence  of  their  country’s  liber- 
ties ? No;  it  is  not. 

To  defert  the  caufe  of  the  Catholics,  would  be  to  defert  the  principles  of  their  inftitution,  it 
would  be  to  deferve  the  calumny  thrown  againft  them  by  their  enemies,  that  they  were  an  oppofi- 
tion  ftruggling  for  power,  not  a band  of  patriots  for  the  public  weal;  it  would  rob  their  names  of 
honour,  their  rank  and  wealth  of  confequence,  and  it  would  finally  fink  them  from  a ftation  of  pa- 
litical  Importance,  down  to  the  obfeurity  and  infignificance  of  an  interefted  and  impotent  party. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  whether  the  Catholic  queftion  fiiould  be  taken  into  confideration  or 
not  on  Weduefday  fortnight,  it  was  negatived  on  a divifion  by  thirteen. 
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year  1798,  and  that  thefe  political  clubs  or  focieties  were  the  hot-beds  of  re- 
bellion, it  would  be  an  high,  though  unintended  compliment  to  the  Catho- 
lics, who  w’ere  generally  excluded  from  them. 

To  fuch  alarming  excefles  had  the  French  revolution  now  been  puflied, 
that  every  fymptom  of  fympathizing  with  that  caufe,  became  in  the  eyes  of 
government,  a crime  little  Ihort  of  treafon.  Early  in  the  fpring,  the  in- 
tended celebration  of  the  anniverfary  of  the  French  Revolution  at  Belfaft  on 
the  14th  of  July,  was  announced  in  the  public  prints,  and  all  the  volunteers  of 
the  province  of  Ulfter  were  invited  to  aflift  at  it.  Mr.  Tone  fent  dowui  to  Bel- 
faft,  by  order  of  the  Society  of  the  United  Irilhmen  of  Dublin,  fome  refoluti- 
ons,  they  had  lately  entered  into,  the  general  purport  of  which  was  a complete 
internal  union  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  refift  the  weight  of  Engliih  in- 
fluence. They  w^ere  to  be  communicated  to  them  on  the  day  of  their  meeting, 
in  the  hopes  of  their  adopting  them.  The  commemoration  was  celebrated  with 
great  pomp  and  fplendor : feveral  emblematic  figures  and  reprefen tations  were 
exibited  with  infcriptions  appropriate  to  the  occafion.']'  As  fome  very  warm 
refolutions  had  been  heretofore  entered  into  by  the  northern  volunteers  in 
favor  of  Catholic  emancipation,  and  the  great  (indeed  the  only  oftenfible) 
principle  of  the  different  focieties  of  United  Iriflimen,  w'as  the  affe61ion  and 
union  of  Iriflimen  of  every  religious  denomination,  the  Catholics  confidered 
this  general  affemblage  of  the  Proteftants  of  the  north,  as  a favorable  op- 
portunity of  engaging  them  more  deeply  and  zealoufly  in  their  caufe;  they 
fent  dow'ii  about  a dozen  difcreet  perfons  to  Belfaft  in  order  to  keep  up  and 
encourage  the  union  with  the  Proteftants  of  the  north.  They  valued  the 
liberality  of  the  prefent  generation  the  more,  by  how  much  the  Catholic  caufe 
had  heretofore  fuffered  from  the  rancour  of  their  anceftors.  When  the  pro- 
ceflion  was  over,  the  volunteers,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
affembled  in  the  Linen-hall  and  entered  upon  the  difcuffion  of  politics.  The 
principal  fubjefts  were  parliamentary  reform  and  Catholic  emancipation  : in 

* On  a group  of  figures  drawn  by  horfes  was  the  following  infcription.  *■'  The  releafement  of 
''  the  prifoners  from  the  Baftile.”  On  the  reverfe,  there  was  a figure  of  " Hibernia,  with  one 
“ hand  and  foot  in  (hackles,  and  a volunteer  prefenting  to  her  a figure  of  Liberty.”  The  following 
motto  was  infcribed  on  another;  " Our  Gallic  brethren  were  born  July  I4th,  1789  ; alas  ! we  are 
“ fiill  in  embryo.”  On  the  reverfe,  " Superftitious  jealoufy,  the  caufe  of  the  Irifli  Bad  ile : Let  us 
” unite  and  deftroy  it.”  Among  them  appeared  the  portrait  of  Dodor  Franklin,  with  this  motto. 

Where  liberty  is,  there  is  my  country.” 
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favor  of  both  of  which  queftions  they  entered  into  hrong  refolutions.  They 
then  voted  an  addrefs  to  the  national  affembly  of  France,  and  another  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  It  was  not  in  nature,  that  three  millions  of  the  people 
lliould  remain  paffive  and  unmoved,  whilft  the  fourth  million,  which  made  up 
the  population  of  that  kingdom,  was  in  the  height  of  a political  fever.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  Catholic  more  than  in  the  Proteftant  religion,  to  prevent  a 
diverfity  of  fentiment  upon  lawful  political  opinions.  And  although  a com- 
mon caufe  of  futferance  may  be  generally  fuppofed  to  unite  the  individuals  of 
a body,  yet  in  truth  there  feldom  has  exifted  fo  large  a portion  of  mankind 
lefs  united  than  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  penal  code  made  them  indeed 
a body  apart,  but  it  neceflarily  fcattered  amongft  them  the  feeds  of  difeord 
and  difunion,  which  might  have  been  no  lecondary  motive  in  the  framing  of 
the  ferocious  and  unnatural  code  of  laAvs  againft  them.  For  it  is  a fatal 
truth,  that  the  iVIachiavelian  policy  divide  et  hnpera  was  too  conftantl}’  brought 
to  bear  upon  that  devoted  kingdom,  as  long  as  it  was  conlidered  a divided 
and  fubordinate  country:  and  fuch  would  it  have  ever  continued  to  be 
deemed  unlefs  united  to  the  head  of  the  empire. 

The  Catholic  committee  had  in  February,  1702,  publilhed,  as  has  been 
before  obferved,  an  addrefs  to  their  Proteftant  brethren,  and  the  public  in 
general,  refpe6ling  the  calumnies  and  mifreprefentations  fo  induftrioully  cir- 
culated wdth  regard  to  their  principles  and  conduct;  to  which  they  added  the 
former  opinions  of  five  Catholic  univerfities  upon  certain  tenets  ufually  im- 
puted to  Roman  Catholics  by  the  Proteftants  of  that  country.*  They  were 
procured  at  the  defire  of  Mr.  Pitt,  before  the  bill  was  palled  in  favour  of  the 
Roman  Catliolics  of  England. 

Ily  this  publication,  they  conceived  they  had  removed  every  reafonable 
obje6tion  on  the  fcore  of  religious  opinion.  Yet,  after  the  fevere  fummer 
campaign,  in  'which  they  had  to  encounter  lb  much  obloquy  and  imputation 
from  grand  juries,  and  other  meelings  of  Proteftants,  who  had  been  packed 
and  ftimulated  to  this  end  by  the  chancellor,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  fome  other  lharers  in  the  monopoly  of  the  civil  power  of  the 
ftate ; they  found  it  necelfary  allb  to  remove  or  prevent  frclli  prejudices, 
which  were  attempted  to  be  raifed  againft  their  civil  conduft  in  applying  for 
Tcdrefs  of  grievances.  On  the  13th  of  September,  1792,  at  a meeting  of  the 

The  queries  and  anfwers  are  to  be  feeii  in, the  Appendix,  No.  XCI. 
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fub-committee  of  the  Catholics,  they  came  to  the  following  rcfolutions : 
“ That  having  feen,  with  great  concern,  a variety  of  publications,  cenfuring 
“ the  circular  letter  lately  ifiuecl  by  them,  faid  to  be  figiied  Edward  Byrne, 
“ and  erroneoufly  ftated  to  be  illegal  and  unconftitutional,  had  thought  it 
“ their  duty  to  fubmitthat  letter  to  the  infpedtion  of  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler, 
“ and  Beresford  Burfton,  Efq.  two  gentlemen  of  the  frft  eminence  in  the 
“ profeffion,  and  who  had  the  honour  to  be  of  his  majefty's  council.” 

In  the  courfe  of  a very  few  days,  the  cafe  laid  before  thofe  two  gentlemen, 
with  their  opinions  upon  it,  were  publilhed  and  circulated  with  all  poffible 
induftry.*  Upon  the  ftrength  of  thefe  opinions,  -the  Catholics  proceeded 
in  their  plan  of  chufmg  delegates  for  each  diftricl  throughout  the  kingdom: 
the  eleftions  were  completed  with  the  utmoft  celerity,  and  without  the 
fhadow  of  didurbance.  The  firft  meeting  of  thofe  delegates  was  holden  in 
Taylor’s  hall,  Dublin,  on  the  2d  of  December,  179‘2-  The  confidence,  with 
which  the  Catholics  now  looked  up  to  their  emancipation,  brought  them  fre- 
quently together  ; and  befide  the  committee  of  delegates,  other  colle6tions  of 
them"  occafionally  met  to  confult  upon  the  meafures  to  be  purfued  towards 
attaining  their  great  object  of  liberation.  From  the  publication  of  their  pro- 
ceedings their  fpirit  and  feeling  on  that  great  and  critical  occafion  are  fuffi- 
ciently  manifeft.  In  the  attainment  of  this  object  they  naturally  confidered 
thofe  only  as  their  enemies,  who  oppofcd  their  efforts,  and  by  the  common 
workings  of  nature  were  cordial  and  grateful  to  every  fin  cere  co-operator 
with  them  in  the  Avork  of  emancipation.  On  the  3 lit  of  October,  1792,  the 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dublin  Avere  con\'ened  by  public  fummons 
in  the  Exhibition  room,  in  Exchequer-fireet.  The  principal  and  immediate 
occafion  of  this  meeting  Avas  a poft  meeting  of  the  lord  mayor,  fheriffs,  com- 
mons, and  citizens  of  Dublin,  at  the  Exhibition  houfe,  in  William-ftreet,  on 
the  11th  of  September,  purfuant  to  requifition  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into 
confideration  the  letter  circulated  and  ligned  Edzccn'd  Byrne',  at  Avhich  they 
came  to  an  unanimous  refolution,  that  a letter  upon  the  fubjedt  fiiould  be  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland. f This  letter  Avas  highly  offenfive  to  the 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  Avho  AAcre  not  admitted  to  the  poll 
meeting:  it  Avas  read  from  a public  print,  and  a committee  of  eight  gentle- 

* They  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XCII. 

f This  letter  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XCIII. 
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men*  "was  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  it,  which  iliould  be  piiblitlied  as 
the  unanimous  act  of  that  meeting.  In  the  mean  time  they  embraced  that 
opportunity  of  repeating  their  thanks  to  the  illuftrious  characters  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  who  had  nobly  flood  forward  in  fupport  of  their  eman- 
cipation, and  the  right  of  the  fubject  to  petition  for  redrefs  of  grievances. 
They  alfo  declared,  that  their  warmeft  gratitude  was  due,  and  thereby  re- 
fpeCtfully  given  to  their  countrymen  the  citizens  of  Bclfaft,  for  their  uniform 
and  manly  exertions  in  fupport  of  their  caufe,  and  for  the  example  of  libe- 
rality and  g'enuine  public  fpirit,  which  they  had  thereby  tliewn  to  the  king- 
dom at  large.  They  alfo  thanked  the  different  volunteer  corps  lately  reviewed 
at  Belfaft ; the  Proteftant  freeholders  of  Cork ; the  different  gentlemen,  vdio 
at  grand  jury  and  county  meetings,  had  fupported  their  caufe;  and  all  other 
amongft  their  Proteftant  brethren,  who  had  manifefted  a wifli  for  their  eman- 
cipation : and  their  chairman  (Mr.  Braughall)  v’as  ordered  to  tranfmit  co- 
pies of  that  day’s  proceedings  to  the  chairman  of  the  town-meeting  at  BelfafI, 
the  chairmen  of  the  different  focicties  of  United  Iriflimen;  the  different  re- 
viewing officers  in  Ulfter,  and  the  other  diftinguiflied  characters,  who  had  in- 
terefted  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  Catholic  emancipation. 

Thefc  expreffions -of  gratitude  from  any  of  the  Catholics  to  the  Proteftant 
fupporters  and  friends  of  their  caufe,  v’ere  highly  difpleafing  to  government; 
and  the  real  enemies  to  the  Catholics  were  indefatigable  in  attempting  to 
identify  the  caufe  of  Catholic  emancipation  Avith  that  of  French  democracy 
and  Irilh  treafon.  Several  circumftanccs  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
which  tended  to  affix  a ftigma  beyond  difaffeCfion  to  fome  of  the  political 
focieties  and  military  corps.  The  national  guard,  a new  military  body,  Avas  - 
this  year  arrayed  and  difeiplined  in  Dublin.  They  Avore  green  unifonns, 
Avith  buttons  engaaved  with  a harp,  under  a cap  of  liberty,  inftead  of  a croAvn. 
Their  leaders  Avere  A.  H.  RoAvan  and  James  Napper  Tandy  ; they  affeCted  to 
addrefs  each  other  by  the  appellation  of  citizen,  in  imitation  of  the  French. 
This  corps  Avas  in  high  favour  Avith  the  populace,  and  Avere  ahvays  cordially 
greeted  as  they  appeared  in  the  ftreet  or  on  parade.  Government  really  felt 
alarm  : a general  infurrection  Avas  appi  ehended  : they  pretended  to  hai'e  in- 
formation of  the  particular  nights  fixed  for  that  purpofe.  The  magiftrates 
by  orders  of  goA  crnment  patrolled  the  fireets  Avith  bodies  of  horfe  each  night. 

* Viz.  Randall  M'Donald,  John  Keogh,  Hugh  Hamill,  Edward  Byrne,  Thomas  Ryan,  Thomas 
Warren,  Charles  Ryan,  and  John  Ball.  The  anfwer,  in  form  of  a declaration,  Is  to  be  fecn  in  tlie 
Appendix,  No.  XCIV.  ’ ' ^ 
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It  was  given  out  from  the  Caftle,  that  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  poft-oihce,  and 
tlie  gaol,  were  the  firft  places  to  be  attacked ; and  that  the  fignal  for  rifing 
was  to  have  been  the  pulling  down  of  the  ftatue  of  King  William  in  College- 
green  with  ropes.  iMany  other  falfe  rumours  of  confpiracies  and  aflaffina- 
tions  were  let  afloat.  In  the  mean  while,  the  national  guards,  and  all  the 
volunteer  corps  of  Dublin,  were  fummoned,  to  alfemble  on  Sunday,  the  Qth 
■of  December,  1792,  to  celebrate  the  victory  of  the  Freneh,  and  the  triumph 
of  univeiTal  liberty.  The  fummons  began  .with  an  affectation  of  Gallicifm, 
“ Citizen  Soldier:'  However,  the  meeting  itfelf,  and  Avhatever  mifehief  had 
been  intended,  was  prevented  ; and  government  ilfued  a proelaination  on  the 
8th  of  December,  againlt  their  aflembling.  The  national  guards  did  not 
alfemble;  and  the  only  perfons  who  appeared  on  parade  were,  A.  H.  Rowan, 
J.  N.  Tandy,  and  Carey  the  printer. 

Amongft  other  events  of  the  year  1792,  that  tended  to  inflame  the  public 
mind,  Avere  the  growth  and  extenfion  of  Defenderifm.  As  the  Defenders 
Avere  generally  Catholics,  it  then  Avas  and  has  fmee  been  the  theme  of  the 
enemies  to  the  Catholics,  to  connect  the  caufe  of  Catholic  emancipation  Avith 
the  caufe  and  outrages  of  thofe  laAvlefs  mifereants.  Until  that  time  they  had 
not 'appeared  beyond  the  counties  of  Armagh  and  Louth  : noAv  they  fuddenly 
appeared  in  bodies  in  the  county  of  IVIeath,  particularly  in  thofe  parts  Avhich 
adjoin  to  CaA'an.  There,  and  in  the  adjacent  parts  of  CaAnn,  there  refided 
numerous  tribes  of  Prelbyterians,  called  by  the  common  people  Scots.  Be- 
tAveen  thefe,  and  the  lower  order  of  Catholics,  there  had  prevailed  for  many 
3'ears  an  hereditary  animofity  ; aud  it  is  hard  to  fay  on  Avhich  fide  ignorance 
and  religious  prejudices  preponderated.  The  Defenders  on  this  occafion  Avere 
the  aggrelfors ; their  plan  Aeas  to  procure  arms,  and  to  deprive  all  thofe  of 
amis,  Avho  Avere  not  engaged  in  their  caufe.  They  began  Avith  the  Prelby- 
terians,  and  not  in  the  molt  courteous  manner.* 

The  Scots  took  the  alarm  ; their  brethren  of  the  County  of  Cavan  joined; 
and  they  foon  appeared  in  force,  more  formidable  by  their  knoAvledge  of  the 
nfe  of  arms,  than  by  their  numbers.  They  Ai'ere  encouraged  and  headed  by 
magiftrates,  clergymen,  and  attornies.  Their  fury  againlt  thefe  aggreflbrs, 
Avho  Avere  molily  Catholics,  fell  indiferiminately  againlt  all  of  that  perfuafion. 
The  Defenders,  Avho  hitherto  had  a6ted  only  by  night,  noAv  ATntured  to 
appear  in  open  day.  They  aflembled  to  the  number  of  about  an  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  fome  Avith  fire  arms,  and  the  reft  Avith  fuch  AV'eapons  as  they 
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could  procure,  near  Petersville,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Tucker,  a moderate  and  hu- 
mane  man.  Their  avowed  intention  was  to  refcue  fome  of  their  party,  who 
had  been  detained  as  prifoners  by  the  Scots  in  the  little  town  of  Bailebo- 
rough  : but  on  receiving  intelligence  that  the  Scots  were  marching  into  that 
neighbourhood,  they  altered  their  plan,  and  refolved  to  meet  their  old  ene- 
mies. The  Scots  were  accompanied  with  a party  of  the  military,  all  under 
the  di region  of  magiftrates.  On  their  approach  the  Defenders  took  advan- 
tage of  a wall,  and  lay  in  ambufh  : but  notwithflanding  this  advantage,  they 
did  no  execution ; fome  of  them  difcharged  their  pieces  very  aukwardly ; 
and  on  the  firft  fire  from  the  military  and  Scots,  they  fled  with  precipitation. 
Such  of  them  as  were  moft  clofely  purfued,  fought  fhelter  in  the  houfe  of  JVIr. 
Tucker;  and  fome  of  that  gentleman’s  innocent  labourers,  terrified  by  what 
they  were  only  fpeftators  of,  took  refuge  in  the  fame  place.  The  houfe  was 
foon  entered : innocent  and  guilty  were  dragged  from  their  hiding  places,  and 
butchered  in  cold  blood,  with  circumfiances  of  barbarous  cruelty.  It  isjuf- 
tice  to  fay,  that  the  military  behaved  on  this  occafion  with  as  much  humanity 
as  gallantry.  Some  of  the  Peep  of  Day  Boys,  flufiied  with  thefe  outrageous 
guilders,  fantlioned  by  the  prefence  of  magiftrates,  on  their  return  to  Kells, 
moft  wantonly  fhot  an  innocent  traveller  on  the  road.  After  this  exploit,  they 
over-run  the  country,  pillaged,  plundered,  burned,  without  requiring  any  mark 
of  guilt  but  religion : and  their  proceedings,  if  not  encouraged,  were  at  leaft 
connived  at ; until  the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  by  his  authority,  reftrained  thofe  of 
the  county  of  Cavan  ; and  their  brethren  of  IMeath,  finding  themfelves  aban- 
doned by  thofe,  who  formed  the  greateft  ftrength  of  the  party,  foon  became 
alfo  quiet.  Thus  was  the  progrefs  of  the  Defenders  efPedually  flopped  on 
that  fide ; but  their  caufe  was  entirely  ruined  in  the  barony  of  Kells.  The 
Catholics,  though  openly  and  avowedly  pointed  at  during  thofe  tranfac- 
tions,  never  complained  of  the  outrages  of  the  Scots,  left  even  their  complaints 
might  feem  to  encourage  the  unprincipled  wretches,  who  had  difturbed  the 
peace  of  the  country. 

The  multiplication  of  political  focieties  in  Ireland  was  an  unequivocal 
fymptom  of  the  malignancy  of  the  fever  in  M’hich  the  public  mind  was  at  this 
time  kept.  Befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  there  had  been  recently  infti- 
tuted  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Conftitution,  Liberty,  and  Peace.* 

* Of  this  even  the  great  libeller  of  his  country  admits,  that  there  were  many  men  of  principle 
and  good  fortunes,  who  wiflied  for  nothing  but  a Ample  reform  of  parliament,  were  members  of  it, 

but 
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The  Duke  of  Leinfter,  and  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  oppofition,  were 
members. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Catholic  convention  having  been  convened  in  Dublin 
met  in  Tailor’s  Hall  in  Back-lane,  and  frequently  affembled : they  were  called 
in  derifion  the  Back-lane  Parliament.  Several  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
former  committee  had  like  other  of  their  countrymen  caught  the  general 
flame  of  liberty,  and  profeffed  themfelves  as  anxious  for  carrying  the  great 
national  objedl  of  parliamentary  reform  through  all  its  branches,  as  they  were 
for  their  own  emancipation : and  it  was  for  a time  doubted,  whether  they 
fliould  addrefs  the  parliament,  as  Roman  Catholics  or  as  Irilhmen.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  fummer  a reconciliation  or  coalition  had  been  generally  effe6ted 
between  the  committee  and  feveral  of  the  fixty-four  addreflers.  Convinced, 
that  his  majefty’s  minifters  in  England  were  difpofed  to  favor  their  pretenfions, 


but  did  not  know  the  latent  defigns  of  the  rebels.  The  fpirit  of  this  affociation  will  appear  from 
their  declaration,  which  every  member  was  obliged  to  fubferibe : and  which  with  an  impreffive 
addrefs  to  the  public  upon  the  neceffity  of  checking  the  efforts  of  government  to  undermine  tlie 
conftitution,  were  agreed  to,  whilft  the  Duke  of  Leinfter  was  in  the  chair,  on  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1792. 

DECLARATION. 

I SOLEMNLY  promife  and  declare,  that  I will,  by  all  lawful  means,  promote  a radical 
and  effedtual  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament,  including  perfons  of  all 
religious  pei'fuaftons  j and  that  I will  unceafingly  purfue  that  obje6t  until  it  lhall  have  been  une- 
quivocally  obtained  : and,  fet  ioufly  apprehending  the  dangerous  confequences  of  certain  levelling 
tenets,  and  feditious  principles,  which  have  lately  been  ditfeminated,  I do  further  declare,  that  I 
will  refift  all  attempts  to  introduce  any  new  form  of  government  into  this  country,  or  in  any 
manner  to  fubvert  or  impair  our  conftitution,  confifting  of  king,  lords  and  commons.” 

They  alfo  pubfilhed  the  following  refolutions  : — “ That  this  fociety,  confeious  of  its  good  in- 
“ tentions,  but  diffident  of  its  ability  to  judge  of  the  beft  means  of  attaining  an  object  of  fuch  mag- 
" nitude  and  difficulty,  as  that  which  it  has  been  propofed,  deems  it  eflential  to  that  objeft,  and 
" therefore  refpedfully  recommends  that  fimilar  aflbeiations  ffiould  be  formed  in  every  county  and 
" principal  town  throughout  the  kingdom.  With  fuch  aflbeiations,  and  with  every  individual 
" friend  to  the  conftitution,  liberty,  and  peace  in  thefe  kingdoms,  this  fociety  will  be  happy  to  com- 
" municate,  and  will  thankfully  receive  every  fpecies  of  information  concerning  fa6ts,  or  even 
hints,  concerning  plans  and  principles  which  may  aflift  in  deciding  on  matters  either  of  propriety 
“ or  expediency.  Such  materials  the  fociety  will  deem  it  a duty  to  arrange  and  digeft  j and  as  it 
Ih.ill  be  enabled  to  feleft,  or  to  form  a plan  of  reprefentation,  which  may  appear  worthy  the  at- 
tention  of  the  public,  it  will,  with  the  utmoft  deference,  lay  fuch  plan  before  the  people  of  Ire- 
" land,  for  their  confideration  and  correction,  previous  to  its  being  fubmitted  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
legiflature.” 
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it  was  found  political  in  the  body  to  act  in  concert;  and  to  this  accommo- 
dating difpofition  and  defire  of  internal  union,  is  to  be  attributed  the  modera- 
tion of  the  public  a6ls  of  that  convention.  They  framed  a petition*  to  the 
king,  which  was  affirm  though  modeft  reprefentation  of  their  grievances:  it 
was  figned  by  Dr.  Troy  and  Dr.  Moylan  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the 
other  Roman  Catholic  prelates  and  clergy  of  Ireland,  and  by  the  feveral  dele- 
gates for  the  different  diftridls,  which  they  refpedively  reprefented.  They 
then  proceeded  to  chufe  five  delegates  to  prefent  it  to  his  majefiy ; the  choice 
fell  upon  Sir  Thomas  French,  IMr.  Byrne,  IMr.  Keogh,  Mr.  Devereux,  and 
Mr.  Bellew.  Thefe  gentlemen  Avent  by  fliort  feas:  in  their  road  to  Donnag- 
hadee  they  pafi;  through  Belfaft  in  the  morning,  and  fome  of  the  moft  re- 
fpedlable  inhabitants  Avaited  upon  them  at  the  Donegal  Arms,  Avhere  they 
remained  about  two  hours:  upon  their  departure,  the  populace  took  their 
liorfes  from  their  carriages  and  dragged  them  through  the  tOAvn  amidft  the 
liv’eliefi;  Ihouts  of  joy  and  Avifiies  for  their  fuccefs.  The  delegates  returned  thefe 
expreffiohs  of  affe6lion  and  fympathy,  by  the  moft  grateful  acknoAvledginents 
and  affurances  of  their  determination  to  maintain  that  union,  which  formed 
the  ftrength  of  Ireland.  On  the  2d  of  January,  1793,  the  gentlemen  dele- 
gated by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  attended  the  levee  at  St.  James’s,  Avere  in- 
troduced to  his  majefty  by  ]\Ir.  Dundas,  fecretary  of  fttate  for  the  home 
department,  and  had  the  honor  of  prefenting  their  humble  petition  to  his 
majefty,  aaLoavus  pleafed  moft  gracioufly  to  receive  it.  Without  lofs  of  time 
they  retuned  to  Dublin  the  Avelcome  heralds  of  the  benign  countenance  and 
reception  they  had  received  from  the  father  of  his  people. 

Since  Ireland  had  gained  a conftitution,  no  j^ear  Avas  fo  pregnant  with  great 
events  to  that  kingdom  as  the  year  1793.  The  parliament  met  on  the  10th 
of  January,  and  as  the  feflion:  AvJiich  lafted  to  the  l6th  of  Auguft,  Avas  moft 
interefting  and  important,  it  Avill  be  proper  to  prepare  the  reader  for  the  effects 
of  that  feffion  by  fubmitting  to  him  the  faithful  and  authentic  account  of 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  at  the  time  of  its  opening.  So  alarming  did  the  ftate 
of  the  nation  appear  to  the  lords,  that  A'ery  early  in  thefeftion  they  appointed 
a fecret  committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  diforders  and  difturbances, 
AV’hieh  preA’ailed  in  feA^eral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  prcA^ent  their  extenfion, 

* This  petition  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XCV.  with  a lift  of  the  names  of  the  delegates 
who  figned  it. 

, and 
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and  report  the  refult  of  their  enquiries  to  that  houfe : their  report  was  : that, 
the  people  at  that  time  called  defenders  * were  very  different  from  thofe  who 

had 


* The  purport  of  this  report  feems  calculated  to  imprefs  the  reader  with  an  idea  that  the  col- 
lections made  by  the  Catholics  at  the  defire  of  their  committee,  were,  if  not  intended,  at  leaft  in  part 
applied  to  the  fupport,  encouragement,  or  defence  of  thefe  lawlefs  banditti.  The  following  pro- 
ceeding of  that  committee  was  publiflied  with  a view  to  counteract  that  effeCt,  and  lliews  the  actual 
levy  as  well  as  the  application  of  the  money. 

That  a committee  of  fix  be  appointed  to  infpeCt  and  examine  our  accounts,  and  that  the  following 
gentlemen  be  the  faid  committee  : 

Sir  T.  H.  French,  Bart.  - - Co.  Galway, 

Luke  Teeling,  Efq.  - - - Co.  Antrim, 

Edward  Svveetman,  Efq.  - - Co.  Wexford, 

Francis  Arthur,  Efq.  - - - City  of  Limerick, 

John  Mansfield,  Efq.  - - - Co.  Waterford,  and 

T.  Fitzgerald,  jun.  Efq.  - - Co.  Kildare. 

And  the  faid  committee  having  fat  from  day  to  day,  and  minutely  examined  the  accounts,  report 
as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  2£d  April,  1793. 

We  the  committee  of  accounts,  having  examined  the  different  vouchers  laid  before  us,  which  we 
prefent  herewith,  have,  for  tlie  purpofe  of  Hating  them  in  the  cleareft  and  concifeft  manner,  com- 
preffed  them  in  the  annexed  fchedule,  under  the  different  titles  to  which  they  were  invariably 
applied. 

The  Refult  of  the  whole  is  : 


V . /.  d. 

That  on  the  ift  January,  1792,  a balance  remained  in  your  treafurer’s  hands  of  - - 18  13  5 

Together  with  nine  government  debentures,  fince  fold  for  - - - - ggg  14  g 

That  there  has  been  collefted  in  the  city  of  Dublin  -----  2022  4 6 

From  other  cities,  towns,  and  counties.  - ------  2258  1 1 3 

3199  3 8 

That  the  feveral  fums  paid  on  account  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  amount  to  - 6488  5 

Which  leaves  a balance  againft  the  Catholic  body  of  -----  289  2 i| 


Account  of  Receipts  and  Dilburfements  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 

April  22d,  1793. 


March,  1792. 

To  paid  retaining  fee  to  Richard  Burke,  Efq. 

To  paid  Richard  Burke,  Efq.  - - - 

Carried  forward 


£.  s.  d.  Dr. 

56  17  6 
2264  12  II 

-2321  10  5 

To 
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had  originally  affumed  that  appellation,  and  Avere  all,  as  far  as  the  committee 
could  difcover,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion;  in  general  poor  ignorant 

labouring 


S. 

d. 

Brought  forward 

- 

" 

2391 

10 

a 

To  paid  fees  to  counfellors  Burfton  and  Hon.  Simon  Butler,  witli 

Mr,  Byrne's  letter,  - --  --  - - -- 

- 

11 

7 

6 

To  paid  T.  W.  Tone,  Efq.  agent  to  the  committee,  in  part  of  15001. 

voted  to  him  ------- 

- 

206 

17 

6 

To  paid  various  advertifements,  publications,  and  ftationary  - ] 

I486 

2 

4 

Due  to  printers,  per  accounts,  - - - - - 

696 

19 

0 

2113 

1 

4 

January,  1793. 

To  paid  for  fundry  petty  ditburfements,  per  account 

- 

98 

14 

11 

To  paid  for  poftage,  per  John  Keogh,  Efq.  - - 

- 

56 

17 

6 

To  paid  for  ditto,  John  Sweetman,  Efq.  - . - 

- 

- 

50 

0 

0 

To  paid  counfellors  Butler  and  Emmett,  for  perufing  Catliolic  bill 

- 

- 

45 

10 

0 

To  paid  Richard  M'Cormick,  Efq.  account  of  poftage,  and  other 

trifling  difburfements  - - - - - 

- 

- 

15 

18 

9 

To  lofs  on  light  guineas  - - 

- 

- 

9 

14 

7 

To  paid  J.  M'Dermot,  a clerk  - - - _ 

- 

7 

11 

8 

To  paid  William  Long  for  tlie  hire  of  a coach  to  and  from  London, 

and  freight  of  the  fame  - - - - - ^ 

- 

51 

1 

7i 

To  paid  W.  T.  Jones,  Efq.  in  part  of  the  fum  of  15001.  voted  to  him 

- 

500 

0 

0 

5488 

5 

9| 

January,  1792. 

Cr. 

By  cafh  in  hands  of  treafurer,  per  account  - _ . 

- 

- 18 

13 

5 

By  nine  government  debentures  in  the  treafurer’s  hands,  fold  for 

- 

- 

00 

14 

6 

By  colledtions  made  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  per  account 

- 

2022 

4 

6 

February,  1793. 

By  Subfcriptions  paid  into  the  Treafurer  fro?n  the  feveral  Counties  and  Towns. 

From  Co.  Kildare  . - - 

113 

15 

0 

Dunboyne  ------ 

5 

13 

9 

Dungannon  - - - 

53 

14 

1 

X 

2 

Kilkenny  - - _ - 

100 

0 

0 

Rofs,  CO.  Wexford  - - - - 

13 

13 

0 

/ 

The  city  of  Limerick  - - - . 

350 

0 

0 

Drogheda  ----- 

318 

0 

0 

r 

2 

- 9*4 

1 3 

11 

Carried  forward 

3895 

8 

4 

Ballvmahon 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


391 


labouring  men,  IVorn  to  fecrecy,  and  impreffed  with  an  opinion,  that  they 
were  aflifting  the  Catholic  caufe;  in  other  refpects  they  did  not  appear  to  have 

any 


Brought  forward 

Ballymahon  - . - 

J.  Scully,  CO.  Tipperary, 

Co.  Monaghan,  ... 

Co,  Mayo  - - 

Dingle  - - ' - 

Co.  Cavan  - - - - 

Co.  Wexford  - - 

Thomas  Bennett,  Efq. 

Co.  Wicklow  ... 

Stradbally,  Queen’s  co. 

Co.  of  Down  - - 

Town  of  W exford 

Co.  of  Dublin  ... 

Rowland  Norris,  Efq. 

Arklow,  co.  Wicklow  ... 

Mr.  Wife 

Co.  Rofcommon  - - 


Balance  againft  the  Catholics 


3395  8 4 


- 

70 

10 

6 

- 

15 

0 

0 

- 

152 

11 

- 

38 

13 

6 

- 

32 

8 

- 

30 

1 

- 

207 

8 

1 

- 

34 

2 

6 

- 

27 

5 

- 

62 

11 

3 

- 

82 

15 

0 

- 

30 

0 

0 

- 

300 

0 

0 

- 

1 1 

7 

6 

- 

38 

8 

1 

- 

1 1 

7 

6 

. 

153 

5 

0 

1297 

15 

4 

5199 

3 

s 

289 

2 

5488 

5 

92 

That  by  the  foregoing  report  of  the  committee,  fpecially  appointed  to  infpeft  the  accounts  of  the 
expenditure  of  money  raifed  by  voluntary  fubfeription,  in  order  to  defray  the  necelTary  expences  of 
our  confiitutional  and  legal  exertions,  it  appears,  that  faid  monies  have  beenjnvariably  applied  with 
die  ftriefteft  regard  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  country,  and  for  well-known  and  legal  purpofes. 
That  notwithftanding  the  earneft  endeavours  and  frequent  exhortations  of  the  general  and  lub- 
committees,  it  appears  that  many  of  the  lower  orders  of  Catholics  have  perfifted  in  alTociating  with 
diofe  deluded  people  called  "Defenders,”  We  take  this  opportunity  again  to  repeat,  what,  we 
have  fo  often,  colledlively  and  individually,  endeavoured  to  imprefs  on  their  minds,  our  utmoft  de- 
teftation  and  abhorrence  of  fuch  illegal  and  criminal  proceedings  j and  we  once  more  call  on  thofe 
unhappy  men,  if  fuch  yet  remain,  by  every  thing  dear  to  them,  to  us,  and  to  pofterity,  to  defill  from 
fuch  unwarrantable  afts  of  violence,  which  have  already  proved  fatal  to  fo  many  of  themfelves,  and 
to  return  to  their  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  the  laudable  purfuits  of  honeft  induftry. 

That  a committee  be  appointed  to  examine,  and  report  what  honourable  engagements  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  lie  under,  for  ferviccs  received. 


The 
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any  clirtin61:  particular  object  in  view,  but  they  talked  of  being  relieved  from 
hearth-money,  tithes,  county  ccffes,  and  of  lowering  their  rents.  They  firft 

appeared 


The  following  gentlemen  were  accordingly  chofen  of  the  committee : 


Thomas  Fitzgerald,  jun.  Efq.  (chairman) 

. - - Co.  Kildare 

Morgan  Kavanagh,  Efq. 

Queen’s  Co. 

Patrick  Mullarky,  Efq. 

- Co.  Sligo 

James  Edward  Devereux,  Efq. 

Co.  Wexford 

Luke  Teeling,  Efq. 

Co.  Antrim 

Hugh  O’Reilly,  Efq. 

Co.  Cavan 

Edward  Foreftal,  Efq. 

Co.  Kilkenny 

Owen  O'Connor,  Efq. 

Co.  Rofeommon 

Chriftopher  Nugent,  Efq. 

- Co.  Longford 

Hugh  Savage,  Efq. 

- - Co.  Down 

Thomas  Richard  Geraghty,  Efq. 

Co.  Tyrone 

Walter  Byrne,  Efq. 

- Co.  Wicklow 

Patrick  Ruflel,  Efq. 

- - Co.  Louth 

Sir  Thomas  Ham.  French,  Bart. 

- Co.  Galway 

James  Lalor,  Efq. 

Co.  Tipperary 

James  Nangle,  Efq. 

- - Co.  Meath 

Andrew  IMaclliane,  Efq.  - . - 

Co.  Donegall 

Dr.  Reilly,  Efq.  _ . . 

Co.  Monaghan 

Edmund  Dillon,  Efq. 

- Co.  Mayo 

Patrick  Smith,  Efq. 

- Co.  Dublin 

John  Mansfield,  Efq. 

- Co.  Waterford 

Edward  Byrne,  Efq. 

- City  of  Dublin 

And  faid  committee  having  reported. 

That  the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  together  with  a gold  medal  of  the  value  of  thirty  guineas, 
bearing  a fuitable  infer-iption,  be  prefented  to  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone',  Efq.  Agent  to  this  committee, 
as  a teftimony  of  his  fervices,  and  our  gratitude. 

That  the  catholics  of  Ireland  are  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler,  one  of  his  majefty’s  counfel 
at  law,  in  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  for  his  very  able  digeft  of  the  popery  laws,  with  the  intro- 
duftion  prefixed  thereto,  the  notes  annexed  to  their  petition  to  his  majefty,  and  a fummary  of  the 
popery  laws  now  in  force  j and  that  the  treafurer  be  ordered  to  pay  the  fame  with  all  convenient 
fpeed. 

That  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds  be  prefented  to  William  Todd  Jones,  Efq.  for  his  eminent 
fervices  to  the  Catholic  caufe,  making  with  the  like  fum  heretofore  prefented,  the  fum  of  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  ; and  that  the  third  further  fum  of  fiv'e  hundred  pounds  be  alfo  prefented  to  him,  pro- 
vided there  fliall  be  funds  to  make  good  the  fame,  after  the  pofitive  engagements  of  this  committee 
fhall  have  been  difeharged. 

That  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds  be  applied  to  the  eredting  a flatue  to  our  moft  gracious 

Sovereign, 
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appeared  in  the  county  of  Louth,  in  confiderable  bodies  in  April  laft,  feverai 
of  them  were  armed,  they  atfembled  moftly  in  the  night,  and  forced  into  the 

houfes 

Sovereign,  George  the  Third,  as  a monument  of  our  gratitude  for  the  important  privileges  which  we 
have  obtained  from  parliament  through  his  paternal  recommendation. 

That,  as  Sir  T,  H.  French,  J.  E.  Devereux,  C.  Dillon  Bellew,  J.  Keogh,  and  E.  Byrne,  Efqrs. 
our  delegates,  who  prefented  the  petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  his  majefty,  decline  fumilh- 
ing  any  account  of  their  expences  on  laid  deputation,  a piece  of  plate  of  one  hundred  guineas  value, 
with  a fuitable  iufcription,  be  prefented  to  each  of  thofe  live  gentlemen,  as  a memorial  of  our  gra- 
titude for  their  eminent  fervices  on  that  occalion. 

That  John  Comerford,  Efq.  be  requefted  to  continue  treafurer  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland ; and 
that  every  county  delegate,  together  with  feverai  delegates  relident  in  Dublin,  to  be  chofen  by  ballot, 
be  now  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  coUeftion  and  application  of  money,  in  purfuance  of  the  fore- 
going relblutions,  and  for  no  other  purpofe  whatfoever;  and  that  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  laid  dele- 
gates, to  tranfmit  to  each  delegate  an  account  of  the  money  received  and  expended,  fo  foon  as  the 
objedb  for  which  they  are  appointed  lhall  have  been  accomplilhed,  and  that  five  be  a quorum. 

The  following  gentlemen  refident  in  Dublin,  w^re  accordingly  chofen : * 

Hugh  Hamil,  Edward  Byrne, 

Thomas  Braughall,  R.  M’Cormick,  and 

John  Sweetman,  D.  T.  O’Brien, 

-•  John  Keogh,  Efqrs. 

lhat  it  be  a further  inftruiStion  to  the  gentlemen  now  appointed,  to  confult,  communicate  and 
correfpond  upon  the  bell  and  moft  effeftual  means  of  procuring  an  improved  fydiem  of  education 
for  the  Catholic  youth  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  of  forming,  when  pradlicable,  fuch  eftablilh- 
raent  as  may  be  moft  conducive  thereto. 

That  John  Sweetman,  Efq.  fecretary  to  our  fub-committee,  has  difcharged  that  truft,  with  a fpirit> 
activity  and  diligence  equally  honorable  to  himfelf  and  ferviceable  to  the  Catholic  caufe,  and  we 
embrace  this  opportunity  to  teftify  our  fenfe  of  his  candor  and  integrity  j and  the  zeal  for  the  public 
tranquillity  which  on  eveiy  occafion  he  has  manifefted,  qualities  which  have  obtained  him  the  efteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  more  peculiarly  entitle  him  to  the  gratitude  and  fupport  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland. 

Tliat  our  warmeft  thanks  be,  and  are  hereby  prefented  to  Richard  M'Cormick,  Efq.  fecretary  to 
the  general  committee,  for  the  many  important  fervices  rendered  to  the  Catholic  caufe,  by  his  zeal, 
fpirit  and  diligence ; and  for  the  very  honorable  and  difinterefted  manner,  in  which  he  has  ever  dil- 
charged  the  funftions  of  that  office. 

That  it  is  wdth  pleafure  and  gratitude  we  have  obferved  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  this  feffion, 
unanimoufly  taking  into  confideration  lhat  moft  important  obje<5t,  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  in  parliament  j and  w’e  do  moft  earneftly  exhort  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to 
co-operate  with  their  Proteftant  brethren  in  all  legal  and  conftitutional  means  to  carry  into  eft'eft 
that  great  meafure,  recognized  by  the  wifdom  of  parliament,  and  fo  effential  to  the  freedom,  happi- 
nefs,  and  profperity  of  Ireland,  a reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the  cotnnrons’  houfe. 

That  by  the  reftoration  of  the  elective  franchife,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  new  enabled  to  fpeak, 

VoL.  II.  3d  individually. 
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houfes  of  Proteftants,  and  took  from  them  their  arms.  Thefe  diforders  foon 
fpread  through  the  counties  of  Meath,  Cavan,  Monaghan,  and  all  other  parts 
adjacent ; at  firft  they  took  nothing  but  arms,  but  afterwards  they  plundered 
the  houfes  of  every  thing  they  could  find.  Their  meafures  appeared  to  havo 
been  concerted  and  conducted  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  and  a degree  of  regu- 
larity and  fyfiem,  not  ufual  in  people  of  fuch  mean  condition,  and  as  if  dire6tpd 
by  men  of  fuperior  rank.  Sums  of  money  to  a confiderable  amount,  had  been- 
levied  and  ftill  continued  to  be  levied  upon  the  Roman  Catholics  in  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  by  fubfcriptions  and  collections  at  their  chapels  and  elfe- 
where ; fome  of  which  levies  had  been  made,  and  ftill  continued  to  be  made 
under  the  authority  of  a printed  circular  letter,  which  had  been  fent  into  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  a copy  of  which  letter  the  committee  thought  it  their 
duty  to  infert. 

“ Sir, 

“ BY  an  order  of  the  fub-committee,  dated  the  15th  day 
“ of  January,  I had  the  honor  to  forward  you  a plan  for  a general  fubfcrip- 


individuall/j  the  language  of  freemen ; and  as  we  no  longer  wifli  to  be  confidered  as  a diftin£t  body 
of  his  majefly’s  fubjefts,  we  render  up  our  truft  to  the  people,  who  fent  us  hither  j— 

And  this  committee  is  hereby  dilfolved. 

The  following  gentlemen  filled  the  chair  in  fucceflion. 

Harvey  Hay,  Efq. 

T.  Fitzgerald,  jun.  Efq.  - - - 


Co.  Wexford 
Co.  Kildare 
Co.  Kildare 
Co.  Rofcommon 
City  of  Limerick 
Co.  Wexford 
Co.  Meatli 
Co.  Mayo 


James  Archbold,  Efq.  _ _ . 

Owen  O'Connor,  Efq.  _ _ . 

Francis  Arthur,  Efq.  _ - . 

Sir  Thomas  Efraond,  Bart.  . . - 

James  Nangle,  Efq.  - _ _ 

J.  Jof.  M‘Donnell,  Efq.  _ _ - . 

The  general  committee  have  voted  the  following  fums : 

To  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  Efq.  agent  to  the  committeee  - - - 

To  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler,  for  tlie  digefl  of  the  popery  laws,  and  other  profelfional 
bufinefs  in  the  fervice  of  the  general  committee  - - - - 

To  W.  Todd  Jones,  Efq.  balance  of  I500l.  voted  to  him  - - - 

For  raifing  a flatue  to  his  majefty  - ...  - - 

For  five  pieces  of  plate,  to  be  given  to  the  delegates  who  prefented  the  petition  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  his  majefty 


T- 

1534 

500 

1000 

2000 


Balance,  per  Schedule 


d. 

6 

O 

0 

a 


- 568  15  0 


5602  17 
289  a 


Total  engagement  of  tlie  Catholic  body  £ 5891  19 


1 2 
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tlon,  v/hicli  had  for  its  objeft  the  raifiug  a fund  for  defraying  the  heavy 
“ and  growing  expences  incurred  by  the  general  committee,  in  conducing 
“ the  affairs  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland;  as  feveral  iniftakes  have  occurred  in 
“ the  tranfmiflion  of  thefe  letters,  owing  to  niy  ignorance  of  the  addrefs  of 
“ many  of  the  delegates ; I am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  fuch  a plan  is 
“ now  in  forwardnefs  throughout  the  kingdom.  A meafnre  fo  firongly  cn- 
“ forced  by  neceffity,  and  fo  confonant  to  juftice,  cannot  fail  to  attract  your 
very  ferious  attention  ; the  committee  having  the  molt  perfect  reliance  on 
your  zeal,  are  therefore  confident,  that  you  will  ufe  your  beft  exertions  to 
“ carry  this  neceffary  bufinefs  into  full  effe6t. 

“ Signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Sub- committee.” 
“ Dublin,  Februar'y  5th,  1793, 

\ 

“ P.  S.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
ftating  at  the  fiime  time  whatever  progrefs  has  been  made  in  your  diftrift.” 

The  feveral  feditious  and  inflammatory  papers  publiflied  in  Dublin,  and  dif- 
perfed  through  the  country,  feemed  to  have  countenanced  and  encouraged 
the  Defenders  in  their  proceedings,  and  it  appeared,  that  letters  were  written 
by  a member  of  the  committee  of  the  Roman  Catholics  at  Dublin,  previous 
to  the  laft  fummer  allizes,  to  a perfon  refident  at  Dundalk,  in  one  of  which 
the  faid  perfon  in  the  name  of  the  faid-  Roman  Catholic  committee,  dire6l- 
ed  enquiries  to  be  made  touclfing  the  offences,  of  which  the  Defenders  then 
in  confinement  were  accufed,  which  enquiries  will  be  beft  explained,  by  in* 
ferting  the  faid  letter  in  the  Avords  following. 

“ Dear  Sitt,  Dublin,  Qth  Augujl,  l/O^. 

“ I RECEIVED  this  day  your  favor  of  the  8th  infiant, 
“ enclofing  the  different  papers  refpecting  the  bufinefs  I wrote  you.  It 
“ is  with  much  regret  that  I am  obliged  to  reply,  that  from  the  want 
“ of  information  on  the  fubjehl  matter  of  the  indi6lments,  no  precife  opi- 
nion  can  be  formed,  whether  the  alledged  offence  is  or  is  not  bailable ; 
the  committee  are  confequently  in  the  dark  as  to  the  meafures,  that  iliould 
“ be  adopted,  nor  can  your  exertions  aecelerate  (as  it  feems)  that  period 
until  the  affizes,  when  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  office  copies  of  the  exa- 
minations.  ]Mr.  Nugent’s  brother  left  town  this  day,  truly  difconfolate, 
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“ in  not  being  able  to  effe6t  fomething  towards  the  liberation  of  his  kinfman, 
“ he  however  did  his  bell  in  the  affair. 

“ I am,  dear  Sir, 

“ Your  obedient  fervant, 

“ John  Sweetman.” 

“ P.  S.  If  any  new  occurrences  fliould  happen,  be  good  enough  to  in- 
“ form  me  of  it.  ” 

And  that  it  appeared,  that  the  faid  perfon,  to  vdiom  the  faid  letter  was  ad- 
dreffed  at  Dundalk,  did  employ,  at  a confiderable  expence,  an  agent  and 
counfel  to  a6l  for  feveral  perfons  who  were  accufed  of  being  Defenders,  and 
were  indided  for  offences  committed  by  them  in  the  county  of  LoAvth,  one 
of  which  offenders  appeared  to  be  particularly  named  in  the  above  letter. 
But  the  committee  thought  it  their  duty  to  Rate,  that  nothing  appeared  be- 
fore them,  which  could  lead  them  to  believe  that  the  body  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  that  kingdom  were  concerned  in  promoting  or  countenancing 
fuch  difturbances,  or  that  they  were  privy  to  that  application  of  any  part  of 
the  money,  v/hichhad  been  levied  upon  them,  however  fufpicious  theconduft 
of  ill-difpofed  individuals  of  their  perfuafion,  refident  in  Dublin  might  have 
been.  If  all  the  magiftrates  in  the  difturbed  comities  had  followed  the  fpirit- 
ed  example  of  the  few,  who,  much  to  their  honor,  had  exerted  themfelves 
w^ith  vigor  and  courage  to  fupport  the  laws,  the  committee  were  perfuaded, 
that  thefe  difturbances  might  have  been  fuppreffed  ; but  inffead  of  doing  fo, 
much  the  greater  part  of  them  remained  inactive.  The  committee  M ere  of 
opinion,  that  the  belt  means  of  reftoring  permanent  tranquillity  in  the  dif- 
turbed counties,  would  be  to  procure  a fufficient  number  of  active,  refolute, 
and  Ready  magiRrates  therein,  who  M^ould  exert  themfelves  to  maintain  the 
public  peace,  and  to  cut  off  from  thefe  deluded  people,  all  hope  or  expefta- - 
tion  of  fupport  or  defence  arifmg  from  a common  fund  to  be  levied  upon  per- 
fons of  their  communion. 

That  an  unufual  ferment  had  for  fome  months  paR  difturbed  feveral  parts 
of  the  North,  particularly  the  town  of  BelfaR  and  the  county  of  Antrim  ; 
it  was  kept  up  and  encouraged  by  feditious  papers  and  pamphlets  of  the , 
moR  dangerous  tendency,  printed  at  very  cheap  and  inconfiderable  rates  in 
Dublin  and  BelfaR,  which  iffucd  almoR  daily,  from  certain  focieties  of  men 
or  clubs  in  both  thofe  places,  calling  themfelves  committees  under  various 
defcriptions,  and  carrying  on  a conRant  correfpondence  with  each  other. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  publications  were  circulated  amongTt  the  people  with  the  utmoft  incluf- 
try,  and  appeared  to  be  calculated  to  defame  the  government  and  parlia- 
ment, and  to  render  the  people  dilfatished  with  their  condition  and  with 
their  laws.  The  conduft  of  the  Frencli  was  lhamefully  extolled,  and  re- 
commended to  the  publie  view  as  an  example  for  imitation  ; hopes  and  ex- 
pectations had  been  held  up  of  their  aflillance  by  a defcent  upon  that  king- 
dom, and  prayers  had  been  offered  up  at  Belfaft  from  the  pulpit,  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  arms,  in  the  prefence  of  military  affociations,  which  had  been 
newly  le\’ied  and  arrayed  in  that  town.  A body  of  men  alfociated  them- 
felves  in  Dublin,  under  the  title  of  the  Firft  National  Battalion:  their  uni- 
form was  copied  from  the  French,  green  turned  up  n ith  white,  white  waift- 
coats  and  ftriped  trowzers,  gilt  buttons,  impreffed  with  a harp  and  letters 
importing  “ Firft  National  Battalion,”  no  crown,  but  a device  over  the  harp 
of  a cap  of  liberty  upon  a pike ; two  pattern  coats  had  been  left  at  two  Ihops 
in  Dublin.  Several  bodies  of  men  had  been  colle6ied  in  different  parts  of 
the  North,  armed  and  difciplined  under  officers  chofen  by  themfelves,  and 
compofed  moftly  of  the  lowed;  claffes  of  the  people.  Thefe  bodies  were  daily 
enereafmg  in  numbers  and  force,  they  had  exerted  their  bed  endeavours  to 
procure  military  men  of  experience  to  a6t  as  their  officers,  fome  of  them 
having  exprefsly  dated,  that  there  were  men  enough  to  be  had,  but  that  of- 
ficers were  what  they  wanted.  Stands  of  arms  and  gunpowder  to  a very 
large  amount,  much  above  the  common  confumption  had  been  fent  within  the 
lad  few  months  to  Belfad  and  Newry,  and  orders  given  for  a much  greater 
quantity,  which  it  appeared  could  be  wanted  only  for  military  operations. 
At  Belfad,  bodies  of  men  in  arms  were  drilled  and  exercifed  for  feveral  liours 
almod  every  night  by  candle-light,  and  attempts  had  been  made  to  feduce 
the  foldiery,  which,  much  to  the  honor  of  the  king's  forces,  had  proved  in- 
effe^lual.  The  declared  obje6l  of  thefe  military  bodies  was  to  procure  a re- 
form of  parliament ; but  the  obvious. intention  of  mod  of  them  appeared  to 
be  to  overawe  the  parliament  and  the  government,  and  to  di6late  to  both. 
The  committee  forbore  mentioning  the  names  of  feveral  perfons,  led  it  fhould 
in  any  manner  affecT  any  criminal  profecution,  or  involve  the  perfon'al  fafety 
of  any  man  who  had  come  forward  to  give  them  information.  The  refult 
of  their  enquiries  M'as,  that  in  their  opinion  it  was  incompatible  with  the  pub- 
lic fafety  and  tranquillity  of  that  kingdom,  to  permit  bodies  of  men  in  arms 
to  affemble  when  they  pleafed  without  any'  legal  authority : and  that  the 
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cxii'tence  of  a fclf-created  reprefentativc  body  of  any  clefcriptlon  of  the  king’s 
fulfjecis  taking  upon  itfelf  the  government  of  them,  and  levying  taxes  or 
fubfcriptions  to  be  applied  at  the  difcretion  of  fuch  reprefcntative  body,  or 
of  perfons  deputed  by  them,  was  alfo  incompatible  with  the  public  fafety 
and  tranquillity.” 

The  Roman  Catholics  being  fenfible  of  tlie  calumnies  attempted  to  be 
affixed  to  them  bv  their  enemies,  and  wifliing-  to  fcreen  themfelves  againft 
the  mifchievous  imprudence  of  fome  individuals,  whofe  dole  connexions 
Avith  the  political  focieties  of  the  North  moft  of  them  condemned,  agreed 
upon  the  expedient  of  giving  the  moft  folemn  publicity  to  their  real  fenti- 
ments,  by  circulating  through  the  nation  a form  of  prayer,  which  was  com- 
pofed  by  fcveral  of  their  prelates,  that  happened  occafionally  to  be  then  in 
the  metropolis.*' 

On 

^ The  following  admonition  was  read  on  the  enfuing  Sunday  after  mafs,  in  all  the  Chapels  in 
that  city  j copies  of  it  were  fent  all  over  the  kingdom,  the  original  having  been  compofed  and  fign« 
ed  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Troy,  Dr.  O’Reilly,  Dr.  Bray,  Dr.  Bellew,  and  Dr.  Cruife,  five  Ca- 
tliolic  Bifliops  then  in  Dublin,  viz. 

“■  Dear  Christians,  Dublin,  January  1793. 

“ IT  has  been  our  conflant  praftice,  as  it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty,  to  exhort 
“ you  to  manifeft  on  all  occafions,  that  unfliaken  loyalty  to  his  majefly,  and  obedience  to  the  laws, 
w'hich  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion  infpire  and  command.  This  loyalty  and  obedience  have 
“ ever  peculiarly  diftinguilhed  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  We  do  not  conceive  a doubt  of 
their  being  adtuated  at  prefent  by  the  fame  fentiments  ; but  think  it  necetfary  to  obferve,  that 
“ a moft  lively  gratitude  to  our  beloved  fovereign  fhould  render  their  loyalty  and  love  of  order,  il 
“ poffible,  more  confpicuous.  Our  gracious  king,  the  common  father  of  all  his  people,  has,  with 
“ peculiar  energy,  recommended  his  faithful  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom  to  the  wif- 
dom  and  liberality  of  our  enlightened  parliament.  How  can  we,  dear  Chriftians,  exprefs  our 
“ heartfelt  acknowledgments  for  this  fignal  and  unprecedented  inftance  of  royal  benevolence  and 
“ condefeenfion  ! Words  are  infufficient ; but  your  continued  and  peaceable  conduft  will  more 
“ eftedilually  proclaim  them,  and  in  a manner  equally,  if  not  more  fatisfaftory  and  pleafing  to  his 
majefty  and  his  parliament.  Avoid  then,  we  conjure  you,  deareft  brethren,  every  appearance 
of  riot : attend  to  your  induftrious  purfuits  for  the  fupport  and  comfort  of  your  families  ; fly 
from  idle  alfemblies  ; abftain  from  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors  ; ^ 
“ praftife  the  duties  of  our  holy  religion : This  condu6t  fo  pleafing  to  Heaven,  will  alfo  prove  the 
moft  powerful  recommendation  of  your  prefent  claims  to  our  amiable  fovereign,  to  both  boufes 
“ of  parliament,  to  the  magiftrates,  and  to  all  our  w'ell  meaning  fellow-fubje6ts  of  every  deferip- 
" tion.  None  but  the  evil-minded  can  rejoice  in  your  being  concerned  in  any  difturbance. 

We  cannot  but  declare  our  utmoft  and  confeientious  deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  the  enor- 
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On  the  opening  of  the  felTions,  the  lord  lieutenant,  after  lamenting  the 
fpirit  of  difcontent,  that  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, after  having  Rated  the  ambitious  and  aggreifive  views  of  France,  and 
obferved  on  the  ufual  topics  of  recommendation  on  thefe  occafions,  then  con- 
tinued ;*  “ His  majefly  has  the  fulleft  confidence  that  you  will,  on  all  occa- 
“ Rons,  fliew  your  firm  determination  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws, 
“ and  to  maintain  the  authority  of  government,  in  which  you  may  depend 
“ upon  his  majefiy’s  cordial  co-operation  and  fupport : and  I have  it  in  par- 
“ ticular  command  from  his  majefty,  to  recommend  it  to  you  to  apply  your- 
“ felves  to  the  confideration  of  fuch  meafures,  as  may  be  moft  likely  to 
“ ftrengthcn  and  cement  a general  union  of  fentiment  among  all  claffes  and 
“ defcriptions  of  his  majefty ’s  fubjefts,  in  fupport  of  the  eftabliflied  confti- 
“ tution;  with  this  view  his  majefty  trufts,  that  the  fituation  of  his  majefiy’s 
“ Catholic  fubje6ts  will  engage  your  ferious  attention,  and  in  the  confideration 
“ of  this  fubjeft,  he  relies  on  the  wifdom  and  liberality  of  his  parliament.” 

The  Earl  of  Tyrone  moved  the  addrefs,  and  was  feconded  by  the  Honor- 
able Mr.  Wefby.  Mr.  John  O’Neil  very  warmly  fupported  the  addrefs.  It 
gave  him  much  plealure  to  obferve,  that  the  fpeech  recommended  to  the  at- 
tention of  parliament  the  fituation  of  the  Roman  Catholics;  the  loyalty  and 
good  conduct  of  that  people  were  rapidly  removing  the  prejudices  of  the 

“ mities  lately  committed  by  feditious  and  mifguldcd  wretches  of  every  religious  denomination, 
“ in  fome  counties  of  this  kingdom  j they  are  enemies  to  God  and  man,  the  outcafts  of  fociety, 
" and  a dilgrace  to  Chriftianity  : We  confider  the  Roman  Catholics  amongft  them  unworthy  the 
" appellation;  whether  acting  from  themfelves,  or  feduced  to  outrage  by  arts  of  defigning  enemies 
“ to  us,  and  to  national  profperity,  intimately  conne6ted  with  our  emancipation. 

“ Offer  your  prayers,  dearefl  brethren,  to  the  Father  of  Mercy,  that  he  may  infpire  thefe  de- 
“ luded  people  with  fentiments  becoming  Chriftians  and  good  fubjects;  fupplicate  the  Almighty 
“ Ruler  and  Difpofer  of  empires,  by  whom  kings  rule  and  legiflators  determine  what  is  juft,  to 
“ direft  his  majefty’s  councils,  and  forward  his  benevolent  intentions  to  unite  all  his  Irifti  fubjeds 
‘‘  in  bonds  of  common  intereft,  and  common  endeavours  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  good 
“ order,  and  for  every  purpofe  tending  to  encreafe  and  fecure  national  profperity. 

" Befeech  the  throne  of  -Mercy  alfo,  to  aflift  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  their  important  de- 
“ liberations  ; that  they  may  be  diftinguilTied  by  confummate  wifdom  and  liberality,  for  the  ad- 
“ vantage  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  relief  and  happinefs  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeiSls. 

“ Under  the  plcafmg  expeftalions  of  your  cheerful  compliance  with  thefe  our  earneft  folicita- 
“ tions,  we  moft  lincerely  wifli  you  every  blefling  in  this  life,  and  everlafting  happinefs  in  the 
“ next  ; through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Amen." 

* 13  Pari,  Debates,  p.  3. 
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conftituent  body  ; and  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  his  majefty's  recom- 
mendation would  have  infinite  weight,  not  only  with  parliament,  but  with 
.all  ranks  of  perfons. 

He  concluded  with  exhorting  all  men,  who  loved  the  conftitution,  to  rally 
round  the  throne,  and  now,  in  the  moment  of  trial,  manifeft  their  wifdom  and 
courage  in  defending  all  that  was  valuable;  and  by  the  ftrongeftexpreffions  of 
affedlionate  attachment,  fliew  their  regard  to  that  king,  who  lived  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people.  But  IMr.  Grattan  faid,  our  lituation  is  certainly  alarm- 
ing, but  by  no  means  furprizing ; it  is  the  neceffary,  natural,  and  obvious 
refult  of  the  conduct  of  his  majefty's  minifters ; the  perfons  who  had  op- 
pofed  our  liberty  in  82,  were  made  our  minifters;  afterwards  the  country 
forgave  them,  but  they  never  forgave  the  country : they  attempted  to  put 
down  the  conftitution,  and  now  they  have  put  down  the  government.  We 
told  them  fo,  we  admonilhed  them  : we  told  tliem  that  their  driving  fyftem 
would  not  do  : we  had  no  obje61;iQn  to  their  private  charaders,  or  their  hum 
ble,  natural  relationdiips  of  life,  but  that  they  M'ere  abfolutely,  totally,  radi- 
cally, difqualified  to  govern. 

Don't  they  remember,  how  in  1790,  we  warned  them.  They  faid  we  were 
fevere.  I am  fure  we  were  prophetic.  In  1791,  we  repeated  our  admonition; 
told  them  that  a government  of  clerks  would  not  do  : that  a government 
by  rank  majorities  would  not  do  : that  the  government  of  the  treafury  would 
not  do  .:  that  Ireland  would  not  be  long  governed  by  the  trade  of  parliament. 
We  mentioned  this  when  Lord  Buckingham  ran  away  from  this  kingdom, 
and  Lord  Weftmoreland  fucceeded  to  his  office.  We  told  them,  that  a na- 
tion which  had  refeued  her  liberties  from  the  giant  of  Old  England,  in  82, 
\vould  not  long  bear  to  be  trodden  on  by  the  violence  of  a few  pigmies,  whom 
■the  caprice  of  a court  had  appointed  minifters.  He  concluded  a very  long 
and  animated  fpeech  by  fuggefting  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs.  That 
part  of  it,  which  related  to  his  majefty,  was  cold  and  impolitic,  his  interpofi- 
tion  to  heal  their  religious  animofities  was  an  a6l  of  diftinguilhcd  wifdom,  as 
fuch  it  ffiould  be  marked  particularly  at  a time,  when  attempts  had  been  made 
on  the  thrones  of  princes : at  fuch  a time  he  would  mark  to  the  Catholics  . 
the  king  as  the  deliverer  of  his  people.  He  would  diftinguilh  him  from  his 
minifters.  He  would  mark  that  monarch,  who  had  refeued  his  people  from 
the  hands  of  thofe  minifters,  that  however  they  might  abhor  their  proceed- 
ings, they  fliould  if  neceffary,  unite,  to  rally  in  fupport  of  the  throne,  keep- 
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ing  pure  of  leaning  to  any  French  politics ; or  any  wiflies  in  favor  of  that 
nation,  now  on  the  eve  of  a war  with  a country,  with  whom  they  were  by 
the  crown,  by  the  law,  by  intereft,  and  by  every  political  tie,  for  ever  to  be 
conne6ted. 

He  then  moved,  an  amendment,  by  inferting,  after  the  word  “ confhtu- 
“ tion,”  the  following  words,  “ We  admire  the  wifdom,  which  at  fo  critical 
a feafon  has  prompted  your  majehy  to  come  forward  to  take  a leading  part 
“ in  healing  the  animofities  of  your  people,  on  account  of  religion  : M e lliall 
take  into  our  immediate  confideration  the  fubje6t  gracioufly  recommend- 
“ ed  from  the  throne  ; and  at  a time  when  do61rines  pernicious  to  freedom 
“ and  dangerous  to  monarchial  government  are  propagated  in  foreign  coun- 
“ tries,  we  fhall  not  fail  to  imprefs  your  majefty’s  Catholic  fubje6ts  M'ith  a 
“ fenfe  of  the  fingular  and  eternal  obligation  they  OM^e  to  the  throne,  and  to 
“ your  majefty’s  royal  peiTon  and  family.” 

After  a very  warm  debate,  Mr.  Grattan  withdreM'  his  amendment,  and  the 
addrefs  was  committed. 

On  the  next  day,  Mr.  Grattan  again  moved  his  amendment  to  the  addrefs, 
and  M'as  fupported  by  Mr.  Conolly,  who  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to 
that  moment,  as  to  the  moft  aMTul  and  critical,  that  had  ever  exifted.  The 
expences,  the  debt  of  the  country  M^as  great,  and  the  corruption  of  the  ad- 
miniflration  proportioned  to  both.  He  had  always  been  attached  to  the  Bri- 
tilh  conftitution ; and  it  had  been  the  objedl  of  his  whole  political  life  to 
procure  for  the  people  of  Ireland  the  full  advantages  of  that  conftitution. 
He  adored  that  conftitution ; and  while  there  was  a drop  of  blood  in  his 
veins,  he  would  ftand  by  it,  and  he  felt  this  attachment  to  the  conftitution 
the  ftronger,  becaufe  he  knew  it  carried  in  its  vitals  an  antidote  to  any  poifon, 
that  could  be  brought  againft  it : particularly  againft  the  poifon  of  corrup- 
tion, of  w^hich  the  operation  had  been  fo  ftrong  as  nearly  to  endanger  its  ex- 
iftence.  Had  the  conftitution  been  worked  as  it  ought,  if  he  might  ufe  that 
phrafe,  there  M ould  have  been  no  need  for  thofe  apprehenfions  of  feditious 
defigns  exprefled  in  the  fpeech ; there  M'ould  have  been  no  need  to  fear  either 
Jacobins  or  Levellers. 

As  to  the  addrefs,  every  part  of  it  had  his  moft  hearty  concurrence,  except 
one,  and  that  M^as  the  paragraph  M’hich  thanked  his  majefty  for  continuing 
the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  in  the  government  of  that  kingdom.  During  the 
adminiftration  of  that  nobleman,  every  falutary  meafure  that  had  been  pro- 
Vo  l.  II.  3 E pofed, 
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pofed,  for  the  good  of  people,  had  been  contemptuoufly  rejected  ; the  ex- 
pences  of  government  had  encreafed,  and  the  penfion  lift  had  been  aug- 
mented. He  had  very  great  afFe6tion  for  Lord.  Weftmoreland  in  his  private 
capacity ; but  for  the  good  of  the  country  he  muft  Avifli  him  out  of  it. 

A warm  debate  enfued,  when  Mr.  Grattan’s  amendment  at  length  pafled 
without  a divifion. 

The  peculiar  fingularity  of  the  feflion  of  1793,  was  the  acceflion  of  govern- 
ment to  many  of  the  great  queftions,  which  they  had  fucceffively  refifted  fef- 
fion  after  feflion,  with  imperious  pertinacity. 

On  the  14  th  of  January,  Mr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby  introduced  the  fubj^  of 
parliamentary  reform,  exprefling  his  intention  of  fubmitting,  at  a future 
day,  fome  propofal  to  the  houfe  for  a more  equal  reprefen tati on  of  the  peo- 
ple in  parliament.  IMr.  Conolly  avowed  his  warmeft  approbation  of  the  mea- 
fure,  and  pledged  himfelf  to  fupport  it,  whenever  brought  forward.  In 
] 7 82,  he  obferved,  a propolition  of  that  kind  came  before  the  houfe : but  it 
came  from  a body  of  armed  men  fitting  in  the  metropolis.  Such  a propofi- 
tion  from  fuch  a body,  he  would  always  think  it  right  to  refift,  becaufe  the 
power  of  reforming  the  parliament  refided  in  the  parliament  itfelf ; on  that 
account, he  then  reje6ted  the  propofal.  Since  that  period,  public  grievances 
had  encreafed,  remedies  had  been  in  vain  attempted  ; he  would  therefore  re- 
commend it  to  government  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  that  one  grand  re- 
form. When  the  houfe  ftrould  achieve  that,  as  he  had  no  doubt  but  they 
would  do,  they  would  have  attained  the  falvation  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Grattan  obferved,  that  fince  he  had  been  in  parliament,  no  words 
ever  gave  him  more  fatisfadtion.  He  had  himfelf  intended  to  have  brought 
forth  the  queftion  of  the  reform  of  parliament,  hut  did  not  wifti  to  preoccupy 
fuch  a queftion.  Thofe  are  the  gentlemen,  who  ought  to  lead  in  that  great 
queftion  ; the  men  who  made  the  facrifices,  to  them  belonged  the  laurel. 

That  was  not  the  firft  time,  in  which  the  right  honorable  gentleman  had 
made  faerifices  to  the  country ; in  1769,  that  gentleman,  and  all  his  con- 
nexions, were  deprived  of  all  their  emoluments  for  fupporting  tlie  privileges 
of  that  houfe,  againft  an  altered  money  bill.  In  1789,  they  were  alfo  dif-* 
milled  for  defending  the  privileges  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  againft 
an  uiiconftitutional  and  condemned  viceroy;  and  now  they  advanced  a third 
time  to  furrender  great  power,  all  their  monopolies,  and  to  embark  in  the 
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veffel  of  the  common-wealth,  and  fairly  or  proudly  to  rife  or  fall  with  the 
fortunes  of  their  country. 

After  a long  fpeech  he  moved,  ‘*that  a committee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
“ whether  any,  and  what  abufes  had  taken  place  in  the  conftitution  of  that 

country,  or  the  adminiftration  of  its  government,  and  to  report  fuch  tem- 
“ perate  remedies,  as  might  appear  moft  likely  to  redrefs  the  fame.”  Mr. 
W.  B.  Ponfonby  feconded  the  motion;  and  Sir  John  Parnel  faid,  the  motion 
was  very  wifely  and  temperately  introduced,  by  denying  that  force  Ihould 
be  ufed  to  extort  any  meafure  of  this  kind,  and  by  afferting  the  exclufive 
right  of  the  houfe  to  reform  itfelf. 

Mr.  Corry,  propofed  by  way  of  amendment,  that  inftead  of  a committee 
to  enquire  into  the  abufes  of  the  conftitution  and  of  the  adminiftration,  a 
committee  ftiould  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefenta- 
tion.  Many  obje61:ions  were  raifed  both  againft  the  amendment  and  againft 
the  original  motion.  But  I\Ir.  Grattan  admitting  the  right  of  any  member 
to  feparate  the  queftions,  added,  that  his  original  motion  was  to  the  abufes 
in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  to  the  influence  of  the  crown  in  parlia- 
ment, and  alfo,  to  the  corruption  which  had  taken  place  in  the  adininiftra- 
tion  of  its  government.  All  ought  to  be  reformed.  But  if  the  houfe  wifli- 
ed  to  confine  themfelves  to  a part  of  his  motion  for  the  prefent,  that  is,  the 
ftate  of  the  reprefentation,  he  fliould  rejoice,  that  they  pledged  themfelves 
fo  far.  The  amendm.ent  was  finally  agreed  to  without  a divifion,  and  refer- 
red to  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe  on  that  day  fortnight. 

After  fo  many  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  bring  the  queftion  of  reform  under 
the  conftderation  of  parliament  from  the  year  1782,  to  that  period,  this  refer- 
ing  of  it  to  a committee  was  conftdered  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition,  as 
a matter  of  great  triumph  : it  was  an  adiniflion  of  the  principle  ; it  created 
confidence  within,  and  aiforded  joy  and  fatisfaHion  to  the  people  M'ithout. 
In  parliament,  there  appeared  a moft  defirable,  though  novel  difpofition  in 
the  treafury  bench  to  accede  to  propofals  made  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  even 
from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe.  On  the  other  fide  JMr.  Forbes  heartily 
approved  of  the  minifters  bringing  forth  an  alien"  bill  upon  the  plan  of  the 
Britilh  alien  adt,  as  a wife  and  neceflary  meafure,  and  tending  to  ftrengtheii 
the  union  with  Great  Britain  and  Mr.  Grattan  thought  it  more  necelfarv 


* Pari.  Debate.5,  p.  63. 
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tliere  than  in  Great  Britain  : it  ^vas  certainly  a ftrong  meafure,  hut  at  liiat 
crifis  extremely  neceflliry.  On  that  fame  day  (I3th  January)  i\Ir.  Secretary 
Hobart  gave  notice,  that  he  Ihould  at  an  farly  day,  move  the  houfe  to  take 
into  confideration,  that  part  of  the  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech,  where  he  recom- 
mended the  parliament  to  take  into  confideration  the  fituation  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  that  kingdom : and  alfo,  that  when  a committee  of  fupply 
Ihould  fit,  he  would  bring  forward  a meafure  for  modifying  the  hearth-mo- 
ney tax,  fo  as  to  render  it  lefs  burthenfome  to  the  poor.  This  condu6t  of 
adminiftration  brought  forth  the  heartieft  applaufes  from  the  oppofition 
bench.  Mr.  Duquery  remarked,  that  minifters  had  done  more  in  the  firft 
week  of  that  felTion,  than  ever  he  had  read  of,  to  tranquillize  the  nation  and 
rellore  confidence  to  that  houfe.  Upon  Mr.  Grattan’s  exprelfmg  his  inten- 
tion of  bringing  forward  a libel  bill,  like  that  of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Hobart 
avowed,  that  the  attorney  general  had  it  alfo  in  contemplation.  Leave  was 
given  to  IVIr,  Forbes  to  bring  in  a refponfibility  bill  and  a penfion  bill,  and  to 
]\Ir.  Grattan  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  improvement  of  barren  land.  Thus 
palfed  one  week  in  the  Irilh  parliament  without  a fymptom  of  oppofition. 
Every  thing  propofed  for  the  good  of  the  country,  was  unanimoufly  adopted 
by  both  fides  of  the  houfe.  In  order  to  give  time  to  digeft  the  weight  of  im- 
portant matter  before  the  houfe,  they  adjourned  from  the  15th  to  the  18th 
of  January,  1793. 

On  the  Sift  of  January,  the  houfe  according  to  order  took  into  confidera- 
tion the  lord  lieutenant’s  and  privy  council’s  proclamation*  of  the  8th  of 
December  laft,  for  difperfing  all  unlawful  alfemblies,  when  Lord  Headfort 

* Notwithftanding  the  proclamation  of  the  8th  of  December,  1792,  the  Goldfmith’s  corps  pa- 
raded in  Ship  Street,  on  Sunday  the  24th,  but  were  difperfed  by  Alderman  Warren.  Mr.  Stewart 
(of  Killymoon)  faid,  in  the  debate,  that  they  were  entitled  to  praife  for  difperfing  at  the  inftance  of 
the  magiftrate.  At  the  clofe  of  this  debate.  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  in  a very  vehement  tone, 
declared,  “ I give  my  moft  hearty  difapprobation  to  that  addrefs,  for  I do  think  that  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant and  the  majority  of  this  houfe,  are  the  worft  fubjefts  the  king  has.”  A loud  cry  of  to  the 
“ bar,”  and  “ take  down  his  words”  immediately  echoed  from  every  part  of  the  houfe.  The  houfe 
was  cleared  in  an  inftant,  and  ftrangers  were  not  re-admitted  for  nearly  three  hours.  , 

He  was  admitted  to  explain  himfelf,  and  on  his  explaining,  the  houfe 

“ Refoked  nem.  con.  That  the  excufe  offered  by  the  Right  Hon.  Edward  Fitzgerald,  commonly 
“ called  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  for  the  faid  words  fo  fpoken,  is  unfatisfaftoiy  and  infufiicient 
and  he  was  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar  on  the  next  day,  when  his  apology  was  received,  though  not 
without  a divifion  upon  its  fufficiency : for  receiving  it  135,  againft  it  66.  (12  Farl,  Deb.  p.  82.) 
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moved  a refolution  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  lord  lieutenant  for  the 
proclamation,  which  his  excellency  had  ilTued,  and  for  the  vigilance  and 
attention,  which  he  had  manifefted,  to  preferve  the  public  tranquillity;  and 
that  they  applauded  the  wifdom  of  his  excellency,  in  feparating  thofe  who 
fo  laudably  alTociated  for  the  purpofes  of  defending  that  country  from  fo- 
reign invafion,  as  well  as  to  preferve  domeilic  tranquillity  from  thofe,  whof& 
declared  objects  were  tumult,  difaffeflion,  and  fedition. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  approved  of  the  addrefs;  at  the  fame  time  he 
wilhed  that  a line  of  diflinftion  Ihould  be  made  between  the  old  volunteer 
corps,  and  any  modern  corps,  who  might  make  ufe  of  any  difaffeded  em- 
blems. 

Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  then  read  a fummons  from  the  Goldfmith’s  corps ; 
an  addrefs  from  the  fociety  of  United  Irilhmen  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland ; 
likewife  the  refolutions  entered  into,  at  a meeting  of  delegates  from  feveral 
of  the  Dublin  volunteer  corps.  He  faid,  that  from  thefe  refolutions,  thofe 
corps  came  within  the  defcription  and  meaning  of  the  proclamation,  it  was  a 
matter  of  great  fatisfa61ion  to  him  to  find,  that  the  condu6l  of  adminiftra- 
tion  in  that  bufinefs  had  met  with  the  approbation  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe.  It  appeared  to  be  the  general  fenfe  of  the  houfe  to 
fhun  a debate. 

After  a loud  cry  for  the  queftion  had  ceafed,  Mr.  Grattan  faid  he  ap- 
proved of  the  proclamation  as  much  as  he  condemned  the  ufe  which  the 
minifter  attempted  to  make  of  it.  The  proclamation  arraigned  a certain 
body  of  men,  whom  it  defcribed  to  be  an  affociation  affuming  devices  and 
emblems  of  difaffe6tion.  The  minifter  applied  that  to  the  volunteers  of  the 
city  and  the  county;  and  under  that  colour  propofed  to  difperfe  them;  and 
in  order  to  juftify  that  proje6l,  he  produced  a formal  charge ; viz.  a fum- 
mons purporting  to  be  that  of  the  corps  of  Goldfmiths,  reciting  that  the 
delegates  of  the  corps  were  to  affemble,  to  celebrate  the  retreat  of  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick,  and  the  French  vi6lory  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  inciting  the 
Goldfmith’s  corps  to  attend.  He  did  not  alk,  how  far  it  were  difcreet  to  ce- 
lebrate fuch  an  event,  but  he  afked,  was  it  a ground  for  difmifling  the  vo- 
lunteers? Neither  did  he  confider  that  the  imitation  of  French  ftyle  or  flip- 
pery  was  a fufficient  ground  for  the  minifter  to  difperfe  the  corps,  or  was  it 
fuch  an  offence  as  came  within  the  defcription  of  the  proclamation  ? The 
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miniller,  liiiiifelf,  aware  that  his  firft  charge  was  inlufficient,  had  produced 
another.  He  had  read  a long  add  refs  from  a fociety  called  the  United 
Irillimen,  inviting  the  people  of  Ireland  to  alfemble  in  a national  convention, 
and  containing  an  abundance  of  other  matter;  and  he  then  produced  a fuc- 
ceffion  of  refolutions  from  fonie  of  the  corps  of  Dublin,  one  of  which  refo- 
lutions  returns  thanks  to  the  fociety  of  United  Irillimen.  The  minifter  was 
doing  the  very  thing,  which  he  wilhed  to  prevent;  he  was  provoking  a general 
aiTnament;  he  was  doing  more,  he  was  detaching  that  armament  from  par- 
liament. In  his  charge  againft  the  volunteers  he  had  mentioned  a national 
convention.  He  hoped  that  houfe  would,  by  reforming  the  parliament, 
prevent  fuch  an  affembly,  the  confequences  of  which  might  be  very  unfor- 
tunate; but  if  the  miniller  wilhed  to  give  fuch  an  alfembly  an  army  at  its 
back,  he  was  taking  the  method,  by  committing  that  houfe  as  well  as  him- 
felf,  with  the  volunteers,  and  attempting  to  detach  them  from  the  eftablillied 
conftitution.  The  objeOl  of  the  right  honorable  mover,  in  1779,  of  refolutions 
of  thanks  to  the  volunteers,  was  to  attach  them  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons : 
he  thought  the  obje6l  was  a right  one.  That  of  the  minifter  was  to  detach 
them  from  the  houfe  : he  thought  the  objedl  was  an  evil  one,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  miniller  preceded  convicted  him  of  imprudence.  He  there- 
fore defired,  in  giving  his  approbation  to  the  proclamation,  to  be  dillindtly 
underflood.  He  approved  of  it,  becaufe  it  did  propofe  to  difperfe  the  national 
guard,  and  becaufe  it  did  not  propofe  to  difperfe  the  volunteers.  The  ad- 
drefs  palfed  unanimoufly. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  1793,  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  prefented  to  the 
houfe  a petition  of  certain  Roman  Catholics  bilhops  of  Ireland  and  others, 
on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  fellow  fubjc6ls  of  the  fame  perfualion,  v Inch 
w'as  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.* 

Then 

* 15  Com.  Journ.  p.  14 1.  The  petition  of  John  Thomas  Troy,  Roman  Catholic  Archbifliop  of 
Dublin  ; Dominick  Bellew,  Roman  Catholic  Bilhop  of  Killala;  Richard  O’Reilly,  Roman  Catholic 
Billiop  of  Ulfter  j Thomas  Bray,  Roman  Catholic  Archbilliop  of  Catliel;  Richard  M'Cormick, 
Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Edward  Byrne,  Thomas  Warren,  Denis  Thomas  O’Brien,  Valentine  O’Con- 
nor, Hugh  Hamill,  Chriftopher  Bellew,  and  feveral  others,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubferibed, 
on  behalf  of  themfeh  es  and  the  reft  of  the  Catholics  of  Irelandj  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  are 
fubje6t  to  a variety  of  fevere  and  oppreflive  laws,  inflifting  on  them  inabilities  and  difqnalifications 
unknown  to  any  other  defeription  of  his  majefty’s  fubjedls,  the  further  continuation  of  which  they 
humbly  conceived  their  dutiful  demeanour  and  unremitting  loyalty  for  above  one  hundred  years,  muft 
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Then  ^Nlr.  Hobart  faid,  he  was  aware  that  many  of  thofe  gentlemen  whom 
he  moft  refpecled  were  not  likely  to  concur  in  the  meafures  he  Ihould  pro- 
pofe;  but  in  that  point  he  trufted  that  he  differed  from  them  for  the  real 
advantage  of  the  country.  He  was  alfo  aware  that  in  the  laft  feffion  of  par- 
liament a petition  for  the  very  meafure  he  fliould  now  propofe  had  been 
rejected,  and  that  he  himfelf  had  voted  for  that  rejedtion ; but  he  declared 
that  under  the  fame  circumftances,  he  would  again  vote  for  its  rejection;  it 
was  then  evident  to  every  man  that  the  fentiments  of  the  country  on  tliat 
fubjedt  had  materially  altered  fmce  that  time;  it  was  well  known,  that  at  that 
time  the  opinion  of  the  country  was  not  rij>e  for  fuch  a meafure.  The  cir- 
cumftances of  the  prefent  time  would  juftify  a very  material  alteration  in  the  • 

fentiments  of  that  houfe.  The  condudl  of  the  Roman  Catholics  had  proved 
that  they  were  perfectly  attached  to  the  conftitution ; and  at  that  particular 
period,  every  man  who  was  attached  to  the  conftitution  thould  receive  en- 
couragement from  the  houfe.  He  trufted  fuch  Avould  ever  be  their  condudt, 
and  fuch  would  ever  be  the  encouragement  received  by  men  attached  to  the 
conftitution. 

His  firft  objedt,  and  what  the  Roman  Catholics  feem  to  have  moft  at  heart, 

Avas  the  right  of  voting  at  eledtions  for  members  of  parliament;  this  he 
Avifhed  to  have  reftored  to  them,  and  would  recommend  the  unlimited  exten- 
fion  of  this  franchife. 

For  that  purpofe  it  Avould  be  neceffary  to  repeal  a claufe  in  the  ift  of 
Geo.  II.  and  that  would  extend  to  permitting  Roman  Catholics  to  vote  in 
cities  and  towns  corporate  for  magiftrates. 

The  next  propofition  would  be  to  repeal  the  6th  of  Anne,  fo  far  as  prohibits 
Papilts  from  being  grand  jurors,  unlefs  there  are  not  a fufficient  number  of 
Proteftant  freeholders  to  ferve. 

The  next  would  be  to  repeal  the  29th  of  George  II.  fo  far  as  alloAving  a 
challenge  againft  any  Papift  on  a petit  jury,  in  caufes  Avhere  a Proteftant  and 
Papift  Avere  the  parties. 

evince  to  be  equally  impolitic  and  unneceffary ; that  this  fyftera  of  injurious  exclufion  had  operated 
not  lefs  to  the  particular  depreflion  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  than  to  the  general  obftrudion  of  the 
true  and  manifeft  interefts  of  the  country ; the  petitioners  therefore  humbly  prayed,  that  the  houfe 
might  be  pleafed  to  take  the  whole  of  their  cafe,  into  confideration,  and  in  conformity  to  the  benign 
withes  of  his  majefty,  for  the  union  of  all  his  people  in  fentiraent,  atfedtion,  and  intereft,  to  rehore 
the  petitioners  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  conftitution  of  their  country. 


He 


408 


AN  HISTOllICAL  REVIEW 


He  alfo  would  propofe,  that  his  majefty  might  be  empowered  and  autho- 
rized to  enable  the  Roman  Catholics  to  endow  a college  or  univerfity,  and 
fchools. 

That  the  laws  which  prevented  them  from  carrying  arms,  fliould  be  fo 
far  repealed  as  to  perfons  poffeffing  a certain  degree  of  property ; but  by  no 
means  fo  as  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  lower  order  of  the  people. 

As  to  the  army  and  navy,  it  was,  he  faid,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  go- 
vernment of  England,  to  admit  Roman  Catholics  to  bear  commiffions  in  thefe 
departments  of  the  ftate;  and  that  in  due  time  meafuresfor  the  fame  purpofe 
would  be  propofed  there,  when  a communication  with  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment fliould  have  been  had  upon  that  point. 

As  to  civil  offices,  he  wiflied  Roman  Catholics  might  be  enabled  to  hold 
them;  but  in  that  inftance,  he  would  fuggeft  the  propriety  of  neceffary  limi- 
tations. 

He  underftood  that  Roman  Catholics  laboured  ftill  under  fome  feverities 
with  refpeft  to  perfonal  property ; which  appeared  merely  accidental,  and  to 
exift  from  inadvertence,  and  thefe  he  rvould  propofe  to  repeal.  In  thus  en- 
deavouring to  bring  forward  fuch  meafures  as  were  likely  to  carry  into  effe6t 
his  majefty’s  recommendation  to  parliament,  he  hoped  and  trufted  he  Avas 
acting  for  the  advantage  of  the  country,  and  in  conformity  to  that  difpofi- 
tion,  which  government  had  manifefted  to  meet  the  wiffies  of  the  people. 
Government  had  proved  it  by  having  in  that  feffion  taken  up  the  idea  of 
relieving  the  lower  order  of  people  from  the  hearth-money  tax,  and  it  was  the 
determination  of  government,  in  that  feffion,  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  would 
tend  to  promote  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom  in  general. 

He  had  almoft  omitted  a material  point  in  his  propofitions,  Avhich  is,  that  the 
executive  government  might  be  enabled  to  grant  to  Roman  Catholics  com- 
miflions  of  the  peace. 

He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring:  in  a bill  for  the  further  relief  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  fubje6ls  profeffing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  Hercules  Langrilhe ; and  moft  vehe- 
mently oppofed  by  Dr.  Duigenan,  Avho  in  a very  long  and  elaborate  fpeech 
colle6led  together  whatever  the  acrimonious  bigotry  of  former  days  had 
fuggelled  againll  the  Catholics,  and  retailed  it  with  new  and  enthufiaffic  bit- 
ternefs.  He  and  Mr.  Ogle  were  the  only  two  upon  the  divifion,  who  oppofed 
the  bringing  in  of  the  bill. 
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On  the  5tli  of  February,  Lord  Hilfboroiigli  moved  for  leave,  which  Avas 
granted,  to  bring  in  a bill  to  eftablifh  a militia,  Avhich,  as  nearly  as  circum- 
ftances  would  permit,  he  would  wilh  to  form  on  the  fame  plan  as  that  of  Eng- 
land. The  whole  number  of  men  he  propofed  to  be  10,000,  upon  a rough 
eftimate  500  for  each  county.  IMr.  Grattan  made  fome  obfervations  on 
the  ftate  of  the  country,  as  apparent  in  the  public  accounts.  His  remarks 
■were  folloAved  by  a motion  “ for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  for  the  better  fe- 
“ curing  a reform  in  parliament,  and  for  manifefting  the  loyalty  of  the  people 
“ of  Ireland.”  This  motion  he  introduced  Avith  a fpeech  of  confiderable 
length  ; the  tendency  of  Avhich  Avas  to  diCAv,  that  Avhile  parliament  AA^as  giv- 
ing government  an  extraordinary  fupply,  greater  than  ever  that  houfe  had 
granted,  and  a great  addition  to  the  army,  it  ought  at  the  fame  time  to  fe- 
cure  to  the  people  a reform  of  parliament.  It  had  been  hated,  that  their 
reA’enues  Avere  deficient  153,000/.  per  annum,  and  their  expences  Avere  to  be 
increafed  100,000/.  per  annum,  for  the  further  augmentation  of  the  army  ; 
100,000/.  for  a contingent  encampment;  and,  perhaps,  50,000/.  more  for  a 
militia.  All  thofe  expences  to  be  fuperadded  to  a peace  eftablidiment,  already 
exceeding  their  revenues  153,000/.  The  minifter  propofed  a lottery,  two 
loans,  a vote  of  credit,  and  fome  neAv  taxes,  a great  army  and  a militia.  It 
AV’as  a neAv  and  a ferious  propofition.  He  Avilhed  to  give  the  government  every 
necelfary  fupport,  and  the  people  every  conftitutional  redrefs  : he  confidered 
the  latter  neceffaiy  to  effectuate  the  former,  becaufe  they  Avere  to  combat 
French  principles  by  the  fuperiority  of  their  conftitution,  as  Avell  as  the  fupe- 
riority  of  their  arms.  But,  for  the  better  underftanding  his  principles,  he 
referred  them  to  an  addrefs  Avhich  he  then  moA’ed  : the  reception  it  would  re- 
ceive, Avould  be  the  teft  of  their  fmcerity  on  the  fubjeCt  of  reform. 

‘‘  That  Ave  fee  Avith  juft  alarm  the  tranquillity  of  thefe  realms  in  danger  of 
“ being  difturbed  by  the  ambition  of  France,  conneCled  Avith  the  propaga- 
“ tion  of  principles  that  lead  to  the  fubverfion  of  peace  and  order. 

“ That  Ave  feel  a deep  forroAv  at  the  atrocious  confequences  of  fuch  crimi- 
nal  delufions,  and  an  immediate  intereft  in  common  Avith  the  throne  to 
“ defend  the  faith  of  treaties  againft  violation,  and  the  fettled  principles  of 
“ government  againft  anarchy  and  plunder.  The  advantages  Ave  ha\"e  de- 
“ ri\’ed  under  his  majefty ’s  reign  ; his  late  gracious  interpofition ; the  paflions 
“ and  pride  of  his  people,  as  Avell  as  their  duty  and  intereft  attacked  in  his 
“ royal  perfoil  and  dignity,  have  induced  us  to  feize  the  firft  moments  to 
VoL.  11.  5 F alfure 
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“ alRire  liis  majefiy  of  our  unalterable  attachment  to  his  royal  houfe,  and  of 
“ the  unanimous  and  cordial  determination  of  his  fubje^ls  of  Ireland,  to  ftand 
“ ever  by  the  tln  one,  and  to  prefer ve  at  all  times  our  connexion  with  Great 
“ Britain. 

“ That  we  are  now  dire6ling  our  attention  to  fuch  meafures,  as  may  give 
“ his  majefty’s  government,  at  this  critical  junfture,  every  neceffary  and  ho* 
norable  fupport ; and  that  if  for  fuch  an  important  fubje6t  we  now  for  a 
“ fliort  time  delay,  among  other  bufinefs,  the  confideration  of  what  we  con- 
‘‘  ceive  to  be  the  general  and  juft  wifli  of  his  majefty's  fubjedls,  a more  equal 
reprefentation  of  the  people,  in  the  digefting  of  which  much  time  may  be 
“ required;  we,  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons,  moft  humbly  requeft,  that  his 
“ majefty  ■will  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  continue  the  feftion  even  beyond  the 
“ ufual  period,  if  neceftary,  in  order  to  give  his  faithful  commons  full  time, 
“ this  prefent  feftion,  to  apply  their  faculty  and  induftry  to  mature  and  com- 
“ plete  fo  important  a bufinefs  as  a reform  of  parliament,  that  by  giving  his 
“ majefty’s  fubjedts,  purfuant  to  the  gracious  recommendation  from  the 
’ throne,  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  ; and  by  giving  his  government  every 
“ neceftary  ftrength,  we  may  more  efi'edlually  unite  in  fupport  of  the  king 
“ and  conftitution.” 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objedted  to  the  addrefs,  as  combining 
fubjedts  not  naturally  connedled. 

The  Qth  of  February,  1793,  proved  a confiderable  check  upon  the  confi- 
dence which  the  oppofition  had  during  the  firft  w’eek  of  the  feftion,  placed  in 
the  fincerity  of  adminiftration.  According  to  order,  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  a committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftateof  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament.  When  *j\Ir.  Grattan,  who  took  the  lead  on  this  queftion, 
opened  a very  interefting  fpeech,  with  the  obfervation,  that  a more  important 
queftion  was  never  agitated  in  parliament.  In  1782,  the  queftion  was, 
“ Whether  Ireland  Ihould  be  governed  by  the  parliament  of  another  coun- 
try the  prefent  was,  “ Whether  fire  Ihould  enjoy  a parliament  of  her  own. 
“ As  the  fubjedt  of  parliamentary  reform  was  then  pofted,  it  was  impofifi- 
ble  for  government  to  retreat  from  it.  Their  declaration  on  the  4th  day  of 
the  feftion,  the  words  of4he  lord-lieutenant’s  fecretary,  the  liberal  grants  of 
the  houfe  had  eftablilhed  the  neceflfity  of  acceding  to  a reform  in  parliament, 
and  had  fealed  the  doom  of  every  rotten  borough  in  the  kingdom.  Whence 

* 13  ParU  Debates. 
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he  colle6le(l  two  Inferences  ; that  the  parliament  would  be  reformed,  and  that 
the  reform  would  take  place  that  feffion.  In  this  confidence  he  moved  the 
three  following  refolutions  : ifi.  “ That  the  rep  refen  tation  of  the  people  is  at- 
“ tended  with  great  and  heavy  charges  and  payments,  in  confequence  of  elec- 
“ tions  and  returns  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  and  that  faid  abufes 
“ ouo-ht  to  be  abolilhed.  2dlv.  That  of  the  three  hundred  members  eleded 

O 

‘‘  to  ferve  in  parliament,  the  counties,  and  counties  of  cities  and  towns,  toge- 
‘‘  ther  with  the  univcrfity,  return  eighty-four  members ; and  that  the  re- 
maining  two  hundred  and  fixteen  are  returned  by  boroughs  and  manors, 
“ 3dly.  That  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament  re- 
“ quires  amendment.”  Upon  the  firftof  thefe  having  been  moved,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  objedled  to  it,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  teaching 
the  public  to  defpife  the  prefent  fyftcm  before  a better  was  provided.  He  did 
not  mean  to  oppofe  a parliamentary  reform  ; but  to  prevent  premature  and 
“ unnecelfary  decifion.  The  wife  way  would  be  to  produce  a fyftem  of  re- 
form, by  it  to  remove  the  exifting  defects,  not  to  libel  them.  He  cautioned 
gentlemen  againft  appealing  from  that  houfe  to  the  public  ; and  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  the  following  refolutions : — “ That  under  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
“ reprefentation,  the  privileges  of  the  people,  the  trade  and  the  profperity  of 
“ the  country,  have  greatly  encreafed ; and  that  if  any  plan  be  produced 
“ likely  to  cncreafe  thofe  advantages,  and  not  hazard  what  we  already  pof- 
fefs,  it  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  molt  ferious  confideration.” 

Mr.  Forbes  objefted  to  the  amendment,  as  it  was  unparliamentary  to  move 
as  an  amendment,  what  went  entirely  to  fupercede  the  original  motion.  A 
very  warm  debate  enfued,  wfiiich,  on  the  part  of  government,  was  evidently 
aimed  at  checking  and  damping  the  progrefs  of  the  great  queftion  of  reform, 
to  which  they  never  cordially  acceded.  At  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  IMr.  Ho- 
bart begged  to  be  underftood  as  having  given  no  opinion  regarding  the 
queftion  of  reform,  but  was  againft  any  refolution  which  reflefted  on  parlia- 
ment : he  therefore  recommended  to  the  chairman  to  report  progTefs,  and  beg 
leave  to  fit  again.  Mr.  Grattan,  in  reply,  lamented  what  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  had  faid  ; it  damped  his  joy,  but  fliould  not  flacken  his  efforts.^' 

The 


* In  a conve.rfatlon  on  the  l5th  of  February,  about  the  Catholic  bill’s  taking  the  precedency  of 
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The  hoiife  divided:  for  the 'amendment  153,  againil  it  71.  Thenceforth 
was  revived  the  old  fyftem  of  oppofition,  and  the  hope  of  a coalition  in  the 
great  national  queftion  became  evanefeent. 

On  the  next  day  IVIr.  Hobart  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  was  diredled  by 
•his  excellency  to  deliver  the  following  meffage  : 

“ WESTMORELAND. 

“ I HAVE  his  majefty’s  commands  to  acquaint  the  Houfe 
“ of  Commons,  that  the  aifembly  now  exercifmg  the  powers  of  government 
“ in  France,  have,  without  previous  notice,  dire6led  acts  of  hoftility  to  be 
“ committed  againft  the  perfons  and  property  of  his  majefty’s  fiibje6ts,  in 
“ breach  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  moft  pofitive  ftipulations  of  treaty ; 

and  have  fince,  on  the  moft  gronndlefs  pretences,  adlually  declared  war 
‘‘  againft  his  majefty,  and  the  United  Provinces.  Under  the  circumftances 
“ of  this  wanton  and  unprovoked  aggreflion,  his  majefty  has  taken  the  necef- 
“ fary  fteps  to  maintain  the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  to  vindicate  the  rights 
‘‘  of  his  people  : and  his  majefty  relies  with  confidence  on  the  firm  and  effec- 
“ tual  fupport  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  on  the  zealous  exertions  of  a 
“ brave  and  loyal  people,  in  profecuting  a juft  and  neceftary  war;  and  in  en- 
“ deavouring,  under  the  blefling  of  Providence,  to  oppofe  an  effedual  bar- 
“ rier  to  the  further  progrefs  of  a fyftem,  which  ftrikes  at  the  fecurity  and 
“ peace  of  all  independent  nations,  and  is  purfued  in  open  defiance  of  every 
“ principle  of  moderation,  good  faith,  humanity,  and  juftice. 

“ In  a caufe  of  fuch  general  concern,  his  majefty  has  every  reafon  to  hope 
“ for  the  cordial  co-operation  of  thofe  powers  who  are  united  with  his  ma- 
“ jefty  by  the  ties  of  alliance,  or  who  feel  an  intereft  in  preventing,  t-he  exten- 

” majefty’s  minifters  and  this  houfe,  tliat  if  they  propofe  to  maintain  in  this  country  a particle  of  au- 
‘‘  thority,  they  muft  accede  to  a redrefs  of  grievances.  The  nation  begins  to  doubt  the  fincerity  of 
“ thofe  minifters.  I know  on  our  fide  every  thing  is  fincere  ; I apprehend  it  is  not  fo  on  their’s  . 
“ We  found  in  the  queftion  of  Monday  a change  in  their  language  and  their  conduftj  but  we 
“ tell  them  it  is  in  vain  to  trifle  with  the  country  you  are  now  in  a fituation,  in  which  it  may  be 
“ necetfary  to  call  out  the  exertions  of  the  nation  for  its  defence : you  never  will  command  thofe 
” exertions  until  you  agree  to  redrefs  her  grievances,  and  to  reform  her  reprefentation,  which  is 
“ one  of  them.  My  friend  has  now  introduced  two  bills,  a penfion  bill,  and  a refponfibility  bill. 
” He  introduces  his  place  bill  I believe  to-morrow.  Two  of  thofe  bills  conftitute  the  internal  part 
. “ of  the  reform  of  parliament : we  will  debate  them  the  next  week,  and  put  the  queftion  to  his  ma- 
jefly’s  minifters,  whether  they  are  friends  or  enemies  to  the  reform,  that  the  cation  may  know 
what  Ihe  is  to  expert  from  them.” 
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“ fion  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  and  contributing  to  the  fecurity  and  tran- 

quillity  of  Europe.” 

Addrefles  for  this  ineflage  to  his  majefty  and  the  lord-lieutenant,  were  im- 
mediately voted.  When  Mr.  Hobart,  on  the  l6th  of  February,  prefented  the 
Roman  Catholic  bill  to  the  houfe  : he  made  no  comments  upon  it,  but  only 
moved,  that  it  Ihould  be  read  a fecond  time  on  the  following  Friday.  Some 
few  members  oppofed  the  motion,  though  it  paffed  without  a divilion.  Sir 
Lawrence  Parfons  fpoke  very  much  at  large  againft  it ; as  did  alfo  Dr.  Dui- 
genan,  though  not  fo  diffufely  as  on  the  prefentation  of  the  petition. 

Although  the  houfe  had  adopted  the  principle  of  reform,  by  going  into  a 
committee  upon  the  queflion,  yet  their  fincerity  in  adopting  it  was  highly 
queftionable,  from  the  oppofition  the  majority  of  them  gave  to  every  prelimi- 
nary meafure,  which  tended  to  forward  it.  J\Ir.  Forbes,  on  the  ipth  of 
February,  moved,  “ That  the  clerks  of  the  peace,  and  other  returning 
“ officers  in  the  feveral  boroughs  throughout  the  kingdom,  do  lay  before 
“ this  houfe,  on  or  before  this  day  fortnight,  lifts  of  the  electors  in  their  re- 
“ fpedive  boroughs,  with  the  refpe61ive  qualifications,  on  which  they  exer- 
“ cifed  the  eledlive  franchife.” 

Moderate  and  neceflary  as  fuch  a ftep  appeared  to  the  friends  of  reform,  it 
was  refifted  with  all  the  force  of  government,  and  loft  by  a divifion  of  137 
againft  48.*  The  addrefs  of  Mr.  Grattan  in  this  debate  to  the  government, 

after 

* As  this  debate  produced  a warm  perfonal  altercation  between  Mr.  Corry  and  Mr.  G.  Pon- 
fonby  5 and  as  both  thefe  gentlemen  were  leading  men  in  their  refpedlive  parties,  it  will  throw 
fome  light  upon  the  views  and  motives  of  the  government  and  oppofition  of  thofe  days,  to  expofe  to 
the  judgment  of  the  unbiafled  reader  the  reciprocal  attacks  of  fuch  men  upon  each  other.  Mr. 
G.  Ponfonby  had  obfei-ved,  that  the  committee  had  been  moved  for  by  a gentleman,  a friend  of  go- 
vernment j and  he  could  not  help  taking  notice,  that  from  the  moment  he  made  the  motion,  that 
gentleman  had  never  taken  one  ftep  in  the  committee  of  his  own  appointing ; never  had  opened  his 
mouth  j never  had  uttered  one  fyllable.  What  then  could  the  public  think  of  parliamentaiy  re- 
form, or  of  that  gentleman’s  fincerity,  when  they  faw  that  the  committee  moved  by  him  was 
merely  a pit,  into  which  it  was  intended  parliamentary  reform  Ihould  fall  and  be  fmothered  ? But 
minifters  will  find  they  have  deceived  tliemfelves  in  this,  as  upon  other  occafions,  where  they  adted 
with  the  fame  art  and  duplicity  j they  may  be  aflfured  they  will  not  fo  eafily  get  rid  of  the  fubjeft, 
for  we  will  follow  it  up  from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  and  never  be  deterred  until  we 
have  fucceeded. 

Mr.  Corry  feh  himfelf  fo  perfonally  called  upon,  that  he  Ihould  think  himfelf  wanting  in  refpea 
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after  a long  fpecch,  was  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted,  “ You  fay  to  us,  (ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  the  treafLuy  bench),  do  not  enquire  into  particular  facts, 

to  the  houfe,  were  he  not  to  (late  liis  conduct  to  them.  A right  honorable  gentleman  having  given 
notice,  that  he  intended  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  a parliamentary  reform  j and  the 
fame  evening  a motion  having  been  made  for  “ a committee  to  enquire  into  the  abufes  in  the  com- 
“ mons  reprelentation  5”  that  motion  falling  immediately  upon  the  fpeech  on  the  fubjed  of  reform, 
did  not  appear  to  them  very  well  calculated  to  attain  the  end  it  pretended  to  purfue.  He  had  always 
been  a friend  to  parliamentary  reform  ; many  years  ago  he  took  it  up  ; he  liked  it  upon  principles, 
and  was  pledged  to  the  meafure  : the  motion  was  an  attack  upon  government  5 it  was  likely  to  de- 
feat the  meafure,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  highly  objedtionable.  Having  voted  both  nights  with 
the  honorable  gentleman,  he  could  only  fay,  that  he  was  forry  he  had  given  two  votes  on  queftions 
fo  trifling,  introduced  upon  a fubjed,  v hich  ought  to  have  been  taken  on  a greater  fcale. 

He  then  aiked,  which  aded  with  more  fincerity,  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  voted  for  the 
committee  againfl  his  judgment ; or  he  who  endeavoured  to  make  the  committee  as  much  as  pofli- 
ble  eflbdual  ? Did  he  talk  of  fincerity,  whofe  life  had  been  one  tilfue  of  infincerity?  Did  he  talk 
of  fincerity  ? He  would  talk  with  him  on  that  theme  until  the  blood  fliould  rufli  back  to  his  heart 
aftrighted  from  his  countenance.  Did  he  talk  of  fincerity  ? Why,  fir,  if  infincerity  were  to  be 
perfonified,  it  would  take  the  fliape  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Let  not  then  the  gentleman  who  had  given  the  moft  unqualified  and  unlimited  fupport  to  every 
meafure  of  every  adminiftration  that  would  truft  him,  pretend  to  charader  j he  never  would  recover 
charader  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Ponlbnby  faid,  I wifli  the  honorable  gentleman  had  gone  on  as  he  afl'erted  he  might,  to  ani- 
madvert on  my  condud,  he  had  no  reafon  to  flop.  I am  able  to  defend  myfelf  againfl  his  ability,  and 
againfl  his  malevolence.  His  firft  charge  is,  that  I voted  againfl  a parliamentary  reform  : I did,  fir : I 
voted  againfl  it,  when  an  armed  convention  introduced  it  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  point 
of  the  bayonet  j and  would  again  oppofe  it,  if  brought  forw'ard  in  tlie  fame  manner.  I did  fo,  be- 
caufe  I had  fpirit  enough  to  do  what  he  would  not  venture  to  attempt.  He  fays,  that  I was  de- 
graded : the  charge  is  falfe,  I fpurned  the  defpicable  adminiftration  of  Lord  Buckingham,  w’hich 
he  fupported:  and  though  I might  have  returned  with  increafed  influence,  I rejeded  them  with 
abhorrence  and  contempt.  So  much  for  the  truth  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

He  fays,  I voted  againfl  a penfion  bill : I did  fo,  and  would  do  fo  again,  if  it  were  not  coupled 
with  a refponfibility  bill,  and  other  meafures  which  the  country  demands.  He  fays,  the  public  do 
not  give  me  their  confidence  : Sir,  I am  not  vain  enough  to  fay  they  do ; but  I will  give  them 
fuch  proofs,  that  whatever  confidence  they  may  have  in  my  motives,  they  will  be  convinced  by  my 
adions  that  I am  their  friend. 

We,  fir,  who  ad  on  this  fide  of  the  houfe,  are  not  afraid  of  the  afperfions,  that  are  thrown  upon 
us  as  men  combined  to  force  ourfelves  into  power,  while  we  fee  minifters  every  now  and  then 
taking  up  one  of  our  meafures,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  people  : they  take  great  credit  to  them- 
felves  for  reducing  the  hearth-money,  which  was  our  meafure  ; for  a barren  land-bill,  which  was 
our  meafure.  What  drives  them  to  this  ? Their  want  of  charader.  And  thus  they  will  proceed  ; 
and  when  they  have  adopted  our  meafures  one  by  one,  they  will  then  vaunt  their  popularity,  and 
cry,  Lord,  what  an  upright  adminiftration  we  are  ! 
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bat  go  at  once  to  the  great  principle;  that  very  principle,  which  you  refilled 
but  the  other  night.  What  are  we  to  infer  from  this  condu6t  ? But  that  you 
are  inlincere  on  the  fubje6t  of  parliamentary  reform?  But  I mult  fay,  in  no 
cafe  would  your  iiifincerity  be  fo  mifchievous  both  to  yourfelves  and  to  the 
nation.  The  credit  which  you  took  to  yourfelves  for  favoring  this  objed 
early  in  the  fellion  lias  rendered  your  retreat  not  only  dangerous,  but  im- 
pollible;  by  urging  public  expedation  to  the  very  utmoft,  in  order  to  court 
popularity,  you  have  become  more  mifchievous  than  thofe,  Avhom  you  call 
infurgents. 

lie  went  into  a recital  of  charges  againft  adminiftration.  He  was  forry 
to  be  betrayed,  he  faid,  into  pdTonality,  or  particular  accufation;  he  was 
grown  too  old  for  thofe  things,  but  he  mull  vindicate  himfelf  from  the 
charge  of  embarralfmg  government  wantonly,  and  he  declared,  that  if  they 
fupported  this  meafure  warmly  and  decidedly,  he  would  ferve  them,  though 
he  never  would  ad  with  them,  he  would  vote  with  them  unplaced,  unpen- 
fioned,  and  unofficed,  if  they  conceded  his  favourite  objed  to  the  wilhes  of 
the  people. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1793,  the  Catholic  bill  was  read  a fecond  time, 
and  produced  a very  warm  and  interefting  debate.  Moll  of  the  fpeeches 
on  this  memorable  occafion  were  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby 
and  Mr.  D.  La  Touche  fpoke  againft  it.  On  a qucllion  of  fo  much  im- 
portance to  the  nation,  and  concerning  which  deeply  rooted  prejudices  had 
grown  up  with  moft  of  the  members  from  the  dawn  of  their  intelleds,  it  was 
to  be  expeded,  that  thofe,  who  were  the  moll  fmcere  in  their  former  con- 
vidions,  Ihould  be  the  moft  reludantly  brought  to  abandon  their  early  pre- 
judices. The  general  change  of  opinion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  upon 
the  full  notification  of  the  will  of  the  caftle,  and  confequently  of  the  Britilh 
cabinet,  more  irrefragably  than  any  other  argument  proved  the  dudile 
quality  of  that  houfe  to  every  didate ^of  the  power,  to  which  they  had 
vowed  unqualified  obeilfance.  Some  few  independent  members  beyond 
the  reach  of  that  didadic  fway  difdained  to  fubjed  their  opinions  to  the 
fuggeftions  or  commands  of  a Britilli  miniller.  They  fpoke  firmly  and  refo- 
lutely  upon  the  quellion;  they  drew  forth  from  ]\Ir.  Hobart  (the  oracle  and 
index  of  the  Britilli  cabinet)  a fpecies  of  apology  for  them,  which  illuftrates 
to  demonllration  the  tenure  of  fubmiflion  and  concurrence,  by  which  the 
majority  of  that  houfe  held  their  feats  and  influence.  It  had  (he  faid)  been 
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*tmly  Rated,  that  no  man  had  a right  to  argue,  that  a ful)je6I  debated  in 
that  houfe  was  fuppofed  to  be  influenced  by  the  command  of  his  majefty; 
his  majefty  in  his  good  pleafure  might  recommend  a fubjedl  to  the  conftder- 
ation  of  parliament:  parliament  in  their  duty  and  affediion  would  give 
the  moft  refpedtful  and  attentive  confideration  to  what  his  majefty  recom- 
mended to  their  notice;  but  when  the  meafure  came  before  parliament  in 
the  fliape  of  a bill,  it  then  was  the  meafure  of  the  member,  who  introduced 
it,  and  his  majefty’s  name  was  no  longer  to  be  ufed  in  its  fupport;  and 
therefore  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  early  in  the  debate  was  not  juftified  in 
faying,  this  bill  was  by  his  majefty’s  command. 

lie  agreed  alfo  with  the  honorable  gentleman,  that  his  majefty  had  recom- 
mended to  them  the  care  of  the  Proteftant  eftabliflnnent,  and  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  guard  it  from  injury;  and  therefore  the  queftion  was,  how  far 
could  they  go  iu  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholics  without  (baking  thefecurity 
of  the  Proteftant  eftablilhment?  On  that  queftion  he  had  confulted  with 
fome  of  the  moft  experienced  and  beft  informed  men  in  the  country,  and 
it  did  appear  to  them,  that  the  meafure  now  offered  would  give  effectual 
relief  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  without  (baking  the  Proteftant  eftabliflnnent; 
the  Roman  Catholics  themfeh’es  felt  it  fo;  and  he  was  convinced  it  would 
not  injure  the  Proteftant.  Though  he  differed  from  fome  gentlemen,  for 
whom  he  entertained  the  higheft  regard,  he  knew  that  what  they  were  doing 
would  effentially  ferve  the  country;  it  would  conciliate  the  Roman  Catholics, 
it  would  cement  a common  union  of  intereft  and  affection  amongft  his 
majefty’s  fubje6ls,  and  enable  that  country  to  repel  all  her  enemies. 

After  a very  interefting  and  warm,  though  not  intemperate,  debate,  the 
queftion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  againft  only  one  negative:  and  the 
bill  was  committed  for  the  Monday  following  with  three  negatives.  Of  all 
the  parliamentary  friends  to  Catholic  emancipation,  Mr.  Grattan  f was  the 

mod 
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* That  gentleman  feldom  failed  to  add  to  the  (lupendons  powers  of  hU  oratory  much  hiftorical 
illuftration  upon  every  fubjeft,  which  he  took  in  band.  Alluding  to  an  objection,  that  had  been 
raifed  againft  the  Irith  brigade  being  conftantly  recruited  and  officered  from  Ireland : he  faid,  the  fact 
was  not  fo.  The  Irifti  brigade  was  not  conftantly  recruited  and  officered  from  Ireland,  but  on  the 
contrary  few  of  its  officers,  and  very  few  of  its  men,  were  recruited  from  Ireland.  Gentlemeg 
would  diftlnguiffi  between  officers  of  Iriflr  families  and  of  Irilli  birth,  and  they  would  diftinguilh 
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moft  confiftent,  zealous,  and  perfevering.  His  fentiments  fwaycd  many  opinions 
in  the  nation;  they  alfo  created  difcontent  and  oppofition  in  another  part 
of  the  community.  He  wifhed  the  bill  under  their  confideratiou  had  gone 
further.  He  could  wilh  that  it  had  given  the  Roman  Catholics  the  privileges 
of  other  Diffenters.  Sure,  he  was,  that  was  the  only  found  policy.  He 
thought  however  the  bill  deferved  thanks,  becaufe  it  contained  much,  and 
alfo  becaufe  it  led  to  much  more;  but  the  movTr  would  have  difcovered 
more  fenfe,  if  he  had  then  given  to  the  Catholics  the  whole,  and  had  fettled 
with  them  for  ever. 

When  the  Catholic  bill  was  in  the  committee,  fo  far  had  ancient  prejudices 
and  prepolTeffions  given  way  to  the  royal  recommendation  of  humanity  and 
juftice  towards  three  millions  of  loyal  fubjecls,  that  Wr.  George  Knox  after 

alfo  between  a regiment  bearing  an  Irilli  name,  and  a regiment  filled  with  Iriflimen.  The  firft 
was  the  cafe  of  the  Irifli  brigade,  the  latter  was  not;  for  the  refutation  of  that  part  of  the  objection, 
he  appealed  to  the  knowledge  and  the  candour  of  gentlemen,  who  had  feen  fervice,  and  who  muft 
know  the  charge,  that  the  Irifli  brigade  was  conftantly  officered  and  recruited  from  Ireland,  to  be 
abfolutely  deftitute  of  foundation.  The  objection  proceeded  and  ftated,  that  1 6,000  Irifli  Catholics 
fought  againft  Great  Britain  in  the  American  war.  He  believed  the  number  of  thofe  Irifli  to 
be  greatly  magnified,  and  fure  he  was  that  defeription  was  not  juftj  thofe  Irifli  w'ere  great  in 
numbers.  Prelbyterians  of  the  North,  not  Catholics  of  the  South  j they  emigrated  in  great  bodies, 
and  they  continued  even  then  to  emigrate  to  America  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  not  for  rebellion, 
but  for  land,  or  a better  condition.  Their  fellow  fubjeds  had  emigrated  from  poverty  at  hom.e, 
and  fometimes  had  met  war ; and  if  tliey  wifhed  never  to  meet  them  in  arms  in  other  countries, 
their  method  fliould  have  been  to  give  them  a better  condition  at  home.  The  objeftion  proceeded, 
and  ftated,  that  great  bodies  of  Irifli  fought  againft  England  at  St.  Euflatia  and  St.  Lucia  ; here 
again  the  obje6tion  failed  in  point  of  fa6t  j great  bodies  of  Iriflimen  did  not  fight  againft  England 
a^  St.  Euftatia  and  St.  Lucia.  There  was  indeed  a regiment  of  1800  commanded  by  General 
Dillon,  the  Irifli  brigade,  and  that  he  fuppofed  the  objeftor  conceived  to  have  been  thofe  great 
bodies  of  Iriflimen;  but  that  regiment  was  chiefly  compofed  of  Dutch,  and  of  the  recruits  of 
various  nations,  and  of  very  few  Irifli;  here  again  he  appealed  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  fervice, 
whether  that  part  of  the  obje(Tion  was  not,  like  the  other  parts,  entirely  unfounded.  The  objedion 
proceeded  and  ftated,  that  the  Irifli  Catholics  fupplied  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  enemies  in  a much 
greater  proportion  than  thofe  of  Great  Britain  ; that  he  pofitively  denied.  They  fupplied  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  the  enemy  in  a very  trifling  proportion,  and  they  fupplied  the  fleets  and  armies  of 
Great  Britain  in  a very  great  and  abundant  proportion.  In  the  laft  war,  of  80,000  feamen,  50,000 
were  Irifli  names ; in  Chelfea,  near  one  third  of  the  penfioners  were  Irifli  names;  in  fome  of 
the  men  of  war  almoft  the  whole  complement  of  men  were  Irifli.  With  refpect  to  the  recruiting 
fervice,  it  was  a faft  known  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  that  fince  they  had  recruited  for 
the  foot  in  Ireland,  the  regiments  had  been  filled  in  a great  proportion  with  Irifli  Catholics. 
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a moft  liberal  and  able  fpeecli  moved,  that  the  committee  might  be  em- 
powered to  receive  a claufe  to  admit  Roman  Catholics  to  fit  and  vote  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Major  Doyle  feconded  the  motion,  which  was  hrongly 
fupported  by  Mr.  Daly,  Col.  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  John  O’Neile, 
Mr.  Hardy  and  fome  other  gentlemen  friendly  to  Catholic  emancipation;  it 
was  however  rejeded  upon  a divifion  by  l63  againft  6g.  When  the  Catholic 
bill  had  palTed  its  fecond  reading  in  the  lords,  the  Bilhop  of  Killala  (Dr. 
Law,  the  brother  of  Lord  Ellinborough)  exprelfed  his  ready  and  moft  chear- 
ful  affent  to  a bill  for  the  relief  of  his  long  opprelfed  and  loyal  Catholic  bre- 
thren, and  their  return  to  that  portion  of  the  conftitution,  to  which  the  bill 
before  the  houfe  went  to  admit  them.  His  lordlhip  Avent  into  an  hiftory  of 
the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  penal  ftatutes,  and  deprecated  the  whole 
fyftem,  as  founded  in  the  prejudices  of  a bigoted  and  perfecuting  age,  and 
continued  for  near  a century  with  equal  impolicy  and  injullice  to  a loyal 
body  of  fubjefts,  whofe  condu6t  for  that  period  -was  a full  refutation  of  every 
argument  that  could  be  offered  in  fupport  of  that  code,  under  which  they 
had  fo  long  groaned  with  patient  fubmiffion.  In  times  like  the  prefent, 
when  threatened  by  foreign  enemies,  and  agitated  by  domeftic  diffentions, 
he  whhed  to  unite  the  great  mafs  of  the  country  in  fupport  of  that  confti- 
tution,  to  which  they  had  e^'er  been  loyal,  rather  than  turn  them  againft  it 
l)y  perpetuating  reftri6live  fyftems  and  oppreflive  exclufions,  which  no  exift- 
ing  neceffity  could  warrant,  no  policy  approve. 

He  felt  it  his  duty  to  declare  fully  his  fentiments  on  thefe  points,  becaufe 
he  looked  upon  his  Roman  Catholic  brethren  as  fellow  fubjeds,  and  fellow 
Chriftians,  believers  in  the  fame  God,  and  partners  in  the  fame  redemption. 
Speculative  differences  in  fome  points  of  faith  from  him  were  of  no  account; 
they  and.  he  had  but  one  religion — the  religion  of  Chriltianity.  Therefore, 
as  children  of  the  fame  father— as  travellers  in  the  fame  road — and  feekers 
of  the  fame  falvation,  why  not  love  each  other  as  brothers?  It  was  no  part 
of  Proteftantifm  to  perfecute  Catholics,  and  without  juftice  to  the  Catholic, 
there  could  be  no  fecurity  for  the  Proteftant  eftabliffment;  as  a friend, 
therefore,  to  the  permanency  of  that  eftablifliment,  to  the  profperity  of  the 
country,  and  the  juftice  due  to  his  Catholic  brethren,  he  ftiould  chearfully 
give  his  vote  that  the  bill  be  committed. 

The  Earl  of  Glandore  and  the  Marquis  of  Waterford  fpoke  very  warmly 
upon  the  fubje^l.  Lord  Portarlington  obferved,  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
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Catholic  body,  and  fomewhat  againft  the  tendency  of  certain  parts  of  the 
lords’  report  upon  the  late  difturbances,  that  he  was  one  of  the  committee 
lately  appointed  by  their  lordlhips  to  enquire  into  certain  alarming  ev^ents 
of  late  prevalent  in  that  country,  and  if  he  were  not  fully  convinced,  that  the 
Catholic  body  had  no  concern  whatever  in  the  difturbances  created  by  fomc 
of  their  communion  in  the  north,  he  Ihould  never  give  to  this  bill  the  fiip- 
port  he  then  meant  by  voting  chearfully  for  its  committal. 

The  lord  chancellor  declared  his  moft  earneft  wilh  was,  to  hav’e  made  no 
oppofition  to  the  bill,  to  have  let  it  pafs  without  any  obfervation,  as  the 
Itate  of  the  country  feenied  to  render  it  abfohitely  neceffary  ; but  when  the 
general  principles  of  anarchy,  the  rage  of  innovation,  and  the-epidemical 
phrenzy  feemed  to  ha\’C  reached  that  houfe;  when  inflammatory  declama- 
tion, and  ill-advifed  misftatements  came  from  the  reverend  bench,  it  attached 
upon  the  exifting  government,  and  he  felt  it  neceffary  to  rife  in  defence  of  the 
conftitution.  Before  he  alluded  more  particularly  to  the  right  reverend  pre- 
late, he  muff  affume  the  office  of  his  apologift,  and  the  apology  he  had  to 
offer  for  him,  was  an  utter  and  radical  ignorance  of  the  laws  and  conftitu- 
tion of  the  countryj  from  whence  he  came,  and  the  laws  and  conffitution  of 
the  country,  in  which  he  lived.  Then  after  having  difclaimed  any  peiffonal 
bigotry  or  acrimony,  he  entered  into  a wide  field  of  juftification  of  the  whole 
penal  code  on  the  fcore  of  temporary  neceffity,  and  enlarged  upon  the  per- 
nicious tendency  of  Catholic  tenets,  as  even  recently  defended  by  their  pri- 
mate Do6tor  Troy.  Fie  concluded  a very  long  and  elaborate  fpeech  with  a 
reflection,  which  gives  ftrong  room  to  believe,  that  the  committee  of  the 
lords  received  that  tint  of  crimination,  which  is  fo  vifible  in  it  from  his  lord- 
Ihip’s  influence  and  fuggeftions.  He  mentioned  the  powers  affumed  by  the 
Popifli  covention,  of  levying  taxes  upon  their  community  for  defraying  the 
cxpences  of  their  claims  and  proceedings,  which,  M^ere  they  fair,  juft  and 
open,  required  no  fuch  fupport.  He  wiflied  to  refift  further  innovation;  he 
forefaw,  in  granting  more  than  the  prefent  bill  gave,  a total  feparation  from 
England,  or  an  union  with  her---each  to  be  equally  dreaded. 

The  archbilhop  of  Calhel  delivered  a virulent  Philippic  againft  the  Catho- 
lics; and  was  particularly  fevere  upon  the  bifliop  of  Killala  for  having  ex- 
tended his  liberality  towards  them,  beyond  what  became  a Proteftant  pre- 
late. Several  of  the  claufes  were  debated  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bill:  but 
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the  debate,  which  took  place  upon  that  claufe,  which  enabled  Catholics  to 
accept  military  employments,  calls  molt  upon  our  attention. 

Lord  Farnham,  in  a fpeech  of  fome  extent,  argued,  that  until  a laAv  fimilar 
to  the  prefent,  was  paffed  in  England,  Catholic  officers  could  not  attend 
their  regiments,  if  ordered  on  duty  into  England.  His  lordfliip  was,  there- 
fore, for  amending  the  claufe,  by  wording  it  fo,  as  that  a Roman  Catholic 
ffiould  not  be 'eligible  to  a military  commiffion  in  Ireland,  until  the  principle 
were  adopted  by  a fimilar  law  of  England,  which  Avould  render  the  brave  and 
loyal  Catholic  eligible  to  military  fervice  in  any  part  of  the  Britiffi  empire, 
wherever  exigency  might  call  him. 

The  lord  chancellor  oppofed  the  principle  of  this  amendment,  the  claufe 
merely  went  to  enable  the  Catholics  to  accept  a military  employment;  but  it 
could  not  be  fuppofed  his  majefty  would  appoint  a man  to  fuch  a poft,  until 
the  laws  of  the  empire  ffiould  fully  qualify  him  to  a6t  in  every  part  of  it. 
It  was  more  than  probable,  a fimilar  law  to  this  would  be  adopted  in  Eng- 
land, before  the  lapfe  of  two  months,  and  on  this  ground  the  amendment 
would  be  wholly  unneceffary.  The  Duke  of  Leinfter  oppofed  the  amend- 
ment as  unneceffary,  and  wiffied  to  raife  the  bravery  and  prowefs  of  the  Iriffi 
Catholic,  attached  to  the  fervice  of  his  country.  Lord  Bellamont  fupported 
the  amendment,  as  tending  to  accelerate  a law  in  England,  fimilar  to  the 
prefent.  After  fome  further  debate,  the  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Ten  years  have  elapfed  fince  the  chancellor’s  fuppofition  of  a fimilar  law 
being  paffed  in  England.  None  fuch  has  yet  paffed  : but  the  incorporate 
union  of  the  kingdoms  muft  neceffarily  difclofe  to  every  thinking  mind,  the 
neceffity  of  fome  imperial  regulation  of  the  army  and  navy  of  Great  Britain.* 

It 

* Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  that  during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war  upwards  of  270,000  men 
were  recruited  from  Ireland  to  ferve  his  majefty  in  the  navy  and  the  army,  the  wonder  will  en- 
creafe,  when  it  is  known,  that  by  i Geo.  I.  c.  13.  f.  l.  every  perfon  who  fhall  receive  pay, 
falary,  fee  or  wages  in  the  fervice  or  employment  of  his  majefty  muft  take  and  fubfcribe  the  oaths 
of  fupremacy  and  abjuration  within  three  months  from  entering  into  fuch  capacity.  By  fec- 
tion  viii,  every  fuch  perfon  neglefling  and  refufing  fo  to  do,  is  difabled  from  thenceforth  to  fue  or 
ufe  any  a£tion,  bill,  plaint,  or  information  in  any  court  of  law,  or  to  profecute  any  fuit  in  any 
court  of  equity,  or  to  be  guardian  of  any  child,  or  executor  or  adminiftrator  of  any  perfon,  or  capa- 
ble of  any  legacy  or  deed  of  gift,  or  to  be  in  any  office  within  the  realm  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  vote 
at  any  elettion  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  and  fhall  forfeit  the  fum  of  500/.  to  be  recovered 
by  him  or  them,  that  fhall  fue  for  the  fame.  And  to  fliew,  that  this  civil  death  is  intended  to  be 
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It  is  inipoffible  to  expect,  that  the  Britifli  navy  and  army  fliould  be  fairly 
and  cordially  recruited  from  that  fertile  nurfery  of  failors  and  foldiers,  whilft 
the  Britilli  aft  fubfifts,  which  renders  it  illegal  and  penal  even  for  a common 
foldier  or  failor  profeffmg  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  to  ferve  his  country 
in  either  of  thofe  capacities. 

The  pafling  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bill  in  this  feflion  Avas  a matter  of  the 
moft  ferious  importance  to  the  political  exiftence  ot  that  kingdom.*  It  Avas 

undoubtedly 


inflifled  upon  common  foldiers  and'  failors  as  aa'cII  as  officers,  feftion  xxx  efpecially  enables  his 
majefty  to  grant  commiffions  under  the  great  feal  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  as  to  his  majefty 
ffiall  feem  meet,  to  empower  him  and  them  to  adminifter  thefe  oaths  to  feamen  and  priA'ate  fol- 
diers, and  feamen  and  foldiers  are  thereby  enjoined  and  required  to  take  the  fame,  upon  the  pains 
and  penalties  in  the  aft  mentioned,  in  cafe  of  refutal  thereof : and  feftion  xxxi  provides,  that  no 
feaman  or  foldier,  under  the  degree  of  a commiffion  or  warrant  officer,  ffiall  be  obliged  to  pay  any 
fee  or  reward  on  taking  tlie  faid  oaths.  Serious  doubts  muft  have  arifen  upon  the  operation  of  this, 
aft  of  Geo.  I.  in  Ireland  : fome  doubt  may  be  entertained,  whether  the  words  of  the  Jriffi  ftatute 
enabling  Catholics  to  enjoy  civil  and  military  offices,  or  places  of  trull  or  profit  under  his  majefty 
in  that  kingdom,  repealed  the  aft  of  Geo.  I.  as  to  feamen  or  common  foldiers  in  Ireland  : certainly 
the  Iriffi  aft  could  not  fereen  a feaman  or  foldier  from  the  penalties  of  the  Britilli  aft,  from  the  mo- 
ment he  quitted  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  late  parliament  of  Ireland. 

* By  this  aft  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Roman  Catliolics  of  Ireland  is  fettled.  The  vague  term  of 
Catholic  emancipation  was  ufed  before  the  pafling  of  this  aft  : it  has  furvived  it.  Every  man  ap- 
pears to  annex  his  own  meaning  to  it.  I fubmit  to  the  view  of  the  reader  the  form  of  the  aft, 
that  he  may  fairly  judge  of  the  civil  freedom,  which  the  Irifti  Catholic  now  enjoys,  and  that  which, 
he  is  deprived  of. 

“ 33  Geo.  III.  c.  xxi. 

“ An  Afi  for  the  Relief  of  Ills  JlaJejft/'s  PopiJIi  or  Roman  Catholic  SuhjeRs  of  Ireland. 

“ WHEREAS  various  afts  of  parliament  have  been  palTed,  impoflng  on  his  majefty ’s  fubjefts 
“ profeffing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  fnany  reftraints  and  difabilities,  to  which  other  fubjefts 
“ of  this  realm  are  not  liable  j and  from  the  peaceable  and  loyal  demeanor  of  his  majefty's  Popiffi 
‘‘  or  Roman  Catholic  fubjefts,  it  is  fit  that  fuch  reftraints  and  difabilities  ffiall  be  difeontinued : 
“ Beit  therefore  enafted,  by  the  king’s  moft  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent 
“ of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons  in  tliis  prefent  parliament  affembled,  and  by 
“ the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  being  Papifts,  or  perfons  profeffing  the 
“ Popiffi  or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  or  married  to  Papifts  or  perfons  profeffing  the  Popifli  or  Ro- 
“ man  Catholic  religion,  or  educating  any  of  their  children  in  that  religion,  ftiall  not  be  liable  or 
" fubjeft  to  any  penalties,  forfeitures,  difabilities,  or  incapacities,  or  to  any  laws  for  the  limitation, 
“ charging,  or  difeovering  of  their  eftates  and  property,  real  or  perfonal,  or  touching  the  acquiring 
“ of  property  or  fecurities  effefting  property  j fave  fuch  as  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  of  the  Proteftant 
“ religion  are  liable  and  fubjeft  to  ; and  that  fuch  parts  of  all  oaths  as  are  required  to  be  taken  by 
“ perfons  in  order  to  qualify  ffiemfelves  for  voting  at  eleftions  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  j 
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undoubtedly  a vafi;  acceffion  of  benefit  to  that  body,  whether  it  were  to  be 
called  indulgence,  conceflion,  or  recognition  of  riglit,  Confidering  the  long 

feries 

” and  alfo  luch  parts  of  all  oaths  required  to  be  taken  by  perfons  voting  at  eledtions  for  members 
“ to  ferve  in  parliament,  as  import  to  deny  that  the  perfon  taking  the  fame  is  a Papift  or  married 
" to  a Papift,  or  educates  his  children  in  the  Popifti  religion,  lliall  not  hereafter  be  required  to  be 
taken  by  any  voter,  but  ftrall  be  omitted  by  the  perfon  adminiftering  the  fame  ; and  that  it  lhall 
” not  be  neceftary,  in  order  to  entitle  a Papift,  or  perfon  profefling  the  Popifti  or  Roman  Catholic 
” religion  to  vote  at  an  eledtion  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  that  he  ftiould  at,  or  previous 
to  his  voting,  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  any  ftatute  now  in  force  to  the  contrary 
“ of  any  of  the  faid  matters  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

“ II.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enadted.  That  all  Papifts  or  perfons  profefling  the 
“ Popifti,  or  Roman  Catliolic  religion,  who  may  claim  to  have  a right  of  voting  for  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament,  or  of  voting  for  magiftrates  in  any  city,  town  corporate,  or  borough,  within 
“ this  kingdom,  be  hereby  required  to  perform  all  qualifications,  regiftries,  and  other  requifites, 
“ which  are  now  required  of  his  majefty’s  Proteftant  fubjedts,  in  like  cafes,  by  any  law  or  laws 
r.OlV  of  force  in  this  kingdom,  fave  and  except  fuch  oaths  and  parts  of  oaths  as  are  herein  before 
“ excepted. 

“ III.  And  provided  always,  Thai  notliing  hereinbefore  contained  fliall  extend,  or  be  conftrued 
“ to  extend  to  repeal,  or  alter  any  law  or  adt  of  parliament  now  in  force,  by  which  certain  qualifi* 
“■  cations  are  required  to  be  performed  by  perfons  enjoying  any  offices  or  places  of  truft  undefhis 
“ majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  other  than  as  herein  after  is  enadted. 

TV.  Provided  alfo.  That  nothing  herein  contained,  lhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend  to 
” give  Papifts,  or  perfons  profefling  the  Popifti  religion,  a right  to  vote  at  any  parifti  veftry,  for 
“ levying  of  money  to  rebuild  or  repair  any  parifti  chureh,  or  refpedting  the  demiling  or  difpofal 
of  the  income  of  any  eftate  belonging  to  any  church  or  parifti,  or  for  the  falary  of  tlie  parifti 
“ clerk,  or  at  the  eledtion  of  any  church- warden. 

“ V.  Provided  always.  That  nothing  contained  in  this  adt  lhall  extend  to,  or  be  conftrued  to 
affedt  any  adtion  or  fuit  now  depending,  which  lhall  have  been  brought  or  inftituted  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  this  feffion  of  parliament.  • 

VI.  Provided  alfo.  That  nothing  herein  contained,  lhall  extend  to  authorize  any  Papift,  or 
“ perfon  profefling  the  Popifti  or  Roman  Catholie  religion,  to  have  or  keep  in  his  hands  or  pof- 
feffion,  any  arms,  armour,  ammunition,  or  any  warlike  ftores,  fword-blades,  barrels,  locks,  or 
''  flocks  of  guns,  or  lire  arms,  or  to  exempt  fuch  perfon  from  any  forfeiture,  or  penalty  inffidled  by 
" any  adt  refpedting  arms,  armour,  or  ammunition,  in  the  hands  or  polTeffion  of  any  Papift,  or 
“ refpedting  Papifts  having  or  keeping  fuch  warlike  ftores,  fave  and  except  Papifts,  or  perfons  of 
” the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  feized  of  a freehold  eftate  of  one  hundred  pounds  a year,  or  pof- 
“ fefl'ed  of  a perfonal  eftate  of  one  thoufand  pounds  or  upwards,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  keep 
“ arms  and  ammunition  as  Proteftants  now  by  law  may  j and  alfo,  fave  and  except  Papifts  or 
“■  Roman  Catholics  pofleffing  a freehold  eftate  of  ten  pounds  yearly  value,  and  lefs  than  one  hun- 
“ dred  pounds,  or  a perfonal  eftate  of  three  hundred,  and  lefs  than  one  thoufand  pounds,  who  fliall 
“ have  at  the  feffion  of  the  peace  in  the  county  in  which  they  relide,  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
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feries  of  oppreffion  and  bondage  which  they  had  groaned  under,  the  happi- 
nefs  of  their  delivery  was  in  a peculiar  manner  owing  to  the  parental  tender- 

nefs 

“ preferibed  to  be  taken  by  an  a6t  pafled  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his  prefent  ma- 
“ jetty’s  reign,  entitled.  An  AB  to  enable  His  Majejly's  SuhjeHs,  of  -whatever  Perfuafion,  to  tejlify 
“ their  Allegiance  to  him  ; and  alfo  in  open  court,  fvvear  and  fubferibe  an  affidavit,  that  they  are 
potfelfed  of  a freehold  eftate,  yielding  a clear  yearly  profit  to  the  perfon  making  the  fame,  of  ten 
“ pounds,  or  a perfonal  property  of  three  hundred  pounds  above  his  juft  debts,  fpecifying  therein 
” the  name  and  nature  of  fuch  freehold,  and  nature  of  fuch  perfonal  property,  which  affidavits 
fhall  be  carefully  preferred  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  who  thall  have  for  his  trouble  a fee  of  fix- 
pence,  and  no  more,  for  every  fuch  affidavit ; and  the  perfon  making  fuch  affidavits,  and  pof- 
“ felling  fuch  property,  may  keep  and  ufe  arms  and  ammunition  as  Proteftants  may,  fo  long  as 
‘‘  they  fliall  refpeftively  poftefs  a property  of  the  annual  value  of  ten  pounds,  and  upwards,  if 
“ freehold,  or  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  if  perfonal,  any  ftatute  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
“ Handing. 

“ VII.  And  be  it  enadled.  That  it  lliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  Papifts,  or  perfons  profeffing  the 
Popifh  or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  to  hold,  exercife,  and  enjoy  all  civil  and  military  offices,  or 
“ places  of  truft  or  profit  under  his  majefty,  his  heirs,  and fucceftbrs,  in  this  kingdom;  and  to  hold 
or  take  degrees,  or  any  profeflbrftiip  in,  or  be  mailers,  or  fellows  of  any  college,  to  be  hereafter 
" founded  in  this  kingdom,  provided  that  fuch  college  fliall  be  a member  of  the  Univerfity  of 
“ Dublin,  and  fliall  not  be  founded  exclufivcly  for  the  education  of  Papifts,  or  perfons  profeffing 
“ the  Popilh  or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  nor  confift  exclufively  of  mailers,  fellows,  or  other  per- 
" fons  to  be  named  or  elected  on  the  foundation  of  fuch  college,  being  perfons  profeffing  the  Popifli 
“ or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  or  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  truft  in,  and  to  be  a member  of 
“ any  lay-body  corporate,  except  the  college  of  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
“ near  Dublin,  without  taking  and  fubferibing  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  fupreraacy,  or  abjuration, 
” or  making  or  fubferibing  the  declaration  required  to  be  taken,  made,  and  fubferibed,  to  enable 
“ any  fuch  perfon  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  of  fuch  places,  and  witliout  receiving  the  facrament  of  the 
“ Lord’s  fupper,  according  to  the  rights  and  ceremonies  of  tlie  Church  of  Ireland,  any  law, 
" ftatute,  or  by-law  of  any  corporation  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding  ; provided  that  every  fuch 
“ perfon  lhall  take  and  fubferibe  the  oath  appointed  by  the  faid  aft  palfed  in  the  thirteenth  and 
“ fourteenth  years  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  entitled.  An  Aft  to  enable  His  Majefty’s  Subjefts,  of 
“ whatever  perfuafion,  to  teftify  their  Allegiance  to  him;  and  alfo  the  oath  and  declaration  follew- 
“■  ing,  that  is  to  fay : 

“ 1 A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  I do  profefs  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  I A.  B.  do  fvvear, 
" that  I do  abjure,  condemn,  and  deteft,  as  unchriftian  and  impious,  the  principle  that  it  is  lawful 
to  murder,  deftroy,  or  any  ways  injure  any  perfon  whatfoever,  for,  or  under  the  pretence  of  be- 
“ ing  an  heretic;  and  I do  declare  folemnly  before  God,  that  I believe,  that  no  aft  in  itfclf  unjuft, 
" immoral,  or  wicked,  can  ever  be  juftified  or  excufed  by,  or  under  pretence,  or  colour,  that  it  was 
“ done  either  for  the  good  of  the  church,  or  in  obedience  to  any  ecclefiaftical  power  whatfoever.  I 
" alfo  declare,  that  it  is  not  an  article  of  the  Catholic  faith,  neither  am  I thereby  required  to  believe 
“ or  profefs,  that  the  Pope  is  infallible,  or  that  I am  bound  to  obey  any  order  in  its  own  nature 
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nefs  of  his  majefty  to  his  Irifli  Catholic  fubje(5ts,  whom  he  thus  relieved,  as  it 
were  in  defiance  of  the  bigotry  and  cruelty  of  their  own  countrymen.  This 

great 


immoral,  though  the  Pope  or  any  ecclefiaflical  power  fliould  iflue  or  dired  fuch  order,  but,  on 
tlie  contrary,  I hold,  that  it  would  be  finful  in  me  to  pay  any  refped  or  obedience  thereto;  I fur- 
“ ther  declare,  that  I do  not  believe  that  any  fin  whatfoever  committed  by  me  can  be  forgiven  at 
the  mere  will  of  any  Pope,  or  any  prieft,  or  of  any  pcrfon  whatfoever ; but  that  fincere  forrow 
for  pad  fins,  a firm  and  fincere  refolution  to  avoid  future  guilt,  and  to  atone  to  God,  are  previous 
“ and  indifpenfible  requifites  to  eftablilh  a well-founded  expedation  of  forgivenefs,  and  that  any 
perfon,  who  receives  abfolution  without  thefe  previous  requifites,  fo  far  from  obtaining  thereby 
“ any  remiflion  of  his  fins  incurs  the  additional  guilt  of  violating  a facrament;  and  I do  fwedr, 
that  I will  defend  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  the  fettlement  and  arrangement  of  property  in  tliis 
" country  as  eftabli filed  by  tlie  laws  now  in  being;  I do  hereby  difclaim,  difavow,  and  folemnly 
“ abjure  any  intention  to  fubvert  the  prefent  church  efiablifliment  for  the  purpofe  of  fubftitiiting 
a Catholic  efiablifliment  in  its  fiead;  and  I do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I will  not  exercife  any 
“ privilege,  to  which  I am  or  may  become  entitled,  to  diflurb  and  weaken  the  Proteflant  religion 
and  Proteflant  government  in  this  kingdom.  - So  help  me  God. 

“VIII.  And  be  it  enaded.  That  Papifls,  or  perfons  profefling  the  Popifli  or  Roman  Catholic 
“ religion,  may  be  capable  of  being  eleded  profelTors  of  medicine,  upon  the  foundation  of  Sir  Patrick 
“ Dunn,  any  law  or  fiatute  to  the  contrary  notwithflanding. 

“ IX.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enaded.  That  nothing  herein  contained  lhall  extend,  or  be 
confirued  to  extend  to  enable  any  perfon  to  fit  or  vote  in  either  houfe  of  parliament,  or  to  hold, 
exercife,  or  enjoy  the  office  of  lord  lieutenant,  lord  deputy,  or  other  chief  governor  or  governors 
“ of  this  kingdom,  lord  high  chancellor  or  keeper,  or  commiflioner  of  the  great  feal  of  this  king- 
dom,  lord  high  treafurer,  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  chief  jufiice  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
“ or  Common  Pleas,  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  jufiice  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
“ Bench  or  Common  Pleas,  or  baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
“ miralty,  mafler  or  keeper  of  the  Rolls,  fecretary  of  flate,  keeper  of  the  privy  feal,  vice- treafurer, 
or  deputy  vice-treafurer,  teller  and  cafliier  of  the  Exchequer,  or  auditor-general,  lieutenant  or 
“ governor,  or  cufios  rotulorum  of  counties,  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  lord  deputy,  or  other 
chief  governor  or  governors  of  this  kingdom,  member  of  his  majefly’s  mofi  honorable  privy 
“ council,  prime  ferjeant,  attorney-general,  folicitor-general,  fecond  and  third  ferjeants  at  law,  or 
“ king’s  council,  maflers  in  chancery,  provofl,  or  fellow  of  the  college  of  the  holy  undivided 
“ Trinity  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  near  Dublin ; pofl-mafler-general,  mafler,  and  lieutenant-general 
“ of  his  majefiy’s  ordnance,  commander  in  chief  of  his  majefiy’s  forces,  generals  on  the  flaff,  and 
“ fiierifls,  and  fub-flieriffs  of  any  county  in  this  kingdom;  or  any  office  contrary  to  the  rules, 
orders  aild  dire6lions  made  and  cfiablilhed  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  in  purfuance  of  the 
“ a6t  pafi'ed  in  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth  years  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  entitled.  An  Aft 
for  the  explaining  of  fome  doubts  arifing  upon  an  aft,  entitled.  An  Aft  for  the  better  Execution 
“ of  his  Majefiy’s  gracious  Declaration  for  the  Settlement  of  this  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Satis- 
faftion  of  the  feveral  Interefts  of  Adventurers,  Soldiers,  and  other  his  Subjefts  there,  and  for 

“ making 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


425 


great  a6l  of  national  juftice  and  policy  was  wrung  from  the  Iridi  parliament 
by  the  irrefiftible  power  of  royal  benevolence  and  liberality.  Few  indeed 

weie 

making  feme  Alterations  of,  and  Additions  unto  the  faid  A£t,  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  efteflual 
Settlement  of  this  Kingdom,  unlefs  he  fhall  have  taken,  made,  and  fubferibed  the  Oaths  and 
Declarations,  and  performed  the  feveral  Requifites,  which  by  any  law  heretofore  made,  and  now 
of  force,  are  required  to  enable  any  Perfon  to  fit  or  vote,  or  to  hold,  exercife,  and  enjoy  the  faid 
offices  refpectively. 

X.  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enaded.  That  nothing  in  this  aft  contained  lliall  enable  any 
Papift,  or  perfon  profefling  the  Popilh  or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  to  exercife  any  right  of  pre- 

“ fentation  to  any  ecclefiaftical  benefice  whatfoever. 

XI.  And  be  it  enafted.  That  no  Papift,  or  perfon  profefling  the  Popifh  or  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  fhall  be  liable  or  fubjeft  to  any  penalty  for  not  attending  Divine  fervice  on  the  Sabbath- 
Day,  called  Sunday,  in  his  or  her  parifli  church. 

XII.  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enafted.  That  nothing  herein  contained,  fliall  be  confirued  to 
extend  to  authorize  any  Popilh  prieft,  or  reputed  Popifh  prieft,  to  celebrate  marriage  between 
Proteftant  and  Proteftant,  or  between  any  perfon,  who  hath  been  or  profeffed  himfelf  or  herfelf 
to  be  a Proteftant,  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  before  fuch  celebration  of  marriage,  and 
a Papift,  unlefs  fuch  Proteftant  and  Papift  fliall  have  been  firft  married  by  a clergyman  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  and  that  every  Popilh  prieft,  or  reputed  Popifh  prieft,  who  fliall  celebrate 
any  marriage  between  two  Proteftants,  or  between  any  fuch  Proteftant  and  Papift,  unlefs  fuch 

**  Proteftant  and  Papift  fliall  have  been  firft  married  by  a clergyman  of  the  Proteftant  religion, 
“ flvill  forfeit  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  his  majefty,  upon  conviftion  thereof. 

“ XIII.  And  whereas  it  may  be  expedient,  in  cafe  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  fliall  be 
pleafed  fo  to  alter  the  ftatutes  of  the  college  of  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity  near  Dublin,  and 
“ of  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin,.as  to  enable  perfons  profefling  the  Roman  Catliolic  religion  to  enter 
“ into  or  to  take  degrees  in  the  faid  univerfity,  to  remove  anyobftacle,  which  now  exifts  by  ftatutc 
law } be  it  enafted.  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  it  fliall  not  be  neceflary  for  any  perfon  upon  taking  any  of  the  degrees  ufually  con- 
" ferred  by  the  faid  univerfity,  to  make  or  fubferibe  any  declaration,  or  to  take  any  oath,  fave  the 
" oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  any  law  or  ftatute  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

" XIV.  Provided  always.  That  no  Papift  or  Roman  Catholic,  or  perfon  profefling  the  Roman 
" Catholic  or  Popilh  religion,  fliall  take  any  benefit  by  or  under  this  aft,  unlefs  he  fliall  have  firft 
” taken  and  fubferibed  the  oath  and  declaration  in  this  aft  contained  and  fet  forth,  and  alfo  the  faid 
oath  appointed  by  the  faid  aft  palfed  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his  majefty ’s  reign, 
” entitled.  An  Aft  to  enable  his  Majefty’s  Subjefts  of  whatever  Perfuafion  to  teftify  their  Alle- 
" giance  to  him,  in  fome  one  of  his  Majefty’s  four  Courts  in  Dublin,  or  at  the  general  Selfions  of 
" the  Peace,  or  at  any  adjournment  tliereof  to  be  holden  for  the  county,  city,  or  borough  wherein 
fuch  Papift  or  Roman  Catholics,  or  perfon  profefling  the  Roman  Catholic  or  Popilh  religion,  doth 
" inhabit  or  dwell,  or  before  the  going  judge  or  judges  of  alfize  in  the  county  wherein  fuch  Papift 
VoL.  II.  3 H - “ or 
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vvere  the  infiances  of  thofe,  who  dared  openly  to  refill:  the  recommendation 
of  their  fovereign.  Upon  this  point,  which  came  under  the  fanftion  of 
royal  pupillage  and  government  fupport,  the  majority  which  occupied  the 
treafury  benches  and  their  feveral  dependents  were  all  of  accord : the  bulk 
of  the  minority  found  no  other  fault  with  the  Catholic  bill,  than  that  it  did 
not  go  far  enough.  They  wilhed  to  leave  nothing  to  ranckle  in  the  hearts 
of  three  millions  of  the  people.  But  upon  other  points,  the  changes  in  the 
condu6l  of  the  minifterial  party  in  the  houfe  were  fmgularly  marked.  At 
the  opening  of  the  felTion  many  things  concurred  to  abate  the  confidence  of 
the  minifters,  which  tended  proportionably  to  raife  that  of  the  oppofitiom 
They  felt  a humiliation  in  yielding  more  to  the  Catholics  under  the  influence 
of  royal  recommendation,  than  they  had  indignantly  reje6ted  from  their  own 
will  and  judgment;  they  were  fenfible  of  the  weight  of  the  power  and  influence 

or  Roman  Catholic,  or  perfon  profeffing  the  Roman  Catholic  or  Popilh  religion,  doth  inhabit  and 
” dwell  in  open  Court. 

XV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enafted.  That  the  names  of  fuch  pcrfons  as  fliall  fo  take  and 
fubfcribe  the  faid  oath  and  declaration,  with  their  titles  and  additions,  Ihall  be  entered  upon  the 
" rolls,  for  that  purpofe  to  be  appointed  by  faid  refpeftive  courts ; and  that  the  faid  rolls  once  in 
“ every  year  lhall  be  tranfmitted  to,  and  depolited  in  the  Rolls  Office  in  this  kingdom,  to  remain 
**  amongft  the  records  thereof,  and  the  mafters  or  keepers  of  the  rolls  in  this  kingdom,  or  their  law- 
**  ful  deputy  or -deputies,  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  give  and  deliver  to  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  fo  taking  and  fubfcribing  the  faid  oaths  and  declaration,  a certificate  or  certificates  of  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  having  taken  and  fubfcribed  the  faid  oaths  and  declaration,  for  each  of  which 
certificates  the  fum  of  one  Ih filing  and  no  more  lhall  be  paid. 

“ XVI.  And  be  it  further  provided  and  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  April,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  no  freeholder,  burgefs,  freeman,  or  inhabitant  of  this 
" kingdom,  being  a Papift  or  Roman  Catholic,  or  perfon  profeffing  the  Roman  Catholic  or  Popilh 
“ religion,  lhall  at  any  time  be  capable  t)f  giving  his  vote  for  the  ele6ting  of  any  knight  or  knights 
of  any  ffiire  or  county  within  this  kingdom,  or  citizen  or  burgefs  to  ferve  in  any  parliament,  until 
‘‘  he  lhall  have  firll  produced  and  lliewn  to  the  high  Iheriff  of  the  faid  county,  or  his  deputy  or 
**  deputies,  at  any  eledion  of  a knight  or  knights  of  the  faid  Ihire,  and  to  the  refpeftive  chief  officer 
“ or  officers  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town-corporate,  to  whom  the  return  of  any  citizen,  or  burgefs 
to  ferve  in  parliament  doth  or  lhall  refpedtively  belong,  at  the  eleftion  of  any  citizen  or  burgefs  to 
ferve  in  parliament,  fuch  certificate  of  his  having  taken  and  fubfcribed  the  faid  oath  and  decla- 
ration,  either  from  the  Rolls  Office,  or  from  the  proper  officer  of  the  court  in  which  the  faid  oaths 
and  declaration  fliall  be  taken  and  fubfcribed;  and  fuch  perfon  being  a freeholder,  freeman, 
burgefs,  or  inhabitant  fo  producing  and  Ihewing  fuch  certificate,  lhall  be  then  permitted  to  vote, 
“ as  amply  and  fully  as  any  Proteftant  freeholder,  freeman,  burgefs,  or  inhabitant  of  fuch  county, 
" city,  borough,  or  town-corporate,  but  not  otherwife.” 
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which  the  opinions  of  the  great  landholders  of  the  kingdom,  who  were  at 
the  head  of  the  oppofition,  carried  with  them,  and  they  dreaded  the  unani- 
mous fupport,  which,  it  was  exposed,  would  have  been  given  from  without 
to  the  efforts  of  the  oppofition  within  their  walls.  Hence  arofe  that  fpirit 
of  reconciliation  and  concelfion,  which  fo  ftrongly  marked  tlie  condu6t  of 
the  minifters  for  the  firft  week  of  the  feffion.  The  undertaking  of  govern- 
ment to  bring  forward  feveral  of  the  popular  meafures,  and  w^hich  w'ere 
aftually  brought  forward,  probably  blunted  the  edge  of  the  oppofition, 
which  would  otherwife  have  been  offered  againft  the  paffing  of  fome  of  the 
ftrong  meafures  of  government.  * The  firft  of  thefe  was  the  gunpowder  bill;* 
the  next  was  the  convention  bill. 

The  gunpowder  bill  was  defigned  to  defeat  a confpiracy,  which  was  fup- 
pofed  and  reported  to  have  been  then  on  foot ; though  the  truth  of  it  were 
never  proved,  nor  credited  by  many.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  (as  muft  gene- 
rally be  the  effedls  of  every  preventative  meafure)  whether  the  confpiracy 
muft  not  have  failed,  had  it  exifted,  unlefs  the  French  had  at  that  time 
fucceeded  in  Holland ; their  failure  rendered  this  cautionary  meafure  adually 

* 33  Geo.  in.  c.  2.  ''  An  Aft  to  prevent  the  Importation  of  Arms,  Gunpowder,  and  Amrau- 

nition  into  this  Kingdom,  and  the  removing  and  keeping  of  Gunpowder,  Arms,  and  Ammu- 
“ nition  without  Licence.”  This  bill  was  not  at  all  oppofed  in  parliament  j it  was  a temporary 
aft  to  be  in  force  only  until  the  ift  of  January  1794,  and  the  end  of  the  next  fellion  of  parliament. 
Although  many  gentlemen  of  no  mean  reputation  in  Ireland  have  ftrenuoufly,  and  fome  of  them 
fincerely,  oppofed  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Grattan,  they  have  on  all  hands  been  allowed  to  be  confiftent; 
nor  has  his  political  charafter  been  ever  reprefented  as  temporifing.  It  is  fair  then  to  conclude,  that  he 
thought  and  felt  upon  that  meafure  in  1 793,  as  he  exprefled  himfelf  in  1798,  in  a petition  of  the  Whig 
Club,  which  was  tranfmitted  to  be  prefented  by  tlie  Earl  of  Moira  and  Mr.  Fox  to  his  majefty ; this  pe- 
tition was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Grattan,  and  received  the  fanftion  of  moft  of  the  leaders  of  oppofition 
who  were  members  of  it.  (p.  5.)  ” On  the  fame  plan  of  unconflitutional  and  fcandalous  influence 
“ did  they  fell  the  peerage  to  procure  feats  in  the  commons  for  the  dependency  and  the  dilhonour 

of  both  houfes  of  parliament ; and  having  from  this  conduft,  aggravated  by  a moft  unfeemly 
" and  unbecoming  intemperance  of  manner,  and  incontinence  of  language,  loft  the  confidence  of 
" the  country,  and  greatly  agitated  the  yame,  tliey  then  proceeded  to  a fyftem  of  coercion,  to  fup- 
“ port  their  plans  of  corruption,  and  to  dragoon  the  people,  as  they  had  bought  the  parliament. 
“ They  began  that  fyftem  by  an  aft,  which  tended,  in  a qualified  manner,  to  difarm  his  majefty 's 
”■  fubjefts,  under  certain  regulations,  named  a gunpowder  bill,  and  had  principally  in  view,  to  put 
" down  the  Irifh  volunteers  j and  to  check  the  difcontent  which  grew  from  this  meafure,  as  well 
“ as  from  their  other  meafures,  further  meafures  of  violence,  and  new  caufes  of  difcontent  were 
" reforted  to.” 
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inoperative;  though  If  any  underftanding  between  the  United  Irithmen  or 
other  focieties  in  the  North,  and  the  French  government  and  their  forces 
in  the  Netherlands,  did  exift,  or  were  likely  to  exift,  it  was  indifpenfible 
on  the  part  of  government  to  take  every  cautionary  ftep  to  defeat  their 
rebellious  projedls.  The  general  and  real  motive,  with  which  the  minifter 
propofed  the  convention  bill  was  to  prevent  the  prevalence  of  the  fuccefsful 
example  of  the  Catholic  convention.  Mr.  Grattan  fpoke  againft  the  bill, 
and  moved  for  the  fecond  reading  at  a diftant  day.  His  grand  objection  was, 
that  it  was  a falfe  declaration  of  law,  and  deprived  the  fubje6t  of  his  conftitu- 
tional  right  of  petitioning  againft  grievances,  by  rendering  the  previous 
meafure  of  confultation  and  deliberation  criminal.  The  debate  on  this 
motion  lafted  till  four  o’clock  in  the  morning;  feveral  of  the  oppofition  fpoke 
for  the  bill  and  againft  the  motion ; which  was  negatived  by  a majority  of 
128  againft  27.*  This  adt  (33  Geo.  III.  c.  29.)  to  prevent  the  eledlion  or 
appointment  of  unlawful  aftemblies,  under  pretence  of  preparing  or  prefent- 
ing  public  petitions  or  other  addrefles  to  his  majeftyor  the  parliament,  recites, 
that  the  eledtion  or  appointment  of  aftemblies,  purporting  to  reprefent  the 
people,  or  any  defcription  of  the  people,  under  pretence  of  preparing  or 
prefenting  petitions,  complaints,  remonftrances,  and  declarations,  and  other 
addreftes  to  the  king,  or  to  both  or  either  houfes  of  parliament,  for  alteration 
of  matters  eftabliftied  by  law,  or  redrefs  of  alledged  grievances  in  church  and 
ftate  may  be  made  ufe  of  to  ferve  the  ends  of  fadlious  and  feditious  perfons, 
to  the- violation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  great  and  manifeft  encourage- 
ment of  riot,  tumult,  and  diforder:  and  it  enadts,  that  all  fuch  alfemblies, 

* On  tliis  occafion  Mr.  Hobart  declared  nothing  gave  him  more  pain,  than  that  the  debate  on 
this  bill  fliould  have  extended  to  fuch  length,  or  that  it  lliould,  on  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  create  any 
thing  like  a difunion  of  fentiment.  He  declared,  that  notliing  but  the  very  alarming  ftate,  to  which 
the  country  had  been  reduced  by  a fpirit  of  popular  commotion,  excited  by  conventions,  ufurping 
the  privileges  of  reprefentation,  and  afluming  to  controul  parliament,  could  have  induced  him  to 
confent  to  the  introdu6tion  of  this  bill  j and  even  the  nobleman,  who  had  brought  it  into  the  other 
houfe,  before  he  had  done  fo,  had  confidered  it  over  and  over  again,  and  did  not  bring  it  forward 
until  abfolute  necelhty  called  for  fome  effedtual  meafure  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  fedition,  at  a time 
when  writs  had  been  iflued  by  the  fociety,  called  United  Irilhmen,  for  the  purpofe  of  atfembling 
the  convention  at  Athlone,  and  under  a conviAion,  that  if  parliament  Ihould  break  up  without 
adopting  the. bill,  which  in  his  idea  never  did,  nor  never  was  intended  to  ineddle  with  the  conftitu- 
tional  rights  of  the  people,  the  conftitution  itfelf  might  be  fubverted  before  parliament  could  be 
afl'embled. 
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committees,  or  other  bodies  of  pcrfons  ele6led,  or  otherwife  conftituted  or 
appointed  are  unlawful  affemblies,  and  that  all  perfons  giving  or  publilhing 
notice  of  the  election  to  be  made  of  fuch  perfons  or  delegates,  or  attending, 
or  voting  or  a6ting  therein  by  any  means  are  guilty  of  an  high  mifdemeanor. 
The  a6l  concludes  with  a declaration,  “ that  nothing  in  it  fliall  impede  the 
“ undoubted  right  of  his  majefty’s  fubje6ls,  to  petition  the  king  or  parlia- 
“ ment  for  redrefs  of  any  public  or  priv'ate  grievance.” 

The  conv’^ention  bill  was  not  combated  by  Mr.  Grattan,  and  thofe  who 
agreed  with  him,  fo  much,  becaufe  the  Icgiflative  interference  was  not  wanted 
to  prevent  the  intended  convention  of  Athlone,  or  other  fuch  meetings  : but 
becaufe  the  words  and  tendency  of  the  bill  went  dire6lly  to  declare,  that  every 
convention  and  delegation  that  had  exifted  in  that  kingdom,  were  illegal: 
they  obje6ted  againft  the  declaratory  quality  of  the  a6t,  whereby  it  bore  retro- 
fpe6lively  upon  paft  tranfaftions,  not  upon  the  ena6ling  part,  which,  had  it 
been  properly  framed,  would  have  operated  profpe6tively  by  way  of  inhibition 
againft  future  conventions  and  delegations.*  Confident  reports  were  afloat, 

about 

* When  this  bill  was  in  committee,  Mr,  Grattan,  atnongft  many  ftrong  things,  faid,  (13  Pari. 
Debates,  p.  546)  " This  bill  is  faid  to  be  an  expedient  to  reftore  peace  j why,  then,  is  it  a reflec- 
“ tion  ? Why  do  the  preamble  and  the  declaration  pronounce  every  man  who  has  been  a delegate, 
all  the  volunteers,  the  delegates  at  Dungannon,  the  delegates  of  the  convention,  the  commit- 
“ tee  of  the  lawyers  corps,  and  the  corps  that  appointed  tliat  committee  j the  committee  of  the 
" Catholics,  their  late  conventions,  and  all  the  Catliolics  who  appointed  that  convention  ; that  is, 
“ the  whole  Catholic  body,  offenders  ; men  guilty  of  an  unlawful  affembly,  and  this  moment  lia- 
" ble  to  be  profecuted  ? For  fo  much  has  the  bill  in  objeS,  not  the  peace  of  the  country,  but  reflec- 
“ tion  on  great  bodies,  and  the  gratification  of  fpleen  at  the  expence  of  the  conftitution,  by 
voting  falfe  doftrine  into  law,  and  the  brighteft  paffages  of  your  hiftory  into  unlawful  affemblies. 

■ “ Gentlemen  have  conceived  this  bill  an  expedient  to  quell  the  infnrgents  j let  them  read  the 
bill.  It  is  not  a riot  a6t  j the  riot  a6t  feemed  forgotten,  until  a friend  of  mine  put  it  into  his 
" temporary  ftatutebill  j it  does  not  go  againft  riots  that  are,  birt  conventions  that  are  not.  The 
''  title  of  the  bill  as  firft  brought  in,  was  to  prevent  riots  and  tumults  arifing  from  conventions  : 
“ but  as  the  bill  had  nothing  to'fay  to  riots,  and  no  riots  appeared  to  have  arifen  from  conventions, 
“ fuch  title  was  in  decency  dropped,  and  the  real  objedl  of  the  bill  profelfed  an  aft  againft  con- 
ventions. 

“ The  bill  neither  is,  nor  profefles  to  be  a bill  againft  riots  ; it  is  only  an  expedient  againft 
conventions,  and  only  an  expedient  for  peace,  as  far  as  conventions  now  difturb  it,  there  were 
''  none. 

But  gentlemen  faid,  a national  convention  at  Athlone  was  intended.  He  did  believe  that 
" fuch  a one  had  been  intended  fome  time  ago,  and  that  then  it  was  not  fo  j or  if  then  intended, 

“ that 
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about  the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  that  there  would  be  a change  in  the  Irifli 
miniftiy : but  to  effedl  it  without  a change  in  the  Britifli  miniftry,  was  found 
impracticable,  unlefs  by  a reform  in  parliament.  The  additional  motive  there- 
fore of  keeping  their  places,  operated  powerfully  upon  minifters  in  refifting 
reform  with  all  their  powers  both  within  and  without  the  Myalls  of  parliament. 
It  was  not  ineptly  imagined,  that  by  government’s  patronizing  the  caufe  of 
Catholic  emancipation,  by  bringing  forward  fome,  and  by  acceding  to  other 
popular  queftions,  their  refiftance  to  the  caufe  of  reform  might  be  tlie  more 
imperceptible,  and  therefore  the  more  fure.  Artful  means  were  alfo  ufed  to 
irritate  the  United  Irifhmen  againft  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition,  for  not 
fupporting  the  caufe  of  the  French:  every  attack  made  by  them  upon  the 
oppofition,  was  an  accumulation  of  ftrength  to  the  miniftry. 

The  feveral  great  objeCls,  which  had  been  urged  by  the  oppofition  ever 
fince  the  laft  parliament  with  great  perfeverance  and  ability,  were  the  refpon- 
fibility  bill,  the  place  and  the  penfion  bill.  There  were  alfo  other  meafures 
of  great  confequence,  but  of  lefs  general  importance ; fuch  as  the  difquali- 
fying  of  revenue  officers  from  fitting  in  parliament,  and  the  repeal  of  the 
police  aCl.  By  the  refponfibility  bill,  no  money  could  be  difpofed  of  by  the 
foie  order  from  the  king,  as  was  before  the  cafe ; for  Irilh  officers  were  to  fign 
all  w arrants ; and  every  warrant  and  officer  came  before  parliament.  The 
neceflary  confequence  of  fuch  a bill  was,  that  the  hereditary  revenue  was 
given  up,  and  like  the  additional  fupply,  voted  annually.  The  great  effect 
and  confequence  of  fuch  a meafure,  any  man  Avho  underftood  .government, 
muft  fee  at  a glance. 

By  the  penfion  bill  all  penfioners  for  years  or  during  pleafure  were  ex- 
cluded ; and  the  fum,  which  then  was  near  120,000/.  a year,  was  reduced  to 
80,000/. 

By  the  place  bill,  all  new  places  from  the  date  of  the  bill  were  difqualified. 

that  it  would  be  trifling  and  contemptible.  His  objeftion  to  the  bill  was,  that  it  was  a trick, 
“ making  a fuppofed  national  convention  at  Athlone  in  1798,  a pretext  for  preventing  delegation 
“ for  ever. 

“ Such  a meeting  as  was  invited  to  aflemble  at  Athlone,  fliould  be  underftood ; for  fuch  a meet- 
" ing  would  not  be  an  aflembly  to  promote  the  reform  of  parliament,  but  to  put  itfelf  in  the  place 
“ ;of  parliament. 

“ The  real  objeft  of  that  bill  was,  to  prevent  in  future  all  popular  effe6l  whatfoever,  particularly 
“ -at  that  time  when  reform  had  been  propofed  by  the  houfe;  a meafure  offenfive  to  all  men,  who 
“ dilliked  the  people  ; offenfive  to  moft  of  thofe,  who  difliked  the  Catholics  j and  deteftable  to  thofe 

men,  who  hated  both.” 
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officers  of  revenue,  whofe  duty-  required  their  abfence  from  Dublin,  were  ex- 
cluded : and  the  principle  of  excluding  them  all  was  carried.  The  queftion 
of  reform  certainly  was  not  fupported  by  the  people  out  of  doors  with  fpirit 
and  perfeverance  equal  to  its  importance  : for  after  Mr.  Ponfonby’s  promife 
to  bring  in  a bill  of  reform  and  after  Mr.  Grattan’s  carrying  the  principle 
of  its  neceffity,  by  his  motion  for  a committee,  which  were  almoft  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  feffion,  except  fome  of  the  northern  counties  and  the  city  of  Dublin, 
no  inftruftion,  addrefs,  or  petition,  came  from  any  of  the  counties,  cities,  or 
great  towns ; and  what  would  hardly  be  credited,  the  people,  who  had  been 
crying  out  for  the  reform  of  parliament  againft  the  ariftocracy  and  the  go- 
vernment, would  not  alk  for  it  when  both  gave  it  up  ; and  did  juft  with 
regard  to  reform,  what  they  did  before  with  regard  to  the  abfentee  tax. 
“ A miftrefs,  (faid  IMr.  Flood),  which  the  people  of  Ireland  fought  for  with 
“ a lover’s  appetite,  was,  when  brought  to  their  embraces,  repudiated  with  a 
“ lover’s  inconftancy.” 

The  people  did  not  take  the  fame  means  to  obtain  a reform  in  parliament, 
which  they  had  taken  to  obtain  a free  trade  : for  the  addrefs  had  hardly  pafled 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  there  pofted  in  volumes  of  inftruftions  from 
the  people  for  “ free  trade,  or  a fliort  money  bill.” 

The  reform  of  parliament  was  in  fa6l  loft  by  the  people ; when  the  oppofition 
took  it  up,  and  the  borough  patrons  were  engaged  to  fupport  it : all  were 
ready  but  the  people ; for  when  another  attempt  was  made  by  the  oppofition 
for  a reform  in  parliament,  in  a motion  by  Mr.  Forbes,  and  a third  attempt  by 
Mr.  Ponfonby,  who  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  his  plan  of  reform,  it 
is  very  furprifing,  in  thefe  different  attempts,  and  in  thefe  different  intervals, 
the  people  did  nothing  : all  the  attempts  of  oppofition,  and  the  offers  of  the 
owners  of  boroughs  were  not  feconded.*  It  v^as,  however,  lingular,  that 
there  was  to  be  feen  in  the  Roman  Catholic  convention,  what  could  not  be 
found  in  the  counties  at  large,  a refolution  in  aid  of  the  reform  of  parliament. 
Tlie  caufes  of  this,  perhaps,.  mp.y  be  difcovered  in  different  circumftances  : 
one  was,  that  the  Catholic'queftion,  which  of  neceffity  took  the  ftart  of  re- 
form, prevented  any  of  the  fouthern  or  weftern  counties  from  interfering 

* It  has  been  much  queftioned,  whether  many  of  the  loudeft  advocates  for  reform  were  actually 
lincere  in  their  profelTions,  from  the  paucity  of  the  offerers  to  furrender  up  their  borough  rights.  A 
tolerably  accurate  lift  of  the  boroughs,  and  their  proprietors  or  patrons  at  that  time  in  Ireland,  may 
be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XCVI. 


until 
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until  that  matter  was  fettled,  and  gave  the  government  time  to  rally : but 
this  would  only  account  for  the  fileiice  of  the  people  when  the  firft  motions 
were  made,  not  when  Mr.  Ponfonby  propofed  his  plan,  which  was  after  the 
Catholic  bufmefs  was  fafe  in  harbour.  Another  circumftance  was,  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Proteftant  afcendants,  who  dropped  reform  when  the  Catholics  were 
admitted  to  vote  at  elections,  becaufe  they  were  more  afraid  of  the  Catholics 
than  of  the  boroughs.  A further  circumftance,  was  the  change  of  affairs  in 
Europe  : during  the  delay  of  the  Catholic  bill,  the  face  of  the  French  war  was 
changed  ; the  French  were  beaten  out  of  Flanders,  and  the  government  were 
no  longer  afraid  of  the  Iritli : and  then,  indeed,  if  the  counties  had  interfered, 
it  would  have  been  of  no  fignification  : but  before  that  their  inftrudtions  would 
probably  have  been  attended  to.  There  was  another  circumftance,  which  gave 
a fatal  blow  to  the  reform  of  parliament ; the  fociety  of  United  Iriftimen  were 
hardily  fpoken  of  by  the  oppotition.  Suppofmg  their  intentions  to  be  as  bad 
as  the  country  believed  them  to  be,  thefe  men  could  not  raife  an  infurredion, 
nor  bring  over  a French  army,  nor  plan  or  execute  a gunpowder  plot ; but 
they  could,  and  did  help  to  damn  reform,  and  fave  the  miniftry.  The  Ro- 
man Catholics  carried  their  meafures  by  avoiding  the  rock  on  which  the 
United  Irillimen  fplit.  The  Catholics  were  conduced  by  men  of  capacity ; 
their  views  were  enlarged,  their  language  moderate;  Englilh  principles  and 
Englilh  words : they  availed  themfelves  of  every  circumftance,  and  every 
ally;  the  oppofition  ; the  court;  the  French  fuccefs  ; the  people  of  Belfaft  ; 
and  even  the  United  Iritlimen,  without  binding  themfelves  fo  far  to  any  as 
to  exclude  them  from  the  affiftance  of  the  other.  The  French  fuccefs,  by 
terrifying  their  enemies,  ferved  very  much  the  Catholics  ; but  the  Catholics 
had  too  much  fenfe  to  exprefs  their  approbation  of  French  principles,  or  to 
difplay  any  treafonable  French  devices,  which  damned  one  of  the  focieties. 
Their  prudent  conduct  made  the  king  himfelf  their  patron ; and  the  lord- 
lieutenant’s  fecretary  moved  their  bill.  The  oppofition  had  the  merit  of  fup- 
porting  the  whole  of  their  claims : the  oppofition  did  not  advife  the  Catho- 
lics to  infift  on  all  or  nothing  : the  fuggeftion  of  a defperate  fet,  that  wanted 
to  make  the  Catholics  not  their  fellow-fubjedts,  but  their  inftrumeiits : but 
the  oppofition  ftruggled  to  get  for  them  every  thing ; hut  if  not  every  thing, 
as  much  as  they  could ; and  not  break  Avith  government  becaufe  they  could 
not  get  all  at  once ; the  Catholics  very  prudently  therefore,  did  not  in  terms 
afk  for  every  thing,  while  they  left  every  thing  open  for  themfelves  to  atk, 

and 
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and  parliament  to  give.  The  oppofition  Avas  not  unanimous  in  the  Catholics 
petition  not  joining  the  twenty-five  in  the  feffion  before  the  laft,  by  whom 
their  caufe  was  preferved,  which  otherwife  would  have  fallen. 

This  long  and  important  feffion*  was  put  an  end  to  on  the  l6th  of  Auguft, 
1793,  Adien  his  excellency  made  a very  interefting  and  impreffive  fpeechl 

from 

* Befides  the  a6ts  already  mentioned,  the  following  popular  a6ls  were  pafled  in  the  feflion  of 
1793,  viz.  33  Geo.  III.  c.  XXV.  An  aft  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  barren  land.  xxxi.  An 
aft  for  regulating  the  trade  of  Ireland  to  and  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  under  certain  conditions  and 
provifions  for  a time  therein  mentioned.  33  Geo.  III.  c.  xxxiv.  An  aft  for  the  fupport  of  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  his  majefty's  crown  in  Ireland,  and  for  granting  to  his  majefty  a civil  lift  eftablifti- 
ment,  under  certain  provifions  and  regulations.  33  Geo.  III.  c.  xli.  An  aft  for  fecuring  the  free- 
dom and  independence  of  the  Houfe  of  the  Commons,  by  excluding  therefrom  perfons  holding  any 
offices  under  the  crown,  to  be  hereafter  created,  or  holding  certain  offices  therein  enumerated,  or 
penfions  for  terra  of  years,  or  during  his  majefty’s  pleafure.  33  Geo.  III.  c.  xlviii.  An  aft  to  re- 
move doubts  refpefting  the  funftions  of  juries  in  cafes  of  libel.  33  Geo.  III.  c.  lii.  An  aft  for  the 
advancement  of  trade  and  manufaftures,  by  granting  tlie  firms  therein  mentioned  for  the  fupport  of 
commercial  credit.  The  fame  caufes  which  had  combined  to  give  a temporarj’  check  to  the  com- 
mercial credit  of  Great  Britain,  had  operated  with  equal  alarm  in  the  fifter  kingdom.  The  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  therefore,  evinced  the  fame  prompt  and  preventive  care  as  had  been  manifefted  by 
the  Englilh  government,  by  undertaking  to  make  good  the  firm  of  200,000/.  which  the  bank  had 
engaged  to  advance  to  certain  mercantile  houfes,  wdth  intereft  at  five  per  cent ; a meafure,  which 
renewed  and  enlivened  the  current  of  commercial  credit,  and  prevented  its  flrort  fufpenfion  from 
being  attended  with  any  confequences  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  the  country.  In  ffiort  the  conduft 
of  the  government  of  Ireland  during  this  feflion,  was  evidently  calculated  to  reftore  tranquillity  and 
defeat  the  defigns  of  thofe,  who  wiffied  to  raife  public  difeontent,  and  to  introduce  the  principles  of 
French  anarchy  j while  thefe  falutary  laws  ftrengthened  the  executive  power  in  fecuring  the  bleffiags 
of  domeftic  peace  and  public  fecurity.  ^ 

•f  ” IVIy  Lords  and  Gentlemen. 

” THE  wifdom  and  liberality,  with  which  you  attended  to  his  majefty’s  recom- 
mendation  in  favor  of  his  Roman  Catholic  fubjefts,  are  highly  pleafing  to  the  king.  You  muft 
“ be  fully  fenfible  of  his  majefty’s  gracious  condefeenfion  in  committing  to  your  judgement  the  ap- 
“ plication  nf  the  hereditary  revenue  j and  I am  ordered  by  his  majefty  to  fignify  his  approbation 
“ of  the  provifions  which  have  been  made  for  the  fupport  of  his  civil  government,  and  the  honor 
” and  dignity  of  his  crown  5 and  to  exprefs  his  confidence,  that  your  liberal  conceflions  to  the  Ro- 
“ man  Catholics,  and  the  meafures  for  the  regulation  of  the  public  expenditure,  and  for  the  limi- 
“ tation  of  offices  and  penfions,  to  which  his  majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confent,  with  a 
“ view  to  the  advantage  of  the  public,  will  cement  a general  union  of  fentiment  among  all  dalles 
" of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  in  fupport  of  the  eftabliflied  conftitution. 

His  majefty  has  feen  with  real  fatisfaftion  tliat  friendly  difpolition  which  has  been  manifefted 
*'  by  the  parliaments  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  ftrengthening  the  conneftion  of  the  two 
VoL.  11,  3 I <<  kiogdenjs 
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from  the  throne;  the  moil  prominent  feature  of  which  was  the  expreflion  of 
liis  majefty’s  pleafure  at  the  paffing  of  the  bill  in  favor  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics. It  juftly  portrayed  the  gratitude  which  that  body  owes  to  the  perfonal 
tendernefs  and  regards  of  their  fovereign  for  the  great  benefits  of  his  reign. 


kingdoms  by  mutual  a£ts  of  conceffion.  I am  authorized  to  acquaint  yoUj  that  an  a£t  has  pafled 
" the  Britith  parliament  to  permit  goods  of  Afia,  Africa  or  America,  legally  imported  into  Ireland, 
“ to  be  imported  from  thence  into  Great  Britain.  This  is  a fignal  proof  of  her  attention  to  your 
" intereftsj  whilft  the  confirmation  of  the  charter  of  the  Eafl.  India  Company  by  the  parliament  of 
“ Ireland,  difplays  on  your  part  a cordial  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  Great  Britain,  and  a judicious  con- 
“ fideration  of  the  great  and  efiential  interefts  of  the  empire. 

“ I am  to  make  my  acknowledgements  for  the  many  falutary  laws  you  have  enafted  to  ftrengthen 
“ the  executive  government,  which  wdll  materially  tend  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  enemies  to  the 
" freedom  andhappinefs  of  this  kingdom. 

“ The  apprehenfions  of  embarrafiments,  which  for  a time  hung  over  commercial  tranfadtions, 
“ were  to  me  a fubjeft  of  the  utmoft  anxiety;  and  I am  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  fanftioning 
“ thofe  meafurcs  which  I took  in  fupport  of  credit,  and  which,  I truft,  have  had  the  happieft  effeft 
” in  preventing  the  ill  confequences  of  fuch  apprehenfions. 

“ The  fpirit  of  difcontent  which  prevailed  amongft  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people  at  the  beginning 
“ of  the  feffion,  has  fince  burft  into  a6ts  of  riot  and  infurreftion;  and  I have  been  under  the  painful 
“ neceffity  of  employing  his  majefty’s  forces,  whofe  fteadinefs  and  good  conduct  have  on  all  occa- 
fions  been  manifcfted,  and  by  whofe  exertions  the  civil  magiftrates  have  been  enabled,  in  a great 
meafure,  to  reftore  the  general  tranquillity. 

Under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  country,  I thought  it  proper  to  call  forth  a very  confiderable 
portion  of  the  militia  of  this  kingdom,  I am  to  exprefs  his  majefty’s  approbation  of  a meafure 
“ which  affords  at  prefent  material  affiftance,  and  lays  the  foundation  of  a permanent  conftitutional 
force,  that  has  been  found  by  experience  in  Great  Britain  of  great  refource  in  public  emergen- 
“ cies. 

His  majefty  feels  with  the  greateft  concern  the  expence  brought  upon  his  people  by  domeftic 
difturbances,  added  to  the  confequences  of  a foreign  war,  into  which  we  have  been  forced  by  the 
“ wanton  and  unprovoked  aggreffion  of  France,  but  you  will  refle6t  that  you  are  contending  for 
“ the  prefervation  of  your  property,  and  for  thefecurity  of  your  happy  conftitution. 

“ The  fucceffes  with  which  it  has  pleated  the  Divine  Providence  to  blefs  the  arms  of  his  majefty 
" and  his  allies,  afford  the  beft  profpe6t  of  a happy  iflue  to  this  important  conteft ; and  it  is  his  ma- 
“ jefty’s  eameft  hope,  that  a continuance  of  vigorous  exertions  will  finally  obtain  a fecure  and  lafting 
peace. 

“ 1 have  entire  confidence  that  in  your  refpectlve  counties,  you  will  exert  your  utmoft  influence 
in  maintaining  the  public  tranquillity,  and  in  carrying  the  laws  into  full  execution.  You  may  be 
" affured  that  I fliall  on  all  occafions  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effeftual  meafures,  in  the  exercife  of 
“■  thofe  powers  with  which  I am  invefted,  for  the  repreffion  of  outrage  and  tumult,  and  the  protec- 
“ tion  of  his  majefty’s  faithful  and  loyal  fubjccSts.” 

Although 
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Although  fev'cral  excellent  laws  were  paffed  in  the  year  17935  yet  the  ad- 
miniftration  did  not  altogether  gain  popularity  by  any  of  them.  The  leading 
meafures  of  grace,  which  affedled  the  great  bulk  of  the  people,  were  attributed, 
to  the  perfonal  interference  of  a benign  and  fatherly  fovereign  over  the  heads 
and  againft  the  wiflies  of  thofe,  who  had  the  preceding  year  rejedled  their 
application  for  lefs  favors  with  indignation  and  infidt.  The  palling  of  the 
aft  fo  emphatically  calculated  to  deftroy  all  odious  diftinftions  between 
Irhlimen  of  different  religious  perfuafions,  altered  the  laws,  but  crullied  not 
the  fpirit,  which  kept  them  up.  Great  difficulties  at  firft  prevailed  in  raffing 
the  different  regiments  of  militia;  for  although  Catholics  were  rendered 
capable  of  ferving  in  them,  no  Catholic  officers  were  appointed:  this  marked 
reprobation  of  all  gentlemen  of  that  communion  fo  direftly  in  teeth  of  the 
aft,  diffufed  a general  diffidence  amidft  the  lower  orders,  and  it  was  found 
neceffary  to  appoint  fev^eral  Catholic  officers,  before  the  militia  corps  could 
be  completed.* 

There 


* A ftill  ftronger  inftance  of  the  inefficacy  of  the  aft  to  overcome  the  virulence  of  bigotry  and 
prejudice  occurred  at  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  guild  of  merchants  in  Dublin  : about  130  freemen 
were  prefent,  which  was  confidered  a full  hall.  The  principal  bufinefs  of  the  day  was,  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  petitions  of  thirty  Roman  Catholic  merchants,  praying  admiflion  into  the  guild ; 
the  firft  petition  in  the  order  being  that  of  Mr.  Edward  Byrne,  was  read,  and  on  the  queftion  for 
granting  its  prayer  being  put  by  the  roafter  a ballot  was  demanded  by  Sir  Edward  Newenham, 
feconded  by  Mr.  Edward  Druit,  of  the  cuftom  houfe5  the  ballot  having  accordingly  taken  place, 
there  appeared. 

For  Mr.  Byrne’s  admiflion,  63 

Againft  it,  67 

Slajority  againft  admiflion  4 

The  next  petition  read  was  that  of  Mr.  Valentine  O’Connor,  and  a ballot  on  that  being  infifted 
upon,  the  admiflion  was  alfo  rejefted  by  nearly  the  fame  majority. 

The  petitions  were  fupported  by  Mr.  Joftiua  Pim,  Mr.  James  Hartley,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  D’Olier, 
with  manly  eloquence  and  irrefragable  argument,  in  which  they  clearly  demonftrated  the  illiberality 
and  the  impolicy,  as  well  as  the  refraftory  infult  offered  to  the  king  and  the  legiflature  of  the  king- 
dom, in  oppofing  the  operation  of  a bill  calculated  to  unite  the  people  of  Ireland,  by  removing  the 
unwife  diftinftion  and  incapacity  which  fo  great  a part  of  the  community  had  laboured  under. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  (Mr.  D’Olier)  among  other  things  remarked,  that  it  ill  became  thofe,  who 
received  the  public  bounty  i*'  penfions,  to  ftand  foremoft  in  oppofing  franchife  to  the  moft  eminent 
merchants  of  the  kingdom,  who  fo  largely  contributed  by  the  enormous  duties  they  paid,  to  fup- 
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There  were  few  or  no  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  which  attempts  were  not- 
made  by  a certain  party  to  traduce  and  vilify  the  Catholics,  in  order  to  defeat 
that  confidence  and  confequence,  Avhich  the  patronizing  countenance  of  their 
fovereigii  had  given  them  throughout  the  nation.  Not  only  the  exclufive 
diftin6lions  were  publicly  kept  up  in  corporations,  but  anonymous  charges 
and  flanders  were  publitlied  and  circulated  with  all  the  induftry  of  enve- 
nomed acrimony.  The  Catholics  publitlied  proteflations  againft  thefe  ano- 
nymous attacks,  with  fretli  refolutions  and  avowals  of  their  loyalty  and  af- 
fedtion  to  the  king  and  conftitution.*  The  growth  and  progrefs  of  defen- 

derifm, 

port  the  fund  from  which  thefe  penfions  were  provided.  It  was  obferved  on  that  occafion  on  an  ac= 
curate  enquiry  and  inveftigation  of  the  bufinefs,  that  the  majority  confided  of 
Plain  men  who  really  thought  church  and  ftate  in  danger,  25 
Penfioners,  placemen,  and  hangers  on,  — — 25 

Cutlom  houfe  officers,  &c,  &c.  — — -—17 

67 

* The  following  refolutions  of  the  Catholics  of  Wexford  is  given  as  a fpecimen  of  thofe  charges 
and  Defences. 

“ AT  a meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Wexford,  on  Tuefday,  the  SOth 
“ of  July,  17935  James  Edward  Devereux,  in  the  Chair. 

“ We,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Wexford,  having  acquiefced  In 
" the  refolution  and  recommendation  of  our  late  General  Committee,  notwithftanding  the  many 
degrading  and  Injurious  diftindions  ftill  exilling  againft  us,  to  atSt  no  more  as  a body,  but  as 
Irilhmen,  united  by  one  will  and  intereft,  find  ourfelves  moft  reludtantly  compelled  by  different 
* attacks,  immediately  pointed  at  our  honor,  to  defend  ourfelves  as  a diftinct  people;  our  loyalty 
" has  been  traduced,  our  views  mifreprefented,  and  our  conduct  defamed;  we  conceive  that  fink- 
ing  under  fuch  infamous  and  audacious  Hander  would  be  the  ruin  of  our  country,  and  bereave  us 
of  the  affections  of  our  king  and  our  fellow  fubjects,  for  we  have  learnt  from  the  hiftory  of  all 
“ nations,  but  particularly  from  our  own,  that  unrefuted  calumnies  lead  from  the  extinction  of  the 
" honeft  fame  of  a nation,  to  the  final  extinction  of  her  liberties. 

" Refolved  therefore.  That  it  is  a bafe  and  fcandalous  falfliood  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ever 
" entertained  the  thought  or  harboured  the  project,  either  in  private  or  public,  of  fevering  the  fifter 
" countries  from  each  other,  or  of  renouncing  their  loyalty  and  gratitude  towards  a fovereign,  to 
“ whom,  of  all  who  ever  fat  upon  the  throne,  they  are  the  moft  indebted. 

Refohed,  That  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  never  fought  any  other  boon  but  that  of  equal  law  and 
“ equal  liberty,  fuch  as  Englilhmen  poffefs,  and  fuch  as  is  equally  the  right  of  Iriftimen,  and  that 
“ they  are  fatisfied  for  ever  to  abide  by  one  common  fate  with  Englilhmen,  lb  as  they  may  for  ever 
enjoy  the  common  bleffings  of  the  conftitution  as  eftablilhed  in  king,  lords,  and  commons,  under 
*'  a feparate  legiflature  and  a common  king. 

■“  Refolved,  That  the  general  committee  of  the  Catholics  never  cxercifedfthe  right  of  legation  in 

“ any 
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clerifm,  particularly  in  the  county  of  Meath,  afforded  fuel  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Catholic  body,  which  they  ftudied  to  implicate  in  the  crimes  of  tliofe 
ferocious  mifcreants.  Painful  induftry  was  employed  to  work  up  the  imagi- 
nations of  the  inhabitants  into  the  expectation  of  a general  matfacre  of  all 
the  Proteftants  throughout  that  county.  No  arts  were  left  untried  to  cri- 
minate the  Catholic  body : every  exceptionable  word  or  aClion  of  an  indivi- 
dual, however  contemptible,  was  charged  on  the  entire  body ; and  the  objeCt 
was  now,  not  fo  much  to  fupprefs  the  Defenders,  as  to  faften  their  enormities 
on  the  Catholic  body. 

This  ftate  of  affairs  was  moft  favorable  to  the  caufe  of  the  defenders.  They 
committed  depredations  without  control;  and  affembling  in  large  bodies  by 
night  to  learn  the  ufe  of  arms,  they  Avent  through' military  evolutions  under 
their  captains,  the  moft  infamous  individuals  of  the  community;  generally 
the  profcribed  objeCts  of  civil  or  martial  law.  Their  neceffities  multiplied; 
under  the  fpecious  name  of  defenders,  they  indulged  in  all  forts  of  crimes; 
They  talked  of  liberty  and  equality.  They  threatened  to  cut  off  heads,  to 
burn  and  to  deftroy  wherever  enmity  appeared,  or  oppofition  was  made  to 
them..  The  evil  gained  flrength  and  vigor  with  the  feafon,  and  raged  for  fix- 


**  any  one  inftance,  nor  any  other  right  but  in  abfolute  fubordination  to  the  laws  of  their  country,. 

nor  can  we  underftand  how  thefe  proceedings  and  purfuits  can  be  accounted  criminal,  unlefs  it  is 
” proved  that  the  Britilh  Conftitution,  the  foie  obje6t  of  thofe  purfuits,  is  a code  of  iniquity  and  vice, 
" which  ought  to  be  rejedted  with  deteftation,  and  not  contended  for  at  the  hazard  of  every  thing 
" dear  to  man. 

“ Refohed,  That  we  .ire  unalterably  attached  to  the  peace,  happinefs,  union,  and  liberty  of  Ire- 
“ land,  and  therefore  from  our  hearts  abhor  and  reprobate  any  difturbances,  which  may  endanger 
“ the  polfeflion  of  thofe  invaluable  objedts,  and  that  we  recommend  moft  ferioufty  and  earneftly  to 
**  our  Catholic  brethren  to  join  and  co-operate  in  every  loyal  and  conftitutional  meafure  to  fupprefs 
**  them,  be  their  authors  u'ho  they  may. 

“ Refolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  condudt  of  our  late  committee,  who  have  proved  us 
**  not  unworthy  of  freedom,  by  evincing  our  loyalty  to  our  king,  our  gratitude  to  the  legiftature  and 
“ our  friends,  and  our  uneeafing  defire  to  fulfill  his  majefty’s  gracious  with  to  unite  all  clafles  and 
" deferiptions  of  the  people,  in  fupport  of  our  moft  excellent  conftitution. 

" Refohed,  That  the  filly  aflertion  which  has  been  publicly  made,  that  the  Catholics  of  the 
county  of  Wexford  were  induced  to  join  the  committee  by  the  promile  of  ten  pounds  a year, 
freehold,  to  the  lower  clafles,  is  equally  devoid  of  probability  and  truth,  and  deferves  nothing 
“ but  our  contempt. 

Refohed,  That  thefe  refolutions  be  publilhed,  and  that  our  chairman  do  tranfmit  a copy  to  each 
“ of  the  gentlemen  who  were  delegated  to  the  late  general  committee.” 
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or  eight  months  without  control:  unprejudiced  men  could  not  fupprefs  their 
altonithment,  that  thefe  enormities  happened  under  the  very  eyes  of  fome  right 
lionorable  gentlemen  of  great  weight  and  influence,  and  no  exertions  made 
to  protect  the  peaceful  fubjeft,  or  to  punilh  the  lawlefs  plunderer.  Subfe- 
quent  events  have  flrengthened  the  fufpicion,  that  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen 
wiflied  to  fee  things  arrive  at  a degree  of  maturity  in  order  to  ferve  a moft 
bafe  purpofe. 

The  difturbances  had  now  rifen  to  Rich  a height  in  certain  parts  of  the 
county,  that  fociety  could  no  longer  exift  in  Rich  a Rate.  A meeting  was 
holden  in  Navan  for  the  purpofe  of  reprefling  them,  and  a fecret  committee 
was  formed.  Siibfcriptions  were  entered  into;  and  rewards  offered  for  difeo- 
vering  and  profecuting  to  convidion  the  diflurbers  of  the  public  peace. 
Through  thefe  means  this  moft  nefarious  gang  of  villains  was  broken ; many 
of  them,  and  chiefly  their  ringleaders,  were  taken  aiid  lodged  in  gaol,  and  the, 
refl  fled  the  country.  Of  thofe  taken,  fome  turned  approvers;  the  Reverend 
IMr.  Butler  made  fo  judicious  an  ufe  of  their  and  other  informations,  that 
peace  and  fecurity  v'ere  rapidly  returning  to  the  diflra6ted  inhabitants. 
This  amiable  gentleman  was  a magiftrate,  though  not  a native  of  the  country ; 
lie  was  chaplain  to  the  Bifliop  of  IMeath,  and  a member  of  the  fecret  com- 
mittee; he  Avas  a man  of  a good  and  well  cultivated  underflanding;  bene- 
A’olcnt  and  charitable;  firm  and  undaunted  in  his  purfuits;  and  his  great 
efibrts  to  reflorc  the  peace  of  the  country,  were  mofl  Riccefsful  and  moft 
generally  applauded,  becaufe  they  Avere  Avell  directed.  His  a6tivity  had  ef- 
feiflually  checked  the  fpiritof  defenderifin  in  its  progrefs  weflward:  it  fcarcely 
appeared  on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  Boyne  and  BlackAvater.  This  check  had 
been  mofl  opportunely  giATii ; for  now  other  difturbances  arofe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Athboy,  Avhich,  if  flrengthened  by  the  aflbeiation  of  defenders, 
Avould  in  all  probability  haA*e  been  more  permanent,  more  extenfive,  and  more 
deflru6tive. 

The  injudicious  and  corrupt  modes  of  carrying  the  militia  a6t  into  execu- 
tion, and  the  flrange  mifconceptions  entertained  of  it  by  the  common  people, 
gave  rife  to  thefe  difturbances.  They  had  conceived,  that  they  Avere  to  be  duped 
as  the  Green  Boys  (or  Green  Linnets  as  they  were  called)  in  the  American 
Avar  by  falfe  promifes;  and  they  Avere  confirmed  in  their  falfe  opinion  by  fome 
Proteflant  gentlemen,  Avho  afliired  them,  that  notAvithflanding  the  profeflions 
of  government  they  AVTie  all  to  be  fent  to  Botany  Bay;  and  that  they  might 
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thank  their  priefts  for  it,  who,  in  procuring  their  fignatures  to  the  declaration 
figned  Edward  Byrne,  had  abfolutely  difpofed  of  them  to  goveijiinent.  To 
render  the  militia  a6l  more  palatable,  feveral  infurance  offices  were  oj)ened, 
in  which,  extravagant  fums  were  exa6ted  fiom  all,  as  -well  from  thofc  Avho 
did  not  come  under  the  a6t,  as  from  thofc  who  did.  The  ignorance  of  the 
country  people  afforded  a full  fcope  for  impofition.  From  thofe  caufes  the 
common  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  xVthboy  rofe  in  tumult.  For  feve- 
ral days  they  overran  the  country  to  the  number  of  feveral  hundreds;  they 
robbed  all  the  gentlemen  and  peaceable  inhabitants  of  their  arms;  fwore 
them  not  to  be  inimical  to  their  intereft,  and  fet  all  the  forges  to  work  in  the 
fabrication  of  Avarlike  Aveapons:  but  during  all  this  time  they  difclaimed  the 
very  name  of  defenders.  For  feveral*  days,  the  magiftrates  and  other  leading 
men  of  the  country  Avere  perfectly  inaftive,  one  only  excepted,  Avho  Avas  not 
feconded;  and  on  the  rioters  hearing  that  this  gentleman  had  fent  for  a mi- 
litary force,  they  affembled  to  the  number  of  about  a thoufand  men,  in  the 
town  of  Athboy ; forced  many  innocent  and  peaceable  inhabitants  into  their 
ranks,  and  appointed  a general.  This  ruffian  billeting  his  men  through  the 
town  for  breakfaft,  and  promifmg  them  better  fare  in  the  evening,  foon 
marffialled  them  in  military  array.  Feeling  themfelves  in  force,  they  talked 
of  attacking  property  and  of  dividing  the  fpoils  of  the  country;  and  they 
awaited  Avith  impatience  the  approach  of  the  military,  Avhom  they  had  already 
vanquiffied  in  their  Avild  imaginations.  The  military  had  been  fummoned 
from  Kells,  Navan,  and  Trim.  A company  of  foot  from  Kells,  AA'ith  the 
magiftrate  already  mentioned  at  their  head,  arrived  long  before  the  reft;  and 
Avithout  Avaiting  to  be  reinforced,  inftantly  marched  up  to  the  mob,  and  A ery 
imprudently  clofed  Avith  them,  fo  that  they  were  foon  furrounded.  Four  or 
five  of  the  mob,  and  two  of  the  military  fell  on  the  occafion.  This  engage- 
ment might  be  called  a draAvn  battle;  the  military  and  the  mob  retreated  at 
the  fame  time,  and  the  mob  as  eagerly  difperfed,  as  they  had  affembled  in 
the  morning;  fo  that  the  cavalry,  Avho  arrived  afterward,  could  only  pick  up 
fome  ftragglers,  Avhom  they  lodged  in  the  county  jail.  Thefe  wretches  Averc 
condemned  at  the  enfuing  affizes  to  be  confined  for  three  years,  and  to  be 
Avhipped;  Avhich  latter  part  of  their  fcntence  Avas  executed  Avith  exemplary 
feverity.  This  popular  phrenzy  Avas  confumed  by  its  fudden  violence;  all 
fymptoms  of  tumult  or  diforder  inftantly  fubfided,  and  no  part  of  the  king- 
dom has  been  more  peaceable  CAxr  fince,  than  the  neighbourhood  of  Athboy. 

The 
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The  Reverend  IMr.  Butler  ftill  continued  his  exertions  with  unabathis: 

o 

vigor.  Not  content  with  having  efie6lually  checked  the  progrefs  of  the 
defenders ; he  advanced  upon  them  into  thofe  parts,  in  which  their  chief 
ftrength  lay.  He  feized  upon  feveral  perfons,  againft  whom  he  had  infor- 
mation in  the  baronies  of  Slane  and  Morgallion ; and  now  the  expiring  caufe 
of  defenders  -svas  to  be  clofed  by  a defperate  a6t.  IMr.  Butler,  it  is  faid,  was 
often  threatened  by  the  unprincipled  mifcreants,  to  whom  he  was  fo  obnoxi- 
ous, fometimes  by  anonymous  letters,  and  at  other  times  by  verbal  melfages. 
He  dcfpifed  thofe  threats  fo  far,  as  to  go  alone  by  night;  he  w’as  way-laid, 
on  the  25th  of  October,  1793;  and  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  v'ithin 
fome  perches  of  the  back  gate  of  Ardbraccan,  the  feat  of  the  Bilhop  of  IMeath, 
he  was  fliot  through  the  body  from  behind  a hedge. 

The  indignation  raifed  by  this  atrocious  a6t  foon  roufed  a divided  and  in- 
a6tive  people.  A meeting  was  called  in  Navan,  to  which  the  firft  men  of 
rank,  of  fortune,  and  of  confequence  in  the  county  repaired.  Amongftthem 
w’ere  the  Earl  of  Be6tive,  the  Right  Honorable  Burton  Conyngham,  the 
fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  Do6lor  Maxwell,  Bitliop  of  Meath, 
his  brother  in  law.  Subfcriptions  were  entered  into  to  a very  large  amount; 
and  a very  confiderable  reward  was  olfered  for  the  conviction  of  the  infa- 
mous wretches  concerned  in  the  murder  of  IMr.  Butler  : and  in  order  to  fup- 
prefs  or  to  prevent  in  future  fuch  diforders,  as  had,  for  fome  time  paft  dif- 
turbed  the  country,  that  part  of  the  aCt,  which  palfed  the  feffion  before  in 
favor  of  Roman  Catholics,  pointing  out  the  conditions  under  which  Papifts 
might  polfefs,  or  carry  arms,  was  recited;  and  a reward  of  four  guineas  was 
offered  to  the  informer  of  every  gun  found  in  the  poffeflion  of  any  Papift  not 
fo  qualified.  As  this  meafure  was  feemingly  fan6tioned  by  law,  it  met  with 
no  oppofition  at  the  firfi;  meeting,  even  from  the  Roman  Catholics  who  were 
prefent:  but  it  was  foon  found  to  encreafe  rather  than  check  the  evil:  the 
meafure  was  eminently  calculated  to  promote  the  intereil  of  defenders,  rob- 
bers, and  thieves,  to  whom  honeft  men  became  an  immediate  and  certain 
prey  from  the  moment  they  were  difarmed.  At  the  fecond  meeting  the 
Earl  of  Bcclive  propofed  an  alteration  of  this  meafure,  but  was  violently  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Pofler  the  fpeaker:  he  infilled  upon  the  flri6t  execution  of  the 
law,  and  denounced  vengeance  againft  every  magiflrate,  that  Ihould  be  found 
flack  in  his  duty.  In  purfuance  of  this  injunction  the  military  for  fome 
. >veeks  were  nightly  called  out,  and  headed  by  a conflable,  (not  always  fober) 
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paid  domiciliary  vifits  to  the  decent  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  after  mid- 
night, fummoned  them  to  deliver  up  their  arms,  and  put  their  families  in 
extreme  terror.  The  outrageous  attacks  of  the  defenders  were  fcarcely 
more  formidable.  This  fyftem  was  at  laft  found  too  violent  to  be  continued. 

IMr.  Fofter  openly  profeffed  himfelf  at  all  times  an  enemy  to  all  Catholic  in- 
dulgence, and  was  prominently  a6tive  in  his  zeal  againft  them.  The  Earl  of 
Beftive's  natural  mildnefs  prevented  him  from  oppofmg  the  new-born  influence 
in  the  county  of  IMeath,  which  Mr.  Fofter  afllimed  on  this,  for  the  firft  oc- 
cafion,  from  the  overflowing  of  his  zeal  againft  Popery.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fub-committee  was  a Catholic,  and  this  right  honorable  gentle- 
man undertook  to  new  model  it  by  excluding  from  it  every  member  that 
was  not  amagiftrate.  After  thefe  exertions  at  Navan,  he  went  to  Ardbrac- 
can,  and  thence  returned  to  Navan,  of  which  he  feemed  to  take  a furvey. 
Strange  rumours  were  immediately  circulated,  that  the  dark  bufinefs  of  defen- 
derifm  was  traced  to  its  fource,  and  that  the  difcovery  would  aftonilli  the  na- 
tion. On  the  next  public  marketday,  iMr.  JohnFay,a  moftrefpedtableand  ami- 
able chara6ler  of  that  town,  was  arrefled  in  the  open  ftreet : bail  was  refufed, 
and  he  was  ignominioufly  hurried  under  a military  efcort  to  the  county  gaol. 
He  was  charged  with  having  confpired  againfl;  the  life  of  jSIr.  Butler.  The 
town  of  Navan  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Catholics,  and  had  lately  been  moll 
grofsly  traduced  ; it  had  been  termed  a fink  of  iniquity,  and  the  judges  in 
their  way  from  Trim  to  the  county  of  Louth  had  been  warned  as  they  ten- 
dered their  perfonal  fafety  not  to  pafs  through  the  town  of  Navan.  The 
imprifonment  of  Mr.  Fay  gave  rife  to  ferious  apprehenfions  on  one  part  of  a 
general  profcription  of  the  Catholics,  and  on  the  other  to  the  belief  of  a 
Popifli  confpiracy  to  maflacre  all  the  Proteftants.  Thus  were  the  feelings  of 
the  whole  dillridl  made  the  fport  of  the  Avicked,  who  were  attempting  to  play 
the  bafefl;  game  under  thefe  fi61itious  plots. 

There  evidently  was  a deep  plot  laid  by  perfons  of  political  influence  in 
the  country  to  criminate  Mr.  Fay,  and  feveral  other  reApedable  perfons  of  his 
perfuafion  as  aiders  and  abettors  of  treafon,  murder,  and  every  outrage,  that 
can  difturb  fociety  and  diflblv'e  civil  government : the  immediate  objedl  of 
which  was  to  lligmatize  the  body  of  Roman  Catholics.  But  juftice  provi- 
dentially prevailed,  and  opened  to  view  the  hafe  machinations  and  perjuries 
of  the  wretched  informer  Lynch,  and  other  mifcreants,  raked  out  of  the 
neighbouring  gaols,  Avho  had  been  hired  and  fuborned  to  fwear  away  the 
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lives  of  innocent  and  meritorious  men.*  The  honorable  acquittal  of  Mr, 
Fay,  and  tlie  public  expofure  of  the  attempts  of  the  junto,  to  criminate  by 
the  like  means,  Mr.  Dowdal  of  Clown,  Mr.  Bird  of  Drogheda,  and  fome 
other  Catholic  gentlemen  of  the  firft  commercial  confequence,  upon  whom 
the  moll  ferocious  feverity  had  been  exercifed  whilft  under  the  control  of  the 
magiftrates,  call:  fuch  difgrace  and  infamy  upon  the  perpetrators  of  this  dark 
confpiracy,  that  for  a time  the  Catholics  were  no  longer  moleftedj'  by  this 
fpecies  of  perfecution.  The  Catholics  in  thefe  parts  of  the  country  moll  in- 
fefted  by  the  defenders,  _had  from  their  numbers  fuffered  more  from  thofe  de- 
predators than  the  Proteftants,  and  although  it  evidently  were  a plebeian 
league  againft  propertyj  yet  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  in  every  affize  for  the 
county  of  Meath  fmee  the  defenders  firft  appeared  there,  no  Roman  Catholic 
was  admitted  on  juries  on  the  crown  fide,  although  formerly  thofe  juries  had 
generally  confifted  of  Catholics.  The  malice,  prejudice,  falfehood,  and  in- 
famy, that  appeared  at  the  aftizes  at  Trim  upon  the  trial  of  Mr.  Fay,  were 
too  rank  for  the  moft  fanguinary  bigot.  The  judge  was  fhocked  : every  ho- 
neft  man  cried  fliame  : the  junto  were  confounded  at  the  failure  of  their  own 
fchemes.:j: 

In 

* A fubfequent  difeovery  providentially  confirmed  the  innocence  of  Mr.  Fay,  Mr.  Gibney, 
Mr.  Byrne,  and  other  refpedable  gentlemen,  the  intended  vi6lims  of  a moft  bigotted  and  malevo- 
lent junto.  On  the  gth  of  Auguft,  1794,  at  Trim,  the  execution  of  Thomas  Shieran,  who  at  the 
laft  aftizes  was  convi6ted  of  a robbery  in  that  neighbourhood,  was  attended  by  fome  of  the  moft  re- 
fpedlable  magiftrates  and  gentlemen  in  the  vicinity.  The  culprit  a few  moments  before  his  being 
launched  into  eternity,  declared  w'ith  all  the  contrite  folemnity  becoming  a dying  penitent, 
tliat  he  and  three  men  of  the  name  of  Lawlefs,  all  of  whom  lived  contiguous  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Meath’s  demefne,  had  concerted  and  confpired  the  death  of  Mr,  Butler ; that  they  lay  in  wait  for 
him  fome  nights  previous  to  the  fatal  one  5 that  one  of  the  LawleftTes  was  the  perfon  who  fired  the 
fliot,  which  killed  Mr.  B.  and  that  no  other  perfon  whatever  w'as  concerned  in  the  plot.  On  a 
former  day  he  voluntarily  came  forward,  and  made  this  difeovery  to  one  of  the  Bilhop  of  Meath’s 
fervants;  after  which  he  and  the  Lawlelfes  were  lodged  in  the  fame  prifon,  where  it  is  feared  an 
intercourfe  with  fome  dark  villain  occafioned  his  afterwards  denying  his  firft  atteftation,  and  ac- 
cufing  men  innocent  of  the  fa<3: 3 this  of  courfe  invalidated  his  evidence  againft  the  Lawletfes,  who 
were  enlarged. 

f The  moft  adtive  inftruraent  in  harafting  and  attempting  by  various  arts  and  ftratagems  to  cri- 
minate the  Catholics  of  Navan,  was  a young  relative  of  a man  of  confequence  in  the  county  of 
Louth,  who  w'antonly  jefted  about  his  expeditions  to  Navan,  by  faying,  that  he  had  been  buck 
huntings 

J Of  thefe'  trials  Mr;  Curran  thus  fpoke  in  a debate  in  the  commons  (17  P.  D.  p.  3i.)  ” Of 

the  trials  of  Mr.  Fay,  and  of  the  principal  Catholic  merchants  of  Drogheda,  he  faid  he  could  fpeak 

“ as 
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In  order  to  countera6t  thefe  attempts  to  calumniate  and  criminate  the 
body  of  the  Catholics  by  identifying  the  caufes  of  Roman  Catholics,  united 
Irifhmen,  defenders,  French  levellers,  and  fworn  enemies  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  Catholic  bifliops  prefented  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  excellency  on 
the  17th  of  December,  1793,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty,  expreffive  of 
their  unfliaken  loyalty  and  grateful  affedtion  to  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  go* 
vernment,  which  was  moft  gracioufly  received  by  his  majefty.*  Similar  ef- 
forts, 

“ as  an  eye  witnefs,  and  he  declared  them  to  be  fcenes  of  more  atrocity  and  horror  than  he  had 
''  ever  feen  exhibited  in  a court  of  juftice  ; it  was  he  faid,  what  the  Catholics  might  have  expected 
when  they  found  their  avowed  enemies  continued  in  authority,  and  the  malice  of  an  implacable 
government  left  to  indemnify  itfelf  by  vengeance  what  it  had  loft  bylaw.” 

* The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Communion  in  Ireland  to  the 

“ King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

" Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeCts  the  underfigned,  for  our- 
felves,  and  on  behalf  of  the  other  prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Communion  in  Ireland,  im- 
prelfed  with  the  lively  fentiments  of  inviolable  attachment  to  your  majefty’s  facred  perfon  and 
government,  which,  we  truft,  will  ever  diftinguifli  thofe  of  our  order  in  this  kingdom,  are  happy 
on  this  occafion,  the  earlieft  that  has  offered,  of  humbly  adding  the  tribute  of  our  acknowledg- 
ments  to  the  general  voice  of  a grateful  people. 

The  recollection  of  our  paft,  and  the  contemplation  of  our  prefent  condition,  will  beft  illuf- 
trate  the  character  of  a patriot  king,  impartially  attending  to  the  wants  and  deferts  of  his  people. 
''  Under  your  majefty’s  aufpicious  reign,  and  particularly  through  your  late  paternal  recommenda- 
tion  to  parliament,  heavy  penalties  to  whjch  we  were  fubjeCt,  have  been  removed.  We  were 
''  patient  under  difabilities  j we  are  thankful  for  the  happy  change.  Minifters  of,  a gofpel,  which 
enjoins  meeknefs  in  adverfity,  and  fubmiflion  to  thofe  who  are  conftituted  in  authority  over  us, 
“ we  have  not  at  any  time  omitted  to  inculcate  the  lelfon  of  obedience  and  loyalty.  The  favors  we 
“ have  received  add  private  feeling  to  public  obligation  ; we  lhall  continue  with  unremitting  zeal 
to  difcharge  that  indifpenfable  duty. 

“ We  have  never  ceafed  to  admire  the  many  eminent  virtues,  which  adorn  your  royal  charaCler, 
and  attract  the  applaufe  of  every  lover  of  morality;  a brilliant  example  in  your  elevated  rank, 
“ and  in  an  age  too  prone  to  neglect  the  impulfe  of  truth,  and  the  facred  injunctions  of  religion.  , 

Whilft  we  lament  the  necefSty  that  inflicts  the  calamities  of  war  upon  any,  even  the  moft 
“ depraved  of  our  fellow-creatures,  we  inceflantly  fupplicate  the  Almighty  Difpofer  of  events, 
“ that,  blefling  your  majefty’s  arms  witli  fuccefs,  he  may  crown  you  with  the  glory  of  flopping 
“ the  progrefs  of  that  atheiftical  faction,  which  aims  at  the  fubverfion  of  every  religious  and  m»ral 
“ principle. 

“ We  look  towards  that  unhappy  nation,  which  is  the  object  of  hoftility,  and  acknowledge  with 
‘‘  humble  thankfgiving  the  goodnefs  of  Dinnc  Providence,  which,  under  the  beft  of  conftitutioiis, 
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forts,  prejudicial  to  the  body  of  tlie  Catholics,  were  about  the  fame  time  at- 
tempted in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom ; but  neither  fo  openly,  nor  fo 

virulently, 

has  beftowed  on  the  land  we  live  in,  freedom  exempt  from  anarchy,  protection  guarded  againft 
“ oppreflion,  and  a prince  calculated  by  his  wifdom  and  virtue  to  preferve  that  happy  condition 
“ of  fociety. 

If,  Sire,  in  our  peculiar  fituation  we  prefume  to  approach  your  majefly,  k is,  but  that  wa 
“ may  blefs  that  royal  goodnefs,  to  which  we  are  fo  deeply  indebted.  May  the  God  of  truth  and 
harmony,  to  whom  your  pious  endeavours  to  unite  your  fubjects  cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable, 
“ cement  and  ftrengthen  their  union.  May  he  grant  to  your  majefty  long  to  reign  over  a people, 
“ whofe  happinefs  you  have  effectually  laboured  to  promote.  May  your  wifdom  long  continue  to 
give  energ)'  to  the  counfels,  your  benevolence  to  form  the  character  of  the  kingdoms  committed 
” to  your  charge,  and  may  your  defcendants,  to  the  lateft  pofterity,  filling  the  throne  of  thefe 
realms,,  poffefs,  like  your  majefly,  the  affections  and  approbation  of  their  fubjects. 

“ John  Thomas  Troy,  Roman  Catholic  Archbifliop  of  Dublin. 

“ Richard  O’Reilly,  Roman  Catholic  Archbifliop  of  Armagh, 
Thomas  Bray,  Roman  Catholic  Archbilhop  of  Cafhel. 

“ Bos.  Eagan,  Roman  Catholic  Archbilhop  of  Tuam. 

Francis  Moylan,  Roman  Catholic  Bifliop  of  Cork. 

‘‘  P.  J.  Plunkett,  Roman  Catholic  Bifliop  of  Meath. 

“ James  Caulfield,  Roman  Catholic  Bifliop  of  Ferns. 

“ Dominick  Bellew,  Roman  Catholic  Bifliop  of  Killala. 

“ Gerald  Teahan,  Roman  Catholic  Bifliop  of  Kerry.” 

" To  his  Excellency  John  Earl  of  Westmorland,  Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and  Governor  Ge- 

“ neral  of  Ireland, 

“ The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Communion  in  Ireland, 

” May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

" WE  the  underfigned,  for  ourfelves,  and  on  behalf  of  the  other  prelates  of 
“ the  Roman  Catholic  Communion  in  Ireland,  laying  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  the  folemn  affurance 
“ of  thofe  fentiments  of  allegiance  and  gratitude,  which  are  cheriflied  in  the  breaft  of  every  indivi- 
“ dual  of  our  order,  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  feelings  to  your  excellency,  by  whom  our  gracious 
fovereign  is  reprefented  with  fo  much  honor  to  yourfelf,  and  advantage  to  this  kingdom. 

“ We  have  fubmitted  patiently  to  the  reftrictions,  which  the  legiflature  thought'  it-  expedient  to 
''  impofe,  and  we  do  now  moll  thankfully  receive  the  relaxation  of  thefe  laws,  the  boon  of  a more 
“ enlightened  age,  and  a milder  temper.  With  emotions  of  the  mofl  lively  gratitude  we  acknow- 
“ ledge  the  wifdom  and  benignity  of  your  excellency’s  adminiftration,  by  which,  under  Divine 
Providence,  fuch  favorable  difpofitions  have  been  promoted  in  our  Proteflant  fellow-fubjedts. 

“ We  have  obferved,  with  deep  regret,  that  your  excellency’s  government,  although  conci- 
" ciliatory  and  conceding,  has  not  been  entirely  exempt  from  fome  outrages  of  the  mifguided  and 
“ unrefledling  poor,  deviating  equally  from  the  didlates  of  law,  reafon,  and  of  religion.  Tlie 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  have  never  ceafed,  though  foraetimes  witli  great  hazard  to  themfelves, 

to 
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virulently,  as  at  Navan  and  Drogheda.  As  the  whole  combination  of  that 
party  in  parliament,  which  had  monopolized  the  political  power  of  the  coun- 
try, was  inadequate  to  refill  the  forcible  recommendation  of  a benign  fove- 
reign  to  unchain  three  millions  of  his  loyal  fubjefts,  fo  did  their  malked  bat- 
teries fail  out  of  parliament,  from  which  they  played  upon  the  credulous 
bigotry  and  antiquated  prejudices  of  the  unenlightened  or  felf-interelted  part 
of  the  community.  Individually,  the  afperities  of  religious  rancour  were 

to  reprefent  the  wickednefs  of  tumult,  to  explain  the  advantages,  which  every  rank  derives 
“ from  fubordination,  and  to  exhort  their  flocks  to  pra6tife  that  obedience  to  eftabliflied  authority, 
“ which  our  religion  ordains,  and  which  is  indifpenfable  to  the  exiftence  of  fbciety.  Bound  by 
“ feeling  and  inclination,  as  well  as  by  a more  facred  duty,  we  fliall  ever  continue  to  inftill  into 
” thofe  committed  to  our  care  every  fentiment  of  loyalty  and  affeftion  to  our  good  king,  every 
‘‘  principle  of  fubmiffion  to  the  laws,  and  of  veneration  for  that  happy  conllitution,  which  has 
“ produced  fo  much  good  to  thefe  realms,  and  of  which  the  benefits  have  been  of  late  fo  liberally 
" imparted  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom. 

“ And  we  earneftly  befeech  Almighty  God,  to  blefs  your  excellency,  and  prolong  your  days, 
“■  that  you  may  live  to  fee  that  land  flourifli,  in  which  the  feeds  of  profperity  have  been  fown 
“ under  your  aufpices. 

“ We  humbly  requeft,  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  tranfmit  our  dutiful  addrefs  to  our 

moft  gracious  fovereign.” 


HIS  EXCELLENCY’S  ANSWER. 

“ I RETURN  you  my  fincere  thanks  for  this  dutiful  addrefs.  Your  declara- 
tions  of  loyalty  and  gratitude  are  highly  becoming  and  honourable  j and  your  determination  to  , 
” inftil  into  the  perfons  committed  to  your  fpiritual  care,  the  principles  of  duty  to  the  king,  of  fub- 
“ miflion  to  the  laws,  and  veneration  of  the  eflablithed  conftitution,  prove  your  attention  to  their 
” welfare  and  happinefs. 

“ I will  immediately  tranfmit  your  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  to  be  laid  before  his  majefty.” 

Dublin  Caftle,  \3th  January,  1794. 

“ Sir, 

“ I HAVE  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  by  command  of  the  lord  lieutenant, 

“ that  his  excellency  has  received  a letter  from  the  Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  his 
“ majefty’s  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  dated  the  8th  inftant,  fignifying,  that  he  had  laid  before 
“ the  king  the  addrefs  to  his  majefty  from  the  prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Communion  in  Irer 
land,  exprefting  their  inviolable  attachment  to  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government,  and  that 
“ his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  receive  the  fame  in  the  moft  gracious  manner. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

“ Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

“ S.  Hamilton. 

Rev.  Dr,  Troy.” 

daily 
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daily  wearing  out : though  it  be  to  be  lamented,  that  a certain  party,  M'hich 
very  foon  after  this  time  fliewed  itfelf  openly  under  the  appellation  of  Oraiige- 
men,  was  prominently  a6live  in  renovating  and  extending  the  flame  of  reli- 
gious feuds,  difcord,  and  animofity.  The  fpirit  and  end  of  which  combi- 
nations emphatically  countera6ted  that  union  of  affe6lion  and  interefl,  fo 
ftrongly  recommended  to  the  people  by  the  parental  tendernefs  of  their  fove- 
reign.  Since  the  paflTing  of  the  a6t  of  the  lafl;  feffion,  the  Catholics  began 
to  feel  themfelvcs  admitted  into  the  bofom  of  their  country,  and  to  buly 
themfelves  about  forming  fettlements  in  it,  as  if  they  no  longer  looked  to 
foreign  aid  or  protection  for  the  benefits  of  improving  their  minds  or  mo- 
rals. Their  prelates  on  the  14th  of  February,  1794,  prefented  a very  im- 
prellive  memorial  to  the  Earl  of  Weftmorland,  to  obtain  his  majefty’s  licence 
to  found  and  endow  feminaries  for  the  education  of  their  clergy  within  their 
own  native  kingdom.* 

The 

* To  his  Excellency  John  Earl  of  Westmorland,  Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and  General 

“ Governor  of  Ireland. 

“ The  humble  Memorial  of  the  Prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Communion  in  Ireland. 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ YOUR  memorialifts  beg  leave,  with  the  greateft  deference,  to  reprefent  to 

your  excellency, 

“ That  a great  number  of  his  majefty’s.fubje6ts  in  tliis  kingdom  are  attached  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
lie  religion,  inforauch  that  they  have  fubmitted  to  legal  penalties,  rather  than  abandon  it. 

That  the  duties  of  morality  have  been  taught,  and  religious  rites  adminiftered,  in  the  manner 
“ moft  acceptable  to  this  portion  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  by  a body  of  clergymen  educated  ac- 
cording  to  the  difeipline  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  The  conduft  of  thefe  clergymen  has 
“ never  lufFered  the  reproach  of  difaffedtion  or  irregularity  ; on  the  contrary,  they  have  been  com- 
“ plimented,  on  many  occafions,  for  afliduoufly  inftrudling  their  refpedtive  flocks  in  the  facred 
“ precepts  of  Chriftianity,  and  for  inculcating  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  veneration  for  his  ma- 
" jefty’s  royal  perfon  and  government.  Memorialifts  humbly  apprehend,  that  the  labors  of  a body 
“ of  men  thus  occupied  are  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  and  that  confiderable  detriment  would  enfde  to 
tlie  caufe  of  religion,  and  to  that  of  good  order,  which  is  connected  with  it,  if  the  public  were 
“ to  be  deprived  of  their  fervices. 

Under  the  laws  which  formerly  exifted,  your  excellency’s  memorialifts  were  obliged  to  refort 
“ to  foreign  countries  for  education,  particularly  to  the  kingdom  of  France,  where  they  had  pro- 
" cured  many  valuable  eftablilhments  : four  hundred  perfons  were  conftantly  maintained  and 
" educated  therein,  for  the  miniftry  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Ireland.  In  the  anarchy 
" which  at  prefent  afflifts  that  kingdom,  thefe  eftabliftiments  have  been  neceflarily  deftroyed  ; 
" and,  even  although  lawful  .authority  fliould, be  reftored,  memorialifts  conceive  the  lofs  to  be  ir- 

“ reparable  3 
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The  confidence  and  boldnefs,  with  which  the  popular  focieties  had  lately 
exprefled  their  political  fentiments  had  become  very  obnoxious  to  govern- 
ment, 

reparable  > for  the  revenues  would  not  eafily  be  recovered  ; and  as  the  profligate  principles  of 
rebellion  and  atheifm,  propagated  by  the  fadion,  which  now  rules  that  kingdom,  may  not  be 
“ fpeedily  effaced,  they  would  expofe  their  youth  to  the  contagion  of  fedition  and  infidelity,  and  their 
" country  to  the  danger  of  thus  introducing  the  pernicious  maxims  of  a licentious  philolbphy.  Me- 
“ morialifts  therefore  are  apprehenfive,  that  it  may  be  found  difficult  to  fupply  the  miniftry  of  the 
“ Roman  Catholic  church  in  Ireland  with  proper  clergymen,  unlefs  feminaries,  fchools,  or  acade- 
mies  be  inftituted,  for  educating  the  youth  deftined  to  receive  holy  orders  according  to  the  difei- 
“ pline  of  their  own  church,  and  under  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors  of  their  own  communion  j and  they 
“ beg  leave  further  to  reprefent,  witli  all  due  refped  and  deference  to  your  excellency’s  wifdom, 
that  faid  inftitution  would  prove  of  advantage  to  the  nation  at  large,  and  be  a matter  of  great  in- 
” dulgence  to  his  rnajefty’s  fubjeCts  profeffing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Ireland. 

“ Whilft  fentiments  unfavourable  to  the  members  of  their  communion  prevailed,  your  excel- 
“ lency’s  memorialifls  were  difeouraged  from  feeking  the  means  of  education  in  their  native  coun- 
try  5 but  conceiving  that  the  demeanor  of  the  Roman  Catholics  has  removed  fuch  ill  opinion, 
” they  humbly  hope,  that  the  moral  inftru6lion  of  a people  who  have  been  legally  authorized  to 
“ acquire  landed  property  in  this  kingdom,  and  upon  whom  many  other  valuable  privileges  have 
“ been  conferred  under  your  excellency’s  adminiftration  and  aufpices,  may  appear  to  his  majefty’s 
“ miniflers  a fubje6t  not  unworthy  of  his  royal  confideration  and  bounty.  Your  excellency’s  me- 
“ morialifts  are  confirmed  in  this  hope,  by  the  opinion  often  and  publicly  exprefled  by  refpedtable 
“ individuals  of  their  Proteftant  fellow-fubjetts,  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  public  good  to  edu- 
“ cate  the  Iriffi  eccleftaflics  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  within  his  majefty’s  dominions. 

“ Your  excellency's  memorialifts  alfo  beg  leave  humbly  to  reprefent,  that  although  the  mode 
“ of  education  prac^ifed  in  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  may  be  well  adapted  to  form  men  for  the 
“ various  departments  of  public  bufinefs,  yet  it  is  not  alike  applicable  to  the  ecclefiaftics  of  a very 
“ ritual  religion,  and  by  no  means  calculated  to  imprefs  upon  the  mind  thofe  habits  of  auftere  dif- 
■“  cipline,  fo  indifpenfable  in  the  charafter  of  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  that  without  them  he 
“ might  become  a very  dangerous  member  of  fociety. 

“ That  a diftind  place  of  education  is  alfo  neceffary,  bccaufe  the  regulations  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic  church  enjoin,  that  candidates  for  holy  orders  ffiall  be  proficients  in  certain  branches  of 
“ learning,  which  are  not  included  in  the  excrcifes  of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin. 

“ That  even  where  the  Roman  Catholic  is  the  eftablilhed  religion,  candidates  for  holy  orders 
“ are  obliged  to  receive  the  moft  important  part  of  their  education  in  feminaries,  diftimT  from  the 
“ public  univerfities. 

“ That  many  perfons,  who  deftine  themfelves  to  the  miniftry  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in 
Ireland,  are  not  fufficiently  opulent  to  bear  the  expence  of  education  in  the  univerfity  of  Dub' 
” lin,  and  of  conftant  refidence  in  the  metropolis  ; it  is  therefore  the  more  neceffary  to  provide 
“ literary  inftruction  for  them  on  more  eafy  conditions ; and  although  the  liberality  of  the  pre'fent 
heads  of  tlie  univerfity  might  induce  them  to  receive  perfons  on  the  foundation,  yet  neither 

“ could 
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ment,  and  in  order  to  check  the  pruriency  of  civil  liberty,  which  now  M’as- 
confidered  as  a mere  cloak  for  fedition  or  treafon,  the  attorney-general  was 
directed  to  file  an  information  ex  officio  againft  Mr.  A.  Hamilton  Rowan 
for  diftribufmg  *a  feditious  libel  with  the  intent  and  defign  of  exciting  and 

diffufmg 

could  a fufficient  number  be  thus  accommodated,  nor  would  it  prove  grateful  to  the  feelings  of 
“ the  parties ; and  many  other  inconveniencies  might  arife,  if  young  men  tliould  obferv'e  great 
“ temporal  advantages  conferred  upon  their  fellow  ftudents,  whilft  they  were  reftricted  to  the  hum- 
“ ble  .walk  of  a fubordinate  minitlry. 

“ From  thefe  confiderations,  and  conceiving  that  piety,  learning,  and  fubordination  would  be 
thereby  eflentially  promoted,  your  excellency’s  raemorialifis  are  induced  to  undertake  the  elta- 
“ blifliment  of  proper  places  for  the  education  of  the  clerical  youth  of  their  communion.  Being 
''  adv’ifed  by  counfel,  that  his  raajefty’s  royal  licence  is  neceffary,  in  order  legally  to  fecure  the 
funds  which  they  may  appropriate  for  that  purpofe,  they  humbly  beg  leave  to  folicit  your  excel- 
” lency’s  recommendation  to  our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  his  royal 
“ licence  for  the  endowment  of  academies  or  feminaries,  for  educating  and  preparing  young  per- 
“ fons  to  difebarge  the  duties  of  Koman  .Catlrolic  .clergymen  in  this  kingdom,  under  ecclefiaftical 
fuperiors  of  their  own  communion. 

“ John  Thomas  Troy,  Roman  Catholic  Archbitliop  of  Dublin, 
January  1794.  “ For  myfelf,  and  on  Behalf  of  the  Prelates  of  the  Roman 

“ Catholic  communion  in  Ireland.” 

* The  libel  laid  in  the  information,  was  to  the  following  effeft : 

" The  Society  of  United  Irilbmen  at  Dublin  to  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland. 

“ William  Drennan,  Chairman. 

" Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  Secretary. 

CITIZEN  foldiers,  you  firft  took  up  arms  to  protect  your  country  from  foreign  enemies  and 
from  domeftic  difturbance;  for  the  fame  purpofes  it  now  becomes  neceffary,  that  you  fliould  re- 
" fume  them ; a proclamation  has  been  iffued  in  England  for  embodying  the  militia,  and  a procla- 
*'  mation  has  been  iffued  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  in  Ireland  for  reprefling  all  feditious 
“ affociations  j in  confequence  of  both  thefe  proclamations,  it  is  reafonable  to  apprehend  danger 
" from  abroad  and  danger  at  home,  from  whence  but  from  apprehended  danger  are  thefe  me- 
nacing  preparations  for  war  drawn  through  the  ftreets  of  this  capital,  or  whence  if  not  to  create 
" that  internal  commotion  which  was  not  found,  to  Ihake  that  credit  which  was  not  affeded,  to 
blaft  that  volunteer  honour  which  was  hitherto  inviolate,  are  thofe  terrible  fuggettions  and  ru- 
“ mours  and  whifpers  that  meet  us  at  every  corner,  and  agitate  at  leaft  our  old  men,  our  women, 
“ and  children  ; whatever  be  the  motive,  or  from  whatever  quarter  it  arifes,  alarm  has  arifen,  and 
“ you  volunteers  of  Ireland  are  therefore  fumraoned  to  arms  at  the  inftance  of  government  as  well 
''  as  by  the  refponfibility  attached  to  your  charader,  and  the  permanent  obligations  of  your  confti- 
tution.  We  will  not  at  this  day  condefeend  to  quote  authorities  for  the  right  of  having  and  of 
“ ufing  arms,  but  we  will  cry  aloud,  even  amidft  the  ftorm  raifed  by  the  witchcraft  of  a proclama- 
“ tion,  that  to  your  formation  was  owing  the  peace  and  protection  of  this  illand,  to  your  relaxa- 

tion 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


419 


tliffufing  amongft  the  fubje6ls  of  that  realm  difcontent,  jealoufies,  and  fuf- 
plcions  of  his  majefty,  aild  difaffeclion  and  difloyalty  to  his  perfon  and  go- 
vernment, 

tion  has  been  owing  its  relapfe  into  impotence  and  infignlficance,  to  your  renovation  muft  be 
" owing  its  future  freedom  and  its  prefent  tranquillity : you  are  therefore  fumraoned  to  arms,  in 
order  to  prefer\'e  your  country  in  that  guarded  quiet,  which  may  fecure  it  from  external  hoftility, 
" and  to  maintain  that  internal  regimen  throughout  the  land,  which,  fuperfeding  a notorious  po- 
lice,  or  a fufpedted  militia,  may  preferve  the  bleflings  of  peace  by  a vigilant  preparation  for  war. 
''  Citizen  foldiers,  to  arms,  take  up  the  tliield  of  freedom  and  die  pledges  of  peace — peace; 
the  motive  and  end  of  your  virtuous  inftitution  : war,  an  occafional  duty,  ought  never  to  be 
” made  an  occupation  ; every  man  thould  become  a foldier  in  the  defence  of  his  rights;  no  man 
ought  to  continue  a foldier  for  offending  the  rights  of  others  ; the  facrifice  of  life  in  the  fervice 
“ of  our  country  is  a duty  much  too  honourable  to  be  intrufted  to  mercenaries  ; and  at  this  time, 
when  your  country  has,  by  public  authority,  been  declared  in  danger,  we  conjure  you  by  your 
intereft,  your  duty,  and  your  glory,  to  hand  to  your  arms,  and  in  fpite  of  a police,  in  fpite  of  a 
“ fencible  militia,  in  virtue  of  two  proclamations,  to  maintain  good  order  in  your  vicinage,  and 
tranquillity  in  Ireland;  It  is  only  by  the  military  array  of  men  in  whom  they  confide,  whom 
they  have  been  accuftomed  to  revere  as  the  guardians  of  domeftic  peace,  the  proteftors  of  their 
liberties  and  lives,  that  the  prefent  agitation  of  the  people  can  be  Hilled,  that  tumult  and  licen- 
tioufnefs  can  be  repreffed,  obedience  fecured  to  exifling  law,  and  a calm  confidence  diifufed 
“■  through  the  public  mind  in  the  fpeedy  refurredtion  of  a free  conftltution,  of  liberty  and  of 
equality,  words  which  we  ufe  for  an  opportunity  of  repelling  calumny,  and  of  faying,  that  by 
liberty  we  never  underflood  unlimited  freedom,  nor  by  equality  the  levelling  of  property,  or  the 
deflrudlion  of  fubordinatlon:  this  is  a calumny  invented  by  that  faiStion,  or  that  gang,  which 
" mifreprefents  the  king  to  the  people,  and  the  people  to  the  king,  traduces  one  half  of  the  na- 
“ tion  to  cajole  the  other,  and  by  keeping  up  diftrufl  and  divifion  withes  to  continue  the  proud 
“ arbitrators  of  the  fortune  and  fate  of  Ireland ; liberty  is  the  exercife  of  all  our  rights,  natural 
and  political,  fecured  to  us  and  our  pofterity  by  a real  reprefentation  of  the  people  ; and  equality 
is  the  extenfion  of  the  conflituent  to  the  fullefl:  dimenfions  of  the  conflitution,  of  the  eledlive 
franchife  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  to  the  end,  that  gov'ernment,  which  is  colledtive  power, 
“ may  be  guided  by  colledtive  will,  and  that  legiflation  may  originate  from  public  reafon,  keep 
pace  v/ith  public  improvement,  and  terminate  in  public  happinefs.  If  our  conflitution  be  im- 
“ pcrfeft,  nothing  but  a reform  in  reprefentation  will  redlify  its  abufes ; if  it  be  perfedt,  nothing 
” but  the  lame  reform  will  perpetuate  its  bleflings.  We  now  addrefs  you  as  citizens,  for  to  be 
“ citizens  you  become  foldiers;  nor  can  we  help  wilhing,  that  all  foldiers  partaking  the  paflions 
“■  and  interefl  of  the  people  would  remember,  that  they  were  once  citizens,  that  fedudtion  made 
them  foldiers,  but  nature  made  them  men.  We  addrefs  you  without  any  authority,  fave  that  of 
“ reafon  ; and  it  we  obtain  the  coincidence  of  public  opinion,  it  is  neitlier  by  force  nor  ftratagem, 
for  we  have  no  power  to  terrify,  no  artifice  to  cajole,  no  fund  to  feduce  ; liere  we  fit  without 
“ mace  or  beadle,  neither  a myflery  nor  a craft,  nor  a corporation  ; in  four  words  lies  all  our 
“ power — univerfal  emancipation  and  reprefentative  legillature  ; yet  vre  are  confident,  that  on  the 
Von.  II,  Si,  <(  pivot 
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vernment,  and  raifnig  dangerous  feditions  and  tumults  within  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland.  To  this  information  Mr.  Rowan  appeared  by  his  attorney,  and 

pivot  of  this  principle,  a convention,  ftill  lefs — a fociety,  flill  lefs — a Angle  man,  will  be  able  firft 
“ to  move,  and  then  to  raife  the  world  : we  therefore  with  for  Catholic  emancipation  without  any 
" modification,  but  ftill  we  confider  this  neceftary  enfranchifement  as  merely  the  portal  to  the  tem- 
“ pie  of  national  freedom  wide  as  this  entrance  is,  wide  enough  to  admit  three  millions,  it  is 
“ narrow  when  compared  to  the  capacity  and  comprehenfion  of  our  beloved  principle,  which 
“ takes  in  every  individual  of  the  Iriftr  nation,  cafts  an  equal  eye  over  the  whole  ifland,  embraces 
“ all  that  think,  and  feels  for  all  that  fuffer  : the  Catholic  caufe  is  fubordinate  to  our  caufe,  and 
" included  in  it;  for,  as  united  Iriflimen,  we  adhere  to  no  fe6t,  but  to  fociety;  to  no  caufe,  but 
“ Chriftianity;  to  no  party,  but  the  whole  people.  In  the  fincerity  of  our  fouls  do  we  defire 
" Catholic  emancipation;  but  were  it  obtained  to-morrow,  to  morrow  would  we  go  on  as  we  do 
“ to-day,  in  the  purfuit  of  that  reform,  which  would  ftill  be  wanting  to  ratify  their  liberties  as  well 
” as  our  own.  For  both  thefe  purpofes  it  appears  necetfary,  that  provincial  conventions  fhould 
''  aflemble  preparatory  to  the  convention  of  the  Proteftant  people;  the  delegates  of  the  Catholic 
“ body  are  not  juftified  in  communicating  with  individuals,  or  even  bodies  of  inferior  authority, 
" and  therefore  an  aflTembly  of  a fimilar  nature  and  organifation  is  necelfary  to  eftablifli  an  inter- 
" courfe  of  fentiments,  an  uniformity  of  conduft,  an  united  caufe,  and  an  united  nation ; if  a con- 
vention  on  th.e  one  part  does  not  foon  follow,  and  is  not  foon  conneded  with  that  on  the  other, 
” the  common  caufe  will  fplit  into  the  partial  intereft,  the  people  will  relapfe  into  inattention 
" and  inertnefs,  the  un^on  of  afiPeiflion  and  exertion  will  difiTolve,  and  too  probably  fome  local 
“ infurre£tions,  inftigated  by  the  malignity  of  our  common  enemy,  may  commit  the  charafler  and 
“ rifque  the  tranquillity  of  the  ifland,  which  can  be  obviated  only  by  the  influence  of  an  alTembly 
" arifing  from,  affimilated  with  the  people,  and  whofe  fpirit  may  be,  as  it  were,  knit  with  the  foul 
" of  the  nation,  unlefs  the  fenfe  of  the  Proteftant  people  be  on  their  part  as  fairly  colledted, 
“ and  as  judicioufly  direfted,  unlefs  individual  exertion  confolidates  into  colle6tive  ftrength,  unlefs 
" the  parts  unite  into  one  mafs  ; we  may  perhaps  ferve  fome  perfon  or  fome  party  for  a little,  but 
“ the  public  not  at  all  ; the  nation  is  neither  infolent,  nor  rebellious,  nor  feditious;  while  it  knows 
“ its  rights,  it  is  unwilling  to  manifeft  its  powers ; it  would  rather  fupplicate  adminiftration  to 
” anticipate  revolution  by  well-timed  reform,  and  to  fave  their  country  in  mercy  to  themfelves. 
” The  fifteenth  of  February  approaches,  a day  ever  memorable  in  the  annals  of  this  country  as  the 
“ birth-day  of  new  Ireland ; let  parochial  meetings  be  held  as  foon  as  poflible,  let  each  parifli  re- 
“ turn  delegates,  let  the  fenfe  of  Ulfter  be  again  declared  from  Dungannon  on  a day  aufpicious  to 
" union,  peace  and  freedom,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  North  will  again  become  the  fpirit  of  the  nation. 
“ The  civil  afl'embly  ought  to  claim  the  attendance  of  the  military  affociations,  and  we  have  addreflTed 
“ you,  citizen  foldiers,  on  this  fubjeft,  from  the  belief,  that  your  body  uniting  convi6tion  with 
“ zeal,  and  zeal  with  aditivity,  may  have  much  influence  over  your  countrymen,  your  relations 
“ and  friends.  We  offer  only  a general  outline  to  the  public,  and  meaning  to  addrefs  Ireland, 
“ prefume  not  at  prefent  to  fill  up  the  plan,  or  pre-occupy  the  mode  of  its  execution  ; we  have 
thought  it  our  duty  to  fpeak — anfwer  us  by  actions ; you  have  taken  time  for  confideration  ; 
“ fourteen  long  years  are  elapftd  fince  the  rife  of  your  affociations;  and  in  1782  did  you  imagine, 
“ that  in  1792  this  nation  would  ftill  remain  unreprefented  How  many  nations,  in  this  interval, 
“ have  gotten  the  ftart  of  Ireland  ? How  many  of  your  countrymen  have  funk  into  the  grave?” 

pleaded 
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pleaded  the  general  iffue.  The  trial  came  on  the  29th  of  January,  1794, 
though  the  information  had  been  filed  as  far  back  as  the  8th  of  the  preceding 
June.  Upon  calling  over  the  jury  one  of  them  was  objected  againft,  as 
holding  a place  under  the  crown,  but  the  attorney  general  infifted  upon  the 
illegality  of  the  objection,  and  obferved,  that  it  went  againft  all  that  was 
honorable  and  refpeftable  in  the  land.  It  was  therefore  over-ruled  by  the 
court.  After  a trial  of  about  ten  hours,  the  jury  found  him  guilty.  This 
was  very  unexpected  by  Mr.  Rowan's  party.  A motion  was  afterwards  made 
in  court  to  fet  afide  the  verdict,  and  grant  a new  trial  grounded  on  feveral 
affidavits.  The  motion  was  argued  for  fix  daj’s,  and  v-as'  at  lalt  difeharged. 
The  grounds,  upon  which  the  defendant's  counfel  refted  their  cafe,  were 
1 . Upon  the  declaration  of  a juror  againft  Mr.  Rowan,  viz.  that  the  country 
would  never  be  quiet  till  he  v^as  hanged  or  banifhed.  2.  L^pon  the  partiality 
of  IMr.  Giffard,  the  fheriff,  who  had  lb  arrayed  the  pannel  as  to  have  him  tried 
by  an  unfair  jury.  3.  Upon  the  incredibility  of  one  Lifter,  the  chief  and 
only  witnefs  againft  him  : and  4.  The  mifdirection  of  the  court.  The  fen- 
ten  ce  of  the  court  upon  iMr.  Rowan  was  to  pay  to  his  majefty  a fine  of  500/. 
and  be  imprifoned  two  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  29th  of  January,  1/94, 
and  until  the  fine  were  paid,  and  to  find  fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
feven  years,  himfelf  in  2000/.  and  two  fureties  in  IGOO/.  each.  The  verdict 
and  judgment  of  the  court  gave  great  dilfatisfaclion  to  the  popular  party. 
Their  difapprobation  of  the  verdiCl  was  exprefled  in  court  by  the  moft  inde- 
cent groans  and  hiffes. 

On  the  21  ft  of  January,  1794,  the  parliament  was  convened,  and  the  lord 
lieutenant  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  cxprelfed  the  higheft  latisfaclion, 
that  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  majefty’s  arms,  and  thole  of  his  allies,  the  hopes  of 
France,  in  their, unprovoked  declaration  of  war,  to  impair  the  liability  or 
fliake  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  had  been  utterly  difap- 
pointed.* 

So 

* ” The  forces  of  his  and  his  allies,  were  in  polTellion  of  many  important  fortrefles, 

" which  had  belonged  to  the  French,  and  many  of  their  opprellive  and  unjiift  conquefts  had  been 
" wrefted  from  them  ; and  while  the  trade  of  the  empire  had  been  generally  protedled,  the  re- 
''  fources  which  their  enemies  derived  from  their  wealthy  fettlements  and  extenfive  commerce  had 
“ been  almoft  entirely  cut  off.  He  had  the  further  fatisfadion  to  acquain  them,  that  tlie  fpirit  of 
“ infurredion,  w hich  had  been  for  fome  time  prevalent  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  was 
“ in  general  fiipprctled,  and  no  exertion  Ihould  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  bring  them  to  a due  fenfe 
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So  mucli  had  been  done  in  the  late  bufy  feffion,  that  one  fingle  point  only 
was  debated  in  the  prefent.  On  the  4th  of  March,  IMr,  W.  Brabazon  Pon- 
Ibnby  prefcnted  his  promifed  bill,*  for  amending  and  improving  the  ftate  of 
the  reprefen tation  of  the  people  in  parliament.  The  bill,  \yhich  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  feffions  had  been  prefented  by  his  right  honorable  relative  in 
liis  abfence,,  had  been  received  in  fuch  a manner  as  induced  him  to  hope,  that 
its  principle  met  the  approbation  of  the  houfe.  He  knew  not  whether  the 
country  or  the  houfe  had  changed  their  opinion  on  the  fubjeH,  for  himfelf 
he  certainly  had  not  changed  his  opinion.  One  capital  objedlion,  which  then 
exifted  againft  the  meafure,  was  now  done  away.  The  country  was  then  in 
a hate  of  difturbance,  it  was  now  in  perfeH  tranquillity. 

Having  moved,  that  the  bill  fliould  be  read  a fecond  time  on  the  morrow, 
Sir  Hercules  Langrilhe,  who  had  always  been  a determined  enemy  to  every 
tiling  in  the  diape  of  reform,  oppofed  it  in  a vehement  harangue  upon  the 
fatal  warning  of  France.  It  was  impoflible  they  fliould  for  a moment,  under 
the  exifting  circumftances,  engage  tliemfelv-es  in  problematical  experiments, 

“ of  order  and  fubordination,  and  to  prevent  and  punifh  the  machinations  of  thofe,  who  might  aim 
“ to  feduce  them  from  their  accuftomed  loyalty  into  afts  of  fedition  and  outrage. 

“ The  law  for  rendering  a militia  in  that  kingdom  effedtual  had  been  carried  fuccefsfully  into 
“ execution  ■,  and  he  was  happy  to  find,  that  the  people  w'ere  at  length  fully  reconciled  to  that 
inftitution,  which  had  already  been  attended  by  the  mofi:  beneficial,  confequences,  in  producing 
“ internal  tranquillity,  and  contributing  to  the  general  ftrength  and  force  of  the  empire.  He  alfo 
“ had  it  in  command  to  acquaint  them,  that  his  majefty  had  appointed  a commiflion,  under  the 
great  feal,  to  execute  the  office  of  lord  high  treafurer  of  that  kingdom,  in  order  that  the  payment 
“ of  the  civil  lift  granted  to  his  majefty,  and  a regular  appropriation  of  the  revenue  to  diftindt  fer- 
“ vices,  might  be  carried  into  execution  in  a manner  as  conformable  to  the  pradlice  of  Great  Brl- 
“ tain,  as  the  relative  fituation  of  this  kingdom  would  permit. 

''  His  majefty  had  the  fulleft  reliance  upon  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  his  people  of  Ireland : 
they  were  now,  by  the  unjuft  aggreflion  of  France,  involved  in  a conteft  for  their  religion,  for 
“ their  conftitution,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  every  principle  which  upheld  focial  order,  or  gave 
“ fecurity  to  their  perfons  or  properties.  In  fuch  a caufe,  his  majefty  had  no  doubt  of  being  cor- 
“ dially  fupported  by  the  efforts  of  all  his  fubjedts,  in  refifting  the  defperate  defigns  of  men,  who 
" were  endeavouring  to  eredt  their  own  power  and  dominion  on  the  ruins  of  law  and  order,  and  to 
“ involve  every  government  of  Europe  in  a general  feene  of  confufion  and  anarchy. 

His  majefty’s  objedt  was  peace,  and  he  would  exert  himfelf,  in  conjundtion  with  his  allies, 
“ whenever  an  occafion  Ihould  prefent  itfelf,  for  obtaining  that  defirable  end,  without  furrendering 
“ the  honor  of  his  crown,  or  facrificing  the  prefent  or  future  fecurity  of  his  people  and  the  reft  of 
“ Europe.” 

The  form  of  this  bill  is  to  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XCVII. 
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on  a conftitution,  which  they  knew  was  competent  to  all  the  ends  of  civil 
liberty  and  progreffive  happinefs:  *that  they  lliould  turn  the  minds  of  the 
people  from  the  duties  of  a critical  fituation : that  they  fliould,  as  it  were, 
tamper  with  turbulence,  and  favor  difquifitions,  which  would  make  the  peo- 
ple politicians  inftead  of  hufbandmen,  and  agitators  inhead  of  defenders  of 
their  country ; the  objedlions  to  the  bill  itfelf,  though  great  and  numerous, 
were  loft  in  the  predominant  objedlion  to  their  agitating  the  queftion  at  all  at 
that  time.  It  A\^as  incompetent  to  the  end  propofed,  and  would  be  utterly 
unfatisfadlory  to  the  people  it  profelfed  to  gratify;  it  did  not  improve  or 
extend  the  bafis  of  reprefentation,  it  rendered  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
ftill  more  unequal;  and  on  the  whole  it  was  a transfer  of  power,  and  not  a 
reform  in  parliament.  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  conftituted  and  compofed 
as  it  was,  had  for  feveral  years  paft  been  engaged  in  the  uniform  practice, 
feflion  after  feffion,  of  adding  fome  new  protedlion  to  conftitutional  liberty, 
fome  new  advancement  to  the  profperity  of  the  country;  and  that  to  hazard 
fuch  a condition  of  progreffive  happinefs  in  the  lottery  of  experiment  or  ad- 
venture, would  at  all  times  be  rathnefs,  and  at  that  time  infatuation.  Under 
fuch  impreffions,  he  withed  to  put  an  end  to  the  difculfion,  moved,  ‘‘  That 
“ the  bill  be  read  a fecond  time  on  the  ill  of  Auguft.” 

]\Ir.  Grattan  obferved,  that  if  France  were  to  be  a leflbn,  they  ffiould  take 
the  whole  of  that  leffon;  if  her  frantic  convention  be  a monitrefs  againfl  the 
vices  of  a republic,  let  the  caufes  which  produced  that  convention  be  an  ad- 
monition againft  the  abufes  of  monarchy.  France  would  reform  nothing 
until  abufes  accumulated,  and  government  was  fwept  away  in  a deluge,  until 
an  armed  force  redreffed  the  ftate,  and  then,  as  will  be  generally  the  cafe, 
united  on  becoming  the  government.  It  was  not  a progrefs  from  reforma- 
tion to  innovation,  but  from  one  modification  of  a military  government,  that 
is,  of  one  anarchy  to  another;  in  principle,  therefore,  the  cafe  of  France  did 
not  apply,  in  policy  hill  lefs;  for  if  there  were  an  attempt  to  introduce  the 
rebellious  graces  of  a republic  into  thefe  countries,  the  heft  precaution  was  to 
difcountenance  them  by  the  fober  attradlions  of  a limited  monarcb}*,  and  the 
worft  precaution  was  to  preferve  all  the  abufes  of  the  latter,  to  pre-engage 
men  againft  the  vices  of  the  former. 

Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  largely  and  warmly  upon  the  fubjedl.  Sir 
Lawrence  Parlous  was  violent  for  the  bill;  he  would  not  give  a filent  vote, 
though  he  very  pertinently  obferved,  that  whatever  might  be  faid  that  night 
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upon  the  fubject,  Avoukl  not  make  the  people  left  defirous  to  obtain  a reform 
on  one  fide,  or  the  majority  of  that  houfe  more  willing  to  adopt  it  on  the 
other.*  About  midnight  they  divided  upon  Sir  Hercules  Langrifhe’s  mo- 
tion for  reading  the  bill  on  the  2d  of  Auguft,  when  there  appeared  for  it 
142,  againft  it  4-1.  Thus  ended  the  caufe  of  parliamentary  reform. 

The  25th  of  March  put  an  end  to  this  jejune  feflion  of  parliament.  His 
excellency’s  fpeech  to  both  houfes  was  exprelfive  of  the  cordial  pleafure 
his  majefty  felt  in  the  loyalty  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  and  the  affedlionate 
determination  they  had  always  fiiewn  to  ftand  or  fall  with  Great  Britain. 
In  the  conteft,  in  M'hich  they  were  engaged,  by  the  unprovoked  aggrelfion 
of  France,  meafuresof  the  moll:  vigorous  nature  continued  to  be  requifite,  and 
his  majefty  would  perfevere  in  his  exertions,  in  conjunelion  with  his  allies, 
againft  the  common  enemy. 

He  applauded  their  wifdom  in  palTing  an  a6l  for  preferving  the  property 
within  that  kingdom  of  perfons  refident  in  France  from  becoming  the 
plunder  of  thofe  who  had  ufurped  the  government  of  that  unhappy  country. 
It  M’as  particularly  their  duty  to  fupport  the  fecurit}'^  of  private  property, 
and  to  maintain  the  principles  of  juftice,  when  doctrines  had  been  advanced, 
and  attempts  endeavoured  to  be  carried  into  execution  for  the  deftrudlion  of 
both. 

He  was  forry  to  inform  them,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  county  of  Cork, 
the  people,  deluded  by  the  artifices  of  wicked  and  defigning  men,  had 
affembled  in  numerous  bodies,  and  had  compelled  many  to  take  unlawful 
oaths.  The  timely  exertions  of  the  magiflrates,  aided  by  the  fpirited  con- 
duct of  his  majefty’s  regular  militia  forces,  had  nearly  fupprelfed  thofe  dif- 
turbanccs.  No  attention  Ihould  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  the  protection  of 
the  peaceable  and  indultrious,  and  to  the  punifinnent  of  offenders  againft 
the  law,  and  efpecially  of  thofe,  Avho  had  inftigated  the  ignorant  to  the  com- 
miffion  of  fuch  dangerous  crimes. 

In  the  Avarmth  of  party  it  has  too  frequently  been  a pradtice  to  attempt 
to  identify  their  political  opponents  Avith  the  moft  degraded  and  Avicked  of 
the  community;  this  praclice  is  inalcA'olcnt  and  mifehievous  in  the  extreme. 
It  then  was  and  unfortunately  fince  has  been  the  ftudy  of  a certain  deferip- 
tion  of  pciTons  in  Ireland,  and  fome  of  no  mean  pretcnfions,  to  connect  the 

* 14  Pari.  Deb.  p.  100. 
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views,  fpirit  and  principles  of  the  minority  in  parliament  and  the  Whig  club 
with  the  focieties  of  United  Irifhmen,  and  other  fuch  popular  inftitutions. 
A notable  inftance  of  their  radical  difference  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  this 
feflion.  The  fociety  of  United  Irillimen  of  Dublin  had  amongft  other  pub- 
lications upon  the  fubje6l  of  parliamentary  reform  ftrongly  inculcated  the 
neceffity  of  annual  parliaments  and  univerfal  fuffrage;  which  Mr,  Grattan, 
in  his  fpeech  upon  IMr.  Ponfonby’s  bill,  ‘mofl  feverely  reprobated*  and  ex- 
pofed  to  derifion  and  fcorn. 

It 


* 14  Pari.  Deb.  p.  80,  “ Worfe  even  than  the  abufes  fo  defended  is  a plan  I have  feen  for  their 

“ reformation — perfonal  or  individual  reprefentation. 

The  principle  of  fuch  a plan  is  a complete,  avowed,  and  unqualified  departure  from  the  vital 
“ and  fundamental  article  of  the  Britifii  conftitution,  in  praftice  and  in  theory  j and  I muft  fay, 
fuch  an  outfet  requires  no  fmall  degree  of  mifchievous  and  fenfelefs  temerity.  With  equal  folly 
“ does  this  plan  violate  the  dearefl  rights  of  man,  for  if  there  be  one  right  of  man  intirely  indifputa- 
ble,  it  is  that  which  gives  to  the  individual  in  particular,  and  the  community  in  general,  the 
“■  fruits  of  his  and  their  induftryj  thus  the  palTenger  through  your  field,  or  tlie  labourer  on 
your  farm,  has  no  right  to  make  rules  for  the  management  of  the  fame,  nor  have  the  aggregate 
“ of  labourers  or  of  non-proprietors  a right  to  make  rules  or  ordinances  for  the  land,  farms,  or 
“ trade  of  the  community. 

“ This  reafoning  applies  very  ftrongly  to  the  cafe  of  Ireland,  becaufe  it  appeared  on  the  hearth- 
“ money  Purvey  of  the  laft  year,  that  thofe  who  were  to  be  exempted  from  the  hearth-money  for 
” want  of  property  were  more  than  half  of  our  inhabitants.  It  was  befides  infifted  on  by  the 
“ objedtors  to  reform  on  the  principle  of  property,  that  fuch  a principle  excluded  the  majority  j 
" it  follows,  that  the  plan,  which  gives  votes  to  all  the  inhabitants,  and  gives  away  to  that  majority 
“ the  fruits  of  the  induftry  of  the  community,  gives  away  the  eftate  of  the  landholder,  the  farm 
“ of  the  freeholder,  the  leafe  of  the  leafeholder,  and  the  trade  of  the  citizen,  to  be  ordered  and 
“ difpofed  of  by  a majority,  who  are  confeffed  to  have  neither  eftate,  nor  farm,  nor  leafe,  nor 
trade.  That  is  the  plan  that  robs  the  individual  and  the  community  of  the  fruits  of  their  induf- 
“ trv,  and  deflroys  the  reprefentation  of  property.  Under  the  pretence  of  eftablilhing  a reprefent- 
“ ation  of  exiftence,  it  deftroys  a principle  which  is  real  and  facred,  to  eftablifli  a concert  which  is 
“ all'edted  and  nonfenfical, 

“ Eut  it  is  not  merely  to  thofe  who  have  neither  farm,  freehold,  nor  trade,  that  this  plan  extends 
the  right  of  voting, — it  gives  the  return  of  members  to  ferve  in  parfiament  to  all  the  common 
“ foldiers,  to  the  refident  army,  horfe,  foot  and  dragoons — to  the  police — to  the  fcavenger.  It 
“ goes  farther,  it  gives  that  right  to  all  hofpitals — to  alrafmen — to  Channel  row — and  every  beg- 
“ gar-man  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  It  goes  farther,  it  gives  that  right  to  every  criminal — 
“ white  boys  that  break  laws,  and  defenders  who  fteal  arms ; and  would  thus  prefent  you  with 
“ a reprefentation  of  felony  as  well  as  of  paupers.  To  fuch  a monftrous  conftitution,  whofe 
“ frenzy,  folly,  and  wickednefs,  muft  excite  at  once  your  fcorn  and  horror,  the  objedlion  is  not 
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It  appears  from  an  addrefs  of  this  fociety  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  which 
was  publhlied  as  widely  as  poffible,  what  their  avowed  fentiments  were  of  the 

gentlemen 

merely  that  fuch  perfons  would  be  reprefented,  but  the  perfons  who  have  no  property  in  land, 
” leafe,  freehold,  or  trade,  being  confeffedly  the  majority,  it  follows  under  fuch  a plan  that  fuch 
perfons  alone  would  be  reprefented,  and  that  the  landholder, ' leafeholder,  farmer  and  tradefman, 
“ confefledly  the  minority  with  their  one  vote  only,  this  plan  allows  them  no  more,  would  not  be 
“ reprefented  at  allj  it  follows,  that  thofe  who  have  nothing  in  land,  leafe,  farm,  or  trade,  would 
“■  return  the  parliament ; that  is,  thofe  who  had  nothing  in  the  common  flock  would  make  the 
“ laws,  and  tire  men  who  receive  alms  would  vote  the  taxes.  You  held  the  Catholic  to  be  a flave 
“ when  his  property  was  taxed  without  his  confent  by  the  Proteflant;  the  plan  of  perfonal  repre- 
“ fentation  does  away  the  franchife  of  the  Catholic  bill,  and  taxes  both  Proteflant  and  Catholic 
without  the  confent  of  either,  by  introducing  a new  fet  of  voters  who  flrall  out-number  bothj 
a body  who  have  not  with  refpedl  to  you,  like  the  Catholics  in  property,  a common,  but  have 
a diflimSl  and  oppofite  interefl,  and  are  not  politically  the  fame,  bat  eflentially  different;  a body 
‘‘  w'hich  puts  nothing  into  the  common  flock,  and  is  to  take  every  thing  out  of  it;  fome  of  them 
are  the  objedls  of  your  charity,  others  the  obje6ts  of  your  juflice,  and  all  of  them  now  invited 
to  become  inflruments  of  mifchief  and  members  of  government.  A plan,  which  infults  the  beg- 
gar  with  a power  in  the  flate,  and  which  robs  the  people  of  their  influence  in  the  conflitution, 
which  goes  againfl  the  rights  of  man  and  the  principles  of  the  Britilb  conflitution,  which  deftroys 
all  the  counties ; which  takes  away  from  every  citizen  and  freeholder  one  vote  by  regulation, 
“ and-extinguiflies  by  the  voice  and  votes  of  the  multitude  the  effedt  of  the  other;  and  which  by 
its  diredt  and  indireft  operation,  taken  together,  disfranchifes  all  the  property  in  the  kingdom, 
“ with  fuch  eleftors  as  have  none,  and  whofe  condition  alone  however  fubdivided  their  multitude, 
“ would  make  an  eledtion  a riot;  witli  fuch  an  unqualified  rout  the  plan  of  perfonal  reprefentatiou 
“ becomes  more  alarming  by  doubling  the  number  of  eledtors  and  making  the  parliament  an- 
nual ; that  is,  by  diminifliing  the  franchife  and  doubling  the  confufion,  afterward  making  that 
" confufion  eternal,  fo  that  inflead  of  150  eledtions  once  in  eight  years,  we  fhould  have  every  year' 
“ 300  eledtions.  ‘ ^ 

Suppofe  a potwalloping  borough  without  even  the  reflraint  of  a potwalloping  qualification  ; 
fuppofe  an  eledtion,  of  which  Swords  gives  you  an  orderly  and  tranquil  image,  multiplied  into 
" 300  inftances,  and  blazing  out  every  year  at  the  fame  moment  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom ; 
“ trade,  induflry,  government,  order,  liberty,  external  confequence  and  internal  repofe,  in  fhort, 
“ young  Ireland  what  mull  be  your  lot,  while  the  bufinefs  of  your  legiflation,  your  trade  and  your 
“■  agriculture  fland  flill  to  give  way  to  this  univerfal  canvas  and  univerfal  diforder,  to  this  perma- 
“ nent  intoxication  and  revolutionary  riot  ? 

To  deflroy  the  influence  of  landed  property  is  the  objedl  of  individual  reprefentatiou,  but  its 
“ immediate  effedl  would  be  to  extinguifli  the  people.  The  rich  might  for  a time  make  a flruggle; 

they  might  in  feme  places  buy  a mob,  who  by  fuch  a plan  would  be  all  eledlors ; they  might 
“ befet  the  huflings  with  their  retainers,  who  by  fuch  a plan  would  be  all  eledlors,  or  they  might 
“ purchafe  the  votes  of  that  great  body  of  eledlors  introduced  by  fuch  a plan  into  tlie  conflitution, 
all  tlie  beggars  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  minifter  too,  for  the  fhort  time  fuch  a plan  fuffered 
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gentlemen  of  the  oppofition,  and  particularly  of  IVIr.  Grattan,  the  leader  of 
that  party.  Hitherto  the  United  Irifliinen  were  boiinden  by  no  fecret  oath, 
nor  any  criminal  or  illegal  tie.  Their  addrefs  was  publiflied  ten  days  after 
the  debate  on  the  introduction  of  Mr.  Ponfonby’s  bill  of  reform.  They  firft 
gave  a fpeciinen  of  their  own  do6trines  upon  the  fubjeft,  they  then  very  “ 
freely  exprefs  their  opinions  of  Mr.  Grattan,  and  the  minority  in  parliament. 

“ It  is  faid,  that  the  lower  claffes  of  the  community,  being  without  property, 

“ have  no  ftake  in  the  country,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  vote  for  any 
“ part  of  the  legiflature.  In  confequence  of  the  reprefen tative  fyftem  every 
“ man  is  fuppofed  to  be  either  individually  or  by  his  delegate,  a party  to 
“ making  the  laws  by  which  he  is  to  be  bound.  The  elective  right  cannot 
“ therefore  be  denied,  on  conftitutional  principle,  to  any  one:  even  the 
“ pooreft  fliould  be  allowed  the  exercife  of  that  right,  as  they  are  bound  by 
“ law  as  well  as  others, 

“ Laws  operate  on  life,  liherty,  and  property.  Why  is  property  repre- 
‘‘  fented?  becaufe  it  is  valuable  to  tlie  poffelfor,  and  may  be  afFe6ted  by  the 

law.  Why  fliould  liberty  and  life  not  be  reprefented  ? Are  they  not  more 


' king  or  minifter,  could,  in  the  corrupt  confufion  of  fucb  eledion,  preferve  fome  influence  by  the 
‘ application  of  the  treafury  and  the  command  of  the  army,  he  could  have  all  the  fwords  and  votes 
‘ of  all  the  common  foldiers.  But  the  farmer  and  the  citizen  could  have  none  of  thofe  advantages, 
' and  indeed  what  farmer  or  citizen  would  go  to  the  huftings  of  a medley  of  offenders  met  on 
‘ a plan,  where  bayonets,  bludgeons  and  whillcy,  elefted  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? In  the  mean 
' time  the  refpeft  which  the  landlord  and  candidate  now  pay  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  citizen 
' would  be  at  an  end,  and  inftead  of  reforting  to  the  farmer  for  his  vote  and  intereft,  the  fquire 
' would  go  to  the  farmer’s  dung-yard  and  canvas  the  boys  of  his  lawn,  who  would  have  more  votes, 
‘ though  neither  farm  nor  freehold  ■,  the  confequence  of  the  citizen  would  be  at  an  end  alfo,  and 
* inftead  of  going  to  his  fliop  to  afk  the  tradefman  for  his  vote,  the  candidate  would  apply  to  the 
‘ beggar  on  the  bridge,  or  the  fcavenger  in  the  kennel,  or  to  the  hofpitals  or  Channel-row,  and 
' thofe  places  where  the  poor  are  now  wifely  fupplied  with  bread,  inftead  of  being  intoxicated  with 
‘ hand-bills,  offering,  in  the  place  of  bread,  the  hopes  of  returning  the  parliament,  and  becoming 
' a third  conftitulive  part  of  the  legiflature. 

“ Such  would  be  the  ftate  of  elcdion  under  this  plan  of  perfonal  reprefentation,  which  from 
' a revolution  of  power  would  fpeedily  lead  to  a revolution  of  property,  and  become  a plan  of  plun- 
' der  as  well  as  a feene  of  confufion5  for  if  you  transfer  the  power  of  the  ftate  to  thofe  who  have 
' nothing  in  the  country,  they  will  afterwards  transfer  the  property,  and  annex  it  once  more  to 
' the  power  in  their  own  perfons  j give  them  your  power  and  they  will  give  themfelves  your  pro- 
' perty ; of  fuch  a reprefentation  as  this  plan  would  provide,  the  firft  ordinance  would  be  robbery, 
‘ accompanied  with  the  circuraftance  incidental  to  robbery — murder,” 
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“ valuable  to  their  polTeffor,  and  may  they  not  alfo  be  affe61ed  by  the  law? 
“ Since  liberty  and  life  are  the  mod  important  objefts  of  legiflation,  the 
“ poorer  clafs  have  a right  to  fome  controid  over  the  legiflature,  and  it  is 
“ juft  they  Ihould  exercife  it.  The  fpirit  of  many  of  our  laws  is  ariftocratic, 
“ and  by  no  means  calculated  for  the  protedion  of  the  poor. 

“ If  the  lower  clafles  of  the  community  had  been  reprefented  in  parlia- 
“ ment,  when  their  neceffities  firft  urged  them  to  infurredion  and  outrage, 
“ under  the  denomination  of  White  Boys  and  Defenders,  parliament  would 
“ have  enquired  into  and  redrelfed  their  grievances,  inftead  of  making  laws 
“ to  punilh  them  with  death. 

“ The  pooreft  man  in  the  land  pays  taxes  for  his  fire,  his  candle,  for  his 
potatoes  and  cloathing;  and  the  poorer  he  is,  the  greater  occafion  he  has 
“ for  a vote  to  proted  what  little  he  has,  which  is  neceffary  not  to  his  qua- 
“ lification  merely,  but  to  his  very  exiftence.  He  has  a property  in  his 
“ labour,  and  in  the  value  it  will  bring  in  the  market,  the  field,  or  the  manu- 
“ fadory;  a property,  on  account  of  its  fmallneft,  of  more  real  value  to 
“ him  than  fhoufands  of  pounds  to  the  rich  and  luxurious;  a property, 
“ which  muft  render  him  more  interefted  in  the  honeft  difpofal  of  the  public 
money,  fince  one  additional  tax  may  crufh  him,  than  thofe  can  be  who 
“ receive  that  public  money  by  virtue  of  places  without  employment,  and 
“ pcnfion  without  merit. 

“ Property  is  merely  the  colledion  of  labour,  it  pofteffes  the  very  fame 
“ qualities  before,  as  after  it  is  colleded  into  a heap;  and  the  labour  of  the 
“ loweft  rank  is  as  real,  and  ought  to  be  as  really  reprefented  as  the  moft 
“ fixed  and  folid  property. 

“ Oppofition  feemed  furprifed,  that  the  people  fiiould  view  their  debates 
with  indifference.  We  will  tell  them  the  reafon.  It  is  becaufe  nothing 
“ pafles  of  a nature  to  animate  and  intereft  that  people.  Nothing  from 
“ which  an  individual  can  promife  himfelf  more  happinefs,  or  the  community 
“ more  fplen dour;  it  is  becaufe  enthufiafm  no  longer  lights  up  the  counte- 
“ nance  of  Grattan,  and  fwells  every  heart  with  fomething  great  and  good, 
“ and  with  a profped  of  fomething  greater  and  better;  it  is  becaufe  there 
“ appears  no  internal  fpring  of  a6fion,  no  fixture  of  character ! but  good  and 
“ bad  qualities,  as  it  Am*e  external;  and  neither  virtues  nor  vices  of  their  own. 
“ It  is  becaufe  once  in  feven  years  the  people  are  treated  as  majefty,  and  in 
“ the  iqterval  mal-treated  as  mob. 

“ We 
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“ We  have  not  in  our  plan  of  reform  paled  fo  little  parks  of  ariftocracy. 
“ Our  plan  has  not  been  defcribed  with  a pair  of  compaflTes,  nor  have  we 
‘‘  defaced  with  childifli  circles  the  fyftem  of  nature,  and  the  chart  of  the 
“ conftitution.  There  is  no  truth  in  any  political  fyftem,  in  which  the 
“ fun  of  liberty  is  not  placed  in  the  centre,  with  knowledge  to  enlighten, 
“ and  benevolence  to  warm  and  invigorate;  with  the  fame  ray  to  gild  the 
“ palace  and  illuminate  the  cottage. 

“ Sooner  or  later  the  meafure  muft  come.  The  eternal  principle  of  juftice 

will  be  repeated  in  louder  and  louder  tones,  until  at  length  it  muft  be 
“ heard  and  obferved.  Why  not  now?  Why  leave  behind  a fource  of  new 
“ refonns,  perhaps,  of  convulfions? 

“ Contemplating  this  grateful  profpedi,  we  fmile  M'ith  much  internal 
“ fatisfa6tion,  on  hearing  thole  intemperate  and  abufive  expreftions,  which 
“ the  members  of  oppofition  make  ufe  of  againft  this  fociety.  We  fmile  at 
“ their  inability  to  conceal  the  vexation  and  difappointment  they  have  felt 
“ on  finding  themfelves  forfaken  by  the  people  (that  people,  whofe  majefty 
“ they  infult,  but  whofe  forbearance  they  at  fome  times  folicit) ; on  finding 
“ themfelves  falling,  like  the  oftentatious  balloon,  from  that  height,  to  which 
“ they  had  arifen  by  a fort  of  inflammable  levity,  and  there  fuftained  by  the 
“ breath  of  popular  favour. 

“ We  fmile  at  the  curious  coalition  of  political  parties  againft  our  fociety ; 
“ to  fee  them  all  club  their  wifdom  and  their  wit  to  manifeft  to  the  whole 
“ country,  that  we  are  really  formidable;  but  we  are  rather  inclined  to 
“ pity  that  forced  fraternity,  that  monftrous  conjunction,  which,  in  fpite  of 
“ the  horror  of  inftind,  and  the  antipathy  of  nature,  can  join  in  one  common 
“ effort  the  higheft  genius  with  the  loweft  ribaldry;  how  great  muft  be  the 
“ panic  that  can  unite  fuch  extremes!  We  can  bear,  as  we  have  borne, 
“ the  common  place  inventive  againft  this  fociety;  but  we  feel  fome  indig- 
“ nation,  when  they,  who  fliould  look  on  themfelves  as  the  purchafed  pro- 
“ perty  of  the  people;  to  whofe  fortune  ev’ery  man,  even  ‘ the  beggar  on 
“ the  bridge,’  has  contributed;  whom  the  ‘ fliouts  of  the  mob’  have  raifed 
“ to  the  height  of  their  fame;  when  fuch  men  inveigh  againft  armed  beggary 
“ and  fhabby  fedition ; we  cannot  but  remember  a time,  when  the  ufual 
“ adjun6l  to  their  own  names  was  ‘ fhabby  and  feditious  incendiaries.’  It 
“ is  not  manly,  it  is  not  decorous  to  deal  out  this  contumelious  language 
“ againft  the  great  mafs  of  mankind.  The  ufe  of  contemptuous  terms  dif- 

3 M 2 “ pofes 


460 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


“ pofes  to  contemptuous  treatment,  and  thofe,  -whom  we  vilify  as  mob,  we 
“ foon  learn  to  flight  as  men.  It  is  the  unequal  partition  of  rights:  and  what 
“ refults  from  this?  The  arrogance  of  power,  and  the  abafement  of  poverty, 
“ which  make  mob,  infligate  to  tumult,  and  goad  to  infurre(5lion. 

“ If  the  people  were  refpected,  they  would  reverence  the  conftituted  aiitho- 
“ rities ; but  to  gain  this  refpect,  they  muft  polfefs  thofe  rights,  which  are 
“ the  prerogative  of  their  nature,  and  the  worth  of  manhood.” 

Whatever  were  the  various  and  immediate  caufes  of  the  growth  and  ex- 
tenfion  of  that  turbulent  and  feditious  fpirit,  which  agitated  the  kingdom 
during  the  year  179^,  certain  it  is,  that  defenderifm  fpread  rapidly,  the  Right 
Boys  gained  confidence,  and  became  fyftematic  in  their  outrages,  and  the 
United  Iriflimen  aflumed  a tone  of  political  language,  that  Ihocked  the  Ready 
fupporters  of  conftitutional  freedom,  and  gave  but  too  plaufible  a handle  to 
their  enemies  to  fallen  upon  them  intentions  and  views,  which  at  that  time 
the  fociety  actually  had  not,  whatever  may  have  been  the  ultimate  fuppreffed 
defigns  of  fome  few  of  their  body.  It  Avould  be  unjufl  to  Rain  the  condu6l  of 
thoufands  in  their  efforts  to  attain  a lawful  end  with  the  guilt  of  fome  few,  wdio 
afterwards  ran  into  exceffes,  the  tendency  to  which  they  either  totally  fuppreff- 
ed from  others,  or  were  at  the  time  infenfible  of  themfelves.  Yet  hitherto,  the 
Defenders,  the  Right  Boys,  and  United  Iriflimen  were  in  principle  and  con- 
du6l  eflentially  different  from  each  other.  As  early  as  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary 1794,  a numerous  body  of  the  Right  Boys  aflembled  near  Bandon  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  and  fwore  feveral  perfons  not  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  hearth- 
money.  They  went  fo  far  as  to  threaten  to  attack  the  town  of  Bandon : and 
in  the  next  month  they  difperfed  a body  of  police  men  aflembled  by  a ma- 
giftrate : at  another  time  they  attacked  a party  of  the  Carlow  militia  and 
wounded  a magiftrate,  whilft  he  was  reading  the  riot  a6l.  The  Defenders, 
became  daily  more  numerous  and  extended  their  depredations  into  the  coun- 
ties of  Dublin,  Kildare,  Weftmeath,  Longford,  Cavan,  Leitrim,  and  a part  of 
Down.  They  had  now  laid  afide  their  original  principle  of  defence,  and  had 
become  outrageous  aggreflbrs;  Rill  under  tbe  pretence  of  fearching  for  arms 
in  felf  defence.  Their  nofturnal  vifits  were  terrific : they  not  only  plundered 
houfes  of  their  arms,  but  took  whatever  money  and  portable  effe6ls  of  value, 
they  could  find ; and  not  unfrequently  committed  fevere  outrages  upon  the 
inhabitants.  No  one  of  any  property,  confequence,  or  chara6ler  was  ever 
found  to  'belong  to  or  to  be  connedled  with  thefe  lawlefs  banditti:  they  were 

Rill 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


461 


ftill  of  the  loweft  and  moft  clefperate  orders  of  fociety;  enemies  of  coiirfe  to 
all  that  poffefled  property,  charafter,  and  an  intereft  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
community.  In  the  county  of  Longford,  and  elfewhere,  the  nobility,  clergy, 
and  freeholders  united,  refolved  to  lev’^y  money  by  fubfcription  for  railing 
and  maintaining  a body  of  horfe  for  their  defence,  and  obtained  permiffioii 
from  the  viceroy  fo  to  do.  IMeetings  and  refolutions  of  a fnnilar  tendency 
became  frequent  and  were  attended  with  happy  effects. 

It  was  obfervable,  that  the  fociety  of  United  Irillnnen  of  Dublin  became 
more  daring  after  the  confinement  of  Mr.  H.  Rowan.  They  had  great  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  he  commanded  very  extenfive  influence  upon  them. 
From  that  time  they  rofe  in  their  tone  and  fentiments  upon  all  political 
fubjeds.  His  efcape  out  of  prifon  on  the  1 ft  of  May,  1794,  made  a very 
deep,  though  very  oppofite  impreffion  upon  different  parts  of  the  nation. 
1000/.  reward  was  offered  for  apprehending  him;*  for  after  his  committal  to 


* " By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 
" WESTMOKLAND. 


A Proclamation. 


WHEREAS,  Archibald  Harnilton  Rowan,  late  of  Rathcoffey,  in  the  county 
of  Kildare,  Efq.  was,  in  the  laft  Hilary  term,  committed  to  the  gaol  of  Newgate,  in  the  city  of 
“ Dublin,  under  a fentence  of  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  of  imprifonment  for  two  years,  for  pub- 
" lilhing  a feditious  libel. 

“ And  whereas  the  faid  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan  has  lately  been  charged  with  high  treafon 
" and  whereas  we  have  received  information  on  oath,  that  the  faid  Ai  chibald  Hamilton  Rowan  did 
on  the  night  of  Thurfday,  the  ift  day  of  May,  make  his  efcape  from  faid  gaol. 

" Now  we,  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  being  determined  to  bring  the  faid  Archibald  Hamil- 
" ton  Rowan  to  condign  punifhment,  do  hereby  offer  a reward  of  one  thoufand  pounds  to  any  per- 
" fon  or  perfons  who  lhall  difeover  and  apprehend  the  faid  A.  H.  Rowan,  wherever  he  may  be 
found,  or  fo  difeover  the  faid  A.  H.  Rowan  that  Jje  may  be  apprehended  and  committed  to  prifon. 
" And  we  do  hereby  ftridlly  charge  and  command  all  juftices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  flieriffs,  bai- 
" liffs,  conftables,  and  all  other  his  majefty’s  loving  fubjedts,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  in  appre- 
" bending  the  faid  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan. 


Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Dublin,  the  ed 

R.  Dublin 

of  May  1794. 
Clonmell 

H.  Langriflie 

Chas.  Cafliel 

Ely 

Theo.  Jones 

Clanricarde 

Dillon 

W.  Conyngham 

Shannon 

G.  L.  Kildare 

R.  Cunninghame 

Beftive 

Mufkerry 

J.  Cuff 

Glandore 

Carleton 

J.  M.  Mafon 

Carhampton 

B.  Yelverton 

A.  Wolfe 

Mount  Norris 

H.  Cavendilli 

J.  Fitzgerald. 

''  GOD  SAVE  THE  KING.” 
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Newgate  for  the  feditious  libel  in  Hilary  term,  he  had  been  charged  with 
high  treafon.  About  the  fame  time,  viz.  on  the  28th  of  April,  1704,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Jackfon,  a Proteftant  clergyman,  was  committed  to  Newgate 
on  a charge  of  high  treafon.  Popular  difcontent  encreafcd  through  the  na' 
tion  from  a variety  of  caufes.  Notwithftanding  government  had  in  the  fef- 
fion  of  1/03,  paired  feveral  good  and  popular  acts,  they  had  thereby  acquired 
but  a fmall,  if  any,  encreafe  of  popularity.  Their  rejection  of  the  queftion 
of  reform  had  produced  nothing  but  difpleafure  out  of  doors:  at  that  time 
the  people  at  large  were  all  for  reform:  fome  for  univerfal  fuffrage,  moll  for 
a qualified  and  temperate  improvement  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament.  L^pon  the  whole  two  great  objedts  of  political  attainment  now 
occupied  the  public  mind;  parliamentary  reform  and  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion. Moil  perfons  out  of  parliament  VTre  common  advocates  for  both 
objects,  each  tending  to  promote  and  improve  the  other.  Such  for  feveral 
years  had  been  the  rage  for  politics  in  Ireland,  that  it  was  rare  to  find  an 
individual  in  the  nation,  who  had  not  ranged  himfelf  on  one  fide  or  the 
other  of  the  contefting  parties.  The  government  party  in  parliament  of 
courfe  drew  to  it  all  perfons  throughout  the  kingdom,  who  in  any  manner 
received  favors  from  them.  But  in  as  much  as  that  interell  was  generally 
confidered  an  Englilli  interell,  it  met  with  few  independent  Irillimen,  who 
did  not  fyllematically  oppofe  it.  Of  the  real  fenfe  of  the  people  upon  thefe 
two  important  objects  there  could  at  that  time  be  no  queftion  of  doubt. 
Above  three  out  of  four  millions  elVentially  were  for  Catholic  emancipation; 
as  fo  many  individuals  would  be  thereby  emancipated : out  of  the  remaining 
million  above  500,000  were  Diifenters,  and  the  great  bulk  of  that  body  avow- 
edly were  for  the  meafure : of  the  remainder  of  the  population  who  were  Pro- 
teftants  of  the  ellablillied  church,  the  great  landed  interells  of  the  country  in 
parliament  with  their  proportionate  number  of  Proteftant  friends  and  depen- 
dents were  alfo  warm  advocates  for  the  meafure  of  Catholic  emancipation. 
As  for  parliamentary  reform  the  actual  number  of  its  advocates  was  certainly 
fmaller,  than  for  the  other  meafure  : but  they  were  more  vehement  in  their 
efforts  and  lefs  circumfpe6l  in  the  means  of  attaining  their  object.  The  ac- 
complilhment  of  it  threatened  the  more  fure  and  immediate  overthrow  of 
that  fyftem  of  government  patronage,  by  which  the  oppofers  of  both  mea- 
fures  were  knit  together  in  a common  caufe  of  refinance.  Some  of  the  Ca- 
tholics were  as  warm  in  the  caufe  of  reform,  as  their  Proteftant  brethren,  and 
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they  openly  avowed  their  fentiments;  many  of  them  conceiving  tliat  govern- 
ment was  againft  that  meafure,  and  fatally  knowing  the  weight  of  govern- 
ment in  determining  their  own  queftion,  either  harboured  oppofite,  or  dif- 
guifed,  or  fuppreffed  their  real  opinions  upon  that  fubjeft. 

Nothing  leads  more  direftly  to  mifreprefentation,  than  the  confufion  of 
times  with  the  aftions  of  particular  perfons:  crimes  have  their  dates:  and 
though  the  progrefs  to  confummation  be  gradual  and  fometimes  impercept- 
ible, yet  the  criminal  volition  is  generally  to  be  traced  to  its  fource.  The 
retention  of  the  term  or  title  of  United  IriJIimen  has  been  productive  of  much 
mifconception  and  much  mifreprefentation  concerning  the  principles  and 
conduft  of  the  individuals  known  at  different  periods  under  that  common 
denomination.* 

The  term  Irijh  Union  has  been  more  malicioufly,  than  artfully  ufed  to 
afperfe  the  charafters  of  the  firft  united  Irilhmen  of  Dublin,  with  the  guilt  of 
the  latter  rebellious  members  of  the  Irilh  union.  They  were  feparate  and 


* An  author,  whofe  ftudy  feems  to  have  been  that  of  criminating  his  countrymen,  fpeaking  of 
this  fociety  on  the  23d  of  May,  1794,  when  they  were  difperfed  by  the  flieritfs  from  their  meeting 
in  Back  Lane,  faid  {Mem.  p.  127.)  “ they  continued  afterwards  to  fit,  and  to  carry  on  their  nefari- 
" ous  machinations  with  fecrecy,  but  with  equal  effedt.  It  appeared  afterwards,  that  many  of  the 
“ leaders  of  the  Catholic  committee  were  members  of  the  fociety  of  United  Irilhmen,  though  they 
artfully  concealed  themfelves  while  that  body  openly  avowed  its  exiftence,  and  publillied  its  pro- 
“ ceedings  5 having  left  the  obnoxious  and  dangerous  part  to  the  Proteftants,  who,  though  few  in 
“ number,  ferved  as  fcape  goats  to  draw  on  tliem  the  vengeance  of  the  law,  and  the  deteftation  of 
“ all  good  men  and  loyal  fubje6ts. 

“ I give  the  reader  the  names  of  fome  of  the  Proteftant  leaders,  with  the  fate  which  befel  them, 
TheobaldWolfeTone,  convidted,  but  cut  his  tliroat  Henry  Sheares 
" Hon.  S.  Butler,  died  in  extreme  poverty  in  Wales  “ *John  Sheares 


“ James  Napper  Tandy,  fled 

* Henry  Sheares 

" f Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan 

Oliver  Bond  convidled  of  high  treafon  but  died  in 
" prifon 

* Beauchamp  B,  Harvey 
“ -j-Thomas  Ruffel 

" t Arthur  O’Connor 
“ fRoger  O'Connor 
" -t  Samuel  Neilfon 
fJohn  Chambers 

" * Were  hanged. 


fJofeph  Levins 

“ fWilliam  Levingfton  Webb 
" fHenry  Jackfon 
“ fMatthew  Dowling 
f James  Reynolds 
tThomas  A.  Emmett 
“ f John  Burke 
“ -fHugh  Wilfon 

“ f Robert  Sims,  proprietor  of  the  North  Star 
" fEdward  Hudfon 

t Exiles,” 


I 
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dillind  focieties  : their  principles,  objefts,  and  engagements  were  different. 
The  one  was  extinct,  before  the  other  exifted.  The  leading  traits  of  the 
latter  were  reparation  from  Great  Britain  and  republicanifm.  It  now  appears 
unqneftionable,  that  whilft  that  firll  fociety  exifted,  neither  of  thofe  objects 
ever  became  a fnbjeft  of  difcuffion,  debate,  or  even  converfation  amongft 
them.  Their  views  and  actions  were  fimply  cominenfurate  with  their  teft ; 
and  it  is  not  unreafonably  apprehended,  that  thofe  very  terms  of  their  union 
rendered  them  fo  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  friends  of  Proteftaiit  afeen- 
dancy  and  unequal  reprefentation.  Tlie  difficulty  of  attaining  any  fpecies 
of  parliamentary  reform  Rrengthened  their  convidtion  of  the  neceffity  of  the 
meafure,  and  brought  them  gradually  to  thofe  violent  expreffions,  and  that 
extraordinary  propofal  of  endeavouring  at  fome  future,  though  undetermined 
time  to  procure  the  meeting  of  a convention  at  Athlohe,  which  Ihould  take 
into  confideration  the  bell  mode  of  effecting  a reform  in  parliament.  They 
conceived,  that  fuch  a meeting,  backed,  as  they  prefumed  it  would  be  by 
Catholic  and  Proteffant,  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs.  Hitherto  they  went  no 
farther,  than  parliamentary  reform,  though  upon  the  broadeft  bafis  of  uni- 
verfal  fuffrage  and  annual  parliaments.  To  this  they  were  driven  by  the  in- 
crealing  fpirit  of  liberty,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefsful  progrefs  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  not  (lightly  provoked  by  their  diffidence  in  the  fmcerity  of 
fome  of  the  leading  members  of  the  oppofition  in  the  caufe  of  reform.  Tins 
latter  motive  worked  particularly  upon  the  fociety  after  Mr.  Grattan’s  fevere 
reprobation  of  their  fyffem  of  reform  in  the  Floufe  of  Commons.  The  rage 
for  political  difcuffion,  the  paffmg  of  the  convention  bill,  and  the  rejeftion  of 
the  queftion  of  reform,  coupled  with  the  confinement  of  Mr.  H.  Rowan,  his 
fubfequent  charge  of  high  treafon,  the  committal  of  Mr.  Jackfon  for  the 
like  offence,  fuppofed  to  be  implicated  with  him  in  the  fame  treafon,  the 
forcible  diflblution  of  the  fociety,  all  tended  to  difpofe  fome  of  the  moff 
violent  members  to  carry  their  thoughts  beyond  the  words  or  meaning  of 
their  teff  or  original  inffitution.  Aware  of  ha\’ing  brought  upon  themfelves 
their  own  deftru6lion  by  the  opennefs  of  their  difcuffion  and  publicity  of 
their  proceedings,  thofe  who  had  further  views  fet  their  minds  upon  forming 
new  focieties  upon  the  bafis  of  fecrecy,  Avhich  gave  rife  to  that  Irijh  Union, 
whofe  proceedings  and  progrefs  it  will  be  our  duty  to  detail. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  the  turbulent  ftate  of  the  country  had 
fo  alarmed  the  government,  that  the  Britifii  cabinet  had  found  it  neceffary 

to 
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to  remove  the  Earl  of  IVeRmorland,  who  had  eitlier  brought  or  }>ermitted  the 
kingdom  to  be  brought  to  that  deplorable  fituation.  It  was  allowed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  officers  of  the  crown  were  unable  with  their  utmoft  rigor  to 
reftore  tranquillity.  The  premier  was  particularly  affected  with  this  melan- 
choly profpect  of  the  fifter  kingdom  : the  continuance  of  an  expenfive  war 
rendered  Ireland  a peculiar  objeft  of  his  moft  ferious  fpcculations,  not  only 
for  recruiting  and  victualling  the  army  and  navy,  but  alfo  for  aiding  the 
finance.  He  had  formed  the  projeCt  of  calling  upon  the  Irifh  parliament  to 
raife  fuch  a fum  of  inone}^  as  had  never  been  voted  in  that  country  : and  he 
well  knew  the  liberal  and  grateful  difpofition  of  the  Irifh,  Avhom  juftice  and 
kindnefs  v/ould  bring  to  any  conceffion  or  facrifiee  whatever.  He  faw  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  abandon  the  fyfteni  of  coercion,  and  to  adopt  healing  meafures  by 
forming  a popular  adminiftration,  which  fhould  by  prudent  conceffion  attach 
the  affections,  that  were  likely  to  be  eftranged  from  the  caufe  of  the  empire 
by  a continuance  of  coercive  fevcrity.  No  man  was  ever  more  fenfible  of 
the  importance  of  Ireland  to  the  Britifli  empire  than  ^Ir.  Pitt : no  man  was 
ever  more  intimately  convinced,  that  juftice,  liberality,  and  kindnefs  to  the 
Irifli  could  alone  enfure  the  full  energies  and  powers  of  that  people,  in  the 
cordial  fervice  of  the  Britifli  empire. 

In  order  to  account  for  the  change  in  the  Irifh  adminiftration,  it  is  re- 
quifite  to  recur  to  the  extraordinary  movements,  which  had  previoufly 
taken  place  in  the  adminiftration  of  Great  Britain.  The  formal  acceffion  of 
a very  large  part  of  the  Rockingham  party  to  the  minifier,  in  the  month  of 
July,  1794,  was  an  event  differently  viewed,  and  differently  accounted  for 
by  the  feveral  perfons,  who  undertook  to  confider  it  according  to  their  re- 
fpeClive  fentimentsnt  that  critical  period.*  It  was  an  event  big  with  more 

importance, 

* So  widely  difFerent  are  the  opinions  of  whatMr.  Burke  called  the  Old  and  the  New  Whigs. upon: 
this  fingnlar  event,  that  no  narrative  can  acquire  credit,  but  the  evidence  of  the  parties  themfelves., 
Lord  Fitzwilliam,  fpeaking  of  the  war  with  France,  which  had  been  exprefsly  undertaken,  though 
in  his  opinion  too  tardily,  to  reftore  order  to  France,  and  effedl  the  deftrudtion  of  the  abominable; 
fyftem,  that  prevailed  in  that  country,  faid  (45  P.  D.  p.  133)  “ Upon  this  underftanding  it  was, 
” that  he  had  feparated  from  fome  of  thofe,  with  whom  he  had  long  a£ted  in  politics,  and  with 
" other  noble  friends  had  lent  his  aid  to  his  majefty’s  minifters  ; upon  this  underftanding  he  had- 
“ filled  that  fituation,  which  he  had  fome  time  fince  held  in  his  majefty’s  eabinet.”  To  the  war- 
queftion  alone  did  the  Duke  of  Portland  refer  his  motives  for  fupporting  the  minifters.  (39  P.  D. 
p.  13)  “ He  had  at  the  beginning  acknowledged  his  opinion  of  the  juftice  and  neceflity  of  the 
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importance,  than  any  in  the  modern  hiftory  of  the  Britifli  empire.  In  tlic 
Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Earls  Fitzwilliam,  Spencer,  and  other 
leaders  of  the  Rockingham  party;  in  the  commons,  IMetTrs.  Burke,  Wyndham, 
and  many  of  that  party,  brought  fo  much  accetfion  of  ftrength  to  the  mi- 
nifter,  that  thofe  who  remained  haunch  to  all  their  original  principles,  and 
were  neither  allured,  perfuaded,  nor  intimidated  to  change  their  principles 
or  condudt,  were  not  without  fome  acrimonious  petulancy  termed  by  JMr. 
Burke  the  dwindled  phalanx  of  oppofition.  Thefe  new  fupporters  of  the 
minifters,  like  all  profelytes,  fhewed  extraordinary  fervor  in  the  caufe,  which 
had  worked  their  converfion.  In  the  month  of  July,  1794,  they  were  ad- 
mitted into  a coalition  of  power : an  arrangement  of  fuch  magnitude  re- 
quired much  time  to  fettle,  after  the  parties  had  formally  ranged  themfelves 
in  the  minifterial  ranks.  The  Duke  of  Portland  was  graced  with  a blue  rib- 
band, and  created  a third  Secretary  of  State  ;*  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  made 
Prefident  of  the  Council ; Lord  Spencer,  Privy  Seal ; ]\Ir.  Wyndham,  Secre- 
tary at  War ; and  the  Earl  of  IMansfield  a member  extraordinary  of  the  ca- 
binet. The  public  was  informed  by  Air.  Ponfonby  in  the  Irilh  Houfe  of 
Commons,'}'  that  the  coalition  between  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Air.  Pitt 

" war,  and  he  was  then  (Jan.  1794)  more  convinced  of  both.  He  thought  it  the  duty  of  every 
" man  to  concur  in.ftrengthening  the  hand  of  government,  as  a vigorous  profecution  of  the  war 
" appeared  to  him  the  only  means  of  faving  the  country,  and  bringing  the  war  to  an  honorable 
“ and  favourable  iffue.  He  fliould  therefore  give  his  fupport  fo  miniflers.”  Of  this  fupport  Mr. 
Pelham  thus  exprefled  himfelf  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  2lftof  April,  1795.  (15  P.  D. 
p.  184)  " As  a friend  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  he  took  the  liberty  of  faying,  that  his  grace  and  his 
" friends  after  having  long  oppofed  Mr.  Pitt  on  principle  did  on  principle  at  length  fupport  him, 
“ (and  p.  rgo)  and  as  like  men  they  oppofed  him  on  principle,  fo  now  like  men  they  fupported 
“ him  on  principle,  and  they  fhared  in  office,  that  they  might  ffiare  in  refponlibility.”  I have 
alluded  to  thefe  avowals  of  fome  out  of  the  many  of  the  Rockingham  party,  who  at  that  time  gave 
their  fupport  to  government,  merely  to  fhew  the  grounds  of  that  change,  which  affeifted  the  quef- 
tion  of  war  exclufively.  Some  of  them  did,  and  all  of  them  profeffed  to  retain  their  former  prin- 
ciples upon  all  matters  of  internal  regulation  unconnefted  with  the  war.  One  prominent  objedt, 
upon  which  they  profeffed  to  maintain  their  old  principles  and  feelings,  was  the  eftabliffiment  of  a 
fair  and  firm  government  in  Ireland. 

* Of  a fimilar  creation  Mr.  Burke  once  faid  (fpeech  on  ceconomy  bill)  ” it  was  made  for  the 

mere  convenience  of  the  arrangements  of  political  intrigue,  and  not  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate  : 
" it  was  made  in  order  to  give  a color  to  an  exorbitant  increafe  of  the  civil  lift,  and  in  the  fame 
" aft  to  bring  a new  acceffion  to  the  loaded  compoft  heap  of  corrupt  influence.” 

t 15  Pari.  Deb.  p.  184. 
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would  never  have  taken  place,  had  not  his  grace  received  ample  authority  to 
reform  the  abufes,  which  exifted  in  the  Irilh  government:  but  Mr.  Pel- 
ham repeated  twice  in  that  debate,  that  they  had  coalefced  without  any  fti- 
pulation  whatfoever.  L^pon  this  important  ta6I,  there  is  however  the  very 
llrong  teftimony  of  the  noble  lord  himfelf,  that  has  hitherto  been  uncontra- 
di61ed,  notwithftanding  the  numerous  debates  and  publications  upon  this 
delicate  and  important  fubjecf.*  “ When  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  his  friends 
were  to  be  entered  into  a coalition  with  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminiftration,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  hold  out  fuch  allures,  as  would  make  the  coalition  palatable,  or 
even  poflible  for  them  to  accede  to.  If  the  general  management  and  fuper- 
intendanceof  Ireland  had  not  been  offered  to  his  grace,  that  coalition  could 
never  have  taken  place ; the  fentiments  that  he  entertained,  and  the  lan- 
guage he  had  held  fo  publicly,  for  years  back,  on  the  fubjedf,  rendered  the 
fuperintendance  of  Iridi  affairs  a point,  that  could  not  be  difpenfed  with  by 
him.  It  was  become  of  abfolute  neceffity,  that  it  fliould  be  transferred  to 
his  management ; and  accordingly,  it  was  offered  from  the  beginning  of  the 
negociation,  as  was  alfo  the  home  department  of  Secretary  of  State,  Afk 
the  Duke  of  Portland  when  he  accepted  the  management  of  Ireland,  if  he 
did  it  under  any  reftrictions  whatever.  Afk  him,  if  he  preffed  it  upon  me  un- 
der any,  and  if  he  did  not  propofe  and  recommend  to  me  to  lay  out  imme- 
diately for  making  fuch  arrangements  in  the  government,  as  would  enable 
me  to  reftore  peace,  tranquillity,  and  order  in  the  country ; and  as  would 
reconcile  the  general  mafs  of  the  people  to  its  government. 

“ But  the  Inflant  we  had  proclaimed  our  acceptance  of  off  ce,  then  the 
fcene  began  to  open;  then  it  was  fiiTt  difcovered,  that  the  objedl  of  all  this 
mighty  work  was  not  to  ftrengthen  adminiftration  by  an  acceflion  of  cha- 
racter, but  to  debafe,  degrade,  and  difgrace  that  charadler.  No  fooner  had 
I declared  my  acceptance  of  the  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  than  delay  inter- 
pofed,  and  foon  doubts  and  difficulties  arofe.  It  is  a matter  of  public  noto- 
riety in  this  country,  that  Mr.  Pitt  affured  Lord  Weftmorland,  as  early  as 
Aiiguft,  that  he  fhould  not  be  removed  ; and  I know,  that  I could  bring 
evidence  to  prove,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  autumn,  he  pointed  out  Lord 
Camden  as  the  peifon,  who  he  intended  fliould  fucceed  my  predeceflbr, 

“ So  fully  determined  was  the  Britifh  cabinet  to  bring  forward  the  queftion 


* Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  Letter  to  Lord  Carlifle. 
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of  Catholic  emancipation  in  the  next  feflion  of  parliament,  that  on  the  day 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  kiffing  hands,  which  was  in  July,  1704,  that  mea- 
fure  was  adopted.”  It  then  was  generally  believed  in  Ireland,  that  the  go- 
vernment of  that  country  would  be  again  committed  to  his  grace  : and  all 
the  old  friends  with  whom  he  had  a6ted,  when  he  w'as  lord  lieutenant  before, 
and  whom  it  was  concluded,  he  would  again  call  to  his  councils,  expreffed 
their  full  conviction,  that  a full  and  complete  emancipation  w'as  intended ; 
and  wc  ha\  e the  exprefs  authority  of  that  refpedtable  though  iliort-lived  vice- 
roy, that  he  knew  his  grace’s  opinions  at  that  time  coincided  with  thofe  of 
his  Irilh  friends.  In  order  to  the  fettlement  of  tliefe  new  arrangements,  Mr. 
Ponfonby  and  Mr.  Grattan  were  fent  for  to  England ; and  the  particular 
marflialling  of  the  treafury  bench  was  fettled  by  Sir  John  Parnell  and  Mr. 
Pitt.  From  the  firft  idea  of  new  modelling  the  government  of  Ireland,  it  had 
been  the  intention  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  j\Ir.  Ponfonby  tliould  be 
the  attorney  general,  and  therefore  his  grace  ddired  Lord  Fitzu  illiam  rvould 
fend  for  him  to  England*  to  conl’ult  upon  the  arrangement  and  plan  of  his 
government : . and  Mr.  Pitt  alfo  admitted  him  feveral  times  to  confultations 
upon  their  arrangements  of  meafures.  The  convention  bill,  which  had 
pafl’cd  in  the  preceding  feflion,  had  put  an  end  to  any  further  meetings  by  de- 
legation : but  feveral  friends  and  fupporters  of  particular  favorite  objeds,  fuch 
as  Catholic  emancipation  and  parliamentary  reform,  held  frequent  and  very 
numerous  meetings,  to  confult  upon  the  means  of  effectuating  their  Aviflms  : 
the  want  of  delegation  increafed  the  numbers  of  the  individuals,  who  took 
part  in  thefe  confultations.  The  effect  of  them  with  reference  to  the  Catholic 
cpieftion,  Avas  a thorough  reconciliation  of  the  Avhole  body,  and  a vigorous 
co-operation  in  the  common  caufe  of  complete  emancipation  and  equaliza- 
tion Avith  their  Proteflant  brethren. f The  univerfally  credited  report  of  the 

• patronage 

* Lord  Fltzwilliam’s  Letter  to  Lord  Carlifle. 

f Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  the  letter  before  cited  informs  us,  that  from  the  8th  of  January  (he  landed 
on  the  4th)  he  unremittingly  applied  himfelf  to  the  colledting  of  further  information.  “ I had 
“ heard,”  faid  he,  that  the  committee  had  prepared  an  addrefs  for  me  ; before  I Ihould  receive 
" it,  I wilhed  to  know  the  opinion  of  thofe,  whom  the  committee  called  feceders,  the  noblemen 
and  principal  landed  gentlemen  of  that  perfuafion. 

" In  a letter  of  the  I5th  of  January,  I acquainted  the  fecretary  of  date  of  the  refult  of  thefe  en- 
“ quiries,  and  of  the  progrefs  of  the  bufinefs  fubfequent  to  my^  former  letters.  I told  him,  that, 
in  theabfence  of  the  nobleman,  who  was  confidered  as  the  head  of  the  feceders,  I had  fent  for  a 
perfon  of  the  mod  tried  and  acknowledged  moderation  amongft  them,  and  of  the  fird  confequence 

“ and 
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patronage  and  government  of  Ireland  falling  unto  the  Duke  of  Portland 
and  his  friends,  raifed  their  confidence  to  convielion,  that  what  had  in  the 
preceding  feflion  been  loft  by  a vaft  majority,  would,  when  backed  by  go- 
vernment, be  carried  with  perfect  unanimity,  unlefs  the  two  oppofcrs  ot  their 
bill  in  1793  fliould  ftill  perfift  in  their  inveteracy.  Under  thefe  ftrong  pre- 
poffeflions,  after  much  deliberation  it  was  found  to  be  the  unanimous  fenfe 
of  the  Catholic  body  to  commit  their  caufe  to  the  talents,  zeal,  and  long- 
tried  fincerity  of  Mr.  Grattan  : and  in  December,  179^?  ^ refolution  to  that 
effect  was  publillied,*  and  their  example  was  followed  up  by  moft  diftricls  in 
• the 

" and  property.  I found  by  him  (what  the  nobleman  above  alluded  to  afterwards  confirmed)  that 
“ he,  and  every  perfon  of  his  defeription,  w'ere  in  perfeft  unifon  with  the  committee;  that  they 

all  decidedly  looked  to  the  fame  object  j that  they  were  determined  never  to  lofe  fight  of  it;  that 
“■  provided  it  ihould  be  obtained,  they  had  no  objection  that  Mr.  Byrne,  or  any  other  member  of 
“ the  committee,  Ihould  have  the  honor  of  taking  the  lead  in  it.”  ‘ 

* Catholics  of  Dublin. 

At  a numerous  and  refpe£table  meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  held  at  the  Star 
and  Garter,  in  Efl'ex  Street,  on  Tuefday,  December  the  23d,  1794, 

Edwakij  Bykne,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Richard  M'Cormick  having  been  requefted  to  aft  as  fecretary  to  the  meeting,  the  following 
refolutions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  publilhed  : 

“ Re/ohed  unanimoufly.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  an  humble  application  be 
" made  to  parliament,  in  the  enfiiing  feflion,  praying  for  a total  repeal  of  the  penal  and  reftriftive 
“ laws,  ftill  atfefting  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

“ Re/ohed  unanimoufly.  That  a committee  of  nine  be  appointed  to  prepare  a petition  to  that 
“ efteft,  and  report  the  fame  to  this  meeting  forthwith  ; and  the  following  gentlemen  were  named 
“ on  faid  committee : 

“ Mr.  Byrne,  Mr.  Braughall,  Mr.  Sweetman,  Mr.  M'Ccrmick,  Dr.  Ryan,  Mr.  M'Xeven, 
“ i\Ir.  Hamill,  Mr.  Keogh.  And  the  faid  gentlemen  having  reported,  and  the  petition  fo  prepared 
“ being  read  over,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  agreed  to,  it  was  ' 

" Refohed  unanimoufly.  That  we  do  recommend  faid  petition  to  be  adopted  as  the  petition  of 
“ the  Catholics  of  tlie  city  of  Dublin. 

“ Re/ohed  unanimoufly.  That  w'e  do  mofl.  earneftly  recommend  to  the  Catholics  of  Irehand,  to 
“ prepare  and  tranfmit  fimilar  petitions ; and  that,  in  order  thereto,  the  gentlemen  above  named 
“ be  intlrufted  to  take  the  mofl  fpeedy  and  efleftual  fleps,  for  circulating  copies  of  this  day's  pro- 
“ ceedings  through  the  different  counties  and  great  cities  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  alfo  the 
“ feveral  parilhes  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  for  the  purpofe  of  enfuring  that  unanimity  and  co-opera- 

tion,  which  has  been  hitherto  found  fo  beneficial  to  the  Catholics’  dntereft. 

“ R(/ohcd  unanimoufly.  That  the  Right  Honorable  Henry  Grattan  be  requefted  to  prefent  the 

“ petition 
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the  nation.  It  has  been  a malevolent  and  moft  lamentable  pra6tice  from 
that  time  to  the  prelent  with  certain  peifons,  from  whom  truth  was  to  be 
expe6lecl,  to  confider  the  lul)je6ts  of  Catholic  emancipation  and  the  reform 
of  abufes  in  the  Irilli  government,  as  game  that  might  be  hunted  down  with 
the  molt  impudent  and  wicked  falfehoods  :*  and  as  the  conducl  and  cha- 

ra6Ier 

“ petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin  to  the  Iioufe  of  Commons  on  the  approaching  meeting  of 
" parliament. 

Rc/olved  iinanimoully.  That  the  above  committee  do  prepare  an  addrefs  of  congratulation,  to 
be  prefented  to  his  excellency  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  on  his  arrival  in  this  kingdom.  And  the  gen- 
“ tlemen  having  prepared  an  addrefs,  and  reported  accordingly,  it  was 

“ Rc/olved  unanimoufly,  That  faid  addrefs  do  ftand  as  the  addrefs  of  the  Catholics  of  the  city  of 
“ Dublin,  and  be  prefented  accordingly  on  his  excellency’s  arrival. 

“ Refolvcd  unanimoufly,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  prefented  to  Edward  Byrne,  Efq. 
“ for  the  zeal,  fpirit,  and  adlivity,  which  on  this,  as  on  all  former  occafions,  he  has  manifefted  in 
" the  caufe  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

“ Signed,  by  order  of  the  meeting, 

Richard  M'Cormick,  Sec."” 

* We  read  in  Lord  Clare’s  fpeech  on  the  Union  (p.  65)  That  the  conceflTions  made  to  theCa- 
“ tholic  demands  in  1798,  were  then  for  the  firfl:  time  fupported  by  the  Whigs  of  1789  : but  in  the 
courfe  of  debate  nothing  more  than  obfeure  hints  and  oracular  ambiguity  was  thrown  out  on 
the  fubjeft  of  unqualified  emancipation,  and  the  Catholic  body  remained  quiet  and  contented 
“ with  the  favors  conferred  upon  them.  If  they  looked  to  furtlier  indulgence,  they  were  fatisfied 
to  try  the  effefts  of  time,  temper,  and  negociation,  and  would  have  continued  contented  and 
quiet,  if  they  had  not  been  brought  forw'ard  as  an  engine  of  faction  on  a change  of  the  Irifli  go- 
''  vernment  in  1795.”  One  is  aftoniflied  at  this  barefaced  ftring  of  falfities.  It  was  matter  of 
tlie  utmoft  notoriety,  that  Mr.  Grattan  and  the  Whig  party  fupported  the  bills  that  were  brought 
forward  in  favor  of  the  Catholics  in  1782  and  1792  : and  Mr.  Grattan  (anfwer  to  Lord  Clare,  p.  24) 
fays,  " In  the  felTion  of  1794,  the  Catholic  fubjedl  was  not  mentioned,  but  in  fummer,  on  a 
change  being  made  in  the  Britifti  cabinet,  being  informed  by  fome  of  the  learned  perfons  therein, 
that  the  adminiftration  of  the  Irifli  department  Vas  to  belong  to  them,  and  that  they  fent  for  us 
“ to  adopt  our  meafures,  I ftated  the  Catholic  emancipation  to  be  one  of  them.”  In  1793,  fo  far 
•W'ere  they  from  on/y  throwing  out  oh/cure  hints  and  oracular  ambiguity  in  debate,  that  on  the  22d 
of  February,  as  has  been  before  obferved,  when  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Catholic  bill  was  called,  Mr.  George  Knox,  after  a very  long  fpeech  in  favor  of  a meafure,  not 
merely  to  gratify,  but  to  fatisfy  the  Catholics  in  the  fulleft  extent  by  removing  all  difabilities,  moved, 
that  Roman  Catholics  fliould  be  permitted  to  hold  feats  in  parliament.  On  the  fame  day  Major 
Doyle  faid,  he  was  the  firfl;  perfon  in  that  houfe,  who  declared  his  determination  to  give  entire  and 
itotal  emancipation  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Grattan  on  the  fame  day  faid,  " I could 
r'  with  the  bill  under  your  confideration  had  gone  further.  I could  have  wiflied,  that  it  had  given 

“ the 
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racter  of  that  refj)c6lable  nobleman  who  fucccetlctl  Lord  Weftmorland  in  the 
Irifli  o-overnment  became  implicated  with  both  tbofe  fubje(5Is,  be  was  alfo  ex- 
pofed  to  the  aim  of  every  one,  who  did  not  difdain  the  ufe  of  tbofe  difgraceful 
weapons.  This  period  of  Irilli  biftory  is  perhaps  fraught  with  more  important 
confequences  to  that  kingdom,  than  any  which  has  exifted  fmce  the  days  of 
Henry  11.  The  truth  therefore  of  the  fads,  whatever  effects  may  have  enfued 
from  them,  it  is  fupereminently  necelfary  to  eftablifli. 

The  meafure  of  emancipation  to  the  Catholics,  was,  faid  Lord  Fitzwilliam, 
originally  the  meafure  of  Air.  Pitt  and  the  Weftmorland  adminiftration.  His 
moft  ftrenuous  and  jealous  friends  claimed  the  credit  of  it  for  their  patron  in 
terms  of  the  higheft  compliment.  They  had  done  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mone;  they  had  done  it  on  the  preceding  day  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The 
declarations  both  of  Air.  Pitt  and  Air.  Dundas  (now  Lord  Alelville)  on  the 
occafion  were  well  known  in  Ireland  and  often  quoted.  “ They  ucould  not 
rijk  a rehellion  in  Ireland  on  Jack  a queJlionT  That  the  principle  of  the 
meafure  had  been  admitted  by  the  Britiili  cabinet  is  felf  evident:  as  the 
whole  queftion  of  the  unfortunate  difference  between  them  and  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant arofe  only  upon  the  time  of  carrying  it  into  effedl,  as  Avill  be  prefently 
noticed.  That  Lord  FitzAvilliam  went  over  with  a plenitude  of  power  from 
the  Britiih  cabinet  to  carry  every  meafure,  which  he  propofed,  amongft  which 
was  that  of  Catholic  emancipation,  hands  roundly  aiferted  by  that  nobleman 
himfelf,  and  by  Lord  Alilton,  and  by  Air.  Ponfonby,  and  Air.  Grattan,  who 
were  fent  for  to  England  and  confulted  upon  the  fubje6l.  It  was  contradi6led 
by  Lord  Weftmoreland,*  who  faid  in  the  Britiih  Houfe  of  Peers,  that  Air.  Pitt, 
had  affured  him,  “ that  Earl  Fitzwilliam  had  no  authority  whatever  from  mi- 

the  Roman  Catholics  the  privilege  of  other  dilTenters.  I anf  fure  that  is  the  only  found  policy. 
" Come  then,  and  by  one  great  act  cancel  this  code.”  (Vide  Par.  Deb.  of  this  date.)  As  for  the 
Catholic  body.  Lord  Kenmare,  and  other  gentlemen  of  that  body,  alTured  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  that 
he  and  every  perfon  of  his  defcription  were  in  perfect  unifon  with  the  committee.  The  Catholics 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  in  November,  179^,  Rated  in  their  declaration,  that  they  never  Ihould  forego 
the  hopes  of  emancipation.  Hundreds  of  refolutions  pafled  at  parochial  and  other  larger  meetings 
of  Roman  Catholics  after  the  paffing  of  the  convention  bill  publicly  falfify  that  lord’s  affertion,  that 
they  were  contented  with  the  favors  conferred  upon  them  : and  that  tliey  were  not  brought  forward 
as  an  engine  of  faction.  They  certainly  came  forward  upon  their  own  fenfe,  feeling,  and  principle; 
not  infligated  by  Mr.  Grattan  or  any  one,  who  it  was  expected  would  be  minifter  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam, 
though  in  full  confidence,  that  no  rainifters  of  that  viceroy,  would  refift  the  peaceable  cry  of  three 
millions  to  be  releafed  from  their  remaining  (hackles. 

* 41  Par.  Deb.  p.  352, 

“ nifters 
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‘‘  Bifters  in  this  country  for  taking  the  fteps,  which  he  had  done  on  the 
‘‘  Catholic  queftion : nay  that  they  were  Reps  taken  not  only  without  their 
authority,  but  with  their  pofitive  difapprobation.”  Official  fecrccy  was  the 
reafon  alleged  by  all  the  fervants  of  the  crown  for  not  giving  the  direct  ne- 
gative to  the  noble  Earl’s  affertions  both  in  the  Britilli  and  Iriffi  parliament. 
Lord  Fitzwilliain  wasfeverely  cenfured  by  many  both  in  and  out  of  parliament 
for  a breach  of  official  confidence.*  The  late  Lord  Clare  has  alfo  ventured 
to  aflert,  “ that  f it  is  now  afeertained,  that  he  came  to  Ireland  with  full  in- 
ftructions  not  to  encourage  the  agitation  of  any  further  claims,  on  the  part 
of  the  Irilli  Catholics:  perhaps  he  might  be  jaiftified  in  ftating,  that  his  in- 
ftru6tions  were  to  keep  it  back.  But  his  name  and  authoiity  were  abufed 
“ to  force  the  Catholic  body  to  come  forward  as  the  engine  of  political  in- 
“ trigue,  and  in  contradiction  of  their  recent  declaration  by  the  organ  of 
“ their  general  committee  in' 1792,  to  demand  the  aepeal  of  every  law,  by 
“ which  they  Avere  excluded  from  political  power.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  took 
“ poffeffion  of  his  government  on  the  4th  of  January,  1795.”  How  great 
foever  the  authority  of  the  Earl  of  Clare  may  have  bee-n,  hiftorical  jufiice 
demands,  that  the  untruth  of  his  reprefentatipns  of  the  efforts  to  procure  Ca- 
tholic emancipation  fiiould  be  noticed.  Becaufe  the  names  of  tliree  perfons, 
Avho  afterwards  were  implicated  in  rebellion  appear  upon  the  addrefs,  which 
Avas  prefented  by  the  Catholics  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  his  lordfliip  moft  unac- 
countably criminates  the  Avhole  body,  by  afi'erting  againft  the  fa6l,  “ that  it 
“ Avas  originally  a pretence  for  rebellion;  and  Avas  then  (viz.  in  1800)  apoAV- 
“ erful  engine  of  fa(Rion  Avielded  in  both  countries  againft  the  peace  and 
“ happinefs  of  Ireland.  An  engine,  Avhich  had  already  fiiaken  the  gOA'ern- 
“ ment  to  its  foundation,  and  could  not  fail  to  level  it  Avith  the  dutt,  if  they 
‘‘  AA^ere  to  continue  in  a ftate  of  feparation  from  the  Britilh  nation.” 

No  fooner  had  the  ncAv  viceroy  landed,  than  he  immediately  fet  about  the 
Avork  he  had  been  efpecially  ;j:  deputed  to  take  in  hand. 

As 

* It  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Jekill,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  Lord  Weftmorland’s  declarations 
diflblved  all  the  regard,  that  had  been  fo  afFedtedly  attached  to  the  oath  of  fecrecy  of  cabinet  mi- 
nifters.  We  muft  therefore  rather  lay  diferedit  to  the  account  of  a difplaced  courtier,  than  per- 
jury at  the  door  of  the  premier. 

■f  Speech  on  union,  p.  66. 

t Having  no  document  fo  authentic  as  the  public  averment  of  a moft  refpeiStable  nobleman,  who 
was  the  aftor  in  the  important  feenes  under  a fpecial  commiflion  and  inftrudions,  which  are  at 

every 
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As  the  parliament  Rood  prorogued  to  the  22d  day  of  January,  his  excel- 
lency began  his  government  by  fome  difmiffals,  which  created  furprize  and 

general 

every  hour  open  to  publication  to  refute  any  niisftatements,  the  annalift  cannot  difpenfe  with  fub- 
mitting  to  the  reader  the  genuine  account  of  the  opening  of  this  extraordinary  million  ; (5!  letter  to 
Lord  Carlifle)  From  the  very  beginning,  as  well  as  through  tlie  whole  progrefs  of  that  fatal  bufi- 
” nefs,  for  fatal  I fear,  I muft  call  it,  I adted  in  perfedl:  conformity  with  the  original  outline  fettled 
between  me  and  his  majefty’s  miniftry,  previous  to  my  departure  from  London.  From  a full 
confideralion  of  the  real  merits  of  the  cafe,  as  well  as  from  every  information  I had  been  able  to 
“ colledt  of  the  ftate  and  temper  of  Ireland,  from  the  year  1790,  I was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  not 
“ only  found  policy,  but  juftice,  required,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  work,  which  w'as 
“ left  imperfedl  at  that  period,  ought  to  be  completed,  and  the  Catholics  relieved  from  every  re- 
maining  difqualification.  In  this  opinion  the  Duke  of  Portland  uniformly  concurred  with  me, 
and  when  this  queftion  came  under  difeuffion,  previous  to  my  departure  for  Ireland,  I found  the 
“ cabinet,  with  Mr.  Pitt  at  their  head,  ftrongly  imprefi'ed  w^ith  the  fame  convidlion.  Had  I found 
“ it  otherwife,  I never  would  have  undertaken  the  government.  I at  firft  propofed,  that  the  addi- 
tional  indulgences  lliould  be  offered  from  the  throne  ; the  very  belt  effedts  would  be  fecured  by 
“ this  aft  of  unfolicited  gracioufnefs  j and  the  embarrafling  confequences  which  was  natural  to 
forefee  muft  refult  from  the  meafures  being  left  open  for  any  volunteer  to  bring  forward,  would  be 
“ timely  and  happily  avoided.  But  to  this  propofal  objeftions  were  ftarted,  that  appeared  of  fufB- 
“ cient  weight  to  induce  the  adoption  of  another  plan.  I confented  not  to  bring  the  queftion  for- 
ward  on  the  part  of  government,  but  rather  to  endeavour  to  keep  it  back,  until  a period  of  more 
general  tranquillity,  when  fo  many  material  objefts  might  not  prefs  upon  the  government,  but  as 
" the  principle  was  agreed  on,  and  the  neceffity  of  its  being  brought  into  full  effeft  was  univerfally 
“ allow'^ed,  it  was  at  the  fame  time  refolved,  that  if  the  Catholics  Ihould  appear  determined  to  ftir 
“ the  bufinefs,  and  bring  it  before  parliament,  I was  to  give  it  a handfome  fupport  on  the  part  of 
” government. 

“ I was  no  fooner  landed,  and  informed  of  the  real  ftate  of  things  here,  than  I found  that  quef- 
“ tion  would  force  itfelf  upon  my  immediate  confideration.  Faithful  to  the  fyftem  that  had  been 
agreed  on,  and  anxious  to  attain  the  objeft  that  had  been  committed  to  my  diferetion,  I loft  not  a 
“ moment  in  gaining  every  necelTary  information,  or  in  tranfmitting  the  refult  to  the  Britiili 
“ cabinet.  As  early  as  the  8th  of  January,  I wrote  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate  on  the  fubjeft  ; I told 
“ him,  that  I trembled  about  the  Roman  Catholics ; that  I had  great  fears  about  keeping  them 
“ quiet  for  the  feflion  ; that  I found  the  queftion  already  in  agitation ; that  a committee  w’as 
“ appointed  to  bring  forward  a petition  to  parliament,  praying  for  a repeal  of  all  remaining  difqua- 
**  lifications.  I mentioned  my  intentions  of  immediately  uftng  what  efforts  I could  to  ftop  the  pro- 
“ grefs  ot  it,  and  to  bring  the  Catholics  back  to  a confidence  in  government.  I ftated  the  fubftance 
“ of  fome  converfations  I had  on  the  fubject  with  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  country.  It 
“ was  the  opinion  of  one  of  thefe,  that  it' the  poftpouing  of  the  queftion  could  be  negociated  on 
grounds  of  expediency,  it  ought  not  to  be  refilled  by  government.  That  it  Ihould  be  put  off  for 
“ fome  time,  was  allowed  by  another  to  be  a defirable  thing,  but  the  principle  of  extenfion  was  at 
VoL.  II.  s o tire 
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general  apprehenfions  through  all  the  official  departments  of  the  caftle.  They 
MTie  reprefented  to  the  Britiffi  cabinet  Avith  every  degree  of  exaggerated 
cruelty  : and  artful  pains  were  taken  to  circulate  the  reports  of  them  through 
the  nation  injurious  to  the  lord  lieutenant.  He  began  by  removing  two 
clerks  from  office  placed  in  a fituation  of  confidence,  but  perfcdlly  fubordinate 
and  of  no  oftcnfibility : neither  his  excellency  nor  his  chief  fecretary,  with 
whom  they  were  in  hourly  intercourfe,  felt  inclined  to  repofe  confidence  in 
them.*  He  made  propofals  to  the  Britilh  minifters  for  the  removal  of  the  at- 
torney and  folicitor  general : it  having  been  previoufiy  arranged  with  Mr.  Pitt 
and  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  tliofe  two  gentlemen  were  not  to  poflefs  his 
confidence  in  the  arduous  meafures  he  had  to  undertake.  Whatever  mi<>ht 
be  their  profeffional  merits,  neither  of  them  poffclTed  thofe  parliamentary 
abilities,  whicli  his  excellency  recpiired,  and  which  were  found  in  fo  eminent 
a degree  in  their  intended  fucceffors,  Meffis.  Ponfonhy  and  Curran.  The 

" the  fame  time  ftrongly  infifted  on,  and  forcibly  inculcated,  as  a matter  not  only  wife,  but  neceffary 
“ to  the  public,  tranquillity. 

From  the  day  of  the  date  of  this  letter,  I unremittingly  applied  myfcif  to  the  collecting  of  fur- 
“■  ther  information.  I received  an  addrefs  j in  my  anfwer,  which  I tranfmitted,  I endeavoured  to 
" keep  clear  of  all  fpecific  engagements  whatever,  though  at  the  fame  time  I had  avoided  every 
thing  that  could  be  conftrued  into  a rejection  of  w-hat  they  were  all  looking  to — the  repeal  of  the 
“ remaining  reftrictions ; and  (what  comes  immediately  to  the  point)  I concluded  by  declaring’, 
“ that  I Ihould  not  do  my  duty,  if  I did  not  diftinctly  relate  it  as  my  opinion,  that  not  to  grant 
chearfully,  on  the  part  of  government,  all  the  Catholics  wifhed  for,  would  not  only  be  exceedingly 
“ impolitic,  but  perhaps  dangerous,  that  in  doing  this,  no  time  was  to  be  loftj  that  the  bufinefs 
“ would  be  prefently  at  hand;  and  that  the  tirft  ftep  I took  would  be  of  infinite  importance;  that 
" if  I received  no  very  peremptory  directions  to  the  contrary,  I fhould  acquiefce, — I meant,  in  the 
" time,  in  the  mode  of  proceeding,  and  in  the  extent  of  the  demands.  For  as  to  the  raeafure,  con- 
fidered  generally,  I could  conceive  no  necelFty  to  wait  for  any  new  directions,  on  which  to  decide. 

“ Of  this  I reminded  the  fecretary  of  date.  ‘ Convinced’  I laid  ‘ as  we  all  are,  of  the  neceflity, 

‘ as  well  as  fitnefs,  of  the  meafure  taking  place,  at  no  diftant  period,  I was  decidedly  of  opinion, 

‘ that  any  attempt  to  defer  it,  would  be  ufelefs,  if  not  dangerous.’  “ The  ftate  of  the  country  re- 
“ quired  this,  and  the  pofition  of  the  Catholics,  among  whom  ‘ the  appearance  of  hefitation  on  the 
' part  of  government,  might  produce  mifchief  to  a degree  beyond  calculation.’  “ You  will  not 
forget,  that  all  this  paffed  within  the  firft  fortnight  after  my  arrival,  and  before  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament.” 

* One  of  thefe  was  Mr.  Cooke,  of  whom  Lord  Fitzwilliam  thus  writes  to  Lord  Carlifle,  ” Mr. 

“ Cooke  indeed,  whofe  tone  and  ftyle  rendered  his  approach  to  a fuperior  not  to  be  fupportcd,  re- 
jects  my  propofals  in  his  favor,  and  thinks  a retreat  upon  12001.  a year  an  inadequate  recompence 
" for  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  his  fervices.” 


attorney 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


475 


?.ttorney  general  was  to  have  retired  on  a reveiTion  of  2,300/.  (and  that  daily 
augmenting)  to  himfelf  and  fon,  a peerage  for  his  family,  and  a promife  of 
the  firft  vacancy  of  a chief  feat  on  the  bench ; and  it  was  his  excellency’s 
intentions  to  ha\*c  done  equally  well  by  the  folicitor  general.  But  the  greateft 
fore  M^as  the  removal  of  Mr.  Beresford,  of  which  that  nobleman’s  own  ac- 
count muft  prove  more  fatisfaciory  and  authentic  than  any  other. 

“ *And  now  for  the  grand  queftion  about  Mr.  Beresford.  In  a letter  of  mine 
to  Mr.  Pitt  on  this  fuhje6l,  I reminded  him  of  a converfation,  in  which  I had 
expretfed  to  him  (in  anfwer  to  the  queftion  put  to  him  by  me)  my  apprehen- 
lions,  that  it  would  be  necelfary  to  remove  that  gentleman,  and  that  he  did 
not  offer  tlie  flighteft  objeclion,  or  fay  a fingle  Avord  in  favor  of  Mr.  Beres- 
ford. This  alone  would  have  made  me  fuppofe,  that  I lliould  be  exempt 
from  every  imputation  of  breach  of  agreement,  if  I determined  to  remove 
him  ; but  when,  on  my  arrival  here,  I found  all  thofe  apprehenfions  of  his 
dangerous  power,  which  ]\Ir,  Pitt  admits  I had  often  reprefented  to  him, 
Avere  fully  juflified  ; Avhen  he  Avas  filling  a fituation  greater  than  that  of  the 
lord  lieutenant ; and  Avdien  I clearly  faAv,  that  if  I had  connedled  myfelf 
Avith  him,  it  AAmuld  have  been  conne6ling  myfelf  Avith  a perfon  under  uni- 
verfal  heaA'y  fufpicions,  and  fubjefting  my  government  to  all  the  oppro- 
brium and  unpopularity  attendant  upon  his  mal-adminiftration.  What'Avas 
then  to  be  my  choice,  Avhat  the  decifion  I had  to  form  ? I could  not  hefitate 
a moment.  I decided  at  once,  not  to  cloud  the  daAvn  of  my  adminiftration, 
by  leaving  in  fuch  poAver  and  authority,  fo  much  imputed  mab'erfation : but 
in  doing  this,  I determined,  Avhile  I meant  to  curtail  him  of  his  poA\er,  and 
to  flicAv  to  the  nation,  that  he  did  not  belong  to  my  adminiftration,  to  let  him 
remain  in  point  of  income,  as  Avell,  to  the  full,  as  he  had  ever  been : I did 
not  touch,  and  he  kneAv  I had  determined  not  to  touch,  a hair  of  the  head 
of  any  of  his  family  or  friends ; and  they  are  ftill  left  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  more  emolument,  than  ever  Avas  accumulated  in  any  country  upon  any  one 
family.  To  the  odium  of  doing  fo  I fubmitted,  rather  than  incur  the  rifque 
of  difpleafmg  my  colleagues,  by  infringing  the  emolument  of  a perfon  pro- 
felfmg  great  attachment  to  them  ; though  indeed,  at  the  fame  time,  I had 
no  flight  ground  of  doubting  the  fmcerity  of  thofe  profeflions.  This,  then, 
is  the  lift  of  my  difmiflions.” 

Great  preparations  haA’ing  been  made  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of 
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179'1>  by  different  bodies  of  Roman  Catholics  throughout  the  kingdom,  to 
bring  before  parliament  an  efficient  application  for  their  total  emancipation, 
therr  confidence  of  fuccefs  firfi;  rofe  out  of  the  introdudtion  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  with  many  of  his  friends  into  the  Britiffi  cabinet,  upon  the  queftion 
of  the  war ; which  being  foreign  from  any  points  of  internal  regulation  in 
Ireland,  they  gave  that  whole  party  full  credit  for  retaining  all  thofe  prin- 
ciples fo  favorable  to  them  and  their  friends,  which  had  been  manifefled  by 
his  grace  in  the  glorious  year  of  1782.  For  many  weeks  after  that  memo- 
rable coalition,  the  public  belief  Aras,  that  the  government  of  the  country 
would  have  been  committed  to  his  grace  in  perfon.  Their  ardor,  however, 
was  not  at  all  abated  upon  the  report,  that  the  vice-regency  was  to  be  com- 
mitted to  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  In  the  beginning  of  September,  the  Northern 
Star,  (the  popular  paper  of  Belfaft)  had  announced  the  probability  of  this 
event,  and  that  the  firfi:  meafure  of  his  adminifiration  was  to  be  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  Roman  Catholics,  The  inflexible  integrity,  honor  and  libera- 
lity of  this  nobleman  had  gained  by  anticipation  the  mofi  unlimited  credit 
from  the  bulk  of  the  Irifli  nation,  as  his  tender  kindnefs  and  benevolence  to 
a numerous  and  happy  tenantry  had  long  enfured  him  the  love  and  affec- 
tionate efieem  of  all,  who  perfonally  knew  him.  The  fieps  which  the  dif- 
ferent bodies  of  the  Roman  Catholics  were  purfuing  under  thefe  confiden- 
tial expeftations  were  publicly  known  and  alluded  to  in  the  different  prints  of 
the  day,  without  any  pretenfion  to  fecrecy.  It  -was  juftly  obferved  by  that 
nobleman,  that  *the  jealoufy  and  alarm,  which  at  a certain  period  of  Lord 
Wefimorland's  adminifiration  pervaded  the  minds  of  the  Proteftant  body, 
then  exified  no  longer ; Avhen  not  one  Proteftant  corporation,  fcarcely  an 
individual  had  come  forward  to  deprecate  and  oppofe  the  indulgence  claimed 
by  the  higher  orders  of  Catholics  ; when  even  fome  of  thole,  who  w’ere  then 
their  mofi  violent  oppofers  declared  the  indulgences  now  afieed,  to  be  only  the 
neceffary  confcquences  of  thofe  granted  at  that  time,  and  pofftively  to  fecure 
the  well  being  of  the  two  countries.  The  addrefs  of  the  Catholics  of  Dub- 
lin was  prefented  to  his  excellency  on  the  7th  of  January,  1795  : f and  was 

followed 

* 1 Letter  to  Lord  C. 

•f-  One  laments' to  fee  party  bias  work  up  a perfon  in  the  exalted  fituation  of  a chancellor  and 
minifter,  to  give  fo  diflorted  a reprefentation  of  the  loyal  and  dutiful  adt  of  a refpedlable  body  of 
fubje6l:-,  evidently  calculated  to  throw  a fufpicion  of  treafon  upon  the  whole  body  of  thofe  ad- 
drelTcrs.  “ (Lord  Clare  s fpecc/i,  p,  60.)  An  addrefs  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  the  name  of  their 

“ body 
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followed  up  by  limilar  addrefles  from  different  bodies ; they  M^ere  all  of  a 
fimilar  tendency,  and  received  from  his  excellency  fimilar  anfwers.*  It  was 
a fa6l  publicly  known  to  all  and  complained  of  by  fome,  that  large  as  the 
concelfions  had  been  to  the  Catholics  in  the  preceding  feffion,  their  gratitude 
for  them  appeared  lefs  prqminent  in  their  different  refolutions  and  addreffes, 
than  their  confidence  and  expectation  of  their  future  extenfion.  It  was  obferved, 

“ body  was  voted,  and  at  the  front  of  the  committee  appointed  to  greet  the  king’s  reprefentative 
“ under  the  aufpices  of  his  felf  avowed  minifter,  ftand  the  names  of  Dr.  William  James  M'Neven, 
" Mr.  John  Sweetman,  and  Mr.  Richard  M'Cormick,  all  of  them  felf-convi£ted  traitors.  Mr. 
" M'Neven  has  very  candidly  acknowledged  that  Catholic  emancipation  was  always  a mere  pre- 
“ tence,  and  tliat  if  he  and  the  worthy  gentlemen  with  whom  he  a6ted,  had  been  enabled  to  fucceed 
“ in  their  proje6ts,  they  would  as  foon  have  eftablifhed  the  Mahometan  as  the  Popifli  religion, 
“ It  was  originally  a pretence  for  rebellion,  &c.” 

* In  order  to  fhew  how  little  treafonable  thefe  addrefles  were  in  their  origin,  tendency,  or  ex- 
preffions,  I have  feledted  one,  by  way  of  fample,  prefented  to  his  excellency  by  Lord  Kenmare  and 
tlie  titular  bilhop,  from  tlie  Roman  Catholics  of  the  county  of  Kerry. 

“ To  his  Excellency,  SfC. 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ WE,  his  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  Catholics  of  the 
“ county  of  Kerry,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  excellency  on  your  appointment  to  the  government 
“ of  this  kingdom. 

" Proud  of  living  under  a monarch,  whofe  glory  it  is  to  cultivate  the  affedlions  of  his  fubje6ts, 
“ as  the  firmefi:  fupport  of  his  throne,  we  receive  with  the  moft  lively  gratitude  as  a frefh  inftance 
“ of  his  parental  regards  for  the  intereft  of  this  country,  his  deputing  a nobleman  to  the  important 
" ftation  of  chief  governor,  from  whofe  elated  virtues  we  have  every  thing  to  hope,  and  whofe 
" gracious  reply  to  our  brethren  of  Dublin,  is  a lure  earneft  of  the  wifdom  of  his  councils. 

” Under  his  majefty’s  aufpicious  reign,  the  Catholics  of  this  kingdom  have  gradually  emerged 
" from  a deprefled  condition  to  the  participation  of  valuable  privileges  ; when  penalties  were  an- 
" nexed  to  the  exercife  of  our  religion,  we  found  an  afylum  in  his  majefty’s  lenity,  and  in  the 
“ recent  conceffions  of  a liberal  and  enlightened  parliament,  was  recognized  the  influence  of  his 
" majefty’s  example. 

Highly  fenfible  of  thefe  favors  fr9m  which  we  and  our  country  have  derived  fo  many  advan- 
" tages,  we  truft  our  conducft  will,  on  every  occaficn,  merit  your  excellency’s  fiivorable  reprefen- 
tation  of  our  grateful  attachment  to  our  molt  gracious  fovereign,  his  auguft  houfe,  and  our  inva- 
“ luable  conftitution. 

When  it  lhall  feem  good  to  the  legiftature  to  remove  the  difabilities,  which  ftill  affect  our  bod  v, 
we  prefume  to  allure  your  excellency,  that  we  fiiall  rejoice  more  as  Irilhmen  than  as  Catholics, 
and  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  confidence,  that  it  will  be  the  glory  of  your  excellency’s 
adminiftration  to  cement  unanimity  amongft  the  people  committed  to  your  care,  and  thus  efta- 
“ blilh  an  infeparable  barrier  againft  the  enemies  of  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government.” 
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tliat  the  firmly  clieriilied  hope  of  a total  deliverance  from  all  difqualifications 
was  fo  predominant  among  them,  that  the  former  grants  had  met  with  a cold 
reception. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1795,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  met  the  parliament,  and 
ill  his  fpeech*  alluded  to  the  eventful  fituation  of  the  Britilli  empire,  and 

called 

* Although  tlie  viceregency  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  were  the  Ihorteft  of  any  during  the  laft  century, 
yet  it  was  pregnant  with  the  moft  eventful  confequences  : we  give  therefore  an  exact  copy  of  lug 
fpeech. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

” IN  obedience  to  his  majefty’s  commands,  I refort  to  your  councils,  at  a 
” period  which,  in  a peculiar  manner,  calls  for  the  wifdom  and  energj’^of  parliament. 

“ His  majefty’s  determination  is  fixed.  As  long  as  he  is  fupported  by  his  faithful  fubjects,  he 
“ never  w'ill  be  wanting  to  them  or  to  himfelf.  His  majefty  has  no  intereft  but  that  of  his  people, 
“ no  views  but  for  their  happinefs,  no  object  but  their  general  fafety. 

The  uniform  tenor  of  your  conduct  has  demonftrated,  that  you  will  not  only  be  defirous,  but 
“ zealous,  to  fecond  and  emulate  the  magnanimity  of  a fovereign  formed  to  lead  a nation,  that 
“ has  ever  been  as  firm  to  aflert  its  liberties,  as  affectionately  devoted  to  a government,  which 
maintains  its  own'authority  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  fupporting  thofe  liberties. 

As  you  are  thus  cordially  attached  to  that  fovereign,  and  to  the  conftitution,  which  it  is  his 
“ glory  to  proteft,  I have  to  announce  to  you,  with  true  fatisfadtion,  what  you  will  hear,  with 
“ equal  pleafure,  the  intended  marriage  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  "Wales,  with  the 
''  Princefs  Carolina  Amelia  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  his  moft  illuftrious  highnefs  the  Duke  of 
" Brunfwick  and  Lunenburgh,  a princefs  of  that  illuftrious  houfe,  to  whofe  mild  and  conftitu- 
“ tional  fway  thefe  kingdoms  are  highly  indebted  for  the  bleffings  they  enjoy  ; this  marriage  pro- 
mifes  tire  perpetuation  of  the  fame  bleffings  under  the  fame  houfe. 

“ I have  it  alfo  in  command  to  inform  you,  that  his  majefty  has  concluded  a treaty  of  amity, 
“ commerce  and  navigation  with  the  United  States  of  America,  in  which  it  has  been  majefty’s 
“ objedl  to  remove  as  far  as  poffible,  all  grounds  of  jealoufy  and  mifunderftanding,  and  to  improve 
“ an  intercourfe  beneficial  to  both  ftates.  As  foon  as  the  ratification  of  this  treaty  fhall  have  been 
“ exchanged,  and  I fliall  have  received  a copy  of  it,  I will  diredt  it  to  be  laid  before  you,  in  order 
that  you  may  confider,  whether  it  will  be  neceflary  that  you  fhould  make  any  provifions  for  car- 
” rying  into  effedl  a treaty,  in  which  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  is  fo  materially  and  exten- 
” lively  intereftfcd. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I have  diredted  the  eftimates  of  the  public  fervice,  and  the  ftate  of  the  public 
“ accounts,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

“ His  majefty  has  that  allured  confidence  grounded  on  a long  and  uniform  experience  of  your 
loyalty  and  your  zeal  for  his  fervice,  and  the  good  of  your  country,  that  I think  it  unnecefTary 
" to  prefs  you  in  any  particular  manner  to  make  a provifion  adequate  to  the  prefent  awful  fituation 
of  affairs. 
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called  upon  them  to  lend  their  aid  to  its  fupport  iii  thofe  extraordinary  cir- 
cumhances.  Immediately  after  the  fpeech  had  been  read,  IMr.  Grattan 

(uhom 

” It  is  with  pleafurc'  I acquaint  you,  that  this  provifion  will  in  fome  degree  be  facilitated  by  the 
''  circumftaBce,  that,  during  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a war  as  the  prefent,  the  public  revenue,  toga- 
" ther  with  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom,  has  kept  up,  and  has  even  been  augmented : advan- 
“ tages,  which  are  due  to  the  care  and  vigilance  of  our  fovereign,  in  the  general  proteftion  pro- 
“ vided  by  him  for  his  fubje£ls. 

“ My  Lokds  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I earneftly  recommend  to  you  a continuance  of  the  laudable  pains  you  have 
” conftantly  taken  to  cultivate  all  your  domeftic  advantages  in  commerce,  in  manufaiflures,  and  in 
" fuch  public  works  as  have  appeared  diretded  to  promote  thofe  important  objefts.  Thefe  are  the 
“ true  foundations  of  all  public  revenue  and  public  ftrength.  Your  endeavours  have  had  their 
" fruit. 

“ The  great  ftaple  manufafture  of  this  kingdom  has  increafed  beyond  the  moft  fanguine  expec- 
” tations  ; an  advantage  principally  owing  to  the  conftant  fuperintendance  and  wife  provitions  of 
“ the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  next  to  thofe,  to  the  aflured  liberal  and  moft  merited  encourage- 
” ment,  which  it  receives  in  the  rich  and  extenfive  market  of  Great  Britain  j a circumftance  tend- 
” ing  to  cement  the  union  and  to  perfect  the  harmony  which  happily  fubfifts,  and  1 truft  will  fub- 
" fift  for  ever,  between  the  two  kingdoms. 

“ Attached  as  you  are  to  the  general  caufe  of  religion,  learning  and  civilization,  I have  to  re- 
“ commend  to  your  confideration,  the  ftate  of  education  in  this  kingdom,  which  in  fome  parts 
“ will  admit  of  improvement,  in  others  may  require  fome  new  arrangements ; confiderable  ad- 
“ vantages  have  been  already  derived  under  the  wife  regulations  of  parliament  from  the  Proteftant 
“ charter  fchools,  and  thefe  will  as  ufual  claim  your  attention  ; but  as  thefe  advantages  have  been 
“ but  partial,  and  as  circumftances  have  made  other  confiderations  conne6ted  with  this  important 
“ fubjeft  highly  neceflary,  it  is  hoped,  that  your  wifdom  will  order  every  thing  relating  to  it  in 
“ the  manner  moft  beneficial,  and  the  beft  adapted  to  the  occafions  of  the  feveral  deferiptions  of 
“ men,  which  compofe  his  majefty's  faithful  fubje£ts  in  Ireland. 

“ We  are  engaged  in  an  arduous  conteft;  the  time  calls  not  only  for  great  fortitude  and  an  un- 
ufual  fliare  of  public  fpirit,  but  for  much  conftancy  and  perfeverance.  You  are  engaged  with  a 
“ power,  which,  under  the  ancient  forms  of  its  internal  arrangement,  was  always  highly  formida- 
“ ble  to  the  neighbouring  nations.  Lately  this  power  has  alfumed  a new  ftiape,  but  with  the  fame 
“ ambition,  with  much  more  extenfive  and  fyftematic  defigns,  far  more  effe6tive,  and  without  com- 
” parifon  more  dreadful  in  the  certain  confequences  of  its  eventual  fuccefs  ■,  it  threatens  nothing 
‘‘  lefs  than  the  entire  fubverfion  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  every  ftate  in  Europe : an  ene- 
” my  to  them  all,  it  is  aftuated  with  a peculiar  animofity  againft  thefe  kingdoms,  not  only  as  the 
” natural  protection  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  but  alfo  becaufe,  by  the  poffeflion  of  a 
“ legal,  humane,  and  rational  freedom,  we  feem  to  reproach  that  falfe  and  fpurious  liberty,  which 
“ in  reality  is  an  ignominious  fervitude,  tending  to  extinguilh  all  good  arts,  to  generate  nothing 
but  impiety,  crime,  diforder,  and  ferocious  manners,  and  to  end  in  wret'-'hednefs  and  general 
defolation. 
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(whom  not  having  received  any  place,  Lord  Clare  called,  the  felf-avowed 
IVIinifter  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam)  rofe  to  move  the  addrefs.  “ The  fpeech  from 
“ the  throne,”  faid  he,  “ goes  to  three  great  objedts ; the  prefervation  of 
“ Europe,  the  harmony  of  the  prefent  generation,  and  the  education  of 
“ the  future.  We  cannot  debate  the  caufes  of  the  war;  we  deliberate  thepre- 
“ fent  hate  of  it ; Europe’s  danger,  and  our  own.  When  France  covered 
“ more  ground  in  Europe,  and  when  France  took  Brabant,  conquered  Flan- 
“ ders,  invaded  Holland,  flie  made  war  on  Ireland.  You  know  enough  of  the 
“ lev^els  of  Europe  to  forefee  that  that  great  ocean,  that  inundation  of  bar- 
“ barity,  that  defolation  of  infidelity,  that  diflblution  of  government,  and 
“ that  fea  of  arms,  if  it  fwell  over  the  continent,  mull  vifit  our  coafts.  Do 
“ not  depreciate  fo  much  your  danger  or  pre-eminence,  as  to  imagine  you  are 
“ no  more  concerned  in  the  evils  of  the  times,  than  to  read  the  Gazette, 
“ which  relates  them  ; nor  forget  that  you  have  raifed  your  head  too  high  on 
“ the  globe,  not  to  encounter  the  ftorm.  If  the  continent  of  Europe  belong 
“ to  France,  if  all  the  coaft  from  Holland  to  Breft  belonged  to  France,  this 
“ ifland  rnufl  fink  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  You  cannot  divide  the 
“ weftern  empire  ; the  continent  to  the  French,  and  Ireland  to  herfelf ; this 
“ is  not  like  your  other  Avars,  this  is  not  like  the  American  war;  in  that  war, 
“ the  object  Avas,  tax  the  lafl;  colony;  but  no  matter,  many  of  the  beft  friends 
“ of  this  country  oppofed  that  war  ; but  Avhen  the  French  interpofed,  Avheii 
“ the  ancient  enemy  of  thefe  realms,  the  eternal  rival  in  all  fiiapes,  mo- 
“ narchical  or  republican,  of  Great  Britain,  the  fame  men  took  a decided 
“ part  againfl;  France;  for  it  has  been  the  long  habit  of  this  country,  to  con- 

“ To  guard  his  people  from  the  enterprifes  of  this  dangerous  and  malignant  power,  and  for  the 
“ protedtion  of  all  civilized  fociety  againfl  thp  inroads  of  anarchy,  his  majefty  has  availed  himfelf 
“ of  every  rational  aid,  foreigaand  domeftic  3 he  has  called  upon  the  Ikill,  courage,  and  experience 
of  all  his  fubjefts,  wherefoever  difperfed.  And  you  muft  be  duly  fenfible,  in  fuch  a crifis  as  the 
“ prefent,  which  rarely  occurs  in  the  courfe  of  human  affairs,  of  the  advantage  of  thus  endeavour- 
ing  to  profit  of  the  united  flrength  and  zeal  of  every  defeription  of  his  fubjedts. 

“ I have  to  affure  you  of  his  majefly’s  moft  chearful  concurrence  in  every  meafure  which  your 
“ wtfdom  and  comprehenfive  patriotifm  fhall  point  out  for  this  falutary  purpofe. 

“ On  my  part  you  fliall  find  me,  from  principle,  and  from  inclination,  thoroughly  difpofed  to  con- 
cur  with  his  majefty’s  paternal  willies,  and  with  the  wife  meafures  of  his  parliament.  On  a cor- 
dial  affeedioh  to  the  whole  of  Ireland  5 and  on  a coiiduA  fuitable  to  that  fentiment,  I wilh  to 
found  my  own  perfonal  ellimation  and  my  reputation  in  the  execution  of  the  great  trufl  com- 
“ mitted  by  the  mofl  beneficent  of  fovereigns  to  my  care.” 
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ficler  her  in  every  new  fliape  as  the  old  enemy  ; nor  is  this  like  the  feven 
“ years  war;  there  the  objecl  was,  a diftant  territory  in  another  heinifphere,  and 
“ with  whicli  you  ai  e not  to  trade ; yet  then  you  took  the  field,  voted  annics, 
“ and  incurred  a debt,  wifely  if  you  mean  to  go  on  with  England,  idly  if 
“ you  go  back  now;  nor  is  this  lijvC  the  Spanifli  convention  of  l/QO,  and 
“ yet  on  the  found  of  that  war  you  voted  a loan. 

“ Nootka  Sound,  a ftrip  ef  land,  a barren  ifland,  a remote  and  uncul- 
‘‘  tivated  tra6t;  tbe  fpcculation  of  the  produce  of  a wafte  or  the  vifion  of 
“ a punctilio  of  honor,  do  not  norv,  as  once,  kindle  Europe  to  arms;  it  is 
“ Europe  herfelf,  and  her  iflands  that  are  at  ftake;  j^rinces,  potentates,  her 
“ orders  and  degrees,  the  creature  and  the  Creator,  man  and  the  Godhead. 
“ It  follows  from  this,  that  the  prefent  objedl  of  the  war  is  not,  becaufe  it 
“ cannot  be,  to  interfere  with  the  internal  government  of  France,  but  rather 
“ prevent  her  interference  with  every  realm  and  government,  fyftematic  or 
“ adlual,  by  arms,  by  intrigues,  or  by  money.  Little  does  the  prefent  ftate 
“ of  the  war  attack  the  liberty  of  France:  I wifh  flie  bad  liberty;  I with 
“ there  was  any  thing  in  her  internal  fituation  that  promifed  liberty  to  herfelf 
or  fecurity  to  Europe. 

“ No  nation  underftands  libert}^  perhaps,  better  than  you  do.  ' Did  you 
“ in  your  ftruggles  ever  imagine  fuch  a fpecies  of  liberty  ? Her  liberty  is 
death,  and  her  ftate  Bedlam ; where  the  feeptre  is  broken  into  ten  thou- 
“ fand  fcorpions  in  the  hands  of  ten  thoufand  maniacs,  fcourging  one  ano- 
“ ther  for  offences  that  are  only  exceeded  by  the  barbarity,  with  v Inch  they 
“ are  punifhed : however,  that  is  not  now  the  queftion,  nor  is  the  queftion 
“ on  the  caufes  of  the  war,  but  the  adfual  Rate  of  it— the  danger  of  Europe, 
“ the  danger  of  Ireland  ; and  as  formerly  you  ftruggled  for  the  Britifli  con- 
“ Ritution,  in  oppoRtion  to  the  claim  of  the  Britifli  parliament,  fo  now  you 
“ contend,  in  conjundtion  with  Great  Britain,  for  that  conftitution  ag-ainR 
“ France,  and  for  that  conftitution  with  every  thing  befide  included,  you 
“ fight  for  your  ifland.  To  be  weak  at  any  time,  is  to  be  miferable  ; but  to 
“ be 'weak  at  this  time,  is  to  be  nothing.  You  gave  to  the  caufe  your 
“ troops,  but  you  muR  give  your  heart  along  with  them,  and  promote  the 
“ courage  of  your  troops  by  the  gallant  fympathy  of  your  councils.  By  op- 
“ pofing  France,  you  have  made  a determined  enemy  ; by  leaving  England, 
you  would  fecure  a fufpicious  friend;  puflied  as  flie  now  is  for  ber  trident, 
“ file  will  never  forget  your  cordiality,  or  forgive  your  coldnefs.  On  the 
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“ fuppofition  of  your  coldnefs,  fhe  will  fay,  that  in  her  days  of  triumph  yon 
“ talked  plaufibly  to  her;  and  die  will  as  plaufibly  leave  you,  accordingdy, 

“ to  all  the  evils  that  are  common  to  the  empire,  Avithout  the  participation 
“ of  its  pride  or  its  profperity,  the  will  leave  you  to  a fpecies  of  government 
“ and  connection  fupported  by  job;  Avhen  a few,  affecting  to  monopolize  the 
“ loyalty  of  the  country,  Avould  monopolize  the  powers  of  government,  and 
“ Avould  rule  you  with  a rod  of  iron ; but  on  the  fuppofition  of  your  cor- 
“ diality---on  the  fuppofition  that  the  nation  puts  her  own  image  on  her  own 
“ loyalty,  and  takes  a leading  part  in  cultivating  Britifli  connexion  againft 
“ French  defigns---then  Britain  muft  regard  your  people  as  an  invaluable 
“ ally,  and  their  free  conftitution  as  an  active  and  vital  principle  of  her  em- 
“ pire.  This  cordiality  is  your  dower— -not  liberty : for  that  you  Avould  fur- 
“ render ; nor  money,  for  that  you  do  not  in  any  confiderable  amount  pof- 
“ fefs ; not  your  men,  numerous  and  brave  as  they  have  flocked  to  your 
“ ftandard:  no,  it  is  your  difpofition.  What  is  that  difpofition?  An  abfolute, 
unqualified  anti -gal licifm  of  fentiment ! Your  hands  are  valuable,  but 
that  is  ineftimable,  and  in  that  fentiment  thofe  hard  hands  bring  a better 
“ dower  than  the  riches  of  the  Eaft— -No  heirefs  Ireland,  but  an  unadorned 
bride  ! And  yet,  in  that  one  marriageable  fentiment,  flie  will  prove  to  the 
“ empire  the  fruitful  mother  of  invaluable  bleffings ; the  garden  of  the  em- 
“ pire  is  before  her---but  touch  not  the  plant  of  Gallic  groAVth,  its  fruit  is 
“ death,  though  it  be  not  the  tree  of  knowledge. 

“ Accordingl}"  you  perceive  his  majefly  thanks  you  for  your  extraordinary 
“ efforts,  for  thofe  exertions  of  generofity  and  courage,  Avhich  animated  the 
“ allegiance,  and  now  conftitute  the  character  of  your  country  : but  above 
'•  all,  he  thanks  you  for  that  ineftimable  difpofition  to  excrcife  thofe  free  and 
“ independent  conftitutional  powers  fo  illuftrioufly  obtained,  in  fupport  of 
‘‘  the  throne;  in  cultivating  the  connection,  and  in  maintaining  the  high 
“ Ration  you  now  poffefs  in  Europe,  in  oppofition  to  the  natural  enemy  of 
“ thefe  kingdoms,  and  to  principles  incompatible  with  any  form  or  fyftem  of 
“ liberty  or  government ; but  to  be  attached  to  one  another,  external  energy 
“ muft  arife  from  internal  union,  and  without  that,  your  attachment  to  Eng- 
“ land,  and  your  allegiance  to  the  king,  though  extremely  honorable,  would 
“ be  entirely  ufelefs. 

“ His  majefly,  therefore,  in  the  fecond  part  of  his  fpeech,  recommends  na- 
“ tional  harmony ; he  bids  perpetual  peace  to  all  your  animofities;  he  touches 
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“ vith  the  fceptrc  thofe  troubled  waters,  which  have  long  fliattercd  the 
“ weary  bark  of  your  country,  under  her  various  and  falfe  pilots,  for  ages  of 
“ infane  peifecution  and  impious  theology;  it  is  a pious  and  profound  re- 
“ commendation,  which  enlightened  the  fpeech  of  1793,  when  the  olive 
“ defcendcd  from  the  throne  : on  the  experiment  of  that  advice,  he  con- 
“ gratulated  the  liberality  of  parliament— he  fpreads  his  parental  wings  over 
“ all  his  children— difcerning  with  parental  affection  and  a father’s  eye,  in  the 

variety  of  their  features,  the  fidelity  of  their  refemblance. 

“ The  union  of  all  the  property  of  the  eountry  in  fupport  of  the  laws,  and 
“ all  the  talents  in  fupport  of  the  property,  with  meafures  to  redrefs  and  to 
“ unite,  aecompanied  with  a gracioufnefs  of  manner  to  the  fubject,  that  he 
“ ma}^  feel  not  onl}'  a privilege  under  the  government,  but  a pride  in  the 
“ condition  of  being  a fubjedt;  another  pledge  of  his  allegiance,  is  an  ex- 
“ periment  worthy  of  a wife  government,  v’hofe  primary  objedt  is  your  prof- 
“ perity,  and  whofe  fecondary  objeft  is  your  love ; a government,  looking 
“ in  its  arrangement  of  meafures  for  the  conftitution,  a folid  ftrength,  and  for 
‘‘  itfelf  an  honed  power,  to  adminifter  the  country  according  to  its  confi- 
“ dence  in  purfuit  of  its  advantages,  with  a fpirit  too  high  for  refentment, 
“ and  alike  fuperior  to  plunder  or  profcription. 

“ From  the  union  of  the  prefent  generation,  the  public  care  of  the  fpeech 
“ proceeds  to  the  education  of  the  rifmg  generation. 

“ On  this  fubjeCl  it  is  intended,  that  a plan  tliould  be  fubmitted  for  col- 
“ leges  for  the  education  of  Catholic  clergy,  who  are  now  excluded  from  the 
“ continent;  and  alfo  two  or  more  colleges,  where  the  children  of  the  Pro- 
“ teftant  clergy  lhall  be  in  a great  proportion  on  the  foundation,  and  where 
“ the  patronage  of  the  minifter  will  be  lefs  confidered  than  that  of  the  Uni- 
“ verfity’. 

“ Of  the  difturbances  in  Meath  and  the  borders,  the  fpeech  is  filent;  wifely, 
“ 'left  it  Ihould  magnify  a banditti  into  a rebellion,  implicate  the  lower  or- 
“ ders  in  the  crime  of  a gang  of  robbers,  and  befpeak  on  the  part  of  his  ma- 
“ jedy,  any  thing  lefs  than  a complete  fatisfaclion  in  the  loyalty  of  all  his 
“ people. 

“ But  though  the  mifchief  has  not  been  dated,  the  thing  has  not  been 
“ ncgledted ; on  the  contrary,  means  have  been  taken  already,  and  further 
“ means  will  be  reforted  to : and  if  the  laws,  when  put  in  full  execution,  are 
“ not  futhcient,  parliament  will  be  reforted  to  for  power  to  extinguilh  a ban- 
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“ ditti,  which  cannot  be  tolerated  by  any  government,  and  mud  now  prepare 
“ to  forfeit  either  their  lives  or  their  practices. 

“ There  is  a part  of  the  fpeech,  on  which  on  fubje6l  and  no  Irifliman  can 
“ fpeak  without  emotions  of  joy  and  affe6lion— the  marriage  of  his  Royal 
“ Ilighnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,' an  event  the  mod  aufpicious;  whether  we 
“ confider  the  mild  government  of  his  family,  the  bleffings  this  country  has 
“ derived  under  his  father,  or  the  qualities  of  the  auguft  perfonage  himfelf, 
“ a bleffing  to  thefe  countries ; but  I iliould  think  him  doubly  a blelTing,  if 
“ he  tliall  communicate  to  poderity  the  gracioufnefs  of  his  manners,  or  the 
“ perfedions  of  his  mind." 

This  fpeech  of  IMr.  Grattan’s  explicitly  pledged  the  principles  of  the  new 
lieutenant’s  government  to  the  Irilli  nation ; and  it  becomes  effentially  ne- 
ceffary  to  weigh  them  maturely,  in  order  to  bring  within  their  bearing  the 
particular  meafures,  which  were  afterv^ards  brought  forward  by  his  excel- 
lency. Mr.  Duquery  was  the  only  perfon  in  the  houfe  who  did  not  confent 
to  waive  the  original  caufe  of  the  war,  which  he  reprobated  with  pointed  fe- 
verity  : to  him  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  very  fully  replied  ; and  the  motion 
for  the  addrefs  was  carried  without  a divifion:  as  was  alfo  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Conolly  for  an  addrefs*  to  the  lord  lieutenant:  and  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  them. 

In 

* The  unanimous  fentiments  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  towards  Earl  Fitzwilltam,  who  was  fo 
foon  recalled,  and  whofe  recall  produced  fuch  a change  of  meafures  in  government  and  difpofition 
in  the  people  as  will  be  hereafter  noticed,  are  given  for  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  reader.  , 

" To  His  Excellency  William,  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General 

“ Governor  of  Ireland. 

" The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  BurgelTes,  in  Parliament  alTembled. 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ WE,  his  majefiy’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  commons  of  Ireland, 
" in  parliament  affemtled,  beg  leave  to  return  your  excellency  our  fincere  thanks  for  your  moft 
" excellent  fpeech  from  the  throne.  We  aiTure  your  excellency,  that  we  confider  his  majefly’s  ap- 
“ pointment  of  your  excellency  to  be  our  chief  governor,  as  a fignal  intlance  of  his  majefty’s  atten- 
“ tion  to  the  interefts,  and  condefccnfion  to  the  withes  of  his  people  of  Ireland  ; that  we  are  con- 
“ vinced,  that  in  your  excellency  v/e  lhall  always  find  a ready  concurrence  with  his  majefty’s  pa- 
" ternal  withes,  and  with  the  wife  meafures  of  his  parliament,  for  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedls. 
” That  on  a cordial  affection  to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  and  on  a conduct  fuitable  to  that  fentiment, 
“ your  excellency  witlres  to  found  your  own  perfonal  eftimation  and  your  reputation,  in  the  execu- 
" tion  of  the  great  truft  committed  by  the  moft  beneficent  fovereign  to  your  care.  On  our  part, 

“ your 
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In  the  mean  time  tlie  Catholics,  buoyed  up  with  the  firmeft  confidence  of 
fuccefs,  were  preparing  to  back  their  intended  application  to  parliament 

with 

“ your  excellency  may  depend  upon  a firm  and  affectionate  fupport,  prompted  by  inclination  as 
“ much  as  by  duty.  We  fliall  fecond,  with  peculiar  pleafure,  the  meafures  of  a chief  governor,  no 
“ lefs  remarkable  for  his  unfliaken  loyalty  to  his  fovereign  than  for  his  invincible  attachment  to 
“ the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  whofe  poffeffions  in  this  country,  however  ample,  af- 
“ ford  a pledge  much  lefs  valuable  than  his  character  for  his  attention  to  its  interefts. 

“ We  return  your  excellency  our  fincere  acknowledgments  for  the  kind  opinion  you  have  ex- 
“ preffed  of  our  conduct;  and  we  affure  your  excellency,  we  fiiall  not  only  be  defirous,  but  zealous 
“ to  emulate  the  magnanimity  of  a fovereign,  formed  to  lead  a nation  that  has  ever  been  as  firm  to 
“ alfert  its  liberties,  as  affectionately  devoted  to  a government  which  maintains  its  own  authority 
“ for  the  foie  purpofe  of  fupporting  thole  liberties. 

“ Cordially  attached  as  we  are  to  tliat  fovereign,  and  to  that  conftitution  which  it  is  his  glory 
“ to  protect,  we  warmly  participate  in  the  joy  your  excellency  feels  in  communicating  to  us  the 
“ marriage  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the  Princefs  Carolina  Amelia  Eliza- 
“ beth,  daughter  of  His  Mofi  Illuflrious  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburg ; a prin- 
“ cefs  of  that  illuftrious  houfe  to  whofe  mild  and  conftitutional  fway  thefe  kingdoms  are  highly 
“ indebted  for  the  bleflings  they  enjoy;  and  which  we  trufi:  will,  by  this  marriage,  be  perpetuated 
“ under  the  fame  houfe. 

“ The  communication  which  your  excellency  has  made  to  us  by  his  majefty’s  commands,  of  his 
" majefty’s  having  concluded  a treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  with  the  United  States 
“ of  America,  we  receive  with  the  higheft  pleafure;  and  we  entertain  a perfect  conviction,  that  it 
“ has  been  his  majefty’s  objedt  to  remove,  as  far  as  poftible,  all  grounds  of  jealoufy  and  mifunder- 
“ ftanding,  and  to  improve  an  intercourfe  beneficial  to  both  ftates ; and  your  excellency  may  be 
“ atfured,  that  fo  foon  as  your  excellency  lhall  direft  a copy  of  it  to  be  laid  before  us,  we  will 
" confider  what  provitions  may  on  our  part  be  necetfary  for  carrying  into  efteft  a treaty  in  which 
“ the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  is  fo  materially  and  extenfively  interefted. 

“ We  learn  from  your  excellency  with  the  trueft  fatisfaftion  the  confidence  of  our  gracious 
“ fovereign  in  our  loyalty  and  zeal  for  his  fervice  and  the  good  of  our  country;  and  we  allure  your 
“ excellency,  that  we  ftiall  not  delay  to  make  a provifion  for  the  public  exigencies,  adequate  to  the 
“ prefent  awful  fituation  of  affairs.  It  is  a great  confolation  to  us  to  learn  from  your  excellency, 
" that  the  revenue  and  commerce  of  the  kingdom  have  not  only  kept  up,  but  even  augmented, 
” notwithftanding  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  ; advantages  which,  under  the  Divine  Provi- 
“ dence,  we  thankfully  acknowledge  to  be  due  to  the  care  and  vigilance  of  our  fovereign,  in  the 
“ general  prpteflion  provided  by  him  for  all  his  fubjeds. 

“ We  are  fenfible  of  your  excellency’s  wifdom  in  recommending  to  us  to  cultivate  all  our  do- 
“ naeftic  advantages  in  commerce,  in  manufadtures,  and  fuch  public  works  as  have  appeared  di- 
“ reded  to  promote  thefe  important  objeds,  which  your  excellency  juftly  confiders  as  the  true 
“ foundation  of  public  revenue  and  of  public  ftrength;  and  we  allure  your  excellency,  that  while 
“ we  refled  with  peculiar  latisfadion  on  the  fuccefs  of  our  efforts  for  the  profperity  of  the  linen 
“ manufadure,  we  do  alfo  gratefully  acknowledge,  that  its  rapid  and  unexampled  increafe  has  been 

“ materially 
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M'ith  all  the  weight,  tliat  time  and  circumhances  could  produce  In  their  favor. 
Their  fanguine  unanimity  was  too  formidable  to  be  damped  or  difappointed, 

and 

“ materially  promoted  by  the  liberal  encouragement  it  receives  in  the  rich  and  extenfive  market  of 
“ Great  Britain,  a circumftance  tending  to  cement  the  union,  and  perfect  the  harmony  which  fub- 
“ fifts,  and  we  truft  will  ever  fubfift,  between  the  two  kingdoiuS. 

Attached  as  we  are  to  the  general  caufe  of  religion,  learning,  and  civilization,  we  feel  ourfelves 
“ bound  to  return  your  excellency  our  warmeft  thanks,  for  recommending  to  our  care  the  Bate  of 
“ education  in  this  kingdom  ; we  feel  that  confiderable  advantages  have  been  already  derived  from 
“ the  Proteflant  charter-fchools,  which  fliall  as  ufual  receive  our  attention  ; but  as  thefe  advantages 
“ have  been  but  partial,  and  as  circumftances  have  made  other  confiderations  conneded  with  this 
“ important  fubject  highly  neceflary,  your  excellency  may  be  afl'ured,  tliat  we  fliall  endeavour  to 
order  every  thing  relating  to  it  in  the  manner  which  fliall,  u['nn  the  moft  mature  deliberation, 
feem  moft  beneficial  and  the  beft  adapted  to  the  occafions  ot  the  feveral  defcriptions  of  men 
“■  which  compofe  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjeds  of  Ireland. 

“ Engaged  in  a conteft  which  calls  not  only  for  great  fortitude  and  an  unufual  ftiare  of  public 
“ fpirit,  but  for  much  conftancy  and  perfeverance,  to  oppofe  the  arms  and  machinations  of  a power 
“■  which,  under  the  antient  forms  of  its  internal  government,  was  always  highly  formidable  to  the 
“ neighbouring  nations,  but  which  at  prefent,  in  a new  fliape,  but  with  the  fame  ambition,  with 
“ more  extenfive  and  fyftematic  defigns,  and  with  means  far  more  effedive,  threatens  nothing  lefs 
“ than  the  entire  fubverfion  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  every  ftate  in  Europe,  we  thank 
“ your  excellency  for  communicating  to  us  his  majefty’s  gracious  intention  of  calling  upon  the  ikill, 
“ courage  and  experience  of  all  his  fubjeds,  wherever  difperfed,  and  of  availing  himfelf  of  the 
united  ftrength  and  zeal  of  all  his  people  j and  your  excellency  may  reft  alTured  of  our  cordial 
“ co-operation  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  are  calculated  to  carry  into  execution  this  wife  and  falutary 
purpofe. 

” We  requeft  your  excellency  to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  our  unfhaken  loyalty  to  his  royal  per- 
“ fon,  family,  and  government,  and  our  fixed  and  unalterable  determination  to  fupport  to  the  ut- 
“ moft  of  our  power  our  After  country  againft  the  rancorous  animofity  and  dangerous  rivalry  of  her 
“ antient  enemy.  Great  Britain,  alTailed  by  France,  may  rely  with  confidence  on  the  firm  and 
“ affedionate  fupport  of  Ireland  j and  we  intreat  your  excellency  to  believe,  that  we  efteem  it  a 
" lignal  happinefs  to  this  nation  to  be  governed,  in  fuch  a crifis  as  the  prefent,  by  a nobleman 
“ whofe  manners  are  formed  to  conciliate,  and  whofe  councils,  we  truft,  will  be  direded  to  unite 
“ the  whole  body  of  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjeeb  in  the  fupport  of  the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  the 
” fafety  anti  profperity  of  all  his  dominions.” 

To  this  Addrefs  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  return  the  following  anfwer  : 

“ THIS  cordial  addrefs,  juftifying  with  fuch  promptitude  and  alacrity  the  confidence 
which  his  majefty  repofes  in  the  fpirit  and  loyalty  of  his  faithful  commons  of  Ireland,  is  of  fo 
“ falutary  and  animating  a tendency,  refleds  fuch  high  honor  on  the  national  charader,  and  gives 
to  happy  an  earneft  of  the  cheerfulnefs,  vigor,  and  extent  of  the  national  exertion  at  this  arduous 
and  trying  crifis,  that  it  calls  for  more  than  ordinary  exprelTions  of  fatisfadion  and  acknow- 
" lodgment. 
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and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  judged,  that  to  defer  the  confideration  of  their  de- 
mands could  not  be  attempted  without  danger.  Mr.  Grattan  poflelfed  the 
unlimited  confidence  of  the  Catholics,  and  of  the  lord  lieutenant.*  On  the 
24th  of  January,  Mr.  Grattan  prefented  a petition  of  the  Catholics  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubferibed,  on  behalf  of  them- 
felves  and  others  his  majefty’s  Catholic  fubjeds : that  in  purfuance  of  his 
majcfly's  molt  gracious  and  paternal  recommendation  of  the  fituation  of  his 
Catholic  fubjecls  of  that  kingdom  to  the  wifdom  and  liberality  of  his  parlia- 


“ Such  fentiments,  communicating  themfelves  from  one  kingdom  to  the  other  j fuch  conformity 
“ in  attachment  to  the  conftitution,  and  in  affedtion  for  the  heft  and  moll  beloved  of  fovereigns,  a 
“ fpirit  fo  firm  and  perfevering  in  the  fupport  of  a caufe  which  they  conlider  as  common  to  both  j 
and  a determination  fo  fixed  and  unlhaken,  to  Hand  or  fall  together,  mull  be  as  encouraging  to 
the  friends  as  formidable  to  the  enemies  of  the  Britilli  name  and  empire.  Standing  on  this 
” ground,  we  have  nothing  to  dread.  The  difturbers  of  the  peace  of  Europe  will  fee  that,  bound 
“ indiffolubly  together  in  interefts,  in  principles,  and  in  aft'eftion.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  difre- 
“ gard  their  menaces,  and  are  determined,  under  Providence,  to  check  the  courfe  of  their  extermi- 
''  nating  ambition. 

“ If  any  thing  could  be  wanting  to  complete  my  fatisfadlion  at  this  happy  and  aufpicious  com- 
” raencement  of  my  adminiftration,  I Ihould  find  it  in  the  flattering  terms  in  which  you  exprefs  your 
approbation  of  my  principles  and  pall  condudt,  and  in  the  generous  confidence,  with  which  you 
" anticipate  future  benefits  to  be  derived  to  this  kingdom  from  my  loyalty  to  my  fovercign,  and  my 
“ inviolable  attachment  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

''  The  flake  which  I have  in  your  country  you  naturally  conclude  ought  to  bind  me  in  a peculiar 
” manner  to  its  interefls ; but  fuch  confiderations  are  languid  and  cold  indeed,  when  compared 
“ with  the  ardent  defire  I feel  to  recommend  myfelf  in  this  new  connexion  which  I have  formed 
“ with  you,  to  the  approbation,  the  efleem,  and  the  aft'eiTtion  of  the  whole  of  Ireland.” 

* Of  this  matter.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  gave  the  following  account  : — “ When  I had  fully  fiitisfied 
myfelf,  by  every  information  that  I could  gain,  that  this  was  the  real  flate  of  the  afl'air  j and 
” when  I found  that  any  attempt  of  mine  to  flop  it  for  the  prefent  would  be  ufelefs,  it  gave  me 
great  fatisfadilion  to  find  that  the  bufinefs  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Grattan, 
by  the  Catholics,  as  it  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing  every  thing  that  was  intended,  and  of 
“ confulting  upon  it  with  the  cabinet  in  London,  previous  to  its  being  publicly  known.  When 
“ once  the  Catholics  had  pofitively  decided  to  bring  forward  this  queflion,  even  if  I had  not  had 
“ previous  confultation  with  my  colleagues  on  the  bufinefs,  under  fuch  circumflances  I flionld 
“ have  thought  it  right  and  expedient  to  gain  credit  and  flrength  to  the  admiififlration,  by  yielding 
“ to  the  general  with  5 but  the  faft  is,  that  while  I was  following  my  own  opinions  and  inclina- 
“ tions,  I was  following  their  diredtions,  and  I ftridly  complied  with  them;  when  finding  that 
“ the  general  difpofition  was  not  to  be  refifled,  I refolved  to  give  the  meafure  a handlbme  and 
“ cordial  fupport  on  the  part  of  government.  The  happy  efiedts  of  this  determination  I fully  expe- 
“ ricnced.” 
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ment,  -which  v.  as,  in  the  courfe  of  the  feflion  of  1793,  pleafed  to  remove 
many  of  the  difabilities,  pains  and  penalties  under  which  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land had  fo  long  laboured,  by  a repeal  of  divers  fevere  and  opprelTive  laws 
peculiarly  affecting  that  body  ; that,  vdiile  the  petitioners  felt  the  deepeft  and 
moft  lively  fenfe  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  parliament,  manifefted  in  the 
repeal  of  the  faid  penal  and  reftriftive  ftatutes,  they  could  not,  in  juftice  to  them- 
fclves,  refrain  from  moft  humbly  fubmitting,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
had  been,  and  flill  were,  in  a number  and  variety  of  inftances,  prevented  from 
enjoying  the  full  benefits  of  the  conftitution  of  their  country,  by  the  exift- 
ence  of  certain  difabilities  and  reftraints  M’hich  tbe  petitioners  then  did,  with 
all  humility  and  deference,  prefume  to  hope,  on  every  principle,  as  well  of  ex- 
pediency as  of  juftice,  it  >vould  no  longer  be  thought  neceffary  to  retain;  that 
the  petitioners  did  moft  humbly  prefume  to  fuggeft  to  tbe  wifdom  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  moft  effectual  mode  to  unite  in  fentiment  all  his  majefty’s  fubjedts 
of  Ireland  in  fupport  of  their  moil  excellent  conftitution,  agreeably  to  his  gra- 
cious and  paternal  wifli,  would  be  to  extend  to  them  its  bleffmgs,  by  the  aboli- 
tion of  tbofe  incapacities  and  difcpialifications,  of  which  the  petitioners  pre- 
fumed moft  humbly  to  complain;  and  therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  take  the 
fituation  of  the  petitioners  into  confideration,  their  loyalty  to  their  fovereign, 
their  refpedt  to  the  legiflature,  and  dutiful  and  obedient  fubmiffion  to  the 
laws,  they  would  be  pleafed  to  reftore  them  to  a full  enjoyment  of  the  blef- 
fmgs of  tbeir  moft  excellent  conftitution,  by  a repeal  of  all  the  penal  and 
reftriftive  laws  then  affecting  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  petition  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on, the  table. 

On  the  fame  day  ]\Ir.  Yandeleur  prefented  a petition  much  to  the  fame 
effedt,  from  the  Catholics  of  the  county  of  Clare  : and  foon  after  the  table 
was  laden  Avith  fimilar  petitions  from  every  diftiniTbody  of  Catholics  through- 
out the  realm.  Of  the  intermediate  proceedings  between  the  prefentation  of 
the  firft  Catholic  petition,  and  the  motion  for  bringing  in  the  Catholic  bill, 
■w'ehave  the  following  authentic  account  from  the  only  fource  from  Avhich  it 
could  be  procured.*  On  tbe  12th  of  February,  ITQA,  Mr.  Grattan  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  which  was  given  with  only  the  three  diftentient 
voices  ot  Dr.  Duigenan,  j\Ir.  Ogle,  and  Colonel  Blaquiere.j'  That  nobleman 
obferving,  that  it  had  been  obje6led  to  him,  that  the  bill  had  been  brought  in 

* 15  Pari.  Debates,  p.  gs. 

t ift  letter  to  Lord  Carlifle, 
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precipitately,  affurecl  his  noble  correfponclent  that  that  was  not  the  fact. 
“ Leave  to  bring  in  a bill  has  certainly  been  moved  for  by  IMr.  Grattan,  but 
“ not  a line  of  the  bill  itfelf  ever  produced.  There  appeared  a rifmg  iinpati- 
“ ence  among  the  Catholics  after  the  delivery  of  their  petitions,  which  made 
“ me  apprehend  that  the  meafure  might  be  transferred  from  the  hands  of 
“ IMr.  Grattan  to  thofe  of  another,  v/ith  whom  I might  have  no  connexion, 
“ and  confequently,  over  whom  I could  have  no  hopes  of  control,  or  to  have 
“ communication,  however  much  I might  wilh  it.  There  was  no  want  of 
“ candidates  for  this  honor  ; there  were  enough  greedy  to  feize  upon  it.  I 
“ therefore  defired  ]\Ir.  Grattan  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  bufinefs,  that  J might 
“ be  fure  of  myfelf  having  control  over  the  management  of  the  bill.  By 
“ this  means,  the  plan  and  extent  of  the  meafure  is  now  knov’n  only  to  the 
“ Britifli  cabinet,  to  whom  I have  fubmitted  it,  and  it  remains  a profound 
“ fecret  to  every  Roman  Catholic,  and  to  every  Proteftant,  except  to  the 
very  few  of  the  latter  defeription,  to  whom  I have  thought  proper  to  con- 
“ fide  it.  Of  thefe  the  primate  was  the  firll: ; and  minifters  are  already  pof- 
“ feffed  of  his  opinions  on  the  fubje6t ; they  are  equally  in  poffeffion  of  every 
“ information  refpedting  men’s  minds  and  tempers,  which  I am  able  to  give  : 
“ with  refpe6t  to  the  merits  of  the  cafe,  abftra61ed  from  the  local  circum- 
“ ftances,  furely  it  Avould  be  prefumption  in  me  to  dictate  to  them  ; I have 
“ reprefented  clearly  and  diftinctly  my  own  opinions,  but  they  are  capable 
“ of  deciding  and  judging  for  themfelvcs  : in  the  way  I have  managed,  they 
“ have  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  before  the  bill  is  introduced;  fo  that  if 
“ they  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Grattan’s,  (in  which  I heartily  concur),  and 
“ if  they  do  not  come  up  to  the  extent  claimed  and  expedted  by  the  Catho- 
“ lies,  thev  have  had  time,  previous  to  the  introdu6lion  of  the  bill,  to  fuo-o-eft 
“ any  expedients,  modifications,  or  limitations,  the}’  may  think  proper  to 
“ introduce;  thus,  by  my  management,  government  v/ill  do  this  without 
“ incurring  the  odium  of  narrowing 'an  original  propofition,  and  defeating 
“ hopes  once  realized.  Thus,  then,  I made  myfelf  mafler,  as  well  of  the  time 
“ of  bringing  the  meafure  forward,  as  for  confulting  on  the  points  to  be  con- 
“ ceded ; for,  as  to  refifting  altogether,  I fhould  have  belied  mv  own  con  vie- 
“ tion,  and  betrayed  my  fituation,  if  I did  not  reprefeiit,  as  I have  repeatedly 
“ done,  that  it  would  not  only  defeat  every  hope  I had  formed  for  the  gene- 
“ ral  fecurity  and  defence  of  the  country,  but  be  attended  with  a certainty  of 
“ the  moft  alarming  and  fatal  confequenccs.” 
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On  the  14th  of  February,  Lord  IMilton  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  was 
commanded  by  his  excellency  to  communicate  to  them  his  majefty’s  gra- 
cious anfwer  to  their  addrefs.  The  only  material  paragraph  of  it  noticed, 
that  the  favorable  fentiments  which  they  had  expreffed  of  the  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam,  could  not  but  be  pleafmg  to  his  majefty,  as  they  confirmed  thofe  im- 
preffions,  which  recommended  him  to  his  majefty’s  choice  for  the  chief 
government  of  Ireland.  This  confirmation  of  the  royal  choice  of  the  viceroy, 
was  fmgularly  received  and  commented  upon  in  Dublin,  having  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  very  day  which  brought  tidings 
that  the  Britifli  minifter  was  adverfe  to  the  important  meafure,  which  the  lord- 
lieutenant  w as  thus  publicly  purfuing.  The  joy  and  exultation  expreffed  by 
the  Catholics  on  the  occafion  of  leave  for  bringing  in  their  bill,  exceeded 
any  fimilar  infiance  in  that  country ; but  it  was  fuddenly  damped  by  this 
inexplicable  intelligence,  and  their  high  mounted  expectations  fell  into'de- 
fponding  gloom. 

It  has  generally  been  the  bane  of  Ireland,  that  its  government  has  been  fel- 
dom  carried  on  upon  thofe  open  principles  of  the  confiitution,  which  never  fail 
- to  infure  the  happinefs  of  the  governed.  Nothing  could  more  emphatically 
demonfirate  the  apprehenfions  of  Earl  Fitz william,  that  3f)\  Beresford  urns 
filling  a Jituation  greater  than  that  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  than  the  ifliie  of  this 
contefi  for  power.  A regular  correfpondence  was  carried  on,  as  was  natural 
betw'een  the  lord-lieutenant  and  the  Britilli  cabinet  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
delicate,  arduous,  and  important  matters,  Avhich  were  to  be  carried  on  in  Ire- 
land. Not  only  had  Earl  Fitzwfilliam  been  permitted  to  quit  this  country 
Avith  a plenitude  of  pow'er  and  diferetion  over  the  Catholic  quefiion,  but  he 
had  aCted  for  above  a month  upon  it  in  Ireland  without  even  an  oblique 
reference  to  any  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Britilli  cabinet  from  him  upon 
the  fubjeCt  of  the  Catholic  quefiion.  The  difmilfal  of  Mr.  Beresford  had, 
indeed,  been  productive  of  v^ry  alarming  efteCls  in  that  quarter.  It  appears, 
how^ever,  from  a letter  of  Mr.  Wyndham’s  to  Lord  Milton,  written  on  the  2d 
of  February,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  at  that  time  unacquainted  with 
the  alarm,  which  the  intelligence  of  that  tranfaClion,  conveyed  indireCtly  to 
Mr.  Pitt  by  Mr.  Beresford  himfelf,  had  occafioned.  On  the  Qth  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  not  before,  Mr.  Pitt  wrote  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam  to  expofiulate  on 
the  difmiffal  of  IMr.  .Beresford : and  alfo  on  the  negotiation  with  Melfrs.  Wolfe 
and  Toler : that  formed  the  Avhole  matter  of  his  letter,  and  to  that  alone  he 
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confined  his  remonftrances : fo  far  ^ as  he  from  finding  any  fault  vrith  the 
meafures  hitherto  purfued,  and  whicli  he  well  knew,  that  he  concluded  his 
letter  by  apologizing  /br  interrupting  his  attention  from  the  many  important 
confiderations  of  a different  nature,  to  which  all  their  minds  ought  to  be  di- 
redted.  On  the  preceding  day,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  for  the  firft  time,  in  a 
letter  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  touched  on  the  fubjeft  of  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion, and  then  bringing  it  into  play  as  a queftion  of  any  doubt  or  difficulty 
in  the  Britifii  cabinet ; and  in  that  letter,  as  if  it  liad  never  been  the  fubjedl 
of  any  former  confultation,  plan,  or  arrangement  whatever,  he  Fi'ote  of 
enabling  the  king’s  minifters  to  form  their  judgment  as  to  the  policy,  expedi- 
ency, fafety  and  necefity  of  that  meafure.  Then,  as  if  he  had  never  heard 
from  Ids  excellency  upon  the  fubjeft,  he  cautioned  him  againfl:  committing 
himfelf  by  engagements,  or  even  by  encouraging  language,  (fo  minute  was 
liis  grace),  to  give  any  countenance  to  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  mea- 
fure. Then,  for  the  firft  time,  it  appeared  to  have  been  difeovered,  that 
the  deferring  would  not  be  an  expediency,  or  a thing  to  be  defired  for  the  pre- 
fent,  “ but  the  means  of  doing  a greater  fervice  to  the  Britilh  empire,  than 
“ it  had  been  capable  of  receiving  fince  the  revolution,  or  at  leaft  fince  the 
“ union.”  Tlie  Duke  of  Portland,  in  confequence  of  the  difeuffibn  of  the 
queftion  in  the  cabinet  on  the  7th  of  February,  then  felt  it  his  duty  to  ex- 
hort the  lord  lieutenant  to  ufe  thofe  efforts,  which  he  had  on  the  8th  of 
January  expreffed  his  intention  of  trying,  though  doubtful  of  fuccefs ; but 
every  hope  of  which,  he  had  exprcfsl}’  afl'ured  his  grace  in  a letter  of  tlie 
15th  of  January,  he  had  relinquillied,  when  he  warned  them  of  the  neceffity 
of  giving  way,  and  earneftly  called  upon  them  for  peremptory  diredtions, 
Avhich,  if  he  Ihould  not  receive,  he  would  acquiefee.  Efforts,  u'hich  they 
knew,  from  the  whole  feries  of  his  corrcfpondence,  it  was  impoffible  even  to 
attempt  without  evident  and  certain  danger.  Advanced  as  matters  were  in 
Ireland,  it  appears  myfterious,  that  IMr.  Pitt,  had'  he  been  averfe  from  that 
prominent  meafure  of  Catholic  emancipation,  ffiould  have  written  to  Earl 
Fitzwilliam  two  days  after  the  difeuffion  of  it  in  the  cabinet  without  any 
allufion  to  it  whatever,  excepting  fuch  as  rather  imported  his  and  his  col- 
leagues co-operation  in  the  meafure,  than  their  reprobation  of  it. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  that  is,  two  days  after  Mr.  Grattan  had  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  the  Catholic  bill,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  received  l\Ir.  Pitt's  letter  of 
the  9th,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  of  the  8th , and  on  that  fame  day  his  exccl- 
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lency  wrote  anfwers  to  each  of  them.  That  to  Mr.  Pitt  contained  a full  dif- 
cuffion  and  juftification  of  his  difmiflals.  But  that  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
was  calculated  to  bring  the  bufinefs  to  the  real  point  at  itfue  between  them, 
and  to  leave  him  no  fubterfuge.  It  teftified  his  excellency’s  furprize,  that, 
after  fuch  an  interval  of  time,  and  after  the  various  details,  tranfmitted  to 
him,  advifing  him  of  the  hourly  increafng  neceifity  of  bringing  forward  the 
Catholic  quelhon,  and  the  impolicy  and  dangers  of  refihing,  or  even  hefitating 
about  it,  he  then  ihould  be  preffed  for  the  firft  time,  to  defer  the  queftion  till 
fome  future  occafion.  He  refufed  to  be  the  perfon  to  run  the  rifque  of  fuch 
a determination;  he  refufed  to  be  the  perfon  to  raife  a flame  in  the  country, 
that  nothing  fliort  of  arms  would  be  able  to  keep  down.  He  then  alluded  to 
Mr.  Pitt’s  letter;  appealed  to  his  kno-wlege  of  the  fituation  of  a lord  lieutenant 
in  that  kingdom ; and  left  him  to  determine,  whether,  if  he  were  not  to  be 
fupported,  he  ought  not  to  be  removed.  Shortly  after  came  two  official 
letters  from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  dated  the  l6th,  in  which  he  entered  into 
a long  detail  of  the  various  points  of  view,  in  which  the  cabinet  wilhed  to  have 
the  queftion  of  the  Catholics  confidered;  on  the  fame  day  with  thefe  came  a 
private  letter  of  his  own;  dated  the  18  th.  In  this  his  grace  dwells  moft  par- 
ticularly on  the  neceffity  of  the  cabinet  having  information  fubmitted  to  them 
on  all  thefe  points  of  view  and  a detailed  plan  of  all  the  additional  advantages 
intended  to  be  conceded  to  the  Catholics.  He  obferved,  that  if  the  con- 
fideration  of  that  great  queftion  could  be  deferred  till  peace  was  re-efiablifhed, 
he  Ihould  not  have  a doubt  but  that  it  would  be  attended  with  advantages, 
which,  perhaps,  are  not  to  be  hoped  for  in  any  other  fuppofable  cafe:  but  he 
added,  “ that  it  was  furely  going  too  far,  to  infer  from  any  thing  he  had  faid, 
“ that  he  was  delired  to  undertake  the  talk  of  deferring  it  to  that  period. 
“ If  the  cabinet  were  to  accede,  what  they  defired  was,  to  be  juftified  in  that 
“ acceffion,  by  a free  and  impartial  inveftigation  of  facts,  of  circumftances, 
“ and  of  opinions,  in  which,  as  of  reafon,  his  lorddiip's  would  have  the  moft 
“ decifive  weight;  and  as  he  had  exprefled  a wilh  to  have  the  mode  confidered 
“ in  England  whillt  it  v'as  ftill  within  his  reach,  to  have  it  limited  or  modified 
“ before  the  bill  was  introduced,  and  before  the  plan  was  known  to  the  Ca- 
‘‘  tholics,  he  wilhed  to  have  that  plan  and  the  heads  of  the  bill  tranfmitted 
‘‘  for  conlideration.” 

At  the  moment  of  his  grace’s  writing  this  letter,  there  was  not  “ a fa61,  a 
“ ciicumftance,”  or  an  “ opinion”  that  could  have  been  tranfmitted  to  him, 
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of  which  he  was  not  in  poflTeffion.  He  acknowledged,  and  often  referred  to 
Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  letter  of  the  lOth  of  February,  in  which  he  had  the  plan,  the 
oath,  on  which  the  whole  de[)ended,  on  which  every  thing  that  regarded  the 
conftitution,  the  ecclefiallical  eftablifliment,  and  the  fettlement  of  property 
relied.  He  had  the  primate’s  opinion,  and  fome  ideas  that  his  grace  had  fug- 
gcfied.  The  very  day  after  he  had  written  that  letter,  which  prelfed  for  more 
information,  his  grace  aflifted  at  the  cabinet  meeting,  that  iinanimoully  eon- 
curred  in  the  neceliity  of  recalling  the  lord  lieutenant : and  in  a letter  of  the 
2 lit  he  fummed  up  all  the  reafons,  why  that  meafure  was  deemed  necellary, 
without  one  dilfenting  voice,  for  the  very  prefervat ion  of  the  empire.  Can 
any  thing  be  more  felf-evident,  or,  in  order  to  account  for  the  real  caufes  of 
my  recall,  did  it  require  that  this  letter  Ihould  be  accompanied,  as  it  was,  by 
one  from  Mr.  Pitt  of  the  fame  date,  accepting  in  fiict,  the  alternative  I pro- 
pofed  to  him,  and  declaring  himfelf  fully  prepared  for  the  event,  however  he 
might  lament  it.  It  is  true  indeed,  that,  for  the  very  lirft  time,  he  mentions 
the  Catholic  bufmefs,  and  declares  his  concurrence  in  the  general  defire  of  the 
cabinet  to  prevent  any  further  progrefs  being  made  in  Mr.  Grattan’s  bill,  till 
they  lliould  receive  and  confider  the  information,  which  they  thought  it  their 
duty  to  call  for.  Would  you  not  have  fuppofed  from  this,  that  to  decide  on 
my  government,  Mr.  Pitt  meant  to  wait  till  he  received  farther  informatiom 
from  me,  refpedting  the  important  queftion  of  the  Catholics?  No  fuch  thing. 
By  the  dereliction  of  all  my  friends,  and  by  the  profpedt  of  my  falling  alone,  he 
was  prepared  to  throw  out  this  as  a matter,  on  M’hich  to  amufe  his  colleagues 
at  the  moment,  and  the  public  at  a future  period:  while  to  myfelf,  without 
allowing  a moment’s  farther  deliberation,  he  boldly  and  peremptorily  pro- 
nounces on  what  I had  determined  to  be  the  point  to  decide  on  my  govern- 
ment. “ On  the  fulqecl  of  arrangements,  he  felt  bound  to  adhere  to  his  fen- 
“ timents,  not  only  with  refpect  to  ]\Ir.  Beresford,  but  to  the  line  of  condudt 
“ adopted  info  many  inftanees  towards  the  former  fupporters  of  government. 
“ By  thefe  fentiments,  he  muft  at  all  events  he  guided,  from  a regard  to  the 
“ king’s  fervice  and  to  his  own  honor,  however  fmcerely  he  might  lament  the 
“ conl’equences  which  muft  arife  from  the  prefent  lit  nation.” 

“ Need  I add  any  comment  on  this  letter?  Need  I obferve  to  you,  that  the 
meafure  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  on  which  it  is  now  aft'erted  my  adminiftration 
was  determined,  is  here  refei  ved  for  future  conlideration,  vhillt  the  fubjedl 
of  aiiangements  is  hiially  and  peremptorily  decided.  At  all  events,  and  inde- 
pendent 
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pendent  of  every  other  confideration,  his  own  honor  obliges  him  not  to  give 
way  on  that  fubjeft,  and  however  he  laments  it,  he  acquiefees  in  what  I had 
dated  to  him  mud  be  the  confeqiiences  of  fuch  a decifion  on  his  part. 

Let  my  friends  therefore,  my  dear  Carlifle,  no  longer  fuffer  the  Catholic 
t[ueftion  to  be  mentioned,  as  entering,  in  the  mod  diftant  degree,  into  the 
caulcs  of  my  recall.” 

That  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  was  accompanied  by  one  alfo  from 
Mr.  Pitt,  which  accepted,  in  fadt,  of  the  alternative  propofed  by  Lord  Fitz- 
william,  and  declared  he  was  fully  prepared  for  the  event,  however  he  might 
lament  it.  In  that  letter  he  mentioned,  for  the  drd  time,  the  fubjedl  of  the 
Catholic  bufmefs,  and  declared  his  concurrence  in  the  general  defire  of  the 
cabinet  to  prevent  any  further  progrefs  being  made  in  Mr.  Grattan’s  bill,  till 
they  fliould  receive  andconfider  the  information,  vdiich  they  thought  it  their 
duty  to  call  for.  This  language  upon  the  Catholic  quedion  feems  to  purport 
that  ]\Ir.  Pitt  rather  adopted  the  fentiments  of  others,  than  fpoke  his  own. 
Rut  his  language  upon  the  difmilfals  imported  dircdlly  the  reverfe.  From  the 
purport  of  this  letter  and  other  circumdances,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  induced  to 
believe,  and  he  publiflicd  his  convidlion,  that  the  Catholic  quedion  entered  for 
nothing  into  the  real  caufe  of  his  recall,  but  that  it  was  folely  owing  to  the 
difmidal  of  Mr.  Beresford.*  NotAvithdanding  the  fa6ls  and  letters,  by  Avhich 
that  tranfaftion  has  been  fupported  and  denied  by  men  of  the  drd’  refpedla- 
bility,  the  public  mind  has  nev'er  been  decided  upon  the  fubje<5t.  The  folemn 
adertions  of  a nobleman  of  the  mod  didinguiflied  probity  and  veracity  are  in 
one  fcale:  the  contradi61ions  of  a Avhole  fet  of  cabinet  miniders,  backed  by  a 
majority  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  are  in  the  other:  the  reader  avHI  give 
the  preponderancy.  Thus  properly  ended  the  Ihort-liATd  adminidration  of 

Earl 

* In  confirmation  of  thefe  conclufions  of  Lord  FUzwilliam,  a very  ftrong  chain  of  fafls  leads 
every  unbiafled-man  to  attribute  the  extraordinary  recall  of  that  viceroy  from  his  government  to  the 
preponderancy  of  Mr.  Beresford’s  intereft  with  the  premier,  not  indeed  immediate  and  perfonal,  but 
indirect  and  relative  through  thofe,  who  were  well  known  to  polfefs  the  ftrongell  influence  upon  the 
mind  of  that  minifter.  Air.  Beresford  had  been,  as  his  friends  termed  him,  the  faithful fervant,  (as 
his  enemies  denominated  him  the  fcr-cilc  tool ) of  every  fucceflive  chief  governor  from  LordTownfend 
to  that  period.  The  nature  of  that  gentleman’s  fituation  in  Ireland  did  not  require  any  perfonal 
communications  with  the  head  of  the  Britifli  miniftry : confequently  his  merits  could  only  have  been, 
known  through  the  organs  of  thofe  to  whom  he  fo  clofely  adhered.  Thefe  were  the  perfons, 
through  whom,  according  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  the  intelligence  of  Air.  Beresford’s  difmilTal  was  in- 

diredly 
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Earl  Fitzwilliam:  from  which  commenced  a government  of  rigor  and  coercion, 
the  confequences  of  which  will  appear  in  theferies  of  future  detail. 

The 

direftly  conveyed  to  Mr,  Pitt  by  Mr.  Beresford  lilmfelfj  through  them  thofe  later  favorable 
impreffions  were  worked  into  the  miniller’s  mind,  which  at  laft  brought  it  to  fuch  peremptory  deci- 
fion  againft  the  -difmiffals,  whilft  it  remained  open  to  information  and  confutation  upon  the 
Catholic  queftion.  Therefore,  faid  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  “ let  my  friends  no  longer  fuffer  ihe  Catholic 
queftion  to  be  mentioned,  as  entering  in  the  moft  diftant  degree  into  the  caufes  of  my  recall, 
“ Let  them  liften  no  longer  to  that  terrifying  enumeration  of  evils  and  miferies  to  refult  to  the  em- 
“ pire  from  a meafure,  which  my  enemies  aftert  to  have  confidered  either  as  originating  with  myfclf 
’’  exclufively,  or  as  hurried  on  by  me  raflily  and  precipitately,  or  without  confent  or  confultation. 

You  have  feen  when  the  dread  of  thefe  miferies  was  lirft  conceived,  and  when  the  complaint  of 
“ this  want  of  confultation  was  firft  brought  forward.  Had  Mr.  Beresford  never  been  difmifl'ed, 
“■  we  never  lliould  have  heard  of  them,  and  I lliould  have  remained  But  fo  remaining,  I fhould 
have  been  difgraced.  Indeed,  difgraced  by  the  failure  of  all  the  meafures  which  I had  planned 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  loaded  with  all  the  odium  which  that  gentleman,  and  his  connexions 
“ have  entailed  upon  government,  to  which  I had  fucceeded.”  Thus  in  the  Bi  itilli  Houfe  of  Peers, 
Lord  Weftmorland  firft  fet  out  in  praife  of  Mr.  Beresford,  whofe  influence  was  that  of  an  aftive 
and  able  man,  who  was  zealous  in  the  fervice  of  his  king  and  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  his  country : faithful,  vigilant  and  indefatigable  in  his  fcrvices : a man  of  un- 
bleraiflted  reputation,  who  had  conduced  himfelf  in  his  high  office  with  fo  much  honor  and 
fidelity.  The  Marquis  Townfend  wilhed  for  nothing  moreearneflly  than  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
any  inviduous  charges  againft  Mr.  Beresford.  The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  bore  the  ftrongeft 
teftimony  to  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  Mr.  Beresford  to  his  majefty,  and  felt  himfelf  called  upon 
by  juftice  and  gratitude  to  declare,  that  during  his  adminiftration  of  that  country  he  found  him  a 
man  of  high  honor  and  corredt  integrity.  Lord  Auckland  concurred  in  that  teftimony  to  the  cha- 
radter  of  Mr.  Beresford,  who  had  been  twenty-five  years  in  the  fervice  of  the  public.  It  was 
evident  from  the  forward  and  ftrained  eulogies  which  thefe  noble  lords  delivered  of  hlr.  Beresford's 
worth  and  virtue,  that  they  made  a common  caufe  with  him,  that  they  confidered' his  difgrace  as  the 
condemnation  of  their  adminiftration,  and  his  difmilTal  as  the  immediate  and  exclufive  caufe  of 
Earl  Fitzwilliam’s  recall.  The  following  part  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
developes  much  of  this  myfterious  tranfadtion  : it  was  not  then  replied  to,  and  has  never  fince  been 
anfwered.  “ If  he  had  before  conceived  that  the  Catholic  queftion  was  not  the  genuine  caufe  of 
his  recall,  he  was  now  convinced  of  the  fiidt.  The  noble  Earl  had  returned  from  Ireland  according 
to  his  own  account,  only  witli  the  intention  to  govern  it  more  fecurely.  He  had  declared  that  he 
had,  even  before  his  return,  Mr.  Pitt’s  promife  that  his  friends  fhould  not  be  remo\  cd  from  their 
fituations,  and  he  had  no  fooner  fet  his  foot  in  England,  than  he  had  procured  thefe  promifes  to  be 
renewed,  and  had  taken  care  to  embarrafs  the  new  arrangement  of  the  adminiftration.  To  thi.s  in 
fo  many  words,  did  his  own  account  of  the  conference  with  minilters  tend.  And  it  certainly  was 
moft  perfedtly  true,  that  the  noble  Earl  had  taken  all  the  meafures  in  his  power  to  embari'afs  the 
future  adminiftration  in  Ireland  j for  what  other  purpofe  could  the  granting  a reverfion  for  two  lives 
of  a place  of  2300/,  a year  to  Lord  Fitzgibbon  ferve  ? Lie  had  not  been  two  days  in  Ireland  before 
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The  profeflecl  plan  of  the  new^  adminiftration  was  little  calculated  to  gratify 
the  feelings  of  thofe,  who  had  fo  long  concurred  in  the  fupport  of  fyftems  dia- 
metrically the  reverfe.  On  the  17  th  of  February,  Mr.  Gray  don  recapitulated 
the  duty  of  the  houfe  in  Avatching  with  fcrutinous  vigilance  the  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  and  the  adoption  of  every  pradlical  meafure  of  retrench- 
ment, at  a crifis  fo  arduous  as  the  prefent,  v hen  the  country  was  called  on  for 
a greater  fupply  than  ever  v^as  known  at  any  former  period. 

He  profefled  his  determination  to  bring  forward,  with  permiffion  of  the 
liOLife,  a ftricl  inquiry  into  every  branch  of  the  public  expence.  For  the  pre- 
fent, he  Ihould  begin  by  moving,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditures  of  the  revenue  ehablilhed  for  twenty  years  paft,  the 
number  of  additional  officers  appointed  in  each  year,  with  the  names  of  the 
perfons,  and  falary  annexed  to  each  office. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  faid,  he  ffiould  not  refift  the  motion,  unlefs 
it  had  for  its  object  the  cenfure  of  the  revenue  board. 

IMr.  Grattan  avowed  vigilance  over  the  public  expenditures,  and  retrench- 
ment of  expences,  as  principal  objeHs  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  more 
efpecially  in  the  revenue  department,  Avhere,  he  was  convinced,  great  abufes 
had  exifted.  As  the  honorable  member  had  moved  the  inquiry,  he  lliould 
have  his  concurrence  and  fupport,  and  every  aid  confident  with  the  variety  of 
his  avocations. 

Sir  Laurence  Parfons  wifhed  the  meafure  had  been  fuftered  to  come  from 
adminiftration,  as  moft  likely,  in  that  cafe,  to  be  efficient. 

Mr.  Mafon  profclfed  himfelf  ready  to  contribute  his  aid  moft  chearfully  to 
the  inquiry  propofed  by  the  honorable  member,  and  he  could  anftrer  to  the 
fame  purpofe  for  the  commiftioners  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Graydon’s  motion  was  carried  (being  only  oppofed  by  the  fingle  nega- 
tive of  Colonel  Blaquiere)  and  the  committee  was  appointed  to  fit  on  the 
morrow. 

The  refolutions  of  the  cabinet  were  not  inftantly  followed  up  by  a 
recall:  the  faft  was  confidentially  known  to  many,  though  publicly  avowed 

he  difeovered  what  the  noble  Earl  now  owned  to  be  the  cafe,  before  he  was  convinced  of  his  inten- 
tion to  embarrafs  the  king’s  government,  and  that  a very  perfeft  fyftem  had  been  formed  with  the 
minifters  at  home  for  accomplifliing  that  end.  That  which  he  had  fenfibly  felt  in  Ireland  was  now 
avowed  in  England,  and  it  feemed  there  was  no  hefitation  in  acknowledging  the  courfe  which  had 
been  previoufly  arranged.” 
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by  none.  The  fame  parliamentary  condu6l  was  purfued,  as  if  no  fuch  change 
were  in  agitation.  On  the  17th  of  February  * IMr.  Grattan,  after  a few  obfer- 
vations  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  police  eftablilliment  to  the  protedtion  of  the 
citizens,  and  the  enormity  of  its  expences,  moved  the  houfe  to  come  to  the 
following  refolution,  “ that  the  prefent  police  is  an  experiment  found  to  be 
“ inadequate  for  the  protedtion  of  the  citizens,  and  exorbitant  in  its  expence ; 
“ and  it  is  therefore  expedient  that  it  be  put  down  by  adl  of  parliament,  and  an 
“ inftitution  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a parochial  watch  inftituted  in  its  Read.” 

IMr.  Marcus  Beresford  diffented  from  this  refolution,  as  going  to  contradidt 
what  the  houfe  had  fo  often  refolved  to  be  otherwife,  and  in  as  much  as  the 
police  had  proved  infinitely  fuperior  to  any  eftablilliment  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  a divifion.  Pe- 
titions continued  to  flow  in  daily  from  difterent  bodies  of  the  Catholics : but 
notliing  worthy  of  particular  notice  occurred  till  the  26th  of  the  month,  at 
which  time  the  recall  of  the  viceroy  v^as  fpoken  of  as  a certainty.  On  that 
day  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons,  who  with  Mr.  Duquerry  had  hitherto  Rood  alone  in 
oppofition  to  the  government  upon  the  queftion  of  war,  rofe  and  faid,  f that 
with  the  deepeft  concern  he  noticed  a prevailing  rumour,  that  their  viceroy 
was  about  to  retire  from  the  high  Ration  which  he  filled.  He  hoped  it  was 
falfe:  for  that  nobleman’s  public  and  private  v'irtues  not  only  endeared  him 
to  all  ranks  of  people,  under  whofe  aufpicious  adminiftration,  and  the  talents 
and  integrity  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  aided  his  councils,  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  taught  to  expect  the  adoption  of  meafures  the  moft  falutarv  for  their 
happinefs,  conciliation,  and  profperity.  He  trufted  that  if  it  were,  the  right 
honorable  and  honorable  members  oppofite  to  him,  v’ho  poli’efled  the  con- 
fidence of  government,  would  fay  fo  candidly,  and  that  they  would  go  ftill 
further,  and  ftate  alfo  the  caufe. 

Paufing  a minute  and  receiving  no  immediate  anfwer,  Sir  Lawrence  added, 
he  was  fony  to  be  obliged  to  conftrue  the  filence  of  the  right  honorable  and 
honorable  gentlemen  into  a confirmation  of  this  rumour;  and  he  deplored 
moft  deeply  the  event,  which,  at  the  prefent  time,  muft  tend  to  throw  alarming 
doubts  on  the  promifes,  which  had  been  held  out  to  the  people,  of  meafures  to 
be  adopted  for  the  promotion  of  their  happinefs,  the  conciliation  of  their 
minds,  and  the  common  attachment  of  every  clafs  of  his  majefty’s  faithful 
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fubjecis  of  Ireland,  in  fupport  of  the  fame  happy  conftitution.  If  thofe  inea" 
fares  were  now  to  be  relinquifhed,  which  gentlemen  had  promifed  with  fo 
much  confidence  to  the  country,  and  on  the  faith  of  which,  the  houfe  had 
been  called  on  to  vote  the  enormous  fum  of  one  million  feven  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  he  muft  confider  his  country  as  brought  to  the  moft  awful  and 
alarming  crifis  fiie  had  ever  known  in  any  period  of  her  hiftory. 

If  the  rumoured  refignation  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  arofe  from  any  new  reftridlion 
on  his  withes  to  realize  the  profeffions  of  his  adminiftration,  or  to  fill  his  high 
fiation  Avitl:i  honor,  his  refignation  reflected  the  higheft  luftre  on  the  dignity  of 
his  nature  and  the  purity  of  his  principles;  but  as  he  ftill  hoped  meafures  had 
not  proceeded  to  that  length,  which  muft  deprive  this  country  at  fo  awful,  fo 
interefting,  and  fo  critical  a period,  of  the  aufpices  of  a nobleman,  who 
came  the  harbinger  and  tbe  hoftage  of  her  political  falvation,  he  thought  the 
heft  meafure  to  be  adopted  was  to  move  for  an  addrefs  to  his  excellency  to 
implore  his  continuance  amongft  them.  He  had  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion 
draAvn  heads  of  an  addrefs  for  the  purpofe  ; to  the  form  or  wording  of  which 
he  had  no  partial  attachment,  but  fiiould  fubmit  it  to  fuch  alteration  and 
amendment  as  the  houfe  fhould  think  proper  to  adopt. 

]\Ir.  Duquery  feconded  the  motion,  and  entered  on  a ftriking  but  gloomy 
picture  of  the  fituation  of  his  country,  under  circumftances  fo  truly  to  be  de- 
precated as  the  departure  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  the  defeat  of  thofe  meafures 
which  were  to  have  been  the  pride  and  glory  of  his  adminiftration,  and  moft 
likely  the  falvation  of  the  country.  The  rumour  had  already  thrown  a gloom 
over  the  public  countenance,  and  caft  a defpondency  into  the  popular  bofom, 
and  he  could  not  refle6t,  but  vfith  forrow  and  alarm,  on  the  confequence 
W'hich  might  follow  the  going  forth  of  thofe  circumftances  to  the  country. 

llejuftified  himfelf  and  the  honorable  baronet  from  the  idea  (which  he 
difdained)  of  a peevifh  oppofition.  He  confefled  he  and  the  honorable  ba- 
ronet differed  from  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  refpe6ling  a 
ruinous  war,  and  in  fome  points  of  taxation,  which  bore  heavily  on  the 
poor ; but  they  had,  however,  agreed  in  all  that  they  conceived  neceffary  to 
the  profperity  and  happinefs  of  the  country,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  go- 
vernment; but  if  after  voting  the  enormous  fupply  of  1,700,000/.  tofave,  if 
poffible,  the  empire  from  deftru6lion,  they  Avere  to  be  deprived  of  the  admi- 
niftration of  the  nobleman,  to  whom  the  people  looked  up  with  confidence, 
he  feared  the  great  and  falutary  meafures  of  reform,  retrenchment,  and  re- 

fponlibility 
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fponfibility  would  vanilh,  and  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  inftead  of  the  ac- 
coinplilhment  of  their  hopes,  Avould  have  the  gate  of  the  caftle  flapped  m 
their  faces,  and  be  refufed  the  bleflings  of  the  conflitution. 

He  made  fevere  obfervations  on  Mr.  Pitt’s  condu6l,  who,  not  fatisfied  with, 
having  involved  the  empire  in  a difaftrous  war,  intended  to  complete  the 
mifchief  by  riflcing  the  internal  peace  of  Ireland,  making  the  friends  of  that 
country  the  dupes  of  his  fraud  and  artifice,  in  order  to  fwindle  the  nation 
out  of  1,700,000/.  to  fupport  the  war,  on  the  faith  of  meafures  \diich  it  now 
feemed  were  to  be  refufed. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  hoped  it  would  not  be  imputed  to  any  idea  of  dif- 
refped,  if  he  declined  to  anfwer  the  queftion  touching  an  alleged  rumour, 
and  hoped  he  fliould  be  excufed  for  moving  the  order  of  the  day  ; the  fub- 
jed;  was  delicate  ; no  man  in  that  houfe  was  authorized  to  admit  or  contra- 
di6l  the  rumour ; the  houfe  had  not  any  cognizance  on  the  matter  to  war- 
rant parliamentary  proceeding ; a day  would  come,  and  was  not  far  diftant, 
when  he,  for  one,  iLould  have  no  objedion  to  anfwer  any  queftions ; he  fug- 
gefted  the  prudence  of  vdthdrawing  the  motion  for  the  prefent,  to  which 

Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  acceded. 

On  the  2d  of  IMarch,  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  made  a very  violent  fpeech, 
in  which  he  feverely  reprobated  the  condu6l  of  the  Britifli  cabinet,  with  re- 
ference to  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  But  the  great  object  of  the  motion  he  meant  to 
make,  was  to  calm  the  public  mind,  to  give  the  people  an  aflurance,  that 
the  meafures  which  were  propofed,  Avould  not  be  abandoned ; that  the  par- 
liament would  keep  the  means  in  their  hands  until  they  were  accompliihed  ; 
and  that  they  would  not  be  prorogued  until  they  were  fairly  and  fully  dif- 
culfed.  He  did  not  pretend  to  fay  fpecifically  what  thefe  meafures  were. 
The  firft  he  believed  to  be  the  Catholic  bill ; and  if  a refiftance  to  any  one 
meafure  more  than  another  was  likely  to  promote  dreadful  confequences  it  w’as 
this.  He  faid  nothing  as  to  the  original  propriety  of  the  meafure;  but  this 
much  he  would  fay,  that  if  the  Irifli  adminiftration  had  countenanced  the 
Catholics  in  this  expetlation,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Britilh  cabinet, 
they  had  much  to  anfwer  for.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Britifli  cabinet  had 
held  out  an  aflent,  and  had  afterwards  retraced ; if  the  dasmon  of  dark- 
nefs  fliOLild  come  from  the  infernal  regions  upon  earth,  and  throw  afire-brand 
amongft  the  people,  he  could  not  do  more  to  promote  mifchief.  Tire  hopes 
4)f  the  public  were  raifed,  and  in  one  inftant  they  were  blafted.  If  the  houfe 
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did  not  refent  that  infult  to  the  nation  and  to  themfelv'es,  they  would  in  his 
mind  be  mofl;  contemptible ; for  although  a majority  of  the  people  might  fub- 
mit  to  have  their  rights  withheld,  they  would  never  fubmit  to  be  mocked  in 
fo  barefaced  a manner.  The  cafe  was  not  as  formerly,  when  all  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  was  againft  the  Catholics ; and  to  back  them,  the  force  of 
England.  Now,  although  the  claim  of  the  Catholics  was  well  knowm  and 
underftood,  not  one  petition  controverting  it  had  been  prefented  from  Pro- 
teRants  in  any  part  of  Ireland.  No  remonftrance  appeared,  no  county 
meeting  had  been  held.  What  was  to  be  inferred  from  all  this,  but  that  the 
fentiments  of  the  Proteftants  were  for  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics  ? 
A meeting  was  held  on  Saturday  laft  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  the  metropolis,  which  was  as  numeroufly  attended  as  the 
limits  of  that  building  would  admit.  The  governor  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
was  in  the  chair.  An  addrefs  was  refolved  on  to  his  excellency  Lord  Fitz- 
william,  full  of  affedtion,  and  refolutions  ftrong  as  they  could  be  in  counte- 
nance of  the  Catholic  claim.  He  would  alk  them,  Avas  the  Britilh  miniller 
to  controul  all  the  interefts,  talents,  and  inclinations  in  that  country?  He 
protefted  to  God,  that  in  all  the  hiftory  he  had  read,  he  had  never  met  with 
a parallel  of  Rich  ominous  infatuation  as  that  by  which  he  appeared  to  be  led. 
“ Let  him  perfevere,”  faid  he,  “ and  you  muft  encreafe  your  army  to  my- 
“ riads  ; every  man  muft  have  five  or  fix  dragoons  in  his  houfe.”  He  mov- 
ed, “ that  the  words  in  the  money  bill  (then  before  the  houfe)  the  25th  of 
“ March,  1796,  fliould  be  expunged,  and  the  Avords  25th  of  May  inferted 
“ in  their  room.” 

Mr.  Tighe,  junior,  in  a fcAv  Avords  approved  of  the  fentiments  delh'^ered  by 
the  honorable  baronet,  and  feconded  his  motion. 

]\Ir.  Conolly  complimented  the  honorable  baronet  upon  the  able  manner 
in  Avhich  he  had  brought  foi  Avard  the  queftion.  If  he  fiiould  not  hear  fome- 
thing  very  fatisfadory,  he  Avould  certainly  vote  for  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  ^lonk  Mafon  moft  feverely  re- 
probated the  motion,  as  contravening  the  principles  of  the  very  gentlemen 
Avho  fupported  it.  It  Avas  a motion  fraught  Avith  inconfiftency,  mifchief,  and 
danger.  ScA^eral  gentlemen  fpoke  Avith  great  Avarmth  upon  the  fubje^l  on 
both  fides.  Mr.  Duquery  Avas  very  pointed  on  the  condu6l  of  the  Britilh 
cabinet.  He  entreated  the  treafury  bench  not  to  interfere,  but  to  leave  gentle- 
men to  the  impulfe  of  their  honeft  feelings.  He  had  long  Avatched  the  Britilh 
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cabinet,  and  had  ever  difcerned  in  it  a Rrong  propenfity  to  treat  Ireland 
with  infult  and  contempt.  It  had  done  fo  in  1779,  and  17S3,  and  was 
brought  to  reafon  by  a ihort  money  bill.  He  pledged  himfelf,  that  if  tried  a 
third  time  it  would  fucceed.  Lord  Milton  called  upon  the  houfe  to  go  along 
with  him  in  the  delicate  fituation  in  which  he  Rood,  and  in  confideration  of 
the  painful  fenfations  of  his  mind.  It  was  not  for  him  to  go  into  the  mo- 
tives of  gentlemen  in  their  actions,  as  had  been  done  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate;  it  was  fufficient  for  him,  to  hear  their  arguments  and  reafoning, 
and  upon  thefe  grounds  to  form  his  opinion.  But  he  muft  fay  at  once,  that 
it  was  impolfible  for  him  to  aflent  to  a motion  fo  fraught  with  danger  to  the 
whole  empire.  What  inducement  could  be  fo  tempting  to  the  Frenchmen  to 
endeavour  to  land  on  our  coafts  as  a fliort  money  bill?  What  greater  damp 
could  be  thrown  upon  their  military  arrangements  than  to  find  them  two 
months  hence  as  backward  as  they  then  were,  which  mufl;  be  a confequence  if 
the  motion  fiiould  pafs,  by  retarding  the  recruiting  fervice.  What  ftronger 
encouragement  could  be  given  to  incendiaries,  if  incendiaries  there  were  in  the 
country,  than  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  withhold  the  fupplies  from  go- 
vernment? Seeing  fo  much  loyalty,  fo  much  fpirit,  fo  much  attachment  to  the 
crown  on  the  commencement  of  the  feffion,  at  every  part  of  the  houfe,  he  was 
furely  fafe  in  relying  upon  the  feelings  of  gentlemen,  and  trufting  to  their  mo- 
deration. However  hiorh  the  charafter  of  the  nobleman  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment,  however  refpefted,  and  juftly  refpefted,  and  elevated  his  rank,  if 
that  confideration  fiiould  weigh  againft  the  public  caufe,  he  fiiould  be  very 
forry,  he  fiiould  be  very  much  mortified  and  utterly  difappointed. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  a long  debate  IMr.  Conolly  propoied  a mediation  or 
compofition  : not  but  that  he  confidered  a three  months  money  bill,  and  one 
for  nine  months  afterwards,  as  good  fecurity  as  one  for  a year.  He  infifted, 
that  the  ftrengtli  of  Ireland  lay  in  its  confidence  in  theprefent  adminifiratioii. 
The  fpeaker  wifiied  Mr.  Conolly  not  to  prefs  his  conipromife,  and  the  houfe 
divided,  24  for  and  146  againft  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons’  motion.  i\Ir.  Conolly' 
then  propofed  three  refolutions.  “ ] . That  his  excellency  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
“ had,  by  his  condu6t  fince  his  arrival  in  that  kingdom,  merited  the  thanks 
“ of  that  houfe  and  the  confidence  of  the  people.  2.  That  to  prorogue  the 
“ parliament  before  the  grievances,  of  which  the  people  complained  were 
“ redrefled,  would  he  highly  inexpedient.  3.  That  the  foregoing  refolutions 
be  laid  before  his  majefty.”  I'he  firft  of  thefe  refoluticns  was  carried  una- 
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nimoufly ; the  two  other,  at  the  inftance  of  Lord  JMilton  and  Mr.  Grattan,* 
were  withdrawn.  On  the  next  day,  the  fpeaker  reported  to  the  houfe  his 
excellency’s  anfwer  to  the  refolution  of  the  preceding  day ; viz.  “ that  it 
“ gave  him  infinite  fatisfaClion  to  find  by  that  unanimous  refolution,  that  his 
“ public  conduct  fmce  his  arrival  in  that  kingdom,  had  appeared  to  them  to 
“ be  deferving  of  their  thanks,  and  to  entitle  him  to  the  confidence  of  the 
“ people.”  On  the  lOth  of  IMarch,  the  houfe  adjourned  to  the  24th,  when 
the  money  bills  were  carried  up  to  the  lords,!  the  houfe  then  further  ad- 
journed 

* 15  Par.  Deb.  p.  142.  It  was  an  unprecedented  fingularily,  that  Mr.  Grattan  fliould  have  affifted 
at  a debate  of  fo  much  importance,  and  fo  interefting  to  his  feelings,  without  joining  in  it.  Al- 
though it  muft  be  prefumed,  that  the  bent  of  his  opinion  was  for  a fliort  money  bill,  yet  the  fym- 
pathizing  refpeft  for  the  lord  lieutenant  held  him  back,  left  it  fliould  be  objeded,  that  the  objefts 
they  contended  for,  were  men,  not  meafures;  and  that  rather  than  fail,  they  were  ready  to  obftrudt 
the  bufinefs  and  counteradl  the  welfare  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Barrington,  who  oppofed  the  motion, 
not  ineptly  reprefented  the  government  in  an  une.xampled  iituation  ; officers  without  offices,  and 
minifters  without  place  or  refponfibility  j with  particular  allufion  to  Mr.  Grattan. 

4 The  following  was  the  fpeech  on  delivering  the  money  bills.  “ The  commons  attend  your 
“ excellency  with  their  fupplies,  which  go  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  eveiy  eftimate  and  delire  laid 
“ before  them  by  his  majefty’s  minifters,  and  are  much  larger  than  have  been  ever  granted  in  any 
” one  feffion  ; but  it  is  their  determined  refolution  at  all  times  to  ftand  or  fall  with  Great  Britain  ; 
and  that  refolution  is  now,  if  poflible,  ftill  more  ftrengthened  by  every  circumftance  of  foreign 
and  internal  conlideration  in  thefe  eventful  times,  they  therefore  feel  it  their  duty,  their  intereft, 
and  their  anxious  wiffi,  to  fupport  the  empire  through  the  prefent  unprovoked  and  deftrudlive 
war,  with  all  that  is  moft  dear  to  them,  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

“ In  their  appropriation  of  thefe  fupplies,  they  have  ftiewn  their  early  attention  to  the  fure  and 
" national  ftrength  of  the  Britilh  empire,  her  navy,  by  granting  200,000/.  for  procuring  feamen  j 
“ and  they  have  provided  for  augmenting  the  militia,  an  inftitution  which,  by  the  indefatigable 
“ exertions  both  of  men  and  officers,  is  the  admiration,  and  will  be  the  falvation  of  this  kingdom. 

“ It  is  owing  to  the  unexampled  profperity  and  growing  refources  of  the  nation,  that  they  now 
“ offer  to  his  majefty,  without  laying  much  additional  burthen  on  the  people,  or  leffening  thofe 
bounties  and  pecuniary  encouragements  under  which  trade  and  manufadtures  have  encreafed  and 
“ are  encreafing,  and  the  fame  caufes  have  allowed  them,  amidft  thefe  liberal  fupplies,  to  gratify 
“ his  majefty’s  paternal  benevolence,  and  their  own  anxious  feelings,  by  relieving  all  the  poorer 
''  claffes  from  the  tax  of  hearth-money. 

**  Satisfied,  however,  tliat  thofe  refources  and  that  profperity  cannot  be  permanent  without  an 
effedtual  attention  to  the  fobriety  of  the  people,  to  their  morals,  and  peaceable  fubordination  to 
the  laws,  they  have,  by  an  arrangement  of  duties,  which  promifes  alfo  an  encreafe  of  revenue, 
relieved  the  brewery  from  all  reftridlion  of  taxes,  fo  as  to  give  it  a decided  advantage  over  the 
diftillery,  and  thereby  difcourage  the  too  frequent  or  immoderate  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  a 

“ meafure 
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journed  to  the  13th  of  April,  in  order  to  allow  time  for  the  new  arrange- 
ments. 

The  report  of  Earl  Fitzwilliani’s  intended  removal  was  no  fooner  credited, 
than  an  univerfal  defpondency,  in  fome  inftances  bordering  on  defperation, 
feized  the  whole  nation.  ^Meetings  were  formed  throughout  the  king- 
dom, in  order  to  convey  to  their  beloved  and  refpected  governor,  their  high 
fenfe  of  his  virtue  and  patriotifm,  and  their  juft  indignation  at  his  and  their 
country’s  enemies.  The  deep  and  fettled  fpirit  of  difcontent  which  at  this 
time  pervaded  all  ranks  of  people,  was  not  confined  to  the  Catholies.  The 
Diflenters  and  as  many  of  the  Proteftants  of  the  eftablifliment,  as  had  not 
an  intereft  in  that  monopoly  of  power  and  influence,  which  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
had  fo  openly  attacked  and  fo  fearfully  alanned,  felt  the  irrefiftible  effect : 
all  good  Irifhmen  beheld  with  forrow  and  indignation,  the  reconciliation  of 
all  parties,  interefts,  and  religions  defeated,  the  cup  of  national  union  dafiied 
from  their  eager  lips,  and  the  fpirit  of  difcord  let  loofe  upon  the  kingdom 
with  an  enlarged  commiflion  to  enflame,  aggravate,  and  deftroy.  Such  were 
the  feelings,  and  fuch  the  language  of  thofe,  who  deplored  the  removal  of 
tnat  nobleman,  in  the  critical  moment  of  giving  peace,  ftrength,  and  prof- 
perity  to  their  country.  And  how  large  a part  of  the  Iriih  nation  lamented 
the  lofs  of  their  truly  patriotic  governor,  may  be  read  in  the  numberlefs  ad- 
drelfes  and  refolutions,  that  poured  in  upon  him  both  before  and  after  his 
actual  departure,  expreflive  of  their  grief,  defpair,  and  indignation  at  that 
ominous  event.  They  came  from  every  defcription  of  perfons,  but  from 
Right  Boys,  Defenders,  and  the  old  dependants  upon  the  Caftle.  The 
Catholics  of  Dublin  took  the  lead  and  the  moft  effectual  means,  they  could 
devife  for  preventing  the  removal  of  Lord  FitzM’illiara  from  his  government 

they 

" meafure  which  mufl:  conduce  to  fobriety,  tranquillity  and  content,,  and  under  which  the  people, 
“ encouraged  to  regular  induftry,  and  the  confequent-acquilition  of  wealth,  muft  feel  the  blefSngs 
" of  the  happy  conftitution  under  which  they  live,  and  cherifli  and  prefervc  it  from  all  change  or 
" innovation.” 

* At  a naoft  numerous  and  refpeftable  meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  convened 
by  public  notice,  at  the  Chapel,  Francis  Street,  on  Friday  the  27th  of  February,  1795. 

Edward  Byrne,  in  the  Chair. 

The  gentlemen  who  fummoned  this  meeting,  viz.  Mr.  Byrne,  Mr.  Hamill,  Mr.  M'Donnel,  Dr. 
Ryan,  Dr.  M'Neven,  Mr.  Keogh,  Mr.  Braughall,  Mr.  Sweetman,  Mr.  M'Cormick,  having 
Rated  that  a report  was  circulated,  with  great  confidence,  that  the  bill  for  the  total  emancipation 
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they  deputed  three  of  their  body  to  prefent  a petition  to  the  king  at  the  levee, 
praying  on  behalf  of  their  body,  that  his  majefty  would  begracioufly  pleafed 
to  continue  his  excellency  in  the  government  of  Ireland. 

On 

of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  was,  under  the  influence  of  the  Britifli  cabinet,  to  be  refifted  in  parlia- 
ment ; and  confequently,  that  this  country  was  foon  to  be  deprived  of  our  prefent  valuable  and 
moft  refpefted  viceroy. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  faid  gentlemen  do  forthwith  frame  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty, 
''  exprefllve  of  our  feelings  in  the  prefent  momentous  and  alarming  crifis.” 

And  the  faid  addrefs  having  been  accordingly  prepared  and  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 

“ Refolved,  with  one  diflentient  to  one  paragraph  only,  that  the  faid  addrefs  do  Hand  as  the 
addrefs  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  Edward  Byrne,  Efq.  John  Keogh,  Efq.  and  Baron  Huflfey,  of 
‘‘  Galtrim,  be  and  are  hereby  requefted  to  prefent  the  faid  addrefs  to  his  majefty  in  perfon. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  above  gentlemen  be  direded  to  frame  and  deliver  proper  in- 
ftrudions  to  our  deputation,  now  appointed  to  prefent  our  addrefs  to  his  majefty. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  his  excellency  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
“ is  about  to  depart  from  this  country  a Angular  and  fplendid  inftance  of  a viceroy  ; facrificing 
“ power  and  fltuation  to  the  intereft  of  Ireland;  in  confequence,  as  we  apprehend,  of  a negative 
“ put  upon  his  virtuous  attempts  to  reform  inveterate  abufes  in  the  government,  to  call  to  his 
“ councils  men  polfefling  the  confldence  of  the  nation,  and  to  receive  to  the  bofom  of  the  confti- 
“ tution  a whole  people. 

“ Refolved  therefore,  unanimoufly,  that  an  addrefs  exprefllve  of  our  efteem,  veneration,  and 
atfedion  for  our  prefent  viceroy,  and  of  our  fincere  anxiety  at  the  reports  of  his  fpeedy  depar- 
“ ture,  be  forthwith  prepared.” 

And  the  fame  having  been  accordingly  prepared  and  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  faid  addrefs  do  ftand  as  the  addrefs  of  the  Catholics  of  Dub- 
“ lin,  and  that  it  be  presented  to  his  excellency  in  the  moft  refpe6tful  manner. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  above  gentlemen  be,  and  are  hereby  intruded  in  our  name, 
“ and  on  our  behalf  to  addrefs  die  Right  Honorable  Henry  Grattan,  the  mover  of  our  bill,  and  the 
“ other  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  engaged  to  fecond  and  fupport  it,  and  to  teftify  to  them 
“ the  grateful  fenfe  we  entertain  of  their  liberality,  patriotifm  andjuftice. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  fincere  thanks  of  this  meeting  be,  and  are  hereby  prefented  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Belfaft,  for  their  early,  fteady,  and  uniform  fupport  of  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion  ; a condudt,  which  at  once  evinces  their  love  of  liberty,  their  loyalty  to  their  fovereign,  and 
“ their  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin,  being  juftly  due,  are  hereby 
“ moft  refpe£tfully  offered  to  the  gentlemen  who  fummoned  this  meeting,  for  their  very  proper 
“ conduct  and  fpirited  exertions  on  our  behalf. 

“ It e/h/rer/ unanimoufly,  that  a report  of  the  ftate  of  the  Catholics,  from  the  pafling  of  the  late 
" in  their  ftivor,  to  this  day  be  prepared,  and  that  the  faid  report  be  laid  before  the  Catholics  of 
“■  Dublin  at  their  next  meeting.” 

Mr, 
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On  the  5th  of  IMarch,  the  Duke  of  Leinfter  in  the  Iloufe  of  Lords  rofe, 
at  a late  hour,  and  after  prefacing  what  he  was  about  to  propofe,  with  a 
warm  and  atfedlionate  eulogy  upon  the  charadler  of  Lord  Fitzwilliani,  moved 
the  following  rcfolution,  “ that  his  excellency  Earl  Fitzwilliani  fince  his  ar- 
“ rival  in  this  kingdom  has  by  his  public  condu6t  merited  the  thanks  of 
“ this  houfe  and  the  confidence  of  the  country.”  Lord  Dillon  oppofed  the 
motion  : all  he  found,  that  his  excellency  had  done  fmce  his  arrival,  was  to 
difplace  certain  gentlemen  from  office,  by  which  an  expence  of  2,200/.  per 
annum  had  been  impofed  on  the  country.  Earl  Portarlington  fupported  the 
refolution  ; fpoke  highly  in  commendation  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  affert- 
ed,  that  he  had  done  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  country  in  fome  few  weeks, 
than  others  had  done  in  fo  many  years.  The  IMarcpiis  of  Waterford,  though 
he  had  ahvays  from  his  youth  whlied  well  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  thought 
they  were  more  perfonally  indebted  to  the  beneficence  of  their  fovereign 
than  to  his  lieutenant,  and  was  againft  the  motion.  Lord  Dunfany  fupported 
and  the  Bilhop  of  Cloyne  oppofed  the  refolution.  Lord  G lent  worth  oppofed 
the  refolution,  and  launched  out  into  a panegyric  on  the  Weftmorland  admi- 
iiiftration.  Lord  Donoughmore  fpoke  the  moft  at  large  and  vehemently  in 
fupport  of  the  refolution.  It  was  impoffible  that  every  one  lliould  not  know, 
in  how  eminent  a degree  the  noble  earl  poflcfi’ed  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try. He  referred  to  the  addrelies  of  afllection  and  refpedt  from  without 
doors,  which  had  been  pouring  in  from  every  corner  of  the  kingdom  ; all 
deferiptions  of  perfons,  all  political  and  all  religious  opinions  blended  in 
one  unanimous  expreffion  of  reliance  upon  his  excellency’s  virtues  and  the 
principles  of  his  adminiftration.  He  referred  to  the  agreement  of  the  Com- 
mons on  every  great  queffion  touching  his  excellency’s  government,  their 
unanimous  adoption  of  a fimilar  refolution,  and  above  all,  to  the  extraordi- 
nary magnitude  of  the  fupply,  vaft  beyond  precedent,  and  confided  to  his 
excellency  Avith  a confidence  wholly  unexampled.  The  Bifhop  of  Oflbry 
warmly  fupported  the  refolution  ; he  entered  with  great  energy  into  the  com- 
mendation of  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  virtues  : he  had  come  over  to  that  kingdom 

Mr.  Byrne  having  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braughall  having  taken  it, 

Refoked  unanimoufly,  that  our  Blanks  are  prefented  to  Edward  Byrne,  Efq.  for  his  very  pro- 
“ per  and  dignified  condu6l  in  the  chair. 

''  By  Order  of  the  Meeting, 

“ Richard  M'Cormick,  Sec. 

3 s with 


VoL.  IL 


5o6 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


with  the  pureft  views  of  correQing  ahufes  and  eftablifhing  permanent  peace 
and  harmony  throughout  the  kingdom.  He  w^as  followed  in  the  fame  ftrain 
by  his  brother  of  Killala.  The  chancellor  faid,  he  had  high  refpedt  for  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  and  was  ready  to  compliment  his  lordlhip  in  any  terms  becoming 
the  dignity  of  that  aflembly : but  the  refolution  brought  fo  ftrongly  to  his 
mind  the  phrafcology  of  the  French  convention ; and  if  the  noble  mover  of 
the  refolution  w^ould  not  amend  it,  he  w^ould  himfelf  propofe  an  amendment : 
at  which  the  Duke  of  Leinher  was  fo  fore,  that  he  declared,  feldom  as  he 
troubled  their  lordfliips  on  any  occafion,  if  he  were  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have 
his  refolution  rejected,  he  never  would  open  his  lips  within  thofe  walls  again. 
The  chancellor  finding  that  the  Duke  perfifted  in  his  refolution,  was  about  to 
propofe  an  amendment,  w'hen  the  Bifiiop  of  Otfory  moved,  that  the  words, 
the  confidence  and  thanks  of  this  Iwufe,  fiiould  be  fubftituted  for  the  words 
the  thanks  of  this  houfe  and  confidence  of  the  nation  ; with  which  amendment 
the  refolution  paffed.  There  was  evident  propriety  in  this  amendment : for 
the  confidence  of  the  lords  was  all  that  \ras  w'anting  to  complete  the  full 
exprefiTion  of  the  confidence  of  the  whole  difinterefted  and  independent  part 
of  the  people,  after  the  unanimous  vote  of' their  reprefentatives  in  the  com- 
mons, and  the  unequivocal  approbation  of  all  clafifes  out  of  parliament. 

This  period  of  Irifli  hiftory  has  been  particularly  marked  with  mifreprefen- 
tion  and  obloquy.*  That  it  led  to  fatal  events,  is  notorioufly  true.  Inaf- 
much,  how^ever,  as  the  moft  oppofite  effects  have  been  generally  attributed  to 
the  fame  eaufes  by  the  oppofite  parties  in  Ireland,  and  even  in  Great  Britain, 
hiftorical  juftice  requires  an  undifguifed  fiatement  of  the  fa6ts.  The  annexa- 
tion of  eaufes  and  effects  Avill  reft  with  the  impartial  reader. 

The  ferment  in  the  country  w'as  greatly  increafed  by  the  rumours  that 
were  then  afloat  coneerning  thefe  extraordinary  movements  in  the  cabinets  of 
both  kingdoms.  No  fooner  had  the  original  plan  of  Irifli  reform  been  pro- 
je6led  and  agreed  upon  by  the  Portland  part  of  the  Britilh  eabinet,  than  JMr, 

* Lord  Clare  obferved,  (Speech  on  Union,  p.  72)  “ I ftate  with  perfeft  confidence,  that  the 
“ feditious  and  treafonable  confpiracies  which  liave  brought  this  country  to  the  verge  of  ruin,  are 
the  natural  offspring  of  the  adjuftment  of  1782  ; the  convulfion  in  1789  gave  birth  to  the  Whig 
“ inflitution  : the  rebel  confederacy  of  the  Irifh  union  was  an  improvement  upon  it;  and  we  now 
''  fee  the  reliques  of  the  Whig  inflitution  in  the  malk  of  liberty,  inculcating  the  principles,  and 
adopting  the  means  originally  devifed  by  the  rebel  confederacy  of  the  Iriflr  union,  to  abolifli  the 
religion,  and  fubvert  the  monarchy  of  Ireland. 


Beresford, 
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Beresford,  who  well  knew  that  his  political  power  would  be  put  dow’n,  ap- 
plied to  a higher  power  in  order  to  fupport  himfelf  againft  the  attack  when- 
ever it  diould  be  made.  In  the  preceding  autumn  he  had  flown  to  England 
on  the  firfl;  rumour  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  appointment,  and  had  folloM'ed  his 
majefly  to  Weymouth,  where  he  had  been  honored  with  a private  audi- 
ence, in  which  he  is  reported  to  have  reprefented  in  the  moft  lively  co- 
lours his  uniform  attachment  to  every  adminiftration  during  a period  of 
twenty-five  years,  his  decided  hatred  to  reforms  of  government  of  every 
kind,  and  the  repeated  afllirances  of  protedlion  which  he  had  invariably 
received  from  that  party,  which  had  long  been  known  by  the  title  of  the 
King’s  Friends.  Surer  protedlion  he  could  not  have  received.  By  command 
from  the  highefi;  authority  he  attended  a council,  in  which  the  reftoration  of 
himfelf  and  friends  was  unanimoufl)'^  voted  : and  he  received  a letter  in  JMr. 
Pitt’s  own  hand  writing,  directing  him  to  return  to  Ireland  immediately  and 
refume  his  fituation  at  the  revenue  board  ; and  to  afliire  his  friends,  the  at- 
torney and  folicitor  general,  that  the  king  would  not  accept  of  their  refig- 
nations:  and  at  the  fame  time  orders  were  difpatched  to  the  lord-lieutenant 
of  a fimilar  tendency,  from  the  office  of  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Portland. 
With  the  knowledge  of  thefe  fads,  the  Catholics  fent  over  the  three  gentlemen 
already  mentioned,  hoping,  that  as  their  former  refuge  to  the  royal  patronage 
had  defeated  the  combined  power  of  the  Irifli  government  and  parliament, 
this  fecond  application  would  at  leaft  counterad  the  private  efforts  of  one  or 
more  individuals  adually  in  oppofition  to  his  majefty’s  government.  They 
little  knew  the  vaft  powers  of  the  internal  wheels  of  the  cabinet.  By  them 
Earl  Fitzwilliam’s  adminiftration,  fupported  as  it  was  by  the  native  independ- 
ence of  all  Ireland,  Aras  overfet  with  the  fame  facility,  Avith  which  an  excife- 
man  would  have  been  difplaccd.  The  nation  felt  indignant  at  what  they 
confidered  an  infult  and  humiliation  to  the  Irifli  government.  The  body  of 
Catholics,  Avho  had  been  buoyed  up  with  the  hopes  of  reaping  the  firfl:  fruits 
of  the  happy  principles  of  the  new  adminiftration  in  their  own  emancipation, 
folloAvcd  a policy  perhaps  more  honorable  than  prudent,  of  making  the  moft 
open  and  unequivocal  profeffions  of  the  motives,  views,  and  principles,  which 
aduated  them  in  their  efforts  to  attain  the  full  participation  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  liberties  of  their  regenerated  country.  On  the  27th  of  February,  1 705, 
the  Catholics  of  Dublin,  at  a meeting  in  Francis-ftreet,  appointed  two  gentle- 
men of  tiieir  body  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  Mr.  Grattan,  which  fully  fpoke 
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their  feeling’s  and  fentiments  of  the  then  political  pofture  of  affairs : to  which 
they  received  an  immediate  anfwer,*  which  has  been  more  cenfured  by  the 

enemies, 


* As  tliere  will  be  future  occafion  to  refer  to  this  addrefs  and  anfwer,  they  are  now  fubmitted  to 
tire  fiew  of  the  reader  : 


“ SiK, 


To  the  Right  Hon.  Henky  Grattan. 


‘‘  WE  are  inftrudled  by  the  Catholics  of  Dublin  to  offer  you  their  humble  tri- 
“■  bute  of  thanks  and  gratitude,  as  well  for  the  eminent  fervices  which  you  have  rendered  to  this 
“ kingdom  on  various  occafions,  as  for  your  able  and  generous  exertions  in  their  caufe.  It  is  not 
“ eafy  to  do  juftice  to  the  merits  of  a man,  whofe  nanae  is  connected  with  the  moft  brilliant  events 
of  his  time,  and  who  has  already  obtained  the  higheft  of  all  titles,  the  Deliverer  of  his  Country: 
but  though  it  is  impoffible  to  add  to  your  fame,  by  any  terms  we  can  employ,  it  muft  be  grateful 
to  you  to  learn,  that  you  have  a place,  not  only  in  the  adminiftration,  but  in  the  affedtions  of 
‘‘  your  countrymen. 

‘‘  To  be  thus  loved  and  admired,  is  furely  an  enviable  diflindtion.  It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  preferve  or  purchafe  Ration  and  power  at  court,  but  to  a well-formed  mind  it  is  a fource 
“ of  purer  fatisfadtion,  than  the  favor  and  protedtion  even  of  monarchs  or  their  miniflers. 

“ Few  men  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  do  fo  much  for  their  native  land  as  you  have  done  for 
Ireland.  When  you  firfl  entered  into  public  life,  garrifon  habifs,  and  provincial  prejudices, 
were  oppofed  to  Irifh  interefls  and  feelings ; and  what  was  Rill  more  difcouraging,  the  different 
defcriptions  of  people  in  this  country,  far  from  being  to  meet  in  a common  point  for  their  mutual 
advantage,  were  kept  afunder  by  perverfe  and  unintelligible  antipathies  of  a religious  nature.  Into 
“ this  chaos  of  contradidtion  you  infufed  your  fpirit,  and  brought  order  in  feme  meafure  out  of 
“ confufion. 

The  RrR  effort  of  your  eloquence,  was  to  roufe  the  Irifli  parliament  to  alfert  its  own  depend- 
" ence  j and  notwithRanding  the  habits  of  fubjedtion  which  particular  caufes  had  induced,  you 
“ were  Riccefsful. 

At  prefent  you  are  engaged  in  a purfuit  equally  honorable  to  your  head,  and  Rill  more  to  your 
‘‘  heart.  As  mover  of  the  Catholic  bill,  you  are  endeavouring  to  inculcate  the  necelfity  of  modera- 
” tion  and  juRice,  where  you  before  infpired  courage  j and  urging  men  who  triumphed  over 
foreign  fupremacy,  to  an  adt  of  much  greater  dignity  and  difficulty,  a facrifice  of  the  prejudices 
“ of  their  youth  and  education. 

“ In  this  work,  fo  full  of  genius  and  public  fpirit,  and  which  goes  to  the  creation  of  a people, 
as  your  former  exertions  went  to  the  forming  a conRitution,  you  have  already  made  confiderable 
“ progrefs;  and  when  you  and  your  illuRrious  friends  were  called  to  the  councils  of  a virtuous 
“ viceroy,  we  looked  with  confidence  to  the  accomplifhment  of  your  patriotic  intentions. 

“ Some  enemy,  however,  to  the  king  and  to  the  people,  has  interpofed  his  malignant  and  wicked 
“ fuggefiions,  and  endeavoured  to  throw  obRacles  in  the  way  of  our  total  emancipation.  But  we 
“ are  far  from  giving  way  to  fentiments  of  defpondency  and  alarm.  We  feel  the  jufiice  of  our 
“ pretenfions ; and  we  are  perfuaded  that  what  is  juR  will  prevail  over  the  arts  of  perfidy 
" and  falfehood. 


What 
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enemies,  and  applauded  by  the  friends  of  that  gentleman,  than  any  thing  that 
ever  came  from  his  mouth. 

Soon 

What  gives  us  the  moft  fenfible  fatisfaftion,  is  tlie  general  union  of  fentiraent  that  pervades  all 
“ ranks  and  defcriptions  of  Irillimen  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Never  before  did  Ireland  fpeak  with 
a voice  fo  unanimous.  Proteftants  and  Catholics  are  at  this  moment  united,  and  feem  to  have 
“ no  other  conteft,  but  who  Ihall  refent  moft  the  outrage  that  has  been  offered  to  Irilb  pride,  in, the 
intended  removal  of  a patriotic  viceroy  from  the  government,  and  you  and  your  friends  from  the 
councils  of  this  kingdom. 

“ For  our  own  part,  it  fliall  be  our  ftudy  to  cultivate  an  union  fo  happily  begun.  We  have  no 
“ felfilb  or  narrow  views.  We  do  not  wifh  to  acquire  privileges  for  ourfelves  in  order  to  abridge 
the  privileges  of  others  ; for  we  know  that  in  matters  of  liberty  and  conftitution,  to  give  is  to  gain. 
" With  regard  to  the  men  who  may  have  the  hardihood  to  take  the  fituations,  which  you  and 
“ your  friends  are  about  to  lay  down,  if  unfortunately  for  this  country  fuch  an  event  fliould  hap- 
“ pen,  we  fhall  only  fay,  that  we  do  not  envy  them  the  fenfations  which  they  muft  take  up  at  the 
“ fame  time  5 that  man’s  temper  muft  be  of  fteel,  who  can  hold  up  his  head  amidft  the  hiffes  of  a 
“ betrayed  and  irritated  nation. 

“ As  to  you  and  your  friends,  your  departure  from  power  will  not  difturb  the  ferenity  of  your 
“ minds.  The  veneration  and  gratitude  of  the  people  will  attend  you  in  retirement,  and  will  pre- 
" ferve  you  from  refledions,  which  muft  be  the  portion  of  thofe  who  may  be  your  difmal  and  rae- 
“ lancholy  fucceftbrs. 

Signed  by  order, 

“ Thomas  Braughall, 

John  Sweetman, 

To  which  Mr.  Grattan  was  pleafed  to  return  the  following  anfwer. 

" IN  fupporting  you,  I fupport  the  Proteftant : we  have  but  one  intereft  and 
one  honor ; and  whoever  gives  privileges  to  you,  gives  vigor  to  all.  The  Proteftant  already 
“ begins  to  perceive  it : a late  attack  rallied  the  fcattered  fpirits  of  the  country  from  the  folly  of 
“ religious  fchifm  to  the  recolledion  of  national  honor,  and  a nation’s  feuds  are  loft  in  a nation’s 
''  refentment.  Your  emancipation  will  pafs,  rely  on  it  j your  emancipation  muft  pafs  : it  may  be 
“ death  to  one  viceroy — it  will  be  the  peace-offering  of  another  ■,  and  the  laurel  may  be  torn  from 
“ the  dead  brow  of  one  governor,  to  be  craftily  converted  into  the  olive  of  his  fucceffor. 

“ Let  me  advife  you  by  no  means  to  poftpone  the  confideration  of  your  fortunes  till  after  the 
” war  : rather  let  Britain  receive  the  benefits  of  your  zeal  during  the  exigency  which  demands  it  j 
and  you  yourfelves,  while  you  are  fighting  to  preferve  the  bleffings  of  a conftitution,  have  really 
“ and  bona  fide  thofe  bleflings. 

“ My  wiib  is,  that  you  may  be  free  now  : there  is  no  other  policy  which  is  not  low  and  little  : 
“ let  us  at  once  inftantly  embrace  and  greatly  emancipate. 

" On  this  principle  I mean  to  introduce  yoiu:  bill,  with  your  permiflion,  immediately  after 
the  recefs. 


You 
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Soon  after  that  anfwer  had  been  given,  the  Whig  Club,  of  which  the  leading 
friends  andfupporters  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam’s  adminiftrations  were  members,  pub- 

liflied 

You  are  pleafed  to  fpeak  of  the  confidence  and  power  with  which  for  a moment  I was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  pofiTelfed. 

'*■  When  his  majefty’s  minitlers  were  pleafed  to  refort  to  our  fupport,  they  took  us  with  the 
“ incumbrance  of  our  reputation,  and  with  all  our  debts  and  mortgages  which  we  owed  to  our 
" country. 

“ To  have  accepted  a fliare  of  a confidence  and  council  without  a view  to  private  advantage,  will 
not  meet  I hope  with  the  difapprobation  of  my  country  ; but  to  have  accepted  that  lhare  without 
" any  view  to  public  advantage,  would  have  been  refinement  of  the  folly  of  ambition.  Meafures, 
''  therefore,  public  meafures  and  arrangements,  and  that  which  is  now  difputed,  were  ftipulated  by 
''  us — were  promifed  in  one  quarter,  and  with  aflTurances  they  were  not  refitted  in  another. 

“■  In  the  fervice  of  government,  under  his  excellency’s  adminiftration,  we  directed  our  attention 
to  two  great  objedts,  the  kingdom  and  the  empire.  We  obtained  certain  beneficial  laws — the 
difcovery  and  reformation  of  certain  abufes,  and  wxre  in  progrefs  to  reform  more  ; we  obtained 
” a great  force  and  a great  fupply,  with  the  confent  and  confidence  of  the  people.  Thefe  were  not 
the  meafures  of  courtiers — they  were  the  meafures  of  minifters. 

“ His  excellency.  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  may  boaft  that  he  offered  to  the  empire  the  affedtions  of 
millions,  a better  aid  to  the  war  than  his  enemies  can  furnilh,  who  have  forfeited  thofe  affedtions, 
and  put  themfelves  in  their  place. 

So  decidedly  have  the  meafures  of  Ireland  ferved  the  empire,  that  thofe  who  were  concerned 
in  them,  might  appeal  from  the  cabals  of  the  Britifli  cabinet  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Britifh  nation. 
“ I know  of  no  caufe  afforded  for  the  difpleafure  of  the  Britifh  cabinet ; but  If  fervices  done  to  Ire- 
“ land  are  crimes  which  cannot  be  atoned  for  by  exertions  for  the  empire,  I muft  lament  the 
gloomy  profpedls  of  both  kingdoms,  and  receive  a difcharge  from  the  fervice  of  government  as 
the  only  honor  an  Englifli  minifter  can  confer  on  an  Irifh  fubjedt. 

" I conceive  the  continuance  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  is  neceffary  for  the  profperity  of  this  kingdom  : 
his  firm  integrity  is  formed  to  corredt,  his  mild  manners  to  reconcile,  and  his  private  example  to 
difcountenance  a progrefs  of  vulgar  and  rapid  pollution  : if  he  is  to  retire,  I condole  with  my 
*■'  country — for  m.yfelf,  the  pangs  on  that  occafion,  I fliould  feel  on  rendering  up  my  fmall  por- 
tion  of  miniflerial  breath  would  be  little,  were  it  not  for  the  gloomy  profpedts  afforded  by  thofe 
''  dreadful  guardians  which  are  likely  to  fucceed.  I tremble  at  the  return  to  power  of  your  old 
tafk-mafter  j that  combination  which  galled  the  country  with  its  tyranny,  infulted  her  by  its 
manners,  exhaufted  her  by  its  rapacity,  and  flandered  her  by  its  malice  : fhould  fuch  a combina* 
tion  at  once,  inflamed  as  it  muft  be  now  by  the  favor  of  the  Britilb  court,  and  by  the  reprobation 
“ of  the  Irifli  people,  return  to  power,  I have  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that  they  will  extinguifh  Ireland, 
or  Ireland  muft  remove  them  : it  is  not  your  cafe  only,  but  that  of  the  nation.  I find  the  coun- 
” try  already  committed  in  the  ftruggle  j I beg  to  be  committed  along  with  her,  and  to  abide  the 
iffues  of  her  fortunes. 

“ I fhould  have  expetted  that  there  had  been  a wifdom  and  faith  in  fome  quarter  of  another 
“■  covmtry  that  would  have  prevented  fuch  cataftrophe  j but  I know  it  is  no  proof  of  that  wifdom, 
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liflied  the  following  declaration  and  refolution: — “ The  Whig  Club  at  this 
“ interefting  period,  deems  it  proper  to  declare  its  concurrence  in  fentiinent 
“ with  the  feveral  counties,  cities,  and  meetings,  with  expreffing  their  regret 
at  the  departure  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  from  the  government  of  this  country, 
“ have  manifefted  their  anxiety  for  the  reform  of  abufes,  and  the  union  of  the 
“ people  of  all  deferiptions;  and  have  alfo  remonftrated  againft  the  re-efta- 
“ blidiment  of  the  old  fyhem  of  violence  and  venality,  neceffarily  attendant 
“ on  the  return  into  power  of  the  authors  of  that  fyftem.  The  Whig  Club 
“ returns  its  unanimous  thanks  to  IMr..  Grattan,  for  his  manly,  feafonable, 
“ and  conftitutional  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Dublin 

“ (Signed)  Thomas  Conolly,  Sec.’^ 
Addrelfes  and  refolutions  were  daily  multiplied  from  different  bodies  of 
Roman  Catholics,  v'ho  not  content  with  having  addreffed  his  majefty,  his 
viceregent,  and  parliament,  now  addreffed  particular  charafters  of  extra- 
ordinary influence  or  fuppofed  power  in  the  country,  as  the  daft  refort  of  this 
defponding  body  of  men,  importuning  them  to  prevent  the  threatened  ca- 
taftrophe.  All  however  was  fruitlefs.  On  the  25th  of  March,  1705,  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  took  his  departure  from  Ireland,  when  the  refentment,  grief,  and 
indignation  of  the  public  were  mofl;  ftrongly  marked.  It  Avas  a day  of  ge- 
neral gloom  : the  fliops  were  flmt ; no  bufinefs  of  any  kind  was  tranfaded, 
and  the  Avhole  city  put  on  mourning.  His  coach  was  drawn  to  the  water- 
fide  by  fome  of  the  molt  refpedable  citizens,  and  cordial  forrow  appeared  on 
every  countenance.  The  reception  of  Earl  Camden,  Avho  arrived  in  Dublin 
five  days  after,  Avore  a A^ery  different  complexion : difpleafure  appeared  ge- 
nerally : many  firong  traits  of  difapprobation  AA^re  exhibited,  and  fome  of  the 
populace  AA’ere  fo  outrageous,  that  it  became  neceffary  to  call  out  a military 
force  in  order  to  quell  the  difturbances  that  enfued. 

Still  the  rage  for  meetings  and  addreffes  continued.  On  the  Qth  of  x^pril 
a moft  numerous  and  refpeftable  meeting  of  the  Catholics  AA^as  had  in  their 

chapel  in  Francis  Street,  to  receive  the  report  of  their  delegates,  Avho  had  pre- 

% 

“ to  take  the  taxes,  continue  the  abufes,  damp  the  zeal,  and  dafli  away  the  affeftion  of  fo  im- 
‘‘  portant  a member  of  tlie  empire  as  the  people  of  Ireland  •,  and  when  this  country  came  forward, 
" cordial  and  confident  with  the  offering  of  her  treafure  and  blood,  and  refolute  to  ftand  or  fall  with 
“ the  Britifh  nation,  it  is,  I fay,  no  proof  of  wifdom  nor  generofity  to  fele6t  that  moment  to  plant 
" a dagger  in  her  heart. 

But  whatfoever  lliall  be  the  event,  I will  adhere  to  her  interefts  to  the  lafl  moment  of  my  life.” 

fented 
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fentecl  their  petition  at  St.  James’s  : when  Mr.  Keogh  reported,  that  in  exe- 
cution of  their  miffion  they  had  on  the  13th  of  March  prefented  their  peti- 
tion to  his  majefty,  and  had  received  what  was  generally  termed  a gracious 
reception.  That  they  had  afterwards  felt  it  their  duty  to  requeft  an  au- 
dience with  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  fecretary  of  Rate  for  the  home  de- 
partment, to  receive  fuch  information  as  he  thould  think  fit  to  impart  re- 
lative to  his  majefty’s  determination  on  the  fubje6t  of  their  addrefs.  That 
his  grace  declined  giving  any  information  whatever,  fave  that  his  majefty 
had  imparted  his  pleafure  thereon  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  that  he  was 
the  proper  channel,  through  vdiich  that  information  Ihould  pafs.  Here  their 
miffion  was  determined.  IMr.  Keogh  continued  to  deliver  his  fentiments 
upon  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  and  amongft  many  ftrong  things, 
which  fell  from  him,  one  obfervation  gave  particular  offence  to  government. 
He  was  not,  he  faid,  forry  that  the  meafure  had  been  attempted,  though  it  had 
been  defeated  : for  it  pointed  out  one  fa6l  at  leaft,  in  which  the  feelings  of 
every  Iritliman  were  interefled,  and  by  which  the  Iriffi  legiflature  would  be 
roufed  to  a fenfe  of  its  own  dignity.  It  Ihewed  that  the  internal  regulations 
of  Ireland,  to  Avhich  alone  an  Iriffi  parliament  was  competent,  were  to  be 
previoufly  adjufted  by  a Britilh  cabinet.  A very  animated  debate  enfued ; 
in  which  the  fpeakers  emulated  each  other  in  enhancing  the  ftrength,  power, 
and  advantages  of  Iriffi  union,  and  fome  of  them  like  Lord  Clare,  Mr. 
Conolly,  and  other  gentlemen  in  parliament,  deprecated  an  union  with 
Great  Britain,  to  which  they  faw  the  prefent  fyftem  of  meafures  was  ob- 
vioufly  directed.  Whilft  this  debate  was  going  on,  a very  large  party  of  the 
young  men  of  the  college  came  into  the  chapel,  and  were  moft  honorably 
received.  Some  of  them  joined  in  the  debate.  They  came  that  hour  from 
prefenting  an  addrefs  to  Mr.  Grattan,  to  thank  and  congratulate  with  him 
upon  his  patriotic  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  Catholic  emancipation  and  the  re- 
form of  thofe  abufes,  which  had  enflamed  public  indignation,  to  which 
j\Ir.  Grattan  made  an  appropriate  anfwer.*  The  freedom  of  fpeech  ufed  by 

the 

* The  following  is  the  addrefs  prefented  on  Thurfday  the  gth  of  April  to  Mr.  Grattan,  by  the 
Students  of  tlie  Univerfity. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Henry  Grattan. 

WE  the  ftudents  of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  entering  with  the  warmeft  fympathy  into  the 
'''  univerfal  feeling  and  interefl:  of  our  countrymen,  beg  leave  to  unite  our  voice  with  theirs  in  de- 
daring  our  admiration  of  your  great  and  uncommon  talents,  and  a reliance  on  your  fteady  pa- 

triotifm 
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the  gentlemen,  who  took  part  in  this  debate,  gave  no  fmall  offence  to  the  old 
party  of  the  caftle,  who  now  confidered  their  permanence  in  power  as  irre- 
vocably  fixed.  The  fpirit,  which  adtuated  them  in  their  whole  condudl,  wiis  a 
higher  fublimation  of  thofe  principles,  to  which  tlie  Marquis  of  Buckingham 

triotifcn  and  unfhaken  integrity.  We  have  with  forrow  beheld  the  removal  of  a beloved  vice- 
‘‘  roy,  whofe  arrival  we  regarded  as  the  promife  of  public  reform,  and  his  prefence  the  pledge 
“ of  general  tranquillity. 

If  this  event  fhould  be  accompanied  (as  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend)  by  your  removal  from 
his  raajefty’s  councils  in  this  kingdom,  our  regret  will  have  received  the  laft  additional  circum- 
“ fiance  of  aggravation,  and  our  defpondency  will  be  complete.  Relying,  however,  on  the  wif- 
“ dom  and  benignity  of  his  majefiy,  we  yet  entertain  a hope,  that  the  nation  will  not  be  deprived 
of  the  falutary  meafures  flowing  from  your  councils  and  advice,  and  that  the  harmony  and 
“ flrength  of  Ireland  will  be  founded  on  the  folid  bafis  of  Catholic  emancipation,  and  the  reform  of 
“ thofe  grievances,  which  have  inflamed  public  indignation. 

“ We  therefore  intreat  you  to  perfevere  in  exerting  the  full  energy  of  your  fplendid  talents  for 
the  attainment  of  thofe  objedts,  which  the  prefent  alarming  pofture  of  affairs  and  the  confenting 
“ wifties  of  the  nation  fo  loudly  demand. 

Thomas  Moor,  Chairman. 

W.  H.  Ellis,  Secretary. 

, Mr.  Grattan’s  Anfwer. 

Ingenuous  young  Men,  For  this  effuflon  of  the  heart,  I owe  you  more  tlian  ordinary  grati- 
tude,  and  am  proud  to  fympathize  in  your  native,  honefi,  and  unadulterated  impreflions.  I re- 
ceive  your  addrefs  as  die  offering  of  the  young  year,  better  garland  than  the  artificial  honors  of 
a court : it  is  the  work  of  difinterefted  hands,  and  the  prefent  of  uncontaminated  hearts.  May 
Uiat  ardour,  which  glows  in  your  breads  long  exifi,  and  may  the  fentiraents  which  you  breathe 
‘‘  long  prevail ; they  are  founded  in  principle,  enlightened  by  letters,  and  fupported  by  fpirit. 

" The  fubjefts  which  you  mention  and  recommend  I feel  and  lhall  purfue. 

I lament  the  recal  of  a patriot  viceroy.  Aflified  by  men  much  abler  than  myfelf,  the  reform 
of  that  fyfiem  you  condemn,  I fliall  not  fail  to  attempt.  Bound  as  I now  am  to  the  rifing  as 
well  as  the  pafling  age,  and  happy  as  I fliall  be,  to  go  on  in  the  fervice  of  both, 

‘‘  I join  in  your  fullefl  wi flies  for  the  Catholics,  and  I feel  the  important  lervice,  which  you  now 
“ render  diem,  by  marking  in  their  favor  the  fentiraents  of  the  rifing  generation,  doing,  at  the 
fame  time,  fo  much  honor  to  yourfelves,  when  you  give,  I bad  almofi  faid,  your  firft  vote  in  favor 
''  of  your  country. 

I am  bound  to  your  univerfity  by  every  tie  of  affedion  and  duty.  The  fentiraents  of  your 
**  addrefs  give  me  a new  and  juft  opportunity  of  faying  to  her,  through  you,  “ Ejio  Perpetua,” 
" thou  feat  of  fcience  and  mother  of  virtue. 

“ I am,  with  the  fincereft  regard, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

Heny  Grattan.” 
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liad  left  his  majority  in  the  Irilh  parliament  completely  broken  in.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  great  majority  of  the  Irifli  people  fympathifed  with  their  fen- 
timents,  and  confidently  congratulated  each  other  at  the  wonderful  progrefs 
of  liberality  and  freedom,  in  defiance  of  a determined  fyftera  of  coercion 
and  oppreflion.  The  heighth  of  the  political  fever  of  that  period  gave  rife  to 
a moft  unjuftifiable  diftindlion  of  the  nation  into  two  feparate  clafies  only. 
One  party,  that  confidered  every  difference  from  them  as  tending  and  in- 
tended to  bury  the  conflitntion  under  the  ravages  of  a wild  democracy : the 
other,  that  reprefented  their  opponents  as  a junto  of  monopolizers  fworn  to 
rivet  eternally  the  chain  of  bondage  and  oppreffion  upon  their  degraded 
country. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1795,  Lord  Cole,  after  a fliort  preface,  moved  a 
congratulatory  addrefs  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  on  his  arrival  to 
take  on  him  the  government  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  feconded  the  addrefs,  profelTing,  that  throughout 
the  M^hole  of  the  feffion  his  conduct  had  been  direfted  by  two  motives  ; the 
one  to  fupport  his  majefty  in  a war  the  moft  juft  and  neceffary,  in  which  that 
country  was  ever  engaged,  and  the  other  to  give  to  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  country  the  firmeft  and  beft  fupport.  The  appointment  of  his 
excellency,  he  thought  likely  to  promote  both  thofe  ends,  and  on  that  ac- 
count, as  well  as  from  a knowledge  of  his  lordfliip’s  private  charatfer,  he  was 
induced  to  fecond  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  would  not  then  enter  into  a debate  on  that  queftion, 
becaufe  the  gentleman  in  his  excellency's  confidence  had  not  yet  a feat  in 
the  houfe,  but  for  the  prefent,  he  fhould  content  himfelf  with  giving  a fingle 
negative  to  the  motion,  not  from  any  difinclination  for  his  excellency’s  per- 
fon,  having  rather  a refpe6l  for  him,  in  confequence  of  the  exalted  charafter 
of  his  father,  but  becaufe  he  felt  himfelf  much  more  ftrongly  inclined  to  con- 
dole with  the  country  on  the  recal  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  than  to  congratulate 
it  on  the  appointment  of  Lord  Camden. 

The  queftion  to  the  addrefs  was  put,  and  carried ; after  which,  the 
houfe  adjourned  to  the  21  ft;  on  which  day,  the  attorney  general  informed 
the  houfe,  that  their  addrefs  to  his  excellency  had  been  prefented,  for  which 
he  thanked  them,  and  “ trufted,  that  by  a conftant  attention  to  the  interefts 
“ of  Ireland,  and  by  a determination  that  his  condu6l  ftiould  invariably  be 
“ dire6led  to  promote  its  welfare  and  happinefs,  he  ftiould  not  difappoint  the 
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favorable  expe<5lations  entertained  of  his  adminiftration  by  the  Iloufe  of 
“ Commons.” 

On  the  fame  day  Mr.  Forbes  prefented  the  treafury  bill : and  a petition 
was  prefented  from  all  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Tipperary,  in  favor 
of  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren’s  pretenfions  to  complete  emancipation. 

' Lord  Boyle  mov’ed  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  to  his  Royal  liighnefs  the 
Pi  ince  of  Wales  on  his  late  marriage. 

*]\Ir.  Grattan,  previous  to  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make,  obferved,  that 
it  had  been  afferted,  that  in  the  condudl  of  the  minifters  of  the  crown  towards 
that  country,  no  blame  could  attach  to  the  minifter  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  any 
of  his  colleagues.  He  did  not  pretend  to  afcertain  the  real  caufes  of  the 
recal  of  the  late  chief  governor,  but  was  informed,  that  two  caufes  were  al- 
leged ; as  to  the  removal  of  certain  great  officers,  he  obferved,  that  fuch  re- 
moval was  matter  of  ftipulation  on  one  fide,  and  engagement  on  the  other. 
He  fpoke  of  nothing  of  what  he  was  confidentially  informed,  but  aflerted 
what  he  knew  was  generally  known,  and  repeatedly  communicated  ; he  faid, 
that  the  leading  member  of  the  coalition  declared,  ‘ he  accepted  office  prin- 

* cipally  with  a view  to  reform  the  abufes  in  the  government  of  Ireland  ; 

* that  the  fyftem  of  that  government  was  execrable,  fo  execrable  as  to 

* threaten  not  only  Ireland  with  the  greateft  misfortune,  but  ultimately  tliC 
‘ empire ; that  his  -grace  would  have  gone  in  perfon  if  he  had  not  found  a 
‘ fecond  felf  in  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  his  iiearefi;  and  deareft  friend,  whom  he 
‘ perfuaded  to  accept  the  Irilh  government,  and  to  whom  he  committed  the 
‘ important  office  of  reforming  the  manifold  abufes  in  that  government.’ 
That  he  had  obtained,  with  regard  to  that  country,  extraordinary  power ; the 
information  of  that  extraordinary  power,  he  communicated  to  hislrifii  friend  ; 
he  confulted  members  of  the  Irilh  oppofition  touching  his  arrangements  of 
men  and  meafures,  and  ardently  efpoufed,  as  an  eflential  arrangement,  thofe 
principal  removals,  which  were  fuppofed  to  have  occafioned  the  recal  of  the 
deputy ; an  explanation  and  limitation  of  his  powers  did  indeed  afterwards 
take  place,  but  no  fuch  limitation  or  explanation  as  to  defeat  either  the  ftipu- 
lated  meafures  or  the  ftipulated  removals,  one  only  excepted,  which  never 
took  place.  Another  queftion  now  arofe,  whether  that  quarter  of  the  cabinet 
could  without  blame  recal  the  viceroy  for  carrying  into  execution  thofe  fpe- 
cific  engagements ; whether  they  could  without  blame  recal  their  minifter  of 
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reform,  for  removing,  according  to  ftipulation,  fome  of  the  fuppofed  minifters 
of  abufe ; and  to  continue  the  minifters  of  ahufe  in  the  place  of  the  minifters 
of  reformation.  He  therefore  concluded,  that  if  the  Irifh  removals  were  a 
ground  for  the  viceroy’s  recal,  blame  did  attach  at  leaft  to  one  quarter  of 
the  Britifli  cabinet. 

■ The  fecond  alleged  caufe  was,  the  Catholic  bill.  Upon  this  the  principles 
and  declarations  of  that  quarter  were  decided ; the  Catholic  emancipation 
was  not  only  the  conceffion  of  that  quarter  of  the  cabinet,  but  its  precife  en- 
gagement. His  friends  repeatedly  declared  they  never  would  fupport  any 
government,  that  ftiould  refift  that  bill,  and  it  was  agreed  by  that  quarter 
with  concurrence ; and  he  was  informed  from  perfons  in  ndiom  he  could  not 
but  confide,  of  another ; that  the  inftru6lion  was,  if  the  Catholics  infifted  to 
carry  forward  their  bill,  that  the  government  fiiould  give  it  a handfome  fup- 
port. Before  he  concluded  his  fpeech,  he  thus  fummed  up  the  acSts  of  Earl 
Fitzwilliain’s  adminiftration ; it  had  paid  attention  to  the  poverty  of  the 
people,  by  plans  for  relieving  the  poor  from  hearth-money,  and  paid  atten- 
tion to  their  morals,  by  a plan  increafing  the  duty  on  fpirits  ; had  paid  atten- 
tion to  their  health,  by  propofing  to  take  off  the  duties  on  beer  and  ale  ; that 
a plan  for  education  had  been  intended ' that  a more  equal  trade  between 
the  two  countries  had  not  efcaped  their  attention;  that  an  odious  and  expen- 
penfive  inftitution  that  obtained  under  colour  of  prolefting  the  city  by  a bad 
police,  was  abandoned  by  that  government,  and  a bill  prepared  for  correft- 
ing  the  fame ; that  a refponfibility  bill  had  been  introduced,  and  a bill  to 
account  for  the  public  money  by  new  checks,  and  in  a conftitutional  manner, 
had  been  introduced  by  the  perfons  connected  with  that  government ; that 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  fubniit  for  confideration  fome  further  regulation 
for  the  better  accounting  for  the  public  money,  and  for  the  better  colledion 
of  the  revenue ; that  thofe  occupations  were  accompanied  by  great  exertions 
for  the  empire ; fo  that  adminiftration  eftablifiied  the  compatability  of  the 
fervices,  doineftic  and  imperial,  and  made  a good  fyftem  of  domeftic  govern- 
ment the  foundation  of  unanimity  in  fupport  of  the  empire;  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a condu6t,  a war  not  very  fortunate,  had  ceafed  to  be  unpo- 
pular, and  levies  of  an  extraordinary  proportion  were  not  a ground  of  corn- 
plaint.  In  the  midft  of  all  this,  the  Britifli  cabinet  diflblved  the  govern- 
ment, and  profefled  to  diflblve  it  for  the  preservation  of  the  empire.  They 
.converted  a nation  of  fupport  into  a nation  of  remonftrance,  and  unanimity 
in  favor  of  government  to  unanimity  againfther. 
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He  then  moved  for  a committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 

Mr.  Cuffe,  Colonel  Stewart,  and  feveral  other  minifterial  members,  ftrongly 
oppofed  the  motion,  without  pretending  to  difclofe  the  arcana  imperii ; they 
peremptorily  infifted,  that  Earl  Fitzwilliam  had  contravened  or  neglefted  his 
inftru6lions  ; in  evidence  of  which  they  remarked,  that  neither  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  nor  any  other  member  of  the  coalition,  not  even  his  friends,  his 
deareft  friends.  Lord  Spencer  or  Mr.  Wyndham,  had  refented  his  recal  or 
abandoned  their  connexion  with  Mr.  Pitt.  In  the  debate  it  was  obferved  by 
Mr.  Ponfonby,  that  whilft  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  at  the  head  of  affairs,  feveral 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  vTre  blind  to  all  thofe  imperfections 
and  defe6ts  in  the  late  chief  governor,  which  then  flared  them  in  the  face  with 
fuch  gigantic  magnitude : they  were  then  as  forward  to  exprefs  their  confi- 
dence in  his  deferts,  as  they  were  now  to  declare  him  undeferving  of  any 
thanks  or  confidence.  An  avowal  was  made  in  obfervation  by  Mr.  Pelham, 
which  was  fliarply  animadverted  upon  by  Mr.  Grattan.  It  was  not  in  fa6t 
very  flattering  to  the  dignity  or  confequence  of  the  Irifli  parliament.  Mr. 
fecretary  believed  all  the  fober  part  of  the  world,  and  all  men  converfant  in 
public  matters,  would  think  he  bell  difcharged  his  duty,  by  not  being  be- 
trayed into  any  indifcretion  either  by  the  attack  of  his  adverfaries,  or  by  the 
zeal  of  his  friends.  A right  honorable  gentleman  (Sir  J.  Blacquiere)  had 
rightly  Rated,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  and  his  fecretary  a6led  under  written 
inflru6lions  from  the  cabinet ; and  that  fuch  inflru6lions  alone  were  the 
proper  authority  of  their  condu6l : it  was  not,  however,  neceffary  at  any  time 
to  difcover  thofe  inflru6tions  ; they  were  to  be  judged  of  by  the  goodnefs  of 
the  meafures,  which  were  produced  to  that  houfe  and  the  public. 

Mr.  Grattan  replied,  that  certain  doctrines  had  been  advanced  on  the  fub- 
je6l  of  the  Britilli  cabinet,  to  which  he  could  not  accede ; that  it  had  been 
argued,  that  the  Britifli  cabinet  was  to  govern  the  executive  power  of  Ireland, 
that  the  viceroy’s  fundion  was  only  to  obey  orders,  and  to  be  the  Englifh 
agent  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland;  that  fuch  a dodrine  was  fatal  to  monarchy 
in  that  country  ; that  in  its  place  it  eflabliflied  the  monarchy  of  clerks,  a go- 
vernment to  be  carried  .on  by  poft  and  under  the  dominion  of  fpies,  who  were 
lefs  than  gentlemen,  and  more  than  miniflers.  It  was  fuch  a bale  and  diflio- 
norable  fyflem,  that  had  excited  the  indignation  of  fome  of  the  AVhigs  in 
England,  the  Duke  of  Portland  in  particular.  It  was  that  fyftem  of  national  de- 
gradation and  vice-regal  extindion,  that  fyftem  in  which  the  clerks  dominated 

and 
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and  their  betters  obeyed,  tliat  had  funk  a former  adminiftration,  and  bad  ex- 
cited the  fcorn  and  indignation  of  the  country.  To  the  returning  prev^alence 
of  fuch  a fyftein  be  attributed  in  a great  degree  the  recal  of  the  late  chief  go- 
vernor. The  cabinet  were  mifinfonned ; they  heard  appeals  againft  him 
from  the  perfons  removed,  and  tried  unfummoned  on  the  teftimony  of  par- 
tial witnefles,  the  reprefentative  of  the  king.  They  did  this  contrary  to  the 
confidence,  which  elfentially  belonged  to  his  office,  and  contrary  to  a prin- 
ciple indifpenfable  to  government.  It  was  a matter  of  melancholy  reflection 
to  confider  how  little  that  cabinet  knew  any  thing  relating  to  Ireland.  Ire- 
land was  a fubjecl  it  confidered  with  a lazy  contumely,  and  picked  up  here 
and  there,  by  accident  or  defign,  interefted  and  erroneous  intelligence.  He 
was  well  aware  how  much  on  a late  occafion  the  friends  of  the  laft  adminif- 
ti-ation  were  grofsly  mifreprefented  to  that  cabinet,  and  how  the  difpofitioii 
and  temper  of  the  people  in  general  were  mif-ftated  and  traduced,  and  how 
deaf  the  ears  of  that  cabinet  were  to  the  reprefentation  of  the  viceroy,  while 
open  to  the  tales  of  the  interefted  and  difcontented.  They  had  been  alluded 
to  as  perfons  to  whom  blame  attached ; they  defired  to  be  queflioned,  and 
they  defied  their  adverfaries  ; they  defired  it  might  be  remembered,  that  they 
were  ready  to  encounter  the  charge,  and  that  thofe  who  made  the  charge  de- 
clined the  combat.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  reform  of  abufes  in  Ireland 
formed  no  part  of  the  ground  of  the  coalition ; he  did  not  pretend  to  fay 
what  had  formed  that  ground,  but  he  did  fay,  that  one  quarter  of  the  ca- 
binet did  affert,  that  a principal  inducement  to  their  acceptance  of  office 
was  a reform  in  the  abufes  of  the  Irifli  government;  that  it  conceived  the 
lyffiem  to  have  been  pernicious  to  Ireland,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  em- 
pire. He  faid  only  that  one  great  motive  to  the  acceptance  of  office  was 
ftated  to  be  very  extenfive  powers  in  Ireland  ; that  the  arrangement  for  which 
the  late  lord  lieutenant  was  faid  to  be  difmified,  was  by  that  quarter  engaged 
in,  and  that  the  Catholic  queftion  received  decided  approbation,  and  if 
preffed  on  by  the  Catholics,  the  inflruCtion  was  to  give  it  decided  fupport. 
He  therefore  perfifled  to  refpedl,  but  marvelled  much  at  that  quarter ; he  ac- 
knowledged he  was  aftoniflied.  The  houfe  would  fee  how  very  natural  that 
proceeding  was ; a party  connedfed  with  certain  men  in  Ireland  came  into 
power ; they  wilhed  to  advance  the  perfons  of  their  friends,  which  could  not 
be  done  without  adopting  their  principles  ; from  the  habits  of  communica- 
tion thofe  principles  and  ideas  regarding  Ireland  were  common  to  both  ; the 
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Irilli  conneclioii  had  their  Englifli  friends  as  averfefrom  the  abufes  of  govern- 
ment as  themfelves,  and  ready  of  courfe  to  adopt  arrangement  of  meafures  ; 
they  poffefled  or  imagined  they  polfefled  great  powers  regarding  Ireland, 
and  ftipulated  to  exercife  thofe  powers  in  favor  of  the  meafure  of  their  con- 
ne6tion,  who  were  pledged  to  a fpecific  catalogue  of  meafures.  On  the  divi- 
fion,  the  numbers  were  for  the  motion  48,  againft  it  158. 

Whilft  the  Catholic  college  bill  was  pending  before  the  houfe,  IMr.  Grattan 
prefented  a petition  from  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  againft  two  provi- 
fions  contained  in  that  bill : the  firft  Aras  that,  by  which  feven  of  the  truftees 
were  enabled  to  appoint  a prefident,  mafters,  fellows,  profeftbrs,  and  fcholars, 
who  they  prayed  might  be  elected  after  public  examination  and  under  oath 
in  the  manner  pradifed  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin  : the  other  was  that,  by 
which  no  Proteftant  or  child  of  a Proteftant  father  Ihould  be  permitted  to  re- 
ceive education  in  the  college.  This  exclufion  they  confidered  as  tending 
to  prevent  that  harmony,  union,  and  friendly  intercourfe  through  life,  which 
might  be  thus  early  cemented  between  the  youth  of  different  religious  per- 
fuafions  ; the  happy  effe6ts  of  which  had  been  felt  by  the  permiftion  granted 
of  having  the  Catholic  youth  educated  in  the  univerfity  of  Dublin.* 

The  4th  of  May,  1795,  brought  on  the  important  debate  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bill.  It  was  opened  by  the  folicitor  general, 
probably  upon  the  grounds,  which  it  had  been  preconcerted,  it  was  to  be  re- 
je6ted  by  government.  He  made  a long  exordium,  and  went  into  an  hifto- 
rical  detail  of  oaths  and  tefts.  He  called  upon  their  attention  to  the  moft 
important  fubjed,  that  was  ever  agitated  in  that  country,  a fubjed  refolving 
itfelf  into  one  fmgle  queftion,  “ AVhether  they  would  leave  a trace  of  that 
“ conftitution  eftabliflied  by  what  hev’ouldever  call  the  glorious  Revolution  ?” 
Wha-t  was  the  bold  and  prominent  feature  of  that  bill  ? It  profefted  to  give 
every  Roman  Catholic  permilfion  to  fit  in  either  houfe  of  parliament,  and 
amounted  to  a difpenfation  from  taking  any  of  thofe  oaths,  or  fubferibing 
to  that  declaration,  which  they  would  find  embodied  in  the  bill  of  rights  at 
the  time  of  the  facred  compad  between  King  William  and  his  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  which  was  foon  afterwards  recognized  as  extending  the  blef- 
fings  of  that  glorious  revolution  to  Ireland,  had  been  aded  upon  ever  fmee, 

- * IsP.  D.p.  201.  The  aft  pafled  however  with  both  thefe  claufes  In  it.  It  is  intituled,  ''An 
" Aft  for  the  better  Education  of  Perfons  profeffing  the  Popifli  or  Roman  Catholic  Religion.” 
35  Geo.  III.  c.  21. 
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and  recognized  )3y  feveral  Ratutcs ; by  onefo  lately  as  the  year  1782,  when 
they  then  ena6ted  the  fame  oaths,  was  dignified  by  the  name  of  that  great 
man,  and  excellent  lawyer.  Lord  Chief  Baron  Yelverton,  and  which  paffed 
under  his  aufpices  in  the  memorable  sera  of  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  admi- 
niftration. 

He  wifiied  to  put  this  queftion  on  a ground  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  principles  on  which  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  had  been  hitherto 
decided.  From  the  firft  relaxation  in  1778,  the  hiftory  of  that  houfe  had 
been  a hiftory  of  benevolence,  kindnefs,  good  will,  and  affe6lion  from  parlia- 
ment to  the  Roman  Catholics : but  in  that  period,  there  appeared  no  trace  of 
infringement  upon  the  great  boundaries  of  the  conftitution ; and  he  relied 
on  the  wifdom  of  that  houfe,  not  to  intrench  on  thefe  land-marks,  which 
equally  demarked  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.,  He  knew 
it  had  been  induftrioufiy  aiferted,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  were  in  a humi- 
liating and  degraded  fituation  ; he  knew  that  fa6tious  and  feditious  men 
made  ufe  of  that  untrue  and  unfounded  affertion  to  deftroy  the  good  order  of 
the  country  ; and  he  felt  it  neceffary  to  undeceive  the  Roman  Catholics,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,  to  bring  them  back  to  a fenfe  and  knowledge  of  the 
bleffings  of  law,  and  the  comforts  of  tranquillity.  In  1778,  property  in 
chatfle  interefts  was  conceded  to  them ; in  1782,  the  inheritance  of  the  land 
was  opened  to  them;  and  down  to  1793,  fcarcely  a fefiion  palfed  without 
recognizing  the  fame  principles  of  kindnefs  towards  tliem  ; and  at  that  day, 
they  were  under  no  more  reftraint  as  to  property  than  Proteftants  were. 
Thea6t  of  1793,  emanating  from  the  crown,  and  palfed  under  the  aufpices  of 
a minifter  of  as  great  confideration  and  worth  as  ever  fat  in  the  houfe,  was 
not  accordant  with  the  fentiments  of  fome  of  the  moll  illuftrious  chara6lers 
of  the  countiy ; that  a6t  was  declared  to  be  an  a6l  of  conciliation,  it  was 
declared  from  high  authority  to  be  intended  as  fuch,  and  from  that  period  it 
Avas  hoped  that  the  queftion  would  be  at  reft,  and  the  country  in  tranquillity. 
At  that  time  certain  gentlemen  fought  to  extend  the  bill  to  the  length  of  the 
prefent  one ; but  the  wifdom  of  parliament  reje6ted  the  propofal  by  a great 
majority.  Had  any  great  circumftance  occurred  fince  to  juftify  this  im- 
portant alteration  in  the  legiflative  fyftem  ? There  were  not  in  Ireland  fifty 
Roman  Catholic  gentlemen  who  would  feek  to  fit  in  parliament,  or  Avho  had 
the  remoteft  appetite  for  the  buftle  of  public  life  : it  was  not  by  men  like 
thefe,  that  the  clamor  Avas  raifed ; they  were  too  loyal,  too  decorous,  too 
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well  affefted  to  the  confdtution  to  raife  Rich  an  outcry  as  had  produced  out- 
rage in  the  remotelt  corners  of  Ireland,  or  to  inflame  the  peafantry,  m ho  afi'em- 
bled  in  thoufands,  becaufe  of  the  mountebank  abufe  of  the  word  emancipa- 
tion, which  they  had  accepted  as  a fignal  for  commotion,  and  which  they 
were  taught  to  think  meant  the  lowering  the  price  of  land.  This  fubject  had 
not  originated  M-ith  the  opulent  or  refpe^fable  Roman  Catholics,  but  with 
factious  bodies  of  men,  who  under  the  cloak  of  fanctity  and  a zealous  affec- 
tation in  the  caufe  of  God,  had  no  fcruple  to  convulfe  their  country,  and  fend 
the  conftitution  to  deftru6tion.  He  moved  that  the  bill  lliould  be  rejefted. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Lord  Kinglborough,  vdio  fjjoke  very  warmly 
againft  the  bill:  he  aggravated  the  reports  of  the  debate  in  Francis  Street 
chapel,  and  laid  the  whole  ferment  of  the  country  to  thofe  incendiaries,  the 
committee  men,  and  the  United  Irilhmen.  Sir  Hercules  Langrillie  in  an 
eloquent  and  inftructive  fpeech  fupported  the  bill.  He  well  knew,  that  fome 
men  more  devoted  to  turbulence  than  toleration,  had  by  a fufpicious  con- 
nection, affected  to  make  common  caufe  with  the  Roman  Catholics,  in  order  to 
apply  the  authority  of  their  numbers,  and  the  juftnefs  of  their  caufe  to  their 
own  dangerous  proje6ts.  Almoft  every  gentleman,  who  had  before  fpoken 
in  parliament,  entered  largely  into  the  debate.  i\Ir.  Pelham  fpoke  very  fully 
againft  the  bill.  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  made  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  fpeeches 
ever  heard  in  the  Irifh  parliament  in  fupport  of  it.*  Colonel  Stewart  urged, 
that  if  the  bill  Ihould  pals,  the  king  would  be  obliged  to  come  forward  and 
demand  a repeal  of  the  coronation  oath.  This  infringement  of  the  coronation 
oath  was  alfo  infifted  upon  by  fome  other  oppofers  of  the  bill,  and  formed 
the  chief  novelty  of  argumentt  in  the  debate  : every  prejudice,  abufe,  or  ca- 
lumny, that  had  ever  been  launched  againft  Popery  in  the  moft  acrimonious 
days  of  religious  bigotry  v'ere  now  again  brought  forward  to  fliew  the  unfit- 
nefs  of  Catholic  fubjects  to  be  admitted  to  the  participation  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  conftitution.  The  mildeft  reafon  alleged  for  their  exclu- 

* This  fpeech  firft  raifed  him  into  note  : he  was  brought  Into  parliament  by  his  uncle.  Lord 
Longueville,  who  was  a fupporter  of  adminiftration  : he  was  fo  offended  with  the  fpeech  of  his 
nephew,  that  the  next  morning  he  lent  for  him,  and  defired  him  to  refign  his  feat,  which  accord- 
ingly he  did. 

t The  moft  irrefragable  confutation  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Burke’s  letter  to  Sir  Hercules 
Langrilhe ; and  it  feems  that  the  honorable  baronet  availed  himfelf  of  feveral  of  his  correfpondent’s 
arguments  in  his  fpeecli  in  this  debate. 
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fion  was  their  fuperiority  in  number.  The  fupporters  of  the  bill  on  the 
other  fide  were  not  generally  backward  in  branding-  the  oppofers  of  it 
with  illiberality,  prejudice,  and  blindnefs.  Both  fides  were  heated,  and 
more  than  ufually  bitter  in  their  *retorts  upon  each  other : although  it 

were 


* As  the  incompatibility  of  Catholic  emancipation  with  the  coronation  oath  was  now  for  the  firft 
time  made  a fubjedl  of  parliamentary  difeuffion,  it  muft  be  interefting  to  every  one  to  know  how 
Mr.  Grattan,  who  never  left  any  part  of  his  fubjedt  untifted,  treated  the  matter.  15  P.  D.  p.  333. 
“ But  I find  that  Catholic  emancipation  is  held  incompatible  with  our  monarchy.  What ! his  ma- 
“ jefty,  the  head  of  a Catholic  league,  the  King  of  Corlica,  the  Lord  of  Canada,  the  great  ally  of  the 
“ emperor,  the  grand  confederate  of  the  King  of  Spain,  the  protedtor  of  the  pope  j the  King  of  Eng- 
“ land,  whofe  armies  are  Catholic,  whofe  European  connedtions  are  Catholic,  are  his  Irilli  fubjedts 
the  only  Catholics  in  whom  he  won’t  confide  ? Has  he  found  religion  make  the  emperor  falfe,  or 
the  Pruffian  faithful  ? Such  were  not  the  fentiments  of  the  fpeeches  from  the  throne  in  1793 
and  1795,  when  his  majefty  called  on  all  his  fubjedts  to  defend  their  religion  and  their  conftitu- 
” tion.  What  religion  ? A religion  of  difabilities.  What  conftitution?  A conftitution  of  ex- 
clufion.  Am  I to  underftand  that  his  majefty  called  forth  his  Catholic  fubjedts  to  fight  for  a 
“ conftitution,  which  was  to  be  ftiut  againft  them,  and  for  a religion  which  was  dangerous  to  the 
“ king,  and  penal  to  the  Catholic.  No,  it  was  not  the  pope,  nor  yet  the  pretender,  it  was  Paine, 
“ it  was  the  French  republic,  againft  which  you  called  for  the  zeal  of  your  people,  and  held  out  the 
" bleffings  of  the  conftitution.  But  now  it  feems  it  is  the  antichrift  againft  whom  you  place  your 
“ batteries,  the  virgin,  and  the  real  prefence : and  in  that  ftrain  of  grave  and  folemn  raving,  a right 
” honorable  gentleman  propofes  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  grave  of  Popery,  which  is  Ihut,  and  to 
“ precipitate  into  the  gulph  of  republican ifm,  which  is  open  j perfedtly  fafe  for  the  king,  he  and 
“ thofe  who  join  him  think  it  to  aftront  the  Catholic  fubjedts,  by  grofs  fufpicionsj  others  have 
*'  proceeded  to  the  grofl'eft  invedtives;  perfedtly  fafe,  they  think  it,  to  banifli  them  from  alt  places 
“ at  court  and  feats  in  parliament ; to  tell  Catholic  virtue.  Catholic  talents.  Catholic  ambition,  you 
“ muft  not  ferve  the  king,  you  may  have  property  influence,  but  you  muft  not  adl  in  conftituted 
“ atfemblies,  nor  in  any  rank  or  diftindlion  for  the  crown.  Perfedtly  fafe  they  think  it  to  eftablifti 
“ an  incompatibility  between  Popery  and  allegiance.  Perfedtly  fafe  they  think  to  infulate  the 
“ throne,  and  reduce  the  king  of  Ireland,  like  the  pope,  to  Proteftant  guards  inftead  of  a people} 
” and  then,  it  is  propofed,  that  thofe  Proteftant  guards  fliould  monopolize  all  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment,  and  privileges  of  the  conftitution,  as  a reward  for  their  difintereftednefs.  In  fupport 
“ of  fuch  policy,  it  has  been  advanced,  in  a very  idle  publication,  that  Roman  Catholics,  as  long  as 
“ they  have  the  feeling  of  men,  muft  refift  the  natural  propenfities  of  the  human  heart,  if  they  do  not 
" endeavour  to  fubvert  a Proteftant  king;  but  I pafs  that  over  with  the  fcorn  it  deferves.  It  has  been 
“ alfo  faid,  that  his  majefty’s  oath  is  a bar.  Oaths  are  ferious  things.  To  make  them  political  pre- 
“ tences  is  a high  crime ; to  make  an  obligation,  taken  for  the  aflurance  of  liberty,  a covenant 
^ againft  it ; to  impofe  on  confcience  a breach  of  a duty,  to  make  the  piety  of  the  king  the  fcourge 
“ of  his  people,  is  an  attempt  atrocious  in  the  extreme.  Examine  the  argument,  and  you  find  the 
oath  was  taken  three  years  before  the  exclufion  of  the  Irilh  Catholics;  the  oath  is  the  firft  of 
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were  made  a government  queftion,  fome  of  their  ufual  (more  independent) 
fupporters,  left  them  on  this  occafion,  and  at  the  half  paft  ten  o’clock  of  the 
morning  on  the  5th  of  May,  the  houfe  divided,  155  for  reje6ling  tlie  bill  and 
84  againft  it.  Thus  was  an  end  put  to  the  fond  and  confident  expectation, 

William,  the  tells  that  exclude  them  the  third;  fo  that  his  majelly  mull  have  fworn  in  the  llrain 
and  fpirit  of  prophecy.  Examine  a little  further,  and  you  will  find  his  majelly  fwears,  not  in 
his  legillative  but  in  his  executive  capacity,  he  fwears  to  the  laws  he  is  to  execute,  not  againll  the 
laws  which  parliament  may  think  proper  to  make.  In  that  fuppofition  he  would,  by  his  oath, 
control  not  himfelf  but  parliament,  and  fwear  not  to  execute  laws  but  to  prevent  them.  Examine 
a little  further,  and  you  will  find  the  words  of  the  oath  cannot  fupport  the  interpretation : 

“ ‘ I will  fupport  the  true  profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  Protellant  religion  as  by  law  ellab- 
“ lilhed.’  This  is  the  oath.  I will  perpetuate  civil  incapacities  on  Catholics,  this  is  the  comment. 
Such  comment  fuppofes  the  true  profeffion  of  the  gofpel  to  Hand  on  pains  and  penalties,  and  the 
“ Protellant  religion  on  civil  profeription.  Examine  the  oath  a little  further;  and,  if  the  comment 
be  true,  the  oath  has  been  broken,  by  his  majelly’s  gracious  recommendation  in  favor  of  the  Ca- 
tholics  in  1793,  broken  by  the  grant  of  the  eledlive  franchife,  broken  by  the  Canada  bill,  broken 
“ by  the  Corfican  conllitution.  Hear  the  fpeech  of  the  viceroy  of  Corfica;  his  excellency  having 
“ recommended  to  parliament  the  civil  and  military  ellablifliment,  proceeds  at  lall  to  the  church, 
and  advifes  them  to  fettle  that  ellabliffiment  with  his  holinefs  the  pope.  Very  proper  all  this  no 
doubt;  but  if  the  interpretation  were  true,  what  an  outrageous  breach  all  this  of  his  majelly’s 
“ coronation  oath.  I Ihould  alk,  whether  in  the  interpretation  of  the  oath,  his  majelly  has  con- 
fulted  his  Irilli  bilhops  ? And  yet  he  could  have  found  among  them  men  perfedly  competent.  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  that  the  head  of  our  clergy  underllands  the  Catholic  quellion  better  than  thofe 
confulted ; I will  add,  he  does  not,  I believe,  difapprove  of  their  emancipation,  nor  approve  of  the 
argument  againll  them.  But  it  feems,  in  matters  that  relate  to  the  Irilli  church,  the  Iriffi  clergy 
are  not  to  be  confulted ; an  Englilh  epifcopacy,  like  an  Englifli  cabinet,  is  to  determine  the  delliny 
of  Ireland.  I have  great  refpedl  for  the  learned  prelates  of  England,  particularly  for  one,  whofc 
" exemplary  virtue  andapollolic  charafler,  qualify  him  to  prefide  over  whatever  is  learned,  pure,  or 
''  holy;  but  in  Irifli  affairs,  in  matters  in  which  our  civil  as  well  as  our  religious  interells  are  im- 
“ plicated,  might  I fay,  his  majefty’s  counfellors  Ihould  be  his  Irilh  parliament  and  his  Irilh  bi- 
" Ihops,  It  feems  higlily  prejudicial  to  the  church  and  the  monarchy,  that  the  argument  which 
“ excludes  the  Catholic  under  pretence  to  fireugthen  both,  Ihould  be  attended  with  circumftances 
that  befpeak  the  Iriffi  hierarchy  a cypher,  the  Engliffi  hierarchy  a nuifance,  and  reprefents  the 
" king  a magiftrate  as  fworn  againft  the  privileges  of  his  people.  So  far  am  I from  agreeing  to 
“ fuch  an  argument,  that  I muft  here  repeat  what  I advanced  before,  and  fay,  that  I do  not  difl'ent, 
“ but  I contradift.  I do  not  fay  the  Catholic  emancipation  is  compatible  v’ith  the  prefent  monar- 
chical  government  in  Ireland,  but  that  it  is  now  become  necell'ary  to  it,  and  that  as  for  the  pre- 
" fervation  of  the  connedlion,  you  muft  make  it  compatible  with  the  privileges  of  three  fourths  of 
your  people,  fo,  for  the  prefervation  of  your  monarchy,  you  make  monarchy  alfo  compatible  with 
” thofe  privileges,  you  muft  make  the  regal  capacity  of  the  king  compatible  with  the  civil  capacity 
“ of  the  fubjeiS." 
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with  which  the  great  bulk  of  the  Irifli  nation  had  been  encouraged  to  look  to 
their  complete  emancipation. 

The  ready  adoption  and  fupport,  which  the  majority  in  parliament  had  in  the 
firft  days  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  admin iftration,  given  to  his  propofed  fyftem 
of  meafures,  and  their  unfteadinefs  and  inftant  tergiv^erfation  upon  the  change 
of  men  filled  the  people  of  Ireland  Avith  mifirufi;  and  jealoufies,  that  have 
never  completely  fubfided  to  the  prefent  hour.  They  looked  up  no  longer 
with  any  degree  of  confidence  to  the  perfons,  Avho  Avere  ready  to  barter  their 
rights  and  interefts  to  every  fet  of  men,  that  could  rcAvard  their  ductility 
and  fubfervience.  This  ignominious  adaptation  of  principle  to  the  mofi: 
palpable  contradictions  Avas,  in  faCt,  little  calculated  to  command  the  refpeCl 
and  affection  of  a nation  noAv  emphatically  devoted  to  the  attainment  of 
conftitutional  freedom.  Without  attributing  any  peculiar  fagacity  to  the 
mafs  of  the  community,  there  Avere  two  reafons  (and  CA’ery  one  noAV  reafoned 
in  Ireland)  completely  Avithin  their  competency.  Extravagancy  and  vio- 
lence A\  ere  puflied  to  fuch  excefsj  that  graA^e  fenators  did  not  fcruple  to  affert, 
that  the  peafantry  Avas  fo  brutal,  as  to  mean  and  under  hand  by  Catholic 
emancipation,  a total  liberation  from  taxes  and  rent,  and  an  agrarian  divi- 
fion  of  property.  The  meanefi  labourer  could  and  did  underftand  that  by 
emancipation  the  Catholic  lord,  efquire,  merchant,  mechanic  or  labourer,  Avas 
to  be  put  upon  an  exaCl  leA’el  Avith  the  Proteftant  in  thofe  fame  degrees:  and 
the  A'erfatility  of  the  fame  men  voting  for  and  againft;  the  meafure  Avithin  the 
fpace  of  a month,  Avas  obvioufly  to  be  traced  to  the  true  fource  by  the  mofi; 
illiterate.* 

Sir 

* Some  queftions  faid  in  the  before  quoted  memoire  to  have  been  put  to  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  in 
his  examination  before  the  fecret  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  1 6th  of  Augutt,  1798, 
andhis  anfvvers  to  them,  feem  to  throw  a tlrong  light  upon  this  fubjedt.  (p.  55.) 

“ Committee.  Why,  what  opinion  have  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people  of  political  fubjedts.^ 

“ O’Connor.  The  lowed  focieties  of  the  union  converfed  freely  of  the  corruption,  the  ufurpa- 
“ tion,  and  the  venality  of  parliament.  While  I was  a member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  you 
“ know  the  frecjuent  converfation  amongft  the  members  was,  how  much  has  fuch  an  one  given  for 
his  feat?  From  whom  did  he  purchafe?  Has  not  fuch  an  one  fold  his  borough  ? Has  not  fuch  a 
“ lord  bought  it  ? Has  not  fuch  a peer  fo  many  members  in  this  houfe  ? Was  not  fuch  a member 
“ with  the  lord  lieutenant’s  fecretary,  to  infill  on  fome  greater  place  or  penfion  ? Did  not  the  fecre- 
“ tary  retufe  it  ? Has  he  not  gone  into  the  oppolition  ? Thefe,  and  fuch  like  fads,  are  as  well  known 
“ to  the  lowelt  clalfes  of  the  union  as  to  yourfelves. 
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Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  on  the  13th  of  May,  moved  arefolution,  of  Avhich  he 
had  long  given  notice,  which  was  debated  with  more  perfonal  acrimony  than 
any  qiieftion  throughout  the  feffion.  The  refolution  was,*  “ that  John  Earl 
“ of  W'eftmorland,  by  authorizing  fuch  a number  of  regular  troops  to  be  fent 
“ out  of  this  country,  as  left  the  remainder  confiderably  lefs  than  the  number 
“ appointed  by  law  for  the  defence  thereof,  had  been  guilty  of  a violation  of 
“ the  compact  entered  into  with  the  crown,  and  of  difpenfing  with  the  law  of 
“ the  land.” 

Mr.  Conolly  faid,  that  if  that  motion  had  not  been  made  by  the  honorable 
baronet,  he  Ihould  have  felt  himfelf  called  upon,  as  the  mover  of  the  aug- 
mentation in  1769,  to  make  it.  When  he  had  made  that  motion,  a member, 
Avhom  very  few  that  he  addrelfed  could  remember,  (Doctor  Lucas)  prophe- 
fied  that  thofe  troops  would  be  maintained  and  paid  by  the  country  during 
peace,  and  never  fulfered  to  remain  there  in  time  of  Avar.  The  honorable  ba- 
ronet had  been  properly  reftrained  laft  felhon  from  making  the  motion,  by 
the  hate  of  the  country,  but  noAv  between  militia  and  army  they  were  able  to 
meet  any  enemy. 

]\Ir.  Grattan  obferved,  that  the  queflion  Avas  not  Avhether  Lord  Weftmor- 
land  had  difpenfed  Avith  a6ts  of  parliament,  but  being  by  papers  on  their  table 
convi<5ted  of  having  exercifed  a difpenfing  poAver,  the  queflion  Avas,  Avhether 
the  houfe  fhould  proceed  to  impeach  him.  It  Avas  hoAvever  met  by  the  quef- 
tion  for  adjournment,  AiJiich  after  midnight  Avas  carried  by  a majority  of  83 
againfl  23.  The  only  queftion  of  notice  that  occurred  during  the  remainder 
of  the  feffion,  Avas  Air.  Curran’s  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  crown,  feconded 
by  ]\Ir.  Grattan : this  Avas  alfo  defeated  by  the  queftion  of  adjournment  Avith- 


” A Member  of  the  Committee.  Mr.  O’Connor  is  perfeftly  right  j I have  heard  the  lowed  clafle.s 
''  of  the  people  talk  in  that  llyle. 

“ O'Connor.  The  people  are  confeious  you  are  felf  conllituted,  and  not  their  delegates ; men  who 
have  no  other  objeiSt  in  view  but  to  advance  your  own  individual  intereft. 

A Member  of  the  Committee.  That  we  are  a parcel  of  placemen  and  penfioners  ? 

“ O'Connor.  Exactly  fo. 

“ Committee.  What  is  the  objeft  the  people  have  in  view  at  prefent  ^ 

“ O'Connor.  1 believe  they  have  laid  by  for  the  inftant  all  idea  of  fpeculative  politics,  and  think 
“ only  how  they  fliall  annihilate  the  infupportable  ufurpation  and  cruelty  of  the  Britilh  and  Irilh 
“ government,  and  how  they  fhall  bed  avenge  the  blood  which  has  been  died,  and  the  tortures 
which  have  been  indidled,  to  fupport  a government  tliey  deted.” 

* 15  Parliamentary  Debates,  p.  370. 
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out  a debate.  ]Mr.  Curran  prefaced  the  motion  by  a very  eloquent  and  im- 
prellive  fpeech  upon  the  exifting  circumltances  of  the  country.  The  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  gave  for  reafon  in  moving  the  adjournment,  that 
the  time  was  improper,  and  the  charges  in  the  addrefs  were  fo  various  and 
multifarious,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  debate  them  all  together.  The  addrefs 
was  intended  as  a recorded  publication  of  the  fentiments,  and  juftification  to 
pofterity,  of  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition  during  that  feflion 
of  parliament.  The  motion  was, 

“ *That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  atfure  his  ma- 
“ jefty  of  our  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  family,  of  our  inviolable  regard 
“ for  the  monarchical  form  of  government,  and  of  our  determination  to  fup- 
“ port  the  conne6tion  with  Great  Britain  for  ev'er. 

“ That  we  humbly  prefume  to  hope  we  have,  on  all  occafioas,  manifefted 
“ thofe  fentiments  abundantly; 

“ That  we  are  the  more  inclined  to  do  fo,  from  a confeious  fenfe  of  the 
“ value  of  Ireland  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  the  empire; 

“ That,  in  confequence  of  the  part  taken  by  Great  Britain,  under  the  ad- 
“ vice  of  his  majefty 's  minitlers,  Ireland  is  involved  in  the  prefent  moft 
“ eventful  war; 

“ That  in  confequence  of  this  war,  we  have  greatly  added  to  our  annual 
“ taxes,  and  increafed,  near  three-fold  the  debt  of  the  nation; 

“ That'  we  have  alfo  allifted  the  army  and  navy  of  the  empire  with  vaft 
“ numbers  of  our  people,  who  have  in  different  quarters  of  the  globe  afferted, 
“ that  his  majefty  muft  ever  command  the  courage  and  loyalty  of  their 
“ country; 

“ That  in  this  year  we  continued  to  increafe  the  annual  taxes,  voted  a 
“ loan  of  near  two  millions,  granted  a greater  force  than  ever  was  paid  by 
“ Ireland,  and  made  thefe  unexampled  exertions  with  the  unanimity  of  the 
“ parliament  and  the  approbation  of  the  people. 

“ That  we  were  the  more  induced  to  this,  from  a zeal  for  his  majefty’s  fer- 
“ vice,  and  an  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  but  accompanied  with  an  expec- 
“ tation  that  our  extraordinary  grants  would  be  juftified  to  our  conftituents 
“ by  a reform,  under  a patriot  viceroy,  of  the  various  and  manifold  abufes 

that  had  taken  place  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Irifh  government,  a re- 


a 


15  Parliamentary  Debates^  p.  SgG. 


formation 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


527 


“ tormation  which  we  conceived,  in  the  prefent  times,  and  under  fuch  an 
“ increafe  of  debt  and  taxes,  indifpenfable,  and  which  we  do,  therefore,  moft 
“ humbly  perfift  to  implore  and  expe6t; 

“ That  after  the  fupply  was  granted,  and  the  force  voted,  and  whilfl;  the 
“ chief  governor,  pofleffing  the  entire  confidence  of  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
“ ment,  and  the  approbation  of  all  the  people,  was  reforming  abufes,  and 
“ putting  the  country  in  a ftate  of  defence,  he  was  fuddenly  and  prematurely 
“ recalled,  and  our  unparalleled  efforts  for  the  fupport  of  his  majefly,  an- 
“ fwered  by  the  ftrongefi;  marks  of  the  refentment  of  his  minifters ; 

“ That  in  confequence  of  fuch  a proceeding,  the  bufinefs  of  government 
“ was  interrupted,  the  defence  of  the  country  fufpended,  the  unanimity 
“ which  had  under  the  then  lord  lieutenant  exifted,  converted  into  juft  com- 
“ plaint  and  remonftrance,  and  the  energy,  confidence,  and  zeal  of  the  na- 
“ tion,  fo  loudly  called  for  by  his  majefty’s  minifters,  were,  by  the  condu6l  of 
“ thofe  very  minifters  themfelves,  materially  affedted  ; 

“ That  thefe,  their  late  proceedings,  aggravated  their  paft  fyftem;  in  com- 
“ plaining  of  which  we  particularly  refer  to  the  notorious  traffic  of  honors,  to 
“ the  removal  of  the  troops,  contrary  to  law,  and  in  total  difregard  of  the 
folemn  compadl  Avith  the  nation,  and  fafety  of  the  realm,  to  the  criminal 
condudl  of  government  refpedting  the  Irifh  army,  to  the  difburfement  of 
“ films  of  money  without  account  or  authority,  to  the  improvident  grant  of 
reverfions  at  the  expence  of  his  majefty’s  intereft,  facrificed  for  the  emolu- 
“ ment  of  his  fervants  to  the  condudl  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  in  both  coun- 
tries,  towards  his  Catholic  and  Proteftant  fubjedls  of  Ireland,  alternately 
“ pradlifing  on  their  paffions,  exciting  their  hope  and  procuring  their  difap- 
“ pointment; 

“ That  convinced  by  the  benefits  which  we  have  received  under  his  ma- 
“ jefty’s  reign,  that  the  grievances  of  which  Ave  complain  are  as  unknoAvn  to 
“ his  majefty  as  abhorrent  from  his  paternal  and  royal  difpofition; 

“ ^ye,  his  commons  of  Ireland,  beg  leave  to  lay  ourfelves  at  his  feet,  and, 
“ Avith  all  humility  to  his  majefty,  to  prefer,  on  our  part,  and  on  the  part  of 
“ our  conftituents,  this  our  juft  and  neceffary  remonftrance  againft  the  con- 
“ dudt  of  his  minifters ; and  to  implore  his  majefty,  that  he  may  be  graci- 
“ oufly  pleafed  to  lay  his  commands  upon  his  minifter  to  fecond  the  zeal  of 
“ his  Irifli  parliament  in  his  majefty’s  fervices,  by  manifefting  in  future,  to 
“ the  people  of  Ireland,  due  regard  and  attention.” 
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On  the  5th  of  June,  1795,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  with  the  ufual 
formalities.  The  lord-lieutenant’s  fpeech  from  the  throne  expreffed  his 
majefty’s  acknowledgments  for  the  very  liberal  fupplies,  and  commended  the 
benevolent  relief  of  the  poor  from  the  tax  of  hearth-money  ; the  wife  founda- 
tion of  a college  for  the  education  of  the  Catholic  clergy;  and  the  fatisfac- 
tory  arrangement  of  ifluing  money  from  the  treafury. 

Upon  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  arrival  in  England,  the  mifunderftanding  between 
him  and  the  miniftry  upon  the  fubje6t  of  his  inftrudlions,  became  very  ferious  : 
and  in  the  refult,  he  Avas  not  only  condemned  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  that  part  of  the 
cabinet,  which  confilled  of  the  old  adminiftration,  but  was  Avholly  abandoned 
by  thofe,  Avhom  he  had  reafon  to  call  his  OAvn  friends,  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
Earl  Mansfield,  Earl  Spencer,  and  IVIr.  Wyndham.  The  charge  made  by  the 
noble  lord,  Avho  infified  that  he  folloAved  his  inftrudlions  in  every  meafure 
which  he  had  propofed  in  Ireland,  Avas  met  by  the  plea  of  official  fecrecy, 
AA'hich  equally  bound  the  cabinet,  Avho  gave,  as  the  viceroy,  Avho  received 
the  inftru6tions.  A majority  in  the  cabinet  had  carried  the  queftion  of  his 
recal;  and,  in  fadt,  no  one  could  be  more  implicated  in  their  common  a6l  than 
the  other.  On  the  8th  day  of  May,  179^,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  after  having 
enlarged  upon  the  impolicy,  danger,  and  injuftice  of  recalling  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam  under  the  exilling  circumftances,  and  having  offered  to  the  houfe  a 
molt  juft  and  candid  rcprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  concluded  Avith 
the  folloAving  motion  : — “ That  an  humble  addrefs  beprefented  to  his  majefty, 
“ that  he  Avill  be  gracioufiy  pleated  to  diredt,  that  there  be  laid  before  tins 

houfe,  fuch  part  of  the  correfpondence  between  his  majefty’s  minilters  and 
“ Earl  FitzAvilliam,  late  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  as  related  to  the  motives 
“ and  grounds  of  his  recal  from  the  government  of  the  faid  kingdom,  during 
“ a feffion  of  parliament,  in  Avhich  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  had  voted 
“ their  confidence  in  him,  and  their  approbation  of  his  condudt,  and  Avith 
“ a munificence  unexampled,  had  granted  fupplies  for  the  general  exigencies 
“ of  the  ftate.”* 

The  Earls  of  iMansfield,  Coventry,  and  Carnarvon,  and  Lord  Sydney, 
oppoled  the  Duke’s  motion.  Lord  FitzAvilliam’s  charadler  not  having  fuffered 
by  his  removal,  they  maintained  that  no  inquiry  Avas  needed  to  clear  it  up. 
The  prerogative  of  the  croAvn  empOAvered  it  to  dilinifs  minifters  at  diferetion : 
It  Avere  unconftitutional  to  inftitute  enquiries  into  the  reafons  for  fuch  difmif- 
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lions ; and  parliamentary  difcuflions  were  the  more  improper,  as  they  might 
difclofe  matters  that  ought  never  to  have  been  divulge^.  The  difmiffion  of 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  proved  no  more  than  a difference  of  opinion  on  his  part, 
touching  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  that  made  it  improper  he  fliould  any  longer 
a6i;  with  minifters  who  were  of  another  : neither  was  there  fufficient  evidence 
of  the  difcontents  in  Ireland,  to  require  any  particular  inveftigation. 

The  Earl  of  Weffmorland  decidedly  condemned  the  introduction  into  the 
Irifli  parliament,  of  the  bufmefs  relating  to  the  Catholics,  wdiich  he  aflerted 
was  contrary  to  the  inftruCtions  carried  from  England  : their  emancipation, 
he  maintained,  was  repugnant  to  found  policy,  as  well  as  to  the  king’s  oath, 
and  the  laws  of  the  land. 

To  this  Lord  Fitzwilliam  replied,  that  the  moft  neceffary  policy  had  called 
upon  him  to  a6t  as  he  had  done.  Ireland  was  in  a ftate  of  imminent  danger 
from  internal  feuds  and  external  foes  ; the  Catholics  were  -equally  powerful 
and  diffatisfied:  the  French  were  become  mafters  of  Holland  ; and  thirty-fix 
hoftile  fail  of  the  line  were  hovering  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  Ireland.  In  this 
perilous  fituation  he  had  the  happinefs  to  unite  all  parties  in  a determination 
to  act  vigoroufly  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  But  could  he  have  effected 
this,  had  he  not  convinced  the  Irilh  of  the  liberal  intentions  of  this  country? 

He  was  anfwered  by  Lord  Grenville,  who,  after  alleging  the  very  fame 
reafons  againft  an  enquiry  as  had  been  adduced,  remarked,  that  were  parlia- 
ment to  affume  the  right  of  enquiring  into  the  motives  for  the  difmiffion  of 
minifters,  they  might,  by  the  fame  rule,  proceed  next  to  the  examination, 
whether  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  fucceed  them,  had  been  properly 
chofen.  This  would  obvioully  lead  to  ftill  more  dangerous  enquiries,  tending 
ultimately  to  unhinge  the  conftitution. 

After  many  warm  arguments  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  the  motion  for 
an  enquiry  was  rejected  by  one  hundred  againft  twenty-five. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  very  fpirited  debates  alfo  took  place  on  this  fub- 
jeCt.  ]\Ir.  Jekyll  propofed  the  fame  motion  that  had  been  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  fupported  it  by  fimilar  arguments.  It  was  ftated  in  reply  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  no  communication  of  the  correfpondence  between  Lord  Fitzwilliam 
and  the  miniftry  could  be  permitted  without  the  king’s  affent;  and  minifters 
were  officially  bounden  to  the  ftriCteft  fecrecy  in  all  cafes  of  this  nature.  He 
would  not  for  that  reafon,  enter  into  any  verbal  explanations  of  the  bufmefs 
in  queftion,  and  neither  ffiould  admit  nor  deny  the  faCts  or  the  inferences 
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alleged.  The  king  had  clearly  the  right  to  nominate  and  to  difmifs  minifters 
without  affigning  his  motives,  cafes  of  an  extraordinary  nature  excepted.  He 
forcibly  urged  the  indifpenfable  necelfity  of  an  entire  agreement  in  fentiments 
between  the  king’s  miniftry,  without  Avhich  it  Avere  impradicable  to  condudl 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  Avith  any  regularity  or  fuccefs;  and  yet  they  might 
differ  Avithout  any  diminution  of  reciprocal  friendfliip  or  efteem.  He  depre- 
cated the  difcuffion  of  fubjefts'noAv  before  the  Irilh  parliament,  as  a manifeft 
violation  of  its  independence ; and  AA^armly  exhorted  the  houfe  to  leave  the 
fettlement  of  affairs  in  that  nation  to  its  reprefentatives,  Avho  certainly  AA^ere 
beft  qualified  for  that  purpofe.  IMr.  Pitt  Aras  feconded  by  other  members, 
hleffrs.  Fox  and  Grey  fpoke  very  Avarmly  for  the  enquiry.  Mr.  Fox  com- 
pared the  difmiffal  of  Earl  FitzAvilliam  Avith  the  refignation  and  difmiflion  of 
Lord  Carlifle,  Lord  Temple,  Lord  Northington,  and  others;  and  pointed  out 
the  difference  betAveen  this  and  all  of  them.  In  the  cafes  of  all  thofe  noble 
perfons,  the  difmiffals  and  refignations  arofe  in  confequence  of  the  change  of 
adminiftration,  and  therefore  they  differed  entirely  from  the  prefent  cafe. 
Some  perfons  might  perhaps  objedl  to  this  motion,  as  the  very  Avoids  of  it 
conveyed  an  idea,  that  it  AA'as  dangerous  to  fuffer  any  enquiry  whatever  to 
take  place,  as  itftated  circumftances,  Avhich  Avent  to  infer  that  Ireland  Avas  in 
danger.  The  condudl  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  Aras  certainly  very  dangerous.  But 
to  Avhom  Avas  it  dangerous  : to  the  people  of  Ireland?  By  no  means.  It  was 
dangerous  only  to  the  few  individuals  whofe  plan  it  Avas  to  govern  Ireland  by 
corruption  : it  Avas  dangerous  to  thofe  Avho  held  the  intereft  and  the  fentiments 
of  the  people  of  that  country  in  contempt ; and  therefore  the  caufe  'of  the  re- 
moval of  the  noble  earl  upon  that  principle  Avas  eafily  jitrceived.  The  noble 
earl  was,  he  believed,  the  only  perfon  Avho  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  the 
applaufes  of  all  the  Catholics  and  diffenters  of  Ireland  ; the  only  perfon  Avho, 
fince  the  accelfion  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  had  been  able  to  unite  all  parties 
in  that  kingdom ; and  that  circumftance,  perhaps,  to  his  majefty’s  prefent 
advifers,  Aras  a fufficient  reafon  for  his  recal..  Here  jMr.  Fox  entered  into  a 
Ihort  hiftory  of  fads  Avith  regard  to  the  adminiftration  of  Earl  FitzAA'illiam  in 
Ireland  ; as  alfo  of  the  applications  Avhich  were  made  to  the  throne  by  dele- 
gates from  that  country  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics,  and  maintained  the  right 
Avhich  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  this  country  had  to  inftitute  enquiries  into 
public  matters  Avhieh  related  to  the  interefts  of  both.  He  Avas  of  opinion,  that 
AV'hat  had  been  alloAved  to  the  Catholics  in  that  country  and  in  this,  fo  far  as 
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it  went,  was  highly  proper  : but  that  while  there  was  any  cliftinftion  made 
between  them  and  the  Protellants  with  regard  to  political  rights,  they  would 
flill  continue  to  have  claims  upon  the  juftice  of  the  legiflature.  His  opinion, 
indeed,  Avas  veil  known  to  thofe  Avho  had  done  him  the  honor  to  attend  to 
him : it  was,  that  at  all  times,  in  all  countries,  and  upon  all  occafions,  there 
Ihould  be  no  diftinftions  in  political  rights,  on  account  of  religious  opinions. 
He  thought  that  the  prejudices  of  the  people  were,  generally  fpeaking,  worthy 
of  attention.  But  when  prejudices  bent  againfi;  the  general  principles  of  to- 
leration, he  did  not  think  them  entitled  to  much  refpeft.  What  was  the  cafe 
in  Ireland  when  Lord  Fitzwilliam  became  lord-lieutenant  ? When  he  arrived 
in  Ireland,  he  found  the  Proteftants  fo  far  from  having  any  alarm  at  the  idea 
of  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  that  they  all  wiflied  for  it:  even  when 
his  recal  was  known  to  be  about  to  take  place,  there  was  only  one  place  in  the 
whole  kingdom  where  alarm  was  affeded  to  be  felt,  in  confequence  of  the 
plan  propofed  in  favor  of  the  Catholics;  and  even  there  the  vote  upon  that 
occafion  Avas  carried  by  a finall  majority,  and  therefore  it  Avas  demonftrable, 
that  the  almoft  unanimous  Avifli  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  Avas  for  the  entire 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics. 

An  end  Avas  put  to  the  moft  warm  and  interefting  debate  during  the  feffion, 
by  Mr.  Pitt  moving  for  the  order  of  the  day,  Avhich  Avas  carried  by  180 
againft  49. 

The  fpirit  of  Defenderifm  encreafed  and  fpread  A'ery  Avidely  in  this  year, 
through  the  kingdom  ; and  many  even  in  Dublin  Avere  found  to  have  entered 
into  this  execrable  band.  To  them  AV'ere  attributed  the  outrages  committed 
upon  fome  of  the  firft  officer^*  of  the  ftate,  immediately  after  the  arrival  of 

Lord 


The  nature  of  thefe  outrages  appears  from  the  proclamation  publifhed  on  the  occalion, 
“ By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland, 

A Proclamation. 


CiUIDEN. 

“ WHEREAS  on  the  thirty-firft  day  of  March  laft,  after  his  excellency  the 
lord  lieutenant  had  been  fworn  into  office,  before  his  Grace  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Armagh  and 
“ his  excellency  the  lord  chancellor,  the  lords  juftices,  a great  number  of  perfons  aflembled  in 
“ and  near  his  majefty’s  Caftle  of  Dublin,  did  moft  daringly  and  illegally  infult  the  faid  Archbi- 
“ fhop  of  Armagh  and  the  faid  lord  chancellor,  as  they  were  returning  from  the  faid  Caftle,  by 
throwing  ftones  at  tlieir  carriages,  and  did  purfue  the  faid  lord  chancellor  from  the  faid  Caftle  of 
“ Dublin,  to  his  houfe  in  Ely-place,  and  did  aflault  him  feveral  times  by  throwing  paving  ftones  of 
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Lord  Camden  In  the  metropolis.  They  alfo  affailed  the  houfe  of  Mr.  John 
Claudius  Beresford.  The  characters  of  the  chancellor,  and  of  the  whole 
houfe  of  Beresford,  were  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  people  at  this  time. 
They  had  given  a decided  oppofition  to  parliamentary  reform  and  Catholic 
emancipation : Earl  Fitzwilliam  had  whhed  to  remove  the  chancellor,  but 
was  over-ruled  by  the  Britith  cabinet:  he  had  a6tually  removed  Mr.  Beres- 
ford from  the  revenue  board,  though  he  were  afterw’ards  reltored  by  a more 
powerful  mandate.  They  w^ere  prominently  a6tive  in  procuring  the  removal 
of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  ; and  on  that  account  alfo  they  were  expofed  to  the  full 
refentment  of  the  mob. 

In  the  provinces  too  the  outrages  of  the  defenders  were  encreafed  and  mul- 
tiplied to  fuch  a degree,  that  in  fome  counties  gentlemen  were  forced  to  keep 

in 

“ a very  large  fize  at  him,  by  one  of  which  the  faid  lord  chancellor  was  ftruck  and  wounded  in 
his  head. 

‘‘  And  whereas  various  mobs  aflembled  at  the  fame  time,  in  various  parts  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
“ and  did  attack  feveral  houfes  therein. 

“ Now  we  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  being  determined  to  bring  to  condign  puniftiment, 
" the  perfons  guilty  of  offences  of  a tendency  fo  dangerous  to  the  public  peace,  and  to  the  lives  and 
“ properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  do  by  this  our  proclamation  publifli  and  declare.  That 
” if  any  perfon  or  perfons  fhall  within  the  fpace  of  fix  calendar  months  from  the  date  hereof,  dif- 
“ cover  any  of  the  perfons  who  committed  any  of  the  offences  aforefaid,  or  who  advifed,  encou- 
“ raged,  infligated,  moved,  ftimulated,  or  incited  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  faid  offences,  or 
any  of  them,  to  commit  the  fame,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  difcovering  fhall  receive  as  a reward 
“ the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  for  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  made  the  attack  on  the  lord  pri- 
mate  and  lord  chancellor,  or  either  of  them,  and  one  hundred  pounds  for  every  of  the  firfl  three 
” perfons  who  fhall  be  apprehendecTand  convidtcd  of  attacking  the  faid  houfes  or  any  of  them, 

“ And  we  do  likewife  publifh  and  declare,  that  if  any  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  faid 
” offences  fliall  difcover  any  other  of  the  perfons  who  committed  any  of  the  faid  offences,  fo  that 
“ fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  fo  difcovered,  fliall  be  convidted  thereof,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  dif- 
“ covering,  fliall,  over  and  above  faid  reward,  receive  his  majefty’s  mofl:  gracious  pardon  for  the 
faid  offences. 

“ And  we  do  hereby  flridtly  charge  and  command  the  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  all 
“ juftices  of  the  peace  of  faid  city  of  Dublin,  and  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  and  all  fheriffs  and 
“ other  magiftrates  and  officers  within  their  feveral  jurifdiftions,  and  all  other  his  majefiy’s  loving 
“ fubjeds,  that  they  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  and  diligence  in  fuppreffmg  all  riots  and  unlaw- 
ful  alfemblies,  and  in  apprehending,  and  caufing  to  be  apprehended,  all  and  every  the  perfons 
“ concerned  in  the  faid  audacious  offences. 

” And  we  do  hereby  caution  his  majefiy’s  loving  and  peaceable  fubjeds,  carefully  to  avoid  all 

“ unlawful 
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in  their  hoiifes  a conftant  military  guard  to  preferve  them  and  their  families 
from  depredation  and  murder.  This  was  perhaps,  the  mod  awful  and  critical 
period  of  modern  Irifli  hiftory.  From  this  time  the  very  tint  of  moderation 
feems  to  have  been  effaced  from  every  tranfaftion  that  affeded  the  public 
weal.  There  certainly  were,  at  this  time,  many  fub-divifions  of  the  people 
into  particular  claffes,  who  affociated  together  for  different  purpofes,  mod 
with  laudable  views,  many  with  motives  of  confcious  innocence,  others  with 
defigns  of  a fufpicious  tendency,  and  fome  with  intentions  dire6lly  nefarious. 
But  one  grand  divifion  fuperfeded  all  thefe  fub-difcriminations : the  cadle  and 
the  popular  party.  The  general  marfhalling  of  individuals  into  thefe  two 
great  bodies,  was  effected  with  fo  much  heat  and  acrimonious  zeal,  that 
tyranny  and  treafon  became  the  only  medium  through  which  they  refpe6lively 
viewed  the  conduct  and  a6tions  of  each  other.  To  this  preternatural  tendon 
of  principle  are  to  be  reduced  all  the  exceffes  of  violence,  which  for  fome  years 
adlided  that  ill-fated  country,  till  the  powerful  balm  of  incorporate  union 
was  applied  to  heal  and  prevent  the  evil.  It  is  impodible  fo  to  analyze  the 
fmcerity  of  individuals,  as  to  arraign  their  profeded  views  and  intentions. 
No  man  can  fo  narroMdy  watch  the  workings  of  his  neighbour’s  mind,  as  to 
afcertain  the  inftant,  at  which  juftidable  convidion  takes  place;  few  can’ 


“ unlawful  aflemblies,  left  they  Ikould  expofe  therafelves  to  the  confequences,  neceflarily  refulting 
” from  the  executing  the  duties  of  the  magiftrates  in  the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace. 


^ven  at  the  council  chamber  in  Dublin,  the  ift  day  of  April,  1795. 
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anfwer  even  for  their  own.  Allowing  therefore,  what  eVery  man  claims  for 
himfelf,  full  credit  for  fmcerity  in  that,  which  he  profefles  to  do  for  the  good 
of  his  country  and  the  prefervation  of  its  conftitution,  we  proceed  to  the  detail 
of  what  was  attempted  and  effe6ted  by  the  different  parties  under  this  great 
pervading  maxim,  that  different  meafures  adopted  with  the  fame  motive  may 
and  generally  do  produce  contrary  effects. 

The  bulk  of  the  nation  unanimoufly  looked  up  with  confidence  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam : all  parties  Avere  united  in  fupport  of  it,  and  the 
civil  union  of  different  religions  threatened  immediate  overthroAv  to  whatever 
party  exifted  in  Ireland,  that  willied,  promoted,  or  throve  by  the  internal  dif- 
union  of  the  people.  For  more  than  a century  this  difuniting  principle  had 
been  the  regular  fyftem  and  avowed  language  of  the  government  in  every 
fpeech  from  the  throne.  Proteflant  union  of  lefs  than  a million  againfl  the 
common  enemy  confifting  of  three  millions,  was  encouraged  and  enforced : 
the  private  emoluments  and  advantages  of  that  fyftem  were  long  felt  and  en- 
joyed, even  after  the  public  had  ceafed  to  avow  it. 

A power  from  this  fide  of  the  Avater  had  replaced  thofe  perfons,  Avdiom  the 
people,  at  that  time,  looked  upon  as  their  greateft  enemies  in  the  plenitude 
of  .dominion.  Irritated  at  the  popular  Avilh  to  difplace  them,  they  l efumed 
their  former  fituations  AV'ith  redoubled  difpofition  to  ftrong  and  fevere  meafures, 
Avhich  their  adverfaries  called  arbitary  rule  and  oppreffion.  HenceforAvard 
the  popular  focieties  began  to  fettle  into  a fyftem  of  myfterioiis  fecrecy,  infi- 
nitely more  dangerous  than  their  former  plan  of  confident  and  open  boldnefs. 
This  Avas  the  fatal  effect  of  a change  of  meafures.  The  fecret  committee 
of  the  lords  explicitly  faid,  that  * “ the  attainment  of  Avhat  are  called  par- 
“ liamentary  reform  and  Catholic  emancipation  Avere  and  continued  to  be 
“ held  out  by  them  merely  as  a pretence  for  their  affociations,  and  Avith  a 
“ vieAV  to  feduce  perfons,  Avho  Avere  not  apprized  of  their  traiterous  defigns, 
“ to  unite  Avith  them.”  The  difappointment  and  forenefs  of  the  public  mind 
difpofed  immenfe  multitudes  to  aflbciate  upon  thefe  laAvful,  and,  according  to 
them,  moft  laudable  grounds.  Some  leading  heads  of  thefe  focieties,  Avhofe 
real  vieAVS,  according  to  the  Report  of  the  fecret  committee,  always  Avere  to 
feparate  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  took  advantage  of  the  critical  moment, 
and  converted  this  encreafed  aufterity  of  government  into  a moft  poAverful 
engine  for  forAvarding  their  traiterous  defigns.  That  Report  informs  us,  that 


* 7 Lords’  Journal,  580. 
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“ in  1795  * the  tefi  of  the  fociety  underwent  a ftriking  revihon,  the  words 
“ in  the  amended  teft  ftand,  ‘ a full  reprefentation  of  all  the  people,’  omitting 
“ the  words  ‘in  the  Commons’  Houfe  of  Parliament, :’  the  reafon  for  which 
“ had  been  admitted  by  three  t members  of  the  executive,  examined  before 

“ your 

* 17  Commons  Journal,  Appendix  DCCCXXIX. 

•}■  Thefe  were  Meffrs.  O'Connor,  Emmett,  and  Dr.  M'Neven,  who,  whilfl:  in  prifon  wrote  a 
detailed  Memoire  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Iriih  union,  and  delivered  it  im  to  the  Irilli  go- 
vernment. It  has  been  fince  printed,  together  witli  their  re^rt  of  their  examination  before  the 
committee,  whom  they  accufe  of  having  publilhed  a partial  and  garbled  account  of  it.  In  that  work, 
they  give  the  following  account  of  the  progrefs  of  the  union  at  tins  critical  period.  (Page  3)  “ The 
“ firft  of  thefe  focieties  was,  as  we  befl;  recoiled,  in  the  year  1795.  In  order  to  fecure  co-operation 
“ and  uniformity  of  adion,  they  organized  a fyflem  of  committees,  baronial,  county,  and  provin- 
cial,  and  even  national  j but  it  was  long  before  the  lEeleton  of  this  organization  was  filled  up. 
While  the  formation  of  thefe  focieties  was  in  agitation,  the  friends  of  liberty  were  gradually,  but 
with  a timid  ftep,  advancing  towards  republicanifm ; they  began  to  be  convinced,  that  it  would 
“ be  as  eafy  to  obtain  a revolution  as  a reform,  fo  obftinately  was  the  latter  refiftedj  and  as  the 
convidion  impreffed  itfelf  on  their  minds,  they  were  inclined  not  to  give  up  the  flmggle,  but  to 
extend  their  views  j it  was  for  this  reafon  that  in  their  teft  the  words  are  ‘an  equal  reprefentation 
‘ of  all  the  people  of  Ireland,’  without  inferting  the  word  parliament.  This  teft  embraced  both  the 
“ republican  and  the  reformer,  and  left  to  future  circumftances  to  decide,  to  which  point  the  com- 
“ mon  ftrength  fhould  be  direded ; but  ftill  the  whole  body,  we  are  convinced,  would  rejoice 
“ to  flop  fhort  at  reform.  Another  confideration,  however’,  led  the  minds  of  refleding  united 
“ Irifhmen  to  look  towards  a republic  and  feparation  from  England  j this  was  the  war  with  France; 
" they  clearly  perceived  that  their  ftrength  was  not  likely  to  become  fpeedily  equal  to  wrefting  from 
" the  Englilh  and  the  borough  intereft  in  Ireland  even  a reform ; foreign  afliftance  would,  there- 
“ fore,  perhaps  become  necefl’ary ; but  foreign  afliftance  could  only  be  hoped  for  in  proportion  as 
“ the  objed  to  which  it  would  be  applied  was  important  to  the  party  giving  it.  A reform  in  the 
“ Irifti  parliament  was  no  objed  to  the  French,  a feparation  of  Ireland  from  England  was  a mighty 
“ one  indeed.  Thus  they  reafoned:  fliall  we,  between  two  objeds,  confine  ourfelves  to  the  leaft 
“ valuable,  even  though  it  is  equally  difficult  to  be  obtained,  if  we  confider  the  relation  of  Ireland 
“ with  the  reft  of  Europe. 

“ Whatever  progrefs  the  united  fyftem  had  made  among  the  Catholics  throughout  the  kingdom, 
“ until  after  the  recal  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  notwithftanding  many  refolutions,  which  had  appeared 
“ from  them,  manifefting  a growing  fpirit,  they  were  confidered  as  entertaining  an  habitual  fpirit 
“ for  monarchy,  but  alfo  as  being  lefs  attached  than  the  prefbyterians  to  political  liberty.  There 
“ were,  however,  certain  men  among  them,  who  rejoiced  at  the  rejedion  of  their  claims,  becaufe  it 
“ gave  them  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  that  the  adverfaries  of  reform  were  their  adverfaries  ; 
“ and  that  thefe  two  objeds  could  never  be  feparated  with  any  chance  of  fuccefs  to  either.  They 
“ ufed  the  recal  of  that  nobleman,  and  the  rejedion  of  his  meafures,  to  cement  together  in  political 
“ union  the  Catholic  and  Prefibyterian  malTes. 
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your  committee,  to  be  the  better  to  reconcile  reformers  and  republicans  in 
“ a common  exertion  to  overthrow  the  Rate.” 

Having  failed  in  their  attempt  and  defpairing  of  ever  attaining  Catholic 
emancipation  under  the  then  exifting  fpirit  of  the  government,  the  united 
Irillimen  lield  out,  that  the  only  gleam  of  hope  was  to  arife  out  of  a reform  of 
parliament;  that  had  ever  been  their  great  rallying  point;  they  now  gave  out, 
that  they  fyllemized  their  plan  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  with 
quicker  and  furer  effedl,  a radical  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
founded  on  the  principle^jf  civil,  political  and  religious  liberty.  From  re- 
flexion and  experience,  they  were  convinced,  that  no  fyftem  but  that  of  union 
could  fucceed;  they  therefore  formed  themfelves  into  affiliated  focieties,  and 
adopted  the  following  folemn  teft ; 

“ In  the  awful  prefence  of  God,  I.  A.  B.  do  voluntarily  declare,  that  I will 
“ perfevere  in  endeavouring  to  form  a brotherhood  of  affeXion  among  Irifli- 
“ men  of  every  religious  perfuafion ; and  that  I will  alfo  perfevere  in  my  en- 
“ deavours  to  obtain  an  equal,  full,  and  adequate  reprefentation  of  all  the 
“ people  in  Ireland.  I do  further  declare,  that  neither  hopes,  fears,  rewards, 
“ or  punifliments,  lhall  ever  induce  me,  direXly  or  indireXly,  to  inform  on, 
“ or  give  evidence  againfl.  any  member  or  members  of  this  or  fimilar  focieties, 
“ for  any  aXor  expreffion  of  theirs  done  or  made,  colleXively  or  individually, 
“ in  or  out  of  tliis  fociety,  in  purfuance  of  the  fpirit  of  this  obligation.” 

So  eagerly  did  perfons  of  every  denomination  give  into  that  plan,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  focieties  were  formed  in  inoft  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The 
moment  the  people  began  to  feel  the  powerful  effeXs  of  union,  the  gentlemen 
in  place  became  frightfully  alarmed  for  their  fituations ; active  agents  were 
fent  down  to  Armagh,  to  turn  the  ferocity  and  fanaticifm  of  the  Peep  of 
Day  Boys  into  a religious  conteft  with  the  Catholics  under  the  fpecious  ap- 
pearances of  zeal  for  church  and  king.  Perfonal  animofity  was  artfully  con- 
verted into  religious  rancour:  and  for  the  fpecious  purpofe  of  taking  off  the 
Riginaof  delinquency,  the  appellation  of  Peep  of  Day  Boys  was  changed  into 
that  of  Orange  Men.  At  firll  no  perfon  of  confequence  appeared  in  it:  the 
firft  lodge  was  formed  on  the  21  ft  of  September,  1 795.  Like  the  United  Irijh- 

The  modern  focieties,  for  their  proteftion  againfl  informers  and  profecution,  had  introduced 
“ into  their  tell  a claufe  of  fecrecy.  They  did  more, — they  changed  the  engagement  of  their  pre- 
“ deceflbrs  into  an  oath;  and  mutual  confidence  encreafed,  when  religion  was  called  in  aid  of 
“ mutual  fecurity.” 
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me.n^  they  Arere  foon  affiliated,  and  their  numbers  increafed.  Their  profcf- 
fions  widely  differed  from  their  pra6liccs  : they  pretended  to  fupport  only 
that  conftitution,  which  had  been  given  to  the  country  by  William  the 
Prince  of  Orange : but  their  conduct,  as'will  be  feen  hereafter,  was  little 
guided  by  the  liberal  principles  of  the  Revolution.  *Their  teft  is  faid  to  have 
been:  “ In  the  awful  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  I A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear, 
“ that  I Avill,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  fupport  the  king  and  the  prefent 
“ government;  and  I do  further  fwear,  that  I will  ufe  my  utmoft  exertions 
“ to  exterminate  all  the  Catholics  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.”  But  this 
oath,  though  fecret,  has  latterly  been  denied  by  the  Orangemen  of  refpe61a- 
bility  and  confequence.  It  has  been  generally  credited,  that  it  was  taken  by 
all  the  original  lodges,  and  continued  afterw-ards  to  be  taken  by  the  lower 
clafles  at  leaft,  if  not  privately  by  all  Orangemen.  The  exterminating  fpirit 
of  the  oath  was  too  often  a6ted  upon,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter.  The  great 
increafe  of  the  Orange  inftitution  did  not  take  place  till  the  enfuingyear. 

The  fpirit  and  boldnefs  of  the  defenders  in  the  fummer  of  1795  affumed  a 
moft  formidable  appearance  : but  fo  far  were  they  from  being  countenanced 
and  fupported  by  the  body  of  Catholics,  that  their  moft  open  outrages  were 
attempted  againft  fome  Catliolic  magiftrates  in  the  county  of  Kildare ; where 
they  appeared'!'  in  bodies  of  feveral  hundreds.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year 
Lord  Carhamptoh  finding  that  certain  diftridts  under  his  command  were  over- 
iun_  by  thefe  defenders  Avith  impunity,  took  a fnmmary  mode  of  reftoring 
tranquillity,  by  exerting  a vigour  beyond  the  laAv,;}:  Avhieh  Avas-  as  highly  ap- 
plauded by  government,  as  it  Avas  feverely  reprobated  by  the  oppofition. 

In 

* This  form  of  teft  is  what  is  generally  believed  to  have  been  in  ufe  araongft  the  Orangemen  t 
but  the  author  has  no  authentic  document  for  it.  It  is  fo  ftated  in  a pamphlet  publifhed  in  1797, 
called,  A View  of  the  prefent  State  of  Ireland,  by  an  obferver,  faid  to  have  been  written  by  Mr. 
A.  O’Connor,  They  were  always  faid  to  have  a fecret  teft,  which  they  called  their  Purple  Oath. 
The  fecret  committee  of  the  Lords  in  1798  alked  Mr.  A.  O’Connor,  if  government  had  any  thing 
te  do  with  their  Oath  of  Extermination . 

-j-  The  refolutions  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  which  Ihew  the  conduft  of  the  defenders  and  the 
fpirit  of  the  county  in  refifting  them,  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XCVIII. 

X What  the  real  confequence  of  this  ftrong  meafure  of  Lord  Carharapton  was,  remains  ftill 
doubtful  to  many.  It  is  thus  reprefented  by  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  p.  145.  “ Lord  Carhampton 

“ finding  that  the  laws  were  filent  and  inoperative  in  the  counties  which  he  vifited,  and-that  they 
“ did  not  afford  protection  to  the  loyal  and  peaceable  fubjeCts,  who  in  moft  places  were  obliged 
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In  tills  alarming  flate  of  the  country  a very  laudable  example  was  fetto  the 
nation  at  large  by  the  IMarquis  ot  Waterford,  by  heading  a fubfeription  of 
fome  hundred  refpe6lable  perfons,  who  took  that  opportunity  of  Ihewing  their 

loyalty 

“ to  fly  from  tlieir  habitations,  refolved  to  reftore 'tliera  to  their  ufual  energy,  by  the  following  fa- 
“ lutary  fyftem  of  feverity  : 

“ In  each  county  he  aflfembled  the  moft  refpe6table  gentlemen  and  landholders  in  it,  and  hav- 
” ing,  in  concert  with  them,  examined  the  charges  againft  the  leaders  of  this  banditti,  who  were 
“ in  prifon,  but  defied  juftiee,  he,  with  the  coneurrence  of  thefe  gentlemen,  fent  the  moft  nefarious 
“ of  them  on  board  a tender,  ftationed  at  Sligo,  to  ferve  in  his  majefty’s  navy. 

“ By  this  bold  meafure,  founded  in  obvious  principles  of  political  neceffity,  he  completely  re- 
“ ftored  peace  in  the  difturbed  counties. 

“ The  loyal  inhabitants,  and  the  grand  juries  in  them,  thanked  Lord  Carhampton  for  his  wife 
“ and  falutary  exertions  5 but  the  difafFe6ted  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  exafperated  that  he  had 
“ checked  the  progrefs  of  their  revolutionary  fchemes,  raifed  a great  clamour  in  confequence  of  it ; 
“ and  as  they  meditated  many  profecutions  and  civil  aiSlions  againft  him,  a law  was  pafled  in  the 
" month  of  February,  1796,  to  indemnify  fueh  perfons  as  had  exceeded  the  limits  of  the  law  in  re- 
" ftoring  peace  and  good  order ; which,  as  a matter  of  courfe,  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  mino- 
“ rity  in  the  Houle  of  Commons.” 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  reprefen  ted  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Grattan  in  the  petition  from  the  Whig 
club  in  the  following  light,  p.  6.  ‘‘  In  order  to  punifli  additional  difeontents,  the  effeft  of  Lord 

” Fitzwilliam’s  removal,  and  the  public  difappointment  that  followed ; in  order  to  fupport  the 
" Irifli  miniftry  that  fucceeded,  and  returned  with  their  old  maxims  of  government,  they  tiiought 
" proper  to  proceed  againft  the  people  without  any  form  or  procefs  whatfoever  j and  laying  afide  the 
“ incumbrance  of  ftatute,  and  the  delay  of  law,  they  fuffered  their  general  and  other  magiftrates  to 
“ form  themfelves  into  a fpeeies  of  revolutionary  tribunal,  where  thefe  men  fat  without  law,  tried 
“ without  law,  fentenced  without  law,  and  punilhed  without  law  ; not  a few  individuals,  but 
“ hordes,  tribes,  and  generations  of  country  people,  fent  on  board  a tender  often  on  this  principle, 
“■  that  if  tried  before  a court  of  law,  they  would  probably  be  acquitted.  His  majefty  has  heard  the 
effeft  of  this  policy,  in  the  mutiny  of  his  fleet.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  law  was  open  ; we 
fubmit  to  his  majefty,  that  it  was  far  otherwife  : for  a bill  of  indemnity  was  pafled,  nearly  in 
“ the  flyle  and  manner  of  acclamation,  without  enquiry,  the  propofal  of  which  was  rejected  with 
an  outcry  ; which  bill  of  indemnity  went  to  fecure  the  offending  magiftrates  againft  the  confe- 
“ quences  of  their  outrages  and  illegalities  ■,  that  is  to  fay,  in  our  humble  conception,  the  poor  were 
“ ftricken  out  of  the  prote6tion  of  the  law,  and  the  rich  out  of  its  penalties;  and  then  another  bill 
" was  pafled,  to  give  fuch  lawlefs  proceedings  againft  his  majefty’s  fubjeds  continuation  ; namely,  a 
“ bill  to  enable  the  magiftrates  to  perpetrate  by  law,  thofe  offences  which  they  had  before  committed 
againft  it ; a bill  to  legalize  outrage,  to  barbarize  law,  and  to  give  the  law  itfelf  the  caft  and  co- 
lour  of  outrage.  By  fuch  a bill,  the  magiftrates  were  enabled,  without  legal  procefs,  to  fend  on 
“ board  a tender  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  and  the  country  was  divided  into  two  claffes,  or  formed 
“ into  two  diftinft  nations,  living  under  the  fame  king,  and  inhabiting  the  fame  ifland ; one  con- 
, “ filling 
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loyalty  and  attachment  to  our  gracious  fovereign  by  publicly  concurring  in 
opinion,  that  a Waterford  regiment  ought  to  be  raifcd,  in  Avhich  there  tliould 
be  no  diftin6lion  of  religion,  but  that  Proteftants  and  Catholics  fliould  be 
indifcriminately  united.  This  example  was  not  followed  up.  So  rapidly  and 
widely  did  defenderifm  this  year  fpread  its  baneful  elfedts,  that  the  refpeCtable 
inhabitants  of  moft  counties  throughout  the  kingdom  found  it  necelfary  to 
enter  into  affociations  and  fubfcriptions  in  felf-defence.  In  the  fummer  af- 
fizes  of  this  year  feveral  defenders  were  tried  and  found  guilty  of  high  trea- 
fon ; and  in  the  month  of  September,  the  animofities  of  the  defenders  and 
peep-of-day  boys  were  renewed  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  the  defenders  remained  for  feveral  days  openly  under  arms.  On  the 
2 1 ft  of  September,  the  battle  of  the  Diamond,  fo  called  from  the  village  of 
that  name,  was  fought,  in  which  the  defenders,  though  greatly  fuperior  in 
number,  were  worfted  with  confiderable  flaughter.  From  this  defeat  of  tlie 
defenders,  is  to  be  traced  the  increafed  rancour  and  ferocity  of  their  oppo- 
nents, who,  as  before  obferved,  henceforward  had  formed  themfelvcs  into 
clubs  of  Orangemen,  and  thereby  having  increafed  their  ftrength,  proceed- 
ed, as  will  afterwards  appear,  to  exterminate  the  whole  race  of  Catholics  out 
of  the  county  of  Armagh,  and  that  neighbourhood. 

When  the  parliament  met  on  the  2lft  of  January,  1796,  the  lord  lieutenant 
in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  congratulated  with  them  on  the  improvement 
of  the  general  fituation  of  aftairs  on  the  continent.  The  continued  and  bril- 
liant fucceffes  of  the  Auftrian  armies  upon  the  Rhine,  the  important  captures 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Trincomale  by  his  majefty’s  forces,  and  the 
decided  and  confirmed  fuperiority  of  his  fleets,  were  circumftanGes  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  the  common  caufe ; and  their  eflfedl  was  ftrengthened  bv 
the  internal  diftrefles,  the  ruined  commerce,  and  financial  embarraflinents  of 
the  enemy.  The  crifis  lately  depending  in  France  had  led  to  an  order  of 
things  in  that  country,  fuch  as  would  induce  his  majefty  to  meet  any  difpo- 
fition  to  negociation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  an  earneft  delire  to  give 

lifting  of  the  king’s  magiftrates,  and  the  other  of  the  king’s  fubjeds  ■,  the  former  without  re- 

ftraint,  and  the  latter  without  privilege.' 

“ The  fupporters  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  have  boafted  of  the  effedts  of  their  bills,  in  eftablilhing 
” fecurity;  we  lament  that  we  cannot  beheve  them ; and  we  know  very  well  how  fanguine  they 
" have  been  on  limilar  fubjedts,  and  how  mlferably  they  have  deluded  government  and  themfelves.” 

* j6  P.  d.  p.  2. 
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it  the  fiilleft  and  fpeedieR  effe6t,  and  to  conclude  a treaty  of  general  peace, 
Avhen  it  might  be  etfehted  on  juft  and  fuitable  terms  for  himfelf  and  his  allies. 
The  treaty  of  commerce  betw  een  his  majeftyand  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica having  been  mutually  ratified,  he  had  ordered  copies  of  it  by  his  ma- 
jefiy's  command  to  be  laid  before  them. 

The  event  of  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales  having  been  hap- 
pily delivered  of  a Princefs  was  alfo  announced. 

His  excellency  congratulated  the  commons, 'that  notwithftanding  the  con- 
tinued prelfure  of  the  war,  the  commerce  and  revenues  of  the  kingdom  had 
not  in  any  degree  fallen  from  that  flourifiiing  ftate  of  advancement,  which 
in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament  Avas  a fubje6t  of  fuch  juft  congratulation. 
That  circumfiance  afforded  a decifive  proof  that  their  profperity  Avas  founded 
on  a folid  bafis,  and  led  to  indulge  the  flattering  hope,  that  AvhateA'er  addi- 
tional burdens  might  be  neceifary  to  impofe  Avould  not  be  materially  felt  by 
the  people. 

He  then  generally  adverted  to  thofe  fecret  and  treafonable  aflbciations, 
the  dangerous  extent  and  malignity  of  Avhich  had  in  fome  degree  been  dif- 
clofed  on  feveral  trials,  and  to  the  difturbances,  Avhich  had  taken  place  in 
fome  parts  of  the  kingdom.  It  had  at  the  fame  time  been  a fource  of  great 
fatisHction  to  him  to  obferve  the  fuccefsful  and  meritorious  exertions  of  the 
magiftrates  in  feA'eral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  alacrity,  Avhich  his  ma- 
jefty’s  regular  and  militia  forces  had  univerfally  manifefted  in  aid  of  the  civil 
pOAver,  Avhenever  they  had  been  called  upon  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace 
and  fupport  of  the  laAV's.  It  remained  for  their  prudence  and  Acifdom  to  de- 
vife  fuch  meafures  as,  together  Avith  a continuance  of  thofe  exertions,  and 
the  additional  powers,  Avhich,  by  the  adA'ice  of  the  privy  council,  he  had 
thought  it  neceflary  to  eftablilh  in  different  counties,  Avould  preA-ent  the  re- 
turn of  fimilar  exceffes,  and  reftore  a proper  reverence  for  the  law  of  the 
country. 

Lord  Tyrone  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  and  was  fcconded  by  Col. 
Fofter. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  the  addrefs,  as  far  as  exprefling  our  abhorrence  at 
the  daring  outrage  committed  on  the  perfon  of  our  fovereign,  and  as  far  as 
exprefling  our  congratulations  on  the  increafe  of  his  domeftic  happinefs,  and 
as  far  as  it  Avent  to  compliment  Lord  Camden,  met  Avithhis  approbation;  but 
that  part  of  the  addrefs,  which  exprefled  a confidence  in  the  prefent  admi- 

niftration, 
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niftratioii,  met  with  his  decided  difapprobation.  He  faid,  that  Ireland  had 
not  been  treated  with  refpe6t.  The  people  of  Ireland  were  loyal  to  their 
fovereign,  and  how  had  they  been  treated  ? The  fyftem  of  the  Britilh  minilter 
had  been  to  treat  them  uniformly  with  infolence  and  contumely ; and  the 
fyftem  of  the  adminiftration  for  thefe  feveral  years  paft  liad  been  profligate 
and  corrupt.  He  took  a retrofpedl  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  iMarquis  of 
Buckingham,  who  was  fent  over  to  promife  that  which  he  did  not  peifoim. 
He  adverted  to  the  fale  of  peerages,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a corrupt 
and  undue  influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  had  been  part  of  the 
fyftem  of  the  Buckingham  adminiftration;  he  next  adverted  to  the  difpenfing 
power  of  the  Earl  of  Weflmorland  to  take  away  the  army  from  that  kingdonq 
contrary  to  law,  which  Ihould  always  confill  of  an  efieftive  force  of  12,000 
men  for  the  home  defence,  and  which  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  Auguft, 
September,  October,  and  November,  were  confiderably  under  that  number. 
In  the  American  Avar,  they  had  been  left  naked  ; .and  in  the  French  war  they 
had  been  left  naked.  Thefe  were  two  impeachable  crimes  under  the  Britilh 
adminiftration. 

He  reprobated  the  conduct  of  a former  adminiftration  towards  the  Ca- 
tholics of  the  country  : the  hornets  of  government  were  fent  out  to  the  dif- 
ferent county  grand  juries,  in  order  to  procure  addreffes  and  refolutions  to 
Avail  out  the  Catholics  from  the  conftitution,  as  the  Englifh  had  formerly 
Availed  out  the  Scotch,  and  the  Chinefe  the  Tartars.  He  faid,  that  the  Bri- 
tilh cabinet,  during  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  FitzAvilliahi,  had  broken  faith 
Avith  Ireland.  He  reprobated  the  conduct  of  Lord  Weftmorland  in  granting 
the  reA^erfion  of  every  capital  employment  in  the  kingdom,  after  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  had  been  appointed  ; and  that  during  his  adminiftration,  fourteen  netv 
employments  had  been  created,  and  thirteen  reverfions  granted  aAvay ; this 
fyftem  he  reprobated  in  very  ftrong  and  fevere  terms  : he  faid,  that  the  con- 
du6t  of  the  Britifli  cabinet  tOAvards  their  country  Avas  influenced  by  falfe  Avit- 
nefles  againft  Ireland  ; by  bad  viceroys,  Avho  had  afted  in  their  adminiftration 
unfavorably  to  Ireland  ; and  if  not  by  bad  viceroys,  the  Britifli  cabinet  Avas 
influenced  by  clerks,  by  fpies,  and  by- runners. 

Having  dAvelt  for  fome  time  on  the  condudl  of  the  Britifli  cabinet  toAvards 
his  country,  Avhich  had  drained  itfelf  of  its  men  and  money  for  the  fupport 
of  Great  Britain,  he  contrafted  the  conduct  of  the  Britifli  cabinet  tOAvards 

other 
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other  countries.  He  concluded  a fpeech  of  confiderable  length  with  moving 
an  amendment  to  the  addrefs  ncarl}'  to  the  following  purport: 

“ That  they  Ihould  pay  the  iitmoft  attention  to  every  meafure  for  the  purpofe 
“ of  preferving  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  country,  and  to  amend  the 
“ condition  of  the  lower  defcription  of  the  people  in  this  kingdom ; with  a 
“ view  to  render  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries  the  more  endear- 
“ ing,  and  to  enable  them  more  cheerfully  to  contribute  to  fuch  burthens  as 
“ fliould  be  impofed  upon  them,  they  humbly  befeeched  his  majefty,  that  he 
“ would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  to  his  parliament  in  England 
“ to  adopt  fuch  meafures  for  the  admiffion  of  the  manufactures  of  that  king- 
“ dom  into  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  on  terms  not  Icfs  advantageous  than 
“ what  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  were  admitted  into  the  ports  of 
“ Ireland.” 

IVIr.  Vandeleur  feconded  the  motion. 

After  Mr.  Grattan’s  amendment  had  been  rejected  by  a majority  of  122 
againft  14,*  the  attorney  general  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  fub- 
jeCt  of  difturbances  in  fome  parts  of  the  country  ; to  check  thofe  offences,  he 
would  introduce  a bill,  and  in  that  bill  perhaps,  or  in  a feparate  bill,  would 
have  a claufe  to,  indemnify  certain  magiftrates  and  others,  who  aCied  for  the 
public  good,  though  not  exaCtl}-  under  the  exifting  law^s,  in  fuppreffing  thefe 
difturbances.  He  had  mentioned,  upon  his  return  from  fome  profecutions, 
w'hich  were  carried  on  about  three  years  ago,  his  intention  to  bring  in  a bill 
to  make  a confpiracy  to  murder  felony  ; he  had  hoped,  that  this  declaration 
would  in  fome  meafure  have  checked  the  evil ; but  he  was  forry  to  fay,"  it  had 
not:  conlpiracies  to  murder  w'ere  ftill  frequent,  and  the  idea  of  aflaffination 
had  become  as  familiar  as  that  of  fowling. 

Mr.  Curran  wiffied  to  know  the  extent  and  nature  of  that  delinquency, 
which  it  w’as  intended  to  indemnify  ; when  Mr.  M.  Beresford  obferved,  the 
word  delinquency  w^as  not  applicable  to  the  perfons  intended  ; a part  of  the 
country  was  alarmingly  difturbed ; the  magiftrates  and  others  inveffed  with 
power  had,  in  order  to  prevent  the  iteceffity  of  proclaiming  martial  law  univer- 
fally,  aCted  in  that  particular  diftriCl,  as  if  martial  law  were  proclaimed  : this 
conduct,  fo  far  from  being  delinquency,, was  juftifiable  and  laudable,  and  of 
happy  confequence  in  the  event. 

* j6  Pari.  Deb.  p.  I2. 
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Oil  the  28th  of  the  month  the  attorney  general  adverted  to  the  notice  he 
had  given  on  tlie  firfl;  night  of  the  felTion  of  his  intention  of  bringing  in  two 
bills  ; the  obje6t  of  one  of  them  was,  for  preventing  in  future  infurreftions, 
and  tumults,  and  riots  in  this  kingdom  ; and  the  ohje6l  of  the  other  bill  was, 
to  indemnify  certain  magiftrates  and  others,  who,  in  their  exertions  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  tranquillity,  might  have  a6led  againft  the  forms 
and  rules  of  law  ; he  Rated,  that  the  bill  for  the  more  eflre6lually  preventing 
of  infurrections,  tumults,  and  riots  by  perfons  ftyling  themfelves  defenders, 
and  other  diforderly  perfons,  Avas  however  repugnant  to  his  feelings,  a bloody 
penal  code. 

He  faid,  that  the  acts  then  in  force  for  adminiftering  unlawful  oaths  was 
not  fufficiently  Rrong,  and  the  adminiftering  of  unlawful  oaths  was  the  fource 
of  all  the  treafonable  a6tions,  which  had  taken  place  in  the  country;  the  bill 
propofed,  that  the  adminiftering  of  unlawful  oaths  ftiould  be  felony  of  death; 
but  he  would  propofe,  that  that  bill  ftiould  be  but  a temporary  law;  there 
was  alfo  a claufe  in  the  bill  to  enable  the  magiltrates,  at  the  quarter  feflions, 
to  take  up  all  idle  vagrants  and  perfons  who  had  no  vifible  means  of  earning 
a livelihood,  and  fend  them  to  ferve  on  board  the  fleet : he  faid,  he  did  not 
propofe  to  hurry  this  bill  through  the  houfe,  but  give  time  for  the  confidera- 
-tion,  as  it  might  be  neceflary  to  add  much,  and  make  feveral  alterations.  He 
then  moved  for  leave  “ to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  more  effe6lually  preventing 
“ of  infurrections,  tumults,  and  riots,  by  perfons  i'tyling  themfeh  es  defenders, 
“ and  other  diforderly  perfons ;”  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
Then  he  moved  for  leave  ‘‘  to  bring  in  a bill  for  indemnifying  fuch  magif- 
“ trates  and  others,  who  might  have,  fince  the  ift  of  January,  1790,  exceeded 
“ the  ordinary  forms  and  rules  of  law  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
“ peace,  and  fuppreftion  of  infurret^ion  prevailing  in  fome  parts  of  this  king- 
“ dom  ;”  which  was  alfo  given  without  any  oppofition. 

On  the  fame  day  Mr.  Curran’s  motion  for  appointing  a committee  to  en- 
quire into  theftate  of  the  poor,  and  the  price  of  labour  in  that  kingdom,  after 
a confiderable  debate  was  negatived  by  the  queftion  of  adjourninent,  there 
being  only  16  for  going  into  the  committee,  and  137  for  the  adjournment. 
A proportionate  divifion  alfo  took  place,  by  the  chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer's moving  the  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  Grattan's  motion  for  equalizing 
the  channel  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  reciprocally  ad- 
mitting 
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niitting  the  manufa(5luies  of  either  country  into  the  other  upon  equal  rates 
of  duty.* 

tOn  tlie  20tli  of  February,  17g6,  the  attorney  general  prefaced  four  refo- 
lutions,  which  he  propofed  to  the  houfe,  with  an  hiftorical  detail  of  the  out- 
rageous conduft  of  the  defenders.  The  country  had  been  for  a feries  of 
years  dhlurbed  in  various  parts  of  it ; he  Ihould  not  then  enter  into  the  caufes 
ofthofe  difturbances,  but  he  fliould  take  them  up  at  the  period  of  1700,  when 
tliofe  difturbances  chiefly  raged  in  the  county  of  Meath.  The  Defenders 
objedt  then  was  to  plunder  the  peaceable  inhabitants  in  that  county  of  their 
fire  arms ; they  alfociated  together,  and  bound  themfelves  by  the  folemn  tie 
of  an  oath.  The  Defenders,  it  had  fince  appeared,  had  their  committee  men 
and  their  captains,  whom  they  were  bound  to  obey,  and  their  obje6l;  was  to 
overthrow  the  eftabliflied  order  of  government.  Seditious  emilfaries  difperfed 
themfelves  among  the  people;  in  one  place,  telling  the  labouring  man  that 
his  wages  would  be  raifed;  and  in  another,  working  upon  their  feelings,  and 
enticing  them  to  a6ts  of  'violence  and  of  outrage.  To  reprefs  thefe  dif- 
turbances, the  efforts  of  government  were  exerted  in  1700;  170L  and  1702  ; 
and  the  confequence  was,  that  a great  number  were  brouglit  to  juftice,  and 
fevcral  were  tranfported:  notwithftanding  thefe  examples,  the  difturbances 
continued,  and  they  proceeded  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft,  and  in  three  coun- 
ties' in  Connaught,  thefe  banditti,  in  open  day,  made  an  attack  upon  the 
king’s  forces  ; the  army  always  routed  them,  and  in  one  engagement,  forty 
or  fifty  of  thefe  mifcreants  fell:  there  were  profecutions  in  that  province,  and 
feveral  were  brought  to  juftice,  and  a great  number  were  tranfported':  that 
province  then  wa.s  in  a ftate  of  tranquillity  (thanks  to  Lord  Carhampton), 
through  whofe  exertions,  humanity,  and  good  conduct,  quiet  was  reftored. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  examples,  difturbances  continued  in  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  Thefe  wretches  aftbciated  together  by  night  for  the  purpofe 
of  plunder,  murder  and  devaftation.  To  prevent  witnefles  appearing  againft 
them  on  trial,  they  had  adopted  a fyftem  of  alfaflination.  He  inftanced  the 
tranfaftion  which  took  place  about  ten  days  before,  near  Lutrelftown,  where 
the  Cormicks,  who  M'ere  to  profecute  Defenders  the  very  next  ylay,  at  the 
quarter  feflions  of  Kilmainham,  were  moft  inhumanly  murdered.  Another 

* iC  Pari.  Deb.  p.  77.  This  much  debated  on  the  13th  of  February,  1796. 

t 1 6 Pari.  Deb.  p.  102. 
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part  of  their  fyftein  was,  to  put  witnefles  to  death  after  trial;  and  hcin- 
ftanced  a cafe,  where  a witnefs  who  had  profecuted  Defenders  at  the  aflizes 
of  Dundalk,  had  been  murdered  after  the  trial:  he  inftanccd  many  a6ls  of 
atrocity  committed  in  the  county  of  Longford,  particularly  the  cafe  of  I\Ir. 
Harman,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  county,  and  in  the  county  of 
Weftmeath,  Cavan,  and  IVIeath:  under  thefe  circumftances,  fome  new  fcheme 
was  neceflary  to  put  an  end  to  fuch  enormities. 

His  firft  object  was,  to  prevent  thefe  rifing;s  in  future;  in  order  to  do  this, 
it  was  proper  to  enable  government,  on  the  petition  of  gentlemen  refident 
in  a county  where  any  rifing  llaould  be,  to  fend  a force  to  that  county,  fuf- 
ficient  to  quell  fuch  riling ; another  was,  to  enable  the  magiftrates  at  feflions 
to  take  up  at  unfeafonable  hours  all  perfons,  who  could  not  give  a fatisfaclory 
account  of  themfelves,  and  if  they  could  not  find  bail  at  alTizes,  the  juftices 
might  fend  them  to  ferve  on  board  the  fleet ; another  was,  to  enable  ma- 
gillrates  to  fearch  houfes,  and  if  the  perfons  were  not  found  at  home,  they 
might  be  brought  to  the  quarter  feffions,  and  if  they  could  not  give  a fatis- 
fadlory  account  of  the  caufe  of  their  abfence  from  home,  they  Avere  to  be 
dealt  with  as  perfons  found  abroad  at  unfeafonable  hours ; but  previous  to 
that,  proclamation  fliould  be  made,  and  public  and  fair  notice  given,  fo  that 
no  perfon  Ihould  have  any  excufe  to  plead : another  object  was,  to  enable 
magiltrates  to  fearch  houfes  for  arms  and  ammunition.  It  might  be  fj^read 
abroad  by  evil  and  difaffedted  men,  that  it  was  the  delign  of  government  to 
difarm  the  people;  but  there  v/as  no  fuch  delign;  it  Avas  only  to  take  aAvay 
arms  from  improper  perfons ; but,  he  faid,  he  fliould  introduce  a claufe  in 
the  gunpoAvder  bill,  to  make  CATiy  perfon,  both  great  and  fmall,  to'regifter 
their  firearms;  he  fhould  propofe  to  make  the  adminiftering  of  fuch  oaths, 
as  bound  the  parties  to  any  treafonable  purpofe,  a capital  offence;  there  iras 
another  meafure,  Avhich  Avas,  that  in  cafe  of  a Avitnefs  being  murdered,  his 
Avritten  teftimony  fhould  be  competent  to  go  as  evidence  to  the  jury.  After 
fome  fui  ther  ftatements,  he  read  the  refolutions  Avliich  he  intended  to  propofe, 
and  he  afteiAvards  moA'ed  them  feparately,  Avhich  Avere  as  follow : 

1.  “ 'Refolved,  That  the  fpirit  of  confpiracy  and  outrage,  which  has  ap- 
“ peared  in  certain  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  has  IheAvn  itfelf  in  various 
“ attempts  to  alfaffiiiate  magillrates,  to  murder  Avitnelfes,  to  plunder  houfes, 
“ and  feize  by  force  the  arms  of  his  majefty’s  peaceable  fubjeds,  requires, 

that  more  elfecfual  poAvers  fliould  be  giA'en  to  the  magiftracy. 
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2.  “ Refolved,  That  (in  fuch  parts  of  this  kingdom,  as  the  faid  Ipirit  has 
“ fliewn  itfelf,  or  to  which  there  may  be  caufe  to  apprehend  its  being  ex- 
“ tended)  it  will  be  neceffaiy,  that  the  magiftracy  Ihould  have  enlarged 
‘‘  powers  of  fearching  for  arms,  ammunition,  and  weapons  of  offence,  and  of 
“ feizing  or  fecuring  the  fame,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace,  and  the 
“ fafety  of  the  livTS  and  properties  of  his  majefly’s  peaceable  and  loyal  fub- 
“ jedfs. 

3.  “ Refolved,  That  from  the  many  attacks  which  have  been  made  on 
“ the  houfes  of  individuals,  by  large  bodies  of  armed  infurgents,  for  the  pur- 
“ pofe  of  taking  arms  and  money  by  force,  and  murdering  thofe,  who  had 
“ the  fpirit  to  inforce  the  laws,  or  give  information  againft  offenders,  it  will 
“ be  neceffary,  that  the  magiftracy  Ihould  have  enlarged  powers,  to  prevent 
“ fuch  bodies  hereafter  from  affembling  or  meeting,  either  to  plan  or  execute 
“ fuch  horrid  purpofes. 

4.  “ Refolved,  That  it  v'ill  be  neceffary  to  give  the  magiftracy  further 
“ powers  with  refpedt  to  vagabonds,  idle  and  diforderly  perfons,  and  to  per- 
“ fons  lial)le  to  be  deemed  fo,  or  who  have  no  lawful  trade,  or  any  honeft 
“ means  to  obtain  a livelihood.”* 

IMr.  Vandeleur  perfedtly  agreed  with  the  attorney  general,  as  to  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  adopting  fome  ftrong  meafures  at  that  jundfure.  With  refpedt  to 
the  laft  of  the  refolutions — that  which  related  to  the  invefting  of  the  ma- 


* The  only  perfon  in  the  houfe  who  oppofed  thefe  refolutions,  was  Lord  Edward  Fizgerald.  His 
\uifortunate  end  may  affix  a retrofpeftive  import  to  his  condu6t,  perhaps,  before  he  had  harboured 
the  dreadful  defigns,  which  tarnilhed  the  latter  period  of  his  life,  {id  Pari.  Deb.  p.  105.)  “Sir,” 
laid  he,  “ I fliall  oppofe  this  refolution,  becaufe  I think  that  this  refolution  will  not  prevent  the 
“ crimes  of  which  the  right  honorable  gentleman  complains  : the  difturbances  of  the  country,  fir, 
“ are  not  to  be  remedied  by  any  coercive  meafures,  however  ftrong  : fuch  meafures  will  tend  ra- 
“ ther  to  exafperate,  than  to  remove  the  evil.  Nothing,  fir,  can  effedf  this,  and  reftore  tranquillity 
“ to  the  country,  but  a ferious  and  candid  endeavour  of  government,  and  of  this  houfe,  to  redrefs 
“ the  grievances  of  the  people.  Redrefs  thofe,  and  the  people  will  return  to  their  allegiance  and 
“ their  duty : fuffer  them  to  continue,  and  neither  your  refolutions  nor  your  bills  will  have  any 
“ effeft:  I fhall,  tlierefore,  fir,  oppofe,  not  only  this  refolution,  but  all  the  refolutions,  which  the 
“ right  honorable  gentleman  has  read  to  you,  except,  perhaps,  one— that  which  goes  to  conftltute 
the  written  teftimony  of  a dying  witnefs,  good  evidence.  This,  I think,  is  fair,  and  likely  to 
“ facilitate  the  courfe  of  juftice,  without  violently  infringing,  as  all  the  other  refolutions  feem  to  do, 
“ the  liberty  of  the  fubjed.” 
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giftracy  with  new  powers — he  fliould  not  noM%  he  faid,  give  any  opinion. 
Of  the  others  he  heartily  approved,  though  be  could  not  help  exprelTing  a. 
willi,  that  they  had  taken  fome  notice  of  the  wanton  and  barbarous  outrages, 
which  had  been  committed  by  the  Peep-of-Day  Boys,  as  well  as  thofe,  of 
which  the  Defenders  had  been  guilty. 

On  the  next  day  upon  the  attorney  general’s  refolutions  being  read,  Mr. 
Grattan  obferved,  that  he  had  heard  the  right  honorable  gentleman’s  ftate- 
ment,  and  did  notfuppofe  it  to  be  inflamed;  but  he  muftobferveat  the  fame 
time  it  was  partial : he  did  indeed  expatiate  very  fully  and  juftly  on  the 
offences  of  the  Defenders;  but  with  refpeft  to  another  defcription  of  in- 
furgents,  whofe  barbarities  had  excited  general  abhorrence,  he  had  obferved 
a complete  filence  : that  he  had  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  counties  that 
were  afflicted  by  difturbances,  and  he  had  omitted  Armagh ; — of  that,  neither 
had  he  comprehended  the  outrages  in  his  general  defcription,  nor  in  his  par- 
ticular enumeration : of  thofe  outrages,  he  had  received  the  moft  dreadful 
accounts ; that  their  object  was  the  extermination  of  all  the  Catholics  of  that 
county ; it  was  a perfecution  conceived  in  the  bitternefs  of  bigotry,  carried 
on  Avith  the  moft  ferocious  barbarity,  by  a banditti,  who  being  of  the  religion 
of  the  ftate,  had  committed  with  the  greater  audacity  and  confidence,  the 
moft  horrid  murders,  and  had  proceeded  from  robbery  and  maffacre  to  ex- 
termination ; that  they  had  repealed,  by  their  own  authority,  all  the  laws 
lately  paffed  in  favor  of  the  Catholics,  had  eftablifhed  in  the  place  of  thofe 
laAvs,  the  inquifition  of  a mob,  refembling  Lord  George  Gordon’s  fanatics, 
equalling  them  in  outrage,  and  furpafting  them  far  in  perfeverance  and 
fuccefs. 

That  their  modes  of  outrage  were  as  various  as  they  were  atrocious;  they 
'fometimes  forced,  by  terror,  the  mafters  of  families  to  difmifs  their  Catholic 
fervants — they  fometimes  forced  landlords,  by  terror,  to  difmifs  their  Catho- 
lic tenantry — they  feized,  as  deferters,  numbers  of  Catholic  Aveavers — fent 
them  to  the  county  goal,  tranfmitted  them  to  Dublin,  Avhere  they  remained 
in  clofe  prifon,  until  fome  laAAyers  from  compaffion  pleaded  their  caufe,  and 
procured  their  enlargement — nothing  appearing  againft  them  of  any  kind 
Avhatfoever. — Thofe  infurgents,  Avho  called  themfelves  Orange  Boys,  or  Pro- 
teftant  Boys,  that  is,  a banditti  of  murderers,  committing  inaflacre  in  the 
name  of  God,  and  exercifing  defpotic  poAver  in  the  name  of  liberty — thofe 
infurgents  had  organized  their  rebellion,  and  formed  themfelves  into  a com- 
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mittee,  M'ho  fat  and  tried  the  Catholic  weavers  and  inhabitants,  wlien  appre- 
hended falfely  and  illegally  as  deferters.  That  rebellious  committee,  they 
called  the  committee  of  elders,  who,  when  the  unfortunate  Catholic  was  torn 
from  his  family  and  his  loom,  an^  brought  before  them,  in  judgment  upon 
his  cafe — if  he  gave  them  liquor  or  money,  they  fometimes  difcharged  him — 
otherwife  they  fent  him  to  a recruiting  office  as  a deferter.  They  had  very 
generally  given  the  Catholics  notice  to  quit  their  farms  and  dwellings,  which 
notice  was  plaiflered  on  the  honfe,  and  conceived  in  thefe  fhort  but  plain 
words  : “ Go  to  Hell,  Connaught  won’t  receive  you — fire  and  faggot.  Will 
‘‘  Trefiiam  and  John  Thruftout.”  That  they  followed  thefe  notices  by  a 
faithful  and  punftual  execution  of  the  horrid  threat — foon  after  vifited  the 
lioufe,  robbed  the  family,  and  deftroyed  what  they  did  not  take,  and  finally 
completed  the  atrocious  perfecutions,  by  forcing  the  unfortunate  inhabitants 
to  leave  their  land,  their  dwellings,  and  their  trade,  and  to  travel  with  their 
miferable  family,  and  with  whatever  their  miferable  family  could  fave  from 
the  wreck  of  their  houfes  and  tenements,  and  take  refuge  in  villages,  as  for- 
tifications againft  invaders,  where  they  defcribed  themfelves,  as  he  had  feen 
in  their  affidavits,  in  the  following  manner:  “ We  (mentioning  their  names), 
“ formerly  of  Armagh,  v eavers,  now  of  no  fixed  place  of  abode  or  means  of 
“ living,  &c.”  In  many  inftances  this  banditti  of  perfecution  threw  doAvn 
the  houfes.  of  the  tenantry,  or  what  they  call  racked  the  houfe,  fo  that  the 
family  muft  fly  or  be  buried  in  the  grave  of  their  own  cabin.  The  extent  of 
the  murders  that  had  been  committed  by  that  atrocious  and  rebellious  ban- 
ditti, he  had  heard,  but  had  not  heard  them  fo  afcertained  as  to  ftatethem  to 
that  houfe;  but  from  all  the  enquiries  he  could  make,  he  collected,  that  the 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  Armagh  had  been  aftually  put  out  of  the  protedion 
of  the  law  ; that  the  magifirates  had  been  fupine  or  partial,  and  that  the  hor- 
rid banditti  had  met  with  complete  fuccefs,  and  from  the  magiftracy  with 
very  little  difcouragement.  This  horrid  perfecution,  this  abominable  bar- 
barity, and  this  general  extermination  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  ma- 
giftrates,  who  found  the  evil  had  now  proceeded  to  fo  fliameful  an  excefs, 
that  it  had  at  length  obliged  them  to  cry  out  againft  it.  On  the  28th  of 
December  thirty  of  the  magifirates  had  come  to  the  following  refolution, 
which  was  evidence  of  the  defigns  of  the  infurgents,  and  of  their  fuccefs : 
“ Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  the  county  of  Armagh  is  at 
“ this  moment  in  a fiate  of  uncommon  diforder ; that  the  Roman  Catholic 
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inhabitants  are  grievoufly  opjDreffed  by  lawlefs  perfons  unknown,  who  at- 
“ tack  and  plunder  their  houfes  by  night,  and  threaten  them  with  in llant 
“ deftru6lion,  unlefs  they  abandon  immediately  their  lands  and  habitations.” 
It  was  faid  by  the  mover  of  the  refolutions,  that  of  the  Defenders,  multitudes 
had  been  hanged,  multitudes  had  been  put  to  death  on  the  field,  and  that  they 
were  fuppreifed,  though  they  were  not  extinguiflied ; but  with  regard  to  the 
outrages  of  the  Orange  Boys,  he  could  make  no  fuch  boaft : on  the  contrary, 
they  had  met  with  impunity,  and  fuccefs,  and  triumph;  they  had  triumphed 
over  the  law,  they  had  triumphed  6ver  the  magiftrates,  and  they  had  tri- 
umphed over  the  people.  There  perfecution,  rebellion,  inquifition,  murder, 
robbery,  devaftation  and  extermination  had  been  entirely  vi6lorious. 

The  palling  over  thefe  offences  in  the  llatement  introducing  the  refolu- 
tions, would  be  of  little  moment,  if  they  v^ere  not  alfo  palled  over  in  the  re- 
folutions themfelves : the  refolutions  defcribed  four  different  kinds  of  of- 
fences: ift,  attempts  to  alfalfmate  magiftrates;  2d,  to  murder  w’itnelfes;  3d,  to 
plunder  houfes;  4th,  to  feize  by  force  the  arms  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeds:  but 
of  attempts  to  feize  the  perfons  of  his  majefty’s  fubjetls,  and  to  force  them  to 
abandon  their  lands  and  habitations,  the  refolutions  faid  not  one  fyllable; 
crimes  not  lets  great,  nor  lefs  notorious,  and  more  emphatically  calling  for  the 
interpofition  of  the  ftate,  becaufe  they  had  triumphed  over  the  fupinenefs  of  the 
magiftracy,  and  had  no  chance  of  being  checked,  but  by  the  interpofition  of 
government  or  parliament.  In  the  other  refolution,  which  defcribed  that  kind 
of  armed  infurgency,  w'hich  the  magiftracy  were  to  prevent  by  extraordinary 
exertions,  the  crime  of  driving  away  his  majefty's  fubjects,  is  alfo  omitted : the 
words  were,  that  from  the  many  attempts  which  have  been  made  on  the 
houfes  of  individuals,  by  large  bodies  of  armed  infurgents,  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  arms  and  money  by  force,  and  murdering  thofe  who  had  fpirit  to 
enforce  the  law,  or  give  information  againft  offenders,  it  Avill  be  neceff'ary  to 
give  the  magiftrates  enlarged  powers;  attempts  made  on  the  houfes  of  the 
individual  to  rob  or  take  arms;  attempts  to  murder  witnelfes ; thofe  were 
the  offences  which  attracted  their  notice;  but  the  attemjit  to  exterminate 
his  majefty’s  fubjefts — attempts  in  part  completed,  which  were  very  different 
from  feizingarms,  or  taking  money,  or  murdering  Avitnefles — thefe  attempts 
and  perpetrations,  as  notorious  as  horrible,  appeared  to  be  neither  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  refolutions,  nor  of  the  member  Avho  moved  tlicm.  Thus 
the  filence  of  the  refolutions  might  become  a hint  to  the  fupinenefs  of  the 
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magiftracy,  and  where  they  fliould  have  countera6Ied  their  partiality,  gave  it 
countenance.  On  a further  examination  of  the  refolutions,  he  found  them 
not  merely  defe6live  in  defcribing  the  offence,  but  they  feemed  to  have 
omitted  the  remedy : certainly  the  giving  magiftrates  further  powers  to 
fearch  for  arms  and  ammunition,  or  to  prevent  from  alfembling  or  meeting 
bodies  of  men  aflembling  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  arms  and  money,  or  mur- 
dering witnefles ; or  the  giving  the  magiftrates  enlarged  power  to  feize  vaga- 
bonds for  the  fleet  or  army,  did  not  go  to  the  cafe  of  Armagh,  where  the 
fubje^is  complained,  that  they  had  been  feized  as  deferters,  falfely  and  ille- 
gally, through  the  fupinenefs  or  partiality,  or  connivance  of  the  magiftrates  ; 
and  through  the  fame  fupinenefs,  to  fay  no  worfe,  had  been  by  force  driven 
Avith  impunity  from  their  lands  and  habitations:  many  of  the  weavers  of 
Armagh  had  at  that  moment  fworn  affidavits  againft  the  magiftrates.  To 
give  the  magiftrates  extraordinary  powers  as  the  means  of  redrefling  the 
complainants,  feemed  to  him,  hoAvever,  a remedy  for  fome  part  of  the  king- 
dom, but  a very  inadequate  one  for  another.  In  fliort,  the  meafure  of  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  in  its  prefent  ffiape,  did  not  go  to  the  whole  of 
the  fituation  of  the  country:  it  did  not  go  to  redrefs  the  North;  it  Avas, 
therefore,  a defedlive  meafure,  it  Avas  a partial  defcription  of  the  outrages  of 
the  kingdom,  and  a partial  remedy : it  propofed  to  fufpend  the  operation  of 
the  conftitution,  with  a view  to  produce  peace,  leaving  at  the  fame  time,  in 
one  great  county,  violence  and  infurreclion  in  a ftate  of  triumph.  It  left 
the  families  of  Armagh,  Avhom  a violent  mob,  and  a fupine  magiftracy,  had 
caufed  to  abandon  their  dwellings;  it  left  them  without  any  certaintynf  re- 
drefs, fo  that  they  might  carry  themfelves  and  families,  and  tales  of  Avoe,  to 
their  brethren  in  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  fpread  the  flames  of 
difcontent,  and  fpirit  of  retaliation,  notwithftanding  the  member’s  bills  and 
refolutions. 

On  a principle,  therefore,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  the  redrefs  of  that  de- 
fcription of  fubjedts,  Avho  had  fuffered  in  Armagh,  that  the  magiftrates  Ihould 
be  called  upon  to  adl  for  the  protedlion  of  the  fubjedt,  and  that  the  county 
fliould  be  obliged  to  pay  thofe  inhabitants,  Avho  had  been  aggrieved,  full 
compenfation  for  all  their  Ioffes,  charges  and  diftrefles,  he  had  taken  the  li- 
berty to  fuggeft  to  the  right  honorable  member  amendments,  Avhich  he  did 
not  move,  becaufe  the  attorney  general  ought  to  have  moved  them,  and  made 
them  his  OAvn  meafure. 

The 
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The  amendments  he  fuggefted,  were  after  tlie  w'ords  to  feize  by  force  of 
“ arms,”  to  add  “ and  alfo  the  perfons  of  his  majefly’s  fubjedts,  and  to  force 
‘‘  them  to  abandon  their  lands  and  habitations;”  and  in  the  third  refolution, 
after  tlie  words  “ murdering  thofe  who  had  fpirit  to  give  information,”  to 
add,  “ alfo  attempting  to  feize  the  perfons,  and  obliging  his  majefty’s  fub- 
“ je6ls  by  force,  to  abandon  their  lands  and  habitations,” 

Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  arraigned  government  for  not  having  timely  fent  a 
general  officer  and  a military  force  to  the  difturbed  parts  of  the  North,  as 
they  had  done  to  the  South,  particularly  as  Lord  Camden  had  avov^edly 
come  over  to  refill  the  Catholic  claims. 

The  attorney  general  oppofed  Mr.  Grattan’s  amendment.  He  faid  he  had, 
throughout  the  whole  of  thofe  refolutions,  avoided  making  any  diftindlion  as 
to  perfons.  They  were  intended  for  general  good,  and  perfons  of  every  clafs 
would  partake  of  their  benefits ; were  the  amendment  received,  they  would 
have  a diflferent  complexion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  followed  on  the  fame  ground.  If  no  general  offi- 
cer was  fent  to  the  North,  it  Avas  becaufe  they  vTre  all  before  engaged.  An 
officer,  hoAA'CA'er,  Avas  fent,  and  an  experienced  officer  (Colonel  Craddock), 
on  Avhofe  capacity  and  charafter  he  deliA^ered  a high  encomium.  He  men- 
tioned that  Lord  Camden  did  not  come  over  to  opprefs  any  part  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  fubjedls,  but  to  afford  equal  protedlion  to  all. 

Colonel  Craddock  aA’OAved,  that  he  had  the  mofl:  decided  inftrudlions  from 
gOA'ernment,  to  a6l  in  the  commiffion,  in  Avhich  he  had  been  employed,  Avith 
equal  jullice  to  all  offenders.  Fie  had  been  affifted  by  General  Nugent,  and 
fuch  Avas  the  nature  of  the  difturbance,  that  after  repeated  confideration, 
they  could  fee  no  poffible  AA^ay  in  Avliich  the  troops  could  be  employed  : he 
therefore  recommended  his  recall  in  letters  to  goA  ernment,  as  he  thought 
that  he  could  be  of  no  ufe.  He  admitted,  that  the  condudl  of  the  Proteftants, 
called  Peep-of-Day  Boys,  in  the  county  of  Armagh  Avas  at  that  time  moft 
atrocious,  and  that  their  barbarous  praHices  mull  certainly  be  put  doAvn;  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  mufi  mention,  that  in  September  laft,  the  Catholics  AAere 
the  aggreflfors, 

Mr.  Grattan,  in  reply,  obferved,  that  the  amendment  appeared  the  more 
neceflfary,  from  Avhat  fell  from  an  honorable  gentleman,  a magiftrate  of  the 
county  of  Arrmagh,  who  diffenting  from  eATiy  other  perfon,  had  fpoken  of 
the  ufe  of  Avhat  he  called  Orange  Boys,  of  the  fervices  rendered  by  thefe 
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murderers;  this  atrocious  banditti ; the  northern  rebels,  whofe  barbarity  ex- 
ceeded modem  times,  and  brought  back  the  recollection  of  ancient  ferocity 
and  bloodlhed.  He  atlced  gentlemen  who  had  heard  the  magiffrate  apologize 
for  fuch  murderers,  whether  the  encreafmg  the  power  of  the  magiftracy  would 
be  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  redrefs  the  fufferings  of  the  northern  Catholics, 

He  mull  therefore  perfift  in  recommending  to  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man his  amendments,  which,  if  he  perfilled  to  refufe,  it  was  vain  for  him  to 
move  them  ; lamenting  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  Ihould  have  loft  an  ojjpor- 
tunity  of  fo  clearly  difplaying  what  he  muft  prefume  he  willied — impai’tiality 
and  juftice. 

The  attorney  general  prefentecl  the  bill,  which  was  read  a firft  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  afecond  time  the  next  day. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  infurrection  bill.  Sir  Lawrence  j^arfons  fpoke 
very  fully  to  the  principle  of  it,  though  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  fe- 
cond reading.  He  thought  that  a bill  fo  fevere  in  its  nature  ftiould  have 
been  preceded  by  fome  meafure,  which  would  evince  the  difpofttion  of  the 
houfe,  to  attend  as  well  to  the  fufferings  as  to  the  offences  of  the  people.  If 
the  defign  were  to  tranquillize  the  country,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
was  finccrely  the  objeCl  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  who  had  intro- 
duced the  bill,  it  would  have  been  right  firft  to  have  enquired  into  the  caufe 
of  the  difturbances,  before  fuch  fevere  meafures  were  taken  to  reprefs  them; 
if  the  root  of  the  evil  were  once  come  at,  the  evil  itfelf  would  have  been  eafily 
■removed  : but  by  applying  merely  to  the  effect,  the  caufe  of  the  evil  was  left 
untouched,  and  the  confequence  would  be,  that  it  would  continue  to  germi- 
nate new  evils.  He  was  willing  to  admit,  that  the  fituation  of  the  country 
was  rather  improved;  but  who  would  deny,  that  the  peafantry  of  Ireland 
were  ftill  miferable  to  a very  great  degree.  Let  gentlemen  enter  into  the 
cabin  of  an  Irilh  labourer,  and  fee  it  without  a chimney,  often  witliout  a fij-e, 
and  fometimes  without  food ; and  then  compare  his  ftate  Avith  the  affluence, 
the  elegance,  and  the  pomp,  with  which  the  cafual  circumftances  of  birth 
furrounded  themfelves.  He  hoped  no  man  w ould  impute  to  him  any  wifli  to 
inflame  the  popular  mind,  or  to  embarrafs  his  majefty’s  gov'ernment.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  feftion,  to  tliat  hour,  he  had  not  brought  forward  any 
fubje6l  of  complaint,  nor  had  he  oppofed  any  tax  propofed  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  ftate,  or  the  expence  of  the  w'ar.  With  refpedf  to  the  bill  itfelf,  he  thought 
it  was  unneceffarily  fevere ; that  it  w^as  a ufelefs  violation  of  the  firft  principles 
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of  the  conftitution,  and  that  inftead  of  doing  fervice,  it  was  likely  to  produce 
a contrary  effect.  He  knew  the  country  gentlemen  of  Ireland  well;  he  loved 
them,  and  throughout  that  feflion  he  had  in  a great  mealure  regulated  his 
opinion  by  theirs  : he  could  never  believe,  that  they  would  fupport  this  bill, 
if  they  faw  it  in  the  true  point  of  view:  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  think, 
that  they  wilhed  to  drive  their  chariot  wheels  over  the  necks  of  the  poor;  they 
willied  only  to  reftore  tranquillity,  and  to  preferve  the  peace  of  Ireland,  and 
certainly  they  would  not  furrender  the  eftablhhed  conftitution  as  an  experi- 
ment. The  bill  by  enabling  the  magiftracy  to  fend  out  of  the  kingdom  any 
man  they  might  think  guilty,  enabled,  in  fa6t,  a furrender  of  the  conftitution, 
and  inftead  of  reftoring  tranquillity,  would  aggravate  the  diforder.  It  Avas 
a peculiar  quality  of  the  common  people  of  Ireland,  that  they  communicated 
quickly  and  rapidly  their  pleafures  and  their  difcontents.  By  that  bill,  if  it 
pafled,  and  if  men  were  lent  out  of  the  kingdom  by  its  operation  without  trial, 
the  common  feeling  would  be,  that  the  men  fo  tranfported  AVTre  innocent; 
and  therefore  inftead  of  quieting  the  difcontent  of  the  people,  it  would  afford 
a new  topic  for  murmur.  If  on  the  contrary,  the  men  fo  punillied  had  been 
convi6led  by  a jury,  if  they  were  puniflied  for  crimes  fully  proved  in  an  open 
court  of  juftice,  the  punilliment  Avould  operate  as  a falutary  example;  and  if 
fedition  Ihoiild  murmur  at  their  fate,  the  good  fenfe  of  the  peo])le  Arould  dif- 
regard  its  inftnuation.  The  evil  confequences  of  that  bill  would  extend  bc- 
vond  the  prefent  time;  for  the  common  people  of  Ireland  Avere  remarkable 
for  a tenacious  remembrance  of  injuries.  He  inftanced  the  afiair  of  the  re- 
giment raifed  in  Ireland,  principally  in  the  metropolis,  in  the  laft  Avar ; tlicy 
Avere  called  the  Green  Linnets:  thefe  men  had  been  enlifted  under  a promife, 
that  they  ftiould  not  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom  ; but  Avhen  the  regiment  Avas 
completed,  the  officers  took  an  opportunity  one  CA-ening  of  fecuring  and 
confining  the  Avhole  of  them,  and  embarking  them  in  the  morning  for 
America.  After  a lapfe  of  leA’cral  years,  the  people  of  Ireland  remembered 
this  fraud  fo  Avell,  that  it  Avas  a very  great  impediment,  in  the  beginning,  to 
the  recruiting  of  the  militia.  If  this  laAV  AA’ould  probably  be  a caufe  of  dif- 
content to  every  quarter  of  the  country,  hoAV  much  more  fo  muft  it  be  in  the 
county  of  Armagh.  In  that  county  it  had  been  proved  on  oath,  that  feA’eral 
magiftrates  refilled  to  take  the  examination  of  the  injured  Catholics.  By 
fome  of  thofe  magiftrates,  they  had  been  moft  cruelly  profecuted  ; others 
Avould  hear  them  only  out  of  the  AvindoAv,  and  fome  aclually  turned  them 
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from  their  doors  with  threats.  If  fuch  men  were  entrufted  with  a power  of 
tranfporting  men  at  pleafure,  what  was  there  to  be  expe6ted,  but  the  moft 
grofs  and  flagrant  violations  of  juftice?  After  expatiating  for  fome  time  on 
this  fubje6l  with  great  earneftnefs,  he  concluded  by  recommending  it  to  gen- 
tlemen, if  they  perfevered  in  the  meafure,  that  they  would  at  leaft  remember, 
that  the  country  was  engaged  in  a war,  of  which  the  wifeft  among  them 
could  not  forefee  the  event ; that  a great  part  of  the  able  and  young  in  the 
country  were  then  engaged  in  guilt,  which  that  act  would  make  capital; 
that  it  might  foon  become  neceflary  to  apply  to  thofe  very  perfons  for  fafety, 
againfl;  a powerful  foe,  and  that  therefore  it  would  be  wife  to  introduce  fome 
claufe  of  amnefty  for  paft  offences,  not  including  murders:  to  negledt  fuch  a 
claufe,  would  be  to  reduce  the  majority  of  the  peafantry  of  Ireland  to  the 
alternative  of  either  perfifting  in  guilt  and  treafon  or  fubmitting  to  the  halter. 

Mr.  Cuffe  could  fcarcely  believe  that  his  honorable  friend  had  uttered  fuch 
fentiments  as  he  had  juft  heard.  He  could  not  help  exprefling  his  ftrong  dif- 
approbation,  he  might  fay  indignation,  at  the  fpeech  of  the  honorable  baro 
net.  He  had  taken  up  precifely  thofe  two  topics,  which  of  all  others  it  was 
moft  mifchievous  to  difcufs,  and  had  difcufled  them  in  fuch  a manner  as  was 
beft  fitted  to  make  them  the  moft  mifchievous.  He  had  in  the  firft  inftance' 
difplayed  and  exaggerated  the  Avretchednefs  of  the  peafantry;  and  in  the  fe- 
cond,  he  liad  talked  of  allowance  for  their  crimes,  and  indulgence  for  their 
treafon.  The  debate*  was  carried  on  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morning:  the 
bill  Aras  read  a fecond  time,  and  on  the  queftion  for  committal,  it  Avas  op- 
pofed  by  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  alone. 

Wheii'the  report  from  the  committee  on  the  attorney  general’s  bill  for  the 
better  prevention  of  confpiracies  in  that  kingdom,  Avas  before  the  houfe,  on 
the  29th  of  February,  fiMr.  Grattan  obferved,  that  not  having  been  prefent 
at  the  committee,  he  had  been  prevented  from  propofing  an  amendment, 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate  Mr.  Archdall  animadverted  to  the  affairs  of  Armagh  : he  profetfed 
habits  of  intimacy  with  the  noble  Lord  (Gosford)  whofe  letter  or  fpeech  upon  the  fubjeft  of  that 
country  had  made  fuch  noife : he  declared  he  thought  that  letter  incautious,  and  fuch  as  the  noble 
lord  on  reflediori  would  not  approve  of : he  recommended  rather  the  condudt  of  that  nobleman,  than 
his  publication  as  an  objedt  of  imitation.  For  this  letter,  which  is  a mot?  valuable  piece  of  unim- 
peachable evidence  of  the  fpirit  and  nature  of  the  perfecutions  then  going  forward  in  Armagh,  vide 
Appendix  No.  XCIX. 

•j-  1 G Parliamentary  Debates,  p.  150. 
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which  he  feared  from  its  length,  would  have  but  a fmall  chance  of  being 
adopted,  unlefs  the  bill  were  recommitted ; he  knew  he  could  move  it  on 
report,  hut  it  would  not  have  a fair  trial  in  that  ftage  of  the  bill,  and  for  that 
reafon  he  wiflied  much,  that  the  bill  ihould  be  recommitted,  as  the  mod  par- 
liamentary mode  of  receiving  new  matter,  and  affording  to  that  matter  full 
and  ample  difcuffion  ; the  amendment  he  intended,  was  to  compel  the  county 
to  pay  the  countryman,  whether  labourer  or  manufafturer,  full  compenfation 
for  his  damage  and  Ioffes  to  his  perfon,  family,  or  dwelling,  fuffered  in  con- 
fequence  of  violent  mobs ; that  he  was  apprehenfive  that  if  the  compenfation 
were  left  optional  to  the  grand  jury,  nothing  would  be  done;  that  the  grand 
jury  would  readily  prefent  for  damages  fuffered  by  magiftrates  or  witneffes, 
but  they  probably  would  not,  in  the  county  of  Armagh  particularly,  give  any 
adequate,  or  indeed  any  fatisfa6tion  for  lofies  fuffered  by  the  Catholic  weaver 
or  peafant,  and  therefore  it  was  not  enough  that  grand  juries  fliould  have  the 
power,  it  was  indifpenfable  to  impofe  the  obligation.  Government  trifled 
with  the  northern  weaver,  when  he  fent  him  for  fatisfadlion  to  a grand  jury, 
compofed  of  thofe  very  magiftrates,  whole  fupinefs,  or  partiality,  or  bigotry, 
had  been  the  caufe  of  his  Ioffes  and  his  emigration.  He  faid  he  therefore 
had  formed  a claufe,  which  he  would  read,  and  by  which  it  was  rendered 
obligatory  on  the  county,  to  indemnify  the  countryman  for  the  injury  he 
received  when  beaten  or  abufed,  or  driven  from  his  land  and  habitation.  He 
faid  he  had  read  the  bill,  that  he  could  find  no  remedy  wdiatfoever  in  the  bill, 
as  at  prefent  formed,  for  fuch  a cafe,  that  in  the  different  preambles  the  grie- 
vance was  not  fet  forth,  and  in  the  various  provifions  it  Avas  not  compre- 
hended ; that  the  bill  complains  of  A’iolence  to  magiftrates,  of  the  murder  of 
witneffes,  of  illegal  oaths.  See.  See.  but  of  the  threats,  and  force,  and  violence 
offered  to  certain  of  his  majefty’s  fubjecls,  Avhereby  they  have  been  forced  to 
quit  their  trades,  their  lands,  and  their  tenements,  outrages  of  which  the  go- 
vernor of  a northern  county  had  complained  as  unexampled  in  hiftory,  and 
to  Avhich  violence  and  atrocity  the  magiftrates  of  that  county  had  borne 
their  teftimony  by  a formal  refolution,  there  Avas  in  the  bill  complete  filence 
and  omiflion.  The  bill  propofed  to  give  extra  poAver  to  magiflrates;  this 
might  be  ATry  effectual,  as  to  certain  j^arts  of  the  country ; but  Arhat  was  the 
grievance  of  Armagh  ? That  the  magiftrates  had  not  ufed  the  ordinary  poAvers, 
and  in  fome  cafes  had  abufed  thofe  poAvers  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  fubje6t 
had  no  been  proteded,  and  the  rioter  had  been  encouraged;  that  the  bill 
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appeared  therefore  without  that  claufe,  Avas  not  faithful  to  its  own  principle, 
it  Avas  a bill,  unlefs  amended,  of  partial  coercion,  and  partial  redrefs:  it  pu- 
niflied  (as  it  ftood)  difturbance  in  one  part  of  the  kingdom;  it  compromifed 
Avith  difturbances  in  another;  it  protedled  the  magiftrates  of  the  AA^eft  and  left 
expofcd  the  poor  of  the  north;  it  fays,  if  you  murder  a magiftrate,  you  fliall 
pay  his  reprefentatives;  but  if  you  drive  away  Mdiole  droATS  of  Aveavers  in 
Armagh,  you  lhall  pay  nothing,  except  thofe  perfons  pleafe,  by  Avhofe  fault 
they  have  been  driven  aAvay,  and  fcattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth.  He 
faid  that  minifters  muft  know  perfedlly  Avell,  that  unlefs  the  amendment  AA'^ere 
adopted,  the  unfortunate  defcription  of  perfons  he  mentioned  Avould  get  no 
redrefs ; the  government  might  indeed  fend  a military  force  to  guard  what 
remained  of  them,  but  as  to  the  bill,  it  left  them  precifely  as  they  Avere;  to 
fay  that  the  exifting  laAV  punilhed  the  offences  committed  againft  them  \A^as 
true,  fo  did  the  exifting  laAV  punifli  the  offences  committed  againft  magif- 
trates  and  witneffes,  it  was  therefore  an  argument  againft  the  Avhole  of  the 
bill,  as  much  as  againft  the  amendment;  but  to  fay  that  exifting  laAv  pu- 
nillied  thofe  offences  in  fuch  a fummary  manner  as  Avas  neceffary  to  reftrain 
them,  Avas  unfounded;  the  truth  Avas,  the  exifting  laAV  Avas  not  fufficient  for 
the  cafe  of  Armagh,  and  the  bill  did  not  adroit  to  that  cafe  at  all;  but  it  had 
happened  that  the  poorer  claffes  of  people  had  fuffered  in  other  places  as  Avell 
as  Armagh  from  mobs,  and  their  houfes  had  been  burned  Avithout  any  re- 
drefs. When  the  magi ftrate  had  fuflered,  the  jury  had  given  meet  compen- 
fation;  Avhen  the  countryman  had  his  houfe  pulled  down,  they  in  fome  cafes 
had  given  nothing  ; a j)roof  that  the  exifting  laAv  Avas  not  fufficient,  and  there- 
fore that  the  amendment  was  neceffar}',  and  accordingly  the  amendment  Avas 
not  confined  to  one  county,  but  Avas  general ; and  Avherever  the  fubjecl  had 
luffered  in  his  perfon,  property,  or  dwelling,  obliged  the  county  to  giA’e  him 
fatisfaftion : for  gentlemen  Avill  indemnify  one  another;  but  it  is  not  equally 
certain,  that  they  Avould  indemnify  their  inferiors;  it  Avas  therefore  fubmitted 
to  them,  that  they  ftiould  take  that  into  confideration,  and  for  the  cure  of  a 
grievance,  as  notorious  as  any  fet  forth  in  the  bill,  and  as  unrelenting  and 
outrageous  as  any  thing  fuffered  by  gentleman  or  magiftrate;  that  they 
ftiould  amend  their  bill,  and  adopt  a propofal  Av’hich  made  it  a bill  of  general 
relief,  and  Avhich  Avould  tend  to  reconcile  the  country  people,  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  Avhole  of  its  provifions,  Avhen  they  found  themfelves  included  in  its  re- 
drefs and  proteftion.  The  heft  Avay  of  adopting  the  amendment,  Avas  to  re- 
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commit  the  bill;  for  if  it  were  propofed  on  the  repoit,  it  was  eafy  to  forefee 
that  it  would  not  have  a full  difcuflion  or  a fair  chance,  whereas  if  the  bill 
were  in  a committee,  it  was  impolfible  that  thofe  perfons,  who  were  friends 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill  on  the  real  motive  of  protecting  the  fubjedt  in  a 
fummary  manner,  tliould  not  be  friends  to  the  amendment.  It  was  the  more 
defirable  to  proceed  by  recommitting  the  bill,  becaufe  there  were  other  gen- 
tlemen who  had  amendments  to  propofe,  one  with  refpect  to  juries,  which 
feemed  deferving  of  every  confideration.  That  that  propofal,  however,  of 
recommitting  the  bill,  did  not  proceed  from  a wilh  to  oppofe  its  progrefs,  or 
to  interpofe  delay,  but  from  a conviction  that  the  bill,  without  the  amendment 
fuggefted,  was  falfe  to  its  own  principle,  and  from  a well  grounded  fear  that 
the  propofal  of  fuch  an  amendment  in  the  houfe,  would  not  be  attended  Avith 
a fair  trial,  a full  difcuffion,  or  the  chance  of  fuccefs. 

The  attorney  general  replied  to  Mr.  Grattan.  He  oppofed  the  recommittal, 
becaufe  the  obje61s  at  which  the  amendments  to  be  propofed  aimed,  were  al- 
ready attained  by  the  exifting  laws.  Thofe  offences  which  had  been  men- 
tioned by  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  as  being  prevalent  in  the  county  of 
Armagh,  and  which' were  called  papering,  i.  e.  the  expulfion  of  perfons  from 
their  lands  or  habitations,  by  affixing  written  threats  on  their  houfes,  &c. 
were  already  made  felony  of  death,  by  the  acts  of  the  15th  and  l6th  of 
George  II.  It  was  therefore  unneceffary  to  enaFt  new  puniffiments  in  this 
bill,  againft  a crime  to  which  the  law  had  already  annexed  the  higheft  penalty 
which  could  be  inflicted.  With  refpe6t  to  the  other  object,  that  of  indemnity 
to  the  fufferers,  that  too  Avas  already  provided  for  by  laAv;  for  at  prefent  the 
grand  jury  at  the  recommendation  of  the  judge  before  Avhom  the  lofs  fuf- 
tained  by  the  party  complaining  muff  be  proA'ed,  may  prefent  fuch  a fum  as 
they  may  think  adequate.  If  the  right  honorable  gentleman  did  not  think 
this  enough,  the  proper  mode  Avould  be  to  bring  in  a bill,  to  amend  the  ex- 
ifting act  on  that  fubject,  inftead  of  introducing  the  fubject  into  that  bill. 

Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  faitl,  that  the  poAvers,  Avhich  the  bill  created,  Avere  in 
many  inftances  fo  dangerous  and  arbitrary,  that  he  fliould  A'otefor  its  recom- 
mittal, hoping  fome  qualifications  might  be  adopted  on  further  deliberation; 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  confefled,  he  Avas  not  Avithout  fears  that  the  recom- 
mittal might  be  productive  of  a contrary  effect ; for  in  the  prefent  temper  of 
gentlemen's  minds,  the  longer  it  Avould  be  under  confideration  the  more  re- 
pugnant perhaps  it  Avould  become  to  his  principles.  Such  an  apprehenfion 
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was  juftified  by  the  claufe  againft  perfons  felling  feditious  papers,  which  from 
being  a partial  encroachment  upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  had  grown  under 
the  correction  of  the  committee  into  a power  totally  deltruclive  of  it.  By 
that  claufe,  there  was  not  a printer  or  bookfeller  in  the  kingdom,  that  might 
not  be  feized  at  any  time,  by  any  two  magiftrates  whatfoever,  for  felling  any 
paper  or  pamphlet,  which  they  might  deem  feditious,*'  and  without  any  form 
of  trial  fent  aboard  the  fleet.  It  had  always  been  maintained  in  England  by 
the  moft  conftitutional  judges,  that  it  was  contrary  to  law  and  liberty  in  the 
trial  of  any  publiflier  of  a feditious  paper,  to  deny  the  jury  the  power  of 
judging  of  the  law  as  Avell  as  the  faC^l,  but  in  that  country  thereafter,  a jur}^ 
was  not  to  judge  of  the  law,  nor  even  of  the  faCt,  nor  to  have  any  part  in  fuch 
adjudications,  nor  were  its  judges  independent  and  immoveable  but  by  par- 
liament, nor  was  it  in  public  court  with  the  folemnities  of  a trial,  but  two 
magiftrates  holding  their  offices  at  will  under  a fervant  of  the  crown,  who 
v/ere  to  decide  on  both  law  and  faCl,  in  private,  in  their  own  chamber. 

Such  was  the  law,  which  their  committee  had  framed  in  a midnight  hour, 
and  in  a thin  and  exhaufted  houfe,  and  which  they  were  then  called  upon  to 
adopt  without  further  deliberation.  If  the  moft  arbitrary  fpirits  through  the 
whole  kingdom  had  been  brought  together,  with  the  moft  ftudious  feleCtion, 
to  compofe  an  arbitrary  law  againft  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  they  could  fcarcely 
have  devifedany  thing  more  deftruCtive  than  that.  Yet  that  was  but  a fub- 
ordinate  part  of  tlie  prefent  bill.  Look  at  the  other  claufes;  in  every  one  of 
them  the  fame  fummary  power,  depofited  in  the  fame  perfons.  Now  if  the 
popular  difturbances  made  it  neceflary  to  depofit  an  arbitrary  power  fome 
where,  would  it  not  be  wife  to  paufe  a little,  and  confider  Avhere  it  might  be 
beft  depofited  ? Was  it  M'ith  the  magiftrates  ? Men,  in  order  to  be  good  judges, 
fhould  be  cool  and  impartial;  but  in  all  difturbed  counties  the  magiftrates, 
inftead  of  being  cool,  were  in  a high  ftate  of  inflammation  againft  the  objeCts 
of  that  bill,  and  it  M as  natural  they  fliould  be  fo.  They  were  not  to  be  re- 

* Mr,  Tighe  had  in  his  fpeech  obferved,  that  it  was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  niceft  points  to  decide 
what  was  a feditious  writing.  Among  gentlemen,  even  of  that  houfe,  there  probably  would  be 
a great  difference  of  opinion  on  any  given  publication,  whether  it  were  feditious  or  not? 'He  was 
not  fure  that  forae  gentlemen  would  not  think  Arthur  Young’s  book  feditious.  It  was  doubtful 
w'hether  Burke’s  letter  to  Sir  Hercules  Langriflie  was  not  in  fome  paffages  rank  fedition  ; and  even 
Locke,  the  beft  writer  he  knew  on  government,  might,  probably  with  truth,  in  a country  fo  governed 
as  this,  be  called  a feditious  and  inflammatory  publication. 
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prehended  for  that,  but  certainly  on  that  account,  they  were  among  the 
laft  peifons,  that  ihould  be  entrulled  with  an  uncontrolable  power.  And  fo 
far  from  being  impartial,  it  was  impolfible  that  they  fhould  be  fo,  for  they  were 
themfelves  parties.  What  was  the  temper  obfervable  in  that  houfe?  There 
from  fupericw’  manners  and  education,  the  human  paffions  were  much  mi- 
tigated, and  they  faw  far  more  temper  and  clemency  in  that  houfe  than 
could  be  expected  from  the  inferior  magiftrates  in  the  country?  Yet  what 
was  the  fact?  That  even  there,  every  thing  faid,  however  violent  againft  the 
difturbers  of  the  peace  was  received  with  plaudits,  but  if  any  thing  be  faid 
to  foften  over-charged  refentments,  and  to  mix  mercy  with  punilhment,  it 
was  heard  with  difcon tent  and  murmurs.  Liberty  of  ipeech  was  qneftioned 
— the  moft  unworthy  motives  were  affigned;.  they  were  called  advocates 
for  thofe  difturbers — and  for  what?  Becaufe,.  though  they  reprehended  their 
atrocities,  though  willing  to  concur  in  powerful  laws  for  their  fuppreffion, 
they  would  not  with  a favage  ferocity  confider  nothing  but  their  vices,  and 
refufe  to  offer  fome  humane  confiderations  to  footh,  if  poffible,  the  exacer- 
bated feelings  of  the  time.  That  thefe  dillurbersmuft  be  put  down,  they  all 
agreed.  The  difference  was  as  to  the  mode.  Some  faid,  that  any  two  ma- 
giltrates,  without  any  trial,  ihould  lend  any  man  they  fufpectedy  aboard  the 
fleet,  any  man  out  of  his  houfe  before  funrife,  &c.  They  faid,  add  a jury  to 
the  magiftrates — and  let  it  be  by  trial  in  open  court.  The  ftronger  the  law 
xvas  made  againft  them,  the  more  defperate  their  fituation.  In  the  county 
of  Armagh,  an  amnefty  for  both  parties  feemed  peculiarly  necelfary;  for 
either  under  the  denomination  of  Peep-of-Day  boys,  or  of  Defenders,  almoft 
every  man  of  the  lower  orders  of  every  feet  was  implicated  in  offences  againlt 
law.  An  honorable  magiftrate  of  that  county  had  deferibed  the  conduct  of 
one  party  as  at  one  time  eminently  ufeful:  were  they  therefore  to  be  banilhed  ? 
The  governor  of  the  county  had  deferibed  the  other  party,  as  fuffering 
moft  cruel  perfecutions  without  having  committed  any  crimes;;  were  they 
to  be  banillied  ? In  fliort  if  there  be  there,  as  is  generally  reprefented,  a reli- 
gious feud  countenanced  or  connived  at  by  the  upper  orders,  fome  favouring 
one  fe6t  fome  the  other,  it  would  be  the  greateft  cruelty  on.  the  lower  orders, 
without  any  amnefty  to  inflict  that  law  upon  them. 

The  two  great  amendments  he  propofed,  were  the  addition  of  a jury  and 
amnefty,  under  certain  reftriftions..  A princi|DaL  advantage  from  adding 
a jury  would  be,  not  only  that  it  would  better  enfure  juftice  being  done,. 
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but  M'ould  alfo  fatisfy  the  people  that  it  was  clone.  When  a man  was  con- 
demned by  his  peers,  the  people  mig'ht  lament,  but  they  never  murmured.  They 
all  went  away  fatisfied,  that  he  had  had  a fair  trial.  They  went  away  fatis- 
fied  with  that  and  thofe  laws,  which  fecured  to  them  fo  impartial  a tribunal, 
and  fuch  an  open  and  deliberate  adjudication.  They  went  away  fatisfied 
that  they  lived  in  a free  country,  and  they  felt  an  elevated  gratitude  for 
that  order  of  things,  where  the  Avealthiefi;  noble,  and  the  pooreft  peafant 
were  alike  amenable  to  the  fam6  laws,  and  received  equal  attention  and 
juftice,  when  accufed  of  any  breach  of  them.*  But  pafs  this  law,  and  the 
triumph  of  the  poor  man  AV'as  at  an  end.  He  Avould  then  fee  that  thofe  inftitu- 
tions,  which  were  reprefented  as  fo  facred,  that  they  could  never  be  violated, 
might  be  thus  depofed,  and  Avithout  any  procefs,  Avithout  any  form  of  trial, 
Avithout  any  regular  judge  or  jury,  he  might,  on  the  warrant  of  tAvo  magif- 
trates,  be  torn  from  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and  fent  on  hoard  the  fleet — for 
Avdiat?  not  for  being  a Defender,  or  any  AA'ay  connected  A\^ith  Defenders, 
but  for  being  a little  too  late  or  a little  too  early,  in  going  in  or  coming 
out  of  his  hovel.  Gentlemen  talked  of  the  mifchief  of  inflaming  the  people, 
but  he  Avould  tell  them,  that  one  fuch  a6l  unjuftly  done  aa^ouIcI  inflame  them 
more  than  Avhat  could  be  faid  in  that  houfe  for  ages.  It  Avas  not  what  they 
might  fay,  but  Avhat  they  Avere  going  to  empoAver  others  to  do,  that  Arould 
inflame  them. 

Was  it  Avife  then  to  rifle  the  ahufe  of  fuch  powers  at  fuch  a time  ? They 
kncAV  not  Avhat  turn  that  extraordinary  Avar  might  take,  or  Avhither  its 
operations  might  tend  before  or  after  its  conclufion.  The  profpe6t  of  peace 
feemed  as  diftant  as  it  did  the  firfl;  day.  France,  Achatever  Ihe  might  be 
fuffering  in  external  and  diftant  parts,  Avas  ftill  gaining  ftrength  at  home. 
Brabant  had  been  added  to  her — Holland  has  been  added  to  her — Spain  Aras 
at  her  feet — Her  armies  Avere  over-running  Italy — Her  finances  AA'ere  de- 
ranged, hut  her  pecuniary  refources  aati'c  not  annihilated;  in  men  and  arms 
Ihe  Avas  incxhauliible.  What  Ihould  this  teach  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland — but 
to  conciliate,  as  avcU  as  to  chaftife — to  reclaim  by  amnefty  thofe  Avho  Avere 
reclaimable,  and  to  punilh  by  juft  and  open  laAv  thofe  Avho  Avere  not.  It  Acas 
thus,  they  Avould  produce  content  and  folidity  at  home,  Avhile  other  king-  * 

•"  It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  Sir  John  Davies,  and  Sir  Edward  Coke  both  allowed  this 
prominent  difpofition  in  the  Irith  character  to  be  fatisfied  with  impartial  juftice,  even  Ihould  it  be 
againft  themfelves.  i Vol.  p.  22. 
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floms  were  Hiaken  to  their  foundations.  Let  the  war  then  move  in  what 
diredion  it  might,  they  fliould  fliew  them  that  their  people  might  be  con- 
tented and  attached,  and  that  thev  need  not  fear  its  iffue. 

Mr,  Pelham  fpoke  againft  the  recommittal  of  the  bill,  as  did  feveral  leading 
gentlemen  on  the  Treafury  Bench,  fuch  as  Sir  John  Parnell,  Mr.  Mafon, 
Sir  Henry  Cavendifli,  Mr.  M.  Beresford,  and  others  of  inferior  note.  Not 
one  of  them  attempted  to  contradi6l  or  even  attenuate  the  guilt  of  the  Peep 
of  Day  boys  or  Orange  Men  of  Armagh.  This  debate  in  fa6l  is  the  chief 
hiftorical  fource  of  information  for  the  true  nature  of  the  Armagh  perfecu- 
tion.  Suppreffion  of  the  truth  on  one  hand,  the  fear  of  publiihing  it  on  the 
other,  confufion,  exaggeration,  and  violence  on  all  fides  have  left  little  elfe 
upon  the  fubjedt,  that  can  be  credited.  Mr.  George  Ponfonby,  in  fpeaking 
upon  the  nature  of  thofe  difturbances  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  minif- 
terial  fide  of  the  houfe,  whofe  foie  argument  was,  that  it  was  unnecefl’ary  to 
take  any  particular  notice  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  becaufe  the  exifting  laws 
were  fufficient  to  punifli  the  crimes,  by  which  that  country  was  difgraced, 
he  anfwered,  that  the  enormities,  which  had  been  declared  by  the  governor 
of  that  county  (Lord  Vifcount  Gosford)  to  have  been  committed,  and 
which  the  governor  himfelf  emphatically  laid,  went  beyond  any  enormities, 
which  ever  difgraced  any  country,  were  fuch  as  the  exifting  laws  were  not 
calculated  fully  to  reach;  they  were  of  that  kind,  that  a fair  and  impartial 
government  fhould  be  glad  to  catch  at  every  opportunity  to  punifli  or  pre- 
vent them.  If  adminiflration  were  fmcere  in  a wilh  to  protect  the  unfortu- 
nate fulferer  in  that  county,  as  they  were  to  punilh  the  offenders  in  other 
parts,  they  could  not  helitate  for  a moment  to  adopt  the  amendment. 
There  was  as  yet  no  good  reafon  for  reforting  to  the  dangerous  and  defperate 
remedy  of  that  bill. — There  then  were  only  five  counties  dilhirbed,  and  even 
in  thofe  counties  the  dillurbances  had  much  abated  within  the  laft  months.* 

Sir 


* 16  Pari.  Deb.  p.  166.  Mr.  Ponfonby  alluding  to  himfelf  concluded  his  fpeech  by  difclaim- 
ing  any  party  motive  in  his  prefent  condu6t  j he  did  not  oppofe  the  bill,  but  thofe  two  claufes  of  it 
which  he  thought  no  friend  to  the  liberty  or  conftitution  of  Ireland  could  fupport,  and  which 
for  himfelf  he  w'ould  never  agree  to.  Had  he  been  influenced  by  party  views,  and  wiflied  to  ferve 
the  caufe  of  adminiflration,  he  would  have  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  infurgents,  for  they  were  their 
beft  friends. 

Here  Mr.  Ponfonby  reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  diforderly  part  of  the  people,  w’ho,  while  a con- 
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Sir  John  Parnel  complimented  Mr,  Ponfonby  on  the  manly  and  open  man- 
ner, in  which  he  had  fpoken  thofe  fentiments,  which  every  man  muft  feel  on 
the  condu6l  of  the  infurgents.  After  a very  warm  debate  the  queftion  was 
negatived  without  a divifion.  No  other  queftion  of  an  interefting  nature 
was  debated  in  this  feffion.  On  the  24th  of  March  the  money  bills  were 
prefented,*  and  on  the  15th  of  April  the  parliament  was  prorogued.  His 
excellency’s  fpeech  from  the  throne,  befides  the  ufual  topics  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  adverted  to  the  fteps  taken  by  his  majefty  for  fetting  on  foot  a nego- 
ciation  for  a general  peace,  if  the  enemy  fliould  be  difpofed  to  enter  into 
fuch  a negociation  on  grounds  confiftent  with  the  fafety,  honor,  and  intereft 
of  his  majefty 's  kingdoms  and  of  his  allies.  He  confided  that  the  vigorous 
meafures  they  had  adopted  for  the  fuppreflion  of  infurreftion  and  outrage, 

ftitutional  oppofition  were  obtaining  for  them  a place  bill,  a penfion  bill,  a refponfibility  bill,  and 
other  ufeful  meafures,  had  provided  for  themfelves  a gunpowder  bill,  which  deprived  the  freeman 
of  his  arms ; a convention  bill,  which  flopped  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  brought  liberty  to  almofl: 
its  lafl  gafp  j and  now  had  enabled  them  to  bring  forward  this  meafure,  wdiich,  were  it  permanent, 
w'ould  be  the  grave  of  the  conflitution. 

* The  following  was  the  fpeaker’s  fpeech  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  ( 10  Pa;7.  Deb. 
p.  2\\).  “I  Ihould  feel  a pride  in  repeating  the  fentiments  of  loyalty,  which  direct  the  commons 
“ in  all  their  deliberations,  but  the  bills  of  fupply  which  they  now  offer,  declare  it  more  effeiStually, 
" than  it  Ls  in  the  power  of  any  language  to  exprefs. 

“ We  are  part  of  the  empire  j we  will  ftand  or  fall  with  Britain  ; it  is  our  repeated  determined 
" refolution,  and  this  nation  will  exert  all  its  powers,  and  will  call  forth  all  its  refources  to  fupport 
with  her  the  common  caufe,  to  uphold  the  fafety  of  the  land,  the  religion  and  the  conflitution, 
“ againfl  the  overthrow  which  the  prefent  unprovoked  and  unexampled  war  attempts  to  threaten 
“ them  with. 

“ Peace  is  an  objedt  mofl  devoutly  to  be  wiflied,  but  an  infecure  peace  is  only  a fmothered 
" war : for  a lading  and  honorable  one  (and  none  can  be  lading  that  is  not  honorable)  we  look 
" to  the  powerful  impreflions  which  the  abundant  refources  of  the  empire,  the  vigour  of  his 
“ raajefly’s  exertions,  and  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all  his  fubjedls,  muff  make  on  the  common 
” enemy. 

We  have  accordingly,  with  a unanimous  voice,  granted  fupplies  to  the  utmofl  defire  expretfed 
" by  his  majefly’s  miniflers,  and  in  doing  fo  we  look  back  with  great  fatisfadlion  to  the  energy, 
“ wifdom,  and  oeconomy,  with  which  the  very  liberal  fupplies  of  the  lafl  fetfion  have  been  ad- 
” miniflered  under  your  excellency’s  government.  The  defence  of  the  kingdom  has  had  due 
“ attention  paid  to  it.  The  fpirit  of  infurredlion  has  been  vigoroufly  fupprefled  wherever  it  has 
" appeared,  and  we  have  the  flrongefl  hope  from  the  vigilance,  the  firmnefs  and  conciliating  mo- 
deration,  which  have  marked  your  excellency’s  conduft  fince  your  arrival  in  this  kingdom, 
" that  under  the  additional  powers,  with  which  the  laws  of  this  feffion  will  have  armed  the  magif- 
" tracy,  it  will  be  totally  and  fpeedily  fubdued.” 
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and  the  vife  provifions  they  had  made  for  preventing  the  extenfion  of 
fimilar  offences,  would  have  the  mod  falutary  effe6ts;  that  the  new  regula- 
tion of  licences  under  the  fuperintendence  of  magiftrates,  would  tend  to 
promote  tranquillity  and  fobriety.  The  eftablifliment  of  more  frequent 
feflions  of  the  peace  would  afford  an  eafy  and  expeditious  adminiftration 
of  juftice  in  the  different  diftrids  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  liberal 
increafe  of  the  falaries  of  the  judges,  and  the  alteration  of  the  civil  bill  jurif- 
di6lion,  for  the  convenience  of  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people,  would  enfure 
the  conftant  and  regular  attention  of  his  majefty’s  judges  to  the  civil  and 
criminal  bufmefs,  that  would  remain  to  be  done  on  the  circuits. 

The  very  wide  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  political  fyftem  of  govern- 
ing Ireland  was  not  confined  to  the  divifion  of  the  treafury  and  oppofition 
benches  in  parliament.  The  warfare  of  fentiment  was  wider  and  more 
violent  out  of  doors.  The  numbers  which  adhered  to  the  diderent  parties 
were  more  than  proportionally  in  the  inverfe  ratio  of  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  An  acrimonious  and  abufive  pamphlet 
M’as  Avritten  by  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  the  cafile,  though  publiflied  anony- 
moufly,  feverely  refleding  upon  Mr.  Grattan  and  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  The 
notice  and  indignation,  which  this  pamphlet  produced  in  the  oppofite  par- 
ties, gave  it  notoriety,  confequence  and  cffeft;  and  the  daily  papers  teemed 
Avith  panegyricks  and  iiiA-eftives  according  to  the  oppofite  difpofitions,  or 
rather  the  engagements  of  their  proprietors.  So  much  had  been  faid,  and 
not  contradicted  in  parliament  concerning  the  outrageous  perfecutions  of 
the  county  of  Armagh,  that  it  was  found  advifeable  to  endeavour  to  foftcn 
doAVUi  the  public  indignation,  Avhich  had  been  too  unequiA^ocally  exprefled, 
not  to  create  alarm  at  the  caftle.  In  the  Spring  of  this  year,  the  public 
l)elieved,  (Avhether  rightly  or  Avrongly,  the  effect  Avas  the  fame)  that  about 
5000  (fome  fay  7000)  Catholics  had  been  forced  or  burned  out  of  the  county 
of  Armagh,  and  that  the  ferocious  banditti,  Avho  had  expelled  them  had  been 
encouraged,  connived  at,  countenanced,  inftigated,  or  protected  by  the  go- 
vernment. At  the  Lent  afiizes  of  the  year  1796*  the  flieriff,  governor,  and 

grand 

* It  muft  appear  more  than  fingular  to  the  impartial  obferver,  that  this  addrefs  contains  not  one 
fyllable  of  reference  to  the  appropriate  outrages  of  that  county,  viz.  religious  feuds  and  rancour, 
conflagration,  devaftation  and  extermination. 

County  of  Armagh, 

At  a meeting  of  the  high  flieriflF,  governor,  grand  jury,  and  magiflrates  of  the  county  of  Armagh, 
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grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Armagh  publiflied  an  addrefs  and  refolutions, 
calculated  to  do  away  the  impreffions  generally  received  by  the  public  upon 

the 

aflembled  at  the  Lent  aflizes,  1796,  the  following  addrefs  and  refolutions  were  unanimoufly  agreed 
to : 

“ To  his  Excellency  John  Jeffreys,  Earl  Camden,  Lord  Lieutenant-General,  and  General 

” Governor  of  Ireland,  &c.  &c. 

“ The  unanimous  Addrefs  of  the  Sheriff,  Governor,  Grand  Jury,  and  Magiflrates  of  the  County  of 

Armagh,  alfembled  at  Lent  Aflizes,  1796. 

DEEPLY  impreffed  with  the  attention  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleafed  to  Ihew  to  this 
“ county,  and  fenfible  of  the  readinefs  with  which  military  aid  has  been  afforded,  whenever  it  has 
“ been  required,  on  occafion  of  the  difturbances  that  in  fome  places  have  unfortunately  prevailed, 
we  return  your  excellency  our  warmefl  acknowledgments,  and  beg  leave  to  exprefs  the  firmefl 
confidence  in  the  wifdom  and  energy  of  your  excellency’s  government. 

We  have  feen  with  the  deepefl  regret  the  outrages,  which  for  fome  time  paft  have  difturbed 
“ the  peace,  and  interrupted  the  induflry  of  this  profperous  county — and  as  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county  have  always  difcharged  their  duty  with  that  rigorous  and  impartial  juflice,  which  is  cal- 
culated  to  proteft  the  perfon  and  the  property  of  all  its  inhabitants  of  every  defcription,  fo  we 
lhall  continue  to  ufe  our  utmoft  exertions  to  punifh  offenders  of  every  denomination. 

We  trufl  that  the  peace  of  the  county  will  in  confequence  of  the  proceedings  at  this  affizes,  be 
reftored  univerfally — but  fhould  that  unfortunately  not  be  the  cafe,  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your 
“ excellency  that  we  mufl  feel  it  to  be  our  duty,  and  tlie  duty  of  all  the  other  magiflrates  of  the 
” county,  to  refort  to  immediate  proceedings  under  the  law  of  the  prefent  feflion  of  parliament, 
“ however  much  we  muft  lament  the  unufual  rigor,  which  it  will  impofe  upon  offenders,  and  how- 
ever  much  we  muft  deplore  the  burthens  as  well  as  the  difgrace,  which  fuch  meafures  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  impofe  upon  the  county. 

‘‘  John  Ogle,  fheriff. 

“ Gosford,  governor. 

“ Caulfield,  foreman,  for  felf  and  fellow-jurors.” 
Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  grand  jury  be  given  to  our  high  fheriff,  for  the  care  which  he 
has  taken  in  making  returns  of  the  very  enlightened  and  difpaflionate  juries  that  have  attended,  and 
for  his  very  proper  conduft  throughout  this  aflizes.  ^ 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  grand  jury  be  given  to  the  right  honorable  the  attorney  general, 
for  the  very  able  fpeech  in  which  he  addreffed  the  county,  for  the  candor  and  unwearied  exertion 
with  whieh  he  has  conduced  the  profecutions  at  this  aflizes,  and  for  his  readinefs  in  communicating 
with  the  grand  jury  on  every  oceafion,  when  applied  to. 

The  above  addrefs  being  prefented  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  he  was  pleafed  to  return 
the  following  anfwer : 

“ I RETURN  my  moft  fincere  thanks  to  the  fheriff,  governor,  grand  jury,  and  magiflrates  of 
“ the  county  of  Armagh  for  the  addrefs  which  has  been  prefented  to  me, 

" It 
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the  ferocious  outrages  of  thofe  exterminators.  Their  annunciation  of  impar- 
tial juftice,  and  a refolution  to  punidi  oftenders  of  every  denomination,  was 
rather  unfeafonable,  when  there  remained  no  longer  any  of  one  denomination 
to  commit  outrages  upon,  or  to  retaliate  injuries. 

*In  the  fummer  of  1796,  great  numbers  of  perfons,  principally  from  the 

province 

It  gives  me  the  greateft  fatisfa6lion  to  obferve  the  anxious  folicitude  that  has  appeared  during 
''  the  courfe  of  the  laft  aflizes,  amongft  all  defcriptions  of  perfons,  to  endeavour  to  extinguilh  that 
fpirit  of  outrage,  which  has  exifted  within  your  county  for  fome  time  paft.  I lament  that  thofe 
“ endeavours  have  not  hitherto  proved  totally  fuccefsful,  but  I look  forward  with  confidence  to  the 
“ expedation  that  a continuation  of  that  temper  and  unanimity  which  have  appeared  at  the  late 
aflizes,  may  render  it  unneceflary  to  recur  to  thofe  powders  that  have  been  given  by  the  wifdom 
“ and  energy  of  parliament,  which  powers  I truft  will  be  called  for  with  caution,  but  when  granted 
w'ill  be  ufed  with  effed.” 

*'  Report  of  Secret  Committee  Com.  Joum.  Appendix  DCCCXXIX.  The  above  quoted  Me- 
moir (p.  5)  gives  the  following  detailed  account  of  the  progrefs  of  the  union  at  this  period: — 
" While  they  were  almoft  entirely  confined  to  the  north,  but  increafing  rapidly  there,  the  infur- 
" redion  bill  was  paffed  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1796,  augmenting  the  penalties  upon  admi- 
“ nifiering  unlawful  oaths,  or  folemn  obligations,  even  to  death : but  death  had  ceafed  to  alarm 
“ men  who  began  todiink  it  was  to  be  encountered  in  their  country’s  caufe.  The  ftatute  remained 
“■  an  abfolutedead  letter,  and  the  numbers  of  the  body  augmented  beyond  belief. 

To  the  Armagh  perfecution  is  the  union  of  Irithmen  moft  exceedingly  indebted.  The  perfons 
“ and  properties  of  the  wretched  Catholics  of  that  county  were  expofed  to  the  mercilefs  attacks  of 
an  Orange  fadion,  which  was  certainly  in  many'  inftances  uncontrolled  by  the  juftices  of  peace, 
“ and  claimed  to  be  in  all  fupported  by  government.  When  thefe  men  found  that  illegal  ads  of 
“ magifirates  were  indemnified  by  occafional  ftatutes,  and  the  courts  of  juftice  ftiut  againft  them 
“ by  parliamentary  barriers,  they  began  to  think  they  had  no  refuge  but  in  joining  the  union. 
“ Their  difpofitions  fo  to  do,  were  much  increafed  by  finding  the  Prelbyterians  of  Belfaft  efpeci- 
“ ally  ftep  forward  to  efpoufe  their  caufe,  and  fuccour  their  diftrefs.  We  will  here  remark,  once 
“ for  all,  what  we  moft  folemnly  aver,  that  wherever  the  Orange  fyftem  was  introduced,  particu- 
" larly  in  Catholic  counties,  it  was  uniformly  obferved,  that  the  numbers  of  United  Irilhmeii 
“ encreafed  moft  aftonilhingly.  The  alarm  which  an  Orange  lodge  excited  among  the  Catholics, 
made  them  look  for  refuge  by  joining  together  in  the  united  fyftem  j and  as  their  number  was 
“ always  greater  than  tliat  of  bigotted  Proteftants,  our  haiveft  was  ten-fold.  At  the  fame  time  that 
“ we  mention  this  circumftance,  wemuft  confefs,  and  muft  deeply  regret,  that  it  excited  a mutual 
” acrimony  and  vindidive  fpirit,  which  was  peculiarly  oppofite  to  the  intereft,  and  abhorrent  to  the 
“ feelings  of  the  United  Irilhmen,  and  has  lately  manifefted  itfelf,  we  hear,  into  outrages  of  fo 
“ much  horror. 

“ About  the  middle  of  1796,  a meeting  of  the  executive  took  place,  more  important  in  its  dil- 
culCons  and  its  confequences,  than  any  that  had  preceded  it ; as  fuch,  vve  have  thought  ourfelves 
bound  to  give  an  account  of  it  with  the  moft  perfed  franknefs,  and  more  than  ordinary  preci- 
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province  of  Ulfter,  had  inrolled  theinfelves  in  that  fociety,  About  the  fame 
period  a dirc6t  communication  liad  been  opened  by  the  heads  of  the  party 

with 

“ fion.  This  meeting  took  place  in  confequence  of  a letter  from  one  of  the  fociety,  who  had  emi- 
grated  on  account  of  political  opinions:  it  mentioned,  that  the  ftate  of  the  country  had  been 
“ reprefented  to  the  government  of  France  in  fo  favorable  a point  of  view,  as  to  induce  them  to 
“ refolve  upon  invading  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  it  to  feparate  Itfelf  from  Great  Britain. 
“ On  this  folemn  and  important  occalion,  a ferious  review  was  taken  of  the  ftate  of  the  Irifli  na- 
“ tion  at  that  period  : it  was  obferved,  that  a defperate  ferment  exifted  in  the  public  mind  j a 
refolution  in  favor  of  a parliamentary  reform  had  indeed  been  pafted  early  in  1793,  by  theHoufe 
” of  Commons  j but  after  it  had  been  fruftrated  by  feveral  fuccellive  adjournments,  all  hope  of  its 
“ attainment  was  vaniftied,  and  its  friends  every  where  profcribed,  the  volunteers  were  put  down, 
“ all  power  of  meeting  by  delegation  for  any  political  purpofe,  the  mode  in  which  it  was  moft  ufual 
and  expedient  to  co-operate  on  any  fubjedt  of  importance,  was  taken  away  at  the  fame  time. 
“ The  provocations  of  the  year  1794,  the  recall  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  the  re-alTumption  of  coer- 
“ cive  raeafures  that  followed  it,  were  ftrongly  dwelt  on  : the  county  of  Armagh  had  been  long 
“ defolated  by  two.  con  tending  fadlions,  agreeing  only  in  one  thing,  on  opinion,  that  moft  of  the 
“ adtive  magiftrates  in  that  county  treated  one  party  with  the  moft  foftering  kindnefs,  and  the  other 
with  the  moft  rigorous  perfecution.  It  was  ftated,  that  fo  marked  a partiality  exafperated  the 
fufferers,  and  thofe  who  fympathized  in  their  misfortunes.  It  was  urged  with  indignation,  that 
“ notwithftanding  the  greatnefs  of  the  military  eftabliftiment  in  Ireland,  and  its  having  been  able 
“ to  fupprefs  the  Defenders  in  various  counties,  it  was  not  able,  or  was  not  employed  to  fupprefs 
“ thefe  outrages  in  that  county,  which  drove  feven  thoufand  perfons  from  their  native  dwellings. 
“ The  magiftrates,  who  took  no  fteps  againft  the  Orange  men,  were  faid  to  have  overleaped  the 
boundaries  of  law  to  purfue  and  punifli  the  Defenders.  The  government  feemed  to  take  upon 
“ themfelves  thofe  injuries  by  the  indemnity  adl,  and  even  honored  the  violators  j and  by^the  infur- 
" redlion  adl,  which  enabled  the  fame  magiftrates,  if  they  chofe,  under  colour  of  law,  to  adl  anew 
“ the  fame  abominations.  Nothing,  it  was  contended,  could  more  juftly  excite  the  fpirit  of  refift- 
“ ance,  and  determine  men  to  appeal  to  arms,  than  the  infurredlion  adl ; it  puniflied  with  death 
" the  adminiltering  of  oaths,  which,  in  their  opinion,  were  calculated  for  the  moft  virtuous  and 
“ honorable  purpofes.  The  power  of  proclaiming  counties,  and  quieting  them  by  breaking  open 
“ the  cabins  of  the  peafants  between  fun-fet  and  fun-rife,  by  feizing  the  inmates,  and  fending  them 
“ on  board  tenders  without  the  ordinary  interpofition  of  a trial  by  jury,  had,  it  was  alleged,  irritated 
“ beyond  endurance  the  minds  of  the  refledling,  and  the  feelings  of  the  unthinking  inhabitants  of 
“ that  province.  It  was  contended,  that  even  according  to  the  conftitution  and  example  of  1C88, 
" when  the  protedlion  of  the  conftituted  authorities  was  drawn  from  the  fubjedl,  allegiance,  the  re- 
“ ciprocal  duty  ceafed  to  bind  ; when  the  people  were  not  redrefl'ed,  tliey  had  a right  to  refill,  and 
“ were  free  to  feek  for  allies  wherever  they  were  to  be  found.  The  Englilh  revolutionifts  of  iCss 
“ called  in  the  aid  of  a foreign  republic  to  overthrow  their  opprelfors.  There  had  fprung  up  in  our 
own  time  a much  more  mighty  republic,  which,  by  its  offers  of  afliftance  to  break  the  chains  of 
“ flavery,  had  drawn  on  itfelf  a war  with  the  enemies  of  our  freedom,  and  now  particularly  ten- 
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with  the  enemy : and  French  affiftance  was  folicited  and  promifed  to  he  fpee- 
dilv  lent  to  aid  the  difaffefted  in  that  kingdom.  It  appears  lufficiently  clear 
that  fome  of  the  heads  of  the  union  at  this  time  liad  fully  conceived  the  exe- 
crable defign  of  attempting  to  effectuate  a total  feparation  from  Great  Britain, 
and  confequently  the  neceffary  overthrow  of  the  exifting  government.  But 
the  extent  of  thefe  traiterous  views  was  cautioully  fupprefled  from  the  multi- 
tude, whom  they  hitherto  led  as  the  blind  inftruments  of  their  nefarious  pro- 
ject, under  the  plaufible  avowal  of  uniting  only  for  the  purpofes  of  obtaining 
Catholic  emancipation,  and  full  and  equal  reprefentation  in  parliament.  The 
determination,  with  which  government  feemed  in  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament 
to  have  extinguidied  every  profpeCt  of  attaining  either  of  thofe  two  objeCts, 
and  the  fyftem  of  coercion  and  rigor  which  they  had  now  avowedly  adopted, 
were  ufed  by  the  defigning  heads  of  the  union  as  the  moft  efficient  means  to 
propagate  difaffeCtion,  to  ulcerate  the  popular  fo reliefs,  to  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  Proteftant  afcendancy,  and  to  work  up  the  difappointment,  defpair 
and  licentioufnefs  of  the  multitude,  into  civil  and  religious  enthufiafm  for 
effecting  thofe  two  great  ob  jeCts,  from  the  want  of  which  they  were  taught  to 
derive  the  fum  total  of  their  wrctchednefs.  It  had  been  obferved  in  parlia- 
ment by  fome  of  the  moll  refpeClable  country  gentlemen,  that  fuch  a fyftem 
tended  more  to  inflame  than  heal.  No  means  of  fafeination  and  feduCtion 
were  omitted  to  rivet  the  paffions  of  the  multitude  to  the  attainment  of  eman- 
cipation and  reform,  who  all  gloried  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  thefe  two 
points  ; and  thus  engaged,  they  became  duClile  to  the  ulterior  views  of  their 
traiterous  conductors.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that  at  this  time 
few  of  the  moft  dangerous  of  the  rebels*  were  aCting  with  the  members  of  the 
union. 

dered  us  its  aid.  Thefe  arguments  prevailed,  and  it  was  refolved  to  employ  the  proffered  aflift- 
“ ance  for  the  purpofe  of  feparation.  We  were  aware  it  was  fufpefted  that  negotiations  between 

the  United  Irifhinen  and  the  French  were  carried  on  at  an  earlier  period  than  that  now  alluded 
“ to,  but  we  folemnly  declare  fuch  fufpicion  was  ill-founded.  In  confequence  of  this  determina- 

tion  of  the  executive,  an  agent  was  difpatched  to  the  French  Diredlory,  who  acquainted  them 
“ with  it,  ftated  the  difpofitions  of  the  people,  and  the  meafures  which  caufed  them  : he  received 
" frefli  affurances  that  the  fuccours  fhould  be  fent,  as  foon  as  the  armament  could  be  got  ready.” 

* In  the  memoir  of  O’Connor,  Emmett,  and  M'Nevin,  they  fay  (p.  9)  “ None  of  us  were 
“ members  of  the  united  fyftem  until  September  or  Oflober  in  the  year  1796.”  Mr.  T.  W.  Tone 
had  fled  the  country  in  the  beginning  of  1795,  upon  fufpicion  of  his  being  implicated  in  the  trea- 
foa  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jacklon,  who  was  tried  for  high  treafon  and  found  guilty  on  the  23d  of 

April, 
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* Witli  a view  of  being  prepared  as  much  as  poffible  to  co-operate  with  the 
enemy  then  expected,  and  in  order  to  countera6t  the  effeft  of  the  armed  af- 

April,  1795  : and  when  he  was  called  up  to  receive  fentence  on  the  SOth  of  April,  he  died  in 
court  of  the  poifon  he  had  previoufly  taken.  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  about  the  fame  time  having 
been  tried,  convided,  and  fentenced  to  two  years  imprifonment  for  fedition,  efcaped  out  of  prifon 
to  the  continent : and  Mr.  Napper  Tandy  having  been  indidted  for  high  treafon  about  the  fame 
time,  was  proceeding  to  take  his  trial  at  Dundalk  ; when  he  was  met  about  twelve  miles  from  that 
town  by  his  attorney,  who  apprizing  him  of  the  dead  weight  of  evidence  againft  him,  he  returned 
to  Dublin,  and  fled  alfo  to  the  continent. 

* Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  XVII.  Com.  Jour.  DCCCXXIX.  The  following  account  of 
the  military  organization  is  given  in  the  before  mentioned  Memoir.  ''  The  military  organization 

had  no  exillence  until  towards  the  latter  end  of  179(3,  and  was  as  near  as  could  be  engrafted  on 
the  civil : in  order  to  avoid  giving  al.'trm,  it  continued  to  conceal  itfelf  as  much  as  poffible  under 
“ the  ufual  denominations.  The  fecretary  of  a fociety  of  twelve,  w'as  commonly  the  petty  officer; 
“ the  delegate  of  five  focieties  to  a lower  baronial,  when  the  population  required  fuch  an  imme- 
diate  ftep,  was  ufually  the  captain,  and  the  delegates  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  baronial  was 
“ ufually  the  colonel.  All  officers  to  colonels  up,  were  indifpenfably  eledted  by  thofe  they  were 
to  command,  but  at  that  point  the  interference  of  the  focieties  ceafed,  and  every  higher  com- 
miflion  was  in  the  appointment  of  the  executive  ; only  as  foon  as  fufficient  numbers  of  regiments 
" were  organized  in  any  county,  the  colonels  were  diredted  to  tranfmit  to  the  executive  the  names 
“ of  three  perfons,  fit,  in  their  opinion,  to  adt  as  adjutants  general  for  that  county,  of  thofe,  the 
executive  chofe  one ; and  through  this  organ  all  military  communications  were  made  to  the  fe- 
“ veral  counties  ; in  confequence  of  fuch  arrangements  not  more  than  one  of  the  executive  need 
“ ever  be  committed  with  any  county;  and  that  only  to  a perfon  of  his  own  choice  from  among 
the  three.  It  fo  happened,  that  the  fame  member  was  entitled  to  hold  communications  with  fe- 
veral  adjutants  general,  wdiich  ffill  further  diminithed  the  rilk  to  the  executive : we^'efer  to  the 
“ amended  printed  conftitution,  where  the  military  confl:itution  without  being  named,  is  more 
“ corredtly  fet  forth,  than  we  can  give  from  memory.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  thefe  men  were 
“ to  be  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition,  every  man  who  could  afford  it,  was  diredted  to  pro- 
“ vide  himfelf  w’ith  a mufquet,  bayonet,  and  as  much  ammunition  as  he  could  ; every  other  man 
“ with  a pike,  and  if  he  were  able  a cafe  of  piflols ; but  this,  we  apprehend,  was  not  ftridtly  ad- 
“ hered  to.  We  have  heard  it  faid,  that  treafurers  were  appointed  for  raifing  money  topurchafe 
arms,  but  no  fuch  appointment  was  ever  made,  at  leafl:  by  the  executive.  Perhaps  fome  private 
“ focieties  might  have  adopted  fuch  a meafure, 

“ In  many  inftances  the  lower  orders  w'ent  about  to  private  houfes  to  fearch  for  arms;  this  the 
“ executive  conftantly  endeavoured  to  prevent,  becaufe  they  were  unwilling  to  raife  alarm  in  their 
“ adverfaries,  or  let  the  members  of  their  body  acquire  habits  of  plunder,  and  be  confounded  with 
“ robbers.  They  endeavoured  to  diffuade  them  from  tlrel'e  a6ls,  by  reprefenting  to  the  people, 
that  the  arms  would  always  be  kept  in  better  condition  by  the  gentlemen  than  by  them,  and 
“.could  be  eafily  feized  whenever  neceffary.  In  other  refpedts  our  ftores  were  in  the  arfenal  in  the 
caftle,  and  the  military  depots  throughout  the  country;  our  fupplies  were  in  the  treafury. 
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fociations  of  yeomanry,  eftabliflied  in  October  1796,  directions  M^re  iflued  by 
the  leaders  to  the  focieties,  to  form  themfelves  into  military  bodies,  and  to 
be  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition. 

Thefe  directions  were  fpeedily  obeyed,  the  focieties  aflumed  a military 
form,  and  it  appears  hy  the  original  papers,  feized  at  Belfaft  in  the  month  of 
April  ] 797,  that  their  numbers  at  that  period,  in  the  province  of  Ulfter  alone, 
were  Rated  to  amount  to  nearly  one  hundred  thoufandmen.  That  they  were 
very  largely  fupplied  with  fire-arms  and  pikes,  that  they  had  foine  cannon 
and  ammunition,  and  were  diligently  employed  in  the  ftudy  of  military 
taClics ; in  lliort,  that  nothing  was  neglected  by  the  party,  which  could  en- 
able them  to  take  the  field  on  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,*  or  whenever  they 
might  receive  orders  to  that  eflecl  from  their  fuperior  officers,  whom  they 
were  hour. den  by  oath  to  obey. 

The  report  of  the  fecret  committee  of  the  commons,  continues  to  inform 
us,  that  in  the  fummer  of  1796,  the  outrages  committed  by  a banditti,  cal- 
ling themfelves  Defenders,!  in  the  counties  of  Rofeommon,  Leitrim,  Long- 
ford, 

* Memoir  IX.  In  the  autumn  of  1796,  it  muft  be  confefled,  the  reafons  already  alleged, 
and  the  initiations  of  the  preceding  fummer  in  the  North,  had  difpofed  us  to  a feparation  and 
republic,  principally  becaufe  we  were  hopelefs,  that  a reform  would  ever  be  yielded  to  any  peace- 
able  exertion  of  the  people.  We  cannot  be  accurate  as  to  the  progrefs  either  of  the  numbers  or 
organization  of  the  United  Irilhmen;  it  having  been  an  invariable  rule,  to  burn  all  the  returns 
“ or  other  papers,  after  they  ceafed  to  be  ufeful  j we  have  no  documents  wherewith  to  refrefli  our 
memories,  brft  we  apprehend  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee  to  be,  in  that  cafe,  fufficiently 
“ accurate,  except  that  the  numbers  were  always  much  greater  than  appeared  by  thole  reports 
the  documents  on  which  they  rely,  only  noticed  thole  who  went  regularly  into  focieties  j but 
“ great  numbers,  perhaps  at  a rough  guefs,  half  as  many  were  fworn  to  the  teft,  who  were  pre- 
vented  by  private  motives  and  local  circumftances,  from  committing  themfelves  in  that  way  ; 
" we  are,  however,  convinced,  that  tlie  numbers  of  the  whole  body  could  not  latterly  be  lefs  than 
500,000. 

“ The  returns  from  the  different  focieties,  and  committees  upwards,  fpecified  among  other 
“ things,  arms  and  ammunition;  they  were  not  originally  included  in  them,  nor  were  they  intro- 
duced  until  after  the  palfmg  the  infurre£tion  and  indemnity  a6ts,  when  the  people  began  to  be 
“ more  than  ever  carried  towards  refiftance,  and  were  extremely  irritated  by  the  indemnified  viola- 
“ tions  of  law  in  the  North.  The  returns  alfo  ftated,  fums  of  money  having  been  collefted  ; 
“ thofe  fums  were  always  very  fmall,  and  applied  towards  the  fupport  of  perfons  imprifoned  on 
“ charges  connedled  with  the  Union,  and  in  conducing  of  their  defences,  any  other  expences 
were  defrayed  by  occafional  private  fubferiptions.” 

t The  purport  of  this  part  of  the  report  appears  hiftorically  incorredl ; inafmuch  at  leafl:  as  it 
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ford,  Meath,  Veftmeath  and  Kildare,  together  with  a religious  feud  prevail- 
ing in  the  county  of  Armagh,  induced  the  legiflature  to  pafs  a temporary 
ad  of  parliament,  generally  called  the  Infurredion  Ad,  by  which  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  council  were  enabled,  upon  the  requifition  of  feven  magiftrates 
of  any  eounty,  affembled  at  a felfions  of  the  peace,  to  proclaim  the  whole 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  in  a (late  of  difturbance  ; within  which  limits  this 
law,  giving  increafed  poAver  to  the  magiftracy,  was  to  have  operation. 

Many  diftrids  in  Ulfter,  in  which  outrages- prevailed,  occafioned  by  the 
adive  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  United  Iriflimen,  Avere  in  the  courfe  of 
the  Avinter  of  179^?  and  fpring  of  ] 797,  put  under  the  proAufion  of  the  ad 
above  mentioned  ; and  the  committee  obfei’A^d,  that  although  Avhere  the  laAV 
Avas  put  in  force  Avith  adivity  by  the  magiftrates,  A'ery  beneficial  confe- 
quences  AA’ere  found  to  refult  from  it,  yet  the  treafon  Avas  then  too  deeply 
rooted  to  yield  to  that  remedy. 

Although  it  be  true,  as  the  committee  has  reported,  that  in  the  latter  end 
of  1796,  and  the  beginning  of  1797,  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Ulfter  fuffered 
moft  feverely  from  the  United  Irilhmen  ; that  throughout  the  province,  they 
AA'ere  ftripped  of  their  arms : that  the  moft  horrid  murders  AATie  perpetrated  by 
large  bodies  of  men  in  open  day,  and  that  it  became  nearly  impoflible  to 

appears  and  intends  to  identify  the  caufe  of  the  Union  and  the  Defenders  in  the  year  1796.  The 
Memoir  gives  this  candid  and  apparently  true  account  of  the  only  connexion,  which  at  that  time 
exifted  between  them.  Defenderifm  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  origin  of  the  modern  focieties 
“ of  United  Irilhmen : this  is  undoubtedly  either  a miflake  or  a mifreprefentation ; we  folemnly 
“ declare,  that  there  was  no  connexion  between  them  and  the  united  Irilh,  as  far  as" we  know, 
“ except  what  follows  : 

“ After  the  Defenders  had  fpread  into  different  counties,  they  manifefted  a rooted  but  unen- 
“ lightened  averfion,  among  other  things,  to  the  fame  grievances,  that  were  complained  of  by  the 
“ Union.  They  were  compofed  almoft  entirely  of  Catholics,  and  thofe  of  the  loweft  order,  who, 
“ through  a falfe  confidence,  were  rifking  themfelvcs,  and  the  attainment  of  redrefs  by  premature 
“ and  unfyftematic  infurredtion.  In  the  North  they  were  alfo  engaged  in  an  acrimonious  and 
” bloody  ftruggle  with  an  oppofite  fadtion,  called  Peep  of  Day  Boys.  Tlie  advantage  of  reconcil- 
“ ing  thefe  two  mifguided  parties,  of  joining  them  in  the  Union,  and  fo  turning  them  from  any 
views  they  might  have  exclufively  religious,  and  of  reftraining  them  from  employing  a mutual 
“ deflrudtive-  exertion  of  force,  moft  powerfully  ftruck  the  minds  of  feveral  United  Irifhmen.  For 
“ that  purpofe,  many  of  them  in  the  northern  counties  went  among  both,  but  particularly  theDe  • 
fenders,  joined  with  them,  (hewed  them  the  fuperiority  of  the  union  fyftem,  and  gradually,  while 
“ government  was  endeavouring  to  quell  them  by  force,  melted  them  down  into  the  United  Irilh 
" body.  This  rendered  their  condudi  infinitely  more  orderly,  and  lefs  fufpicious  to  government.” 
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bring  the  offenders  to  juftice,  from  the  inevitable  deftnidlion,  that  awaited  the 
witnefles  or  jurors,  who  dared  to  perform  their  duty : yet  was  it  alfo  true, 
that  this  fpecies  of  barbarous  outrage  did  not  exift  in  the  county  of  Armagh, 
and  apart  of  Louth,  but  that  another  fpecies  of  outrage  from  the  Orange- 
men did  there  exilf,  of  which  the  report  is  wliolly  filent,  Hifforical  juftice 
requires  us  alfo  to  notice  a moft  material  fadt  affertcd  in  the  report  of  the 
lords,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  founded  in  the  fame  fpecies  of  evidence, 
either  by  confeffion  or  voucher,  upon  which  moft  of  the  fadts  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  commons  had  been  fupported.  The  lords  fully  confirmed 
the  report  of  the  commons,  and  having  received  and  inveftigated  fuch  fur- 
ther evidence  as  they  thought  in  prudence  they  were  called  upon  to  examine, 
had  come  to  an  unanimous  relblution,  immediately- to  report  that  they  were 
fully  fatisficd  and  convinced,  from  the  evidence  laid  before  them,  that  a 
traiterous  and  alarming  confpiracy  has  been  formed,  and  that  fundry  adls 
had  been  done  in  purfuance  thereof  by  certain  affiliated  focieties  and  per- 
fons  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdorn,-  calling  themfelves  United  Iriffimen, 
for  the  fubverfion  of  the  eftablifhed  laws  and  conftitution,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  a fyftem  of  anarchy,  plunder  and  confufion,  fimilar  to  that  which 
had  fatally  prevailed  in  France.  That  they  thought  it  neceffary  further  to 
report,  that  it  appeared  diftinHly  to  them  that  fuch  a fyftem  was  the  firft  and 
fundamental  object  of  thefe  focieties,  at  their  original  inftitution  in  the  fum- 
mer  of  the  year  1791,  and  that  the  attainment  of  what  were  called  parlia 
mentary  reform  and  Catholic  emancipation  were  and  continued  to  be  holden 
out  by  them  merely  as  a pretence  for  their  affociations,  and  with  a view  to 
feduce  perfons,  Avho  were  not  apprized  of  their  traiterous  defigns,  to  unite  with 
them.  This  was  a clear  avovral,  that  all  the  members  of  tbe  union  Avej  c not  at 
that  time  apprized  of  the  traiterous  defigns  of  fome  of  their  leaders.  For  it 
is  unqueftionable,  that  numerous  individuals  were  engaged  as  members  of  the 
union,  who  had  no  treafon  in  their  minds  or  hearts.  I'he  term  affiliated  fo- 
cictics  was  too  extenfive  to  be  applied  to  thofe  who  were  guilty  at  that  time 
of  treafon.  And  therefore,  the  committee  a little  after  applied,  as  the  truth 
was,  the  guilt  of  uniting  with  the  Defenders  to  the  leaders  and  diredtors  of 
their  focieties.  For  it  had  further  appeared  to  them,  that  the  leaders  and  di- 
rectors of  thefe  affociations  then  were  and  had  been  for  fome  time  pafl  anxi- 
oufiy  engaged  in  uniting  with  them  a clafs  of  men,  A\  ho  had  formerly  dif- 
turbed  the  peace  of  this  country  by  afts  of  outrage,  robbery  and  murder, 
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under  the  appellation  of  Defenders,  and  they  had  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
in  a certain  degree  they  had  fucceeded.  In  addition  to  the  fa6ls  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  commons,  they  found  it  necelfary  to  Rate,  that  it  had  ap- 
peared diftinftly  and  unequivocally  to  them,  that  a traiterous  correfpondence 
and  communication  had  been  carried  on  between  the  leaders  and  dire6lors  of 
the  focieties  of  the  United  Irifhmen  and  the  executive  diredtory  of  the  French 
Republic  ; the  period  at  v'hich  that  correfpondence  was  proved  to  have  taken, 
place,  had  appeared  to  have  been  between  the  month  of  June,  1795,  and 
the  month  of  January,  179^,  and  the  means  by  which  it  was  carried  on  in 
that  inftant,  had  been  fully  proved ; and  it  had  alfo  appeared  to  their  com- 
mittee, that  in  the  event  of  fuccefs  on  the  part  of  thofe  confpirators,  it  had 
been  decided,  that  all  peafons  who  from  their  principles  or  fituation  might 
be  deemed  inimical  to  the  confpiracy,  Ihould  be  maffacred  : the  firflprofcribed 
lift,  it  had  appeared  to  their  committee,  had  been  calculated  by  one  of  their 
leaders  at  thirty  thoufand  j>erfons. 

It  cannot  elude  the  obfervation  of  every  candid  man,  who  confiders  the 
nature  and  progrefs  of  that  horrible  rebellion,  which  afterwards  broke  out 
openly  in  the  year  1798,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  individuals  were  unfor- 
tunately involved  in  it,  by  imperceptible  gradation,  by  deception,  art,  ma- 
lice, menace,  or  intimidation  of  the  leaders  and  diredlors.  The  committee 
of  the  lords  charged  the  affiliated  focieties  of  United  Iriflunen  generally  Avith 
the  treafon,  and  they  attempted  only  to  prove  it  againft  their  leaders  and  di- 
reftors  in  the  particular  inftances  of  uniting  Avith  the  defenders  and  French 
Republicans.  Too  much  guilt  alas  attached  upon  a numerous  parC  of  that 
nation,  to  excite  aAvifli  in  the  moft  favage  breaft  to  aggraA’ate  the  criminality 
or  extend  the  treafon.  Some  individuals,  who  can  only  meafure  their  own 
loyalty  by  tire  acrimony,  Avith  Avdiich  they  calumniate  their  country,  have 
upon  the  ftrength  of  this  report,  fpecifically  charged  the  Lhrited  Irifiimen 
Avith  holding  regular  committees  of  aflaffination.  But  no  evidence  AvhateA’er 
is  offered  by  the  lords  even  to  fupport  their  loofe  inuendo  or  charge  of  fyf- 
tematic  affaflination.  The  private  murders,  though  numerous  and  bloody, 
rather  rebut  than  fubftantiate  the  charge  of  any  organifed  fyftem  of  that 
atrocious  nature.* 

As 

* iMem.  p.  7.  “ It  has  been  alleged  againft  the  United  Irifhnaen,  that  they  eftabliflied  a fyftem 
®f  aflTairination.  Nothing  has  ever  been  imputed  to  them,  that  we  feel  more  pleafure  in  being 
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As  the  fummer  advanced,  the  public  fever  was  quickened.  Many  out- 
rages of  the  defenders  -were  punillied  in  a molt  unwarrantable  manner  upon 
innocent  untried  perfons  by  the  military  : upon  mere  fufpicion  or  abfence  of 
a landlord,  they  burnt  houfes,  they  often  maimed,  and  in  fome  inftances  mur- 
dered the  natives,  who  unfortunately  inhabited  the  diftrids,  into  which  they 
were  fent.  Nothing  fo  ftrongly  tends  to  irritate  the  popular  mind,  as  the 
commilTion  of  crimes  under  the  colour  of  authority.  In  one  inftance  a cer- 
tain colonel  was  at  the  aflizes  of  Armagh  tried  and  found  guilty  of  mur- 
dering a i\Ir.  Lucas ; upon  his  receiving  fentence,  he  produced  his  majefty’s 
pardon,  and  was  inftantly  liberated.  This  circuraftance  greatly  irritated  the 
j)eople.  Tlie  many  barbarities  committed  by  the  Orangemen  in  Armagh  and 
Down,  if  not  with  connivance,*  at  leaft  Avith  impunity,  greatly  inflamed  the 

irritation 

able  to  difavow.  In  fuch  immenfe  numbers  as  were  to  be  found  in  that  body,  although  unifor- 
mity of  fyftem  may  have  given  a wonderful  uniformity  of  a6tion,  yet  it  is  unfair  and  unjuft  to 
charge  the  whole  body  with  the  vices  of  a few  of  its  members  : individual  grievances  produced  in- 
dividual refentments,  and  the  meeting  of  many  fufferers  in  the  fame  way  frequently  caufed  them 
to  concur  in  the  fame  refolutions.  It  appears,  indeed,  by  fome  trials,  that  a baronial  once  took 
that  fubjeft  into  confideration  j but  it  was  manifeft,  that  it  was  taken  up  by  them  as  individuals, 
whofe  principles,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  were  not  repugnant  to  the  adl.  A committee  of  aflaf- 
fination  has  been  much  talked  of ; we  have  heard  perfons  mentioned  as  members  of  it,  whom  we 
know,  from  the  moft  private  and  confidential  obfervations,  to  be  utterly  abhorrent  from  that  crime. 
We  folcmnly  declare,  we  believe  that  fuch  a committee  never  exifted.  We  moft  folemnly  aver,  it 
never  was  with  the  cognizance  of  a part  of  the  union.  We  alfo  declare,  that  in  no  communication 
from  thofe,  who  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  United  Irilhmen,  to  the  reft  of  that  body,  and  in  no 
official  paper  was  afl'affination  ever  inculcated,  but  frequently  and  fervently  reprobated.  It  was 
confidered  by  them  with  horror,  on  account  of  its  criminality,  and  with  perfonal  dread,  becaufe  it 
would  render  ferocious  the  minds  of  men,  in  whofe  hands  their  lives  were  placed,  moft  particularly 
placed  ; inafmuch  as  between  them  and  the  reft  of  that  body  were  they  out  of  the  proteiftion  of  the 
law.  In  proof  of  this  alfertion,  we  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to  a Iketch  of  a publication,  which  we 
believe  was  feized  among  the  papers  of  one  of  us,  at  the  time  of  his  arreft,  and  whicli  it  was  in- 
tended Ihould  appear,  if  the  paper  to  which ^it  alluded  had  not  been  difeontinued.  One  other  con- 
fideration,  which  we  intreat  may  not  ofl'end,  will,  we  hope,  be  decifive.  If  fuch  committee  had  ex- 
ifled,  and  if  the  men  at  the  head  of  the  United  Irilhmen  hau  thought  airaflination  a juftifiable  mode 
of  attaining  their  ends,  and  had  been  capable  of  encouraging  fuch  atrocity,  polfelfed  as  they  wei  e 
of  wide-fpread  means  of  a£ting,  and  powerful  control  over  men,  who,  it  is  now  manifeft,  held  the 
lofs  of  life  in  utter  contempt,  the  poignard  would  have  been  direifted,  not  againft  fuch  petty  objedts 
as  an  obnoxious  county  magiftrate,  or  an  informer.” 

* Three  Orangemen  voluntarily  made  oath  before  a magiftrate  of  the  county  of  Down  and  Ar- 
maghj  that  they  met  in  committees  ) araongft  whom  were  fome  members  of  parliament,  wjio  gave 
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irritation  of  the  oppofite  party,  which  throughout  the  nation  was  by  far  the 
more  numerous.  I forbear  to  retail  the  particular  outrages,  left  malice  Ihould 
mifreprefent  their  ftatement,  as  a juftification  of  rebellion.  In  the  autumn 
of  this  year  government  greatly  encouraged  the  formation  of  diflerent  armed 
corps,*  particularly  of  yeomanry,  in  imitation  of  thofe  in  England.  The 

dread 

thefe  people  money,  and  promi fed  they  lliould  not  fufFer  for  any  adt  they  might  commit  j and 
pledged  themfelves,  that  they  Ihould  hereafter  be  provided  for  under  the  aufpices  of  government. 
The  maghlrate  wrote  to  the  fecretaiy  of  date,  enquiring  of  him  how  he  Ihould  aft  in  thefe  critical 
times  ; that  hitherto  he  had  preferred  peace  on  his  large  eftate,  but  wiflied  to  know  how  he  thould 
aft  in  future  j that  if  it  were  ncceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  prefent  fyftem  for  him  to  connive 
at  or  encourage  the  Orangemen  in  their  depredations,  he  faid,  as  a man  he  knew  his  duty  : if  it 
were  not  necelfary,  he  hoped  the  magiftrates  of  the  county  at  large  would  be  made  refponfible,  and 
be  compelled  to  aft  againft  thefe  depredators.  That  letter  was  written  in  confequence  of  a large 
meeting  of  Orangemen  intended  to  be  convened  in  about  ten  days  after.  About  the  fame  time  a 
number  of  delegates  from  the  Orangemen  met  in  the  town  of  Armagh,  and  entered  into  refolutions, 
which  they  publillied  : in  thefe  refolutions  they  recommended  to  the  gentlemen  of  fortune  to  open 
a fubfcription,  declaring,  “ That  the  two  guineas  per  man  allowed  them  by  government  was  not 
“ fufficient  to  purchafe  clothes  and  accoutrements.” 

* Thefe  corps,  which  afterwards  proved  highly  ferviceable  to  the  ftate,  were  at  firft  firongly  dif- 
relillied  and  oppofed  by  numbers  : all  thofe  of  courfe  were  againft  them,  who  entertained  any  real 
evil  defigns  againft  the  government : thofe  who  had  bona  fide  united  for  the  purpofes  of  attaining 
reform  and  emancipation  conceived,  that  they  were  to  be  dragooned  out  of  their  purpofes  : and  the 
Catholics  not  being  generally  admitted  into  thefe  corps,  refented  their  rejeftion  as  an  invidious  dif- 
tinftion,  tending  to  queftion  their  loyalty  and  fincerity  in  their  country’s  caufe.  They  accordingly 
waited  on  Mr.  Pelham  for  leave  to  raife  a Catholic  corps,  but  were  told,  that  if  they  cbofe  they 
might  join  the  corps  then  raifing  by  their  Proteftant  fellow  fubjefts.  Some  few  in  faft  did  j but 
the  fliynefs  and  reluftance,  with  which  Catholics  were  admitted  into  the  Proteftant  corps  of  yeo- 
manry, kept  moft  from  joining  them.  Certain  it  is  alfo,  that  the  antiminifterial  party  difcouraged 
them  at  the  time,  as  appears  from  party  publications  of  thofe  days.  One  of  them  fpoke  thus  ; 
" The  manner,  in  which  adminiftration  are  about  to  prepare  a force  in  this  kingdom  is  exceeding 
fufpicious.  Were  the  liberties  of  the  nation  to  be  deftroyed,  its  independence,  or  imperial  ex- 
“ iltence  to  be  voted  away,  the  plan  to  be  afted  upon  could  be  no  other  than  that  which  developes 
“ itfelf.  In  the  metropolis  the  canaille  dt  la  cour  only  are  to  be  armed  j we  are  to  have  armed  pen- 
“ fioners,  armed  excifemen,  armed  revenue  ofticers,  from  the  commiftioner  to  the  gauger ; armed 
“ contraftors,  armed'clerks  from  all  the  public  offices  ; every  perfon  in  the  court,  about  the  court, 
“ or  deriving  from  the  court,  is  to  be  armed.  In  the  country  our  little  great  men,  known  at 
“ court,  and  none  others,  are  to  be  armed  j their  parafites  and  retainers  are  to  be  armed,  their  do- 
meftics  are  to  be  armed,  their  devoted  tenants  are  to  be  armed,  and  this  pye-bald  mafs  of  incon- 
“ gruous  particles,  this  disjointed  piece  of  patchwork,  a juft  emblem  of  folly,  weaknefs,  and  ridi- 
“ cule,  is  to  be  called  Yeomanry. 
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dread  of  a French  invafion  was  the  oftenfible  reafon  for  embodying  thefe 
corps.  Nothing  however  gave  more  fanclion  and  favour  to  them  with  the 
public,  than  the  formation  of  the  lawyer's  corps.  A general  meeting  of  the 
bar  was  holden  on  the  14th  of  September,  1796,  at  which  it  was  refolved, 
that  they  held  it  expedient,  with  the  permilTion  of  government,  to  form  an 
armed  aflbciation  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  Great  exertions  were  at 
this  time  made  to  fefter  the  forenefs  of  the  Catholics,  and  to  inflame  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  Proteftants  and  them.  Complaints  were  made  in  the 
popular  prints*  of  thofe  in  the  pay  of  government  for  their  open  endeavours 

to 

See,  then,  in  what  fituation  we  will  eventually  find  ourfelves.  All  the  partizans  of  corrupt 
influence,  all  thofe  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  continUje  and  multiply  the  abufes  of  our  political  fyf- 
" tern,  will  have  arms  in  their  hands.  All  thofe  who  rely  upon  their  own  independent  properties, 
“ or  upon  tlieir  own  induftry,  the  people  whom  it  has  become  of  late  the  fafliion  to  afperfe,  will  be 
naked.  Thus  naked,  the  people  will  ftand  like  a fool  in  the  middle,  furrounded  by  a treble  army, 
" an  army  of  placemen  and  penfioners,  a mercenary  ftanding  army,  and  an  army  of  militia,  of- 
fleered  by  the  court.” 

* The  Dublin  Evening  Pofl  of  the  24th  of  September,  1796,  contained  tlie  following  obferva- 
tions,  which  I copy,  not  to  prove  the  truth  or  juftnefs,  but  tolhew  the  fiate  and  difpofltion  of  the 
public  mind  at  that  period.  “ The  moft  fevere  ftroke  made  againft  the  character  and  conduct  of 
the  viceroy,  as  a moral  man  and  flrft  magiftrate  of  a free  people,  who  ‘ought  not  to  hold  the 
‘ fword /«  ra/«,’  nor  to  exercife  it  has  been  in  Faulkner’s  Journal  of  this  day.  That 

“ hireling  print  is  undeniably  in  the  pay  of  his  lordlhip’s  adminiftration  ; and  what  adminiftration 
“ permits,  it  is  fuppofed  to  prompt  or  patronize.  In  that  print,  the  blind  fury  of  the  banditti, 
“ which  ufurps  and  difgraces  the  name  of  Orange  in  the  north,  is  applauded,  and  all  their  bloody 
“ exceffes  juftifled.  Murder  in  all  its  horrid  form.^,  affafliftations  in  cold  blood,  the  mutilation  of 
“ members  without  refpeiSt  to  age  or  fex,  the  firing  of  whole  hamlets,  fo  that  when  the  inhabitants 
“ have  been  looked  after,  nothing  but  their  afhes  were  to  be  found)  the  atrocious  excurflons  of 
“ furious  hordes,  armed  with  fword,  Are,  and  faggot,  to  exterminate  a people,  for  prefuming  to 
“ obey  the  divine  command,  written  by  the  finger  of  God  himfelf,  ‘ Honor  thy  father  and  thy 
‘ motlier,’  and  walking  in  t!ie  religion,  which  feemed  good  in  their  eyes.  Thefe  are  the  flagitious 
“ enormities,  which  attract  the  mercenary  applaufe  of  Faulkner’s  Journal,  the  literary  prop  of  the 
” Camden  adminiftration  ; thefe  are  favorite  themes,  upon  which  it  dilates  with  the  copioufnefs  of 
“ a full  heart.  O fhame  ! where  is  thy  blufli  ? 

“ The  fame  print,  by  infinuation,  would  viflt  the  difturbances,  which  have  taken  place  in  Louth,. 
“ Meatli,  Monaghan,  Cavan,  "Weftmeath,  Rofeommon,  Longford,  Leitrim,  Sligo,  Limerick,  Wex- 
“ ford,  and  Dublin,  upon  the  magiftrates  of  thofe  counties.  The  fupprefflon  of  nodturnal  infur- 
“ reidions  in  thefe  diftrifts  is  a full  vindication  of  thefe  magiftrates.  The  violence  of  the  other 
“ infurre£lion,  and  the  impunity  with  v.  hich  it  rages  in  the  north,  leave  the  magiftrates  in  that 
“ quarter  without  excufe.  Recent  dcciflons  in  our  courts  prove,  that  they  deferve  punilhment, 
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to  blow  up  thefe  nearly  fmotliered  embers  into  a frefli  flame  of  rancour,  ani- 
luofity,  and  perpetual  difeord.  The  unchecked  and  unpunillied  perfecutions 
of  the  Catholics  in  the  county  of  Armagh  Avas  the  never-ceafing  theme  of 
popular  declamation : minifters  botli  in  and  out  of  parliament  rebutted  the 
charge  of  connivance,  approbation,  and  encouragement,  by  flat  and  Iblemn 
denials.  It  was  obje6ted  to  the  adminiftration,  that  whillt  they  proclaimed 
the  houghing  of  a bullock  in  the  fouth,  they  fmothered  in  filence  the  murder 
and  profeription  of  hundreds  of  human  beings  in  the  north  : that  they  were 
A-igilant  to  make  every  forcible  poireffion  out  of  the  county  of  Armagh  the 
fubjeft  of  a proclamation,  whilfl  within  that  county  they  Avinked  at  the  per- 
petratiori  of  the  moll  atrocious  crimes.  The"  popular  party,  Avhich  fought 
nothing  fo  eagerly  as  to  difgnfl  and  inflame  the  public  mind  againft  the 
Caflle,  juflified  thefe  charges  by  alferting,  Avhat  Av^as  certainly  true,  though 
perhaps  otherwife  intended  by  government,  that  no  ftatute,  no  proclamation, 
no  refolutions  of  puhlic  bodies,  had  fpecified  or  punifhed  the  particular 
crimes  of  the  Orangemen  in  Armagh,  that  no  perpetrators  of  them  had  been 
puniflied,  that  not  a fingle  magiftrate  had  been  ftricken  off  the  commiflion, 
tiiough  many  Avere  generally  believed  to  haA^e  connived  at  and  encouraged 
thofe  outrages  : that  feveral  Averc  rewarded  by  commands  in  the  yeomanry 
corps,  and  otherwif^  favored  by  government.  WhateA^er  the  real  condu6l  of 
gOA'ernment  Avere,  Avith  reference  to  the  difturbances  in  Armagh,  the  partia- 
lity of  that  county  for  Mr.  Pelham  the  fecretary,  and  the  then  Avell  knoAvn 
intention  of  returning  that  gentleman  Avith  Dr.  Duigenan  for  the  borough[of 
Armagh  in  the  enfuing  parliament,  coupled  Avith  other  reports,  rivetcckin  the 
minds  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  the  firmeft  conviction,^  that  the  impu- 
nity of  thofe  fanatic  exterminators  of  Armagh  found  countenance  and  fup- 
port  from  the  feat  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  power.  Already  had  the  reports 
of  a general  election  brought  forth  many  candidates  for  the  counties,  and 
the  fcAv  open  boroughs  that  admitted  of  cledtion,  to  addrefs  their  conftitu- 


“ and  are  themfelves  accomplices  in  the  crimes,  which  it  is  their  duty  as  magiftrates,  as  men,  and 
as  Chriftians,  to  prevent.  It  is  filly  and  impudent  to  fay,  that  Defenders  have  advocates  in  this 
” paper.  Every  rational  man  muft  abhor  the  pradices  of  thofe  unfortunate  mifguided  people. 
“ But  there  are  fhades  in  guilt  j and  guilt  of  a deeper  and  fouler  ftain,  bafenefs  more  black  and 
“ bloody  never  appalled  the  eye  of  man,  than  that  which  ftalks  in  the  counties  of  Armagh  and 
Down,  however  it  may  be  hailed  as  the  good  genius  of  tlie  country,  by  that  literary  daemon  of 
the  court,  Faulkner’s  Journal." 


ents. 
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ents.  A more  unequivocal  teft  of  the  prevailing  principles  in  thofc  particular 
cliftrids  cannot  be  relbrtcd  to,  than  the  addrelVes,  in  which  the  candidates 
afl’ume  merit  in  the  eyes  of  what  they  conceive  and  wilh  to  be  the  majority. 
Thus  the  congenial  oppofition  given  by  IMr.  Pelham  and  Dr.  Duigenan  to 
the  queftion  of  Catholic  emancipation,  recommended  them  to  the  borough 
of  Armagh  : thus  a contrary  fpirit  of  equal  toleration  endeared  Colonel  (now 
Lord)  Hutehinfon*  to  the  city  of  Cork.  The  early  meeting  of  the  parliament, 
the  uncertainty  of  its  duration,  the  importance  of  the  expebted  debates,  the 
progrefs  of  organization  with  the  L^nited  Irilhmen,  their  hopes  of  French  fuc- 
cours,  others  dread  of  French  invafion,  the  increafed  vigilance  of  govern- 
ment, and  their  new  exertions  to  tranquillize  Armagh,  all  tended  in  different 
ways  to  abate  for  the  moment  the  heat  of  the  public  fever. 

The  parliament  met  on  the  13th  of  Oftober,  1796,  when  the  lord  lieute- 
nant in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  informed  them,  that  his  majefty  had  re- 
quired their  attendance  thus  early  in  parliament  in  confequence  of  the  ene- 
my’s threatening  a defcent  upon  that  kingdom  and  Great  Britain : he  ap- 
pealed to  and  confided  in  the  fpirit,  loyalty,  and  zeal  of  his  faithful  people 
of  Ireland  to  repel  fiich  an  attack:  he  apprized  them  of  his  majefty’s  in- 
tention to  fend  a perfon  to  Paris  to  treat  for  a peace  : informed  them  of  the 


* In  his  addrefs  to  the  electors  of  Cork  on  the  6th  of  Oftober,  1796,  amongft  other  matters,  this 
gentleman,  whofe  gallant  conduct  his  fovereign  has  fince  rewarded  with  a peerage,  thus  accofted  his 
conftituents  after  the  ufual  introdutStory  compliments.  It  would  be  ridiculous  in  me  to  makq 
“ you  a vain  difplay,  and  an  idle  pageantry  of  my  loyalty,  which  no  man  has  ever  prefumed  to 
doubt  or  deny.  Brought  up  in  the  army  almoft  from  my  infancy,  and  now  a general  officer  in 
" the  king’s  fervice,  I muft  be  loyal  from  duty,  intereft,  affedtion,  habit,  and  feeling ; it  would  be 
too  late  for  me  to  defert  that  caufe,  for  which  I have  fought,  and  for  which  I am  ready  to  die, 

“ I too  love  and  revere  our  glorious  conftitution  j I have  ftudied  and  endeavoured  to  comprehend 
" its  principles,  and  have  yet  to  learn  that  they  tend  to  exclufion  or  intolerance.  Sure  I am, 
“ that  the  reprefentation  of  all  freehold  property  is  the  bafis  upon  which  it  is  erefted  ; and  that 
" every  departure  from  this  its  vital  principle,  is  a violation  of  that  conftitution,  which  will  be 
" moft  applauded  by  thofe  who  underftand  it  beft.  To  unite  all  feds  in  one  common  comprehen- 
“ fion,  to  confolidate  the  nation  in  order  to  give  fecurity  to  the  people,  ftrength  to  the  empire,  and 
“ dignity  to  the  crown,  has  ever  been  the  firft  object  of  my  political  life.  Thefe  were  my  fentl- 
“ ments  open  and  avowed  long  before  I had  the  honor  of  reprefenting  you  in  parliament.  Your 
“ own  experience  has  proved,  tliat  they  were  not  founded  in  errors  you  muft  have  uniformly  ob- 
**  ferved,  that  the  profperity  of  the  country  has  increafed  in  dired  proportion  with  tlie  relaxation  of 
“ the  penal  code  j and  you  muft  be  convinced,  that  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  and  the  fitua- 
“ tion  of  furrounding  Europe,  imperioufly  require  the  union  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  ifland.” 

VoL.  II.  4 P hoftile 
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hoftile  difpofition  of  Spain,  and  congratulated  with  them  upon  our  fucceffesi 
in  the  \i’^eft  Indies,  and  the  fteady  and  dignified  condudt  of  the  emperor,  and 
the  intrepidity  and  fpirit  of  the  Auftrian  forces  under  the  Archduke  Charles, 
which  infpired  a well-grounded  confidence  of  obtaining  a peace.  He  trufted 
to  the  liberality  of  the  commons  for  the  fupplies.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
expediency  of  the  vigorous  meafures  of  the  laft  parliament,  which  appeared 
by  the  fubfiding  in  great  meafure  of  thofe  outrages,  which  they  were  intended 
to  fupprefs.  His  excellency  now  for  the  firft  time  took  tender  and  oblique 
notice  of  the  difturbances  of  Armagh.  * “ I have  however  to  lament,  that 
“ in  one  part  of  the  country  good  order  has  not  yet  been  entirely  reftored  ; 

“ and  that  in  other  diftri61s  a treafonable  fyftem  of  fecret  confederation,  by  the 
“ adminiftering  of  illegal  oaths,  ftill  continues,  although  no  means  within  the 
“ reach  of  government  have  been  left  untried  to  counteradl  it.” 

flVIr.  Grattan  obje6ted  to  the  fpeech.  It  contained  no  reconciling  matter, 
no  expectation  of  commercial  benefits,  and  did  in  a great  meafure  befpeak  a 
falfe  confidence  in  our  refources  both  in  commerce  and  revenue. 

He  lamented  extremely,  that  the  outrages  againft  the  Catholics  in  the 
north  had  been  fo  flightly  dwelt  on.  He  could  not  conceive  that  govern- 
ment, with  all  the  powers  it  now  polfefled,  lliould  not  have  been  able  to  quiet 
that  part  of  Ireland  ; that  he  feared  the  mob  had  a confidence  in  the  lenity 
of  government,  founded  on  the  fympathy  of  religion  between  the  Caflle  and 
the  Orange  Boys,  and  that  the  latter  had  therefore,  under  the  prefumption  of 
connivance,  continued  to  commit  the  moft  daring  outrages.  That  to  fup- 
pofe  that  government  ^^'as  inadequate  to  fupprefs  this  infurre61ion,  when  it 
has  fliewn  itfelf  not  adequate  only,  but  unreftrained  in  putting  an  end  to  other 
infurredlions,  was  to  allow  government  more  indulgence  than  it  deferved. 
That  he  did  not  approve  of  that  expreffion  in  the  fpeech,  which  reprefented 
thefe  raging  atrocities  in  the  north  as  a difturbance  not  entirely  fupprefled; 
fuch  tendernefs  of  language  to  fuch  enormous  pra6tices  againft  the  poor  and 
induftrious,  betrayed  an  indifference  in  the  government  to  the  protection  of 
the  lower  orders  of  his  majefty’s  Roman  Catholic  fubjeCls  ; that  he  was  an 
enemy  to  equality  of  property,  but  a friend  to  equality  of  protection  ; and 
that  in  his  opinion  the  beft  method  of  preventing  equality  of  property  was  to 
afford  equality  of  protection.  IMr.  Grattan  then  proceeded  to  confider  the 


* 17  Journ.  Com.  p.  9. 


f 17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  8. 
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war  in  general ; he  reprefented  in  the  higheh  glow  of  colouring  the  dif- 
ferent fituations  of  the  feveral  powers  of  Europe,  and  when  he  came  to  his 
own  country,  he  exclaimed,  “ There  was  alfo  Ireland  ; poor,  plundered,  ill 
“ ufed,  infulted,  and  forgiving  Ireland  ; and  though  reprefented  by  the  mi- 
“ nions,  eajilj/  j'aifed  and  eafily  put  down,  pouring  into  the  fleets  and  armies 
“ until  flie  was  forced  to  leave  herfelf  without  a foldier,  for  her  minifter’s  ill- 
“ fated  and  wide-wafting  Weft  India  expedition,  where  thofe  minifters  by 
“ their  plan  and  their  delay  fupplied  the  place  of  plague,  peftilence,  and  fa- 
“ mine  : loans  granted  more  in  one  year,  than  flie  granted  to  any  one  mi- 
“ nifter  in  the  courfe  of  any  former  war.  They  have  had  every  thing  from 
“ the  two  iflands  which  an  old  country,  that  was  relaxed,  and  a young  one, 
“ that  was  ill  adminiftered,  could  afford  : every  thing  in  England  but  en- 
“ thufiafm,  and  in  Ireland  every  thing  but  the  good  opinion  of  the  people, 
“ and  all  to  fend  an  ambaflador  to  afk  peace  of  the  French  Republic.”  He 
concluded*  a very  long,  eloquent,  and  fevere  harangue  againft  the  minifters, 
by  moving  the  following  amendment : “ To  reprefent  to  his  majefty,  that  the 
“ moft  effectual  method  for  ftrengthening  the  country  and  promoting  una- 
“ nimity,  was  to  take  fuch  meafures,  and  to  ena6l  fuch  laws,  as  to  enfure 
“ to  all  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  the  bleflings  and  privileges  of  the  conftitution, 

* 17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  13.  The  conclufion  of  his  fpeech  was  to  this  efFeft.  ” Rely  on  it,  minifteri 
**  muft  reconcile  : they  muft  capitulate  : it  is  not  to  them  a new  thing  : they  capitulated  in  gd 
“ to  the  Catholic  claim.  What  great  meafure  has  been  carried  for  this  countiy  but  by  their  capi- 
“ tulation  ? The  declaration  of  rights,  &c.  &c.  &c.  nor  can  the  Englith  cabinet  have  any  qualm 
“ on  this  occafion  : the  Englith  cabinet  have  been  of  late  years  in  the  courfe  of  capitulation  : they 

capitulated  to  America  : they  now  capitulate  to  the  French  Republic  ; and  why  not  capitulate  to 

Ireland  ? This  country  can  only  be  faved  by  her  own  force,  and  her  own  force  can  only  be  pro- 
“ cured  by  adopting  the  Catholics  j and  they  can  only  be  adopted  by  a total  and  entire  change  of 
" maxims,  meafures,  and  manners,  accompanied  with  a free  and  full  participation  of  whatever  pri- 
” vileges  the  conftitution  can  boaft,  and  what  is  infinitely  more  eflential,  whatever  privileges  the 
‘‘  conftitution  intended.  This  is  the  force,  the  power,  the  charm,  the  ftatf  of  your  faint,  that  will 
“ banifti  from  your  ifte  all  noxious  animals  j the  wand  that  opens  the  fea  to  the  Englilh,  and  will 
“ wall  it  up  againft  the  French.  Quick,  very  quick ! you  have  not  a moment  to  lofe  j you  have 
" given  your  fellow  fubjefts  a fliare  of  your  taxes,  your  defeat,  and  depopulation  ; kindly,  very 
“ kindly — give  them  now  a ftiare  of  your  bleflings,  whatever  your  minifters  have  left  you.  Let  us 
“ make  no  more  facrifices  of  our  liberties  ; let  us  now  facrifice  our  prejudices  : they  will  afcend 
“ in  fmoke,  the  beft  ufe  we  can  make  of  tlicm,  and  be  a tiding  to  your  God,  that  you  are  become 
" a convert  to  your  country,” 
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“ wiiliout  any  cliftinctioii  of  religion.”  The  amendment  was  feconded  by 
Mr,  W.  B.  Ponfonby. 

The  debate  was  carried  on  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  with  extreme  heat 
and  virulence.  ]\Ir.  Grattan’s  amendment  v/as  oppofed,  as  unfeafonable  and 
violent  by  feveral  of  thofe,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  with  him 
on  all  occafions ; infomuch  that  the  minority  on  the  divifion  confifted  only 
of  12  againft  149.  To  this  circumftance  ]\Ir.  Grattan  adverted  in  his  reply. 
He  was  told,  he-faid,  that  he  was  near  the  clofe  of  his  political  life : he  would 
liowever  borrow  a few  moments  of  that  life  to  repeat  the  fentiment,  and  re- 
alfert  a claim  dear  to  his  heart,  however  reduced  their  number,  ho’wever  fo- 
litary  their  phalanx.  In  the  courfe  of  this  debate  Lord  Caftlereagh  re- 
plied with  great  warmth  to  IMr.  Grattan  ; and  Mr.  Pelham  fpoke  more 
at  length  than  he  ufually  did  ; he  adopted  the  obfervation  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Alexander,  that  the  ftatement  of  the  Britidi  empire  made  by  Mr.  Grattan 
was  more  likely  to  have  come  from  a member  of  the  French  Alfembly  than  an 
Irilh  legiflator.  He  particularly  adverted  to  the  two  topics,  which  had  formed 
the  principal  ground  of  the  debate ; namely,  the  queftion  of  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, and  the  difturbances  of  Armagh.  As  tb  the  firft,  he  thought  it  very 
improperly  brought  forward  at  that  junbture.  It  was  then  no  time  to  make 
diftindlions  between  Catholics  and  Proteftants  ; no  fuch  diftindtion  was  made 
by  government.  In  the  offers  to  arm,  the  Catholics  had  been  as  forward  as 
the  Proteftants.  In  fome  ^counties,  where  gentlemen  attached  to  the  Pro- 

* Hiftorical  juftice  requires,  that  we  notice,  that  the  miiiifter’s  aflertion  rather  confirms,  than 
defeats  the  former  obfervations  upon  the  difcouragement  given  to  the  Catholics  arming.  He  fays, 
that  in  fome  counties,  /owe  gentlemen  attached  to  the  Proteftant  afceudancy  had  included  many  Ca- 
tholics in  their  lifls.  The  obvious  inference  is,  that  in  moft  cafes,  the  reverfe  had  happened.  The 
very  term  many  Catholics  befpeaks  a proportionate  paucity,  when  bearing  upon  a population  that 
confifts  of  more  than  three  Catholics  to  one  Proteftant.  Neither  did  his  juftification  of  the  county 
of  Armagh  meet  the  objeftions,  which  had  been  complained  of.  The  perfecution  of  the  Catholics 
in  that  county  had  been  complained  of  for  years  j and  the  application  of  remedy  is  fpoken  of,  only 
as  fince  the  laft  feflion.  The  reafon  he  gave  for  not  promulgating  the  infiiireftion  law  in  that 
county,  could  convey  little  fatisfadion  to  the  people  aggrieved  or  to  the  public  at  large  j becaufe  the 
inagiftrates  were  always  complained  of  as  the  immediate  and  efficient  inftrument  of  the  evil.  Mr. 
Grattan  (17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  50.)  thought  the  audacity  of  the  mob  arofe  from  a confidence  in  the 
connivance  of  government ; under  an  adminiftration  fent  thither  to  defeat  a Catholic  bill,  a Pro- 
teftant mob  very  naturally  conceived  itfelf  a part  of  the  ftate,  and  exercifcd  the  power  of  life,  and 
death,  and  tranfportation,  and  murder,  and  rape  with  triumph ; and  with  the  feeming  fympathy 
with  the  court  religion  the  magiftrates  retire  from  the  fcene  of  adion,  See, 
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teftant  afcendancy  refidecl,  fome  of  whom  had  fared  their  counties  from  ruin, 
thofe  very  gentlemen  had  come  forward  with  offers  to  raife  coips,  and  in 
their  lifts  had  included  many  Roman  Catholics,  Some  Roman  Catholics 
had,  no  doubt,  been  perfuaded,  that  fuch  diftinclions  were  adopted  by  go- 
vernment, and  he  found  it  neceffary  to  ftate  what  he  then  did,  left  the  high 
authority  of  fome  gentlemen  who  had  that  night  promoted  that  opinion, 
ftiould  fan61ion  the  report.  The  Armagh  difturbance  had  been  laft  feftion  a 
fubje6l  of  difcuffion;  government  had  been  then  exculpated  by  the  gentle- 
men of  that  country.  Since  that  time  an  officer  of  the  higheft  credit  and 
reputation  had  been  eftablifhed  there,  and  every  effort  made  to  reftore  that 
order,  which  was  approaching  every  day.  The  noble  lord  near  him  had  re- 
plied to  the  charge  of  not  promulgating  the  infurredion  law ; and  he  had 
only  to  add,  that  the  difturbances  there  appeared  to  the  magiftrates  not  to 
require  the  enforcement  of  that  very  fevere  law. 

]\Ir.  Archdal  juftified  the  magiftrates  of  Armagh,  by  afldng,  if  affiftance 
had  ever  been  called  for,  and  refufed?  No.  Had  means  of  prevention  ever 
been  pointed  out  and  neglected  ? No.  Had  any  culpable  magiftrates  been 
particularized,  and  protedlecl?  No.  If  any  magiftrate  ftiould  be  thereafter  - 
fentenced  as  culpable,  would  he  not  be  punilhed  ? Yes,  and  exemplarily. 
Mr.  Corry  bore  teftimony  of  the  exertions  of  government  in  fuppreffing 
thofe  difturbances.  He  had  been  on  the  grand  jury  on  the  two  laft  affizes: 
and  though  at  the  Spring  affizes  many  rioters  of  all  defcriptions  had  been 
tried  and  convidled,  fuch  was  the  good  effedl  of  the  example  then  made,  that 
very  few  came  before  the  grand  jury  at  the  Summer  affizes,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  that  had  been  committed  in  the  Spring.  Mr.  George  Ponfonby 
and  Mr.  Grattan  replied  in  a very  animated  ftrain  to  that  part  of  IMr.  Pel- 
ham’s fpeech,  in  which  he  had  afferted,  that  the  exclufion  of  Catholics  from 
parliament  and  the  ftate,  v'as  neceffary  for  the  crown  and  the  connexion : 
that  he  was  ready  then,  and  at  all  times,  to  meet  the  queftion,  and  to  fupport 
it  with  his  life  and  fortune.* 

The 

* To  this,  Mr.  Grattan  thus  ftrongly  fpoke:  (17  Pari.  "Deb.  p.  48.)  “ This  dreadful,  this 

deadly,  tliis  wild,  and  this  fatal  profcription,  when  he  is  calling  for  volunteers  to  enrol  in  the  fer- 
“ vice,  what  language,  what  denunciation,  what  didtation  could  France  have  fuggefted  more  oppor- 
“ tune  in  time,  more  pregnant  in  difaffedlion,  or  more  authoritative  in  mifchief?  His  pradtical 
y logic  has  been,  that  in  times  of  apprehended  invafion,  it  is  perilous  to  hold  the  language  of  recon- 
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The  fecond  day  of  the  feihon  was  ordered  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a committee  for  fufpcnding  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t,  when  Mr.  George 
Ponfonby  obferved,  that  were  he  to  ftand  alone,  he  lliould  exert  his  utmoft 
powers  to  refift  the  meafure.  He  had  every  refpect  for  his  excellency,  who 
was  nominally  tlie  author  of  it,  while  it  really  belonged  to  others.  He  was 
aware,  that  the  prefent  members  of  adminiftration  in  his  country,  were  men 
of  vindiftive  fpirit,  and  he  did  not  willi  to  entruft  the  whole  perfonal  liberty 
of  the  fubjeft  to  lovers  of  vengeance.  After  palTmg  that  bill  into  a law,  they 
might  apprehend  any  perfon  obnoxious  to  them,  without  even  giving  reafons 
for  fuch  arbitrary  condu6l,  and  leave  them  to  languifli  in  gaol  as  long  as 
they  thought  proper.  He  wiilied  the  houfe  to  make  a material  diftindlion 
with  regard  to  words.  Minifters  confounded  the  words  adminijtration  and 
government ; they  Av^iflied  to  hold  forth  all  who  oppofed  their  meafures  as 
inimical  to  the  king  and  conftitution.  He  was  convinced  there  was  a great 
portion  of  difaffe6lion  to  the  prefent  adminiftration,  but  he  could  not  think 
the  quantum  of  difaffe6lion  to  the  conftitution  was  much ; he  did  not  mean 
to  fay,  there  were  none  difaffefted  to  the  conftitution,  but  he  was  aware,  that 
no  quantity  of  fedition  or  treafon  exifted  fo  great  or  prevalent  as  to  juftify  the 
pairing  of  fuch  an  arbitrary  law.  The  end  propofed  was  not  meant  as  a 
greater  protection  to  the  king  and  conftitution.  It  was  defigned  as  an  in- 
ftrument  of  terror  and  vengeance  in  the  hands  of  minilters.  In  that  idea  he 
would  always  oppofe  it,  and  therefore  he  moved,  that  the  chairman  do  leave 
the  chair. 

, IMr.  Prime  Serjeant  faid,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  dilbelieved  the  ex- 

“ ciliation,  and  difcreet  to  hold  the  language  of  profcription.  Eternal  and  indefeafible  profcrip- 
" tion  ! denounced  by  a minifter  of  the  crown,  fpeaking  to  three-fourths  of  his  raajefty’s  fubje6ls. 
" France  knew  perfectly  well,  that  the  had  gained  Brabant,  but  fhe  did  not  know  till  now,  that 
" tlie  had  gained  in  the  councils  of  the  King  of  England,  that  fatal  partizan,  who,  with  the  bell  in- 
tention  in  the  world,  could  thus  in  his  majelly’s  dominions,  and  from  his  feat  in  parliament  re- 
" cruit  for  the  French  republic.  The  member  may  rely  on  it,  the  Catholic — the  Irilh  will  not 
long  fubmit  to  fuch  an  Interdift  j they  will  not  fuffer  a llranger  (amiable  as  the  right  honorable 
" member  may  be,  he  is  but  a llranger)  to  tell  us  on  what  proud  terms  Englilli  government  will 
“ confent  to  rule  in  Ireland,  Hill  lefs  to  pronounce  and  dictate  the  incapacity  of  the  natives,  as  the 
" terms  of  her  dominion,  and  the  bafe  condition  of  our  connexion  and  allegiance.  We  love  the 
monarchy,  and  we  love  the  connexion,  as  compatible  with,  and  inllrumental  to  the  prefervation 
of  Irilh  liberties — prefeiTing  our  own  liberties  and  our  own  people  of  all  religions,  to  all  things, 
“ and  to  all  other  countries.  Rely  on  it,  the  minillry  mull  relrad  that  denunciation.” 
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iftence  of  treafonable  confpiracies  in  the  country,  he  inuft  have  reje6ted  the 
evidence  of  his  eyes  and  ears ; he  himfelf  knew,  both  as  a private  gentleman 
and  a profeffional  man,  that  fuch  treafons  did  exift.  Numberlefs  concurring 
inftances  were  notorioully  in  proof  of  that  fa6t,  from  the  trial  and  conviftion  of 
Jackfon  to  that  of  Weldon  and  his  accomplices;  that  of  Traynor  and  other 
traitors,  who  were  convi6ted  on  the  cleareft  evidence,  proved  the  fa6t  beyond 
all  rational  doubt. 

]\Ir.  Duquery  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  a queftion  of  the  greateft 
moment.  A great  portion  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed  was  to  be  facrificed 
without  any  evidence  to  juftify  fuch  a meafure. 

In  England,  when  fuch  a law  had  been  reforted  to,  the  Britilh  minifler  had 
given  fufficient  previous  notice,  and  collefted  a mafs  of  evidence;  and  he 
muft  wonder,  and  it  muft  pierce  the  feelings  of  an  Irilhman,  to  perceive  all 
the  flielter  of  the  fubjeft  to  be  removed,  without  the  fmalleft  proof  that  a 
confpiracy  exifted  ; or  if  it  exifted,  w’ithout  allowing  time  for  difculfmg  the 
expediency  of  the  fufpenfioii.  Why  was  not  a fecret  committee  appointed  to 
enquire  whether  or  not  fuch  a confpiracy  had  exifted?  Surely  the  houfe  was 
not  to  rely  on  a diort  fpeech  from  an  attorney  general  as  fufficient  evidence 
to  repeal  the  Habeas  Corpus.  He  wilhed  minifters  to  confider  the  tendency 
of  their  meafures;  they  ought  rather  to  infpire  amongft  the  people  a love  of 
their  king  and  government,  than  to  goad  them  to  refiftance.  The  fleet  being 
fent  abroad  to  Nevffioundland,  and  elfewhere,  Ihewed  that  no  invafion  w'as 
apprehended.  Mr.  Duquery  concluded  a very  ftrong  and  able  fpeech,  by 
faying,  that  lafl;  feffions  the  trial  by  jury  had  been  voted  aw^ay,  and  that  w'as 
to  be  made  memorable  by  repealing  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  attorney  general  infilted  on  the  precedents  which  had  been  reforted 
to,  as  a juftification  of  the  bill.  Fifteen  perfons  had  been  lately  committed 
by  a w'arrant  from  the  King’s  Bench,  not  infignificant,  but  perfons  of  pro- 
perty and  fome  influence,  w’ho  joined  to  fow  fedition  and  create  difaffeftioii 
againft  the  king  and  conftitution,  Befide,  the  former  trials  fliewed,  that 
there  did  exifl;  a rooted  confpiracy  in  the  country,  which  called  aloud  for  co- 
ercion and  prevention.  It  was  notorious,  that  there  had  been  emifl’aries  from 
France,  to  open  the  w'ay  to  an  invafion  ; and  the  members  of  the  convention 
in  their  fpeeches  talked  of  preparations  for  an  invaflon. 

Mr.  Fletcher  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  animadvert,  as  he  did  with  fome 
afperity,  upon  the  indecent  fpeed,  wdth  which  fuch  a bill  was  fought  to  be 
hurried  through  the  houfe.  ' 
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IMr.  Curran  conjured  tlie  lioufe  to  refleft  ferioufly  upon  the  moment 
that  had  been  choten  by  adminiftration  for  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill;  he 
thought  it  a melancholy  proof  of  their  -want  af  temper  and  judgment.  In 
the  debates  upon  that  motion,  the  rights  of  the  Roman  Catholics  had  been 
ftro ugly  urged,  and  as  ftroiigly  oppofed;  the  difpolition  of  the  adminiftration 
tOM’ards  them  was  fully  manifefted,  and  the  motion  was  l ejected ; of  the  pro- 
priety of  that  rejection  he  would  not  fpeak,  he  could  not  but  lament  it ; he 
lamented  ftill  more  the  effect,  that  be  was  fure  the  making  of  the  prefent  bill 
the  immediate  fequel  to  that  rejection  would  have  on  the  public  mind.  At 
two  in  the  morning  the  houfe  Avas  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal 
the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t;  at  five  minutes  paft  two  in  the  morning  the  bill  was 
read  a firft  time,  and  after  a grave  and  mature  deliberation,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read,  and  was  accordingly  read  a fecond  time  at  ten  minutes 
after  two  in  the  morning:  its  principle  Avas  then  fully  confidered  and  ap- 
proved of ; and  at  fifteen  minutes  after  two  in  the  morning  it  Avas  laid  before 
a committee  of  the  Avhole  houfe. 

Some  gentlemen  on  both  fides  held  very  inflammatory  language,  and  the 
queftion  being  called  for  at  a late  hour  by  the  houfe  upon  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby’s 
motion,  7 only  voted  for  it,  and  137  oppofed  it. 

IMr.  Grattan  on  the  17th  of  February,  1797,  introduced  the  queftion  of 
Catholic  emancipation.  He  travelled  oAer  every  old  argument,  upon  Avhich 
he  threw  new  light : he  difcidfed  all  our  continental  alliances  loft,  gained,  or 
retained  : ridiculed  the  idea  of  Popifli  tenets  entering  into  the  grounds  of 
their  formation  or  abandonment.  He  minutely  inveftigated  the  principles, 
pretext,  and  method  of  raifing  the  Irifli  brigade  of  6ooo  Catholics,  under 
Catholic  and  French  officers.  He  calculated  the  numerical  and  phyfical 
advantages,  which  the  Britifii  navy  and  army  received  from  Ireland.  He 
concluded  a A'ery  long,  animated,  and  elaborate  fpeech,  by  the  folloAving  refo- 
lution  : * “ That  the  admilfibility  of  perfons  profefling  the  Roman  Catholic 

“ religion 

* 17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  80.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  fpeech,  Mr.  Grattan  thus  broke  out 
againft  the  perfons  whom  he  confidered  as  pofleffing  and  monopolizing  the  whole  power  of  the 
ftate  : “ Thefe  men  preferibe  for  thefe  things  as  the  old  natural  jobbers  of  the  country,  they  de- 
“ mand  all  power  and  all  place,  in  confideration  of  the  fuperior  purity  and  difintereftednefs  of  their 
religion ; ‘ Give  us  all  tlie  good  things  on  earth,  in  the  name  of  God  j and  in  God’s  mercy  give 
nothing  to  the  reft  of  our  fellow  fubjedts !’  Thus  this  pure  and  pious  paflion  for  church  and 
ftate,  turns  out  to  be  a fort  of  political  gluttony — an  afcendancy  hunger — a ftate  voracity — an 
“ inordinate  appetite  for  temporal  gratifications  3 in  confideration  of  fpiritual  perfedlion  j and  in 
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religion  to  feats  in  parliament  is  confiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the  crown, 
and  the  conne6tion  of  Great  Britain  with#flteland.”  The  refohition  -was 
feconded  by  IMr.  G.  Ponfonby.  Mr.  Knox,  Sir  B.  Roche,  Sir  Frederick 
Flood,  Sir  Hercules  Langrillie,  and  feveral  other  members,  who  agreed  with 
the  principle  of  the  refolution,  voted  againll  it,  merely  becaufe  they  then 
thought  it  unfeafonable  to  difcufs  the  queftion.  Dr.  Duigenan  made  a moft 
diffufe  and  infuriated  Philippic  againll  Popery,  impregnated  with  every  in- 
flammable matter,  that  the  blind,  prejudice  and  bigottry  of  the  moll  bar- 
barous ages  have  ever  adminiftered  to  the  fanatic.  He  was  abufive  in  the 
extreme  to  the  exifting  generation  of  his  Catholic  countrymen,  and  treated 
IMr.  Byrne  and  Keogh  as  notorious  traitors.  Melfrs.  Curran,  Duquerry, 
Fletcher,  and  ]\Ir.  George  Ponfonby  fpoke  warmly  for  the  quellion,  ]\Ir.  G; 
Ogle  and  Sir  John  Parnel  againll  it.  It  was  carried  at  half  pall  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  by  143  againft  IQ.  This  was  the  lall  time  the  queftion  of 
Catholic  emancipation  was  brought  before  the  Irilli  parliament. 

When  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  moved  on  the  26th  of  October,  1796,  that 
the  houfe  11 10 u Id  adjourn  for  about  a fortnight;  Mr.  Curran  llrongly  op- 
pofed  it ; particularly  upon  the  grounds  of  the  necellity  of  putting  an  imme- 
diate check  upon  the  Hill  continuing  outrageous  difturbances  of  Armagh, 
which  furpalfed  in  horror  every  thing  he  had  ever  heard  or  read.  He  had  on  the 
firft  day  of  the  felfion  ftated  the  number  of  families  that  had  become  the  vic- 
tims of  that  infernal  barbarity  at  700 ; it  was  with  great  pain  he  mentioned, 
that  upon  more  minute  inquiry,  he  found  as  many  more  mull  be  added  to  the 
miferable  catalogue:  he  was  in  poffelfion  of  evidence,  ready  to  be  examined 
at  their  bar,  and  whom  he  hoped  they  w'ould  hear,  which  Avould  fatisfy 

confequence  of  this  vile  and  mean,  felfifli  and  beaftly  monopoly,  your  ftate  becomes  an  oligarchy, 
the  word  fpecies  of  oligarchy,  a plebeian  oligarchy.  I love  the  Proteftants,  I love  the  Prelby- 
terians,  and  I love  the  Catholics,  that  is,  I love  the  Iriflr  3 if  ever  my  affeftion  abates,  it  is  when 
they  hate  one  another."  He  faid  he  approved  of  the  Britilh  miniftry,  when  they  liberalized  to- 
wards the  Catholic,  and  condemned  the  miniftry  in  1795,  when  it  renounced  its  liberality  and  its 
honor,  and  returned  to  its  barbarity,  and  employed  Chriftian  feiSts,  like  Hell-hounds,  to  hunt  down 
one  another.  That  in  confequence  of  this,  they  have  fet  up  in  Ireland  a proferiptive  ftate — a pro- 
feriptive  parliament — a proferiptive  monarchy — a proferiptive  connexion;  they  have  done  fo,  when 
the  condition  of  the  empire  is  in  a great  degree  feeble,  and  that  of  the  conftitution  in  the  laft  degree 
corrupt.  Thus  they  make  the  empire  feeble,  and  the  conftituted  authorities  profligate,  and  after 
purpofe  to  make  them  proferiptive  ; and  do  this  when  they  are  to  encounter  abroad,  not  only  the 
triumph  of  arras  but  of  revolutions,  as  one  way  of  defeating  both  and  fetting  them  at  defiance^. 
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tlicm  upon  oatli,  that  not  lefs  than  1400  families  had  been  thus  barbaroufly 
expelled  from  their  houfes,  and  then  were  wandering  about  the  neighbouring 
counties,  fave  fuch  of  them  as  might  have  been  murdered,  or  burned  in  their 
cottages,  or  periflied  in  the  fields,  or  highways,  by  fatigue  and  famine,  and 
defpair;  and  that  horrid  fcene  had  been  tranfa6led,  and  was  ftill  continuing  in 
the  open  day,  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  without  any  efie6lual  interference 
Avhatfoever. 

Mr.  Pelham  perfifted  in  his  motion  for  adjournment ; and  he  thought  it 
incumbent  on  him,  to  give  his  reafons  for  fo  doing,  to  prevent  on  the  one 
hand,  an  idea  that  government  was  aveife  to  the  inveftigation  of  the  ex- 
celfes,  that  had  been  fiated  by  the  honorable  gentleman ; and  on  the  other, 
that  his  motive  for  not  oppofing  that  inveftigation,  ftiould  not  be  mifunder- 
ftood.  He  certainly  neither  wilhed  to  evade,  or  to  poftpone  fuch  an  invefti- 
gation ; but  as  what  pafled  AV'ithin  thofe  walls,  Avas  not  always  confined  to 
them,  he  begged  to  proteft  againft  this  conceftion  to  an  inv^eftigation  being 
confidered  as  an  atonement  to  the  people,  for  the  neglect  of  government : on 
the  contrary,  he  faid,  he  Avas  firmly  convineed,  that  Avhen  fuch  an  enquiry 
ftiould  be  inftituted,  it  Avould  appear,  that  government  had  ufed  the  utmoft 
vigilance  and  diligence  in  their  endeavours  to  allay  and  quell  the  diforders 
that  had  been  fo  much  complained  of,  and  fo  ftrongly  painted  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman.  He  could  not,  however,  help  remarking,  that  all  his  eloquence 
liad  been  employed  in  the  defcription  of  the  outrages  committed  by  one  clafs 
of  offenders,  and  that  he  had  been  totally  filent,  as  to  thofe  (certainly  equally 
atrocious)  committed  by  another  clafs : and  he  hoped,  that  if  it  ftiould  be 
thought  proper  to  go  into  the  enquiry  fought  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
that  enquiry  might  be  extended  to  thofe  enormities  pra6tifed  by  mobs  raifed 
for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  fedition,  and  bearing  the  ftandard  of  difaffe6tion. 

Mr.  Grattan  thought  that  his  honorable  friend  could  not  have  any  ob- 
jection to  extend  the  ohjeCl  of  the  enquiry  as  far  as  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  mentioned,  and  he  recommended  it  to  him  not  to  prefs  his  mo- 
tion : upon  Avhich  Mr.  Pelham’s  motion  pafled  in  the  affirmative,  and  the 
Iioufe  adjourned  from  various  times  to  the  6th  of  January,  1797. 

The  Irilh  nation  Aras  at  this  time  Avorked  up  to  a ftate  of  extraordinary 
fermentation.  Some  of  the  operative  caufes  AA’ere  natural  and  irrefiftible ; 
others  Avere  grounded  in  reflex  malevolence  : the  moll  of  them  fprang  out  of 
mifreprefentation  and  the  rancorous  anlmofity  of  party.  That  fome  of  thofe 
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out  of  parliament,  who  Rood  the  moft  forward  on  the  popular  queftions  in 
Ireland,  had  at  this  time  bafely  become  patricides,  and  imbrued  themfelves  in 
the  guilt  of  treafon  is  a lamentable  truth.  But  it  is  alfo  a melancholy  con- 
iideration  to  refle6};,  that  the  negociations  of  thofe  traitors  with  the  French 
cabinet  were  either  unknown,  connived  at,  or  flighted.  It  is  a notorious 
fadl,  that  the  preparations  and  intentions  of  the  French  government  to  make  a 
defeent  upon  Ireland  had  been  fpoken  of  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land during  the  whole  of  the  Autumn,  with  a con/lancy  and  familiarity,  that 
bred  diferedit  in  the  people  and  negle6l  in  the  government.  The  great 
projeft  of  invading  that  country  was  particularly  encouraged,  though  not 
guarded  againfl  at  that  moment  of  renovated  and  extended  hoflility.  Our 
cabinet  either  doubted  or  flighted  the  preparation  and  energy  of  the  eneiny. 
The  armament,  deligned  for  this  great  expedition,  had  been  preparing,  at 
Brefl,  during  the  whole  Summer.  It  confifted  of  twenty-five  fliips  of  the 
line,  including  the  feven  that  compofed  the  fquadron  of  Admiral  Richeiy, 
M'ho  was  to  join  it  with  all  fpeed,  fifteen  flout  frigates,  befides  fioops  and  tranf- 
ports  for  an  army  of  25,000  men,  to  be  commanded  by  General  Hoche, 
whofe  military  abilities  were  efleemed  equal  to  thofe  of  any  officer  in  the 
French  fervice,  Moreau  and  Buonaparte  himfelf  fcarcely  excepted. 

Through  feveral  unforefeen  accidents  this  armament  was  not  ready  for 
failing  till  the  18th  of  December.  On  going  out  of  Brefl,  fome  of  the 
largeft  flfips  ftruck  upon  the  rocks  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  feveral 
were  lofl,  and  others  rendered  unfit  for  fervice.  The  day  after  its  departure, 
a violent  florin  arofe,  A\  hich  difjierfed  the  fleet,  and  damaged  many  of  the 
fliips.  This  tempefluous  weather  lafled  during  the  whole  time  of  the  expe- 
dition, On  the  24th,  Admiral  Bouvet,  commander  in  chief  of  the  French 
fleet,  anchored  with  feven  fliips  of  the  line,  and  ten  others,  in  Bantry  Bay. 
In  order  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  a boat  was  difpatched  towards  lliore ; 
but  it  -was  immediately  captured,  and  multitudes  appeared  on  the  beach  in 
readinefs  to  oppofe  a landing.  After  lying  fome  days  in  this  bay,  the  flormi- 
nefs  of  the  weather  increafed,  and  on  receiving  no  intelligence  of  General 
Hoche  and  his  flafl',  who  were  in  a frigate^  that  parted  from  the  fleet  in  the 
gale  of  wind,  the  French  admiral  determined  to  quit  his  pofition,  and  return 
to  France.  The  land  officers  infifled  on  landing  the  troops;  but,  as  General 
Hoche  M^as  abfent,  he  refufed  to  comply  with  their  reprefentations,  and  fet 
fail  for  Brefl,  M’here  he  arrived  on  the  laft  day  of  December.  The  other  di- 
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vifions  of  his  fleet  had  alfo  the  good  fortune  to  reach  that  harbour,  with  the 
lofs,  however,  of  five  fliips ; two  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates : one  of  the 
latter  M^as  captured  by  the  Englifli,  and  two  foundered  at  fea,  with  one  of 
the  former.  The  other,  after  a defperate  engagement,  with  fome  fliips  of 
the  Britifli  fquadron,  off  Breft,  ran  afliore  to  prevent  being  taken. 

The  fate  of  this  fleet  of  the  enemy,  proved,  that  a fuperior  naval  force  is 
not,  in  all  cafes,  a certain  fecurity  againft  invafion.  Ireland,  notwithftanding 
the  fuperiority  of  the  Britilh  fleet,  was  fixteen  days  at  the  mercy  of  the  ene- 
my, and  faved  from  attack  only  by  the  elements. 

Such  was  the  iflue  of  that  famous  expedition:  the  real  obje6t  of  which  had 
long  kept  Europe  in  fufpence.  The  failure  of  it  was  owing  to  a firing  of 
fortuitous  circumfiances,  which  certainly  leave  no  merit  to  the  attention, 
vigilance,  or  energy  of  government.  No  preparation  whatever  was  made 
either  by  land  or  fea  to  refift  the  invafion,  on  behalf  of  either  the  Britifli  or 
Irifli  cabinet:  the  contradiftory  communications  of  the  rebel  leaders  with 
the  French  cabinet,  occafioned  a like  want  of  preparation  to  receive  the 
enemy  on  the  part  of  the  Irifli  direftory.*  And  the  people  were  loyal,  be- 

caufe 

* The  fecret  committee  of  the  Lords  in  1798  (viii  Lords’  Journ.  p.  142)  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  this  tranfadtion  : “ It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee  of  this  houfe  made 

" in  the  laft  felhon  of  parliament,  that  a meffenger  had  been  difpatched  by  the  fociety  of  United 
Irifhmen  to  the  executive  diredtory  of  the  French  republic,  upon  a treafonable  miffion,  between 
**  the  month  of  June,  one  tlioufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  the  month  of  January,  oiie 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix,  at  which  time  the  meffenger  fo  fent  had  returned  to 
“ Ireland : and  your  committee  have  ftrong  reafon  to  believe,  that  Edward  John  Lewins,  who 
now  is,  and  has  been,  for  a confiderable  time,  the  accredited  refident  ambaffador  of  the  Irifli  re- 
" bellious  union  to  the  French  republic,  was  the  perfon  thus  difpatched  in  the  Summer  of  one 
“ thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-five.  It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  propofition  fo 
made  by  the  French  diredory,  of  affiftance  to  the  rebels  of  this  kingdom,  was  taken  into  con- 
“ fideration  by  the  executive  diredory  of  the  Iriih  union  immediately  after  it  was  communicated 
“ to  them,  that  they  did  agree  to  accept  the  proffered  affiftance,  and  that  their  determination  was 
“ made  known  to  the  diredory  of  the  French  republic  by  a fpecial  meffenger  5 and  your  committee 
“ have  ftrong  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  invafion  of  this  kingdom  which  was  afterwards  attempted, 
“ was  fully  arranged  at  an  interview  which  took  place  in  Switzerland,  in  the  Summer  of  one 
''  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix,  near  the  French  frontier,  between  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
“ gerald,  the  aforefaid  Mr.  Arthur  O’Connor,  and  General  Hoche.  It  appears  to  your  committee, 
“ that  in  the  month  of  Odober  or  November,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix,  the  hof- 
“ tile  armament  which  foon  after  appeared  in  Bantry  Bay,  was  announced  to  the  Iriih  diredory  by  a 
“ fpecial  meffenger  difpatched  from  France,  who  was  alfo  inftruded  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  pre- 

“ paration 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


589 


caufe  left  to  themfelves.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  confternation,  which 
the  report  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  off  Bantry  Bay  created  in  the  ca- 
pital, except  the  loyalty  and  zeal  of  all  ranks  of  people  to  go  out  and  meet 
the  enemy.  Notwithftanding  the  extreme  rigor  of  the  feafon,  the  fouthern 
roads  were  covered  with  troops  on  their  march,  and  an  aftive  peafantry 
vieing  with  each  other  in  clearing  the  roads,  and  adminiftering  to  the  troops 
w'hatever  comforts  their  fcanty  means  and  bountiful  hearts  enabled  them. 
The  fortuitous  failure  of  the  French  invafion  was  a critical  moment  for  Ire- 
land : it  had  furnifhed  a very  flrong  and  unexpe6led  tell  of  the  loyal  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Irilh  people ; and  fome  real  patriots  fondly  augured  from  it  favor- 
able fymptoms  from  government  towards  their  countrymen.  Reports  were 
circulated  with  credit,  that  meafures  of  conciliation  towards  Ireland  had 
been  refolved  on  by  the  Britilli  cabinet.  Catholic  emancipation  and  tem- 
perate reform  were  now  confidentially  again  fpoken  of ; and  Lord  Camden, 
whofe  adminillration  was  pledged  to  refift  thofe  two  queftions,  it  was  gene- 
rally expelled  would  immediately  relign.  Thefe  flattering  profpeds  were 
encouraged  by  the  then  prevailing  report,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  of- 
fered his  fervices  to  the  King  to  go  to  Ireland  in  quality  of  lord  lieutenant, 
and  to  exert  all  his  popularity  with  that  nation,  in  reftoring  it  to  tranquillity. 
His  royal  highnefs  had  propofed'to  take  with  him  Lord  Moira  as  commander 
in  chief,  w’ith  a fplendid  eflabliflnnent  worthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  people, 
whofe  royalty  he  was  to  reprefent.  The  prince  had  at  this  time  entered  cor- 
dially into  the  true  political  fituation  of  that  kingdom  ; and  in  order  that  no 
miftake  might  even  be  pretended,  relative  to  his  royal  higfinefs’s  fentiments 
upon  the  Irifli  nation,  he  delivered  a paper  to  the  minifter,  drawn  up  in  the 

paration  in  which  this  country  ftoodj  which  armament  was  then  ftated  to  the  Irifh  diredtory  to 
confift  of  fifteen  thoufand  troops,  together  witli  a ccnfiderable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
intended  for  the  ufe  of  the  Irilh  republican  union.  In  a few  days  after  the  departure  of  tire  nief- 
" fengcr,  who  had  been  thus  fent  to  announce  the  fpeedy  arrivd  of  this  armament  on  the  coafts  of 
“ this  kingdom,  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  a letter  from  France  was  received  by  the  Irilh 
“ direftory,  which  was  confidered  by  them  as  authentic,  ftating  that  the  projefted  defcent  was 
poftponed  for  fome  months,  and  to  this  circumftance  it  has  been  fairly  acknowledged  to  your 
committee,  by  one  of  the  Irilh  direftory,  that  this  country  was  indebted  for  the  good  condu6l 
“ of  the  people  in  the  province  of  Munfier,  when  the  enemy  appeared  in  Bantry  Bay.  He  has 
“ confeiTed,  that  thefe  contradiftory  communications  threw  the  Irilh  directory  off' their  guard,  in 
confequence  of  which  they  omitted  to  prepare  the  people  for  the  reception  of  the  enemy.  He 
has  confelTcd,  that  the  people  were  loyal,  becaufe  they  were  left  to  themfelves.” 
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moil  concife,  energetic,  and  conftitutional  language,  expreflive  of  his  difpo- 
lition  and  judgment  in  favor  of  a fydem  of  conciliation.  The  Britifli  minifter 
received  the  propofition  with  all  the  refped,  Avhich  the  patriotifm,  judgment, 
and  virtue  of  the  exalted  chara61er  who  made  it,  deferved.  It  was  the  fub- 
je6l  for  a time  of  mod  important  difcuffion  : but  the  pov'er  of  the  Irilli  junto 
prevailed ; the  fyflcm  of  coercion  preponderated  : and  the  offer  even  of  the 
heir  apparent  to  the  crown  to  attempt  the  conciliation  of  the  Irifli  people  was 
rejected.  Both  the  Britilh  and  Irifli  minifters  appeared  to  diead  the  oppor- 
tunity, which  Ireland  would  then  have  of  teftifying  their  predilection  and 
admiration  of  that  illuftrious  prince;  and  the  occafion,  which  fuch  an  ap- 
pointment would  afford  to  his  royal  highnefs  of  difplaying  his  affection  for 
the  people  of  Ireland,  in  a mild  fyftem  of  meafures,  politic  at  all  times,  necef- 
fary  at  that  time,  and  fupereminently  congenial  with  his  own  difpofition  and 
•fentiments.* 

The  critical  moment  of  the  French  retiring  from  the  Irifli  coaft  from  want 

* Objeftions  were  induftrioufly  circulated  againft  the  appointment  of  the  prince,  as  a matter 
•wholly  unprecedented.  Many  and  powerful  reafons  plead  in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  their  fu- 
ture monarch;  few  and  weak  are  the  reafons  againft  it.  In  the  fpace  of  about  300  years  hiftory 
affords  us  no  fewer  than  fourteen  precedents  of  princes  of  the  blood  having  been  appointed  chief 
governors  of  Ireland.  It  mull  certainly  be  the  true  policy  of  a found  government  to  ingratiate  a 
country,  feldom  bleft  with  the  prefence  of  their  monarch,  to  the  reigning  family.  The  following 
are  the  inftances,  in  which  princes  of  the  blood  royal  have  been  appointed  to  the  government  of 
Ireland  : 


Under  Henry  II. 

A.  D.  1177  John,  Earl  of  Moreton,  fon  to 
the  king. 

1185  The  fame. 

Henry  III. 

1252  Prince  Edward,  eldeft  fon  to 
the  king. 

Edward  III. 

Sept.  8th,  iS6l  Lionel,  Duke  of  Lancafter, 
third  fon  to  the  king. 

Henry  IV. 

Nov.  13th,  1401  Thomas,  Duke  of  Lancafter, 
fon  to  the  king. 

1406  The  fame. 

1408  The  fame. 


Henry  VI. 

A.  D.  1449  Richard,  Duke  of  York. 
1459  The  fame. 


Edward  IV. 

1462  George,  Duke  of  Clarence,  bro- 
ther to  tlie  king. 


Richard  III. 

1483  Edward,  eldeft  fon  to  the  king. 
Henry  VII. 


1498  The  fame. 


1495  Henry,  Duke  of  York,  fecond 


fon  to  the  king,  afterward 
Heniy  VIII. 
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of  internal  co-operation,  would  have  been  a fortunate  hour  to  that  kingdom, 
had  proper  advantage  been  taken  of  it,  to  reclaim  the  malcontents,  and  af- 
ford that  redrefs  which  then  was  generally  called  for,  uprightly  and  fincerely 
by  mod,  infidioully  and  traitoroufly  by  fome  few.  It  has  been  avowed  by 
fome  of  the  leading  characters  of  that  rebellious  *union,  that  after  the  in- 
tended defcent  had  failed,  it  occurred  to  fome  members  of  the  alfociation, 
and  their  friends  in  the  city,  and  to  fome  of  the  molt  confiderate  of  the 
united  Iriflimen,  that  one  more  attempt  fliould  be  made  in  favor  of  parlia- 
mentary reform.  They  hoped,  that  the  terrible  warning  which  had  been 
given  by  the  facility  of  reaching  our  coafts,  and  if  the  armament  had  landed, 
the  pollibility  at  lead  of  its  fucceeding,  would  have  diewn  the  borough  pro- 
prietors the  necedity  of  conceding  to  the  popular  wilh.  The  dorm  had  dif- 
perfed  a cloud  big  with  danger,  but  it  might  again  colle6l,  and  the  thunder 
of  republic  and  revolution  again  roll,  and  perhaps  burd  over  their  heads. 
This  was  then  judged  the  heft  moment  to  perfuade  them  in  the  midd  of  their 
fears,  to  a meafure  dridtly  counter-revolutionary.  On  that  occafion  the 
three  memorializing  unionids  declared,  that  no  greater  connexion  had  ever 
fubfided  betw  cen  any  of  the  members  of  the  oppofition  and  the  united  Iridi- 
men,  except  in  that  indance,  and  for  the  accomplidnnent  of  that  purpofe.  In 
confequence  of  their  joint  edbrts,  a meeting  was  holden  at  the  Exchange, 
which  declared  in  favor  of  the  reform,  and  a propofal  of  that  nature  was  fub- 
mitted  to  parliament.  If  in  the  courfe  of  that  effort  for  reform  it  had  not 
become  evident,  that  fuccefs  was  hopelefs,  it  was  the  widi  of  many  among  the 
united  Iriflimen,  and  the  executive  would  have  gladly  embraced  the  occa- 
fion of  declining  to  hold  any  further  intercourfe  with  France,  except  fending 
a nielfenger  there  to  tell  them,  that  the  difference  between  the  government 
and  the  people  had  been  adjuded,  and  that  they  would  have  no  bufincfs  a 
fecoiid  time  to  attempt  a landing. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  perfons,  who  have  taken  the  defperate 
dep  of  involving  themfelves  in  high  treafon,  fhould  for  their  iniquitous  pur- 
pofes  adiime  the  garb  of  extraordinary  and  zealous  attachment  to  the  con- 
ditutioii.  "Ihus  tlid  ]\Ir.  Arthur  O Connor  foully  impofe  upon  fome  of  the 
fird  and  mod  pure  political  characters  of  the  age,  both  in  his  own  country 
and  ill  Great  Britain.  It  is  impoffible  to  acquit  him  under  the  confcioufnefs 

* Memoir,  p.  18. 
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of  his  own  guilt  of  a malicious  intent  rather  to  injure  and  malign  his  pre- 
tended friends  by  his  intimacy,  than  to  fcreen  his  crimes  under  their  virtue. 
Hitherto  he  was  not  known  to  have  proceeded  to  any  overt  a6t,  by  which  he 
could  be  convi6ted  of  guilt.  About  the  end  of  January,  1797,  he  wrote 
and  circulated  a very  inflammatory  letter  to  his  fellow  citizens  upon  the  ge- 
neral crifis  of  affairs,  and  particularly  in  commendation  of  the  fpirit  and  en- 
gagements of  the  united  Iriflimen.  It  produced  a ftrong  effect  upon  the 
public  mind ; government  took  the  alarm ; Mr.  Arthur  O’Connor  was  ar- 
refted  for  it,  by  an  order  of  the  privy  council,  and  clofely  confined  as  a fiate 
prifoner  in  the  Tower.* 

'j-On  the  6th  of  January,  1797,  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham,  in  his  place,  read  to 
■the  houfe  a meflage  from  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  in  purport.  That 
his  excellency  was  commanded  by  his  majefty,  to  acquaint  his  faithful  par- 
liament, with  deep  concern  on  the  part  of  his  majefty,  that  his  exertions  to 
prevent  a farther  extenfion  of  the  miferies  of  warfare  in  Europe,  by  an  amica- 
ble adjuftment  of  the  matters  lately  pending  in  difcuflion  with  the  court  of 
Spain,  had  failed  of  fuccefs,  and  terminated,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  by  an  abrupt 
and  aggreflive  declaration  of  war  againft  Great  Britain. 

The  meflage  then  adverted  to  the  failure  of  the  negociation  with  the  power 
executing  the  government  of  France,  which  was  alfo  abruptly  broken  off  by 
that  power,  without  any  difcuflion  of  the  principle  or  obje6ts  propofed  as 
a ground  of  peace,  with  peremptory  orders  for  his  majefty’s  ambaffador  to 
quit  the  French  territory  within  forty-eight  hours. 

The  meflage  next  recurred  to  the  recent  attempt  of  an  .enemy’s  fquadron 
to  invade  the  fliores  of  that  country;  and  while  his  excellency  expreffed  the 
deep  fenfe  of  the  fpirit,  the  alacrity,  and  the  loyalty  manifefted  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  he  avowed  his  majefty’s  command  to  declare  in  his  royal  name  the 
inoft  favorable  fenfe  and  higheft  approbation  of  the  general  fpirit  of  loyalty 
and  alacrity,  which  on  that  occafion  univerfally  aduated  his  majefty’s  regular 
troops,  militia,  yeomanry  corps,  and  every  clafs  of  his  faithful  fubjedis;  ex- 
preffing  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  fame  tempeft,  which,  providentially 
for  Ireland,  proved  fo  deftrufitive  to  the  enemy’s  fquadron,  had  prevented 

* In  order  to  thew  the  progrefs  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  means,  by  which  many  were  feduced 
from  their  allegiance,  this  letter  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  C. 

■f  17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  154. 
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his  fleets  from  coming  time  enough  to  their  coafts  to  complete  their  ruin, 
but  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  be  efl'ecled  before  they  could  reach  France. 

His  majefty,  ever  zealous  for  the  fafe't}^  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  had  in 
readinefs  to  embark  for  her  aid  an  ample  force,  had  the  landing  of  an  enemy 
rendered  it  neceffary. 

]\fr.  Pelham  then  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould  on  the  morrow  move  for  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  take  his  excellency’s  mcfl’age  into  confi- 
deration.  And  Avhen  on  the  next  day  he  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty, 
for  his  gracious  communication,  vdiich  as  ufual  re-echoed  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  meffage,  except  the  lalt  paragraph,  vdiich  expreffed  the  gratitude  of 
the  houfe  for  the  continuation  of  Lord  Camden  in  the  government  of  the 
country,  and  their  high  approbation  of  his  adminiftration  ; 

IMr.  Grattan  faid,  that  the  addrefs  comprehended  a variety  of  fubjecls,  on 
which  there  would  probably  be  no  difference  of  opinion,  but  to  feveral  he 
coukl  not,  for  one,  perfedly  agree.  That  part,  for  inftance,  which  related  to 
the  failure  of  the  negociation  Avith  France,  and  that  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  his  majefty ’s  minifters,  fo  far  as  it  concerned  the  invafion,  v'ould  certainly 
not  meet  ^v'ith  a unanimous  approbation.  With  refpedl  to  the  invafion,  all 
would  indeed  agree,  that  the  loyalty,  the  zeal,  and  the  promptnefs  of  the 
country  deferved  even  more  panegyric,  than  the  addrefs  beftowed  upon  it: 
but  why  then  combine  that  queftion,  on  which  all  were  agreed,  with  that 
other  queftion,  whether  the  adminiftration  of  Great  Britain  had  been  equally 
zealous  in  affording  to  Ireland  the  protedion  of  the  Britifli  navy  ? Why  com- 
bine it  with  the  negociation  for  peace,  in  which  the  fmcerity  of  the  minifter 
was  at  Icaft  queftionable?  He  thought  it,  therefore,  neceffary  to  amend  the 
addrefs  in  thefe  inftances ; and  accordingly  moved  an  amendment : “ That 
“ this  houfe  feel  the  highefl  confidence  in  his  majefly’s  wiflies  for  the  refto- 
“ ration  of  peace,  and  his  folicitude  for  the  fafety  of  this  kingdom  ; but 
“ could  not  implicitly  concur,  that  his  majefty ’s  minifters  had  been  ferious  in- 
“ their  negociations  for  that  obje6l  with  France;  or  that  the  naval  force  of 
“ Great  Britain  had  been  exerted  on  the  late  alarming  occafion  with  due  vi- 
“ gilance  or  activity  for  the  protection  of  this  kingdom.”  It  was  feconded 
by  ]Mr.  William  Brabazon  Ponfonby. 

The  debate  was  continued  with  much  heat  and  fome  acrimony : it  prin- 
cipally bore  upon  the  point  of  Great  Britain’s  having  fo  totally  abandoned 
the  defence  of  Ireland,  even  under  the  avowedly  known  purpofe  of  the  Breft 
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armament,  that  not  one  Britilli  fliip  of  the  line  was  to  be  feen  off  the  whole 
coall  of  that  country.  The  oppofition  in  parliament  had  fo  much  dwindled, 
that  upon  the  divifion,  7 only  voted  for  ]\Ir.  Grattan’s  amendment,  againft 
90  who  oppoled  it. 

Although  very  beneficial  effe6fs  might  proceed  from  the  appointment  of 
affiftant  barrifters  to  attend  the  feffions,  which  gave  to  government  a new  pa- 
tronage of  about  13,000/.  per  annum,  under  the  civil  bill  a6l  of  the  laft  fef- 
fion,  yet  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition  within,  and  mofl  of  the  popular 
party  without  the  walls  of  parliament,  inveighed  againft  the  eftablilhment,  as 
calculated  more  for  a minifterial  job,  than  for  utility  to  the  country;  and  on 
the  13th  of  February,  1797,  iVIr.  William  Smith,  upon  the  report  of  an  in- 
tended appointment  of  a country  gentleman  to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  county 
of  Wexford,  who  was  no  pra(5filing  barrifter,  made  a long  fpeech  upon  the 
fubjedt.  He  Avas,  he  faid,  particularly  called  upon  to  advert  to  this  threat- 
ened violation  of  a claufe  in  that  aft,  becaufe  he  had  taken  a fhare  in  its  in- 
troduftion.*  Upon  a reply  from  the  folicitor  general,  which  imported,  that 
the  perfon  alluded  to  Avould  not  be  appointed,  the  matter  paffed  over. 

Sir  LaAvrence  Parfons,  than  Avhom  no  man  looked  more  earneftly  to  the 
ftrength,  honor,  and  fupport  of  his  country,  complained  on  the  20th  of  Fe- 
bruary, that  pledged  as  he  Itood  to  bring  forA\'ard  on  that  day  a propofition 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  at  that  critical  period,  he  could  not  juftify  to 
himfelf  or  his  conftituents  any  further  delay.  Sir  John  Blaquiere  then  ob- 
feiwed,  that  forty-four  days  had  pafled,  fince  the  enemy  had  quitted  their 
ports,  and  that  the  addition  of  another  day’s  delay  AV'ould  be  but  a fmall  fa- 
crifice.  He  made  the  ftrongeft  eulogium  on  Avhat  Sir  LaAvrence  Parfons  had 
faid;  that  it  Avas  a fpirit  like  his  Avould  faA'e  the  country,  but  Av^as  happy  that 
he  had  acceded  to  the  adjournment,  having  the  greateft  reliance  on  Avhat 
might  be  expefted  fiom  the  Avifdom  and  talents  of  Mr.  Pelham,  on  the  fol- 
loAving  day. 

Then  IVIr.  G.  Ponfonby  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  foiAvard,  on 
the  fiift  open  day,  a queftion  for  inveftigating  the  fteps  taken  by  his  majefty’s 
minifters  for  the  defence  of  this  country,  previoufly  to,  and  during  the  late 

* 17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  305.  The  claufe  empowered  the  lord  lieutenant  to  appoint  either  a barrifter 
of  fix  years  ftanding  and  aftually  pradifing  at  the  time  of  appointment,  or  who  had  a6tually  prac- 
tifed  for  fix  years,  and  was  not  adually  retired  for  more  than  two  years  from  praftifing  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s courts  in  Dublin. 
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attempt  of  invafion,  and  to  move  for  certain  documents  preparatory  to  the 
ejKjuiiy.  To  which,  by  the  defire  of  the  attorney  general,  he,  after  a liiort 
preface,  moved:  “ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  lord  lieute- 
“ nant,  praying  that  his  excellency  would  be  pleated  to  order  to  be  laid  be- 
“ fore  the  houfe  extra6ts  of  fuch  communications  as  had  been  received  by 
“ government  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  between  the  ift  of 
“ Auguft  laft  and  the  20th  of  December,  relative  to  an  invafion  of  that 
“ country.” 

Mr.  Pelham  oppofed  the  motion,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  him  impolfible, 
that  fuch  papers  could  be  made  public  without  communicating  to  the  enemy 
a knowledge  of  many  things,  which  it  would  be  highly  improper  they  Ihould 
be  informed  of.  He  was  willing  to  allow,  and  indeed  the  fpeech  of  his  ex- 
cellency on  the  opening  of  the  fel'lion  had  declared,  that  adminiftration  had 
intelligence  of  the  intended  invafion  fo  early  as  the  beginning  of  October 
laft.  He  thought  this  would  be  confidered  as  a fufficient  ground  for  the 
honorable  member  on  which  to  found  his  enquiry,  without  feeking  to  difclofe 
the  correfpondence  of  government. 

IMr.  Ponfonby  contended,  that  it  was  of  much  importance  to  learn  whether 
government  had  not  full  information  on  this  fubjed,  fo  early  as  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  three  months  before  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  within  which  pe- 
riod they  had  ample  opportunity  of  putting  the  country  into  a ftate  of  de- 
fence. But  in  order  to  obviate  the  objedion  of  the  right  honorable  member, 
he  would  be  content  if  the  right  honorable  member  would  ftate  to  the  houfe, 
at  what  time  government  firft  had  notice  of  the  intended  defeent ; to  which 
requeft  Mr,  Pelham  made  no  reply,  and  the  queftion  was  put,  and  negatived 
without  a divifion. 

]\Ir.  Ponfonby  then  moved,  fucceflively,  that  addrefles  Ihould  be  prefented 
to  his  excellency,  praying  him  to  lay  before  the  houfe, 

“ An  account  of  the  number  of  effedive  troops  in  the  province  of  IMun- 
“ fter,  on  the  20th  of  December  laft and  “ An  account  of  the  number  of 
“ eftedive  troops  of  the  line,  and  in  the  regiments  of  militia  and  fencibles  in 
“ this  kingdom,  on  the  20th  of  December  laft:”  and  “ An  account  of  the 
“ cannon  fit  for  fervice  on  the  fame  day,  alfo  the  quantity  of  ammunition  in 
“ the  magazines,  and  the  quantity  of  camp  equipage  and  arms  fit  for  imme- 
“ diate  fervice.” 
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Each  of  thefe  motions  was  oppofed,  as  tending  to  difclofe  the  fituation  of 
the  country,  and  create  difcontent  and  fear  in  the  public  mind. 

Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  then  rofe  to  enquire  of  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham,  on  the 
part  of  the  country,  and  of  the  houfe,  what  meafures  he  intended  to  propofe 
on  that  momentous  fubjedl,  mutual  defence. 

Mr.  Pelham  hated,  the  refult  of  his  exertions  for  that  country  to  be,  that 
the  two  countries  diould,  as  occafion  might  require,  alTift  each  other;  that  if 
Ireland  wanted  troops,  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  Great  Britain  fliould  fend  fome  of 
hers;  and  that  if  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  fliould  need  alfiftance 
againft  an  invading  enemy,  Ireland  fliould  lend  her  finiilar  affiflance.  Befides 
this,  he  briefly  mentioned  fome  other  arrangements  of  a pecuniary  nature,  in 
which  Ireland  was  to  receive  alfiftance  from  Great  Britain;  but  M^hich  would 
come  more  properly  to  be  explained  in  the  committee  of  fupply. 

A moft  extraordinary  debate  followed  this  refolution.  The  houfe  being  in 
committee,  many  of  the  members  availed  themfelves  of  their  privilege  of 
fpeaking  more  than  once,  and  between  three  and  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
they  reported  progrefs  and  adjourned.  The  oppofition  members  were  fevere 
on  government  for  leaving  the  country  in  that  defencelefs  ftate;  and  amongft 
the  various  modes  of  defence  propofed,  ftrongly  urged  an  augmentation  of 
the  yeomanry  corps  to  the  amount  of  50,000  men  ; which  Mr.  M.  Beresfordj 
who  fpoke  from  authority,  explicitly  reprobated,  as  a moft  mifchievous  niea- 
fure;  and  he  was  fupported  by  Lord  Caftlereagh,  When  Sir  Lawrence  Par- 
fons complained  of  the  oppofition  given  by  government  to  every  mode  of 
defence  propofed,  IMr.  Pelham  thought  proper  to  difclaim  any  fufpicion  on 
the  part  of  government  againft  arming  the  people  under  the  yeomanry  a6t. 
The  debate  ended  in  the  adoption  of  Sir  John  Blaquiere’s  motion,  that  10,000 
men  fliould  be  raifed  for  the  public  fervice : it  being  nnderftood,  that  the 
mode  of  raifing  them,  and  the  bounties  to  be  given,  fliould  be  entirely  in  the 
difcretion  of  the  goveniment. 

*0n  a fubfecjuent  night  (the  24th)  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons,  after  a very  ani- 
mated fpeech  on  the  necelfity  of  a permanent  internal  defence,  moved  the 
following  refolution : ‘‘  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  a confidera- 
“ ble  augmentation  fliould  be  made  to  the  yeomanry  infantry,  in  addition 
“ to  the  prefent  force  of  the  country ; and  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 

•*  17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  351. 
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“ excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  praying,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  take 
“ the  moll  efFe6lual  and  fpeedy  fteps  for  that  purpofe;  the  exigency  of  the 
“ prefent  times  requiring,  that  the  molt  prompt  and  extenfive  meafures  of 
“ defence  be  taken.” 

IMr.  Pelham  faid,  that  in  hearing  the  honorable  baronet,  he  had  for  fome 
time  forgot  himfelf;  and  fuppofed  he  had  been  in  one  of  the  circles  of  Ger- 
many, where  different  parties  bid  for  the  people.  "Was  that  the  Irilh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  lately  fo  zealous  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  that  he  heard 
it  urged,  the  people  would  attach  themfelves  to  the  firft  invader,  if  arms  were 
not  put  into  their  hands  by  government.^  What  had  changed  the  people 
whom,  as  the  honorable  baronet  had  faid  on  a former  night,  he  had  feen  with 
fuch  alacrity  drawing  the  cannon  of  his  battalion  ? He  then  Avent  into  a 
refutation  of  the  affertions  of  Sir  LaAvrence  Parfons,  that  the  French  had,  in 
the  laft  armament,  25,000  men;  he  contended,  from  the  bell  authority,  that 
there  Avere  not  at  moft  above  12,000  men;  that  Avere  they  to  come  again, 
fuch  meafures  had  been  concerted  Avith  Great  Britain,  that  a large  body  of 
troops  lliould  in  a feAV  hours  be  in  Ireland.  That  it  Avas  abfurd  to  fuppofe, 
the  Britilli  minifter  would  not  be  interefted  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland. 

IMr.  Grattan  folloAved  Mr.  Pelham,  and  gave  a very  animated  fupport  to  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  baronet.  One  would  have  thought,  he  faid,  from  the 
vehemence  Avith  which  the  honorable  baronet  had  been  oppofed,  that  he  had 
propofed  to  diminifli  or  difband  the  army  or  militia,  inftead  of  adding  50,000 
men  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  The  honorable  baronet  faid,  it  Avas  ne- 
ceffary  to  face  a viftorious  enemy  with  a large  force,  and  make  that  force  con- 
fift  of  the  people.  The  Englhh  fervant  of  the  Englilh  minifter  faid,  “ What ! 
“ Avould  you  haA^e  me  bid  for  the  people?”  He  Avould  fay  to  that  Englhh 
deputy  of  that  Englifli  minifter,  if  he  Avould  not  bid  for  the  people,  he  might 
go  about  his  bufihefs.  If  he  would  not  bid  for  the  people,  the  monfter  of 
democracy,  which  had  conquered  Spain,  Holland,  Germany,  and  Italy,, 
by  bidding  for  the  people,  Avould  bid  for  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  bidding 
of  the  minifter  Avould  then  come  too  late.  He  had  afked,  aaLo  could  be 
more  interefted  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland,  than  the  Britilh  minifter  ? He  Avould 
anfwer,  Ireland  herfelf.  To  refer  to  the  Britifti  minifter  the  fafety  of  that 
country,  Avas  the  moft  fottifti  folly ; it  Aras  falfe  and  unparliamentary  to  fay, 
that  the  houfe  had  no  right  to  recommend  a meafure,  fuch  as  the  honorable 
baronet  propofed..  Had  it  been  a propofition  to  increafe  the  regular  ftanding 
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army,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  a little  irregular  ; but  when  an  increafe  of 
10,000  to  the  ftanding  army  was  propofed  by  a right  honorable  baronet  the 
other  night,  it  was  not  confidcred  as  an  affront.  Now  another  honorable 
baronet  comes  forward  to  give  an  army  five  fold  as  many,  and  five  fold  as 
cheap,  and  adminiftration  are  affronted.  Why  ? Becaufe  that  army  was  of 
the  people.  If  the  doftrine  the  right  honorable  member  advanced  were  true, 
and  that  the  duty  of  parliament  now  were  become  nothing  more  than  merely 
to  vote  taxes,  and  echo  three  millions,  when  the  minifter  faid  three  millions 
are  wanted,  then  indeed  adtum  eji  de  parliamento ; a reform  of  the  reprefeu- 
. tation  was  become  then  more  than  ever  neceffary. 

After  a debate,  which  was  kept  up  with  unufual  heat  till  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  25  voted  for  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons’s  motion,  and  125  oppofed  it. 

On  the  27th,  IMr.  Georgd' Ponfonby  moved  for  a vote  of  cenfure  on  the 
miniftry  for  having  been  highly  criminal  for  their  negledl  and  unfkilfulnefs 
in  the  provifion,  diredfion,  and  diftribution  of  the  military  and  naval  force  of 
the  country,  in  the  threatened  invafion  in  the  month  of  December  laft;  which, 
after  midnight,  was  negatived  without  a divifion.*  The  like  fate  attended 
Mr.  Vandeleur’s  motion  for  an  abfentee  tax,  which  was  warmly  debated  to  a 
very  late  hour:  on  this  divifion,t  more  fided  with  the  minority  than  on  any 

* It  muft  readily  appear,  that  the  fate  of  this  queftion  was  decided  by  influence,  not  by  an  in- 
veftigation  of  fafts.  Mr.  Grattan  fpoke  in  the  debate,  by  merely  making  a ftatement.  (17  Pari. 
Deb.  j>.  374.)  The  circumftance  of  the  French  fleet  efcaping  two  Britifli  fleets,  riding  trium- 
phantly  for  feventeen  days,  and  getting  back  unmolefted,  formed  a phoenomenon  in  the  naval 
hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  which  challenges  enquiry.  The  plea  urged  in  excufe,  that  the  Admi- 
" ralty  was  not  acquainted  with  the  deftination  of  the  French  fleet,  was  a great  aggravation  of  the 
negleft  j tliough  the  truth  of  the  plea  were  confirmed,  by  the  declaration  of  the  Britifli  minifter, 
that  the  report  of  the  French  fleet  being  oft'  the  coaft  of  Ireland  was  nothing  more  than  the 
phrenzy  of  common  fame.” 

‘i'  Lord  Caftlereagh  took  a very  prominent  part  in  oppofing  this  queftion  ■,  to  whom  Mr.  Vande- 
leur  thus  replied  : “ It  was  infinuated  by  a noble  lord  (Caftlereagh),  that  it  was  prefumptuous  in 
“ a man  of  his  age  and  experience  to  propofe  to  that  houfe  a meafure  of  fuch  vaft  importance:  he 
muft  confefs,  he  did  not  polfefs  the  fame  advantages  of  political  education  with  the  noble  lord  : 
he  well  knew  the  Caftle  was  a hot-bed,  which  opened  tlie  underftanding  and  matured  the  judg- 
" ment.  It  had  fo  completely  eradicated  all  prejudices  from  the  mind  of  the  noble  lord,  that  he 
“ was  unable  to  perceive,  whether  he  fpoke  the  language  of  the  minifter,  or  deputy  minifter  of  the 
“ Engliflr  cabinet,  or  that  of  the  reprefentative  of  a great,  populous,  and  independent  country  j 
wdiich,  by  great  and  manly  exertions,  had  uftiered  him  into  that  houfe  on  the  fhoulders  of  popu- 
larity.” 
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other  queftion  during  the  feffion;  there  being  4Q  for,  and  123  againft  the 
motion. 

The  internal  fituation  of  the  country  was  at  this  time  truly  awful.  For 
fome  months  had  turbulence  and  infurredion  Ihewn  themfelves  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  lord  lieutenant  had  been  obliged  to  proclaim 
feveral  counties  and  diftri^ls,  under  the  infurre6tion  a6l,  ,to  be  in  a ftate  of 
difturbance.  The  different  infurgents  appeared  to  be  unconne6led  with  each 
other ; for  generally  upon  the  appearance  of  the  llighteft  military  force  they 
difperfed  or  returned  to  their  duty:  their  turbulence  was  various;  not  fyf- 
tematic,  nor  organized. 

In  the  preceding  months  of  December,  January,  and  February,  many  dif- 
tri6ls  in  the  northern  counties  were  proclaimed.*  Amongft  other  diftreffes 
of  the  times  brought  on  by  the  war,  was  the  order  of  the  privy  council  to  the 
governors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  to  difeontinue  payments  in 
fpecie.  This  overwhelming  circumftanee  filled  the  minds  of  the  public  with 
frefli  diffidence,  alarm,  and  difeontent.  It  was  communicated  by  j\Ir.  Pelham 
to  the  parliament  on  the  1 ft  of  March;  and  afterwards  debated  with  fome 
ineffedual  oppofition.  So  critical  at  this  period  was  the  internal  ftate  of 
Ireland  to  the  general  intcrefts  of  the  Britifli  empire,  that  it  arrefted  the  at- 
tention, of  both  houfes  of  the  Britilh  parliament. 

In  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  3d  of  March,  1797,  the  order 
of  the  day  having  been  read  for  inftituting  an  enquiry  into  the  condu6t  of 
minifters  on  occafion  of  the  late  attempt  of  the  French  to  invade  Ireland, 
Mr.  Whitbread  entered  into  a full  detail  of  the  circumftances  attending  the 
whole  of  that  expedition.  After  commenting  upon  the  nature  and  effedls  of 
public  and  private  information,  and  ftating,  that  General  Dalryinple  had  not 
at  that  time  3000  l egular  troops  to  oppofe  to  the  enemy ; that  there  were 
ftores  unproteded  in  Cork  to  the  amount  of  a million  and  a half, 'the  great 
fupply  for  the  Britilh  navy  for  the  enfuing  year,  he  made  the  following  regular 
ftatement  of  the  motions  of  our  own  and  the  French  fleets  from  the  time 
of  the  enemy  quitting  the  harbour  of  Breft,  and  a Ihort  period  antecedent 
thereto.  Admiral  Colpoys,  with  a fleet  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  fail  of  the  line, 
was  lying  off  Breft  harbour  for  fome  vv^eks.  The  French  fleet,  however,  in 

* The  proclamations  all  ran  in  one  formj  a fpecimen  of  which  is  to  be  feen  ia  the  Appendix, 
No.  Cl. 
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defiance  of  this,  failed  from  Breh  on  the  15th  of  December.  On  the  20th 
of  that  month  they  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  fome  of  them  dropped 
anchor  in  Bantry  Bay.  Previous  to  that,  and  during-  the  time  that  Admiral 
Colpoys  was  with  his  fquadron  lying  off  Brefl,  Admiral  Richery,  with  fix 
French  tliips  of  the  line,  paffed  the  fquadron  of  Admiral  Colpoys,  and  got 
fafe  into  Breft.  On  the  21  ft  the  enemy  caft  anchor  in  Bantry  Bay;  fo  that 
they  were  at  fea,  and  on  the  coah  of  Ireland,  from  the  18th  of  December  to 
the  6th  of  January.  On  the  20th  of  December  news  arrived  in  England, 
that  the  French  fleet  had  quitted  Breft.  From  the  23d  to  the  25th,  the  wind 
was  favorable  for  the  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Lord  Bridport  to  have 
failed.  It  continued  fair  on  the  26th  and  27th,  after  which  it  came  a-head, 
and  the  fleet  could  not  fail  for  fome  days.  On  the  31  ft  intelligence  came  to 
this  country,  that  the  French  fleet  was  off  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  on  the 
fame  da}^  exa6fly.  Admiral  Colpoys,  with  the  fleet  under  his  command,  ar- 
rived at  Portfmouth.  The  reafons  given  for  his  return  with  this  fquadron 
were  various  and  contradi6tory.  One  was,  that  his  force  was  not  fulhcient 
to  encounter  that  of  the  enemy.  If  that  tvere  a true  reafon,  it  furniflied  an 
additional  caufe  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condu6t  of  minifters,  and  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  in  particular.  What,  when  they  had  received  infor- 
mation of  the  a6tive  and  extenfive  preparations  going  forward  at  Breft,  after 
the  large  fums  confumed  in  fecret  fervice  money,  and  the  immenfe  navy  in 
our  poffeflion,  ought  they  not  to  have  fent  out  frefli  fhips  to  reinforce  that 
fquadron  ? Admiral  Colpoys  muft  have  received  intelligence  of  the  failing  of 
the  Breft  fleet.  Did  he  fail  in  purfuit  of  them  ? Did  he  fail  towards  the  coaft  of 
Portugal  after  them,  vdiere  it  might  perhaps  have  occurred  to  him  they  were 
o-one  ? No.  Did  he  fail  after  them  towards  the  coaft  of  Ireland  ? No  : he  failed 

O 

directly  for  Portfmouth,  -where  he  arrived  on  the  very  day,  that  information 
was  brought  they  were  on  the  Irilh  coaft.  Another  reafon,  which  had  been 
given  for  the  return  of  this  fquadron  into  port  v-as,  that  it  was  fliort  of  pro- 
vifions.  Admiral  Elphinftone  arrived  in  Ireland,  in  the  iVIonarch  of  74  guns, 
accompanied  by  a frigate.  He  gave  notice  to  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  that  he, 
with  the  fliip  under  his  command,  and  with  that  frigate,  was  ready  to  join 
any  other  force  that  might  be  allotted  for  the  purpofe  to  go  in  fearch  of  the 
enemy.  Admiral  Kingfmill,  who  was  ftationed  at  Cork,  alfo  iffued  orders  for 
feveral  frigates  and  the  IMonarch  to  fail  in  queft  of  the  enemy.  Yet,  on  the 
3d  of  January,  Admiral  Elphinftone  arrived  at  Spithead,  with  the  Monarch, 

without 
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without  having  fecn  any  of  the  enemy’s  fleet.  On  the  fame  clay  Lord  Bricl- 
- port,  with  the  fcpiadron  under  his  command,  failed  from  thence.  He  went 
firft  to  Bred,  as  the  moll  likely  track  for  falling  in  vdth  the  enemy's  fliips. 
In  that  idea,  however,  he  was  difappointed  ; for  his  lordfliip,  after  fome  daj's 
waiting  there  to  no  effe6l  or  purpofe,  thought  it  neceflary  to  fliape  his  courfe 
to  the  coaft  of  Ireland.  In  this  farther  purfuit  he  was  ecjually  unfuceefsful ; 
and  on  the  3d  of  February  he  returned  to  Spithead  with  the  fleet  under  his 
command,  without  having  fallen  in  with,  or  even  feen  one  fingle  fliip  belong- 
ing to  the  fliattered,  difperfed,  and  divided  fleet  of  the  enemy.  Thus  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy  v'ere  only  fruflrated  by  the  winds,  and  the  fafety  of 
Ireland  entirely  abandoned  to  the  ehanee  of  the  elements.  Sueh  was  the  re- 
gular ftatement  of  events  as  they  fuceellivTly  occurred  ; and  thofe  were  the 
grounds  on  which  he  meant  to  found  the  motion  : “ That  it  be  referred  to 
“ a committee,  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  miniflers,  with  refpect  to  the 
“ late  attempt  of  the  French  in  theinvafion  of  Ireland.” 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  in  reply,  after  much  prefatory  matter,  gave  his 
ftatement  of  facts  to  the  following  effe(?d.  Prior  to  the  failing  of  the  French 
fleet  from  Breft,  the  admiralty  had  received  intelligence,  that  Inch  a fleet  was 
in  preparation  ; it  was  not  pofitively  known  whether  it  were  intended  to  fail 
againft  Portugal  or  Ireland,  or  fome  part  of  the  Britilh  dominions.  Some- 
times it  was  rumoured  to  be  intended  againfl  Gibraltar,  and  at  others  it  was 
expedled  to  be  prepared  for  an  attack  upon  fome  of  our  more  diftant  pofTef- 
fions.  The  admiralty,  however,  had  fome  reafon  to  believe,  that  either  Por- 
tugal or  Ireland  was  the  obje6l  of  its  deftination.  Minifters  adopted  fueh 
meafuies  as  the  nature  of  circumftances  feemed  to  require.  They  took  the 
propereft  and  bell  poffible  meafures  whieh  could  be  taken  with  their  uncer- 
tainty of  the  enemy’s  defigns ; for  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  they  had  not 
only  to  watch  the  hoftile  armaments  of  the  enemy,  and  provide  a fufficient 
force  in  every  quarter,  which  they  deemed  affailable,  to  refift  them,  but  they 
were  compelled  moreover  to  provide  a large  and  adequate  force  at  the  fame 
time  for  the  proteftion  of  our  outward  and  homeward  bound  fleets.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  government  thought  it  the  wifeft  plan  to  feparate  the 
fleets  into  different  divifions.  One  fleet  was  Rationed  off  Brefl  to  watch  the 
enemy,  and  intercept  the  failing  of  the  expedition ; another  fleet  Vv as  Ra- 
tioned at  home  to  relieve  the  fleet  off  BreR,  if  neceffary,  or  to  purfue  the 
enemy  if  it  fhould  fail,  or  attend  to  any  exigeneies  which  might  pofhbly 
arife.  The  fleet  off  BreR,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Thompfon,  was 
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put  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Colpoys  on  the  Qth  of  Odlober;  orders 
Avere  iffued  from  the  admiralty  to  Admiral  Thompfon,  from  whom  Admiral 
Colpoys  received  his  inftructions  to  take  care  of  a partial  difpofition  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  under  his  command  off  Breft,  in  cafe  of  a difperfion  of  the  enemy 
in  failing  from  that  port.  He  was  to  hover  about  their  coaft,  and  Avatch  over 
th.em  till  they  Ihould  fail,  and,  provided  they  fleered  to  the  fouthAvard,  he  Avas 
immediately  to  difpatch  a cutter  to  Admiral  Vandeput  at  Liflbon,  to  give 
communication  of  the  fame ; or,  provided  they  fleered  to  the  northward,  he 
Avas  to  difpatch  a cutter  to  Admiral  Kingfmill  at  Cork,  at  the  fame  time  taking 
care  to  give  the  earliefl  intelligence  at  home.  Surely  it  was  impoffible  to 
feledt  any  orders  in  preference  to  thefe ; at  leafl  he  could  not  imagine,  that, 
confidering  all  the  circumflances  of  the  cafe,  any  better  coula  have  been 
adopted.  He  then  corredted  a flatement  Avhich  had  gone  abroad,  that  no 
frigate  or  fquadron  Avas  appointed  by  the  admiralty  to  Avatch  OA^er  the  prepa- 
ration^of  the  enemy  in  Brefl  harbour,  and  give  an  account  of  the  fame  to 
Admiral  Colpoys,  as  circumflances  fliould  require  : for  it  Avas  a pofitiA’^e  fa6t, 
that  Sir  Edward  Pellew  was  appointed,  and  did  actually  cruize  in  Brefl 
harbour.  He  Avas  there  the  very  day  the  armament  Avas  in  motion; 
he  Avas  there  the  very  day  it  failed  too,  and  he  conveyed  to  Admiral 
Colpoys’s  look-out  fliip,  the  Marlborough,  an  account  of  their  progrefs 
and  their  failing;  and  he  fent  a farther  intelligence  of  the  lofs  of  one 
of  the  enemy’s  fliips  (Les  Droits  de  L’Homme)  in  coming  out  of  the  har- 
bour. So  it  appears,  that  Avhat  ought  to  have  been  done,  Avas  done.  But 
notwithflanding  the  diligence,  intelligence,  and  fltill  of  Admiral  Colpoys, 
and  notwithflanding  the  experience,  courage,  and  ability  of  Sir  Edward  Pek- 
leAv,  their  exertions  Avere  in  vain.  Though  Sir  EdAvard  PelleAv  fent  off  intel- 
ligence, that  the  enemy  failed  the  ]6th,  it  Avas  not  till  the  24th  of  December 
that  the  look-out  Ihip,  the  Marlborough,  received  the  account  of  it ; for  the 
flate  of  the  Aveather  Avas  fuch,  that  it  Avas  impoffible  for  Admiral  Colpoys  even 
to  keep  his  OAvn  fleet  under  his  obfei  A'ation ; and  the  air  Avas  fo  hazy  and  fo 
foggy,  that  the  fog  guns  Avere  continually  fired.  With  regard  to  the  enemy’s 
failing,  the  houfe  Avas  then  in  the  real  poffeffion  of  the  cafe,  but  fo  uncertain 
Avere  both  the  officers  alluded  to  Avith  refpect  to  the  a6i;ual  vieAvs  of  the  enemy, 
that  both  Sir  Edward  PelleAv  and  Admiral  Colpoys  believed  they  Avere  un- 
^♦oubtedly  deflined  for  Portugal,  and  Sir  EdAvard  PelleAv  fent  off  to  Admiral 
Vandeput,  at  Lilbon,  to  give  him  notice  thereof.  But  Admiral  Colpoys 
knovdng,  for  the  firfl  time,  on  the  24th  of  December,  that  the  enemy  had 
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failed  on  the  l6th,  and  there  having  been  a hurricane  on  the  17th,  he  be- 
lieved the  French  drips  might  have  been  dilperfed  in  the  ftorm,  and  regulated 
his  condu6l  accordingly.  He  thought  it  the  vdfell  refolution  not  to  follow 
them  to  Portugal  or  Ireland,  becaufe  he  was  uncertain  of  their  deftination, 
and  he  therefore  kept  his  ftation,  on  account  of  the  chance  of  interrupting 
the  return  of  all  or  part  of  the  fleet  in  cafe  of  a difperlion  by  the  ftorm.  He 
recolle6led  alfo,  that  the  circumftance  of  the  enemy’s  having  failed  would  be 
known  by  the  admiralty,  and  that,  by  keeping  his  ftation,  he  fliould  have 
the  means  of  receiving  fuch  authentic  intelligence  as  he  could  not  otherwife 
expe6t.  If  he  were  not  able  to  keep  his  ftation  by  the  prevalence  of  the  fouth 
weft  winds  off  Breft,  he  was  to  rendezvous  off  the  Lizard  Point;  and  there- 
fore by  keeping  as  clofely  upon  his  ftation  as  he  poflibly  could,  he  was  pro- 
vided for  botli  alternatives,  either  for  intercepting  the  enemy’s  fleet  on  the 
return  of  the  whole  or  part  to  Breft,  or  receiving  fuch  an  account  of  them 
from  the  admiralty,  as  might  enable  him  to  purfue  them.  Accordingly, 
being  unable  to  keep  his  ftation  off  Breft,  the  fleet  returned  to  the  Lizard 
Point,  in  hopes  of  receiving  fome  information,  aird  was  foon  after  driven  up 
channel  by  the  gales  of  wind,  while  the  French  found  their  way  home  in  the 
mean  time,  though  the  hurricane  ftill  blew. 

Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Sturt,  and  IVIr.  Fox  fupported  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  and  Mr.  Pitt  very  ftrongly  oppofed  it.  The  motion  was  loft  upon  the 
divifion  by  201  againft  62.  A fimilar  motion  was  made  on  the  l6th  of  the 
month  by  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Lord  Spencer  op- 
pofed the  motion  upon  the  general  grounds  of  failure  of  information,  and  the 
unavoidable  turn  of  the  elements.  Lord  Carlifle  was  for  the  enquiry.  The 
Earl  of  Moira,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Guildford,  and  the  IMar- 
quis  of  Lanfdowne,  fpoke  ftrongly  in  fupport  of  the  motion.  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  Lord  Hood,  Lord  Auckland,  and  Lord  Grenville,  oppofed  it.  The 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  faid,  that  where  there  was  blame,  there  ought  to  be  enquiry. 
He  lamented  to  have  heard  fome  expreflions  ufed  in  the  debate  of  greater  care 
being  required  for  England  than  Ireland.  Such  fentiments  would  produce 
deep  impreflions  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  that  country : to  which  Lord 
Grenville  alfurcd  the  houfe,  that  they  might  fet  their  minds  at  reft  on  the 
fubje6t  of  Ireland,  wliich  fo  far  from  having  been  neglected,  had  been  the  ob•^ 
je6t  of  particular  attention.  The  motion  was  rejeded  by  74  againft  14. 

This  determined  refiftance  to  all  enquiry,  and  the  repeated  alfurances  made 
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by  minifters  of  the  fecuiity  external  and  internal  of  Ireland,  gave  little  Ilitif- 
fa^tion  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppolition  benches,  and  difpleafed  fome,  who 
generally  voted  with  government.  They  returned  to  the  charge,  and  in  both 
houfes  brought  forward  motions  for  enquiries  into  the  internal  ftate,  and  al- 
laying the  difcontents  in  that  dillrafted  kingdom,  which  gave  rife  to  very 
long  and  animated  debates.  On  the  21  ft  of  March,  the  Earl  of  Moira  in- 
troduced his  promifed  motion  by  a very  inftrudtive  and  able  fpeech : it  be- 
came the  more  interefting,  as  that  noble  lord  was  known  recently  to  have 
come  from  Ireland,  fo  that  his  judgment  could  not  be  milled  in  feeing 
the  real  ftate  of  that  kingdom,  nor  his  candor  and  loyalty  be  fufpedted  of 
mifreprefenting  it.  He  introduced  his  fpeech  by  a comment  on  the  delicacy 
and  importance  of  agitating  queftions,  in  which  feparate  and  independent 
legillatures,  and  queftions,  in  which  the  privileges  and  the  independence  of 
each  other,  were  involved.  The  extent  and  rapid  increafe  of  the  difcon- 
tents, which  prevailed  in  Ireland,  were  fubjefts  of  fufticient  notoriety  to 
form  the  ground  of  his  proceeding.  He  ftiould  abftain,  therefore,  from  an 
enumeration  of  the  particulars,  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  and  of 
which  indeed  he  had  recently  been  Avitnefs.  In  addrefling  his  majefty,  to  the 
elfeft  propofed,  the  houfe  would  not  only  exercife  one  of  its  moft  important 
privileges,  hut  fulfil  one  of  its  moft  important  duties.  If  it  appeared  that 
the  counfellors,  more  immediately  about  his  majefty’s  perfon,  had  not  given 
that  advice,  which  Avas  calculated  to  infure  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of 
Ireland,  it  Avas  the  duty  of  their  lordfliips  to  approach  the  throne  Avith  advice 
more  Avfife  and  falutary.  But  it  might  be  faid,  Avhat  influence  could  fuch  an 
addrefs  carry  Avith  it,  to  change  the  councils,  by  A\diich  Ireland  Avas  govern- 
ed ? To  prove  the  influence  of  the  Britifti  cabinet,  he  appealed  to  a recent 
faft  ; he  meant  the  recal  of  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  at  a time  Avhen  all  Ireland 
concurred  in  the  meafures  Avhich  he  purfued,  Avhen  that  country  gave  the 
faireft  profpe6t  of  tranquillity,  and  the  fureft  pledge  of  afliftance  and  fupport 
to  Britain,  in  the  arduous  circumftances  in  Avhich  llie  Avas  placed.  It  might 
be  alked,  Avhat  plan  he  Avilhed  to  purfue  ? It  Avas  indicated  in  the  motion  he 
Avas  about  to  make.  When  they  addrefled  his  majefty  to  interpofe  his  pa- 
ternal care  and  benevolence,  the  knoAvn  goodnefs  of  his  nature  left  no  room 
for  doubt  as  to  the  refult.  It  Avas  by  temper,  equity,  and  good  faith,  that  the 
diftradions  of  the  Irilh  Av^ere  to  be  appealed,  and  their  affedions  conciliated. 

No 
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No  good  could  be  expefted  from  a profecution  of  the  prcfent  fyftem.  He 
was  confident,  however,  that  the  adoption  of  ineafures,  calculated  to  iinprefs 
the  people  with  confidence  in  government,  would  quickly  call  forth  that  fond 
affe6lion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  to  this  country,  which  circumftances 
might  cloud  but  could  not  extinguifh ; infpire  that  zeal  fo  necelfary  in  the 
prefent  moment ; and  furnilh  thofe  refources,  which  ^v'ere  rcquifite  for  the 
critical  fituation,  in  which  the  empire  was  placed,  and  the  arduous  conteft  in 
which  it  was  engaged.  On  thefe  grounds  he  reftcd  the  motion,  which  was, 
“ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  praying  that  he  would 
“ be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  interpofe  his  paternal  and  lieneficent  interference 
“ to  allay  the  difcontents,  which  at  prefent  fubfiftin  his  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
“ and  which  threaten  the  deareft  interefls  of  the  Britifh  empire.” 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  the  motion  could  not  be  adopted  without  breaking 
the  folemn  contrail,  which  had  been  entered  into  between  the  two  countries; 
without  tearing  afunder  every  bond  of  union  and  connexion,  and  fpreading 
diftraftion  and  divifion  between  the  members  of  the  Britilh  empire.  He 
fliould,  therefore,  give  his  decided  oppofition  to  that  motion,  and  every 
propofition  of  a fimilar  tendency.  The  motion  was  unneceflary,  and  mif- 
chievous.  Under  the  firft  head  he  expatiated  on  the  meafures  tliat  had  been 
taken  by  his  majefty,  in  the  courfe  of  a reign  of  thirty-fix  years,  from  year 
to  year,  to  remove  every  ground  of  uneafmefs  or  difcontent,  which  the  fitua- 
tion of  the  Irifh  prefented  ; the  improved  flate  of  their  commerce ; their  full 
enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ; the  Catholics  admitted  to  the  en- 
joyment of  their  property  ; a participation  in  every  civil  and  focial  bleffing, 
and  even  fliaring  in  the  right  of  voting  for  members  of  parliament.  Nor  were 
the  people  of  Ireland  infenfible  or  ungrateful  for  the  benefits  they  had  re- 
ceived ; their  good  difpolitions,  and  contentment  with  their  fituation,  he  in 
ferred  from  fundry  circumftances,  particularly  their  readinefs  to  refifl  and 
repel  the  threatened  invafion.  With  regard  to  the  mifehievous  tendency  of 
the  motion,  fuch  an  interference  was  obvioufly  improper  : it  was  impoffible 
for  them  to  proceed  with  fufficient  information,  which  lay  much  more  within 
the  reach  of  their  own  legillature.  The  very  interference  of  the  Britilh  legif- 
lature,  inftead  of  remedying  the  difcontents,  v hich  were  alleged  to  prevail, 
would  inflame  them.  It  would  induce  the  people  of  Ireland  to  imagine,  that 
their  own  legillature  was  indifferent  to  their  welfare,  and  thus  ftir  up  the  di- 
vifions,  which  it  was  its  object  to  appeafe.  As  the  Britifli  legillature  had 
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given  to  Ireland  the  bleffings  of  a free  confdtution,  the  heft  way  to  fix 
their  attachment  to  it,  was  to  engage  their  confidence  in  its  favour.* 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  admitted  the  improved  Rate  of  Ireland.  But  whatever 
circumftances  might  have  contributed  to  that  profperity,  ftill  there  might 
remain  room  for  fomething  ferther  to  be  done.  The  noble  fecretary  harl  faid, 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  not  diftracted  and  difcontented,  but  tranquil 
and  happy.  Was  it  a proof  of  this  that  adts  of  indemnity  had  been  palfed, 
in  the  Irifli  parliament,  for  proceedings  beyond  the  law,  which  mull  have 
been  called  for  by  a conduct  not  very  confident  with  tranquillity.  If  no 
circumftanees  of  diforder  appeared,  why  were  whole  parifiies,  baronies,  and 
even  counties  declared  to  be  out  of  the  king’s  peace  ? It  was  likewife  Rated, 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  government  in  Ireland,  that  they  were  in  certain 
diRrid^s  difarming  the  people,  from  which  it  was  evident  they  had  been  in 
arms. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  approved  the  reafoning  of  Lord  Grenville,  and  put 
tlie  cafe  of  a motion  being  made  in  the  IriRi  parliament,  for  the  purpofe  of 
inducing  it  to  interfere  in  the  difcuRion  of  the  great  quefdon  of  parliamentary 
reform  or  Catholic  toleration  in  this  country.  How,  he  aflced,  would  Rich 

* On  this  occafion  Lord  Grenville  rendered  the  following  teftimony  of  the  grateful  and  loyal 
conduft  of  the  Irifli  Catholics.  (3  Pari.  Deb.  p.  101.)  “ He  would  defire  any  one  to  compare 

the  ftate  of  Ireland,  as  it  was  left  by  his  majefty’s  anceftors  with  its  prefent  fituation.  He  would 
alk  them  to  look  at  the  Catholics,  admitted  to  the  exercife  of  their  political  rights,  and  to  the 
enjoyment  of  their  property,  to  the  participation  of  every  civil  and  focial  bletfing,  reflored 
to  that  confidence  in  themfelves  which  the  laws  had  formerly  deltroyed ; freely  permitted  to  en- 
" gage  in  every  fpecies  of  commerce,  and  to  apply  themfelves  to  every  profeflion  of  honor  and  re- 
''  putation,  fharing  the  right  of  voting  for  members  of  parliament  j-  and  in  their  whole  conduft 
''  manifefting  the  effeas  of  the  benefits  they  had  received  in  the  beft  manner  in  which  benefits 
could  operate  on  the  human  mind.  He  would  defire  their  lordlhips  to  confider  their  condua 
upon  the  late  occafion,  when  the  enemy,  deluded  by  falfe  reprefentations  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland, 
" rilked  tlie  lafl  remnant  of  their  fleet,  and  embarked  an  inferior  army  in  the  rafli  hope  of  being 
“ able  to  fucceed  in  their  defigns,  by  the  difunion  and  difaffeaion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland. 
For  a proof  of  the  good  difpofition  of  the  Catholics  upon  that  occafion,  he  could  refer  with 
pleafure  to  the  unexceptionable  teftimony  of  the  reverend  prelates,  who  worthily  fliewed  them- 
“ felves  their  guides  in  religious  matters,  (Here  his  lordfliip  read  fome  paflages  of  the  circular 
letter  from  the  Catholic  billiop  of  Cork,  which  vide  in  Appendix,  No.  Cl  I.)  Thus  it  appeared 
" that  his  majefty’s  exertions  had  already  been  crowned  with  fuccefs ; that  this  fuccefs  was  not  per- 
fefUy  complete  was  fubjeiSt  of  regret  j jealoufies  had  appeared  in  fome  degree,  but  they  had 
been  conciliated  by  the  benevolenceand  the  paternal  care  of  his  majefty.  What  ftronger  pledge 
could  be  given  of  his  majefty’s  intention  to  perfevere  in  the  Came  courfe,  than  what  he  had 
already  done?” 
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a motion  be  taken  by  the  Britilli  parliament?  The  motion  before  their  lorcl- 
Ihips  fcemed  to  him  to  be  as  mifchievous  in  its  tendency,  as  unconftitutional 
in  its  principle. 

The  Earl  of  Guildford  coaid  not  admit  that  minihers  had  diewn  any  at- 
tention to  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  fmce  the  recal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

The  Earl  of  Spencer  was  of  opinion,  that,  if  Lord  JMoira  meant  to  do 
any  fubllantial  good  by  his  motion,  he  ought  to  have  gone  much  farther, 
and  pointed  out  not  only  the  nature  of  the  difcontents  of  the  Irifli  nation, 
but  the  kind  of  meafures,  which  ought  to  be  reforted  to  for  removing  them. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  faid,  that,  if  the  prefent  were  a fubjedi  of  de- 
licacy, minifters  were  the  caufe  of  it.  The  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  as  a 
minifter,  was  accountable  to  the  Britilh  as  well  as  to  the  Irifli  parliament ; 
and,  therefore,  they  had  a right  to  watch  over  the  meafures  of  his  adminif- 
tration,  and  to  cenfure  or  advife  him,  as  they  might  deem  proper.  The  motion 
now  before  their  lordlhips  was  couched  in  terms  fo  wife,  fo  prudent,  and  fo 
moderate,  that  he  could  fcarcely  have  fuppofed  that  it  could  have  been  ob- 
jefted  to.  What  was  its  purpofe  ? It  faid,  to  his  majefty,  “ Sire,  you  have, 
“ by  a happy  condu6t,  attached  the  people  of  Ireland  to  your  family  and 

government,  by  the  fame  liberal  and  generous  condudl,  by  which  your 
“ grand-father  gained  the  affedtions  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  There 
“ is  but  one  fmall  caufe  of  difcontent  ftill  remaining,  and  it  is  only  necelfary, 
“ that  you  follow  up  thofe  wife  and  falutary  meafures,  which  you  have  hi- 
“ therto  a6led  upon,  to  remove  it.”  This  was  all  that  the  motion  propofed. 
If  it  were  done  in  time,  the  meafures  might  be  fuccefsful , but  it  ought  to  be 
recollefted,  that  the  longer  the  delay,  the  greater  the  danger. 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  oppofed  the  motion.  There  were  difcontents  in  Ire- 
land ; but  by  no  means  among  the  general  mafs  of  the  people. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  forry  to  fay,  that  their  lordlhips  mull  ceafe  to 
liften  to  the  Ihifts  of  minifters,  if  their  objects  were  to  fave  the  ftate  from  ruin. 
But  it  might  be  atked,  what  it  was  that  he  thought  likely  to  reftore  happinefs 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  ? “ Reftore  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  perfon  you 
“ have  recalled ; give  back  to  them  the  man  whom  they  have  tried,  and 
“ whom  they  admire;  a6l  on  the  principles  on  Avhich  he  adted,  and  then  dif- 
“ contents  will  ceafe:  if  you  do  not,  God  only  know's  into  ho\v  much  more 
“ dreadful  a ftate  that  unhappy  country  may  be  reduced.” 

Lord  Grenville  w^as  of  opinion,  that  the  remedy,  propofed  by  the  noble 
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duke,  would  have  a tendency  to  create  that  which  he  feemed  to  dread  ; a 
dilhirbance  in  Ireland;  for,  that  muft  necelfarily  be  the  tendency  of  recalling 
the  prefent  lord  lieutenant  of  that  kingdom.  If  the  talents,  the  virtues,  and 
the  exertions  of  that  noble  lord  were  not  fufificient  to  preferve  the  tranquillity 
of  Ireland,  he  believed  it  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  any  other  individual 
^rhatever. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  rofe  up  to  make  a few  obfervations  on  the  main  point 
in  queftion : the  contentment  or  difeontentment  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
As  their  lordfliips  could  not  try  the  veracity  of  one  noble  lord  againft  another, 
the  only  way  they  had  to  decide,  was,  to  refer  to  fa6ts.  His  lordthip  again 
appealed  to  the  various  fa6ts  already  mentioned  or  alluded  to,  by  himfelf  and 
the  Earl  Fitzwilliam  : parifhes  and  whole  counties  out  of  the  king’s  peace, 
and  difarmed  : infurredions  in  divers  places,  murmurs  of  difeontent  in  all ; 
and  a general  atfembly,  within  fifty  yards  of  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  headed  by 
perfons,  whofe  talents  and  charaders  were  of  the  very  firft  clafs,  and  who,  after 
the  moft  mature  deliberation  that  could  be  had  on  fuch  an  occafion,  refolved 
and  declared  it  to  be  their  firm  perfuafion,  that  there  was  no  chance  for  the 
falvation  of  Ireland,  without  an  entire  and  immediate  change  in  the  whole 
fyftem  of  executive  government.  After  this  the  houfe  divided,  and  the 
noble  earl’s  motion  was  rejeded  by  72  againft  20. 

Two  days  after  this  difeuffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  fubjed  was  in- 
troduced, into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  ^Ir.  Fox,  who  prefaced  his  fpeech 
by  calling  to  mind  the  part  he  had  taken  in  a recognition  of  the  complete 
independence  of  Ireland,  and  how  much  he  naturally  confidered  himfelf  to 
be  bounden,  in  a particular  manner,  to  follow  up  the  principle  on  which  it  was 
founded.  Though  a variety  of  circumftances  had  concurred  to  produce  the 
prefent  difturbances  in  Ireland,  he  confined  his  obfervations  to  two  or  three 
leading  points.  Thefe  were,  whether,  in  confequence  pf  the  conceftions 
that  had  been  made  to  Ireland,  the  had,  in  fad  and  fubftance,  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  an  independent  legiflature  ? Whether,  in  that  form  of  a free 
conftitution  which  they  had  obtained,  the  people  poflefled  that  political  weight 
to  which  they  were  entitled?  And,  whether,  their  juft  voice  and  influence  had 
been  promoted,  by  the  alteration  which  had  been  efteded  ? The  people  of 
Ireland  were  divided  into  two,  though  very  unequal,  dalles ; the  Catholics 
and  the  Proteftants : neither  of  which  enjoyed  their  juft  lhare  of  political 
power  and  influence.  About  nine  years  ago,  a regular  fyftem  was  devifed 
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for  euflaving  Ireland.  A peifou  of  high  confideration  was  known  to  fay, 
that,  500,000/.  had  been  expended  to  quell  an  oppofition  in  Ireland,  and  that 
as  much  more  muft  be  expended  in  order  to  bring  the  legiflature  of  that 
country  to  a proper  temper.  This  fyftematic  plan  of  corruption  was  follow- 
ed up  by  a fuitable  fyftem  of  meafures.  Hoftile  fufpicions  were  infmuated, 
not  only  againft  the  lower  order  of  Catholics,  but  againft  men  of  the  hrll 
refpectability  for  chara6ler  and  fortune,  and  whofe  loyalty  could  not  be  quef- 
tioned.  Numbers  were  taken  up  for  high  treafon  ; and,  when  acquitted,  it 
appeared  that  no  ground  of  fufpicion  could  ever  have  been  entertained  againft 
them.  What  could  be  the  efte6t  of  fuch  proceedings,  but  to  convince  the 
Catholics,  that  the  conceffions  in  their  favor  were  extorted  ? That  the  hoftile 
mind  ftill  exifted,  and  that  they  were  ftill  marked  out  as  the  victims  of  the 
’ moft  cruel  profcriptions  and  oppreffions  ? Private  auimolities  too  arofe,  and 
produced  thofe  difterent  claffesof  difturbers  of  the  public  peace,  about  which 
fo  much  had  been  faid.  The  remedies  applied  had  tended  to  foment  the  dif- 
eafe.  The  authority  of  the  laws  was  fuperfeded.  Thofe  againft  whom  it  was 
thought  convictions  could  be  procured,  were  taken  up ; and  thofe  whom  it 
would  have  been  impoflible  to  convict,  were  tranfported  in  great  numbers, 
without  the  ceremony  of  a trial,  or  the  form  of  conviction.  It  had  been 
faid,  that  the  Catholics  are  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  parliament.  But 
except  in  the  counties,  IMr.  Fox  obferved,  the  reprefentatiou  of  Ireland  was- 
in  what  is  here  known  by  the  name  of  clofe  corporation.  The  Catholics 
were  carefully  excluded  from  the  corporations ; fo  that  their  privilege  of 
voting  for  members  of  parliament  was  almoft  entirely  evaded. 

IMr.  Fox  next  confidered  the  grievances  of  the  Prelbyterians,  the  moft 
numerous  clafs,  by  far,  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  difcontents  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  northern  parts  of  Ireland  arofe  from  two  caufes : one  of 
them  was  the  temporary  prefllireof  a war,  in  which  they  were  involved  with- 
out intereft  in  the  conteft,  and  the  diftrefles  which  the  calamities,  with  which 
it  had  been  attended,  had  entailed  upon  their  trade  and  commerce ; the 
other  had  been  the  abufes,  which  they  conceived  to  exift  in  the  conftitution, 
by  which  they  are  governed.  The  conftitution  of  Ireland,  they  complain 
does  not  refemble  that  of  Great  Britain.  Whoever  imagined,  that  a practi- 
cable refemblance  exifted  between  the  government  of  Ireland  and  the  Eng- 
lifli  conftitution,  would  find,  that  the  Irifli  government  was  a mirror  in  which 
the  abufes  of  this  conftitution  were  ftrongly  reflected.  The  jobbing  fyftem 
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of  influence  and  patronage,  for  purpofes  of  perfonal  advantage  in  Ireland, 
was  an  abufe  Avhich  totally  deftroyed  the  fpirit  of  the  form  of  government, 
and  was  an  abufe  not  to  be  endured.  To  fuppofe  that  a large,  induftrious, 
active,  and  intelligent  body  of  men  could  be  governed  againft  the  principles 
they  had  imbibed,  and  the  prejudices  by  which  they  were  guided,  was  an 
idea,  which  hiftory  and  human  nature  proved  to  he  abfurd.  The  interefts  of 
this  country  and  of  Ireland  were  the  fame.  Its  affairs  were  conducted  by 
iniiiifters,  and  the  Britifli  cabinet,  and  it  was  the  privilege  of  that  houfe  to 
advife  his  majefty.  If  he  were  to  juftify  the  meafure  by  precedent,  he  might 
quote  the  cafe  of  an  impeachment  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  by  the  Eng- 
lifli  parliament,  before  the  union,  for  the  condu6l  of  the  government  of 
Scotland.  “ But  why,”  faid  Mr.  Fox,  “ fliould  I fpeak  of  forms,  when  the 
“ confequences  of  the  difcontents  in  Ireland  may  be  a conteft  to  be  fupported 
“ by  Engliihmen,  and  Englhh  money  ? I fliall  therefore  move, 

“ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  that  his  majefty  will 
“ be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  into  his  royal  confideration,  the  difturbed 
“ ftate  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  adopt  fuch  healing  and  lenient 
“ meafures  as  may  appear  to  his  inajefty’s  wifdom  beft  calculated  to  reftore 
“ tranquillity,  and  to  conciliate  the  affeHions  of  all  defcriptions  of  his  ma- 
“ jefty’s  fubjeds,  in  that  kingdom,  to  his  majefty ’s  perfon  and  government.” 
This  motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 

Mr.  Pitt  afked  Mr.  Fox  whether  the  parliament,  by  which  the  independ- 
ence of  Ireland  was  recognized,  were  more  accommodating  to  the  withes  of 
the  Diftenters  of  the  North,  or  to  the  Catholics  of  the  South,  than  thofe  of 
a fubfequent  period  ? Quite  the  contrary.  Whatever  alteration  had  flnce 
taken  place,  tended  more  and  more  to  include  both  Diffenters  and  Catholics 
within  the  pale  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  than  the  principle  recognized  in 
1782.  But  the  main  pillar  of  his  defence  of  minifters,  in  their  conduct  to- 
wards Ireland,  and  ground  of  his  objection  to  the  prefent  motion,  was  the 
unconftitutionality,  the  impropriety,  and  the  dangers,  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  interference  of  the  Britifli  parliament  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland ; 
topics  on  which  he  expatiated  with  his  ufual  ability ; in  Avhich  as  to  the  main 
conceffion  to  be  made,  by  way  of  remedy  to  the  difcontents  and  difturbances 
in  Ireland,  that  of  allowing  to  the  Catholics  the  privilege  of  fitting  in  par- 
liament, this  could  not  be  done,  without  reverfmg  the  whole  of  its  prefent 
form,  and  new  modelling  the  conftitution  from  beginning  to  end : and  to  make 
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that  change  when  fuch  principles  were  abroad  in  the  Avorld,  and  were  even 
prevalent  in  the  country,  in  which  we  lived,  would  be  attended  with  the  moft 
dangerous  confequences. 

Colonel  Fullarton,  who  had  juft  come  from  Scotland,  and  that  part  of  it 
which  almoft  touches  on  Ireland,  was  aftoniflied  to  find,  in  the  metropolis,  fuch 
an  apparent  indifference  to  the  moft  alarming  dangers  ; and  wondered  that  fo 
much  time  Ihould  be  fpent  in  debate,  and  fo  little  in  military  preparation. 
General  Hoche  would  find,  in  Ulfter  alone,  50,000  Irilhmen  united,  with 
pikes  in  their  hands,  and  arms  concealed,  bufily  employed  in  fecret  difci- 
pline,  in  order  to  qualify  themfelves  for  reinforcing  the  French  army. 

Mr.  Courtney  believed,  that  there  were,  in  Ulfter,  50,000  men  with  arms 
in  their  hands,  ready  to  receive  the  French  ; but  not  to  fupport  them.  The 
people  in  that  province,  almoft  all  Prelbyterians,  had  a ftrong  fpirit  of  liber- 
ty, and  were  attached  to  the  popular,  or,  what  had  been  called,  the  repub- 
lican branch  of  the  conftitution,  yet  they  were  not  to  be  confounded  with 
Jacobins  and  banditti. 

Lord  Hawkelbury  repeated  and  applauded  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

IVIr.  Curwen  thought,  that  the  prefent  motion  was  fo  far  from  being  mif- 
chievous,  that  ev'en  the  difcuflion  it  had  occafioned  would  do  good,  inaf- 
much  as  it  would  Ihew  the  Irilh  nation,  that  there  was  a part,  at  leaft,  of 
the  Britifli  parliament,  who  were  mindful  of  their  interefts.* 

Lord 

^ If  any  thing  could  enhance  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Arthur  O’Connor’s  treafon,  it  was  that  abandon* 
ed  and  reflex  hypocrify,  with  which  he  played  ofl"  the  appearance  of  the  moft  conftitutional  loyalty, 
and  was  thus  admitted  to  the  fympathy  and  confidence  of  men,  who  really  poflefled  it  in  an  emi- 
nent degree.  But  in  the  political  and  ethic  fyftem,  candor  and  uprightnefs  are  ever  the  earlieft 
vidtiras  to  duplicity,  defign,  and  bafenefs.  Et  tirfus  vitio  fitb  propriore  latet.  In  proof  of  thefe 
obfervations,  Mr.  O’Connor  had  fo  egregioufly  and  bafely  at  this  time  duped  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
as  well  as  many  other  of  the  Whig  party,  that  the  honorable  baronet  in  the  unfufpedting  generofity 
of  his  foul,  thus  boaftingly  pledged  himftlf  for  the  pureft  loyalty  of  his  falfe  and  bafe  friend. 

One  perfon  now  immured  within  the  wa-lls  of  a dungeon  in  Dublin  Caftle,  I have  the  honor  of 
“ being  connedted  with,  for  honor,  as  well  as  happinefs,  I fliall  ever  efteem  it,  by  the  ftrongeft  ties 
“ of  friendihip  and  affedtion,  who  I know  to  be  incapable  of  treafon  to  his  country,  (Good  God ! 
“ that  treafon  to  Ireland  and  the  name  of  O’Connor  fliould  beprepofteroufly  coupled  together !)  as 
''  he  is  capable  of  every  thing  that  is  great,  generous,  and  noble,  for  his  country’s  goodj  a man 
“ whofe  whole  condudl  delineates  the  exadt  line  of  redtitude  and  honor;  whofe  private  virtues 
“ equal,  they  cannot  furpafs,  the  integrity  of  his  public  condudl ; who  is  indeed  endowed  with 

every  good  as  well  as  every  great  qualification ; and  of  whom  it  may  fairly  be  faid,  ‘ Nil  non 
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Lord  Wycombe  thought  that  the  difturhances,  which  had  taken  place  in 
Ireland,  manifeftly  proved  a difaffefilion  to  the  Britilh  government.  Con- 
ciliation inftead  of  rigour,  fliould  have  been  tried  ; for  it  was  time  enough  to 
employ  force  when  mildnefs  failed.  He  could  have  witlied  that  the  Irilh  par- 
liament had  been  left,  for  the  fettlement  of  aftairs,  to  themfelves.  But  he 
well  knew  that,  being  for  the  moft  part  at  the  beck  of  the  Euglifli  cabinet, 
they  had  loft  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  He  adverted  to,  and  commented 
upon  the  proclamation  of  General  Lake. 

He  dreaded  that  if  the  Britilh  parliament  did  not  interfere,  we  might  lofe 
Ireland  altogether : a lofs  that  would  be  more  fevere  than  the  lofs  of  America. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  remarked,  that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  feemed  to 
have  prefumed  in  the  whole  train  of  his  reafoning,  that  it  was  the  objedt  of 
the  motion  to  requeft  the  king’s  interference,  exclufively  of  his  Irifii  parlia- 
ment. It  only  prayed  his  majefty,  in  connexion  with  the  Irifli  legiflature,  to 
adopt  meafures  of  a lenient  nature,  Avitha  view  to  appeafe  the  unhappy  fpirit 
of  difcoiitent  Avhich  prevailed  throughout  the  country.  Mr.  Fox’s  motion 
was  negatived  by.  220  againft  84  who  fupported  it. 

Thefe  v arm  debates  in  the  Britilh  fenate  were  in  fomemeafure  brought  for- 
ward and  more  heated  from  the  complaints  made  in  the  Irilli  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, of  the  culpable  indifference,  Avhich  the  adminiftration  of  England  had 
ftiewn  to  their  fafety  and  Avelfare.* 

The 

“■  laudandum  ant  dixit,  aut  fenfit,  aut  fecit  ' When  fuch  men  become  the  obje6ts  of  fear  and 
hatred  to  government,  it  is  not  difficult  to  afcertain  the  nature  of  their  government.  But  per- 
“ haps.  Sir,  it  may  be  faid,  that  I fpeak  more  like  a difcontented  Irifhman,  than  like  a true  friend 
“ to  the  intereft  of  England.  Sir,  I fpeak  like  a friend  to  humanity  and  liberty  j and  like  an 
enemy  to  cruelty  and  oppreffion.  Sir,  I believe  the  interefts  of  Ireland  and  of  tliis  country  to 
“ be  the  fame.  I believe  it  for  the  intereft  of  both  countries,  that  both  lliould  be  free.”  (2  Eng. 
Pari.  Deb.  p.  121.) 

* Scarcely  any  man  in  the  Irifti  commons  poftefled  a larger  Ihare  of  perfonal  confidence  from 
the  nation  than  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  : no  man  againft  whom  lefs  of  democracy  had  ever  been  charged 
by  his  enemies.  He  had  in  the  debate  of  the  22d  of  February,  fpoken  the  following  language, 
which  was  replied  to  by  the  folicitor  general  in  a manner,  that  fliews  the  real  ilTue  of  the  government 
and  oppofition  parties  at  that  time  in  parliament.  (17  Pari.  Debates,  p.  330)  “ He  confelfed  he 

“ had  felt  extreme  concern  and  furprife  at  the  return  of  the  right  honorable  fecretary  from  Eng- 
land,  after  a five  weeks  ftay,  with  nothing  to  communicate  to  the  houfe,  but  an  undertaking  on 
the  part  of  the  Britilh  minifter,  to  endeavour  to  raife  for  the  country  a loan  of  a million  and  a 
half.  This  the  right  honorable  gentleman  had  brought  back  with  him  in  the  place  of  a fleet  and 
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The  proceedings  on  this  fide  of  the  water  relative  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland, 
gave  fuch  offence  to  Dr.  Duigenan,  that  on  the  30th  of  March  he  gave  no- 
tice 

an  army ! Did  the  right  honorable  gentleman — did  the  Britilh  minifter  know  the  nature  of  the  ene- 
“ my  we  have  to  contend  with  ? Did  he  know  tlieir  refources — their  energy — tlieir  courage— their 
“ difcipline — their  perfeverance  ? Will  he  baffle  fuch  an  enemy  with  a million  and  an  half  ? Will  he 
€‘  drive  from  our  coafts  an  enemy  that  has  vanquiffled  Spain,  Holland,  Italy,  and  almoft  Germany, 
“ with  a million  and  an  half?  Preferve  Ireland  from  France  ! It  may  be  done — but  not  by  a million 
and  an  half!  No,  nor  by  100,000/.  raifed  from  the  fait,  with  which  the  beggar  feafoned  his 
“ miferable  morfel ! Pitiful  financier,  who  can  find  refources  only  of  this  kind,  and  none  in  the 
“ bravery,  fpirit,  and  generofity  of  the  Iriffl  people.  Such  meafures  would  never  do  to  preferve 
“ Ireland  in  connexion  with  Britain.  It  was  not  his  promife  to  the  executive  government  by  what 
" means  they  fhould  defend  the  country  ; he  fat  there  as  a member  of  parliament,  rather  to  exer- 
cife  a contioling  fundtion  : but  fo  deeply  did  he  teel  that  the  meafures  which  were  taken  could 
“ not  preferve  Ireland,  that  he  w'ould  venture  to  fuggeft  fome  which  he  thought  would.  Thofe 
“ were  meafures  not  for  raifing  a given  fum  of  money,  but  for  the  much  more  momentous  purpofe 
“ of  giving  content  and  confidence  to  the  people.  Ill  did  they  calculate  the  danger  of  the  country, 
” or  the  means  to  refift  it,  w'ho  looked  at  this  time  to  any  thing  but  the  univerfal  and  enthufiafflc 
” force  of  the  whole  nation;  and  futile  w'as  every  meafure,  which  did  not  go  to  excite  that  power- 
" ful  energy.  He  w'as  far,  indeed,  from  wdflring  to  raife  difcontent  or  create  jealoufies  that  could 
" impede  the  common  defence.  Whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of  the  condudt  of  adminifiration 
“ in  Ireland,  or  of  the  culpable  indifference  which  the  adminiftration  of  England  had  fliewm  to  our 
“ fafety,  his  obje6tnow  was  to  Itrengthen  their  hands,  by  pointing  out  to  tliem  meafures  of  whicli 
“ the  efficacy  in  faving  the  country  could  not  be  doubtful.  He  was  not  afi'aid  to  mention  thofe, 
“ whatever  motives  an  intercfted  party  might  attribute  to  him.  The  firft,  then,  w'as  a complete 
“ reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament.  For  other  meafures,  let  diofe  anfwer 
“ who  advifed  the  government  of  the  country  to  depend  on  them  ; for  this  he  would  be  refpon- 
“ fible.  The  fecond,  W'as  a perfeft  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  and  an  abolition  of  all  religious 
" diftinctions.  The  third  was,  a general  equalization  of  commerce  between  the  twm  countries. 

England  Ihould  have  no  referves  to  Ireland  : if  it  w'ere  beneficial  to  England  to  preferve  Ireland 
" as  an  united  country,  the  was  now  bound  by  intereft  as  well  as  juftice  to  give  her  a community 
“ of  benefits  and  advantages.  Temporifing  meafures  had  been  too  long  the  policy  with  which  flie 
“ had  managed  this  country  ; and  to  thofe  temporifing  meafures  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  coun- 
“ try  W'as  to  be  attributed.  They  mull  now  be  given  up  if  the  countiy'  be  to  be  faved.” 

Mr.  Solicitor  General,  in  a fpeech  of  great  vehemence,  replied  to  Mr.  Ponfonby  : — “ What  was 
it  come  to,  that  in  an  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons  they  flmuld  lillen  to  one  of  their  own  members 
“ degrading  the  charader  of  an  Irilh  gentleman  by  language  w'hich  was  fitted  but  for  hallowing  a 
” mob  ? Had  he  heard  a man  uttering  out  of  thofe  doors  fuch  language  as  that  by  w hich  the  ho- 
''  norablc  gentleman  had  violated  the  decorum  of  parliament,  he  would  have  feized  the  ruffian  by 
“ the  throat,  and  dragged  him  to  the  dull ! What  were  the  houfe  made  of?  Who  could  lillen  in 
'■*  patience  to  fuch  abominable  fentiments — fentiments  which,  thank  God  ! were  acknowledged  by 
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tice  in  the  Iloufe  of  Commons,  that  after  the  recefs,  he  fliould' bring- forward 
a motion  tending-  to  refute  the  lying  and  malicious  alfertions  made  by  Mr. 
Fox  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.*  On  the  11th  of  April,  1797,  when 

” no  clafs  of  men  in  this  country,  except  tlie  execrable  and  infamous  neft  of  traitors  who  were 
known  by  the  name  of  United  Iriflimen,  who  fat  brooding  in  Belfafl;  over  their  difeontents  and 
treafons,  and  from  whofe  publications  he  could  trace  word  for  word  every  expreffion  the  honor- 
‘‘  able  gentleman  had  ufed.  But  the  men  of  Ireland  are  too  wife  and  too  loyal  to  be  led  aftray  by 
“ fuch  artifices : the  men  of  Ireland  know  whom  they  can  truft — they  know  who  have  been  hollow 
“ in  the  caufe.  The  men  of  Ireland  know  who  they  are  that  are  now  armed  in  their  caufe  to  de- 
fend  their  lives,  their  property,  their  families,  and  their  conftitution,  from  the  tremendous  foe 
which  threatens  all : and  the  men  of  Ireland  obferve  alfo  thofe  who  are  lying  by  in  a fufpicious 
apathy,,  as  if  wanting  but  to  view  the  event  of  the  conteft.  Who  are  they  that  have  been  fore- 
“ moft  in  arming  to  face  the  enemy  ? Not,  certainly,  the  honorable  gentleman  or  his  friends. 
“ None  of  them  were  foremoft  in  the  work  of  glory.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  does  not  pafs 
unnoticed;  his  condu£t  is  marked— it  has  given  a ftamp  to  his  chara6ter.  He  had  intended  not 
to  have  fpoken  in  this  debate ; but  it  was  impoffible  that  a man  ftanding  in  the  fituation  in  which 
‘‘  he  Hood,  could  have  heard  the  honorable  gentleman  in  filence.  He  had  wiflied  to  hear  on  this 
queftion  the  opinion  of  country  gentlemen  ; he  hoped,  however,  he  had  not  forfeited  his  claim 
to  that  charadler  by  the  office  which  he  held.” 

Mr.  Ponfonby,  in  reply,  obferved,  That  it  was  the  faffiion  of  the  time  to  charge  treafon  on 
every  man  who  differed  from  the  minifier  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  war  : he  had  that  day  been  read- 
ing  a pamphlet,  in  which  Mr.  Fox  had  been  called  a traitor,  for  advifing  a peace;  but  the 
deplorable  fituation  to  which  the  country  had  been  reduced,  was  the  beft  vindication  of  the  wif- 
“ dom  of  his  advice,  and  the  moft  convincing  proof  of  the  folly  of  his  accufer.” 

IMr.  Grattan  obferved,  “ That  as  to  the  three  fubje6ts,  he  entirely  agreed  with  his  honorable 
" friend — equality  of  trade ; but  ftill  more,  the  complete  and  abfolute  emancipation  of  the  Catho- 
lies,  and  a reform  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  parliament : that  he  was  fatisfied  of  their  import- 
“ ance  to  the  liberty  and  fafety  of  the  country ; and  he  added,  that  if  fuch  fubjefts  were  held  in 
“ this  houfe  to  be  treafonable,  it  was  an  argument  decifive  to  prove  the  neceflity  of  a fpeedy  and 
“ complete  reform.  He  added,  that  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  baronet  to  augment  the  yeo- 
” man  corps  50,000  infantry  in  addition.” 

Oil  this  day  alfo  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  begged  to  correft  a misftatement  which  had  gone  abroad, 
of  what  he  had  faid  in  a former  debate,  on  the  infurreftion  bill.  It  had  been  ftated  in  a country 
paper,  and  from  thence  copied  into  thofe  of  Dublin,  that  he  had  expreffed  a wifli  “ that  the  whole 
of  the  north  of  Ireland  were  in  open  rebellion,  that  the  government  might  cut  them  off.”  This 
had  been  very  affiduoufly  circulated,  to  the  detriment  of  his  charader  ; and  was,  he  could  confi- 
dently fay,  a falfehood.  What  he  had  faid  was,  that  there  were  certain  parts  of  the  north  of 
“ Ireland  in  a ftate  of  concealed  rebellion  ; and  that  he  wiihed  thofe  places  were  rather  in  a ftate 
of  open  rebellion,  that  the  government  might  fee  the  rebellion,  and  crufli  it.”  I have  noticed  this, 
as  it  has  been  a frequent  imputation  againft  government,  that  it  was  their  willi  to  goad  the  people 
into  rebellion,  for  the  accurfed  purpofes  of  forfeitures,  puniftiments,  and  extermination. 
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the  houfe  met  after  the  laft  adjournment,  IVIr.  Grattan  expreffed  his  expedta- 
tion,  that  the  learned  dodtor  who  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  a 
motion  relative  to  the  propofitions  in  the  Englitli  parliament  otfered  by  Lord 
IMoira  and  IMr.  Fox,  would  mention  in  due  time  the  day  on  which  he  meant 
the  attack ; it  being  his  (Mr.  Grattan’s)  fixed  opinion,  that  the  propofitions 
ofiered  by  thofe  illuftrious  perfons,  were  not  only  fti  idlly  conftitutional  and 
confiftent  with  the  moft  extenfive  idea  of  Irifli  independence,  but  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  and  the  continuation  of  the  connedlion. 
He  added,  that  the  fpeeches,  as  fet  forth  in  fome  of  the  public  prints,  and  at- 
tributed to  thofe  diftinguifiied  charadters,  were  perfedlly  warranted  by  the 
fadls,  and  in  every  point  of  view  juft  and  feafonable;  as  fuch  he  was  ready  to 
defend  them. 

And  on  the  fame  day  ]Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  prefented  the  following  mef- 
fage  from  his  excellency.* 

“ CAMDEN. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ IN  purfuance  of  the  refolution  entered  into  by  the  Houfe 
“ of  Commons,  on  the  ift  of  March,  1797,  for  raifing  towards  the  fupply 
“ granted  to  his  majefty,  thefiim  of  3,395,697/.  upon  the  terms  therein  men- 
“ tioned,  J have  given  fuch  diredlions  as  appeared  to  me  moft  proper  to  carry 
“ the  fame  into  execution ; and  I am  forry  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  found,  after 
“ the  moft  diligent  endeavours  exerted  for  thepurpofe,  that  the  fum  intended 
“ to  be  raifed  by  the  faid  refolution,  cannot  be  obtained  according  to  the 
“ terms  thereof.  I therefore  thought  it  incumbent  on  me,  that  this  houfe 
“ ftiould  be  made  acquainted  therewith,  not  doubting,  that  the  Commons  of 
“ Ireland,  attentive  to  the  honor  of  his  majefty’s  government,  and  to  the 
“ fafety  of  the  kingdom,  will  take  fuch  meafures,  as  fliall  be  moft  prudent  to 
“ carry  the  intention  of  that  falutary  refolution  into  effedl.” 

And  on  the  19th  of  the  month  another  melfage  was  delivered  by  his  excel- 
lency to  the  houfe,  which  fiiews  the  cautionary  meafures  the  government  had 
in  the  mean  time  taken,  f 

“ CAMDEN. 

“ UPON  the  information  of  the  meetings  of  certain  per- 

fons,  ftiling  themfelves  United  Irifiimen,  for  the  purpofe  of  concerting 

* 17  Pari.  Debates,  p.  466.  f Ibid.  p.  477, 
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“ plans  for  tlie  fubverfion  of  tlie  conftitution,  and  of  the  eftablillied  govern- 
nient  of  this  kingdom,  two  committees  in  the  town  of  Belfaft  have  been 
“ arreftcd,  and  their  papers  feized  : they  contain  matter  of  fo  much  import- 
ance  to  the  public  welfare,  that  I have  direflcd  them  to  be  laid  before  the 
“ Houle  of  Commons,  and  I recommend  it  to  them  to  take  the  fame  into  their 
“ ferious  conlideration.  I lhall,  in  the  mean  time,  purfue  thole  meafures, 
“ which  have  received  your  fanCtion  and  approbation,  with  unremitting  vi- 
“ gour,  and  employ  the  force  entrufled  to  me  in  the  moft  efficient  manner 
for  the  protedlion  of  his  majelry’s  faithful  fubj eels  again  ft  all  treafonable 
“ deligns,  and  for  bringing  to  condign  puniihment  thole  who  are  endeavour- 
“ ing  to  overturn  the  conftitution,  and  betray  this  country  into  the  hands  of 
“ her  enemies.”  Upon  which  Mr.  Pelham  obferved,  that  the  proper  way  for 
the  houfe  to  take  thefe  papers  into  conlideration,  would  be  to  refer  them 
to  a committee  of  fecrecy.  The  papers,  which  they  would  have  to  confider 
were  of  fuch  a nature,  that  it  was  probable  they  might  hereafter  be  produced 
in  a court  of  juftice,  for  the  conviction  of  the  perfons  in  whofe  cuflody  they 
had  been  found ; to  publilh  their  contents  would,  therefore,  tend  to  defeat 
the  ends  of  public  juftice. 

Mr.  Grattan  was  againll  a fecret  committee.  It  was  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  from  the  nature  of  this  communication  from  his  excellenc}',  that  the 
lives  and  properties  of  the  fubjeft  were  to  be  fubje6ted  to  new  meafures  of 
coercion  ; it  Avas  therefore  highly  iinjuft,  that  the  committee,  M'ho  were  to 
fuggeft  thofe  meafures,  lliould  be  fecret : for  himfelf,  he  would  never  agree 
to  commit  the  people  of  Ireland  to  the  mercy  of  a fecret  committee,  which 
would  be  in  elfe(T,  to  put  their  lives  and  fortunes  into  the  hand  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  and  this  too  at  a time  when  the  mifcondufl  of  the  minifer  in  both 
countries  was  the  fubje6l  of  very  general  complaint,  and  when  both  coun- 
tries, almoft  unanimoully,  demanded  their  difiniffal.  He  was  the  more  in- 
clined to  refill  this  application  of  minifrers  for  a fecret  committee,  of  which 
their  malignity  againfl  the  people  might  make  a convenient  inftrument, 
becaufe  he  entirely  difapproved  of  their  paft  condu6l,  and  detefted  that  fyftem, 
by  which  they  had  mifgoverned  the  country;  becaufe  he  faw  that  all  their 
meafures,  whether  parliamentary  or  military,  tended  equally  to  increafe  the 
calamities  of  the  people ; and  becaufe  he  faw'  that  each  fucceffive  meafure 
they  had  tried,  was  more  unjuft  and  unconllitutional  than  the  former. 

Mr.  Pelham’s  motion  for  a fecret  committee  was  put  and  carried  ; the  com- 
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mittee  was  ordered  to  confift  of  15,  and  to  be  appointed  by  ballot.*  An  ad- 
journment of  fome  weeks  took  place  to  accommodate  thofe  members,  and 
many  they  were,  whofe  profeffional  duties  called  them  on  the  circuits. 

Never  was  there  a more  critical  and  awful  moment  to  the  internal  ftate  of 
a kingdom : the  change  of  the  popular  mind  was  extreme.  Armagh  had  been 
for  three  or  four  years  back  the  centre  of  religious  acrimony,  bigotted  cru- 
elty, and  continued  outrage.  The  progrefs  of  the  union  had  entirely  done 
away  thefe  ferocious  etFe6ts  but  fo  little  at  this  time  was  the  bond  of  union 
confidered  treafonable,  that  at  the  Armagh  aflizes,  when  the  fpirit  and  ten- 
dency of  it  were  brought  before  the  court  on  the  trial  of  Hanlon  and  Noghei\ 
who  were  charged  of  tendering  an  unlawful  oath  or  engagement  to  become 
one  of  an  unlawful,  wicked,  and  feditious  fociety,  called  United  Irijhmen,  the 
prifoners  were  acquitted ; the.counfel  not  only  defended,  but  commended 
the  inftitution,  though  the  judge  thought  the  obligation  illegal  under  the  late 
a6t  of  parliament.!  The  acquittal  of  Dogherty,  and  the  confinement  and 

profe- 

* The  method  of  appointing  this  committee  was,  for  each  member  to  give  in  his  lift  of  15,  and 
the  committee  was  thus  appointed  of  the  following  perfons,  who  had  the  majority  of  the  ballots, 
viz.  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  D.  La  Touche,  Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford,  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  Mr.  J. 
Fofter,  Mr.  Comraiflioner  Beresford,  Lord  Caftlereagh,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Prime  Serjeant, 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr,  D.  Browne,  Lord  Boyle. 

•j-  It  is  fitting,  that  the  light  in  which  this  bond  of  union  was  at  different  periods  reprefented  to, 
and  viewed  by  the  people,  Ihould  be  known,  in  order  that  the  real  guilt  and  malice  of  the  original 
and  reflex  traitors,  may  be  feparated  from  the  impetuofity  and  entliufiafm  of  many  friends  to  civil 
and  conftitutional  liberty,  that  were  originally  engaged  in  it  from  honorable  and  meritorious  mo- 
tives, though  fome  of  tliem  were  afterwards  feduced  fpccie  refli  to  hold  their  footing,  when  they  per- 
ceived themfelves  gone  further  than  they  were  aware  of:  and  when  coercion  militated  fo  power- 
fully againft  receding. 

On  Saturday,  the  19th,  tlie  aflizes  ended,  having  lafted  an  entire  week.  There  were  in  the  jail 
to  the  amount  of  28  perfons,  charged  with  offences  ufually  imputed  to  United  Irifhmen,  of  whom, 
however,  two  trials  only  were  brought  forward.  In  the  former,  a fuborned  foldier,  who  was 
brought  forward  to  profecute  Dogherty,  was,  upon  Dogherty’s  acquittal,  put  into  the  dock  in  his 
place,  to  abide  his  trial  for  perjury.  Since  that  t-he  grand  juries  found  bills  againft  him,  and  he 
remained  in  cuftody  to  abide  his  trial. 

The  only  other  trial  was  that  of  the  King  againft  Planlon  and  Nogher,  charged  with  contempt- 
oufly,  malicioutly,  and  felonioufly  tendering  to  the  profecutor  an  unlawful  oath  or  engagement,  to 
become  one  of  an  unlawful,  wicked,  and  feditious  fociety  called  United  Irifhmen. 

One  witnefs  only  was  produced  in  fupportof  this  indiftment,  a foldier  of  the  24Lh  light  dragoons, 
of  the  name  of  Fifher,  who  fworc  to  the  adminfftration  of  an  oath,  “■  to  be  united  in  brotherhood 
V VoL.  II.  1 I “ to 


6l8 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


cutioii  of  the  fuborned  Mdtnefs,  who  alone  appeared  againft  liini,  the  an- 
ticipated confidence  of  the  acquittal  of  Hanlon  and  Nogher,  and  the  back- 
wardnefs  of  government  in  bringing  any  more  to  trial,  had  created  a fpecies 
of  triumph  in  the  pojndar  party,  either  of  the  re6litude  or  ftrength  of  their 
caufe.  On  the  fame  day  (l4th  of  April),  which  was  the  laft  day  but  one  of 
the  affizes,  the  IherifF  of  Armagh,  at  the  requeft  of  feveral  of  the  firft  gentle- 
men of  the  county,  convened  a meeting,  for  the  purpofe  of  framing  a jiroper 
addrefs  to  his  majelly  on  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  claiming  redrefs  in 
a refpeftful  manner  againll  the  grievances,  under  which  they  laboured  ; and 
fome  anonymous  and  rebellious  demagogue  publiflied  a very  inflammatory 
paper,  in  order  to  excite  the  popular  fpirit  beyond  the  claims  of  that  rational 
and  fober  freedom,  which  the  Britilh  conftitution  by  its  natural  and  un- 
checked workings  never  fails  to  afford.* 

It  appears  evident,  that  at  this  time  the  publication  of  many  opinions  and 
fentiments,  Avhich  at  former  periods  had  been  confidered  laudable  and  meri- 

" to  pull  down  the  head  clerg}',  and  half-pay  officers.”  He,  upon  his  crofs  examination,  faid,  that 
the  obligation  had  been  fhewn  and  read  to  him,  in  a fmall  book  of  four  Jeaves,  which  he  had  read 
and  would  know  again.  The  Conftitution  of  the  United  Irithmen  was  then  put  into  his  hands  by 
the  defendant’s  ccunfel,  and  he  admitted  the  teft  contained  in  it  to  be  the  fame  that  he  had  taken. 

On  the  part  of  the  prifoners,  A.T.  Stewart,  Efq.  of  Adton,  was  examined  and  crofsexamined  by  the 
crown.  The  fum  of  his  teftimony  was,  that  this  fociety  had  made  a rapid  progrefs  through  the  peo- 
ple of  all  religious  ranks  and  clafles ; that  before  its  introdudtion  into  that  country,  the  moft  horrible 
religious  perfecutions  exifted,  attended  with  murder  and  extirpation ; that  fince  its  introdudlion  thefe 
atrocities  had  fubfided,  as  far  as  he  could  learn.  He  admitted  he  had  heard  of  murders  laid  to  their 
charge,  but  could  hardly  believe  fuch  charges,  as  he  conceived  them  incompatible  with  any  thing  he 
ever,could  learn  of  the  principles  or  confequences  of  their  inftitution. 

The  jailor  was  alfo  examined,  who  faid,  that  fewer  perfons  had  been  fent  to  him  upon  charges  of 
racking  or  robbing  houfes,  or  of  murder  than  before,  and  that  he  underftood  the  religious  parties 
began  to  agree  better  together,  and  to  fight  lefs. 

There  was  no  other  material  evidence.  Mr  Curran  fpoke  an  hour  and  three  quarters,  in  defence 
of  the  United  Iriflimen. — That  he  was  delighted  to  find,  after  fo  many  of  them  had  been  immured 
in  dungeons,  without  trial,  that  at  length  the  fubjeft  had  come  fairly  before  the  world — and  that  in- 
ftead  of  being  a fyftem  of  organifed  treafon  and  murder,  it  proved  to  be  a great  bond  of  national 
union,  founded  upon  the  moft  acknowledged  principle  of  law,  and  every  facred  obligation  due  to 
our  country  and  Creator. 

Mr.  Baron  George  gave  his  opinion  decidedly,  that  the  obligation  was,  under  the  a6t  of  parlia- 
ment, illegal.  The  Jury  withdrew,  and  acquitted  the  prifoner,  and  tlius  ended  the  affizes  of 
Armagh. 

^ Both  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CIII. 
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torious,  were  deemed  turbulent,  feditious,  or  treafonable.  The  revolutionary 
doclrines  of  1088,  in  their  particnlar  bearings  upon  the  exifting  circumftances 
of  1797,  Avere  fure  marks  of  reprobation,  and  from  the  report*  of  the  fecret 
committee,  appear  to  have  been  confidered  criminal  in  their  nature,  as  well  as 
in  their  application.  When  IMr,  Pelham  communicated  the  report  of  the 
fecret  committee  to  the  houfe,  on  the  lOth  of  May,  he  obferved,  that  what 
had  then  tranfpired  mull  convince  every  man,  that  it  was  not  legiflation 
which  tliould  be  reforted  to,  to  reprefs  this  daring  and  dark  confpiracy,  but 
to  thofe  ftrong  meafures  which  the  executive  government  had  already 
adopted,  with  the  approbation  of  the  houfe.  That  report  juftified  in  the  fulleft 
extent  thofe  meafures,  and  at  the  fame  time  called  on  the  gentlemen  of  that 
houfe,  and  on  every  loyal  fubject.,  to  ftrain  every  nerve  to  put  dovm  that  fo- 
ciety;  nor  did  bethink,  formidable  as  they  might  appear,  that  there  was  any 
rcafon  to  fear,  that  the  loyalty  of  the  country  and  the  force  of  the  hate, 
Avould  not  be  fully  fufficient  to  cruhi  them.  Their  numbers,  it  was  rea- 
fonable  to  believe,  had  been  greatly  exaggerated  in  thefe  papers;  as  it  was 
plain,  that  they  tried  every  mode  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  their  deluded  fol- 
lowers, as  well  by  fallacious  ftatements  of  their  force,  as  by  the  expeftation 
of  foreign  affiftance.  For  his  own  part,  he  believed  the  great  body  of  the 
people  were  loyal,  and  he  diould  be  proud  to  exert  every  poAver  he  polfelfed 
in  oppofmg  that  band  of  daring  traitoi  s.  He  believed,  that  among  the  mem- 
bers who  formed  the  fociety  of  united  Iridimen,  there  Arere  many  much  lefs 
criminal  than  others;  many  he  believed  might  have  been  feduced  to  join 
them  by  the  fpecious  pretexts  of  reform.  See.  and  might  have  continued 
among  them  from  the  ignorance  of  their  true  defigns,  Avhich,  it  appeared,  they 
Avere  fo  defirous  of  concealing  from  the  great  body  of  their  members  : but  he 
hoped,  that  the  publication  of  that  report  Avould  open  their  eyes,  and  drew 

* 17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  522.  The  committee  again  take  occafion  to  obferve,  that  it  appears  from 
thefe.  papers,  that  the  united  Iriflimen  made  a pretext  of  reform  and  emancipation,  to  cover  a defign 
to  fubvert  inftead  of  amending  the  conftitution,  to  confifeate  property  and  extinguilh  the  pofleflbrs 
ot  it  j and  tliis  they  infer,  arguendo,  from  the  circumftance,  that  thefe  two  objedls  have  not  been 
mentioned  in  thefe  papers  as  the  end  of  their  inftitution.  In  further  corroboration  of  this  opinion, 
they  tranferibe  a paper  called  the  Donaghadee  Refolutions,  in  whieh  it  is  emphatically  Rated  “ to 
''  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  beft  ftatefmen,  philofophers,  and  divines,  that  all  power  originates 
with  the  people  j that  when  tyrants  ufurp  power,  or  governors  legitimately  conflituted  degenerate 
into  tyrants,  it  becomes  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  people  to  take  arms  to  wreft  that  power 
from  the  hands  which  abufe  it,  and  reftore  it  to  thofe  to  whom  it  of  right  belongs.  See.  &c.” 

4 I 2 them 


620 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


them  the  danger  and  the  crimes  into  which  they  were  haftening.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  that  this  report  be  communicated  to  the  committee  of  the 
lords,  and  that  it  be  printed,  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  15th  of  May,  1797,  was  a day  of  peculiar  importance  to  the  fate  of 
Ireland.  The  great  queftion  of  parliamentary  reform  flood  for  that  day. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby  had  moll  urgently  been  preffed  by  government  not  to 
bring  forward  that  fubjedl  in  the  moment  of  fo  alarming  a ferment  of  the 
public  mind.  He,  however,  differed  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  Treafury 
Bench  upon  the  propriety  of  agitating  the  queftion  at  that  particular  junc- 
ture, deeming  it  indifpenfably  neceffary  then,  above  all  other  times,  to  agitate 
and  to  adopt  that  meafure  as  the  only  efficient  means  of  enfuring  the  reftora- 
tion  of  peace,  confidence,  and  profperity  to  the  country.  The  galleries  had 
overflowed  at  an  early  hour,  and  the  fpeaker  took  the  chair  precifely  at  four 
o’clock,  when  Lord  Caftlereagh  pre-occupied  the  attention  of  the  houfe  by 
moving,  that  the  addrefs  of  the  lords  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  treafonable  papers, 
be  then  taken  into  confideration.  The  addrefs  contained  flrong  expreffions 
of  the  loyalty  and  affedion  of  the  houfe ; alluded  in  very  flrong  terms  to  the 
enormity  and  extent  of  that  traitorous  confpiracy;  thanked  his  majefly  for 
the  meafures  which  had  been  already  taken  for  reftoring  the  due  obfervation 
of  the  laws,  and  recommended  to  his  adoption  the  mofl  fevere  meafures  for 
the  complete  fuppreffion  of  thefe  dangerous  diforders.  His  lordffiip  animad- 
verted on  the  danger  of  the  confpiracy  with  much  vehemence,  and  con- 
cluded by  a motion,  “ that  the  commons  fhould  agree  Avith  their  lordfliips  in 
“ that  addrefs.” 

Mr.  Smith  moved  an  amendment,  that  liis  majefty  Avould  ufe  conciliatory 
meafures  to  remove  every  pretext  of  difeontent  from  the  Avell-difpofed,  as  Avell 
as  meafures  of  coercion  for  the  prevention  and  puniffiment  of  confpiracy 
and  treafon ; urging  the  neceffity  of  corre6ling  abufes,  as  Avell  as  adopting 
flrong  laAV'S  to  reprefs  difafFe6lion. 

This  introduced  much  very  animated  conATifation  from  Mr.  George  Pon- 
fonby, Mr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  Jephfon,  Mr.  Grattan,  and  Mr.  Hoare,  AAdio  fup- 
ported  the  amendment ; and  the  attorney  general,  Mr.  Denis  BroAvne,  Mr. 
Egan,  Sir  B.  Roche,  Mr.  Alexander,  IVIeflrs.  J.  and  ]\I.  Beresford,  Mr.  Ogle, 
Mr.  Toler,  and  Mr.  Amnefty,  Avho  oppofed  it.* 

The 

* 7 Pari.  Deb.  p.  629.  The  moft  contentious  topic  In  the  debate  was  anexpreffion  which  fell 
fiom  Mr.  Fletcher,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  in  which  he  faid,  that  if  coercive  meafures  were  to 
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The  queftion  of  parliamentary  reform  was  brought  on  by  Mr;  William 
Brabazon  Ponfonby,  by  firft  reading  his  feveral  propofitions,  before  he  fpe- 
cifically  moved  any  of  them.  They  were  to  the  following  effedl : 

“ Refolved,  That  it  is  indifpenfably  necelfary  to  a fundamental  reform  of 
“ the  reprefentation,  that  all  difabilities,  on  account  of  religion,  be  for  ever 
“ abolilhed ; and  that  Catholics  fliall  be  admitted  into  the  legiflature,  and 
“ all  the  great  offices  of  hate,  in  the  fame  extent,  &c.  as  Proteftants  now 
“ are. 

“ That  it  is  the  indifpenfable  right  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  be  fully  and 
“ fairly  reprefented  in  parliament. 

“ That  in  order  that  the  people  may  be  fully  enabled  to  exercife  that  right, 
“ the  privilege  of  returning  members  for  cities,  boroughs,  &c.  in  the  prefent 
“ form  fliall  ceafe ; that  each  county  be  divided  into  diftridts,  confilting  of 
“ 6000  houfes  each,  each  diftricl  to  return  two  members  to  parliament. 

“ That  all  perfons  pofleffing  freehold  property  to  the  amount  of  40s.  per 

“ annum;  all  pofleffed  of  leafehold  interefls,  of  the  annual  value  of ; 

“ all  pofleffed  of  a houfe,  of  the  value  of ; all  who  have  refided  for  a 

“ certain  number  of  years  in  any  great  city  or  town,  following  a trade;  and 
“ all  who  fliall  be  free  of  any  city,  &c.  by  birth,  marriage,  or  fervitude,  fliall 

vote  for  members  of  parliament. 

“ That  feats  in  parliament  fliall  endure  for number  of  years.” 

IMr.  Pelham  applauded  the  candid  manner,  in  Avhich  the  honorable  mover 


be  purfued,  the  whole  country  muft  be  coerced,  for  tire  fpirit  of  infurredtion  had  pervaded  every 
part  of  it, 

Mr.  M.  Beresford  ordered  the  clerk  to  take  down  thefe  words,  and  the  gallery  was  inftantly 
cleared.  When  ftrangers  were  again  admitted,  the  debate  on  the  addrefs  Hill  con  tinned,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  it  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  thought  himfelf  called  on  to  defend  the  fecret  committee 
againft  an  affertion,  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Fletcher  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech.  The  aflertion 
was,  in  fubftance,  that  he  feared  the  people  would  be  led  to  look  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  as 
fabricated  rather  to  juftify  the  paft  meafures  of  government,  than  to  Bate  fafts ! 

Mr.  Fletcher  contended,  that  he  had  a right  to  animadvert  on  the  report,  but  difclaimed  any  de- 
fign  of  imputing  any  thing  unfair  to  the  members  of  that  committee  individually. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  altercation,  which  followed  on  this  fubjeft,  Mr.  Toler  threatened,  and  ac- 
tually did  move  an  abftvaiT  refolution,  declaring,  that  the  imputation  conveyed  in  tliofe  words  (of 
Mr.  Fletcher)  was  an  unfounded  calumny  on  the  report.  He  was  at  length,  however,  perfuaded  to 
withdraw  his  motion.  The  houfe  then  divided  on  Mr.  Smith’s  amendment,  which  was  loft  without 
a divifion. 


bad 
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had  put  the  houfe  completely  into  poffeffion  of  his  whole  plan ; but  thought 
the  queftion  ought  not  to  be  agitated,  whilft  a part  of  the  country  was  in  a 
ftate  of  rebellion,  and  a moft  dangerous  confpiracy  exifted  in  it,  as  appeared 
by  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee.  He  therefore  moved  an  adjournment, 
A very  heated  debate*  enfued,  which  lafted  till  five  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
when  the  houfe  divided,  170  for  the  adjournment,  and  30  only  againft  it. 
fThe  rigor  of  military  government  was  firfi;  enforced  under  General  Lake 

ill 

* This  fubjeft  having  been  fo  often  debated,  I repeat  no  part  of  the  debate.  The  only  new 
point  made  feemed  to  be  the  adtual  effedls  of  the  coercion,  that  had  for  fome  time  been  fyftemati- 
cally  adopted.  The  language  of  government  was,  the  people  mujl  be  fitbdued,  before  they  f tall  be  re- 
lieved ; and  neither  Catholic  emancipation  nor  parliamentary  reform  can  be  now  granted,  becaufe 
they  are  made  the  pretences  for  infurreSion  and  rebellion.  Mr.  Grattan,  who  fpoke  laft  in  the  de- 
bate, faid  (17  Pari.  Deb.  jo.  56?),  “ I have  in  my  hand  a paper  figned  by  nine  hundred  perfons, 
confiderable  men  in  bufinefs,  and  northern  merchants,  cont'-ining  the  following  refolutions,  in 
“ fubftance  : ‘ That  they  conceive  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  difeontent  to  be  the  miferable  ftate  of 
^ the  reprefentation  j that  the  difeontent  and  fuffering  will  continue  until  parliament  fliall  be  re- 
^ formed,  and  that  they  will  perfift  in  the  purfult  of  that  objedt,  and  will  not  lofe  fight  of  it  by 
' cavils  at  the  plan,  but  will  expedt  and  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  a plan  as  does  fubftantially  reftore  to 
the  community  the  right  of  eledting  the  Houfe  of  Commons — fecuring  its  independence  againft 
the  influence  of  the  crown— limiting  the  duration  of  parliament,  and  extending  to  his  majefty’s 
‘ fubjedts  the  privileges  of  the  conftitution,  without  diftindion  of  religion.’  Such  a plan  w'e  offer 
you  j that  is  our  plan  of  peace,  our  idea  of  ftrength  and  union  againft  a foreign  enemy : we  con- 
“ ceive,  that  all  your  other  plans  have  failed ; you  tried  them — you  tried  your  revenue,  and  you 
“ failed;  you  tried  your  public  credit — it  has  failed;  you  tried  your  armed  force — it  has  failed; 

you  have  attempted  to  combat  democracy  by  armies,  and  you  failed;  you  fen t armies  againft 
“ your  enemies  to  combat  that  principle,  and  you  failed;  you  lent  armies  againft  your  people,  and 
" you  failed.  You  conquered  your  laws  indeed ; you  conquered  the  perlbn  of  the  fubjedt — but  you 
“ could  not  fubdue  his  mind — you  could  not  conquer  the  paflion  or  the  principle  : on  the  contrary, 
" you  inflamed  both.  What  then  remains  ? Try  this  plan — reform  the  parliament.” 

t As  Mr.  Grattan  viewed  the  fubjeft  he  thus  enumerated  the  eft’edls  produced  by  that  fyftem  of 
coercion,  which  he  called  upon  tire  government  to  change.  “ But,”  laid  he,  “ gentlemen  chiefly 
” rely  on  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee,  and  alledge,  that  a confpiracy  appears  from  that  re- 
port  to  have  eftabliflied  itfelf  in  a way  fo  extenfive  and  formidable,  as  to  render  any  eonciliatory 
” meafure  inadmiflible;  ' they  muft  be  fubdued  before  they  fliall  be  relieved  fueh  are  the  w'ords 
” of  gentlemen — dangerous  and  inconfiderate  words  ! But  from  that  very  report,  I draw  a con- 
“ elufion  diametrically  oppofite;  from  that  report,  I conclude,  that  parliamentary  reform  is  not 
merely  eligible,  but  abfolutely  indifpenfable  ; in  that  report,  and  from  the  fpeeches  of  gentlemen, 
“ we  learn,  that  a confpiracy  has  exifted  for  fome  years;  that  it  was  corapofed  originally  of  perfons 
“ of  no  powerful  or  extenfive  influence  ; and  yet  thefe  men,  under  profecution  and  difeounte- 
“ nance,  have  been  fo  extended  as  to  reach  every  county  in  the  kingdom;  to  levy  a great  army  ; 

“ to 
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in  the  northern  diftri6t,  where  he  commanded  : many  feizures  of  concealed 
arms  and  ammunition  were  made.  In  the  execution  of  thefe  orders,  fome 
barbarous  outrages  were  committed  by  the  military,  which  tended  to  inflame 
and  exafperate  the  minds  of  the  people,  which  were  already  too  highly  in- 
flamed. Not  only  fome  women  and  children  had  been  murdered,  but  the 
hordes  of  fome  refpeftable  perfons  M’eve  pillaged  and  demoliflicd,  upon  the 
bare  fufpicion  of  their  being  United  Irilhmen.*  Oreat  difcontent  was  created 

in 

to  provide  arms  and  ammunition;  and  to  alarm,  as  the  report  dates,  the  exiftence  of  the  govern- 
“ ment,  with  the  number  of  its  profelytes,  procured  by  thefe  two  popular  fubjedts — parliamentary 
“ reform,  and  Catholic  emancipation.  It  appears,  then,  that  they  have  recruited  by  thefe  topics, 
“ and  have  fpread  their  influence,  notwithflanding  your  fyflem  of  coercion  every  where;  that 
“ notwithflanding  your  convention  bill  of  1793,  that  this  convention  has  grown;  that  notwith- 
“ ftanding  your  gunpowder  act,  it  has  armed  and  encreafed  its  military  flores  under  that  a6t ; that 
“ notwithflanding  your  infurredtion  a6t,  another  bill  to  difarm,  it  has  greatly  added  to  its  maga- 
“ zines ; and  that  notwithflanding  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus  bill,  and  General  Lake’s 
” proclamation,  it  has  multiplied  its  profelytes.  I fliould  have  alked,  had  I been  on  the  fecret 

committee,  whether  the  number  of  united  Iriflimen  had  not  encreafed  very  much  fince  General 

Lake’s  proclamation,  and  by  General  Lake’s  proclamation.  It  appears,  I fay,  from  that  report, 
“ that  jufl  as  your  fyflem  of  coercion  advanced,  the  United  Irifhmen  advanced;  that  the  meafures 
" you  took  to  coerce,  flrengthened ; to  difperfe,  colleSed;  to  difarm,  armed;  to  render  them 
“ weak  and  odious,  made  them  popular  and  powerful : whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  you  have 
" loaded  parliament  and  government  with  the  odium  of  an  oppreflive  fyflem,  and  with  the  further 
" odium  of  rejetfling  thefe  two  popular  topics,  which  you  allow  are  the  mofl  likely  to  gain  the  heart 
“ of  the  nation,  and  be  the  beloved  objedts  of  the  people,” 

Mr.  Grattan  clofed  his  fpeech  and  the  debate  with  thefe  w'ords  : We  have  offered  you  our 

“ meafure;  you  will  rejeft  it : we  deprecate  yours  ; you  will  perfevere  ; having  no  hopes  left  to 
“ perfuade  or  dilfuade,  and  having  difcharged  our  duty,  -we  Jhall  trouble  you  no  more,  and  after  this 
“ day  Jhall  not  attend  the  Houfe  of  Commons."  17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  570. 

* It  is  not  my  objedl  to  rehearfe  every  feat  of  cruelty  or  outrage  committed  either  by  the  military 
or  the  rebels : there  are  too  many,  alas,  on  both  fides.  I would  not  be  thought  to  hazard  general 
aifertlons  loofely ; and  therefore  merely  mention  fome  few  inflances,  which  began  as  early  as  the 
Spring  of  1797  : In  the  barony  of  Lower  Orion,  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  one  Birch,  under  a mi- 
litary efcort  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  was  cut  down  by  the  ferjeant,  and  died  of  his  wounds ; 
the  pretext  was,  that  fome  countrymen  attraifled  by  curiofity  came  near  them  and  intended  to  at- 
tempt a refeue  : and  on  the  night  of  the  wake  of  the  deceafed,  fome  foldiers,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Sparrow,  broke  into  the  houfe,  took  out  the  corpfe,  and  feverely  wounded  and  mangled 
thofe  who  were  in  the  houfe.  The  colonel  was  tried  and  found  guilty,  though  he  had  the  king’s 
pardon  in  his  pocket,  which  he  produced  upon  the  fentence  being  pronounced  againfl  him.  A 
party  of  the  Eflex  fencibles  burnt  the  houfe  and  furniture  of  one  Potter,  a refpedable  farmer,  be- 
caufe  his  wife,  who  had  feven  infant  children,  either  would  not  or  could  not  tell  where  her  hulband 
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in  the  north,  by  a proclamation  publiflied  by  General  Lake  on  the  13tb  of 
IMarch,  1797,*  which  was  made  in  confequence  of  a letter  written  to  him  by 
Mr.  Pelham,  fetting  forth  the  alarming  and  defperate  Rate  of  the  north.  The 
newfpaper,  called  the  Morning  Star,  which  was  publiflied  at  Belfafl,  was  the 
paper  into  which  all  the  bold  attacks  upon  the  minifters  and  publications  in 
favor  of  liberty  found  their  way  : it  was  of  courfe  extremely-obnoxious  to 
government.  The  proprietors  of  it,  Robert  and  William  Simms,  had  been 
fome  time  (i,  e.  from  the  5th  of  February)  committed  to  Nev^gate  in  Dublin, 
under  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Coi'pus  Act.  The  perfon,  who  then  con- 
duced the  paper  having  been  required,  refufed  to  infert  a paragraph  in  it, 
which  refleCed  on  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Belfaft : the  next  morning  a 
detachment  of  the  military  iffned  very  orderly  from  the  barracks,  attacked 
the  printing  office,  and  utterly  demoliffied  every  part  of  it.f  Several  other 
outrages  were  committed  by  the  military  on  the  inhabitants  of  Belfaft : the 
houfe  of  Cunningham  Gregg,  Efq.  was  deftroyed  with  impunity,  and  with- 
out any  pretext  or  provocation  for  fuch  an  outrage.  The  harflmefs  of  this 
military  defpotifni  drove  many  to  defperation,  who  had  till  then  been  loyally 
and  peaceably  difpofed.  No  European  nation  more  keenly  fympathizes  with  the 
fufferings  of  their  unoffending  relatives  than  the  Iriffi;  none  more  prompt  to 
make  the  refentment  of  them  a common  caufe.  It  has  been  before  :{:  remarked, 
by  the  king’s  attorney  general,  that  there  is  no  nation  under  the  fun,  that  love 
equal  and  indifferent  juftice  better  than  the  Irifh ; or  will  reft  better  fatisfied 
with  the  execution  thereof,  although  it  be  againft  themfelves.  If  thefe  fenti- 
ments  ftill  mark  the  national  charaCeriftic  (experience  daily  fliews  they  do), 
it  is  difficult  to  prove,  that  the  fyftem  of  fending  unarraigncd  perfons  on 
board  the  tenders,  and  flagellating  and  torturing  untried  individuals  to  ex- 
tort confeffions  either  of  themfelves  or  others,  of  burning  and  deftroying  the 
houfes  and  property  of  perfons  either  flightly  fufpcCed,  or  malicioufly 

was.  Another  party  of  the  fame  regiment  quartered  at  Ennillcillen,  broke  open  tlie  houfe  of  Far- 
mer Durman,  at  two  o’clock,  murdered  one  and  ^vounded  another  of  his  fons  whilft  in  bed.  The 
like  outrages  were  committed  at  Coolairll  upon  one  Price  an  innkeeper,  and  his  daughter,  who  were 
both  dangeroutly  wounded. 

* Both  this  letter  and  the  proclamation  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CIV. 

f It  is  credibly  reported,  that  after  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Morning  Star  Printing  Office,  an  offi- 
cer, high  in  command,  exclaimed  in  triumph,  We  may  now  do  as  we  pleafe,  for  as  the  Star  is 
“ demoliihed,  no  other  paper  dares  to  publilli  any  act  we  may  do.” 

I Viz.  Sir  John  Davies,  i vol.  p.  22. 
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charged,  of  infliding  punifliments  on  men,  committing  outrages  on  women, 
and  devaftating  houfes,  villages,  and  M'liole  diftrifts  with  impunity,  under  the. 
femblance  of  law  and  countenance  of  government,  fliould  not  goad  a people 
of  warm  and  quick  fenfibility  into  hatred,  revenge,  and  frenzy,  rather  than 
reclaim  them  from  raflmefs,  or  reduce  them  to  mildnefs  and  obedience.  It 
Avas  however  the  avowed  opinion  of  government,  that  the  treafon  was  in 
the  courfe  of  the  winter  179^,  and  the  fpring  of  1797)  too  deeply  rooted  to 
yield  to  the  remedy  of  the  law,  even  where  it  was  put  in  force  by  the  ma- 
gillrates  Avith  activity.*  Such  an  alfumption  Avas  prominently  calculated  to 
^ open  the  door  to  the  ftrongeft  meafures,  and  the  general  command  given  to 
the  civil  and  military  officers  by  proclamation  to  ufe  the  exertions  of  their 
utmoft  force,  and  to  oppofe  Avith  their  full  power  all  fuch  as  ffiould  refift 
them  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  Avhich  Avas  to  fearch  for  and  feize  con- 
cealed arms,  admitted  of  a latitude  of  power,  not  very  likely  to  be  tempe- 
rately regulated  by  raAV  troops  let  in  upon  a country  denounced  rebellious, 
and  devoted  to  military  rigor,  as  a neceHary  fubftitute  for  the  inefficacy  of 
the  municipal  law.  A regiment  of  cavalry,  called  the  Antient  Britons^  com- 
manded by  Sir  Watkin  William  Wynne,  Avere  at  all  times  prominently  con- 
fpicuous  for  the  rigorous  execution  of  any  orders  for  devaftation,  deftruction, 
or  extermination.  They  were  marked  for  it  by  the  rebels,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  the  rebellion  they  Arere  cut  to  pieces  almoft  to  a man. 

In  this  convulfed  hate  of  the  nation,  the  difference  of  opinion  betAveen  the 
two  parties  in  parliament  Avas  not  upon  the  neceffity,  but  upon  the  likelieft 
mode  of  reftoring  tranquillity.  The  opinions  and  meafures  of  government 
Avere  uniformly  adopted,  and  unexceptionably  a6ted  upon : they  therefore 
produced  their  effe6ts.  Whether  or  no  an  oppofite  fyftem  of  conciliation,  if 
a6led  upon,  Avould  hav’e  prevented  the  calamities,  Avhich  afterAvards  enfued, 
hill  rehs  in  doubt,  as  every  theory  effentially  muh.'l'  The  fecret  committee 

have 

* Report  of  fecret  committee  in  1788.  17  Com.  Journ.  p.  899. 

f If  an  individual  from  clofe  attention  to  all  the  circumftances  of  the  late  tranfaftions  may  pre- 
fume to  offer  his  opinion,  it  is,  that  a fyftem  of  conciliation  would  not  have  diverted  fome  of  the 
leading  and  moft  inveterate  traitors  from  their  ambitious  and  nefarious  projects  ; but  it  would  have 
defeated  them  by  regaining  and  fecuring  to  government  the  great  mafs  of  the  people,  without  whofe 
concurrence  thefe  arch-rebels  muft  have  dropped  their  iniquitous  defigns.  They  confequently 
wiftied  for  nothing  more  than  a continuance  and  even  aggravation  of  that  fyftem  of  coercive  irrita- 

VoL.  II.  ' 4 K tion. 
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have  made  an  aflertion,  though  without  any  voucher  for  its  truth,  that  contra- 
didls  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Stewart  of  Acton  above  referred  to  giv'en  on  oath, 
namely,  that  fmce  the  eftablifliment  of  the  union  the  atrocities  formerly  fo 
frequent  in  thofe  parts  had  greatly  fubfided.  Of  the  quantity  of  arms,  which 
appeared  by  their  own  reports  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  difaffedted,  compara- 
tively few  were  obtained  by  the  fearch  then  made  in  Ulfter  by  General  Lake’s 
orders;  and  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  previoufly  to,  and  during  the  circuit 
which  took  place  in  the  month  of  April,  1797,  acts  of  violence  of  every  de- 
fcription  became  more  frequent,  and  were  at  the  fame  time  fo  fyftematically 
directed,  with  a view  to  (top  the  courfe  of  criminal  jiilhce  againft  the  United 
Irithmen,  that  the  crown  profecutions  in  the  ditlurbed  counties  proved  from 
their  failure  an  encouragement  rather  than  a reftraint  upon  the  treafonable 
proje6ts  of  the  party. 

The  report  of  the  fecret  committee  was  foon  after  folloAved  by  a proclama- 
tion, which  after  reciting  many  a6ls  of  outrage  and  rebellion  that  had  been 
committed,  and  offering  pardon,  with  certain  exceptions,  to  all  perfons  guilty 
of  the  faid  offences,  who  Ihould  furrender  within  the  period  of  a month,  and 
give  fecurity  for  their  future  good  behaviour,  declared,  that  the  civil  power 
had  proved  ineffectual,  and  that  it  became  neceffary  to  employ  the  military 
force  for  the  immediate  fuppreffion  of  fuch  rebellious  attempts.  Notwith- 
ftanding  which,  meaffire  of  mercy  and  warning  to  the  difaffected,  in  the  latter 
end  of  May,  a general  infurreCtion  in  UHter  was  decided  on,  and  the  plan  of 
attack  for  each  county  arranged. 

That  proclamation,  which  was  publillied  on  the  17th  of  IMay,  was  fent  to 
Lord  Carhampton,  with  a letter  from  JMr.  Pelham,  011  the  I8th  of  IMay,  in 
confequence  of  which  his  lordfliip  immediately  publidied  the  following  or- 
der. “ In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  lord  lieutenant  in  council,  it  is  the 
“ commander  in  chief’s  commands,  that  the  military  do  aCl'^  without  waiting 

“ for 

tion.  The  alienation  of  every  heart  from  government  was  an  acqeffion  to  their  ftrength.  I do  not 
attribute  this  determined  malice  to  every  one  of  the  gentlemen,  who  unfortunately  engaged  in  the 
union.  I believe  that  a change  of  fyftem  would  have  reclaimed  feveral. 

* A very  favage  abufe  of  this  latitude  of  power  appears  in  the  following  inftance.  Information 
had  been  lodged,  that  a houfe  near  Newry  contained  concealed  arms ; a party  of  the  Ancient 
Britons  repaired  to  the  houfe  ; but  not  finding  the  object  of  their  fearch,  they  fet  it  on  fire  : the 
peafantry  of  the  neighbourhood  came  running  from  all  fides  to  extinguiflr  the  flames,  believing  the 

fire 
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for  dii-e«?t:ions  from  the  civil  magiftrates  in  difperfing  any  tumultuous  or 
“ unlawful  alfemblies  of  perfons  threatening  the  peace  of  the  realm,  and  tlie 
“ fafety  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  majefly’s  loyal  fuhjects  wherefoever 
collected.”*  We  are  further  informed  by  the  fecret  committee,  that  the 
intention  of  a general  infurreClion  tranfpired,  and  was  defeated  by  the  a6live 
exertions  of  the  army  ; notwithftanding  which  a partial  rifing  did  take  place 
near  the  mountains  in  the  county  of  Down,  where  the  infurgents,  finding 
themfelves  unfupported,  foon  difperfed.  The  effect  of  the  meafures  then 
adopted  was  immediately  felt ; the  arms  of  the  difalfecled  by  necelfary  acts 
of  coercion  were  collected  throughout  the  province  in  great  numbers;  the 
loyal  were  encouraged  to  declare  themfelves;  fuch  as  had  been  mified,  came 
in  crowds  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  of  pardon,  which  was  now 
extended  for  another  month  ; outrage  ceafed,  and  public  confidence  was  fo 
far  reftored  throughout  LTlfter  in  the  courfe  of  the  months  of  July  and  Au- 
guft,  that  the  laws  were  adminiftered  Muth  effect  in  the  different  counties 
during  the  fummer  circuit,  and  the  manufacturing  induftry  of  the  country 
Aras  reftored  to  its  ufual  vigor  during  the  remainder  of  that  year  : and  during 
and  fubfequent  to  the  fummer  alfizes,  the  civil  authority  Avas  found  through- 
out Ulfter  fully  adequate  to  the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace,  and  all  mi- 
litary interference  Avas  generally  difeontinued  from  that  period. 

Henceforward  alfo  the  inferior  focieties  of  L^nited  Irilhmen,  in  general, 
difeontinued  their  meetings ; the  people  applied  themfelves  to  their  ordinary 
occupations;  and  though  fome  of  the  higher  committees  were  kept  alive  by 
the  a6tiA^e  leaders  in  the  treafon,  yet  for  fcA’cral  months  only  a proportion  of 
the  counties  of  LTlfter  Avere  reprefented  in  the  provincial  committee ; the 
others  refufed  to  fend  delegates;  little  money  Avas  colledted  ; they  could  not 
fucceed  in  reviving  the  inferior  focieties  ; although  they  encouraged  each 
other  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  again  into 
action  in  cafe  the  enemy  Ihould  land,  they  Avere  not  able  to  make  any  ini- 

fire  to  have  been  accidental  5 it  was  the  firfi  military  conflagration  in  that  part  of  the  country.  As 
they  came  up  they  were  attacked  in  all  directions,  and  ci;t  down  by  the  fencibles  : thirty  were 
killed,  among  whom  were  a woman  and  two  children.  An  old  man  of  feventy  years  of  age,  feeing 
the  dreadful  flaughter  of  his  neighbours  and  friends,  fled  for  fafety  to  fome  adjacent  rocks  ; he  was 
purlued,  and  though  on  his  knees  imploring  mercy,  his  head  was  cut  off  at  a blow. 

* The  proclamation  and  Mr.  Pelham’s  letter,  which  preceded  and  occafioned  this  order,  are  to  be 
feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CV. 
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preffioii  of  confequence  till  the  infurreftion  in  Leinfter  was  on  the  point  of 
breakins:  forth  ; Rich  the  committee  Rated  to  be  the  benehcial  confequences 
arifmg  from  the  meafures  adopted  in  the  j^ar  1797-  The  leaders  of  the 
treafon,  apprehenfive  leR  the  enemy  might  be  difcouraged  from  any  further 
plan  of  invafion,  by  the  loyal  difpofition  manifefted  throughout  Munflerand 
Connaught  on  their  former  attempt,  determined  to  dire6l  all  their  exertions 
to  the  propagation  of  the  fyflem  in  thofe  provinces,  which  had  hitherto  been 
but  partially  infe6ted.  With  this  view  emiffaries  were  fent  into  the  fouth 
and  weR  in  great  numbers,  of  whofe  fuccefs  in  forming  new  focieties  and 
adminiRering  the  oaths  of  the  union,  there  were  in  the  courfe  of  fome  few 
months,  but  too  evident  proofs  in  the  introduction  of  the  fame  diRurbances 
and  enormities  into  Munfter,  with  which  the  northern  province  had  been  fo 
feverely  vifited. 

In  May,  1797,  although  numbers  had  been  fworn  both  in  MunRer  and 
Leinfter,  the  Rrength  of  the  organization,  exclufively  of  UlRer,  lay  chiefly  in 
the  metropolis,  and  in  the  neighbouring  counties  of  Dublin,  Kildare,  Meath, 
WeRmeath,  and  the  King’s  County.  It  was  very  obfervable,  that  the  coun- 
ties, in  which  defenderifm  had  prevailed,  eafily  became  converts  to  the 
new  doctrines;  and  in  the  fummer  of  1797  the  ufual  concomitants  of  this 
■fpecies  of  treafon,  namely,  the  plundering  houfes  of  arms,  the  fabrication  of 
pikes,  and  the  murder  of  thofe  who  did  not  join  their  party,  began  to  appear 
in  the  midland  counties. 

In  order  to  engage  the  peafantry  in  the  fouthern  counties,  particularly  in 
the  counties  of  Waterford  and  Cork,  the  more  eagerly  in  their  caufe,  the  United 
Iriflimen  found  it  expedient  in  urging  their  general  principles,  to  dwell  with 
peculiar  energy  on  the  fuppofed  oppreflivenefs  of  tithes  (Avhich  had  been  the 
pretext  for  the  old /iF/ziife  jBq?/^’ infurreClions.)  And  it  is  obfervable,  that 
in  addition  to  the  aCts  of  violence  ufually  reforted  to  by  the  party  for  the  fur- 
therance of  their  purpofes,  the  ancient  practice  of  burning  the  corn,  and 
houghing  the  cattle  of  thofe,  againR  whom  their  refentmeiit  was  directed, 
A\  as  revived,  and  very  generally  praCtifed  in  thofe  counties. 

With  a view  to  excite  the  refentment  of  the  Catholics,  and  to  turn  that 
refentmeiit  to  the  purpofes  of  the  party,  fabricated  and  falfe  teRs  were  repre- 
fented  as  having  been  taken  to  exterminate  Catholics,  and  were  induRrioufly 
diffeminated  by  the  emiffaries  of  the  treafon  throughout  the  provinces  of 
LeinRer,  MunRer,  and  Connaught.  Reports  were  frequently  circulated 

amongR 
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amongft  the  ignorant  of  the  Catholic  perfuafion,  that  large  bodies  of  men 
were  coming  to  put  them  to  death.  This  fabrication,  however  extravagant 
and  abfurd,  was  one  among  the  many  wicked  means,  by  which  the  deluded 
peafantry  were  engaged  the  more  rapidly  and  deeply  in  the  treafon. 

This  honorable  teftimony  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics  of  the  three  pro- 
vinces of  Leinfter,  Munfter,  and  Connaught,  is  an  authentic  admiffion  by 
the  fecret  committee,  that  the  Catholic  body  was  not  at  all  implicated  in 
that  rebellion  and  treafon,  which  had  then  been  fo  repeatedly  proclaimed  to 
exift  in  the  north.  It  alfo  proves  the  execrable  hypocrify,  with  whieh  thofe 
leaders  of  the  rebellion  endeavoured  to  connect  themfelves  with  every  de- 
fcription  of  perfons,  to  feize  on  their  paffions,  and  diredt  them  to  their  own 
traitorous  purpofes.  Their  objedts  were  to  prepare  the  people  by  difaffec- 
tion  to  unite  with  the  enemy  in  eafe  of  a future  landing,  and  to  difpofe  the 
enemy  to  take  advantage  of  the  difcontents  of  the  people,  whilft  they  were 
in  actual  fermentation. 

In  thefpring  of  1797  the  executive  of  the  union  thinking  the  French  di- 
latory in  their  preparations,  difpatched  Mr.  Lewins  as  a confidential  perfon 
to  prefs  for  affiftance.  This  agent  left  London  in  March,  and  proceeded  to 
Hamburgh,  but  did  not  reach  Paris  till  the  end  of  May  or  beginning  of 
June,  from  which  time  he  continued  to  be  the  accredited  minifter  of  the  Irifli 
LTnion  to  the  French  Diredtory.  And  in  the  fummer  of  1797  the  executive  of 
theU^nion,  apprehenfive  left  a premature  infurredtion  in  the  north  before  the 
promifed  fuccours  from  France  could  arrive  might  difappoint  their  profpedts, 
thought  it  neceflary  to  fend  a fecond  agent  to  the  French  government,  to- 
urge  with  increafed  earneftnefs,  that  the  promifed  afliftance  fliould  be  imme- 
diately fent.  He  left  Dublin  in  the  end  of  June,  and  prefented  himfelf  Avith 
the  neceftary  letters  of  credence  to  the  French  minifter  at  Hamburgh.  IMeet- 
ing  Avith  fome  difficulty  in  obtaining  a paffport  to  proceed  to  Paris,  he 
delivered  to  the  minifter  of  the  republic  a memoir  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Diredtory. 

This  agent  Avas  authorized  to  give  France  alfurances  of  being  repaid  the 
full  expences  of  any  future  armament  flie  might  fend  to  Ireland,  as  Avell  as 
of  the  laft,  Avhich  had  mifcarried ; to  be  raifed  by  the  confifcation  of  the  lands 
of  the  church,  of  the  property  of  all  thofe,  Avho  ftiould  oppofe  themeafures  of 
the  party.  He  Avas  alfo  particularly  charged  to  negociate,  if  poffible,  a loan 
on  the  above  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  half  a million,  or  at  leaft  three  hun- 
dred 
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died  tlioufand  pounds,  for  the  immediate  purpofes  of  tlie  Union;  and  direc- 
tions were  given  to  him,  that  in  cafe  France  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  ad- 
vance fo  large  a Run,  he  Riould  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  court  of  Spain  for  that 
purpofe. 

It  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  the  executive  of  the  Union,  though 
defirous  of  obtaining  affiftance  in  men,  arms,  and  money,  yet  were  averfe  to 
a greater  force  being  fent  than  might  enable  them  to  fubvert  the  government, 
and  retain  the  power  of  the  country  in  their  own  hands ; but  that  the  French 
ihewed  a decided  difinclination  at  all  times  to  fend  any  force  to  Ireland,  ex- 
cept Rich  as  from  its  magnitude  might  not  only  give  them  the  hopes  of  con- 
quering the  kingdom,  Uut  of  retaining  it  afterwards  as  a French  conqueft, 
and  of  fubje61ing  it  to  all  the  plunder  and  oppreffions,  which  other  countries, 
fubdued  or  deceived  by  that  nation,  had  experienced.  A remarkable  illuf- 
tration  of  which  fentimentiii  the  Direclory  of  France  occurs  in  the  fubftance 
of  a letter  faid  to  have  been  received  from  Lewins,  the  Irilh  agent  at  Paris, 
and  fhewn  by  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  to  John  Cormick,  a colonel  in  the 
rebel  army,  who  fled  from  juftice  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and 
Avhofe  voluntary  confeffion  upon  his  apprehenlion  in  Guernfey  before  Sir 
Hugh  Dalrymple,  is  to  be  feen  in  the  papers  annexed  to  that  report.  This 
letter,  althoug-h  written  apparently  on  money  bufinefs,  which  is  the  cloak  ge- 
nerally made  ufe  of  by  the  party  to  conceal  their  real  views,  was  perfcdlly 
intelligible  when  connected  with  and  explained  by  the  memoir  prefented  by 
Dr.  ■\PNevin,*  ihe  Irilli  agent  to  the  French  Direclory.  The  letter  Rates, 

that 


* It  is  a moft  remarkable  circumftance,  that  the  memoir  to  the  French  DireSory,  with  whicli 
Dr.  M'Nevin  was  charged,  tliould  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  government : it  is  a proof  either 
of  their  vigilance  or  of  the  perfidy  of  the  Irifii  traitors,  or  of  their  French  allies.  MefT.  O'Connor, 
Emmett,  and  M'Nevin  tell  us  in  the  memoir  (p.  21 ) (they  were  in  fa£t  petrified  at  their  firft  ex- 
amination to  fee  it  lie  on  the  table  before  them),  that  government  had  fomc  how  or  other  obtained 
their  original  memoir,  to  which  they  therefore  refer  5 and  the  account,  which  the  fecret  committee 
has  given  us  of  that  memoir  is  as  follows.  The  next  communication  of  confequence  was  in  June, 
17<)7j  when  an  accredited  perfon  went  from  hence  to  communicate  with  the  French  Diredory  by 
their  define  ; he  went  by  Hamburgh,  where  he  faw  the  French  minifter,  who  made  fome  difficulty 
.about  granting  a patfport,  and  demanded  a memorial,  w'hich  was  written  by  the  accredited  perfon, 
and  given  to  the  French  minifter  under  the  impretfion  that  the  pafl’port  was  not  to  be  granted. 

The  memoir  was  written  in  Englilh,  and  contained  the  objeds  of  his  million  according  to  the 
inftrudions  which  he  had  received  from  the  executive.  It  began  by  ftating,  that  tlie  appearance 
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that  the  truitees,  that  is,  the  Dire6loiy,  would  not  advance  the  five  thoufand 
pounds,  that  is,  the  finaller  number  of  troops  afivcd  for  in  M‘Nevin’s  memoir, 

faying, 

of  the  French  in  Bantry  Bay  had  encouraged  the  lead  confident  of  the  Irifli,  in  the  hope  of 
throwing  off  the  yoke  of  England  with  the  alliftance  of  France  : that  the  event  of  that  expedi- 
tion had  proved  the  facility  of  invading  Ireland  : tliat  in  the  event  of  a fecond  expedition,  if  tlie 
obje6t  were  to  take  Cork,  Oyfter  Haven  would  be  the  beft  place  of  debarkation  ; that  the  perfon 
who  had  been  before  accredited  was  inftrufted  to  point  out  Oyfter  Haven  as  the  beft  place  of  de- 
barkation j and  it  dated  the  precautions  which  had  been  taken  by  throwing  up  works  at  Bantry, 
Fermoy,  and  Mallow.  It  further  dated,  that  the  fyftem  of  United  Iriflimen  had  made  a rapid 
progrefs  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  that  Bandon  w’as  become  a fecond  Belfaftj  that  the  fyftem 
had  made  great  progrefs  in  other  counties,  and  that  tlie  people  w'ere  now  well  inclined  to  aftift  the 
French  j that  150,000  United  Iriftrmen  were  organized  and  inrolled  in  Ulfter,  a great  part  of  them 
regimented,  and  one  third  ready  to  march  out  of  the  province.  It  detailed  the  number  of  the 
king’s  forces  in  Ulfter,  and  their  ftations  ; recommended  Loughfwilly  as  a place  of  debarkation  in 
the  north,  and  ftated,  that  the  people  in  the  peninfula  of  Donegal  would  join  the  French.  It 
ftated  alfo  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  in  Londonderry,  and  that  one  regiment  which  made  a part 
of  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  difatfedted.  It  mentioned  Killybegs  alfo  as  a good  place  of  debarkation, 
and  ftated  that  the  counties  of  Tyrone,  Fermanagh,  and  IMonaghan,  were  amongft  the  beft  af- 
fetfled  to  the  caufe.  In  cafe  of  a landing  at  Killybegs,  it  recommended  a diverfion  in  Sligo,  and 
ftated,  that  a force  of  10,000  United  Irilhmen  might  be  colle6led  to  fall  upon  Enneikillen,  which 
commanded  the  pafs  of  Lough  Erme  r that  it  was  eafy  to  enter  the  bay  of  Galway,  but  very  dif- 
ficult to  get  out  of  it : that  the  counties  of  Lough,  Armagh,  Weftmeath,  Kildare,  King’s  County, 
and  city  of  Dublin,  were  the  beft  organized  : that  the  Catholic  priefts  had  ceafed  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  calumnies  which  had  been  propagated  of  French  irreligion,  and  were  well  aftedted  to  the  caufe  ; 
that  fome  of  them  had  rendered  great  fervice  in  propagating  with  difereet  zeal  the  fyftem  of  the 
union.  It  declared,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  had  a lively  fenfe  of  gratitude  to  France  for  the 
part  which  the  took,  and  alfo  to  Spain  for  tire  interefts  llie  took  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  It  en- 
gaged, on  the  part  of  the  National  DireiStory,  to  reimburfe  the  expences  of  France  in  the  expedi- 
tion which  had  failed,  and  of  another  to  be  undertaken.  The  number  of  troops  demanded  was  a 
force  not  exceeding  10,000,  and  not  lets  than  5000  men.  It  ftated,  tliat  a brigade  of  Englilh  ar- 
tillery had  been  already  fent  over,  and  that  a large  body  of  troops  would  probably  be  fent  if  Ireland 
were  attacked.  A confiderable  quantity  of  artillery  and  ammunition,  with  a large  flaff,  and  a 
body  of  engineers,  and  as  many  Irilli  officers  as  poflible,  whofe  fidelity  they  were  affured  of,  were 
demanded  as  necelfary  to  accompany  the  expedition.  A recommendation  was  given  to  feparate  the 
Irilh  feamen  who  were  prifoners  of  war  from  the  Britifh,  fuppofing  they  would  be  ready  to  join  in 
an  expedition  to  liberate  their  country.  It  further  recommended  a proclamation  to  be  publilhed 
by  the  French  general,  on  his  arrival  there,  that  the  French  came  as  allies  to  deliver  tlie  country, 
not  to  conquer  it : it  alfo  recommended  to  the  DireiStory  to  make  the  independence  of  Ireland  an 
indifpcnfable  condition  of  the  treaty  of  peace  then  depending  ; and  ftated,  that  a proceeding  fo 
authentic  could  not  be  difguifed  or  mifreprefented,  and  would  very  much  encourage  the  people  of 
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faying,  they  would  make  no  payment  fliOrt  of  the  entire  fum  of,  that  is, 
the  larger  force,  which  they  always  declared  their  intention  of  fending,  and 
that  this  payment  could  not  be  made  in  lefs  than  four  months  from  that 
time. 

The  demands  of  the  party  by  their  firft  agent  went  to  a force  not  exceed- 
ing ten  thoufand  nor  lefs  than  five  thoufand  men,  with  forty  thoufand  ftand 
of  arms,  and  a proportionate  fupply  of  aitillery,  ammunition,  engineers,  ex- 
perienced officers,  &c. 

A ftill  larger  fupply  of  arms  was  folicited  by  the  fecond  meffenger,  on  ac- 
count of  the  growing  number  of  their  adherents,  and  of  the  difarming  of 
the  north,  in  which  province  above  ten  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  and  as  many 
pikes  had  been  furrendered  to  the  king’s  troops. 

Attempts  were  certainly  made  to  procure  the  affifiance  of  fuch  Iriffi  officers 
then  in  foreign  fervice  as  might  be  prevailed  upon,  by  receiving  high  rank, 
to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  Union,  and  a negociation  Avas  a6lually  fet  on 
foot  for  that  purpofe ; but  it  has  been  Rated,  that  from  the  over  caution  of 
the  agent  Avho  was  employed  in  condu6ting  this  tranfadlion,  nothing  in  con- 
fcquence  of  it  was  effected. 

A fecond  memoir  was  prefented  by  this  confidential  agent  upon  his  arrival 
at  Paris,  in  which  he  urged  fuch  arguments  as  he  conceived  mofl  likely  to 
induce  the  Dire6tory  not  to  poftpone  the  invafion.  He  endeavoured  to  de- 
monftrate,  that  fo  favorable  a difpofition  as  then  exifted  in  the  Iriffi  mind 

Ireland.  It  contained  alfo  an  affnrance,  that  the  Irifh  militia  would  join  the  French  if  they  landed 
in  confiderable  force. 

Immediately  after  this  memoir  was  given  in  to  the  French  minifter,  a paffport  was  granted  to 
the  writer  to  go  to  Paris,  where  he  had  feveral  conferences  with  people  in  autliority,  fome  of  them 
members  of  the  Directory  : the  objeft  of  thefe  conferences  was  to  obtain  fome  alfurances  of  fuc- 
cour  from  them  that  their  agents  had  before  given.  The  negociation  for  peace  was  then  going  on 
at  Lifle.  He  was  told  by  perfons  in  authority,  that  he  did  not  think  the  Englilh  cabinet  fincere, 
but  that  if  France  could  get  tlie  terms  the  had  a right  to  expedt,  the  Diredtory  would  make  peace. 

A fecond  memoir  was  prefented  at  Paris  by  the  fame  perfon  foon  after  his  arrival  there ; its 
objedt  was  to  imprefs  on  the  Diredtory  the  neceffity  of  expediting  the  armament  for  Ireland  by  every 
argument  which  tlie  writer  could  ufe. 

After  the  breaking  off  of  the  negociation,  and  Lord  Malmefbury’s  return  to  England,  aflurances 
were  given,  that  the  French  government  would  fend  a new  expedition  to  Ireland,  and  that  they 
would  never  abandon  Ireland  till  fhe  was  feparated  from  Great  Britain,  and  thefe  alfurances  were 
afterwards  renewed. 
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was  in  no  future  contingency  to  be  expeded  ; and  he  artfully  reprefented, 
that  the  delufions  held  out  by  reform  might  ceafe  from  delay,  and  thus  ren- 
der more  difficult  to  France  and  the  true  republicans  of  that  country  their 
endeavours  to  feparate  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to  eftabliffi  a republic  in 
Ireland. 

Previous  to  that  miffion  from  Ireland,  a confidential  peifon  was  fent  over 
by  the  French  Directory  to  collect  information  refpe6ting  the  Rate  of  Ire- 
land. Failing  to  obtain  the  neceffary  paffports  in  London  to  pafs  into  Ire- 
land, he  Avrote  over  to  requeft  that  one  of  the  party  might  meet  him  in  Lon- 
don. Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  was  fent  over,  and  did  not  fail  to  furnifli  the 
French  agent  Avith  every  neceffary  intelligence. 

The  Directory  gave  the  Irifii  agents  fent  to  Paris  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
of  fupport,  and  did  accordingly,  during  tlie  fummer,  make  preparations  of 
very  extenfive  nature,  both  at  the  Texel  and  at  Breft,  for  the  invafion  of 
Ireland  ; and  in  the  autumn,  intelligence  Avas  received  by  the  executive  of 
the  union,  that  the  troops  Avere  a6tually  embarked  in  the  Texel,  and  only 
AA^aited  for  a Avind. 

In  confequence  of  this  communication,  great  exertions  Avere  made  by  the 
party,  and  in  tlie  beginning  of  Odlober,  Avhen  the  Dutch  fleet  Avas  on  the 
point  of  failing,  the  approach  O'f  the  enemy  Avas  announced  to  the  focieties 
as  at  hand. 

The  troops  had  been  aftually  on  board,  commanded  by  General  Daen- 
dells,  but  Avere  fuddenly  difembarked.  The  Dutch  fleet,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  their  OAvn  admiral,  as  is  believed  generally,  AA^as,  at  the  inftance 
of  the  French  government,  obliged  to  put  to  fea,  Avhich  led  to  the  ever  me- 
morable victory  of  the  llfh  of  06tober,  1797,  gained  by  Lord  Duncan. 

The  traiterous  triunwirate,  Avho  haA^e  given  to  the  public  their  OAvn  report 
of  the  cafe  and  examination  before  the  fecret  committee,  haA’C  appeared  un- 
commonly anxious,  that  their  negociations  Avith  the  enemy  fliould  not  be 
mifieprefented ; particularly  that  they  lliould  not  be  fuppofed  to  haA'e  in- 
tended to  throAv  their  country  under  the  dominion  or  poAv^er  of  France.  By 
both  their  agents  fay  they,  (p.  20)  rather  a fmall  number  of  men,  AA'ith  a 
great  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  artillery,  and  officers,  AA’ere  required ; 
a fmall  force  only  AA  as  afked  for,  becaufe  the  executive,  faithful  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  Irifli  independence,  AAuflied  for  AA'hat  they  deemed  juft,  fufficient  to 
liberate  their  country,  but  incompetent  to  fubdue  it.  This  moft  determined 
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lefolution,  and  that  of  the  whole  body,  being  colleded  as  far  as  its  opinion 
conld  be  taken,  always  has  been  in  no  event  to  let  Ireland  come  under  the 
dominion  of  France,  but  it  was  otfered  to  pay  the  expences  of  the  expedi- 
tion. The  number  required  was  10,000  men  at  the  moft,  and  at  the  leaft 
5000.  The  executive  inclined  to  the  larger  number ; but  even  Avith  the 
fmaller,  the  general  opinion  among  them  was,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
fuccefs:  as  to  the  quantity  of  arms,  by  the  firft  meflenger  40,000  Rand  Avere 
fpecificd,  but  by  the  fecond,  as  much  more  as  could  be  fent ; the  difference 
arofe  from  the  difarming  that  had  gone  on  in  the  North,  and  the  encreaf- 
ing  numbers  Avho  Avere  ready  to  ufe  them.  The  executive  alfo  inftrudted  its 
agent  to  negociate  for  a loan  of  money,  if  it  could  be  had  in  France ; if  not, 
to  negociate  Avith  Spain ; the  fum  was  half  a million.  Ireland  Avould  infalli- 
bly become  the  feat  of  Avar,  if  they  did  not  previoully  remove  their  grieyances, 
the  exiftence  of  Avhich  Aimuld  naturally  invite  and  prove  a poAverful  auxiliary 
to  the  enemy.  Such  a rupture  it  Avas  obferved,  muR  be  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  Britilh  cabinet,  as  feA^eral  of  its  moR  leading  members  declared, 
that  they  confidered  the  exiRence  of  the  Britifli  monarchy  incompatible  Avith 
that  of  the  Republic.  Conciliation,  then,  according  to  every  rule  of  policy 
and  common  fenfe,  fliould  be  ultimately  adopted  ; and  though  it  fliould  fall 
ihort  of  the  Aviflies  of  the  people,  it  Av^as  afferted,  if  once  poffeRed  of  a rea- 
fonable  Riare  of  liberty  they  would  not  be  brought  to  run  the  chance  of  a 
revolution  in  order  to  obtain  a more  perfe6t  fyftem  of  .freedom. 

We  ha\"e  feen  from  the  authority  of  thefecret  committee,  that  in  thefpring 
and  fummer  of  1797,  the  mafs  of  the  people  Averenot  infected  Avith  the  union 
in  the  proA’inces  of  LeinRer,  Munfter  and  Connaught;  and  that  in  the  north 
tranquillity  Avas  faR  returning.  It  is  avtII  knoAvn,  that  the  United  Irilhmen, 
Avho  exifted  in  the  north  Avere  chiefly  Prefbytcrians  and  other  Proteftants  : 
there  Avere  comparatively  feA\^  Catholics  amongR  them : and  henceforth  it  is 
obfervable,  that  although  the  rebellion  or  traiterous  confpiracy,  Avhich  had 
then  been  repeatedly  reported  and  proclaimed  to  exiR  A\as  engendered, 
nurtured,  and  eRablillied  in  the  north,  the  heavieR  confequences  of  it  evi- 
dently fell  upon  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  general  coercion,*  in 

Avhicli 

* In  feme  places  the  llierifFs  refufed,  in  others  they  complied  with  the  requifitions.  An  account 
of  thefe  proceedings  in  Dublin,  Cork,  and  county  of  Kildare,  may  be  feen  in  Appendix,  No  CVI. 
The  like  were  had  almoft  tliroughout  the  kingdom.  Of  this  period  Mr.  Grattan  has  given  the  fol- 
lowing 
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which  the  kingdom  was  holden  during  the  fpring  of  1797,  induced  feveral 
counties,  corporations,  and  diftrifts  to  apply  to  the  flierlffs  and  other  legal 
olhcers  to  convene  meetings,  in  order  to  prepare  addrelTcs  to  the  throne  for 
the  removal  of  his  majefty’s  minifters,  ftom  his  councils  for  ever.  Thefe  ef- 
forts of  the  people  at  large  were  no  meafures  of  the  LTnited  Iriflimen;  at  lead 
of  fuch  of  them,  as  at  that  time  had  any  treafonable  views  in  their  engage- 
ment: for  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  United  Iriflnnen  at  that  period  had 
no  criminal  intent  in  acceding  to  the  union.  The  real  traitors  would  have 
been  forry,  that  the  minifters  Ihould  have  been  changed ; for  they  always 
conlidered  them  as  promoters  of  their  own  views,  by  creating  difaffection 
and  difcontent  amongft  the  people : they  exerted  themfelves  in  forwarding 

lowing  piftui'e.  (Pet.  \V.  C.  p.  9.)  “ The  efFeft  this  had  on  their  mind  is  manifeft  from  a ge- 

“ neral  refolution  to  bring  home  the  crops  of  the  perfons  fo  imprifoned  ; and  the  difperfal  of  the 
neighbours  fo  aflembled,  added  confiderably  to  that  effedt,  ftill  further  encreafed  when  they  faw 
“ moft  of  thofe  fufferers  either  triumphantly  acquitted,  or  without  profecution  enlarged  after  hav- 
“ ing  been  feized  in  their  town,  torn  from  their  families,  led  as  traitors  through  their  counties, 
“ and  for  above  a year  confined  in  a goal,  and  iwxo  carrying  about  in  their  oxen  perfons,  the  living 
“ evidence  of  a convicted  government  and  an  expired  confifiition. 

“ To  this  oppreflion  we  fubmit  to  his  majefiy  the  difperfal  or  prevention  of  county  meetings, 
“ called  for  the  pnrpofe  of  addrefling  the  king  to  remove  his  minifiers. 

“ The  people  of  Ireland  had  been  greatly  mifreprefented,  they  were  neither  Haves  nor  rebels  ; 
the  pow'ers  of  underflanding,  or  of  mental  energy,  had  in  fome  degree  pafied  from  the  hjgheft 
“ to  the  middle  order,  w'ho  had  refeued  their  liberty  from  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
“ would  not  be  cheated  out  of  it  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland.  They  were  not  to  be  put  dowm  by 
venality,  nor  to  be  divided  by  religion  ) nor  to  be  barked  out  of  their  freedom  by  the  fenfelefs  cry 
“ and  forked  tongue  of  his  nfinifters. 

“ That  minifter  who  determines  to  enflave  the  people,  muft  renounce  his  proje6t  or  wade 
“ through  their  blood.  The  people  accordingly  in  tire  fpring  of  1797,  reforted  to  the  conftitutional 
“ ways  of  petition,  and  applied  to  the  different  flieriffs  to  fummon  their  counties,  and  on  refufal 
by  the  llieriff,  (a  dangerous  courtly  artifice  to  flop  the  prayers  of  the  people  from  reaching  the 
throne)  they  fummoned  themfelves.  "What  was  the  confequence  ? The  petitioners  were  (w’e 
beg  to  reprefent  to  his  majefiy)  confounded  wdth  rebels,  and  die  enemies  of  his  minifiers  were 
reprefented  as  the  enemies  of  his  perfon  ; the  petitioners  were  anfwered  by  frefli  troops  from 
**  England  and  Scotland ; in  fome  inflances  the  meetings  were  difperfed  by  the  army,  and  in  others 
w^ere  deterred  by  the  threat  of  military  force ; and  dius  did  his  majefly’s  minifters  ratify  the  juf- 
" tice  of  the  petitions  againft  them,  by  adding  this  great  and  impeachable  offence  to  all  their  other 
” tranfgreflions  j and  thus  did  his  majefly’s  minifiers  reduce  Ireland  to  the  flate  of  a miferable  pro- 
“ vince,  xvhofe  minldcrs  had  fopped  totally  anh  abfolutely  the  utterance  of  the  jxeoplc  in  parliament 
**  by  corruption , in  the  nation  by  a convention  bill,  and  in  the  counties  by  the  arxny." 
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tlie  refiftance  of  the  petitions  of  the  people,  and  triumphed  in  their  failure  and 
rejection. 

Tlie  bufinefs  of  the  union  did  not  proceed  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year  1797,  with  the  fame  rapidity,  that  it  had  from  the  middle  of  the  year 
1796.  For*  as  it  appeared  to  the  committee  the  heps  then  taken,  as  menti- 
oned in  the  proclamation,  had  an  almofl;  immediate  effect  in  repreffing  the 
audacity  of  the  rebels  and  refioring  tranquillity.  The  loyal  inhabitants  were 
enabled  in  man}'  places  to  return  in  fafety  to  their  houfes ; murders  became 
lefs  frequent;  in  many  counties,  particularly  in  Kildare  and  Tipperary,  the 
people,  fenfible  of  the  madnefs  and  wickednefs  of  their  condu6i:,  began 
openly  to  acknowledge  their  crimes,  furrender  their  arms,  and  point  out 
their  leaders  and  feducers  ; a fubmiflion  which  invariably  obtained  for  them 
pardon  and  protection. 

In  April  and  the  beginning  of  IMay,  the  delufion  of  the  people  was  fo  fall 
and  fo  widely  yielding  to  the  meafures  'of  government,  which,  while  they 
treated  with  feverity  theobftinate  guilty,  in  all  cafes  held  forth  mercy  to  the 
repentant,  that  the  leaders  of  the  treafon  both  in  Dublin  and  in  the  provinces 
began  to  perceive,  that  their  caufe  was  lofing  ground. 

After  various  adjournments,  during  which  no  bufinefs  of  moment  was  tranf- 
a6ted,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1797,  the  commons  were  fummoned  to  attend  his 
excellency  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  when  the  royal  affent  Avas  given  to  feveral 
bills,  and  his  excellency  after  a long  fpeechf  appropriate  to  the  alarming  cir- 

cumftances 

17  Jour.  Com.  Appendix  DCCCXXXIII. 

-j-  The  following  was  his  Excellency’s  fpeech. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

" I HAVE  the  fatisfadion  of  being  at  length  enabled  to  relieve  you  from  your 
laborious  attendance  in  parliament,  and  am  commanded  by  his  majefty  to  exprefs  the  juft  fenle 
“ he  entertains  of  that  firm  temper  and  vigorous  determination,  which  you  have  uniformly  mani- 
" fefted  in  fupporting  his  majefty’s  government  and  protedting  our  happy  conftitution  from  the  at- 
“ tempts  of  every  foreign  and  domeftic  enemy. 

“ I have  much  pleafure  in  announcing  to  you,  that  the  Britifli  parliament  has  pafled  a£ls  for 
" abolilhing  the  bounty  on  fail  cloth  exported  to  Ireland,  and  for  prohibiting  the  importations  of 
''  cambrick  from  all  countries  except  this  kingdom. 

" Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I am  to  thank  you  in  his  majefty’s  nanre  for  your  unanimity  in  voting  the  ex- 
traordinary  fupplies  which  the  public  exigencies  demanded.  However  unprecedented  thofe  fup-  • 
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cumftances  of  the  country,  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  lOth  of  Auguft ; 
which  was  afterwards  dilfolved  by  proclamation  on  the  11th  of  July,  1797. 

On 

plies  have  been  in  extent,  and  however  difficult  they  may  have  been  rendered  from  the  ftate  of 
public  credit,  you  have  wifely  attended  to  the  fuperior  confideration  of  national  fafety.  Such 
“ an  exertion  is  the  fureft  proof  that  you  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  invaluable  bleffings  which  we  are 
contending  to  prefer\'e,  and  that  the  beft  means  of  effedting  an  honorable  peace,  and  of  reftor- 
**  ing  all  the  comforts  of  tranquillity,  are  by  difplaying  at  once  your  determination  and  your  power, 
“ and  by  convincing  your  enemies  of  the  extent  of  your  refources  as  well  as  of  the  extent  of  your 
courage. 

The  ready  affiftance  which  has  been  received  from  the  filler  kingdom  in  facilitating  the  loan 
“ of  the  year,  whilft  it  is  a fure  demonftration  of  her  friendly  cordiality,  cannot  fail  to  ffiew  how 
infeparable  are  the  mutual  interefts  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  how  necelTary  their  connection  is 
for  their  mutual  profperity. 

“ Your  humanity  in  diredting your  attention  totheprefent  diftrefs  among  the  manufadturers,  does 
not  lefs  command  my  approbation  than  your  prudence  in  the  mode  of  conveying  relief  by  in- 
“ creafing  the  means  of  their  employment. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  powers  with  which  you  entrufted  me  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas 
corpus  adt,  have  enabled  me  to  bring  to  light  and  to  difconcert  the  formidable  and  fecret  con- 
fpiracy,  which  had  been  formed  for  the  total  overthrow  of  your  eftablilliments,  the  deftrudtion  of 
“ property,  and  the  diffolution  of  government.  This  confpiracy  has  been  fo  fully  unfolded  by  your 
“ wifdom,  that  it  can  no  longer  fpread  itfelf  under  the  infidious  pretence  which  it  had  artfully 
afiTumed,  of  improving  the  conftitution.  In  the  meafures,  whether  of  vigilance  or  of  coercion, 
which  you  have  recommended  for  its  extindtion,  I ffiall  not  relax.  It  will  be  my  ftudy  to  teni- 
per  the  neceflary  adts  of  feverity  and  rigor,  by  conciliator)'  offers  of  clemency  and  pardon,  to 
''  exhort  the  infatuated  and  deluded  to  abandon  their  deceivers,  and  to  fummon  the  guilty  to  re- 
“ pentance,  but  at  the  fame  time  it  is  and  will  be  my  fixed  purpofe  to  proceed  with  vigour  againft 
“ thofe,  who,  regardlefs  of  every  warning  and  admonition,  lhall  continue  their  defperate  eflbrts  to 
“ involve  this  flouriffiing  country  in  all  the  horrors  of  infurredtion  and  invafion,  of  bloodflred  and 
of  anarchy. 

“ I have  already  the  fatisfadlion  to  acquaint  you,  that  great  numbers  who  had  been  unfortunately 
''  feduced  have  returned  to  a fenfe  of  duty  and  been  admitted  to  his  majefly’s  clemency,  and  I 
“ truft  that  by  perfeverance  and  energy  every  veftige  of  difafiedlion  will  be  effaced,  and  univcr- 
“ fally  give  way  to  the  return  of  that  fpirit  of  loyalty,  which  has  fo  long  been  the  diflinguilhing 
charadteriftic  of  this  kingdom. 

“ I cannot  omit  to  congratulate  with  you  on  the  unimpaired  luftre  of  that  fpirit,  which  fo  confpi- 
“ cuoufly  flione  forth  when  the  enemy’s  fleet  appeared  on  our  coafts,  nor  can  I too  often  repeat  my 
“ full  fenfe  of  your  wifdom  in  the  eftabliflunent  of  diflridt  corps.  I have  the  moll  fatisfadlory  ac- 
“ counts  of  their  improvements  in  difeipline  as  well  as  of  their  exertions  in  quelling  and  prevent- 
“ ing  infurredtion,  and  I have  myfclf  witnefled  the  unexampled  exertions,  good  condudt,  and  mi- 
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On  the  22d  of  June,  1797,  a proclamation  hacl  been  iffued,  for  extending 
the  time  for  the  United  Irifhmen  to  come  in  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  the  24th  of  July.  The  refult  of  the  fummer  circuits  was  unfatisfadlory 
both  to  government  and  to  the  people.  An  unufual  number  of  offenders  at 
all  the  aflizes  were  found  guilty : but  in  the  northern  counties,  where  many 
had  been  confined  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  upon  the  charge  of  being 

“ litary  appearance  of  the  corps  of  the  metropolis,  whofe  unceafing  and  unwearied  vigilance  at  a 
molt  important  crifis,  checked  every  attempt  to  produce  confufion  by  riot  and  tumult,  at  the 
“ fame  time  that  it  deftroyed  the  hopes  of  our  enemies,  and  reftored  confidence  to  the  country  in 
“ general. 

“ Your  judicious  augmentation  of  pay  to  his  majefly’s  regular  and  militia  forces,  which  mull 
render  their  fituation  fo  highly  comfortable,  is  at  once  a feafonable  and  honorable  acknowledg- 
“ ment  of  their  fteadinefs  and  loyalty. 

“■  The  traitorous  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  entice  them  from  their  allegiance  have  had  a 
fatal  effedl  in  a few  lamentable  examples.  I trufl,  however,  they  have  excited  in  the  minds  of 
others  fo  timely  a repentance,  and  in  the  relt  fuch  indignation  and  abhon’ence,  that  in  future  no 
danger  can  be  apprehended. 

“ Your  wife  inftitution  of  a linking  fund,  in  the  midfl  of  financial  difficulties,  cannot  be  too 
“ much  applauded,  and  will  prevent  any  ruinous  depreciation  of  funded  flock,  afid  being  eflabliffi- 
” ed  before  the  national  debt  has  accumulated  to  any  oppreffive  magnitude,  will  tend  to  prevent 
its  becoming  dangerous.  A meafure  fo  truly  calculated  for  preferring  the  refources  of  the  flate 
and  fupporting  public  credit,  mufl  fecure  to  you  the  gratitude  of  an  enlightened  people. 

“ His  majefty  is  exerting  every  proper  effort  to  produce  a fpeedy  and  fecure  peace.  It  will  be 
our  duty  to  affifl  thofe  efforts  by  convincing  our  enemies,  from  the  Hate  of  our  preparation  and 
the  unanimity  of  our  fpirit,  that  they  can  hope  for  no  advantage  by  prolonging  the  calamities  of 
“■  war. 

“ Wherever  your  abilities,  your  influence  and  exertions,  can  be  mofl  advantageoufly  employed 
” on  your  return  to  your  feveral  counties,  I am  confident  they  will  be  mofl  confpicuoully  difplay- 
ed.  A conflant  intercourfe  with  your  immediate  neighbourhoods  mufl  give  you  an  opportunity 
“ of  affording  to  the  people  both  affiflauce  and  example,  of  reclaiming  thereby  the  deluded  and 
ill-difpofed,  and  confirming  the  well  affefted  in  their  fidelity  and  allegiance.  A forward  fpirit 
“ of  loyalty,  which  in  mofl  parts  of  the  kingdom  has  fuccefsfully  checked  the  progrefs  of  treafon, 
“ will  be  flrengthened  and  diffufed  by  your  prefence  and  exertions.  It  will  be  my  ambition  to 
“ fecond  your  activity  and  zeal,  and  to  co-operate  with  your  efforts  for  refloring  the  tranquillity 
and  profperity  of  the  kingdom. 

“ We  have  a common  and  facred  caufe  to  defend,  tire  independence  and  conflitution  of  Great 
“ Britain  and  Ireland,  from  which  both  kingdoms  have  derived  innumerable  bleflings  under  his 
majefly’s  aufpicious  reign.  They  were  purchafed  by  the  dearefl  blood  of  your  anceflors  in  a 
“ crifis  notlefs  formidable  than  the  prefent  j I trufl  we  ffiall  not  fail  to  imitate  their  great  example, 
and  that  we  fhall  be  enabled  by  fimilar  courage  and  continued  firmnefs  to  tranfmit  to  poflerity 
inviolable,  that  invaluable  inheritance  which  their  valor  refcued  and  their  perfeverance  preferved. 
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United  Irillimen,  they  were  moftly  acquitted  when  brought  to  trial.  Such 
was  tlie  cafe  at  Antrim.  For  after  feveral  of  tliein  had  been  put  on  their  trial 
and  acquitted,  Mr.  IMarcus  Beresford  produced  a warrant  filled  with  the 
names  of  all  the  prifoners  and  feveral  other  obnoxious  perfons  charged  with 
high  treafon,  by  virtue  of  which  the  commilfion  of  gaol  delivery  Avas  fuper- 
feded,  and  thofe  unfortunate  wretches,  Avho  with  a fond  hope  had  looked  up 
to  their  day  of  trial  as  that  of  their  delivery,  were  remanded  back  to  prifon 
without  any  trial,  and  thence  removed  to  a military  prifon  in  Belfaft.  The 
illegality  of  fuch  detention  in  nrilitary  confinement  AV'as  declared  by  the  King’s 
Bench  in  the  next  IMichaelmas  term.* 

"Wherever 

* In  B.  R.  20tb  Nov.  1797.  Proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas  Hufon,  and  eleven  other  pri- 
foners Avho  had  been  brought  up  by  Habeas  Corpus  from  the  Artillery  Barracks  at  Belfaft,  to  have 
the  legality  of  their  detention  by  General  Lake  and  Colonel  Barber  examined  by  the  court. 

The  return  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  was  made  by  Gen.  Lake,  who  had  the  prifoner,  Tho.  Hufon,  in 
cuftody,  and  was  in  fubftance,  “ that  he  held  the  body  of  the  prifoner  by  virtue  of  a warrant  under 
“ the  hand  and  feal  of  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  diredted  to  him  (General  Lake)  to  Colonel 
" Barber  and  all  other  his  majefty’s  officers,  civil  and  military.”  A copy  of  which  warrant  was 
annexed  to  the  writ.  • 

The  copy  of  the  warrant  was  read,  which  was  diredted  as  above,  and  ftated  that,  “ whereas  in- 

formation  had  been  received  by  his  excellency,  that  Thomas  Hufon  had  been  concerned  in  trea- 
" fonable  praftices,  that  warrant  therefore  was  to  autliorize  the  faid,  &c.  to  arreft  him  the  faid  Tho. 
“ Hufon,  wherever  he  might  be  found,  and  to  hold  him  in  fafe  cuftody  until  difeharged  by  due 
**  courfeoflaw,  &c.  (figned)  Camden.” 

Mr.  Emmet,  as  counfel  for  the  prifoners,  fubmitted  to  the  court,  it  was  his  duty  to  move,  tliat  the 
prifoners  at  the  bar  be  difeharged:  and  if  the  court  thould  think,  on  the  arguments  which  he  fliould 
offer,  that  they  ought  not  to  difeharge  the  prifoners,  he  would  then  move,  that  they  be  admitted  to 
bail.  He  concluded  by  fuggefting  to  the  court  that  they  fliould  remand  the  prifoners,  and  leave  it 
to  Gen.  Lake  to  confer  with  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  and  move  by  them  that  the  cuftody  of 
the  prifoners  fliould  be  changed. 

The  court  faid,  that  if  he  meant  the  court  fliould  commit  the  prifoners,  they  were  not  fure  that 
they  muft  not  admit  them  to  bail. 

Mr.  Emmet  moved  the  court  to  commit  them  conditionally  to  the  Marflialfea,  until  the  point 
fhould  be  determined,  or  that  at  lead  their  agent  fliould  be  permitted  to  fee  them,  as,  if  he  were 
rightly  inftruQed,  they  had  to  complain  of  the  moft  aftonifliing  and  horrible  treatment. 

The  attorney  general  faid  he  knew  not  how  they  were  treated. 

Solicitor  general  faid,  the  keeping  thefe  men  had  been  committed  to  the  firft  magiftrate  of  the 
ftate, — that  he  alone  was  refponftble  for  their  fafety,  and  that  the  court  could  not  therefore  interfere 
in  their  euftody,  in  any  manner  3 — they  could  not  even  be  brought  up  to  trial  without  an  order  from 
the  privy  council. 
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Wherever  the  ftrong  meafures  of  government  are  puflied  to  a vigor  beyond 
the  law,  it  becomes  eflential,  that  the  neceffity  of  fuch  overftretched  rigor 
fliould  not  only  exill,  but  that  it  Ihould  be  known  and  felt  by  the  people,  on 
Arhom  that  fuperlegal  feverity  may  fall.  Much  mifchief  was  produced  in 
' Ireland  by  the  people’s  not  being  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  fubjeding  the 
law  to  the  fword,  and  their  difcontents  encreafed  with  every  inftance,  in  which 
the  law  counteraded  the  efforts  of  the  government  to  harafs  and  opprefe 
them:  for  in  that  light  did  they  confider  the  confinement  under  warrants  for 
high  treafon  of  thofe  United  Iriflnnen,  who  had  been  tried  and  acquitted  under 
the  charge  of  treafonable  pradices ; it  was  a detrimental  triumph,  which  en- 
creafed their  confidence  in  the  caufe  of  union  and  their  contempt  and 

It  was  at  length  agreed  between  the  parties,  and  the  court  ordered  accordingly,  that  the  prifoners 
Ihould  be  kept  in  Newgate  until  the  argument  on  the  cafe  Ihould  be  determined.  When  the  pri- 
foners were  brought  up  to  await  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  judges  delivered  their  opinions 
feriatim.  They  were  unanimous ; ill,  That  it  was  not  neceflary  nor  right  tire  original  warrant 
Iliould  be  returned,  but  that  a copy  of  it  was  fufficient : 2d,  That  the  warrant  ought  to  be  fealed, 
but  that  enough  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  return  to  induce  them  to  believe  it  was  fealed ; 3d,  That 
the  offence  Hated  in  the  Avarrant  as  the  caufe  of  detention,  viz.  being  concerned  in  treafonable 
practices,  was  fufficiently  precife  to  jullify  a committal  under  the  aft,  or  holding  to  bail  at  common 
law:  4th,  That  though  it  be  necelfary,  that  at  common  law  there  ihould  be  an  information  on  oath 
to  juflify  a committal,  yet  under  this  aft  which  jullifies  committal  even  on  fufpicion,  it  did  not  feem 
neceffary  there  ihould  be  information  on  oath,  and  even  at  common  law  where  information  on  oath 
is  required,  it  was  not  necelfary  that  the  warrant  ihould  Hate  that  the  information  was  on  oath : 
5th,  That  the  objeftion  made  for  the  prifoners  on  the  confinement  being  in  a place  not  a legal  pri- 
fon,  and  the  warrant  under  which  they  had  been  committed,  not  being  to  a known  officer  of  the 
law,  but  to  a military  man,  was  fatal,  that  in  fome  cafes  a private  perfon  may  legally  hold  a man  in 
confinement,  but  it  mull  be  only  for  a reafonable  time,  until  his  examination  be  compleated  or  until 
(as  in  the  cafe  of  Kendal  and  Rowe)  he  be  tranfmitted  to  the  proper  prifon ; but  fuch  confinement 
by  a private  perfon  or  in  a place  not  a prifon,  cannot  legally  exceed  the  fpace  of  three  days.  In  the 
prefent  cafe  there  was  no  colour  for  fuppofing,  that  the  prifoners  were  detained  only  for  further  ex- 
amination, or  until  they  Ilrould  be  transmitted  to  a known  prifon,  for  the  warrant  exprefsly  charged 
tlie  perfons  to  whom  it  was  direfted,  to  detain  them  until  difeharged  by  due  courfe  of  law,  that  the 
prifoners  therefore  not  being  in  a legal  prifon,  did  not  fall  within  the  aft  for  fufpending  the  Habeas 
Corpus  aft,  it  being  necelfary,  in  order  to  bring  them  within  the  operation  of  that  aft,  tliat  they  Ilrould 
be  in  prifon,  and  committed  by  a warrant  from  his  excellency,  &c.  for  high  treafon,  fufpicion  of 
treafon,  or  treafonable  praftices, — and  finally,  that  not  being  within  that  aft,  and  nothing  appearing 
againll  them  but  the  charge  of  treafonable  praftices,  which  at  common  law  rvas  bailable,  the  court 
was  bounden  to  admit  them  to  bail. 

Each  of  tire  prifoners  was  then  bailed  to  appear  at  the  next  affize  for  the  County  of  Antrim,  and 
difeharged. 
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(liffaffe6lion  for  government,  to  fee  Ilufoii  and  his  united  affociates  liberated 
on  bail  by  the  court  of  law  out  of  the  military  power  of  the  government.  In- 
dividual opprelfion  from,  the  great  found  alfo  rcdrefs  at  law  in  fome  few 
inftances,*  and  the  multitude  greedily  conne6ted  the  particular  grievance  ndth 

the 

*■  It  has  been  often  faid,  that  hiflory  in  general  is  no  other,  than  the  melancholy  record  of  human 
crimes  and  calamities.  That  is  in  part  true  ; as  virtue  and  felicity  are  fo  much  more  rare  to  be  met 
with  through  life,  than  vice  and  wretchednefs.  Yet  if  the  recording  of  bad  aftions  take  the  right 
bearing,  pofterity  may  receive  as  ufeful  a leffon  from  the  rehearfal,  as  from  the  moft  high  flown  pa- 
negyricks  of  extraordinary  deeds  of  heroifm.  Horror  and  difguft  of  certain  vices  often  operate 
more  powerfully  upon  individuals,  than  the  love  and  admiration  of  the  oppofite  virtues.  In  modern 
hlftory  every  detail  of  an  adion,  that  is  not  meritorious  becomes  in  fome  degree  invidious.  Hiftory 
is  written  for  nations  not  for  individuals:  and  national  juftice  fuperfedes  private  feelings.  This 
work  is  intended,  as  it’s  title  announces,  to  be  an  Hiftorical  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland  ; it  never 
was  defigned  to  be  a Newgate  Calendar  of  mifdemeanours  and  crimes,  to  work  upon  the  fiokle, 
various,  momentary,  and  not  always  well  directed  paffions  of  the  readers.  My  view  is  to  fliew  as  far 
as  authority  will  bear  me  out,  what  have  been  the  efficient  caufes  of  national  effedts.  If  a general 
aflertion  be  hazarded,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  allege  a particular  inftance  to  confirm  or  illuftrate  the 
flatement.  The  following  cafe  is  flated,  to  prove  how  in  various  ways  the  lower  mind  became 
eftranged  from  and  worked  up  to  refentment  and  revenge  againft  the  government.  Such  a pre- 
cedent mufl  from  the  natural  workings  of  human  nature  (and  much  as  it  may  have  beey  the  falhion 
to  brutalize  the  Irilh  peafantry,  they  are  peculiarly  fympathetic  and  fenfitive  to  their  own  con- 
cerns) have  advanced  the  caufe  of  the  union  more  in  one  week,  than  the  moft  adtive  emiftaries  from 
their  arch-rebel  leaders  could  have  done  in  fix  months. 

A very  remarkable  adtion  for  falfe  imprifonment  was  tried  at  the  affizes  of  Rofeommon,  before 
the  Hon.  juftice  Finucane  and  a very  refpedlable  Jury,  wherein  Alexander  Colvil  was  plaintift^  and 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Lord  Vifeount  Dillon,  defendant. 

The  cafe  ftated  was,  that  the  plaintiff  was  on  Sunday  the  I2th  of  January,  arrefted  on  a pre- 
tended chai-ge  of  felony  by  two  conftables,  who  bound  the  plaintiff  with  hempen  ropes,  and  brought 
him  a prifoner  to  Loughlin,  before  his  lordlhip.  That  his  lordfliip  told  plaintiff,  there  were  infor- 
mations fworn  againft  him  for  flieep  ftealing,  and  his  lordfhip  further  told  plaintiff,  tliat  he  had  an 
order  from  government  to  tranfport  any  perfon  of  bad  charader  to  Botany  Bay,  and  that  he  would 
fend  plaintiff  there  the  next  day  j that  his  lordfhip  tlien  gave  verbal  orders  to  faid  conftables  to  take 
plaintiff  to  the  black  hole:  as  they  were  conducing  plaintiff  to  the  6/acA: //o/c,  they  were  met  by  a 

ferjeant  of  Capt.  Dillon’s  company,  who  offered  plaintiff  a fliilling  to  enlift  him  in  faid  company; 

that  plaintiff  having  refufed  to  enlift,  or  accept  of  the  fliilling,  was  then  very  feverely  bound  witli 
ropes  and, put  into  the  black  hole;  that  the  black  hole  is  a dark,  damp,  arched  vault,  fituate  under  old 
ruins  in  the  demefne  of  his  lordftiip,  to  which  there  was  neither  light  or  air  admitted,  but  through  a 
fmall  fpike  hole  cut  through  a fingle  ftone : that  the  black  hole  is  not  a public  prifon  or  bridewell, 
but  ufed  as  a place  of  confinement  by  Lord  Dillon  only.  That  the  perfon  called  Captain  Dillon  is 
the  fuppofed  natural  fon  of  his  lordfliip,  and  that  his  lordfliip  procured  for  him  fome  commiflion  in 
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the  general  fyftein  of  government.  Every  fuch  inftance  greatly  tended  to 
promote  the  union. 

From  the  before  mentioned  caufes  it  is  evident,  that  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1797,  the  union  rather  abated,  than  increafed.  One  unequivocal 
fymptom  of  it’s  decline  was  the  renovation  of  diffention  between  the  Dilfenters 
and  the  Catholics  in  the  north.  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  * from  an  anonymous 
acquaintance,  reports,  that  moll  of  the  Prelhyterians  feparated  from  the 
papifts  in  the  year  1797;  fome  from  “ principle,  fome  becaufe  they  doubted 
“ the  fmcerity  of  perfons  in  that  order;  and  others  forefeing,  that  the  plot 
“ muft  fail  and  end  in  their  deftrudlion,  took  advantage  of  the  proclamation 

the  army  on  the  terms  of  his  raifing  men,  to  effeft  which,  his  lordiliip  ufed  fuch  means  as  his  rank 
and  power  in  the  country  enabled  him  to  put  in  execution.  That  on  the  I3th  of  January,  plaintiff 
was  brought  from  the  black  hole  into  Lord  Dillon’s  prefence,  and  after  feveral  efforts  to  intimidate 
plaintiff  by  charges  of  felony,  his  lordflrip  declared  there  was  evidence  fufficient  to  hang  the  plain- 
tiff j and  then  ordered  him  to  be  brought  to  Captain  Dillon’s  barracks,  where  he  was  kept  about 
two  hours,  then  hand-cuffed,  and  again  put  Into  the  black  hole.  From  Sunday  the  i2tli  of  January 
to  Saturday  the  1 ft  of  February  plaintiff  was  kept  a prifoner  without  any  lawful  authority,  and  for 
the  moft  part  confined  in  the  black  hole,  but  fometimes  in  the  barracks— that  he  was  bounden  with 
ropes,  andotherwife  treated  with  great  cruelty,  particularly,  that  he  was  for  twenty- five  hours  of  his 
laid  confinement  in  the  black  hole,  hand-cuffed  to  one  Henry  Darr,  who  among  feveral  others,  was 
fent  there  by  the  faid  Lord  Dillon. 

“ That  plaintiff,  by  his  confinement  in  the  black  hole,  found  himfelf  grown  very  weak,  and  his 
health  otherwife  much  impaired  j that  during  plaintiff’s  faid  confinement  feveral  efforts  by  threats 
and  promifes  were  made  by  Captain  Dillon,  his  ferjeant,  and  fome  of  his  recruiting  party,  and  by 
Lord  Dillon  perfonally,  to  induce  the  plaintiff  to  enlift,  which  he  obftinately  refufedj  that 
Mr.  Charles  Coftello,  who  is  the  plaintiff’s  landlord,  hearing  of  his  confinement,  fent  his  agent  to 
Lord  Dillon,  to  know  for  what  offence  plaintiff  was  confined,  but  if  there  were  informations  fworn 
again  ft  him  for  felony,  that  he  might  be  fent  to  the  county  goalj  upon  which  application,  and  no 
information  of  any  kind  appearing  againft  the  plaintiff,  he  was  fet  at  liberty.  In  fome  time  after, 
at  the  plaintiff’s  inftance,  Mr.  Coftello  perfonally  applied  to  his  lordfhip,  and  requefted  he  might 
make  fome  compcnfation  to  plaintiff  for  his  illegal  confinement  and  great  fufferings,  which  his  lord- 
ftiip  declined,  and  faid,  IVhat  fignljies  a fellow  of  that  kind,  or  what  can  he  do?"  This  cafe  was 
ftated  by  Counfellor  Boyd,  with  much  energy  and  force  of  argument,  and  fully  proved  to  tlic 
aftonifliment  of  the  learned  judge,  and  of  the  jury,  who  after  a very  eloquent  and  impreffive  fpeech 
to  evidence  from  Counfellor  Webber,  gave  a verdidt  of  fixty  pounds  with  full  cofts  to  the  plaintiff, 
who  is  a poor  induftrious  mechanic,  with  a wife  and  feveral  children,  totally  dependant  on  his  in- 
duftry  for  fupport. 

This  cafe  is  literally  copied  from  the  brief,  and  fuch  were  the  proceedings. 

" E.  COSTELI.0.” 
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“ of  the  17tli  of  May,  and  renounced  their  aflbciates.  Numbers  withdrew 
“ becaufe  they  doubted  of  fuccefs  without  foreign  afliftance.  The  Prefljy- 
“ terians  of  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  where  they  are  very  numerous, 
“ and  where  they  are  warmly  attached  to  the  union  from  pure  republican 
“ principles,  thought  they  could  fucceed  without  the  Papifts.”  Certain  it  is, 
that  the  northern  unionifts  generally  held  back  from  this  time:  the  Pro- 
teftants  of  Ulfter  were  originally  Scotch,  and  ftill  retain  much  of  that  guarded 
policy,  which  fo  peculiarly  charafterizes  the  inhabitants  of  North  Britain. 
Some  barbarous  murders  in  ditferent  parts  of  the  kingdom  were  committed : 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  been  perpetrated  by  members  of  the  union  or 
perfons  in  any  manner  conne6led  udth  them.  By  the  report  of  the  fecret 
committee,  it  appears,  that  from  the  fummer  of  17Q7  the  ditfaffected  en- 
tertained no  ferious  intention  of  hazarding  an  effort  independent  of  foreign 
affiftance,  until  the  middle  of  March.  Their  policy  was  to  rifk  nothing  fo 
long  as  their  party  M^as  gaining  ftrength.  Whatever  were  the  immediate 
caufe  of  the  union’s  falling  off,  we  find  that  from  the  autumn  of  1797  the 
Roman  Catholics  fiift  in  the  north  and  afterwards  fucceflively  throughout  the 
kingdom  publifhed  * addrefles  and  refolutions  expreffive  of  their  horror  of 
the  principles  of  the  United  Iriflimen,  and  pledging  themfelves  to  be  loyal 
and  zealous  in  the  defence  and  fupport  of  the  king  and  conftitution.  The 
northern  addreffes  admitted  the  fa6t,  and  lamented  that  many  of  the  Catholic 
body  had  been  feduced  into  the  union,  and  they  deprecated  the  attempts 
which  were  made  to  create  diffention  amongft  perfons  of  different  religions. 
This  example  was  followed  by  the  generality  of  the  Diffenters.  If  addreffes 
were  tefts  of  loyalty,  his  majefly  had  not  more  loyal  fubje6fs  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  than  the  Irilh  in  the  beginning  of  1798. 
Scarcely  a parifli  throughout  the  kingdom,  fcarcely  a diffenting  meeting  houfe, 
from  which  an  addrefs  of  loyalty  was  not  iffued  figned  by  the  priefl  or  mi- 
nifter  of  the  flock. 

So  critically  alarming  for  fome  time  had  the  fituation  of  Ireland  appeared 
to  that  true  and  undaunted  patriot,  the  Earl  of  Moira,  that  on  the  22d  of 
November,  1797,  he  renewed  his  application  to  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords, 
hoping  to  intereft  them  in  favor  of  the  Irifli  people,  and  induce  them  to  re- 
commend meafurcs  of  lenity  and  conciliation.  He  opened  a very  interefhng, 

* Some  of  thefe  are  to  be  feen  in  Appendix,  No.  CVII. 
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inftrudive,  and  eloquent  fpeecli,  by  taking  a general  view  of  the  fituation  of 
the  Britidi  empire,  and  lamented  that  the  profpedive  view  of  his  country, 
which  he  had  given  in  the  lall  feffion,  had  been  more  than  realized.  By  the 
lord  mayor  of  Dublin’s  application  for  relief,  it  appeared,  that  above  37,000 
manufacturers  in  that  city  alone  were  reduced  to  the  extremity  of  diftrefs : 
and  in  the  towns  of  Newry  and  Belfaft,  where  the  cufioms  had  ufually  pro- 
duced 15,00(;/.  per  annum,  not  one-fifteenth  of  that  fum  had  in  the  lafl  year 
been  received.  Elis  lordlhip  then  continued  “ When  I troubled  your 
“ lordlhips  Avith  my  obfervations  upon  the  hate  of  Ireland  lafl  year,  I fpoke 
“ upon  documents  certain  and  inconteftible.  I addrefs  you,  upon  this  day, 
“ my  lords,  upon  documents  equally  fure  and  ftable.  Before  God  and  my 
“ country,  I fpeak  of  what  I have  feen  myfelf.  But  in  what  I fhall  think  it 
“ neceffary  to  fay  upon  this  fubjedt,  I feel  that  I muff  take  grounds  of  a re- 
“ flriftive  nature.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  fele6l  any  individual,  in  order  to 
“ adduce  a charge  againfl  him.  It  is  not  my  with  to  point  a prejudice  againfl 
“ any  one.  What  I have  to  fpeak  of,  are  not  folitary  and  ifolated  meafures, 
“ not  partial  abufes,  but  what  is  adopted  as  the  fyftem  of  government.  I 
“ do  not  talk  of  a cafual  fyflem,  but  of  one  deliberately  determined  upon, 
“ and  regularly  perfevered  in.  W^hen  we  hear  of  a military  government,  Ave 
“ muft  expect  exceffes,  which  are  not  all,  I acknoAvledge,  attributable  to  the 
“ government;  but  thefe  I lay  out  of  my  confideration.  I will  fpeak  only 
“ of  the  exceffes  that  belong  to,  and  proceed  from,  the  fyflem  purfued  by 
“ the  adminiftration  of  Ireland.  I am  aAvare  it  may  be  urged  that  a ftate- 
“ ment,  fuch  as  I am  about  to  lay  before  your  lordlhips,  is  calculated  to 
“ interfere  too  much  A\dth  the  internal  government  of  the  filler  kingdom.  In 
“ anfAver  to  this  alfertion,  I Avould,  if  neceffary,  begin  by  laying  it  doAvn  as 
“ an  hicontroA^ertible  opinion,  that  Ave  have  fo  diredl  a concern  and  connexion 

* The  teftimony,  which  the  noble  earl  here  gave  of  the  perfonal  feelings  and  fentiments  of  the 
lord  lieutenant,  are  confirmed  by  the  general  report  and  belief,  that  his  excellency  had  for  fome 
time  been  difgufted  with  the  imperious,  overbearing,  and  relentlefs  ferocity  of  the  majority  of  the 
Irifh  cabinet : that  having  in  vain  attempted  to  affuage  their  rage  for  feverity,  he  had  fo  fecretly 
negociated  his  recal,  that  the  adtual  appointment  of  his  fucceflbr  was  the  firft  fufpicion  thofe  gen- 
tlemen had  of  a change.  The  Britilli  minifter,  though  late,  found  die  necefifity  of  a firmer  governor, 
who  fhould  neither  be  feduced  nor  intimidated  into  the  fanguinary  fyftem  of  provocation, 
which  had  brought  the  country  to  that  dire  calamity,  under  which  it  then  laboured.  4 Pari.  Reg. 
p.  238. 
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“ with  Ireland,  that  any  error  of  government  in  that  country,  is  a fit  fubjedt 
“ for  our  attention ; and  if  circumftances  required  it,  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
“ majefly  for  the  removal  of  the  chief  governor.  JMy  lords,  this  obfervation 
“ applies  not  in  any  manner  to  the  prefent  lord  lieutenant;  on  the  contrary, 
“ I will  pay  him  the  tribute  which  I think  due  to  him,  that  to  much  private 
“ worth  and  honor,  his  lordlliip  adds,  I believe,  very  fmcere  willies  for  the 
“ happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  Avhich  has  been  placed  under  his  government. 
“ My  lords,  I have  feen  in  Ireland  the  moft  abfurd,  as  well  as  the  mofl  dif- 
“ gufting,  tyranny  that  any  nation  ever  groaned  under.  I have  been  myfelf 
“ a witnefs  of  it  in  many  inftances  ; I have  feen  it  pradtifed  and  unchecked  ; 
“ and  the  effe6ts  that  have  refulted  from  it  have  been  fuch,  as  I have  ftated 
“ to  your  lordfliips.  I have  faid,  that  if  fuch  a tyranny  be  perfevered  in, 
the  confequence  muft  inevitably  be,  the  deepeft  and  moft  univerfal  difeon- 
“ tent,  and  even  hatred,  to  the  Englifli  name.  I have  feen  in  that  country  a 
“ marked  diftiudtion  made  between  the  Englilhand  Irifh.  I have  feen  troops 
“ that  have  been  fent  full  of  this  prejudice,  that  every  inhabitant  in  that  king- 
“ dom  is  a rebel  to  the  Britilh  government.  I have  feen  the  moft  wanton 
“ infults  pradtifed  upon  men  of  all  ranks  and  conditions.  I have  feen  the 
“ moft  grievous  oppreffions  exercifed,  in  confequence  of  a prefumption,  that 
“ the  perfon  who  was  the  unfortunate  object  of  fuch  opprelhon,  was  in  hofti- 
“ lity  to  the  government ; and  yet  that  has  been  done  in  a part  of  the  coun- 
“ try  as  (juiet  and  as  free  from  difturbance  as  the  city  of  London.  Who 
“ ftates  thefe  things,  my  lords,  lliould,  I know,  be  prepared  with  proofs.  I 
“ am  prepared  with  them.  Many  of  the  circumftances  I know  of  my  own 
“ knowledge;  others  I have  received  from  fuch  channels,  as  will  not  per— 
“ mit  me  to  hefitate  one  moment  in  giving  credit  to  them. 

“ Ilis  lordfhip  then  obferved,  that  from  education  and  early  habits,  the 
“ Curfao  was  ever  confidered  by  Britons  as  a badge  of  flavery  and  oppref- 
“ fion.  It  then  was  practifed  in  Ireland  with  brutal  rigor.  He  had  known 
“ an  inftance,  where  a mafter  of  a houfe  had  m vain  pleaded  to  be  allowed  the 
“ life  of  a candle  to  enable  the  mother  to  admiiiifter  relief  to  her  dauQ-hter 
“ flruggliiig  in  convulfive  fits.  In  former  times,  it  had  been  the  cuftom  for 
“ Englillimen  to  hold  the  infamous  proceedings  of  the  inquilition  in  detefta- 
“ tion : one  of  ihe  greateft  horrors,  with  which  it  was  attended,  was,  tliat 
“ the  perfon,  ignorant  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  or  of  his  acculei , was 
“ torn  from  his  family,  immured  in  a prifon,  and  in  the  moft  cruel  uncer- 
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“ tainty  as  to  the  period  of  his  confinement,  or  the  fate  which  awaited  him. 
“ To  this  injuftice,  abhorred  by  Protefiants  in  the  pra6tice  of  the  inquifition, 
“ were  the  people  of  Ireland  expofed.  All  confidence— all  fecurity  were 
“ taken  away.  In  alluding  to  the  inquifition,  he  had  omitted  to  mention  one 
“ of  its  chara6lerift;ic  features  ; if  the  fuppofed  culprit  refufed  to  acknoMdedge 
“ the  crime,  with  which  he  was  charged,  he  was  put  to  the  rack,  to  extort 
“ confeflion  of  whatever  crime  was  alleged  againft  him  by  the  preflure  of 
“ torture.  The  fame  proceedings  had  been  introduced  in  Ireland.  When 
“ a man  was  taken  up  on  fufpicion,  he  was  put  to  the  torture;  nay,  if  he 
“ were  merely  accufed  of  concealing  the  guilt  of  another.  The  rack,  indeed, 
“ was  not  at  hand  ; but  thepunifliment  of  picqueting  was  in  pra6tice,  which 
“ had  been  for  fome  years  aboliflied,  as  too  inlmman,  even  in  the  dragoon 
“ fervice.  He  had  known  a man,  in  order  to  extort  confeflion  of  a fuppofed 
“ crime,  or  of  that  of  fome  of  his  neighbours,  picqueted  till  he  adually 
“ fainted ; picqueted  a fecond  time  till  he  fainted  again  ; and  as  foon  as  he 
“ came  to  himfelf,  picqueted  a third  time  till  he  once  more  fainted ; and  all 
“ upon  mere  fufpicion  ! Nor  was  this  the  only  fpecies  of  torture : men 
“ had  been  taken  and  hung  up  till  they  were  half  dead,  and  then  threatened 
“ with  a repetition  of  the  cruel  treatment,  unlefs  they  made  confeflion  of  the 
“ imputed  guilt.  Thefe  were  not  particular  ads  of  cruelty,  exercifed  by  men 
“ abufing  the  pOAver  committed  to  them,  but  they  formed  a part  of  our  fyf- 
“ tern.  They  were  notorious,  and  no  perfon  could  fay,  Avho  would  be  the 
“ next  vi6tim  of  this  oppreflion  and  cruelty  which  he  faw  others  endure. 
“ This,  however,  Avas  not  all;  their  lordfliips,  no  doubt,  Avould  recolleft  the 
“ famous  proclamation  iffued  by  a military  commander  in  Ireland,  requiring 
“ the  people  to  giAX  up  their  arms : it  never  AV^as  denied  that  this  proclama- 
“ tion  Avas  illegal,  though  defended  on  fome  fuppofed  neceflity ; but  it  AA^as 
“ not  furprifmg,  that  any  relu6tance  had  been  flieAvm  to  comply  Avith  it,  by 
“ men  Avdio  conceiATd  the  conftitution  gaA'e  them  a right  to  keep  arms  in  their 
“ houfes  for  their  OAvn  defence  ; and  they  could  not  but  feel  indignation  in 
“ being  called  upon  to  give  up  their  right.  In  the  execution  of  the  order, 
“ the  greateft  cruelties  had  been  committed : if  any  one  Avas  fufpe6ted  to 
“ haA'e  concealed  Aveapons  of  defence,  his  houfe,  his  furniture,  and  all  his  pro- 
“ perty,  Avas  burnt:  but  this  Avas  not  all ; if  it  Avere  fuppofed  that  any  diftricl 
had  not  furrendered  all  the  aims  Avhich  it  contained,  a party  aa'us  fent  out 
“ to  collect  the  number  at  Avhich  it  Avas  rated  ; and,  in  the  execution  of  this 
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order,  thirty  houfes  were  fometimes  burnt  down  in  a Angle  night.  Officers 
“ took  upon  themfelves  to  decide  difcretionally  the  quantity  of  anus ; and 
“ upon  their  opinions  thefe  fatal  confequences  followed.  IMany  fuch  cafes 
“ might  be  enumerated  ; but,  from  prudential  motives,  he  wiffied  to  draw  a 
“ veil  over  more  aggravated  fafts,  which  he  could  have  ftated,  and  which  he 
was  wilhng  to  atteft  before  the  privy  council,  or  at  their  lordlhip’s  bar. 
“ Thefe  fa6ts  were  Avell  known  in  Ireland,  but  they  could  not  be  made  public 
“ through  the  channel  of  the  newfpapers,  for  fear  of  that  fummary  mode  of 
“ punilhment  which  had  been  pra(S;ifed  towards  the  Northern  Star,  when  a 
“ party  of  troops  in  open  day,  (and  in  a town  where  the  general’s  head- 
“ quarters  were),  went  and  deftroyed  all  the  offices  and  property  belonging  to 
“ that  paper.  It  was  thus  authenticated  accounts  were  fupprefled.  His 
“ lordffiip  concluded,  with  entreating  the  houfe  to  take  into  ferious  confide- 
“ ration  their  prefent  meafures,  which,  inftead  of  removing  difcontents,  had 
“ increafed  the  number  of  the  difcontented.  The  moment  of  conciliation 
•“  was  not  yet  paffed;  but  if  the  fyftem  were  not  changed,  he  Avas  convinced 
“ Ireland  would  not  remain  connefted  with  this  country  five  years  longer.” 

Lord  Grenville,  in  reply,  faid,  that  it  Acas  a matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty  to 
enter  into  the  queftion  noAv  brought  forAvard,  on  the  A'ague  grounds  and  ifo- 
lated  fa6ls,  upon  Avhich  it  AA^as  fupported.  He  exprefled  his  furprife  to  hear 
this  government  accufed  of  hoftile  difpofitions  towards  the  fifter  country,  or 
eager  to  keep  up  in  it  a fyftem  of  coercion.  He  confidently  appealed  to  the 
houfe,  Achether  Ave  had  CA’cr  abandoned  meafures  of  conceffion  or  concilia- 
tion ? For  the  Avhole  fpace  of  thirty  years,  his  majefty’s  government  had 
been  diftinguilhed  by  the  fame  uniform  tendernefs  of  regard,  by  the  fame  ad- 
herence to  the  principles  of  a mild  fyftem.  Amongft  the  various  inftances 
exhibited  of  liberality  and  kindnefs  on  the  part  of  this  country  tOAvards  Ire- 
land, he  adverted  to  the  eftablifiiment  of  its  parliament  into  an  independent 
legiflature,  and  a Avide  extenfion  of  its  commercial  privileges.  It  Avas  no  ar- 
duous tafic  to  exonerate  goA’ernment  from  any  charges  of  inhumanity.  Bra- 
very, clemency,  and  good  nature,  Avere  the  charaderiftic  features  of  the  Eng- 
lilli  difpofition.  That  there  might  be  individual  exceptions,  he  pretended  not 
to  fay ; but,  if  fuch  excefles  Avere  perpetrated,  Avere  there  no  courts  of 
juffice,  no  laAVS,  no  magiftrates,  no  tribunals,  open  to  the  complaints  of  the 
oppreffed?  Ireland  had  its  juries  as  AV'ell  as  this  country;  and  the  fame  fafe- 
guards  Avere  proAuded  for  the  lives  of  the  Irifh  as  for  Engliihmen.  Indeed,  if 
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a fyftcm  fo  rigorous  as  was  defcribecl,  had  been  purfued,  itinuft  naturally  be 
refented  by  a fpirited  and  independent  people.  Rut  what  was  the  objedt  for 
which  thefe  troops  were  fent  over  ? To  protect  the  great  body  of  the  people 
againft  confpiracy  and  alfaffination;  to  overawe  and  counteradt  the  machina- 
tions of  a fet  of  men,  who  were  actively  plotting  the  deftrudtion  of  their  coun- 
try, and  favoring  tlie  defigns  of  our  moft  inveterate  enemy.  If  againft  fuch 
men  they  had  been  at  times  incited  to  adts  of  hartlmefs  and  feverity ; if  they 
liad  been  occafionally  warmed  into  a fenfe  of  indignation,  which  broke  out 
into  infults  and  outrages,  no  one,  who  underftood  the  heart  of  man,  would 
wonder.  What  was  more  natural,  than  that  a large  body  of  Englidiinen 
ihould  be  enraged  againft  the  abettors  of  a confpiracy,  to  deliver-up  the 
country  to  the  French  invaders  ? No  public  man,  placed  in  fo  critical  a fitua- 
tion  as  Lord  Camden,  had  ever  difplayed  more  exemplary  moderation  in  the 
difeharge  of  a painful  duty.  If  fevere  meafures  had  been  adopted,  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country  had  required  it;  and  if  any  partial  abufes  exifled, 
we  had  only  to  lament  them.  Of  the  prefs,  Avhich  was  faid  to  be  abridged  of 
all  its  freedom  moft  unjuftly,  he  held  now  in  his  hand  a paper  printed,  the  con- 
tents of  which  were  too  diocking  to  read  : its  avowed  obje6l  was  to  point  out 
innocent  men,  by  name  to  the  poignard  ofaffalfins.  It  loaded  his  majefty 
Avith  the  moft  o])probrious  epithets,  and  reviled  the  Englifli  nation  with  every 
term  of  contumely,  affirming  it  to  be  the  duty  of  CA'cry  Iriffiman  to  Arreft 
from  the  hands  of  Engliffi  ruffians,  the  property  Avhich  thefe  Englifli  ruffians 
had  Avrefted  from  their  auceftors.  The  queflion  Avas,  Avould  their  lordfliips 
interpofe  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  tell  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  the 
Irifli  magiftracy,  that  we  Avere  more  careful  of  the  intereft  and  hap})inefs  of 
their  people  than  they  themfelves  Avere;  and  that  the  Englifli  military  Avere 
not  to  obey  the  Irifh  laAvs,  but  the  arbitrary  iiifti  Liftions  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment? Earl  IMoira  faid,  that  no  fentiment  had  fallen  from  him  to  that  effe6l. 
He  had  not  reprobated  the  troops  in  Ireland  for  obeying  the  laAv,  but  the  con- 
du61;  of  the  executiiT  government,  Avhich  was  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of 
the  Irifh  people,  inconfiftent  Avith  the  Britifh  character,  and  highly  injurious 
to  the  real  interefts  of  both  countries. 

The  Chancellor  Avarmly  fupported  Lord  Grenville,  as  he  faid  it  Avas  his  duty 
to  do.  He  juftified  all  adts  of  rigor,  by  the  adtual  exiftence  of  an  horrid  con- 
fpiracy in  Ireland  againft  all  thole  Avhofe  duty  it  Avas  to  preferve  order  in  that 
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country,  and  by  the  printed  lift*  of  the  individual  objeds  of  future  aifalfina- 
tion.  The  debate  Avas  put  an  end  to  by  a motion  for  adjournment. 

That  the  public  had  loft  or  renounced  all  confidence  in  parliament,  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  apathy  and  coolnefs,  with  which  the  eledlions  went  over  in  the 
Autumn : they  felt  no  intereft  in  the  return  of  particular  members,  having 
been  fo  repeatedly  foiled  in  all  their  efforts  to  obtain  legiflative  redrefs  from 
the  rank  majorities,  which  had  been  lately  encreafed  in  proportion  to  the  po- 
pular exertions  to  procure  the  two  objects  of  their  Avillies,  parliamentary 
reform  and  Catholic  emancipation.  True  it  is,  that  thefe  two  points  were 
made  pretexts,  catch  words,  and  ftalking  horfes  by  the  traitorous  confpira- 
tors;  but  for  no  other  reafon,  than  becaufe  they  knew  them  to  be  the  genuine 
favorite,  and  not  unjuft  obje6ts  of  the  popular  aft'eclions  and  expectations : 
objects,  which  flattered  their  civil  and  religious  propenfities  and  prejudices: 
objects,  Avhich  fatisfied  their  reafoning,  which  intcrefted  their  feelings,  and 
worked  up  their  paflions  to  enthufiaun:  objeCts,  which  thefe  perfidious  traitors 
now  wilhed  to  be  oppofed  with  coercion,  oppreffion,  and  perfecution,  in  order 
to  ftimulate  the  people  to  difeontent  and  refentment.  Mr.  Grattan  bad  not 
a little  encreafed  or  confirmed  this  diffidence  of  the  people  in  the  legiflature, 
by  declining  to  accept  a feat  in  the  new  parliament.'!'  His  colleague  Lord 

Henry 

* As  this  proferibed  lift  was  never  afted  upon,  and  the  individuals  named  in  it  never  found  it 
neceflary  to  refort  to  any  extraordinary  caution,  or  means  of  felf  prefervation  5 as  fecrecy  was  the 
baneful  principle  of  the  union,  and  as  fuch  a publication  would  have  defeated  the  horrid  project, 
had  it  ever  been  really  formed,  much  credit  muft  be  given  to  Lord  Moira’s  reply  to  the  chancellor 
on  this  point.  As  to  the  paper  to  which  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and  the  noble  fecretary  had 
alluded,  concerning  the  names  of  perfons,  who  were  marked  out  for  future  affaflination,  he  con- 
fefled,  he  fufpefted  it  to  be  an  invention  to  juftify  or  to  fupport  the  meafures,  which  had  been 
adopted  in  Ireland,  and  of  which  he  had  already  complained.  He  fufpefted  this  the  more,  becaufe 
no  printer  of  a newfpaper  could  have  had  it  from  any  authentic  fource,  for  no  man  concerned  in  a 
confpiracy  for  afl'aftination,  would  communicate  the  intention  of  himfelf  and  colleagues.  He  wilhed 
to  fpeak  of  aflaffins  as  he  felt,  with  the  greateft  indignation  and  abhorrence  ■,  but  he  muft  alfo  add, 
that  he  believed  that  they  originated  in  Ireland  from  private  malice  and  revenge,  and  would  do  fo 
from  any  party  that  happened  to  be  predominant,  while  the  prefent  dreadful  fyftem  continued.  It 
was  not  by  a general  fyftem  of  terror  that  it  was  to  be  prevented. 

f Mr.  Grattan’s  fpeech  to  a meeting  of  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  aflembled 
at  the  Exchange  on  the  aoth  of  July,  1797,  together  with  Lord  Henry  Fitzgerald’s  addrefs,  are  to  be 
feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CVIII. 

Dr.  Duigenan  almoft  immediately  publifhed  a very  violent  and  bitter  anfwer  to  Mr.  Grattan’s 
addrefs  to  his  fellow-citizens  of  Dublin,  Upon  its  appearance,  Mr.  Grattan  wrote  the  following 
note  to  Dr.  Duigenan : 
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Henry  Fitzgerald  concurred  with  him,  and  accordingl}^  publidied  an  addrefs 
to  his  conftituents,  fetting  forth  the  reafons,  which  had  induced  him  to  fecede 
from  parliament.  The  diffidence  and  contempt  of  the  people  out  of  doors 
for  the  parliament  was  much  encreafed  by  the  leaders  of  the  Union,  who 
thus  artfully  drew  their  attention  to  their  two  favorite  objedls  parliamentary 
reform  and  Catholic  emancipation,  to  which  parliament  had  given  fo  decided 
an  oppofition. 

The  new  parliament  met,  according  to  proclamation,  on  the  Qth  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1798:  ]\Ir.  Fofter  was  re-elected  fpeaker.  On  the  15th  his  excellency 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  Arhere  he  made  a fpeech  from  the  throne.*  The 

Earl 

Mr.  Grattan  has  feen  a very  grofs,  a very  unprovoked,  and  a very  ludicrous  performance 
written  againft  him,  and  ligned  Patrick  Duigenan. 

IMr.  G.  don’t  explain  his  public  condudl:  to  individuals. 

“■  The  Statute  Book  and  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  open. 

Were  he  to  make  his  public  condudt  a fubjedt  of  explanation,  it  would  not  be  to  fuch  a perfon 
as  Dr.  D. 

But  as  the  above-mentioned  attack  mixes  in  its  folly  much  perfonal  rudenefs,  Mr.  G.  judges 
“ it  not  wholly  beneath  him  to  take  fome  fort  of  notice  of  it;  and  he  is  forry  to  be  forced  to 
obferve,  that  the  author  has  departed  from  the  manners  and  language  of  a gentleman,  and 
“ has  thought  proper  to  adopt  a ftrain  fo  falfe,  fo  vile,  and  fo  difgufting,  as  to  render  Dr.  D. 
‘'a too  . . . and  ludicrous  to  give  an  affront,  or  to  make  an  apology. 

Mr.  Grattan  remains  in  Dublin  for  three  days,  and  is  to  be  heard  of  at  Kearn’s  Hotel,  Kildare- 
''  ftreet.” 

* The  following  is  his  excellency’s  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I HAVE  his  majefty’s  commands  to  affemble  you  in  parliament  at  this  im- 
portant  period,  and  refort  to  your  deliberation  and  advice. 

When  I refledl:  on  the  tranquillity  which  attended  the  late  general  eledlion,  I have  juft  ground 
to  believe,  that  the  wifdora  and  firmnefs  which  were  manifefted  by  the  late  parliament  were  felt 
“ and  approved  by  the  nation  at  large,  and  that  your  condudt  will  be  adluated  by  lirailar  principles 
“ in  defence  of  our  happy  conftitution. 

‘‘  It  muft  have  given  you  great  concern  to  learn,  that  his  majefty’s  endeavours  to  reftore  the 
“ bleflings  of  peace  have  been  again  fruftrated  by  the  defperate  ambition  of  the  French  government. 
" I have  his  majefty’s  commands  to  lay  before  you  his  royal  declaration,  and  the  various  papers 
which  palfed  in  tlie  courfe  of  the  late  negociation,  in  which  the  magnanimity  and  moderation  of 
“ his  majefty  were  fo  eminently  difplayed,  as  to  leave  no  pretext  or  colour  for  the  infidious  conduct 
“ and  fallacious  ftatements  of  the  enemy. 

“ His  majefty  relies  with  confidence  on  the  fpirit  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  who  are  fenfible  of 
“ their  duty  to  their  God,  their  fovereign,  and  their  country.  He  knows  they  are  incapable  of 
being  intimidated  by  any  threats,  or  deluded  by  any  offers;  and  he  implicitly  depends  on  the 
valour  of  his  regular  and  militia  forces,  the  active  loyalty  of  the  diftrict  corps,  the  courage  of  the 

“ nation. 
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Earl  of  Roden  moved  tlie  addrefs  in  the  lords,  which  was  as  iifnal  an  echo  of 
the  fpeech.  The  Earl  of  Be6live,  in  a maiden  fpeech,  difclaimed  every  idea 

of 

nation,  and  the  piwvefs  of  his  fleets  and  armies  for  defeating  every  hoftile  attempt,  which  may 
be  made  on  this  kingdom. 

The  late  fignal  vi6lory  of  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  over  the  Dutch  fquadron,  atchieved  on  their 
*■'  own  coatls  with  fuch  profeflional  ikill  and  heroic  gallantry,  has  not  only  added  frefli  luftre  to 
” the  glory  of  his  majefty’s  navy,  but  has  given  new  flrength  and  fecurity  to  all  his  majefty’s  do- 
“■  minions.” 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“■  I HAVE  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  the  eftimates  for  the  enfuing  year 
to  be  laid  before  you  : I lament,  that  additional  burthens  are  ftill  neceflary  in  order  to  maintain 
" the  honor  and  fecurity  of  the  empire  in  the  prefent  exigency;  and  although  from  the  ftate  of 
preparation  in  which  this  kingdom  ftands  fome  of  the  demands  of  former  periods  will  not  recur, 
yet  I fear  the  general  expence  of  the  enfuing  year  will  not  admit  of  any  confiderable  redudtion. 
“ When  you  refledt  on  all  you  have  to  preferve,  and  all  you  have  to  expedt  from  the  enemy  you 
have  to  combat  with,  I doubt  not  the  fupplies  wall  be  chearfully  granted.  I fliall  endeavour  on 
my  part  that  they  fliall  be  faithfully  applied.” 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ IN  confequence  of  the  Addrefles  of  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons  in 
‘‘  May  lafl,  I direfted  immediate  and  vigorous  meafures  to  be  taken  for  repreffing  difafleiStioii  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  reftoring  fecurity  and  confidence  to  the  loyal  and  w'ell- 
difpofed  ; the  effeft  of  which  has  been  manifefled  in  the  return  of  fubordination  and  induftry  in 
“ that  quarter.  Other  attempts  have  fince  been  made  by  the  leaders  of  the  difaffedted  in  fome 
parts  of  the  midland  and  fouthern  diftricts  with  too  much  fuccefs,  and  emiflaries  have  been  em- 
''  ployed,  and  publications  have  been  circulated  by  them  to  revive  religious  animofities,  and  to  open 
profpefts  of  plunder,  by  which  means  the  lower  clalfes  have  been  excited  to  commit  a6b  of  the 
“ moft  horrid  outrage  and  barbarity.  I have  to  lament,  that  the  diligence  and  aftivity  of  the  ma- 
“ giftrates,  though  aflifted  by  the  troops  which  have  been  ordered  into  that  part  of  the  kingdom, 
“ have  not  yet  been  able  entirely  to  put  a flop  to  thofe  difturbances.  Conftant  vigilance,  and  un- 
remitting  exertions  continue  to  be  neceflTary  when  all  means  are  tried  to  excite  the  people  to  re- 
“ bellion  and  revolt ; when  a fyftematic  plan  of  aflatTination  is  adopted  and  encouraged,  and  when 
“ the  moft  audacious  attempts  are  made  to  impede  and  prevent  the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

“ Amidft  your  exertions  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  I muft  not  omit  to  recommend  to  you 
not  to  relax  your  attention  to  its  commerce,  its  agriculture,  and  its  manufaftures,  and  efpecially 
"■  to  that  of  the  linen ; nor  w'ill  your  liberality  be  lefs  confpicuous  in  continuing  that  protefliion  to 
“ the  Proteftant  charter-fchools,  and  the  other  charitable  inftitutions,  under  which  they  hav'e  fo 
“ long  flourithed. 

“ His  majefty  has  commanded  me  to  declare  to  you,  that  his  firm  refolution  is  taken  in  the  pre- 
fent  arduous  conteft.  He  will  not  be  wanting  to  his  people,  but  wdth  them  will  Hand  or  fall  in 
the  defence  of  their  religion,  and  in  the  prefervation  of  the  independence,  laws,  and  liberties  of 
" his  kingdoms. 
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of  vexatious  oppofition ; but  he  could  not  agree  to  that  part  of  the  addrefs, 
which  approved  of  the  nieafures  of  adminiftration.  He  reprobated  the  fyf- 
tem  of  coercion ; thought  Ireland  was  only  to  be  reclaimed  by  timely  con- 
ceffion ; and  ftrongly  recommended  Catholic  emancipation  and  temperate 
reform.  The  chancellor,  in  a very  animated  reply,  infifted  that  thefe  bb- 
je6lions  were  but  catch  words  for  revolt  and  rebellion  : What  did.  the  noble 
lord  mean,  by  ufmg  the  phrafe,  “ imparting  to  the  Roman  Catholic  body  the 
“ bleffings  of  the  conftitution  ?’'  There  was  not  a Roman  Catholic  in  Ire- 
land, to  whom  the  benefits  of  its  conftitution  were  not  extended  as  amply  as 
to  the  noble  lord,  or  any  other  peer  who  heard  him.  The  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland' laboured  under  no  difability,  to  v'hich  the  Proteftants  were  not 
equally  fubje6l;  except  the  qualification  to  keep  arms,  of  being  a freeliolder, 
or  having  a certain  perfonal  property,  can  be  fo  conftrued.  The  meafures 
of  emancipation  and  reform  were  far  fiiort  of  the  defigns  of  the  difaflfeded : 
the  feparation  of  that  country  from  her  imperial  connexion  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  a fraternal  alliance  with  the  French  republic,  were  the  obvious  pur- 
pofes  of  the  infurgents.  The  government  of  Ireland  had,  by  meafures 
necelfarily  flrong,  at  length  quieted  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  the 
confpiracy  originated.  Thefe  meafures  trere,  to  his  knowledge,  extorted  from 
the  noblem,an  who  governed  that  country  : they  had  been  fuccefsful,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  north  at  that  day  was  a proof  of  their  wifdom.  The  county, 
from  which  he  had  lately  returned,  and  which  had  formerly  been  a loyal,  in- 
duftrious  county,  was  infefted  by  emilfaries  from  the  north,  exciting  the 
peafantry  to  infurre6tion.  Emancipation  and  reform  were  not  the  means 
which  they  employed  for  the  fedu6lion  of  the  peafant.  The  fuppreflion  of 
tythcs,  the  abolition  of  taxes,  and  exemption  from  the  payment  of  rent,  were 
the  reivards  they  promifed.  Emancipation  and  reform  were  only  ufed  to  de- 
lude the  better  claffes. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the  addrefs,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  avowal,  which  Lord  Clare  made  in  that  fpeech,  Avas  moft  pointedly 
illuftrative  of  this  delicate  and  important  period  of  Iriili  hifiory,  and  conclu- 

“ It  will  be  a fource  of  infinite  fatisfafition  to  my  mind,  if,  in  the  execution  of  my  duty,  I can 
” contribute  to  fupport  the  generous  determination  of  my  fovereign,  and  maintain  the  fafety  and 

profperity  of  his  people.  I rely  upon  your  advice  and  co-operation,  and,  aided  by  tliem,  I look 
fo:  ward  with  confidence  to  a happy  ifiue  of  the  conteft  in  Avhich  we  are  engaged.” 
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fively  demonftrative  of  the  benefit,  which  Ireland  muft  reap  from  an  incorpo- 
rate Union  Math  Great  Britain,  M'^ere  it  only  to  be  relieved  from  the  ferocious 
feverity,  Avith  M'hicli  an  Irifh  government  has  never  failed,  M'hen  permitted,  to 
opprefs  and  aggrieve  their  countrymen.-  His  lordfliip’s  affertion,  that  the 
ftrong  meafures  of  government  had  then  quieted  the  north,  was  not  generally 
admitted  : but  inafmuch  as  he  M^as  the  dictator  of  tliofe  very  ftrong  meafures, 
M'hich  muft  have  been  againft  the  judgment,  feelings,  and  fentiments  of  the 
chief  governor,  from  M'hom  they  were  extorted,  the  confeffion  of  that  noble 
lord  purifies  Earl  Camden  and  the  Britilh  cabinet  from  the  ocean  of  blood, 
M'hich  Avas  let  out  after,  if  not  by  means  of  thofe  very  Jirong  meafures. 

In  the  commons  alfo  fome  ineffedtual  oppofition  At^as  made  to  the  addrefsj 
upon  fimilar  grounds  as  in  the  lords.  Mr.  Smith  moATd,  by  Avay  of  amend- 
ment to  the  addrefs,  an  additional  claufe,  by  Avhich  tlie  houfe  fhould  recom- 
mend to  his  majefly  fiich  meafures,  as  Avere  likely  to  conciliate  the  people, 
and  unite  them  for  the  fafety  of  the  realm  againft  the  common  enem}'. 
There  Avas  indeed  nothing  like  a ferious  oppofition  in  parliament,  fince  the 
feceflion  of  the  ^Thig  party  in  the  laft  feftion. 

Various  caufes  combined  to  bring  the  confpiracy  of  the  unionifts  to  an 
earlier  iftue,  than  Aias  originally  intended.  Their  Gallic  friends  had  long 
negle6led  them,  and  had  gone  by  every  opportunity  of  fuccouring  them  Avitll 
effedl,  Tlie  vigilance  and  a6livity  of  government  had  encreafed : the  greateft 
and  moft  refpeftable  part  of  the  population  of  the  kingdom  had  in  their  ad- 
drefles  given  frefli  pledges  of  their  loyalty,  and  renounced  and  reprobated 
the  principles  of  the  union.  The  leaders  therefore  of  the  union,  Avearied  • 
out  by  the  tardinefs  of  their  allies,  and  perceiving  their  opponents  increafing 
in  ftrength,  and  their  own  party  vifibly  on  the  decline,  toM^ards  the  beginning 
of  the  year  J798  refolved  upon  a defperate  effort.  In  the  month  of  February 
a military  committee  Avas  appointed  by  tlie  executive  council  of  the  rebels; 
detailed  inftru6lions  Avere  iflued  to  the  adjutant-generals ; and  .thanks  AVTre 
voted  to  the  feveral  colonels  for  their  aftiduity  in  embodying  and  organizing 
the  people.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Irifli  executiA-e  prepared  a difpatch  for 
the  French  directory,  prefting,  in  the  moft  earneft  terms,  for  the  promifed 
fuccours;  hut  it  Avas  found  impoftible  to  convey  it  to  France.  In  the  months 
of  February  and  IMarch,  many  parts  of  Leinfter  and  IMuiifter  Avere  in  the 
adlual  pofleflion  of  the  United  Iriflimen,  and  other  parts  were  fecretly  under 
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their  coutroul.  No6lurnal  infurreftions  Arere  innumerable  throughout  the 
kingdom.  In  one  inftance,  an  attack  was  made  in  the  open  day.  The  town 
of  Cahir,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  was  invefted  by  a party  of  800  men, 
chiefly  cavalry : it  was  retained  in  their  pofleflion  till  a regular  fcarch  was 
made  for  arms,  and  they  were  futfered  to  evacuate  it  in  order  and  Avithout 
moleftation.  A6ts  of  murder  and  barbarity,  committed  on  thefe  occafions, 
Avere  numerous : and  fuch  Avas  the  terror  generally  excited,  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  commons  ftates,  that  very  many  of  the  loyal  inhabi- 
tants of  the  counties  of  Cork,  Limerick,  Tipperary.  Kilkenny,  CarloAV,  King’s 
County,  Queen’s  County,  Kildare,  and  Wicklow,  fled  for  fafety  to  the  gar- 
rifon  toAvns. 

One  more  humane  efifort  Avas  made  by  the  Earl  of  Moira,  fupported  by  all 
thofe,  Avho  Avere  at  once  the  friends  of  order  and  of  liberty,  to  reftore  the 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom  by  meafures  of  conciliation  : and  on  the  19th  of 
February,  1798,  his  lordfliip  fubmitted  a motion  to  that  effedt,  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Lords.  In  a long  and  impreffive  fpeech  he  repeated 
nearly  the  fame  fadts,  which  he  had  Hated  in  his  place  in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of 
Peers.  He  related,  “ that  many  individuals  had  been  torn  from  their  fami- 
“ lies,  and  locked  up  for  months  in  the  clofefl;  confinement,  AAUthout  hearing 
“ by  Avhom  they  Av^ere  accufed,  AV'ith  Avhat  crime  they  Avere  charged,  or  to 
“ AAdiat  means  they  might  recur  to  prove  their  innocence  ; that  great  num- 
“ bers  of  houfes  had  been  burned,  Avith  the  Avhole  property  of  the  Avretched 
“ OAAuiers,  upon  the  loofefl;  fuppofltion  of  even  petty  tranfgreflions ; that  tor- 
“ ture,  by  Arhich  he  meant  picqueting  and  half  hanging,  continued  to  be 
“ ufed  to  extort  from  the  fuflferer  a charge  againft  his  neighbours.”  If  he 
fliould  be  contradidled  Avith  refpeft  to  thele  fafts,  he  profefled  himfelf  pre- 
pared to  “ produce  the  affidavits  of  them,”  and  declared  his  intention  of 
moving  “ for  the  examination  of  the  deponents  at  the  bar.  If  there  be 
“ delinquencies,  there  muft  be  delinquents.  Prove  their  guilt,  and  punifli 
“ them;  but  do  not,  on  a loofe  charge  of  partial  tranfgreffion,  impofe  inflic- 
“ tion  on  the  whole  community.  The  ftate  of  fociety  Avas  dreadful  indeed, 
“ Avhen  the  fafety  of  every  man  Avas  at  the  mercy  of  a fecret  informer,  Avhen 
“ the  cupidity,  the  maleA'olence,  or  the  erroneous  fufpicions  of  an  individual 
“ Avere  fufficient  to  deftroy  his  neighbour.” 

His  lordfliip  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  to  urge  his  excel- 
lency 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND.  655 

lency  to  purfue  fucli  conciliatory  meafures,  as  might  allay  the  apprehenlions 
and  extinguidi  the  difcontents  unhappily  prevalent  in  that  country. 

Lord  Glentworth  remarked,  that  the  motion  appeared  to  him  to  be  cal- 
culated to  dilhearten  and  difmay  the  loyal,  and  to  animate  and  invigorate 
the  difloyal.  The  noble  earl  (he  faid)  in  his  ftatement,  feemed  to  miftake  the 
effect  for  the  caufe.  The  meafures  of  which  he  complained,  were  the  confe- 
quences,  and  not  the  caufe  of  dilTatisfadlion ; government  was  certainly  to 
blame,  but  it  M'as  for  not  having  refilled  thofe  meafures  fooner. 

The  lord  chancellor,  after  paying  a juft  compliment  to  tlie  chara6ter  of  the 
noble  earl,  attributed  to  his  refidence  out  of  his  own  countrv  his  ignorance 
of  the  actual  ftate  of  it.  He  alferted,  that  the  fyftcm  of  government  had  been 
a fyftem  of  conciliation ; that  in  no  place  had  the  experiment  been  fo  fairly 
tried  as  in  Ireland ; in  none  had  it  fo  completely  failed. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  the  chancellor  palled  fome  reflexions  on  the 
Bilhop  of  Down,  who  had  promoted  a petition  to  his  majefty  in  favor  of  con- 
ciliatory meafures.  From  the  charge  of  difaft'eXion,  the  learned  prelate  very 
fatisfaXorily  exculpated  himfelf.  He  profelfed,  that  he  was  a friend  to  con- 
ciliation: coercion,  he  faid,  had  been  tried  long  enough.  He  attributed 
much  of  the  calamities  of  the  country  to  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 
With  refpeX  to  Catholic  emancipation,  he  confidered  it  as  a matter  of  right, 
not  of  favor  : and  a reform  of  parliament  as  an  aX  of  policy,  which  the  ftate 
of  the  country  rendered  abfolutely  neceflary.  The  motion  was  alfo  fupported 
by  Lord  Dunfany,  who  alferted,  that  the  prefent  fyftem  was  the  caufe  of  the 
exifting  difcontents.  It  had  been  alked  of  the  noble  earl  who  made  the  mo- 
tion, why  he  had  not  now  brought  before  the  houfe  a catalogue  of  thofe 
enormous  cruelties,  which  he  had  detailed  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Peers  ? In- 
ftead  of  being  alked  fuch  a queftion,  the  noble  and  learned  lord  diould  rather 
have  thanked  him  for  the  conciliating  and  pacific  manner  in  w’hich  he  pro- 
pofed  to  aX.  But  if  noble  lords  wanted  fuch  a catalogue,  he  could  furnilli 
them ; he  could  relate  to  them  not  limply  the  burning  of  houfes,  but  the 
murder,  in  cold  blood,  of  their  inhabitants:  he  could  give  them  an  account 
of  three  men  particularly,  who,  after  having  had  their  houfes  burned  to  the 
ground,  were  lliot  by  the  military,  after  having  been  for  fome  time  prifoners: 
and  he  could  add  to  thefe  accounts,  the  much  more  numerous  inftances  of 
men  torn  fi-om  their  family  and  country,  and,  without  the  form  of  a trial, 
tranfported  for  life. 
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The  Earl  of  i\Ioira  made  a very  ample  reply,  and  again  offered  to  fubftan^ 
tiate  his  fa61;s  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  He  admitted  that  a confpiracy  did 
exift  in  the  country  againil  the  government,  but  he  attributed  that  confpi- 
racy to  the  fevere  and  unconftitutional  meafures,  which  government  had 
adopted,  and  to  that  moft  impolitic  and  lamentable  meafure,  the  recal  of 
Earl  Eitzwilliam.  The  motion  of  Earl  Moira  was  negatived  by  a large  ma- 
jority. 

About  the  beginning  of  February,  17Q8,  Mr.  A.  O’Connor  was  called  on 
Ills  recognizance  by  the  court  of  King's  Bench  to  take  his  trial,  when  it  ap- 
peared he  was  gone  over  to  England,  as  he  alleged,  on  his  private  concerns  ; 
but  it  afterwards  turned  out,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Union  had  carried  him 
thither.  The  attorney  general  upon  his  non-appearance  moved  the  court, 
that  his  recognizance,  which  Avas  in  2000/.  and  that  of  his  bail  (Lord  E.  Fitz- 
gerald and  counfellor  Emmett),  in  1000/.  each,  fliould  be  eftreated.  Not- 
Avithftanding  a very  ftiff  oppofition  from  the  attorney  general,  the  court  com 
■fented  to  refpite  the  recognizance  till  the  next  term.  The  parliament  continued 
indeed  to  fit,  and  to  do  buhnefs,  but  fo  little  intereft  did  the  public  take  in 
the  debates,  that  the  galleries  Avere  Avholly  deferted,  and  fcarcely  fufficient 
•members  attended  to  make  up  a houfe.*  The  debate  this  feffion,  Avhich  moft 
interefted  the  public  Avas,  that  in  the  Lords  upon  Lord  Moira’s  motion,  in 
which  the  chancellor  fpoke  for  four  hours,  and  the  houfe  divided  between 

* Whilft  the  commons  were  debating  the  taxes  on  the  I2th  of  February,  Mr.  Browne  (of  the 
College)  congratulated  the  houfe  on  the  appearance  of  fome  diverfity  of  fentiment  that  night.  He 
faid,  government  muft  rejoice  at  it ; for  the  fullen  filence  and  cold  indifference,  which  had  fo  long 
prevailed,  were  more  alarming  than  any  oppofition  whatfoever  j and  he  could  not  help  obferving, 
that  even  on  that  important  occafion,  the  remarkable  thinnefs  of  the  galleries  fhewed  how  little  in- 
tereft the  public  took  in  their  debates  upon  any  thing.  Such  were  the  effe6ts  of  the  triumphant  ma- 
-jorities,  in  which  adminiftration  once  rejoiced.  The  minifter  called  on  gentlemen  who  found  fault 
with  thofe  taxes  which  he  propofed,  to  ftate  others  ; feveral  had  been  propofed ; a voluntary  contri- 
bution bad  indeed  been  coldly  received  by  the  houfe  and  the  country,  and  it  was  either  a very  fliame- 
ful,  or  a very  alarming  circumftance,  that  there  was  fuch  apathy  on  that  fubjeft  : but  why  had 
not  adminiftration  adopted  a tax  on  abfentees  ? He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  though  the  civil 
lift  were  now  limited,  and  new  penfions  could  not  be  granted,  yet  in  the  prefent  lift  great  retrench- 
ments might  be  made:  what  pretence  had  great  and  noble  and  rich  lords  to  penfions  ? How  many 
places  might  be  aboliflied,  many  of  them  in  his  own  profeffion  ? How  many  difpofitions  to  conve- 
.nience  particular  men  avoided  ? The  retrenchments  that  might  be  made  in  the  civil  eftablilliment 
would  amount  to  the  taxes  required.  While  this  Avas  the  cafe,  the  people  would  grumble  at  any  tax. 
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two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Q for  and  44  againft  the  motion.  On 
the  27th  of  February,  wlien  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  in  a committee  of 
fupply,  a very  interefting  converfation  arofe  out  of  an  over  heated  philippic 
of  Dr.  Duia:enan,  aa:ainft  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Catholic  feminarv  at  ]\Iav- 
nooth,  and  the  chara6ter  of  Dr.  Huifey,  the  Catholic  billiop  of  Waterford. 
This  prelate  had  in  the  preceding  year  publilhed  a paftoral  letter  to  the  Ca- 
tholic clergy  of  the  united  diocefe  of  Waterford  and  Lifmore,  in  wliich  he 
exhorted  them  to  attend  to  the  fpiritual  duties  of  the  flock  committed  to 
their  care.  He  pointedly  reprobated  the  too  frequent  ufage  and  indiflerence 
of  parents  educating  their  children  in  the  charter  fchools,  and  the  foldiers 
attending  the  Proteftant  fervice  at  church.  He  reprefented  the  pliyfical  con- 
fequence  of  the  Catholic  body  as  much  more  confiderable,  than  it  is  ufually 
confidered,  viz.  as  nine  tenths  of  the  nation  at  large,  and  ninety-nine  hun-' 
dredths  of  his  diocefe.  This  he  did  with  a fpirit  of  more  independence,  and 
in  language  more  free  and  energetic,  than  was  reliflied  by  the  Caftle  : it  ga^'e 
particular  offence  to  the  great  advocates  and  fupporters  of  the  fyflem  of 
coercion.  It  was  confidered  by  many  of  his  brethren  as  too  bold  and  itrong 
for  the  then  diftempered  ftate  of  the  public  mind,  and  calculated  to  give  a 
frefli  handle  to  their  enemies  to  renew  and  fliarpen  tlieir  afperity  againft 
them.*  The  motion,  which  Dr.  Duigenan  oppofed  with  fo  much  virulency, 
was  made  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  viz.  that  a fumof  10,000/.  thou  Id 
be  granted  to  the  truftees  of  the  Roman  Catholic  college  at  IMaynooth,  to 
defray  the  expences  of  certain  additions  to  the  buildings,  and  alfo  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  eftablifliment  for  a year,  viz.  the  profcfl'ors,  witli  fifty 
free  fcholars  for  half  a year  ending  in  September  next ; and  for  the  pro>“ 
feffors  and  two  hundred  free  fcliolars  from  the  29th  of  September  next  to  tlie 

* Few  ecclefiaftics  ever  polTeffed  more  extenfive  knowledge,  profane  and  ecclcfiaftical,  than  Dr. 
Hufley.  He  had  long  enjoyed  the  good  opinion  and  peculiar  confidence  of  the  Britifh  minifiry,  as 
well  as  the  favor  of  feveral  foreign  courts,  particularly  that  of  Spain.  Upon  his  firfl;  entrance  into 
his  paftoral  funtStion,  his  great  objeft  was  to  imprefs  his  flock  with  a dignified  lenfe  of  their  religion, 
and  to  eftablifli  a free,  unchecked,  and  open  exercife  of  it,  after  the  legiflature  had  given  it  tolera- 
tion. He  frequently  officiated  to  the  Catholics  in  the  militia  regiments,  which  were  encamped  at 
Lehawnftown  : he  incurred  much  difpleafure  at  the  caftle  from  having  lodged  a Itrong  remonftrance 
againft  the  punifliments  inflicted  upon  fome  Catholic  foldiers  for  having  difobeyed  orders,  by  re- 
fufing  to  attend  the  Proteftant  fervice  when  their  regiments  weVe  ordered  to  church.  The  paftoral 
fetter  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CIX.  together  with  fome  interefting  letters  of  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Burke  upon  this  prelate’s  conduft. 
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25tli  of  jMarcl),  1799-  Mr.  Pelham,  in  fupport  of  the  original  motion,  re- 
plied to  the  arguments  of  Dr.  Duigenan,  and  gave  a fuccinft  hiftory  of 
the  college  from  its  foundation.  He  alferted,  that  the  members  of  the  col- 
lege Avere  not  open  to  blame  for  any  imprudence  of  Dr.  Huffey,  as  they  had 
difplaced  him  lor  non-refidence.  With  refpe6t  to  the  emoluments  of  each 
fcholar,  he  Ihewed,  that  they  they  were  much  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  fcho- 
lars  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  as  the  25/.  given  to  thofe  at  Maynooth, 
included  their  maintenance  and  all  other  neceflaries,  while  at  T.  C.  D.  there 
was  a A-early  emolument  fometimes  of  20/.  a year  over  their  maintenance.  As 
to  the  number  of  200,  he  faid  it  Avas  not  confidered  as  a fixed  number  of  re- 
gular fcholarlliips,  but  as  a temporary  arrangement  for  the  convenience  of 
thofe  young  men,  Avho,  by  the  Avar  with  France,  had  been  depriA^ed  of  their 
fituations  in  that  country.  Befides  the  number  of  Catholic  priefts  occupied 
in  the  care  of  the  miniftry  in  that  country  Avere  2000,  and  to  recruit  that 
number  continually,  200  AA^ere  fcAV  enough  to  be  educated  at  one  time  in 
college.  He  then  defended  the  meafure  of  eftablilhing  a Catholic  feminary 
for  education  as  at  once  a meafure  of  juftice  to  the  people,  and  liberal  policy 
of  the  Rate.  The  original  motion  Avas  carried  Avithout  a divifion.  IMr.  J.  C. 
Beresford  oppofed  it,  but  upon  a very  different  ground,  nan)ely,  becaufe  the 
exiftence  of  a diftinft  feminary  for  Catholic  education  Avas  calculated  to  keep 
the  Catholic  and  Proteftant  from  uniting,  and  becoming  one  people.  He 
obferx’ed,  that  it  had  ahvays  been  the  policy  of  the  Britifii  cabinet  to  divide 
the  people  of  that  country  by  exciting  religious  differences,  and  he  began  to 
perceive  that  fyftem  Avas  likely  to  continue. 

Complaints  Avere  very  juftly  made  of  the  licentioufnefs  and  mifchievous  ma- 
lice of  the  prefs.  Towards  the  end  of  February,  Mr.  O’Donnel  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  houfe  to  fome  publications  in  the  paper  called  The  Prefs. 
After  ftatihg  the  mifchiefs,  Avhich  he  afferted  that  paper  had  produced  in  the 
country,  and  urging  the  neceffity  there  was  for  putting  it  doAvn  not  by  mili- 
tary force,  but  by  law,  if  any  law  exifted  that  could  effcdl  that  purpofe,  and 
if  not,  that  parliament  fiiordd  ena6l  a laAv  for  the  purpofe,  he  proceeded  to 
read  feveral  paffages,  upon  Avhich  he  commented,  and  declared,  that  if  they 
Arere  fuffered  to  pafs  unnoticed,  it  muff  be  fuppofed  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
prefs  Avas  not  reftrained  in  that  country  by  any  laAv  : he  difelaimed  having 
been  induced  .to  bring  forAvard  this  fubjeft  by  any  perfonal  attack,  which 
had  been  made  on  himfelf,  or  from  any  perfonal  animofity  to  the  gentleman 
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who  pi’ofeffed  himfelf  the  editor  of  that  paper;  on  the  contrary,  he  felt  for 
him  a fincere  friendfl)ip,  which  had  commenced  in  early  life  : he  profelfed  as 
ftronga  friendfliip  for  the  brother  of  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Roger  O'Connor),  - 
then  a prifoner  at  Cork,  and  whofe  fufferings  he  would  be  happy  to  mitigate, 
even  by  Iharing  with  him  the  miferies  of  a prifon  ; he  brought  the  bufmefs 
before  parliament  merely  from  a convidlion,  that  his  duty  to  that  houfe  and 
to  the  country  called  on  him  fo  to  do.  He  concluded  by  movmg,  “ That  a 
“ committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  pub- 
“ lication  called  The  Prefs,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  houfe.” 

The  United  Iridimen,  in  order  to  repair  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained  by  the 
military  demolition  of  the  Northern  Star  Office  at  Belfaft,  which  has  been 
noticed  to  have  been  under  the  dire61ion  of  Mr.  Neilfon,  had  eftabliflied  this 
paper  called  The  Prejs:  but  the  intemperate  language  of  this  publication 
fubje6led  it  to  a profecution ; the  publilherwas  imprifoned,  and  the  paper  in 
danger  of  being  fuppreffed.  In  this  crifis  Mr.  A.  O’Connor  came  boldly 
forward,  and  announced  himfelf  as  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  obnox- 
ious paper.  He  had  lately  been  eleded  member  of  the  Irilh  Direclory,  in 
conjunclion  Acith  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  a gentleman 
in  a confiderable  commercial  bufmefs  in  Dublin,  IVIr.  ]\PNevin,  Avho  had 
been  actively  concerned  for  the  Catholics  during  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  adminif- 
tration,  and  counfellor  Emmet.  Strong  fufpicions  however  fell  upon  Mr. 
O'Connor,  and  alfo  upon  his  brother.  JMr.  Roger  O’Connor  Avas  appre- 
hended, and  lodged  in  Cork  gaol,  on  a charge  of  high  treafon,  from  Avhich, 
liOAvever,  he  Avas  liberated  at  the  fpring  affizes,  from  a total  Avant  of  evidence 
againll  him.  Thus  circumllanced,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1708,  iiJr. 
Arthur  O'Connor  came  to  England,  Avith  an  intention,  as  it  afterwards  ap- 
peared, of  proceeding  to  France,  in  conjunction  Avith  John  Binns,  member 
of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  James  Coigley,  an  Irilli  prieft,  and  a 
perfon  of  the  name  of  Allen.  In  the  latter  end  of  February  they  AATiit  to  IMar- 
gate,  intending  to  hire  a fmall  veffel  to  convey  them  to  France.  Some  cir- 
cumftances  in  their  condii6t,  however,  exciting  fufpicion,  theyAvere  all  appre- 
hended, and  firfl;  committed  prifoners  to  the  toAver,  and  aftei'AA^ards  to  Maid- 
ftone  gaol.  At  IMaidftone  they  Avere  tried  by  a fpecial  commiffion  on  the  21  ft 
and  22d  of  IMay,  and  all  of  them  acquitted,  except  Coigley,  on  Avhom  had 
been  found  a treafonable  and  mod  abfurd  paper,  purporting  to  be  an  add  refs 
from  “ the  Secret  Committee  of  England  to  the  Executive  Direclory  of 
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France.”  Coigley  was  condemned  and  executed  ; and  ]\lr.  O'Connor  and 
Binns,  after  their  acquittal,  were  detained  on  another  charge  of  treafon  pre- 
ferred againft  them.  In  the  mean  time,  and  in  confequence  of  the  motion  of 
]Mr.  O’Donnel,  an  adl  had  patfed  the  Irifh  parliament,  authorizing  grand  ju- 
ries to  prefent  any  ne\vs-paper,  containing  feditious  or  libellous  matter,  as  a 
nuifance  ; and  alfo  authorizing  the  magiftrates,  on  fuch  prcfentation,  to  fup- 
prefs  the  paper,  and  feize  and  deftroy  the  printing  materials,  &c.  The  paper 
called  The  Prefs  was  therefore  fuppreffed,  and  fome  of  its  principal  fupporters 
taken  into  cuftody ; but  no  difcovery  of  importance  refulted  from  this 
tranfadlion. 

In  the  debate  in  the  commons  upon  the  abufes  of  the  prefs,  Mr.  Vandeleur 
introduced  the  fubjeft  of  the  Orangemen,  Rating,  that  other  papers  were  under 
- as  mifchievous  a control  of  the  Orangemen,  as  the  prefs  was  of  the  United 
Irilhmcn.  He  was  aftonilhed,  that  they  fhould  be  Rill  countenanced  and 
fupported  by  miniRers,  though  the  RrR  law  oRicer  of  the  crown  held  their  ex- 
ceffes,  and  the  condu6lof  thofe  magiftrates  who  countenanced  them,  fo  much 
in  hatred,  that  he  declared,  could  he  have  found  other  men  of  fuRicient  loy- 
alty in  the  county  to  fill  their  places,  he  would  have  removed  every  one  of 
them  from  the  magiftracy.  But  if  the  meafure  were  neceflary,  he  thought 
it  Ihould  be  left  to  the  government  to  propofe  it ; it  tvas  a delicacy  due  to 
them. 

Mr.  Duigenan  could  not  help  exprefling  his  furprife  at  what  had  fallen 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laR,  refpedflng  Orangemen.  He 
was  not  a friend  to  any  feparation  of  the  people  by  marks  or  names  of  difcri- 
inination,  but  he  could  not  help  faying,  that  the  Orangemen  appeared  by 
the  declarations  publiRied  lately  in  the  public  papers,  particularly  in  a paper 
called  The  Diibl'm  Journal,  to  be  very  good  and  loyal  fubje6ls ; their  decla- 
rations breathed  nothing  but  loyalty,  and  a defire  to  protedl  all  defcriptions 
of  perfons,  that  Riould  behave  themfelves  in  a neighbourly  and  peaceable 
manner,  as  well  Catholics  as  others ; and  therefore  he  wondered  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  taken  occafion  to  introduce  their  names  or  infinuate  any 
charge  againft  them  in  this  debate,  particularly  as  whatever  excefles  might 
formerly  have  been  committed  by  them,  and  which  certainly  could  not  be 
juRified,  however  they  might  be  extenuated  by  the  fpirit  of  loyalty,  from 
which  they  fprung,  were  now  at  an  end,  and  did  not  ever  extend  beyond 
the  limits  of  a Angle  county,  and  that  a fmall  one.  Tlie  honorable  gentleman 
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mult  know,  tliat  the  name  of  Orangemen  Avas  made  a pretext  to  fow  dilfcn- 
tion  among  tlie  people,  and  that  it  Avas  feduloufly  propagated,  that  their  ob- 
ject Avas  to  exterminate  the  Catliolics. 

A remarkable  inftance  of  that  occurred  on  the  11th  of  October  laft,  Avhen 
abov'e  3700  men,  all  C'atholics,  atlembled  in  arms  at  night,  betAveen  jBray  and 
ArkloAV,  declaring,  that  they  did  fo,  becaufe  they  were  informed  the  Orange- 
men AA'ere  coming  to  dellroy  them.  In  the  fame  Avay  there  Avere  rifings  in 
the  counties  of  WickloAv  and  Wexford  by  the  Catholics,  under  the  pretence, 
that  the  Orangemen  were  coming  upon  them.  What  effe6l  then  mult  ithaA^e 
thus  to  introduce  the  name  of  Orangemen  in  this  debate,  as  if  they  Avere 
men,  Avho  were  declared  enemies  to  the  Catholics,  Avhen  it  Avas  the  fa6l,  that 
they  Avere  Avilling  to  defend  the  Catholic,  as  Avell  as  any  other  man,  if  he  be- 
haved himfelf  like  a good  fubje6t. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  repeated  his  objedtions  to  thofe  publications,  Avhich  held  up 
Orangemen  as  the  peculiar  favorites  of  adminiftration,  and  urged  the  danger 
that  mull  refult  from  letting  any  defcription  of  perfons  affume  to  themfelves 
the  tone  of  rulers,  by  declaring  that  they  Avould  prote6l  others,  &c.  He 
agreed,  that  the  name  of  Orangemen  had  been  held  out  by  the  ill-difpofed 
to  create  jealoufies  and  dilfention,  and,  therefore  thought  it  right,  that  fuch  a 
denomination  Ihould  receive  no  countenance, 

Mr.  I'ighe  faid,  that  as  Orangemen  as  Avell  as  Defenders  had  been  men- 
tioned, he  Avould  not  enquire  Avhether  thofe  had  burned  houfes  and  expelled 
their  inhabitants  tq  faA’e  the  xonftitution,  or  Avhether  thefe  had  refilled  them 
for  the  fame  reafon  ; but  he  Avould  fay,  that  if  any  particular  fet  of  men  AV’ere 
alloAved  to  proclaim  themfelves  as  the  protectors  of  this  or  that  defcription  of 
people,  it  Avould  be  a moll  dangerous  precedent ; if  it  Avere  permitted  to  one 
body  of  men,  ever}*  other  Avould  claim  it. 

Mr.  Pelham  alfured  the  houfe,  that  no  difturbances  then  exilled  betAreen 
the  Orangemen  and  the  Catholics.  Letters  had  been  received  from  large 
bodies  of  both  defcriptions,  informing  government,  that  they  Avere  at  laft 
-convinced  both  parties  had  been  deceived  by  the  United  Irilhmen,  Avhofe 
leading  principles  Aeere  a delire  to  fee  a French  army  in  their  country  to  elfe6l 
a complete  feparation  of  Ireland  from  the  croAvn  of  Great  Britain.  With 
Tefpe6l  to  the  Orangemen  and  Defenders,  Avhom  an  honorable  gentleman 
had  in  the  inadvertence  of  debate  called  rebels,  he  did  not  for  his  part  think, 
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that  either  defcription  of  thefe  men  defervecl  that  epithet.  They  were  the 
L^nited  Iriflimen  only,  to  whom  that  name  applied. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1798,  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  after  a very  long  and 
interefting  fpeech  made  his  promifed  motion,  that  a committee  fliould  be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  hate  of  the  country,  and  to  fuggeft  fuch  meafures 
as  were  likely  to  conciliate  the  popular  mind.  Lord  Caulfield  in  a maiden 
fpeech  of  much  ability  feconded  the  motion.  Lord  Caftlereagh,  with  whom 
the  majority  of  the  houfe  went,  vehemently  oppofed  it.  He  entered  into  a 
hiftory  of  the  country  for  fome  years  back,  and  concluded  from  the  events, 
that  the  United  Iriflimen  were  not  men,  who  would  be  contented  or  concili- 
ated by  any  meafures  of  conceffion  fliort  of  a feparation  from  England,  and 
fraternity  with  the  French  Republic;  that  they  were  in  open  rebellion,  and 
therefore  only  to  be  met  by  force.  He  reafoned  alfo  to  prove,  that  the  co- 
ercive meafures  of  the  government  had  been  the  confequences  not  the  caufes 
of  the  difcontents ; that  the  excelfes  charged  on  the  Ibldiery  were  naturally  to 
be  expedtedfrom  the  ftate  of  things,  though  he  did  not  ceafe  to  lament  them; 
and  he  alfo  contended,  that  where  excelfes  had  taken  place,  the  laws  were  open 
and  able  to  punifli  them ; witnefs  the  lalt  affizes  of  Drogheda. 

His  Lordlhip  was  followed  by  a long  train  of  members,  who  fpoke  againfi: 
the  motion  on  the  ground  of  its  being  not  likely  to  be  effe6tual,  becaufe  the 
profeffed  defigns  of  the  United  Iriflimen,  were  fuch  as  left  no  hope  they 
Avould  be  conciliated  by  fuch  meafures;  becaufe  to  yield  to  the  meafure  at 
that  time  would  be  a diflionorable  compromife  with  rebellion ; and  becaufe 
conciliatory  meafures  had  already  been  tried  by  government  in  the  procla- 
mation of  offering  a free  pardon  to  all  who  fliould  come  in  and  fubniit.  Some 
few  gentlemen  fpoke  for  the  queftion,  amongfi:  whom  IMr.  Plunket  particu- 
larly ftated  his  reafons  for  doing  fo,  becaufe  much  obloquy  had  been  thrown 
on  thofe  who  fupported  it:  he  felt  ftrongly  the  awful  fituation  of  the  country. 
Fie  felt  deteftation  for  the  wicked  combination,  which  had  brought  it  into 
that  fituation.  But  that  fituation  impofed  on  the  houfe  an  imperious  necef- 
fity  of  adopting  every  fair  and  honorable  meafure,  which  might  probably 
lead  to  leflen  or  avert  the  difficulties  which  preffed  upon  the  fiate.  Thei  e 
w'ere  in  that  country  hundreds  of  thoufands,  who,  though  not  in  favor  with 
the  adminiftration,  not  being  friends  to  their  meafures,  were  not  with  the 
United  Iriflimen,  but  entertained  the  ftrongeft  difapprobation  of  them  and  their 
plots.  The  United  Iriihmen  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  their  conceffion  : 
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tliey  trembled  at  it,  becaiife  it  would  tear  off  the  malk,  with  which  they  had 
hitherto  covered  themfelves,  and  ftrip  them  of  thofe  pretexts,  by  which  they 
had  crowded  their  ranks.  It  was  by  that  mode  they  were  to  be  put  down. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  houfe  divided  upon  Sir  Lawrence  Par- 
fons’s  motion,  when  there  were  only  19  for  it  and  156  againft  it. 

It  is  important  to  remark,  that  in  all  the  debates  in  parliament,  whenever 
the  abufes  and  outrages  of  the  army  were  mentioned  they  were  never  con- 
tradidted ; the  gentlemen  from  the  treafury  bench  replied,  that  they  were  to 
be  expedted ; that  they  were  the  natural  eff  ufions  of  a loyal  army  in  a rebel 
' country:  that  fuch  had  exifted  at  all  times,  particularly  in  America:  and 
that  the  courts  of  law  were  open  to  redrefs,  and  none  fiiould  complain,  who 
refufed  to  feek  it.  Thefe  were  fpeculative  not  pradtical  refources.  Cotta- 
gers, labourers,  and  farmers,  whofe  habitations  had  been  deftroyed,  v hofe 
relatives  had  been  tranfported,  maimed,  or  murdered,  found  no  folace  or 
relief  in  the  power,  without  the  means  of  profecuting  either  civilly  or  crimi- 
nally. Every  fingle  inftance  of  fuch  outrage  and  cruelty  created  difaffedlion, 
hatred,  and  revenge  in  thoufands,  who  knew  and  who  execrated  the  deed. 
The  ferocity  of  the  fyftem  Avas  engendered,  cherilhed,  and  nurtured,  not  by 
the  Britifii'  but  by  the  Irifli  adminiftration.  Lord  Clare  avowed  thofe  very 
ftrong  ineafures  were  extorted  from  the  chief  governor.  The  Britifii  cabinet 
had  moft  judicioufiy  appointed  the  gallant  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  the  com- 
mander in  chief  in  Ireland,  Avell  knowing,  that  he  Avould  require  the  duties, 
Avithout  debafing  the  charadter  of  the  foldier.  Very  foon  after  his  arrival  that 
refpedted  veteran  found  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  publifiiing  the  folloAv- 
ing  general  orders,  Avhich  not  only  proA'ed  the  licentious  and  diforderly  ftate 
in  Avhich  the  army  then  Avas,  but  refledted  the  ftrongeft  imputation  upon  thofe 
through  Avhofe  connivance,  negledl,  or  cnminality,  they  had  been  permitted 
or  encouraged  to  run  into  that  lamentable  and  difgraceful  fituation. 

“ Adjutant  General's  Office, 

■ “ GENERAL  ORDERS.  Dublin,  Fehruarii  ‘l6th,  l/QB. 

“ THE  very  difgraceful  frequency  of  courts  martial  and  the  many  com- 
“ plaints  in  the  condudl  of  the  troops  in  this  kingdom,  having  too  unfortu- 
“ nately  proved  the  army  to  be  in  a ftate  of  licentioufnefs,  Aidiich  muff  render 
“ it  formidable  to  eA^erv  one  but  the  enemy  : the  commander  in  chief  thinks, 
“ it  neceffary  to  demand  from  all  generals  commanding  diftridls  and  bri- 
“ gades,  as  Avell  as  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  that  they  exert  them- 
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‘‘  lelves,  and  compel,  from  all  officers  under  their  command,  the  Itridleft  and 
moft  unremitting  attention  to  the  difcipline,  good  order,  and  condu6l  of  their 
“ men ; fuch  as  may  reftore  the  high  and  diftinguilhed  reputation  the  Bri- 
tifli  troops  have  been  accuftomed  to  enjoy  in  every  part  of  the  world.  It 
“ becomes  necelfary  to  recur,  and  moft  pointedly  to  attend  to  the  ftanding 
“ orders  of  the  kingdom,  which  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  direft  military 
‘‘  affiftance  to  be  given  at  the  requilition  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  pofitively 
forbid  the  troops  to  act  (but  in  cafe  of  attack)  without  his  prefence  and 
“ authority;  and  the  moft  clear  and  precife  orders  are  to  be  given  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  party  for  this  purpofe. 

“ The  utmoft  prudence  and  precaution  are  alfo  to  be  ufed  in  granting 
‘‘  parties  to  revenue  officers,  with  refpeCt  to  the  perfon  requiring  fuch  aflift- 
ance  and  thofe  employed  on  the  duty;  whenever  a guard  is  mounted,  pa- 
troles  inuft  be  frequently  out  to  take  up  any  foldier,  who  may  be  found  out 
“ of  his  quarters  after  his  hours. 

“ A very  culpable  remitfnefs  having  alfo  appeared  on  the  part  of  officers 
refpedling  the  neceffaiy  infpe61ion  of  barracks,  quarters,  meffes,  &c.  as  well 
“ as  attendance  at  roll-calls,  and  other  hours:  commanding  officers  mull 
“ enforce  the  attention  of  thofe  under  their  command  to  thofe  points,  and 
‘‘  the  general  regulations:  for  all  which  the  ftrifteft  refponfibility  will  be  ex- 
“ pefted  from  them. 

“ It  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  that  the  difcipline  of  the  dragoon  re- 
giinents  ffiould  be  minutely  attended  to,  for  the  facilitating  of  which  the 
commander  in  chief  has  difpenfed  with  the  attendance  of  orderly  dragoons 
“ on  himfelf,  and  defires  that  they  may  not  be  employed  by  any  general  or 
commanding  officers  but  on  military  and  iiidifpenfable  bufmefs. 

“ Lieut.  Gen.  Ci'aig,  G.  Hewit,  Adjutant  General. 

“ Eajiern  Diftrid:  Barracks,  Dublin.'" 

The  liberal  and  genuine  fpirit  of  the  Britilli  foldier,  fo  prominent  on  the 
face  of  thefe  orders  was  repugnant  to  the  coercive  fyftem  of  the  Irifli  miniftry : 
but  the  inflexible  firmnefs  of  that  gallant  veteran  repelled  every  idea  of  ex- 
torting from  him  meafures  he  did  not  approve  of:  he  foon  after  refigned., 
Until  the  arrival  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  extorted  fyftem  of  very  ftrong  mea- 
fures, fo  much  boafted  of  by  the  Earl  of  Clare,  was  revived  as  extenfively  as 
poffible.  The  effeft  of  a principal  part  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie’s  orders, 
was  foon  defeated  by  Mr.  Pelham’s  letter  of  the  3d  of  March,  179®;  which 
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he  informs  the  officers,  that  his  excellency  further  authorifed  them  to  employ 
force  againft  any  perfons  aflemblecl  in  arms,  not  legallj^  authorifed  fo  to  do, 
and  to  difperfe  all  tumultuous  alfemblies  of  perfons,  though  they  might  not 
be  in  arms,  without  waiting  for  the  fandlion  and  affiftance  of  the  civil  autho- 
rity, if  ill  their  opinion  the  peace  of  the  realm,  and  the  fafety  of  his  majelly’s 
faithful  fubjedts  might  be  endangered  by  waiting  for  fuch  authority. 

The  parliament  in  the  mean  while  prepared  the  money  and  fome  other 
prefling  bills  with  little  or  no  oppofition,  and  when  they  received  the  roy^al 
aflent  on  the  24th  of  March,  the  fpeaker  made  an  imprcflive  fpeech*  on  the 

unprecedented 


* “ May  it  please  your  excellency, 

“ LARGE  as  the  fupplies  of  the  laft  feffion  were  beyond  all  former  grants,  thefe 
which  the  commons  now  offer  to  his  majefty  are  not  inferior;  they  go  to  the  fulleft  extent  of 
“ every  fervice  propofed  by  government,  and  are  given  with  an  unanimity  and  zeal  which  mark 
" the  unalterable  determination  of  this  kingdom  to  ftand  or  fall  with  Great  Britain,  and  fliew  that 
“ our  vigor  rifes  as  the  vaunting  menaces  of  the  enemy  encreafe. 

“ With  the  fame  unanimity  we  have  voted  the  maintenance  of  an  army  far  greater  than  was  ever 
“ kept  up  by  this  kingdom  during  any  preceding  war;  and  we  have  continued  to  them  the  aug- 
mentation  of  pay  which  was  granted  by  the  laft  parliament,  and  which  your  excellency  did  juftly 
ftate  to  that  parliament  to  be  a feafonable  and  honorable  acknowledgment  on  their  part  of  the 
“ fteadinefs  and  loyalty  of  that  army;  the  prefent  parliament  feels  the  fame  fentiment  towards 
them.  Repeated  experience  of  the  order  and  alacrity  which  they  have  fliewn  on  every  occafion 
“ that  has  offered,  confirms  his  majefly’s  faithful  commons  in  thole  fentiments,  and  we  join  mofl 
“ cordially  with  his  majefty  in  his  firm  reliance  on  the  valor  of  his  regular  and  militia  forces  in  this 
“ kingdom,  which  his  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  in  his  gracious  anfvver  to  our  addrefs  this 
“ feftion. 

While  the  courage,  the  vigor,  and  the  difeipline  of  thofe  forces,  muft  render  them  formidable 
to  the  enemy  and  enfure  his  defeat,  lliould  he  be  defperate  enough  to  attempt  invafion,  their  zeal, 
“ and  that  of  the  yeomen  to  put  down  rebellion,  to  crufli  infurredion,  and  to  aflift  the  executive 
“ power  in  piote£ling  the  loyal,  the  innocent,  and  well  difpofed,  affords  the  moft  convincing  proofs 
“ of  their  ardent  and  unlliakeable  attachment  to  the  beft  fovereign  and  beft  conftitution,  that  ever 
" blefled  a free  and  happy  people.  We  are  free,  and  w'e  wdll  not  tamely  give  up  our  happinefs, 
“ The  loyal  fpirit  of  the  nation  is  able  to  crulli  rebellion  to  atoms  wherever  it  lhall  dare  to  fliew 
“ itfelf,  and  with  the  firmnefs  which  fo  ftrongly  marks  your  excellency’s  character,  with  the  con- 
“ ftant  fuccefs  which  has  attended  every  vigorous  meafure  that  necelfity  has  called  on  your  excel- 
“ lency  to  adopt,  w'e  have  nothing  to  fear.  We  have  indeed  to  lament  that  traitorous  confpiracies 
” can  ftill  continue,  and  that  any  men  can  be  found  in  the  land  fo  loft  to  every  fenfe  of  patriotifm, 
of  humanity,  of  duty  to  themfelves,  their  country  and  their  God,  as  to  degrade  the  nation  and  the 
“ name  of  Irifhmen,  by  adls  of  ingratitude,  barbarity,  and  aflaflination,  which  would  debafe  a fa- 
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unprecedented  magnitude  of  the  fupplies,  with  feveral  ftrong  obfervations  on 
tlie  critical  fituation  of  the  kingdom  at  that  juncture. 

The  rebellious  leaders  of  tbe  LTnion  about  this  time  received  a letter  from 
France,  frating  that  fuccours  might  be  expected  in  April.  But  they  never 
learned  why  that  promife  was  not  fulfilled.  It  is  indeed  admitted  on  all 
hands,  that  the  I’rench  government  had  fo  little  confidence  in  the  Irilh  rebels, 
that  in  all  their  communications  with  the  rebel  directory,  they  never  intimat- 
ed to  them  the  place,  where  they  meant  to  land,  or  except  in  the  firft  the  force 
they  would  bring.  There  appears  too  much  reafon  to  believe  what  Meffrs. 
O’Connor,  ]\I‘Neven,  and  Emmett  have  obferved  in  the  memoir,*  that  the 
French  never  will  abandon  the  plan  of  feparating  that  country  from  England, 
fo  long  as  the  difeontents  of  the  people  would  induce  them  to  fupport  an 
invafion. 

It  more  frequently  falls  within  the  duty,  than  the  power  of  the  faithful 

vage,  ads  which  call  for  the  heavy  hand  of  juftice,  and  which  the  ordinary  power  of  the  laws  has 
“ proved  inadequate  to  prevent  the  melancholy  and  frequent  repetition  of. 

” But  while  we  lament  fuch  a mortifying  calamity,  we  have  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  how  little 
" its  malignant  influence  or  the  efforts  of  an  exafperated  and  revengeful  enemy,  have  affeded  our 
” commercial  profperity. 

Notwithftanding  the  largenefs  of  the  fupplies,  we  have  continued  the  ufual  bounties  and  en- 
" couragements  to  the  trade,  the  agriculture,  and  the  manufadures  of  the  kingdom,  and  we  fee 
“ witli  fincere  gratification  the  defirable  effeds  of  thofe  encouragements,  in  the  great  encreafe  of 
“ trade  during  the  war,  in  the  general  confidence,  which  attends  private  as  well  as  public  credit,  in 
“ the  ufual  plenty  which  our  agriculture  fupplies,  and  in  the  profperous  ftate  of  all  our  manufac- 
“ tures,  but  moft  particularly  of  our  great  ftaple  the  linen.” 

* Memoir  23.  There  appears  no  plaufible  reafoning  for  doubting  the  fincerity  of  the  proffered 
opinion  of  thofe  Memorialifts  : at  all  events  fas  eji  et  ab  hojie  doceri.  “ Let  us  then  (fay  they)  whilft 
“ Ireland  is  yet  our  country,  be  indulged  in  a few  remarks,  which  we  deem  extremely  important 
“ to  its  future  profperity  j now  that  we  have  given  thefe  full  and  faithful  details  of  the  paft,  we 
“ cannot  be  fufpeded  of  any  but  pure  difinterefted  motives  in  what  we  are  about  to  fay,  ere  we 
“ leave  it  for  ever.  The  parts  we  have  aded  have  enabled  us  to  gain  the  moft  intimate  know- 
“ ledge  of  the  difpolitions  and  hearts  of  our  countrymen.  From  that  knowledge  we  fpeak,  when 
“ we  declare  our  deepeft  convidion,  that  the  penal  laws,  which  have  followed  in  fuch  doleful  and 
‘‘  rapid  fucceffion,  the  houfe  burnings,  arbitrary  imprifonments,  and  free  quarters,  and  above 
“ all,  the  tortures  to  extort  confeflions,  neither  have  had,  or  can  have,  any  other  effed  but 
“ exciting  the  moft  lively  rancour  in  the  hearts  of  almoft  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  againft  thofe  of 
” their  countrymen  who  have  had  recourfe  to  fuch  meafures  for  maintaining  their  power,  and 
“ againft  the  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  whofe  men,  and  whofe  aid  have  been  poured  in  to 
“ aflift  them.” 
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annalift  to  trace  the  true  caiifes  of  changes  both  in  men  and  meafurcs.  It  is 
notorious,  that  in  Ireland,  the  a6live  rainifter,  upon  whom  the  odium  or  merit 
of  the  government  meafures  perfonally  fell,  was  the  firft  fecretary  of  the  lord 
lieutenant.  Through  his  mouth  did  his  excellency  fpeak  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons : from  him  did  the  nation  expe6t  the  reafon,  and  upon  him  chiefly 
relied  the  refponfibility  of  the  government  meafures  in  the  belief  of  the  pub- 
lic. His  fentiments  were  of  courfe  concluded  to  be  in  perfect  unifon  with  the 
lord  lieutenant,  as  his  voice  was  the  organ  of  his  excellency.  To  this  parti- 
cular period  of  time  muft  be  referred  the  refignation  of  G.eneral  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie  and  the  extorted  renovation  and  extenfion  of  the  fyftem  of 
coercion  and  terrorifm.  It  appears  then,  that  IMr.  Pelham,  however 
earnefl  and  firm  he  had  been  in  oppofing  Catholic  emancipation  and  parlia- 
mentary reform,  which  two  queftions  Earl  Camden  had  avowedly  been  fent 
to  oppofe,  was  very  far  from  approving  the  harlh  and  fanguinary  means  of 
dragooning  the  people  into  fubmiffion,  which  had  been  for  fome  time  prac- 
tifed  and  were  intended  to  be  perfevered  in ; a fyftem  * extorted  from  the  chief 
governor.  He  refolved  therefore  to  retire  from  a fituation,  in  which  he  was 
under  the  ncceffity  of  giving  official  countenance  and  fupport  to  a fyftem, 
which  in  principle  he  abhorred,  and  which  he  knew  to  have  been  extorted 

* This  fyftem  at  this  time  (viz.  .5th  April,  1798,)  Mr.  Grattan  has  thus  deferibed.  (Pet.  W. 
C.  p.  12.)  " Here  we  perceive  and  lament  the  effefts  of  inveteracy,  conceived  by  his  majefty’s 

“ minifters  againft  the  Irith.  “ Irritable  and  quellable,  devoted  to  fuperftition,  deaf  to  law,  and 
“ hoftile  to  property  j”  fuch  was  the  pidure,  which  at  different  times  his  minifters  in  Ireland  have 
" painted  of  his  people,  with  a latent  view  to  flatter  the  Englifli  by  the  degradation  of  the  Irith, 
and  by  fuch  fycophantfliip  and  malice,  they  have  perfuaded  themfelves  to  confider  their  fellow 
“ fubjeds  as  a different  fpecies  of  human  creature,  fair  objeds  of  religious  profeription  and  poli- 
tical  incapacities,  but  not  of  moral  relationlhip,  or  moral  obligation ; accordingly  they  have  af- 
forded  indemnity  for  the  rich,  and  new  pains  and  penalties  for  the  people;  they  have  given  fe- 
lonious  deferiptions  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeds,  and  have  eafily  perfuaded  themfelves  to  exercife  fe- 
“ lonious  pradices  againft  their  lives  and  properties ; they  have  become  as  barbarous  as  their  fyf- 
tern,  and  as  favage  as  their  own  defeription  of  their  countrymen  and  their  equ.ils ; and  now  it 
“ feems  tliey  have  communicated  to  the  Britifli  minifier,  at  once  their  deleterious  maxims  and 
their  foul  expreliions,  and  he  too  indulges  and  wantons  in  villainous  difeourfes  againti  the  peo- 
pie  of  Ireland,  founding  the  horrid  trumpet  of  carnage  and  feparation.  Thus  the  language  of 
“ the  minifters  becomes  an  encouragement  to  the  army  to  murder  the  Irilli. 

“ We  leave  thefe  feenes,  they  are  dreadful ; a miniftry  in  league  with  the  abettors  of  the  Orange- 
boys  and  at  war  with  the  people  ; a people  unable  to  procure  a hearing  in  cither  country,  while 
“ the  loquacity  of  tlieir  enemies  befieges  the  throne.” 
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from  the  chief  governor,  whofe  immediate  and  refj)onfible  agent  he  was  be- 
fore the  public.  The  laft  time  he  fpoke  in  public  was  on  Sir  Lawrence  Par- 
fons’s  motion,  whicli  he  oppofed  in  a manner,  that  evidently  hetraj  ed  the 
uneafmefs  of  his  omui  fituation.*  He  foon  after  retired  ; Lord  Caltlereagh 
Avas  appointed  to  fuceeed  Mr.  Pelham,  and  we  find,  that  on  the  23d  of 

* On  that  occafion  the  right  honorable  fecretary  fpoke  as  follows.  ” An  infinuation  had  been 
''  let  fall,  as  if  fome  military  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief.  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  who  was 
“ not  recalled,  (he  refigned)  bore  the  complexion  of  difference  with  the  cabinet  j thofe  orders 
“ had  merely  for  their  obje6t  the  difeipline  of  the  army,  than  which  to  perfe(5t  there  was  not  an 
" officer  exifting  better  qualified,  nor  one  who  had  made  more  and  better  foldiers  for  the  empire. 
He  credited  the  good  intentions  of  the  honorable  mover,  but  did  he  think  that  in  applying  to 
him  meafures  of  coercion,  that  they  embraced  the  whole  nation,  God  forbid  ! He  had  always  a 
confidence  in  the  majority  of  the  Iriffi  people,  and  he  trailed  that  the  difpofitions  and  efforts  of 
the  country  gentlemen  would  foon  render  that  majority  more  decifive  in  the  expreffion  of  its  fen- 
“ timents.  The  honorable  baronet  had  but  lightly  touched  on  the  two  objedts  of  conciliation  : was 
” it  becaufe  an  examination  would  make  them  lefs  defenlible?  Adverting  to  part  of  Sir  Lawrence 
“ Parfons’s  fpeech,  which  afferted  that  the  popular  adls  lince  1783,  were  only  given  to  Have  off' 

“ reform,  Mr.  Pelham  obferved,  that  the  granting  thofe  was  a progreflive  reform,  and  therefore 
the  wifeft  that  could  be  adopted.  The  honorable  baronet  dated  the  difeontents  of  this  country 
“ from  the  recal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  : this  was  a fubjedl,  on  which  he  (Mr.  Pelham)  felt  deli- 
cate  5 the  confequence  of  that  recal  was  his  arrival  in  the  country,  tlie  ftate  of  which  at  that 
“ time  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  render  his  fituation  peculiarlj'^  pleating  or  inviting,  but  he  did  his 
“ duty.  The  war  alfo  was  ftated  as  a caufe  of  difeontent  ■,  how  then  could  thefe  be  reconciled  ? 

“ or  was  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  if  the  w'ar  were  a caufe  of  difeontent,  the  people  of  Ireland  Ihould 
” feel  fatisfied  with  a nobleman,  who  was  uniformly  one  of  the  moft  ftrenuous  fupporters  of  that 
“ war  ? Mr.  Pelham  then,  in  juftification  of  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  entered 
“ into  a retrofpedlion  of  the  difturbances  prevailing  in  that  kingdom  fince  the  year  1793,  and  tlie 
“ laws,  to  which  they  gave  birth. 

“■  He  adverted  to  the  autumn  of  1 796,  when  the  idea  of  an  invafion  prevailed,  and  when  the  hopes  • 
“ and  daring  condudl  of  the  nortliern  infurgents  made  it  necetfary  to  iffue  the  orders,  under  which 
” General  Lake  adted : he  read  the  proclamation  of  that  officer,  which  had  been  fo  much  and  fo 
” often  the  fubjed  of  mifreprefentation,  proving  from  its  language,  the  difpofitions,  which  dired- 
“ ed  it  to  have  been  the  protedion  of  his  majefty’s  peaceable  and  well  difpofed  fubjeds,  and  it 
“ muff  be  allowed  that  a meafure  fo  ftrong  was  never  carried  into  execution  with  fo  much  ten- 
“ dernefs  to  thofe,  againft  whom  it  applied.  He  difclaimed  any  with  on  the  part  of  government  to 
“ irritate  the  public  mind,  or  any  portion  of  it ; on  the  contrary,  every  member  of  that  govern- 
“ ment  deeply  regretted  that  any  fuch  feelings  fliould  obtain  for  a moment  j but  they  were  deter- 
“ mined  to  oppofe  rebellion  by  every  means  which  they  were  empowered  to  ufe,  and  which  the 
“ public  welfare  demanded. 
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April,  1798,*  his  lordfliip  acquainted  the  Iloufe  of  Commons,  tliat  his  ex- 
cellency had  ordered  a meffage  to  be  delivered  to  the  houfe,  that  his  majef- 
ty  had  under  the  alarming  circumftances  of  the  nation,  ordered  over  two 
regiments  of  foreigners,  in  order  to  encreafe  the  regular  forec  of  that  king- 
dom. And  on  the  fame  day  Mr.  Vandeleur  made  a motion  that  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh  having  fmce  his  election  for  Down,  accepted  the  office  of  chief  fecre- 
tary  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  his  feat  in  that  houfe  was  thereby 
vacated.f  It  was  ftrongly  inlifted  upon  by  Mr.  ^'andeleur,  and  the  few 
gentlemen  who  fupported  him,  that  from  the  ufage  of  ])aiiiamcnt  finee 
the  paffing  of  the  place  bill,  from  reafon,  analog}",  and  the  words  and  fpirit 
of  that  act,  the  place  of  the  fecretary  came  within  the  purvieu  of  it : it  was 
refifted  by  the  majority  of  the  houfe,  and  of  courfe  the  queftion  was  loffi 
It  has  ever  been  the  fatal  bane  of  Ireland  to  be  torn  by  fome  internal  dif- 
fention  or  diRinion.  Scarcely  had  the  foul  fpirit  of  difcord  began  to  be  extin- 
guiffied  in  the  kingdom  at  large,  (that  fingular  epoch  dates  its  origin  from  die 
admin iftration  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham)  than  it  enkindled  a frelh 
and  more  fcorching  flame  in  fome  particular  diftricts.  Armagh  for  fome 
years  kept  up  the  execrable  fpirit:  from  thence  it  extended,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared,  will  be  found  ftill  to  infect  the  fociety  of  Orangemen  in  its  prefent 
enlarged  eftablilliment.  Thofe  who  compofed  that  fociet}’  for  fome  years  had 

* 17  Com.  Jour.  p.  314.‘ 

I In  a debate  of  the  commons  on  the  24th  of  April,  it  was  objected  to  Mr.  Vandeleur,  that 
the  queftion  had  been  fet  to  reft  by  the  vote  of  that  houfe  negativing  the  motion  for  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh’s  feat  having  been  vacated  by  the  acceptance  of  office,  on  the  6th  of  the  month,  which  was 
Good  Friday,  (17  Com.  Jour.  p.  313.)  He  acquitted  himfelf  of  having  been  abfent  from  the  houfe 
through  negligence  of  his  duty  on  the  day  on  which  this  refolution,  everfive  of  the  law  of  the  land 
palfed.  It  was  a day  fet  apart  in  every  Chriftian  ftate  for  a folemn  obfervance  of  religious  duties  ; 
and  he  challenged  the  right  honorable  member  to  fay,  whether  on  the  journals  of  parliament  there 
was  to  be  found  a fingle  inftance  of  public  bufinefs  having  been  done  by  the  houfe  on  Good  Friday. 
Had  he  believed  it  poflible,  that  on  fuch  a day  the  houfe  would  have  proceeded  to  decide  a queftion 
of  fuch  importance  without  any  notice  having  been  given  to  gentlemen  of  that  intention,  he  ftiould, 
ill  as  he  was  on  that  day,  have  attended  in  his  place,  and  given  his  warmeft  oppofition  to  the  refo- 
lution. With  refpeft  to  the  meafure  itfelf,  the  right  honorable  gentleman  had  conceded  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  aft,  and  he  juftified  it  only  by  entering  into  a fubtle.diftinftion  between 
the  “crown"  and  the  executive  power but  he  was  convinced,  that  every  man  of  plain  and 
found  underftanding  would  fee  that  the  legiflature  when  they  palfed  this  aft,  meant  by  the  word 
crown,”  the  executive  power  of  the  ftate,  and  that  their  objeft  was  to  preferve  the  independence 
of  parliament  from  the  growing  influence  of  that  branch  of  the  government. 

- fignaiizctl. 
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fignalized  theiiifclves  by  a ferocious  fyftem  of  feverity  and  revenge  againft 
their  opponents,  whether  Defenders  or  United  Iridimen,  under  the  affumption 
of  the  countenance  or  the  actual  connivance  of  government.  There  exifted 
at  this  time  a party,  on  whom  the  great  weight  of  politieal  influence  and 
power  liad  devol\  ed,  which  was  only  to  be  kept  up  by  the  difunion  of  thofe, 
wliofe  coalition  muft  naturally  outweigh  and  crufli  that  monopoly  of  power, 
whether  it  were  acquired  by  accident  or  defign.  Once  the  Orangemen  bad 
been  encouraged  by  government  in  taking  upon  themfelves  the  tone  and 
fundtion  of  aflbrding  protection,  it  became  neceflary  for  them  to  do  away  the 
odium,  which  they  had  incurred  (rightly  or  wrongly  no  matter)  with 
the  mafs  of  the  people,  who  were  Roman  Catholics,  from  their  paft  con- 
ducl.  Some  gentlemen  therefore  of  that  fociety  at  this  time  came  forward 
and  publilhed  an  addrefs  to  the  public,  which  ftrongly  difclaimed  all  the 
imputations  and  charg'es  of  their  enemies,  and  exprefl’ed  the  moft  purified 
loyalt}'.*  Certain  it  is,  that  the  o])poflte  parties  availed  themfelves  alternate- 
ly 


* This  was  the  form  of  their  addrefs. 

“ To  the  J.oyal  Subjects  of  Ireland. 

“ FROM  the  various  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  poifon  the  public  mind,  and  flander 
“ thofe  who  have  had  the  fpirit  to  adhere  to  their  king  and  conftitution,  and  to  maintain  the  laws, 
“ We  the  Proteftants  of  Dublin,  alfuming  the  name  of  Orangemen,  feel  ourfelves  called  upon, 
“■  not  to  vindicate  our  principles,  for  we  know  that  our  honor  and  loyalty  bid  defiance  to  the 
“ fliafts  of  malevolence  and  difaffedtion,  but  openly  to  difavow  thefe  principles  and  declare  to  the 
“ world  the  objedts  of  our  inftitution. 

“ We  have  long  obferved  with  indignation  the  efforts  that  have  been  made,  to  foment  rebellion 
“ in  Uiis  kingdom,  by  the  feditious,  who  have  formed  themfelves  into  focieties  under  the  fpecions 
“ name  of  United  Irilhmen. 

“ We  have  feen  with  pain  the  lower  orders  of  our  fellow  fubjedts  forced  or  feduced  from  their 
“ allegiance,  by  the  threats  and  machinations  of  traitors. 

“ And  we  have  viewed  with  horror  the  fuccefsful  exertions  of  mifereants  to  encourage  a foreign 
enemy  to  invade  this  happy  land,  in  hopes  of  riling  into  confequence,  on  the  downfall  of  their 
“ country. 

“ We  therefore  thought  it  high  time  to  rally  round  the  conftitution,  and  pledge  ourfelves  to  each 
other  to  maintain  the  laws  andfupport  our  good  king  againft  all  his  enemies,  whether  rebels  to 
their  God  or  to  their  country,  and  by  fo  doing,  Ihew  to  the  world  that  there  is  a body  of  men 
“ in  this  ifland,  who  are  ready  in  the  hour  of  danger,  to  ftand  forward  in  the  defence  of  that 
“ grand  palladium  of  our  liberty,  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  obtained  and  efla- 
blilhed  by  the  courage  and  loyalty  of  our  anceftors,  under  the  great  King  William. 

Fellow  fubjefts,  we  are  accufed  of  being  an  inftitution  founded  on  principles  too  Ihocking  to 

“ repeat. 
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ly  of  the  advantage  of  mifreprefenting  their  antagonifts.  In  one  diftri6t  re- 
ports prevailed,  that  the  Papifts  intended  a general  malfacre  of  all  the  Protef- 
tants ; in  another,  the  Papifts  affembled  and  armed  in  great  numbers  under  the 
threats,  apprehenfions,  and  terrors  of  having  their  throats  cut  by  the  Orange- 
men. IVIutual  recrimination  and  falfe  charges  became  meritorious  with  each 
party  : and  the  preparations  made  to  refift  thefe  fiditious  alarms  generally 
produced  mifchief  from  the  mere  circumftance  of  an  armed  multitude  alTem- 
bling.  The  mifchief  of  the  aflbciation  of  Orangemen  confifted  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  national  difunion,  which  it  effentially  went  toeftablifli  in  perpetuity.’^ 
Their  printed  publication  announced,  that  they  were  Proteftants,  and  their 
regulations  precluded  the  admiflion  of  Catholics  among  them.  They  made 
the  moft  folemn  proteftation,  that  to  injure  any  perfon  on  account  of  their 
religious  opinion  never  entered  their  hearts.  But  fo  fuccefsful  were  the  agents 
of  revolt  in  their  endeavours  to  counteract  that  proteftation,*  that  it  gained 


“ repeat,  and  bound  together  by  oaths,  at  which  human  nature  would  ihudder  ; but  we  caution 
“ you  not  to  be  led  away  by  Inch  malevolent  falfehoods,  for  we  folemnly  affure  you  in  the  prefence 
“ of  the  Almighty  God,  that  the  idea  of  injuring  any  one  on  account  of  his  religious  opinion  never 
“ entered  into  our  hearts!  We  regard  every  loyal  fubjeiSt  as  our  friend,  be  his  religion  what  it 
" may,  we  have  no  enmity  but  to  the  enemies  of  our  country. 

“ We  further  declare,  that  we  are  ready  at  all  times,  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  the  orders  of  thofe  in 
” authority,  under  his  majefty,  and  that  we  will  cheerfully  undertake  any  duty  which  they  Ihould 
“ think  proper  to  point  out  for  us,  in  cafe  either  a foreign  enemy  lhall  dare  to  invade  our  coafts, 
“ or  that  a domeftic  foe  Ihould  prefume  to  raife  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  in  the  land  j to  thefe 
“ principles  we  are  pledged,  and  in  fupport  of  them  we  are  ready  to  flied  the  laft  drop  of  our 
" blood. 

“ Signed  by  order  of  the  feveral  lodges  in  Dublin,  for  felves  and  other  mailers. 

“ Thomas  Verner, 

“ Edward  Ball, 

“ John  Claudiu.s  Beresford, 

” William  James, 

“ Ifaac  Dejoncourt.” 

* Reverend  Mr.  Gordon’s  hiltory  of  the  Irifh  Rebellion,  p.  32.  “ I took,”  favs  this  author, 

once  in  particular,  an  opportunity  to  read  the  declaration  to  a number  of  my  neighbours  of  this 
deicription,  adding  lome  comments  from  my felf  to  perfuade  them  into  a belief  of  its  lincerity. 
” They  laid  among  themfelves,  ‘ fee  there  now  ; it  is  not  as  we  were  told  and  other  words  to  the 
“ fame  purpofe;  and  all  feemed  fatislied  that  tliey  had  been  deceived.  Yet,  when  I met  Ibme  of 
“ them  the  following  day,  and  fpoke  on  the  fubjed,  they  laid  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  in 
“ fuch  declarations,  as  Orangemen  had  entered  into  engagements,  one  with  another,  which  were 
” kept  profoundly  fecret  from  all  other  people.” 
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no  credit  with  the  lower  claffes  of  Roman  Catholics.  It  is  impoffible,  that 
in  a large  community  any  particular  fociety  or  colledtion  of  individuals,  who 
jneet  with  the  countenance  and  encouragement  of  government,  fliutting 
out  the  great  bulk  of  their  fellow  fubjedts  from  their  fociety,  fliould  not  create 
jealoufy  and  difcontent  amongft  the  excluded.  As  the  now  avowed  objedt 
of  this  confederated  body  of  Orangemen  was  to  preferve  public  order,  and  to 
make  head  againft  the  United  Irilhmen  and  all  other  enemies  to  the  hate,  the 
exclufion  of  the  Catholics  from  their  fociety  was  confidered  by  the  generality 
of  the  people  (however  it  may  have  been  really  intended  by  the  Orangemen)  as  an 
indiredt  charge  or  open  intimation,  that  the  Catholics  made  a common  caufe 
with  the  United  Irilhmen,  and  abetted  thofe  principles,  to  combat  which  the 
Orangemen  now  profelfed  to  have  united.  This  prefumption  or  infmuation 
neceifarily  created  civil  and  political  rivalry,  jealoufy  and  diffention:  the  an- 
nexing of  the  condition  of  Proteftantifm  to  the  admiffion  into  their  fociety, 
was  ri vetting  the  old,  or  creating  a new  ground  of  religious  diffention,  and 
confequently  of  rancour  and  animofity,  which  our  beneficent  fovereign  had  fo 
often  parentally  and  majeftically  recommended  to  his  people  to  difpel  and  en- 
tomb forever.  As  long  as  Orangemen  or  any  other  fociety  of  Irilhmen  form 
into  focieties  under  this  religious  diftindtion,  it  is  impoffible,  that  difunion, 
diffaffedtion,  jealoufy,  refentment,  and  all  the  black  train  of  internal  difeord, 
fiiould  not  thrive  and  rankle  throughout  the  nation.  Whilft  fuch  focieties 
exift,  religious  diftindlions  can  never  fublidc.* 

Notwitliftandiiio; 

* Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  defend  the  principles  of  the  Orange  confederacy  from  the 
charges  of  cruelty,  yet  has  it  appeared  to  feveral  of  their  opponents,  that  government  had  no 
doubt  of  the  original  exiftence  of  fuch  an  oath  of  extermination,  at  leafl:  amongft  fome  of  the 
lower  fanatics  of  that  fociety,  from  their  examination  of  Mr.  O’Connor;  although  not  by  the 
means  or  with  the  concurrence  of  government,  ( Mem.  p.  52.) 

Committee.  If  you  did  not  organize  for  the  purpofe  of  effedling  a revolution,  what  other  object 
had  you  in  view  ? 

O'Connor.  We  faw  with  forrow  the  cmelties  pradtifed  by  the  Irifli  government  had  raifed  a 
dreadful  fpirit  of  revenge  in  the  hearts  of  the  people ; we  faw  with  horror  that  to  anfwef  their  im- 
mediate views,  tlie  Irilh  government  had  renewed  the  old  religious  feuds  ; we  were  moft  anxious 
to  have  fuch  authorities  as  the  organization  ready  conftituted  to  prevent  the  dreadful  tranfports  of 
popular  fury.  We  hoped  that  by  having  committees,  by  holding  out  the  benefite  of  the  revolution 
to  thofe  who  fuported  it,  and  by  withholding  it’s  benefits  from  thofe  who  ftiould  difgrace  it  by 
popular  excefles,  we  fliould  have  been  able  to  reftrain  the  people.  But  thofe  who  had  monopolized 
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Notwithftanding  the  rigor  and  feverity  of  the  meafures  adopted  by  govern- 
ment to  put  down  or  corredt  the  turbulency  and  difcontent  of  the  nation, 
and  to  prevent  it  from  rifing  into  open  rebellion;  the  difcoveries,  which  led 
to  the  developement  and  difappointment  of  the  traitorous  defigns  of  the  con- 
fpirators,  were  rather  fortuitous  and  unexpeeted,  than  the  refult  of  any  pre- 
ventative meafures  on  the  part  of  government.  They  appear  to  have  arifen 
from  pecuniary  motives  in  one  Thomas  Reynolds,  a filk  mercer  of  Dublin, 
Avho  had  purchafed  an  eftate  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  called  Kilkea  Caftle, 
and  from  the  fortune  he  had  acquired  commanded  confiderable  influence 
with  his  Catholic  brethren.  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  and  Oliver  Bond,  two 
leaders  in  the  confpiracy,  having,  for  thefe  reafons,  confidered  him  a proper 
perfon  to  aflift  in  forwarding  their  treafonable  deflgns,  eafily  attached  him  to 
their  caufe;  and  having  fucceeded,  hewasfoon  after  fworn  an  United  Irifliman, 
at  the  houfe  of  Oliver  Bond,  in  Dublin;  in  the  year  1797  he  accepted  the 
cpmmiflion  of  coloneh  the  offices  of  treafurer  and  reprefen tative  of  the  county 
of  Kildare,  and  at  laft,  that  of  delegate  for  the  province  of  Leinfter.  He  had 
money  dealings  about  a mortgage  of  fome  lands  at  Caftle  Jordon  with  a 
Mr.  Cope,  a Dublin  merchant,  who  having  lamented  to  him  in  the  courfe  of 

the  whole  political  power  of  the  conftitution,  finding,  that  they  flood  in  need  of  fome  of  the  popu- 
lation, and  that  from  their  monopoly  fo  diredtly  oppofite  to  the  interefl  of  all  clafles  of  the  Irifli 
nation,  they  could  not  hope  for  the  fupport  of  any  (be  their  religion  what  it  may)  on  the  fcore  of 
politics,  except  thofe  in  the  pay  of  government.  Finding  how  neceflary  it  was  to  have  fome  part 
of  the  population  on  their  fide,  they  had  recourfe  to  the  old  religious  feuds,  and  fet  an  organization  of 
Proteflants,  whofe  fanaticifm  would  not  permit  them  to  fee  they  were  enlifted  under  the  banner* 
of  religion,  to  fight  for  political  ufurpation  they  abhorred.  No  doubt,  by  thefe  means  you  have 
gained  a temporary  aid,  but  by  deflroying  the  organization  of  the  union,  and  exafperating  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  you  will  one  day  pay  dearly  for  the  aid  you  have  derived  from  this  temporary 
Ihift. 

Committee.  Government  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Orange  fyflera,  nor  their  extermination. 

O'Cofinor.  You,  my  Lord  (Cafllereagh)  from  the  flation  you  fill,  muft  be  fenfible  that  the 
executive  of  any  country  has  it  in  it’s  power  to  coUeft  a vafl  mafs  of  information,  and  you  muft 
know  from  the  fecrct  nature,  and  the  zeal  of  the  union,  that  its  executive  muft  have  the  molt  minute 
information  of  every  adt  of  tlie  Irilli  government.  As  one  of  the  executive,  it  came  to  my  knoW" 
ledge,  that  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  expended  throughout  the  nation,  in  endeavouring  to 
extend  the  Orange  fyftem,  and  that  the  oath  of  extermination  was  adminiftered  j when  thefe  fadls 
are  coupled,  not  only  with  general  impunity,  which  has  been  uniformly  extended  towards  the  ads  of 
this  infernal  aflbeiation,  but  the  marked  encouragement  its  members  have  received  from  govern- 
ment, I find  it  impoflible  to  exculpate  the  government  from  being  the  parent  and  protedor  of  thefe 
fworn  extirpators. 
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converfation,  the  crimes  and  atrocities,  which  were  conftantly  committed,  and 
which  were  undoubted  fymptoms  of  an  approaching  rebellion,  IMr.  Reynolds, 
faid,  that  he  knew  a perfon  conne6led  with  the  United  Irilhmen,  who  he 
believed,  would  defeat  their  nefarious  projefts,  by  communicating  them  to 
sovernment,  in  order  to  make  an  atonement  for  the  crime  he  had  committed 
in  joining  them.  Mr.  Cope  allured  him,  that  fuch  a perfon  would  obtain 
the  highell  honors  and  pecuniary  rewards  that  adminillration  could  confer. 
But  Mr.  Reynolds  faid,  nothing  could  tempt  him  to  come  forward  and  avow 
himfelf  However,  after  the  moll  earneft  and  preffing  folicitations  repeatedly 
made  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cope,  he  faid,  that  his  friend  would  appear  in  perfon, 
and  difclofe  the  particulars  of  the  plot,  on  the  following  conditions:  That  he 
diould  not  profecute  any  United  Irilliman;  that  the  channel  through  which 
the  information  came  lliould  be  kept  a fecret,  at  leaft  for  a time;  that  as  his 
life  would  be  in  danger  upon  its  being  known,  and  he  mull  leave  the  country 
and  go  to  England  till  matters  were  fettled,  which  would  derange  his  affairs, 
and  put  him  to  confiderable  expence,  he  expe6ted  to  receive  fome  compen- 
fation.  ]\lr.  Cope  then  told  him,  that  he  might  draw  on  him  for  any  fum 
not  exceeding  live  hundred  guineas.  On  that,  he  told  Mr.  Cope,  that  the 
Leinller  delegates  were  to  meet  at  Oliver  Bond's  on  the  12th  of  JMarch,  to 
concert  meafuresfor  an  infurredlion,  which  was  lliortly  to  take  place,  but  did 
not  at  that  time  acknowledge  that  the  information  came  diredtly  from  him, 
but  infinuated  it  was  imparted  by  a third  perfon. 

In  confequence  of  this,  Juftice  Swan,  attended  by  twelve  ferjeants  in 
coloured  clothes,  arrefted  the  Leinller  delegates,  thirteen  in  number,  while 
fitting  in  council  in  the  houfe  of  Oliver  Bond,  in  Bridge-ftreet,  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1798;  and  feized  feveralof  their  papers,  which  led  to  thedifcovery  of 
the  plot,  and  the  intended  infurredtion ; and  on  the  fame  day  IMeffrs.  Emmett, 
]\I‘Nevin,  Bond,  Sweetman,  Henry  Jackfon,  and  Hugh  Jackfon  were  arrefted, 
taken  into  cuftody,  and  warrants  were  granted  againlf  Lord  Edwaid  Fitz- 
gerald and  IMeffrs.  McCormick  and  Sampfon,  who  having  notice  thereof  made 
their  efcape. 

The  leaders  of  the  confpiracy  did  not  intend  to  bring  forward  an  in- 
furrection  till  the  French  came  to  their  affillance,  and  they  meant  in  the  mean 
time  to  continue  to  increafe  their  numbers,  and  to  add  to  their  ftock  of  anms; 
but  in  the  fpring  of  1798,  the  loyalty  of  the  people  was  fo  ftrongly  marked, 
that  the  chief  confpirators  began  to  perceive  that  their  caufe  was  lofmg 
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ground,  and  that  they  had  no  alternative  hut  to  hazard  a general  rifing,  or  to 
relinquilli  their  hopes. 

To  prevent  a defpondency  amongft  the  members  of  the  union  on  the  oc- 
cafio.n  of  this  difcovery  and  feizure,  a hand  bill  was  circulated  with  induftry, 
and  had  the  effe6l  of  keeping  up  their  fpirits  in  a great  degree.* 

The  feizure  of  the  delegates  was  a death-blow  to  the  fchemes  of  the  United 
Iritlimcn.  A new  directory  was  chofen,  but  they  foon  experienced  the  fate 
of  the  former ; and,  indeed,  the  raflmefs  of  their  own  conduct,  in  all  pro- 
bability, haftened  the  cataftrophe.  Their  proceedings  were  developed  and 
difclofed  by  another  informer;  this  AVas  a Captain  Armftrong,  of  the  King’s 
County  Militia,  v^ho  had  pretended  to  enter  into  the  confpiracy  with  the  in- 
tention of  difcovering  their  fchemes,  and  betraying  them  to  the  government. 
It  appears,  that  a part  of  their  plan  was  to  gain  over  as  many  of  his  majefty’s 
troops  as  poffible  to  their  fide,  and  particularly  of  the  militia  regiments,  pre- 
vious to  their  making  a general  attack  upon  the  royal  camp  of  Loughlinftown. 
For  this  piirpofe  Captain  Armftrong  appeared  a fit  inftrument.  He  had  been 
in  the  habits  of  frequenting  the  fiiop  of  a bookfeller,  of  the  name  of  Byrne, 
in  Grafton-ftreet,  Dublin,  who  was  generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  literary 

* As  an  inftance  of  the  feelings  of  the  rebels  at  this  period  the  form  of  this  hand  bill  is  given. 
“ For  us  the  keen  but  momentary  anxiety,  occafioned  by  the  fituation  of  our  invaluable  friends, 
“ fubfided,  on  learning  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  into  a calm  tranquillity,  a confoling  con- 
vi6tion  of  mind,  that  they  are  as  fafe  as  innocence  can  make  them  now  j and  to  thefe  fentiments 
were  quickly  added  a redoubled  energy,  a ten-fold  a6tivity,  of  exertion,  which  has  already  pro- 
‘‘  duced  the  happieft  effefts.  The  organization  of  the  capital  is  peife£t.  No  vacancies  exifiing, 
“ arrangements  have  been  made,  and  are  ftill  making,  to  fecure  for  our  opprelfed  brethren,  whofe 
“ trials  approach,  tlie  benefit  of  legal  defence,  and  the  centinels  whom  you  have  appointed  to  watch 
over  your  interetls,  ftand  firm  at  their  pofts,  vigilant  of  events,  and  prompt  to  give  you  notice  and 
advice,  which,  on  every  occafion  at  all  requiring  it  rely  on  receiving.  This  recital,  Irillimen,  is 
“ meant  to  guard  thofe  of  you  who  are  remote  from  the  feene  of  the  late  events,  againft  the  con- 
“ fequences  of  mifreprefentation  and  miftake.  The  moft  unfounded  rumours  have  been  fet  afloat, 
“ fabricated  for  the  double  purpofe  of  delufion  and  intimidation.  Your  enemies  talk  of  treachery, 
in  the  vain  and  fallacious  hope  of  creating  it;  but  you,  who  fcorn  equally  to  be  their  dupes  or 
tlieir  flaves,  will  meet  their  forgeries  with  dignified  contempt,  incapable  of  being  either  goaded 
into  untimely  violence,  or  funk  into  pufillanimous  defpondency.  Be  firm,  Iriflmien, — but  be 
" cool  and  cautious  ; be  patient  yet  a while ; truft  to  no  unauthorized  communication;  and  above 
“ all,  we  warn  you— again  and  again  we  warn  you — againft  doing  the  work  of  your  tyrants,  by 
“ premature,  by  partial,  or  divided  exertion.  If  Ireland  fliall  be  forced  to  throw  away  the  fcabbard, 
“ let  it  be  at  her  own  time,  not  theirs.” 
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agents  of  the  rebel  fa6tion.  Among  the  leading  members  of  the  United  Irifli- 
men  were  two  young  barrifters,  of  the  name  of  Sheares,  both  men  of  excellent 
talents,  and  of  unfullied  reputation,  who  had,  both  of  them,  been  ele6ted 
members  of  the  Irilh  executive  after  the  arreft  of  the  old  members  on  the 
12th  of  March,  To  the  acquaintance  of  thefe  gentlemen  Byrne  propofed  to 
introduce  Captain  Armftrong,  whom  he  had  from  various  converfations,  been 
led  to  confider  as  a convert  to  their  caufe,  and  Armftrong  had  foon  the  addrefs 
to  infinuate  himfelf  compleatly  into  their  confidence.  * Recourfe  was  foon 
after  had  to  a general  proclamation  and  military  execution.f  The  procla- 
mation, which  was  publilhed  on  the  30th  of  March  declared,  that  a traiterous 
confpiracy,  exifting  v'ithin  the  kingdom  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  eftabliflied 
government,  had  been  confiderably  extended,  and  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  a6ts 
of  open  violence  and  rebellion ; and  that  in  confequence  thereof  the  moft 
dire6l  and  pofitive  orders  had  been  itfued  to  the  officers  commanding  his 
majefty’s  forces  to  employ  them  with  the  utmofl;  vigor  and  decifion  for  the 
immediate  fupreffion  of  that  confpiracy,  and  for  the  difarming  of  the  rebels 
and  all  difaffe6ted  perfons,  by  the  moft  fummary  and  effe6lual  meafures.  To 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  then  chief  commander  of  the  forces,  orders  \vere 
iffued  from  the  lord  lieutenant  to  proceed  with  his  army  into  the  difturbed 
countries,  vefted  with  full  powers  to  a6l  according  to  his  difcretion  for  the 
attainment  of  the  propofed  objedt.  A manifefto,  dated  from  his  head  quarters 
at  Kildare,  the  3d  of  April,  was  addrefled  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  by 
the  general,  requiring  them  to  furrender  their  arms  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days 
from  the  date  of  the  notice,  threatening,  in  cafe  of  non  compliance,  to  diftri- 
bute  large  bodies  of  troops  among  them  to  live  at  free  quarters — promifing 
rewards  to  fuch  as  would  give  information  of  concealed  arms  or  ammunition — 
and  denouncing  his  refolution  of  recurring  to  other  feverities  if  the  county 
Ihould  ftill  continue  in  a difturbed  ftate. 

On  the  advance  of  the  military  into  each  county,  the  fame  notice  was  given 
to  its  inhabitants,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  prefcribed,  the  troops  were 
quartered  on  the  houfes  of  the  difaffedd  or  fufpe6ted,  in  numbers  proportioned 
to  the  fuppofed  guilt  and  ability  of  the  owners,  whofe  pecuniary  circumftances 
were  often  deeply  injured  by  the  maintenance  of  the  foldiery,  and  the  wafte 
Avhich  was  otherwife  made  of  their  effects.  Numbers  of  houfes,  with  their 

*■  Gordon’s  Hiftory  of  the  Irilh  Rebellion,  p.  34.  f 17  Journ,  Com,  DCCCCXI, 
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furniture,  were  burned,  in  which  concealed  arms  had  been  found,  in  which  meet- 
ings of  tlie  union  had  been  holden,  or  whofe  occupants  had  been  guilty  of 
the  fabrication  of  pikes,  or  had  been  fufpe6led  of  other  pradtices  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  confpiracy.  Numbers  were  daily  fcourged,  picketed,  or  other- 
wife  put  to  pain,  to  force  confeffions  of  concealed  arms  or  plots.  Outrageous 
acis  of  feverity  were  often  committed  by  perfons  not  in  the  regular  troops,  fome 
from  an  unfeigned,  and  others  from  an  afFe6led  zeal  for  thefervice  of  the  crown. 
Thefe  various  vexations  amounted  on  the  whole  to  fuch  a mafs  of  difquietude 
and  diftrefs,  that  the  exhortations  of  the  chiefs  to  bear  their  evils  with  heady 
patience,  until  an  opportunity  of  fuccefsful  infurrection  hiould  occur,  proved 
vain  with  the  lower  claffes. 

To  authorize  the  burning  of  houfes  and  furniture,  the  wifdom  of  admi- 
niftration  may  have  feen  as  good  reafon  as  for  other  a6ls  of  feverity,  though 
to  many  that  reafon  was  not  clear.  Thefe  burnings,  doubtlefs,  caufed  no 
fmall  terror  and  confternation  to  the  difafFe6led,  but  they  caufed  alio  a lofs  to 
the  community  at  large,  rendered  many  quite  defperate  who  were  deprived  of 
their  all,  augmented  the  violence  of  hatred  in  thofe,  among  whom  thefe  houfe- 
lefs  people  took  refuge.  Men  imprifoned  on  fufpicion,  or  private  information, 
were  fometimes  half-hanged,  or  ftrangled  almoft  to  death,  before  their  guilt 
or  innocence  could  be  afcertained  by  trial.  Reflefting  loyalifts  w'ere  much 
concerned  at  the  permiffion  or  impunity  of  fuch  a61s,  which  tended  ftrongly 
to  confirm  the  prejudices  already  fo  laborioufly  excited  by  the  emiflaries  of 
t reafon. 

Among  the  caufes,  which  in  the  troubled  interv’al  of  time  previous  to 
the  grand  infurreftion,  contributed  to  the  general  uneafinefs,  were  the  in- 
fults  praHifed  by  pretended  zealots,  to  the  annoyance  of  the  trueft  loyalifts  as 
well  as  malcontents,  on  perfons  who  wore  their  hair  fiiort,  or  happened  to 
have  any  part  of  their  apparel  of  a green  colour,,  both  of  which  were  con- 
fidered  as  emblems  of  republican  or  of  a revolutionary  fpirit.  The  term 
croppy  was  adopted  to  fignify  a revolutionifi,  or  an  enemy  to  the  eftabliflied 
. government.  Perfons  of  malevolent  minds  took  advantage  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances  to  indulge  their  general  malignity  or  private  malice,  when  they  could 
with  impunity.  On  the  heads  of  many  wdio  were  felecled  as  objefts  of  out- 
rage, were  fixed  by  thefe  pretended  loyalifts  caps  of  coarfe  linen  or  ftrong 
brown  paper,  fmeared  with  pitch  on  the  infide,  which  in  fome  inftances  ad- 
hered fo  firmly  as  not  to  be  difengaged  without  a laceration  of  the  hair  and 
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even  Ikin.  On  tlie  other  fide  feveral  of  the  united  party,  made  it  a pradticc 
to  feize  violently  fuch  as  they  thought  proper  or  were  able,  and  cropt  or  cut 
their  hair  Ihort,  which  rendered  them  liable  to  the  outrage  of  the  pitched  cap 
of  thofe  pretended,  ftrenuous  partizans  of  the  conftitution.  Handkerchiefs, 
ribbons,  even  a fprig  of  myrtle  and  other  parts  of  drefs  marked  with  the  ob- 
noxious colour,  were  torn  or  cut  away  from  females  unconfcious  of  difloyalty, 
and  undefignedly  bearing  the  imaginary  badge.  Various  other  violent  a6ts 
were  committed,  fo  far  as  to  cut  away  pieces  of  men’s  ears,  even  fometimes 
the  whole  ear,  or  a part  of  the  nofe  : nor  coidd  the  ftauncheft  loyalift  be  cer- 
tain always  of  exemption  from  infult  by  being  clear  of  all  imaginary  marks  of 
difloyalty;  for  on  the  arrival  of  a detachment  of  the  army  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  where  the  inhabitants  \rere  known  to  the  officers  and  foldiers,  which 
was  almofl;  always  the  cafe,  private  malice  was  apt  to  convey  in  whifpers  falfe 
intelligence,  marking  individuals,  perhaps  the  heft  members  of  fociety,  as  pro- 
per objedts  of  military  outrage,  and  they  fuffered  accordingly. 

By  the  fyftem  of  fecret  accufation  and  efpionage,  perhaps  rightly  adopted 
with  other  extraordinary  meafures,  in  this  dangerous  crifis,  government  una- 
voidably made  ample  room  for  the  exertions  of  private  malice.  IMagiftrates  and 
military  officers  were  empowered  to  receive  informations,  to  keep  the  names  of 
the  informers  profoundly  fecret,  and  proceed  againft  the  accufed  according  to 
difcretion.  It  fliould  not  be  fuppofed  that  any  magiftrate  could  have  pre- 
tended to  receive  information,  which  he  had  not  received,  for  the  indulgence 
of  his  private  fpite  againft  an  individual;  but  fome  of  the  gentlemen  invefted 
with  thefe  new  powers  were  led  into  grievous  errors  by  falfe  informers,  whofe 
names  notwithftanding  have  never  been  divulged.  One  particular  inftance 
gave  caufe  to  a debate  in  parliament.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  high  flieriff  of 
Tipperary,  feized  at  Clonmel,  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Wright,  againft 
whom  no  grounds  of  fufpicion  could  be  conjedlured  by  his  neighbours, 
caufed  live  hundred  laflies  to  be  inflidted  on  him  in  the  fevereft  manner,  and 
confined  him  feveral  days  without  permitting  his  wounds  to  be  drefled,  fo 
that  his  recovery  from  fuch  a ftate  of  torture  and  laceration  could  hardly  be 
expedted.  In  a trial  at  law,  after  the  rebellion,  on  an  action  of  damages 
brought  by  Wright  againft  this  magiftrate,  the  innocence  of  the  plaintiff 
appeared  fo  manifeft,  even  at  a time  when  prejudices  ran  amazingly  high 
againft  perfons  accufed  of  difloyalty,  that  the  defendant  was  condemned  to 
pay  five  hundred  pounds  to  his  profecutor.  Many  other  adtions  of  damages 
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on  fimilar  grounds  would  have  been  commenced,  if  the  parliament  had  not 
put  a hop  to  fuch  proceedings,  by  an  a6t  of  indemnity,  for  all  errors  com- 
mitted by  magiflrates  from  fuppofed  zeal  for  the  public  fervice.  A letter 
\vritten  in  the  French  language,  found  in  the  pocket  of  Wright,  was  haftily 
confidered  a proof  of  guilt,  though  the  letter  were  of  a perfectly  innocent 
nature. 

As  the  confpiracy  gained  ground  and  notoriety,  feveral  leading  gentlemen 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion,  thought  it  requifite,  that  fome  ad;  of  the 
body  fliould  go  forth  to  the  public,  expreffive  of  their  abhorrence  and  de- 
tehation  of  fuch  traitorous  principles,  and  with  an  endeavour  to  recal  fuch  of 
that  perfuafion,  as  had  unfortunately  been  fed  need  to  join  in  the  rebellion  or 
confpiracy  againft  the  government.  Accordingly,  on  the  6th  of  IMay,  Lords 
Fingall,  Gormanftown,  Southwell,  Kenmare,  Sir  Edward  Bellew,  and  41  gen- 
tlemen and  profelfors  of  divinity,  and  the  prefident  of  the  college  of  IMay- 
nooth,  publilhed  a declaration*  under  their  fignatures,  with  a view  of  refeuing 
their  body  from  the  imputation  of  abetting  and  favoring  rebellion  and  treafon. 

About 


* Such  is  the  form  of  that  declaration. 

“ Dublin,  JMay  6,  1798. 

“ To  fuch  of  the  deluded  people  now  in  Rebellion  againft  his  Majefty’s  Government,  in  this  King- 
“ dom,  as  profefsthe  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

“ THE  underfigned  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  feel  them felves  ear neftly  called 
on,  to  remonftrate  with  fuch  of  the  deluded  people  of  that  perfuafion,  as  are  now  engaged  in 
" open  rebellion  againft  his  majefty’s  government,  on  the  wicked  tendency  and  confequences  of  the 
“ condudt  which  they  have  embraced  j they  apprehend  with  equal  horror  and  concern,  that  fuch 
" deluded  men,  in  addition  to  the  crime  committed  againft  the  allegiance  which  they  owe  to  his 
“■  majefty,  have  in  fome  inftances  attempted  to  give  to  their  defigns,  a colour  of  zeal  for  the  reli- 
gion  which  they  profefs.  The  underfigned  profefs  equally  with  them,  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
“ gion  : fome  of  them  are  bifliops  of  that  perfuafion,  others  are  heads  of  the  leading  families  who 
“ profefs  that  religion  ■,  and  others  are  men  of  the  fame  perfuafion,  who,  by  an  honorable  induftry, 
“ have,  under  the  conftitution,  now  fought  to  be  fubverted,  raifed  themfelves  to  a fituation,  which 
affords  tliem,  in  the  moft  extenfive  fenfe,  all  the  comforts  of  life.  The  underfigned  of  leach  de- 
feription  concur  in  entreating  fuch  of  the  deluded,  who  have  taken  up  arms  againft  the  eftabliflied 
government,  or  entered  into  engagements  tending  to  that  effe£t,  to  return  to  their  allegiance  j 
“ and  by  relinquifliing  the  treafonable  plans  in  which  they  are  engaged,  to  entitle  themfelves  to 
“ that  mercy,  which  their  lawful  governors  anxioufly  with  to  extend  to  them  ; a contrar)'  condudl 
" will  inevitably  fubjedt  them  to  lofs  of  life  and  property,  and  expofe  their  families  to  ignominy 
“ and  beggary  j whilft  at  the  fame  time  it  will  throw  on  their  religion,  of  which  they  profefs  to  be 
" the  advocates,  the  moft  indelible  ftain : on  this  point,  the  unfortunately  deluded  will  do  well  to 
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About  the  lOtli  of  ]\Iay,  Captain  Armftrong,  who  had  been  introduced  to 
the  Meffrs,  Sheares,  with  the  view  and  intent  of  acquiring  and  communicating 
to  government  full  knowledge  of  the  defigns  and  meafures  of  the  United 
Irifhmen,  had  apprized  Lord  Caftlereagh,  that  a general  rifing,  as  it  was 
termed  by  them,  of  the  people,  mull  immediately  take  place.  The  whole  of 
the  United  Irifhmen  throughout  the  kingdom,  or  at  leaf!  throughout  the  pro- 
vince of  Leinfler,  were  to  adt  at  once  in  concert ; and  it  was  their  intention 
to  feize  the  camp  of  Loughlinftown,  the  artillery  of  Chapel-izod,  and  the 
Caftle  of  Dublin,  in  one  night,  the  23d  of  May.  One  hour  was  to  be  allowed 
between  feizing  the  camp  of  Loughlinftown,  and  the  artillery  at  Chapel-izod; 
and  one  hour  and  a half  between  feizing  the  artillery  and  furprifing  the 
Caftle ; and  the  parties  who  executed  both  of  the  external  plans,  were  to  en- 
ter the  city  of  Dublin  at  the  fame  moment.  The  ftopping  of  the  mail  coaches 
was  to  be  the  fignal  for  the  infurgents  every  where  to  commence  their  opera- 
tions. It  was  alfo  planned,  that  a great  infurreftion  Ihould  take  place  at  Cork 

confider  whether  the  true  interefts  and  honor  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  are  likely  to  be 
moll  confidered  by  the  billiops  of  that  perfuafion  j by  the  ancient  families  who  profefs  that  reli- 
" gion,  and  who  have  refilled  every  temptation  to  relinquilh  it  j by  men,  who  at  once  profelfing  it, 
“ and  fubmitting  to  the  prefent  conllitution,  have  arrived  at  a llate  of  affluence  which  gratifies 
every  with ; or  by  a fet  of  defperate  and  profligate  men,  availing  themfelves  of  the  want  of  edu- 
" cation  and  experience  in  thofe,  whomfliey  feek  to  ufe  as  inllruments  for  gratifying  their  own 
‘‘  wiclced  and  interelled  views.  At  all  events,  the  underfigned  feel  themfelves  bound  to  refcue 
their  names,  and  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  the  religion  which  they  profefs,  from  the  ignominy  which 
“ each  would  incur,  from  an  appearance  of  acquiefcence  in  fuch  criminal  and  irreligious  condudl : 
" and  they  hefitate  not  to  declare,  that  the  accomplilhment  of  the  views  of  the  deluded  of  their  per- 
**  fuafion.  If  effedled,  mull  be  effected  by  the  downfall  of  the  clergy,  of  the  ancient  families  and 
" refpedlable  commercial  men  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  the  underfigned  individuals  of  each 
" of  which  defcription  hereby  publicly  declare  their  determination  to  Hand  or  fall  with  the  prefent 
exilling  conllitution. 

Fingall, 

“ Gormanstown, 

" Southwell, 

Kenmare, 

Sir  Edward  Bellevv,  with  4l  gentlemen  and  pro- 
feflbrs  of  divinity,  together  with  the  Rev.  Peter 
" Flood,  D.  D.  prefident  of  the  Royal  College  of 
“ St.  Patrick  Maynooth,  for  himfelf,  the  profelTors, 
" and  lludents  of  faid  college.” 
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at  the  fame  time.  The  united  men  were,  however,  at  that  period,  not  exa6tly 
agreed  as  to  the  nature  of  the  infurreftion.  Mr.  Samuel  Nelfon,  with  fome 
other  of  the  leaders,  were  bent  upon  attacking  firft  the  county  gaol  of  Kil- 
mainham,  and  the  gaol  of  Newgate,  in  order  to  fet  their  comrades  at  liberty  ; 
and  the  project  for  attacking  the  latter  was  alfo  fixed  for  the  23d  of  May, 
tlie  night  of  the  general  infurreclion.  The  Sheares,  however,  and  others, 
were  of  a contrary  opinion,  and  they  Avilhed  to  defer  the  attack  of  the  gaols 
till  after  the  general  infurre6tion  had  taken  place;  and  even  threatened  to 
give  notice  to  government  of  the  plot,  if  Neilfon  and  his  friends  did  not  im- 
mediately defift. 

Although  the  government  had  been  long  in  polfelfion,  through  the  commu- 
nications of  Reynolds,  Armftrong,  and  other  informers,  of  all  the  particulars 
of  the  confpiracy,  they  had  hitherto  permitted  or  encouraged  its  progrefs,  in 
order,  as  it  has  been  alledged,  that  the  fupprelfion  of  it  might  be  effefted  Arith 
more  eclat  and  terror.  As  the  expeded  explofion  however  noAv  dreAv  fo  near, 
it  Avas  found  to  be  neceifary  to  arreft  feveral  of  the  principal  confpirators,  Avho 
might  giA^e  dire6tions,  energy,  and  efie6l  to  the  infurreflion.  Lord  EdAvard 
Fitzgerald  had  abfconded  fince  the  12th  of  March  ; and  on  the  18th  of  May, 
Major  Sirr  having  received  information  that  he  Avould  pafs  through  Watling- 
ftreet  that  night,  and  be  preceded  by  a chofen  band  of  traitors,  as  an  adA  anccd 
guard,  and  that  he  AA^ould  be  accompanied  by  another,  lepaired  thither,  at- 
tended by  Captain  Ryan,  ]\Ir.  Emerfon,  of  the  attorney’s  corps,  and  a few 
foldiers  in  coloured  clothes.  They  met  the  party  Avhich  preceded  him,  and 
had  a Ikirmifii  Avith  them  on  the  quay  at  the  end  of  Watling-ftreet,  in  AV'hich 
fome  fiiots  Avere  exchanged  ; and  they  took  prifoner  one  of  them,  Avho  called 
himfelf  at  one  time  Jamefon,  at  another  time  Brand. 

The  arreft  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Avhich  Avas  eflPecled  next  day,  the 
igth  of  May,  in  the  following  manner,  tended  very  much  to  defeat  the  ma- 
lignant defigns  of  the  confpirators,  as  he  Avas  the  chief  projeftor  of  the 
intended  infurreftion,  and  they  entertained  the  higheft  opinion  of  his  courage 
and  military  abilities. 

Government  haAong  received  information  that  he  had  arrived  in  Dublin, 
and  Avas  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  one  Murphy,  a featherman  in  Thomas-ftrect, 
fent  Major  Sirr  to  arreft  him.  He,  attended  by  Captain  Sw^an,  of  the  re- 
A'enue  corps,  and  Captain  Ryan,  of  the  Sepulchre’s,  and  eight  foldiers  dif- 
guifed,  about  Aa'C  o’clock  in  the  CA^ning  repaired  in  coaches  to  IMurphy’s 
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houfe.  While  they  were  pofting*  the  foldiers  in  fnch  a manner  as  to  prevent 
the  poffihility  of  an  efcape,  Captain  Swan  perceiving  a M'oman  run  haflily  up 
ftairs,  for  the  purpofe,  as  he  fuppofed,  of  alarming  Lord  Edward,  followed  her 
with  the  utmoft  fpeed  ; and,  on  entering  an  apartment,  found  Lord  Edward 
lying  on  a bed,  in  his  dreffing  jacket,  He  approached  the  bed,  and  informed 
his  lordfliip  that  he  had  a Avarrant  againft  him,  and  that  refiftance  would  be 
vain  ; alluring  him  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would  treat  him  with  the  utmoft 
refpe6t. 

Lord  Edward  fprang  from  the  bed,  and  fnapped  a piftol,  which  mifled  fire, 
at  Captain  Swan  : he  then  clofed  with  him,  drew  a dagger,  gave  him  a Avound 
in  the  hand,  and  difterent  Avounds  in  his  body  ; one  of  them  under  the  ribs 
AV'as  deep  and  dangerous,  and  bled  moft  copioufly. 

At  that  moment  Captain  Ryan  entered,  and  mifled  fire  at  Lord  EdAA^ard 
A\’ith  a pocket  piftol ; on  Avhich  he  made  a lunge  at  him  with  a fword  cane, 
Avhich  bent  on  his  libs;  but  aftedled  him  fo  much,  that  he  thrcAV  himfelf  on 
the  bed,  and  Captain  Ryan  having  thrown  himfelf  on  him,  a violent  fc\iffle 
enfued,  during  Avhich  Lord  Edward  dreAV  a dagger,  and  plunged  it  into  his 
tide.  They  then  fell  on  the  ground,  AA'here  Captain  Ryan  received  many  def- 
perate  wounds  ; one  of  Avhich,  in  the  loAvcr  part  of  his  hell}^,  Avas  fo  large,  that 
his  boAvels  fell  out  on  the  floor.  IMajor  Sirr  liaA'ing  entered  the  room,  faAV 
Captain  Swan  bleeding,  and  Lord  Edward  advancing  tOAvards  the  door, 
Avhile  Captain  Ryan  Aveltering  in  blood  on  the  floor,  Avas  holding  him  by  one 
leg,  and  Captain  SArau  by  the  other,  he  therefore  fired  at  Lord  Edward  Avith 
a piftol,  and  Abounded  him  in  the  flioulder,  on  Avhich  he  cried  out  for  mercy, 
and  fiirrendercd  himfelf.  His  lordflfip  Avas  then  conveyed  to  the  Caftle,  but 
Avas  on  the  point  of  being  refeued  before  he  left  Thomas-ftreet ; for  EdAvard 
Ratigan,  a major  of  the  rebels,  aflembled  a great  number  of  them,  and  gaA'e 
them  a confiderable  quantity  of  carbines  and  pikes  out  of  St.  Catharine’s 
Avatch-houfe,  of  Avhich  he  Avas  a director,  and  called  on  them  to  refeue  Lord 
Edward  ; Avhich  Avould  ha\’e  been  elTefted,  but  that  Meyor  Sirr  reeeived  the 
afliftance  of  the  Rainsford-ftreet  guard,  and  the  picquet  guard  of  the  Caftle, 
confifting  moftly  of  cavalry,  for  A\diich  he  had  feafonably  fent  a meflenger. 

Samuel  Neilfon  confefled  afterAvards,  that  he  AA^as  in  another  quarter  Avith 
five  hundred  pikemen,  and  that  he  Avould  have  attempted  a refeue,  had  not 
the  guards  arrived  in  due  time. 

On  the  19th  and  2 lit  of  May,  feveral  other  arrefts  Avere  made.  Amongft 
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others,  Patrick  Byrne,  the  bookfeller,  and  jVIeflrs.  Sheares,  v'ere  committed 
for  high  treafon.  In  the  houfe  of  IMeffrs.  Sheares,  in  Baggot-ftreet,  was 
found  a proclamation,*  which  was  intended  to  have  been  publiflied  on  the 

morning 

* Tlie  above-mentioned  raanifeflo  or  proclamation  was  in  the  ftate  of  a rough  copy,  not  yet  finilhed 
for  publication.  It  ran  in  the  following  terms,  17  Journ.  Com.  DCCCLXXX. — Irithmen, 
your  country  is  free,  and  you  are  about  to  be  avenged.  That  vile  government,  which  has  fo 
''  long  and  fo  cruelly  oppreffed  you,  is  no  more.  Some  of  its  mofi.  atrocious  monfters  have  already 
” paid  the  forfeit  of  their  lives,  and  the  reft  are  in  our  hands.  The  national  flag,  the  facred  green, 
“ is  at  this  moment  flying  over  the  ruins  of  defpotifm ; and  that  capital,  which  a few  hours  paft 
“ had  witnefl'ed  the  debauchery,  the  plots,  and  the  crimes  of  your  tyrants,  is  now  tlie  citadel  of 
“ triumphant  patriotifm  and  virtue.  Arife  then,  united  fons  of  Ireland — arife  like  a great  and 
powerful  people,  to  live  free,  or  die.  Arm  yourfelves  by  every  means  in  your  power,  and  rufli 
“ like  lions  on  your  foes,  Confider,  that  for  every  enemy  you  difarm,  you  arm  a friend,  and  thus 
''  become  doubly  powerful.  In  the  caufe  of  liberty,  inadion  is  cowardice,  and  the  coward  fliall 
“ forfeit  the  property  he  has  not  the  courage  to  proteft.  Let  his  arms  be  fecured  and  transferred 
“ to  thofe  gallant  fpirits  who  want  and  will  ufe  them.  Yes,  Iriftimen,  we  fwear  by  that  eternal 
" juftice,  in  whofc  caufe  you  fight,  that  the  brave  patriot  who  furvives  the  prefent  glorious  ftrug- 
“ gle,  and  the  family  of  him  who  has  fallen,  or  hereafter  fhali  fall  in  it,  fliall  receive  from  the  hands 
“ of  the  grateful  nation  an  ample  recompence  out  of  that  property,  which  the  crimes  of  our  ene- 
“ mies  have  forfeited  into  its  hands ; and  his  name  fliall  be  infcribed  on  the  great  national  record 
of  Irifli  revolution,  as  a glorious  example  to  all  pofterity;  but  we  likewife  fwear  to  punifli  rob- 
" bery  with  death  and  infamy.  We  alfo  fwear  that  we  will  never  flieath  the  fword  till  every  being 
“ in  the  country  is  reftored  to  thofe  equal  rights  which  the  God  of  nature  has  given  to  all  men  ; 
“ until  an  order  of  things  fliall  be  eftabliflied  in  which  no  fuperiority  fliall  be  acknowledged  among 
“ the  citizens  of  .Erin  but  that  of  virtue  and  talents.  As  for  thofe  degenerate  wretches  who  turn 
their  fwords  againlt  their  native  country,  the  national  vengeance  awaits  them.  Let  them  find 
” no  quarter,  unlefs  they  fliall  prove’  their  repentance,  by  fpeedily  exchanging  the  ftandard  of 
“ Haver}-  for  that  of  freedom,  under  which  their  former  errors  may  be  buried,  and  they  may  fliare 
” the  glory  and  advantages  that  arc  due  to  the  patriot  bands  of  Ireland.  Many  of  the  military  feel 
“ the  love  of  liberty  glow  within  their  breafts,  and  have  joined  the  national  ftandard.  Receive 
“ with  open  arms  fuch  as  (hall  follow  fo  glorious  an  example  : they  can  render  fignal  fervice  to 
“ the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  fliall  be  rewarded  according  to  their  deferts.  But,  for  the  wretch  who 
turns  his  fword  againftjiis  native  country,  let  the  national  vengeance  be  vifited  on  him  ; let  him 

“ find  no  quarter.  Two  other  crimes  demand Rouze  all  energies  of  your  fouls  : 

“ call  forth  all  the  merits  and  abilities  which  a vicious  government  configned  to  obfeurity  j and 
“ under  the  conduft  of  your  chofen  leaders,  march  with  a fteady  ftep  to  vi£tory.  Heed  not  the 
” glare  of  hired  foldiery,  or  ariftocratic  yeomanry  : they  cannot  ftand  the  vigorous  Ihock  of  free- 
“ dom.  Their  trappings  and  their  arms  will  foon  be  yours  ; and  the  detefted  governnient  of 
“ England,  to  which  we  vow  eternal  hatred,  fliall  learn,  that  the  treafures  ft  exhaufts  on  its  ac- 
“ coutred  flaves,  for  the  purpofe  of  butchering  Iriflimen,  lhall  but  further  enable  us  to  turn  their 
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morning  after  the  infurre6lion  fliould  have  taken  place ; it  manifefted  the 
bloody  projeds  of  the  rebels,  had  the  confpiracy  fucceeded.  It  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gordon  (p.  66),  that  “ in  fad  the  fevere  and  terrible 
“ meafiires,  to  which  government,  for  the  prefervation  of  its  exiftence,  had 
‘‘  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe,  muft  naturally  excite  a fpirit  of  revenge  and 
“ cruelty  in  the  malcontent  fadion ; yet  the  former  members  of  the  diredory, 
“ among  whom  was  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  had  intended  to  avoid  blood- 

“ died  as  much  as  poifible,  and  only  to  banhli  thofe  who  fhould  prove 

“ refradory,  allowing  their  families  a maintenance  out  of  their  properties.”*' 

On 

“ fwords  on  its  devoted  head.  Attack  them  in  every  diredlion  by  day  and  by  night:  avail  your- 
“ felvesof  the  natural  advantages  of  your  country,  which  are  innumerable,  and  with  which  you  are 
better  acquainted  than  they.  Where  you  cannot  oppofe  them  in  full  force,  conftantly  harrafs 
“ their  rear  and  their  flanks  : cut  off  their  provifions  and  magazines,  and  prevent  them  as  much  as 
poifible  from  uniting  tlieir  forces  : let  whatever  moments  you  cannot  devote  to  fighting  for  your 
country,  be  paffed  in  learning  how  to  fight  for  it,  or  preparing  the  means  of  war:  for  war,  war 
alone  mull  occupy  every  mind  and  every  hand  in  Ireland,  until  its  long  opprelfed  foil  be  purged 
''  of  all  its  enemies.  Vengeance,  Irilhmen  ! Vengeance  on  your  oppreffors  ! Remember  what 

thoufands  of  your  deareft  friends  have  perilhed  by  their  mercilefs  orders.  Remember  tlieir 

burnings,  tlieir  rackings,  their  torturings,  their  military  maffacres,  and  their  legal  murders.  Re- 
“ member  Orr. 

* The  examination  of  Mr.  Emmett  before  the  committee  of  the  lords  has  given  us  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  intentions  of  the  executive  : 17  Com.  Journ.  DCCCCIX. 

“ Qucftion.  Was  John  Sheares  a member  of  the  executive  before  your  arrell  ? 

Anfiver.  He  was  not.  Says  the  old  executive  never  meant  to  fpill  blood,  but  rather  to  retain 
men  of  a certain  rank  as  hoftages,  and  if  they  found  them  hoftile  to  the  new  government,  to  fend 
“ them  out  of  the  country.  That  it  was  alfo  determined,  that  if  the  wives  of  fuch  peifons  did  not 
” aft  with  hoftility  to  the  new  government,  they  fliould  be  allowed  a maintenance  out  of  the  huf- 
“ band’s  property,  and  that  each  child  fliould  have  a portion,  the  refidue  to  belong  to  the  nation. 
The  before  mentioned  Memoir  gives  the  following  more  enlarged  account.  Mem.  p.3\. 

“ Lord  KilKarden.  You  feem  averfe  to  infurreftion ; I fuppofe  it  was  becaufe  you  thought  it 
" impolitic. 

“ Emmett.  Unqueftionably : for  if  I imagined  an  infurreftion  could  have  fucceeded,  without 
" a great  wafte  of  blood  and  time,  I fliould  have  preferred  it  to  invafion,  as  it  would  not  have  ex- 
" pofed  us  to  the  chance  of  contributions  being  required  by  a foreign  force ; but  as  I did  not  think 
“ fo,  and  as  I was  certain  an  invafion  would  fucceed  fpeedily,  and  without  much  llruggle,  I pre- 
ferred  it  even  at  the  hazard  of  tliat  inconvenience,  which  we  took  every  means  to  prevent. 

“ Lord  Dillon,  Mr.  Emmett,  you  have  ftated  the  views  of  the  executive  to  be  very  liberal  and 
" very  enlightened,  and  I believe  yours  were  fo  ; but  let  me  alk  you,  whether  it  was  not  intended 
to  cut  off  (in  the  beginning  of  the  contefl)  the  leaders  of  the  oppofition  party,  by  a funimary 
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On  the  2lftof  May  Lord  Caftlereagh,  by  dire6lion  of  the  lord  lieutenant, 
wrote  to  the  lord  mayor,  to  acquaint  liim,  “ That  his  excellency  had  dif- 
“ covered,  that  the  difatFe6ted  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  had 
“ formed  a plan  of  polfeffing  themfelves,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  week, 
“ of  the  metropolis,  and  of  feizing  the  executive  government,  and  thofe  in 
“ authority  within  the  city.”  And  on  the  22d  of  JMay,  1798,  his  lordlliip 
prefented  a meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  from  his  excellency : 

“ That  he  had  received  information,  that  the  difatfe6ted  had  been  daring 
“ enough  to  form  a plan,  for  the  purpofe  of  polfeffing  themfelves,  in  the 
“ courfe  of  that  week,  of  the  metropolis,  of  feizing  the  feat  of  government, 
“ and  thofe  in  authority  within  the  city ; that,  in  confequence  of  that  in- 

mode,  fuch  as  affaffination  : my  reafon  for  alking  you  is,  John  Sheares’s  proclamation,  the  moft 

terrible  paper  that  ever  appeared  in  any  country  : it  fays,  that  ‘ many  of  your  tyrants  have  bled, 
‘ and  others  muft  bleed,’  &c. 

“ Emmett.  My  lords,  as  to  Mr.  Sheares’s  proclamation,  he  was  not  of  the  executive  when  I 
''  was. 

Lord  Chancellor.  He  was  of  the  new  executive. 

Emmett.  -I  do  not  know  he  was  of  any  executive,  except  from  what  your  lordlhip  fays  ; but 
“ I believe  he  was  joined  with  fome  others  in  framing  a particular  plan  of  infurreftion  for  Dublin 
“ and  its  neighbourhood : neither  do  I know  what  value  he  annexed  to  thofe  words  in  his  procla- 
“ mation  : but  I can  anfwer,  that  while  I was  of  the  executive,  there  was  no  fuch  defign,  but  the 
" contrary;  for  we  conceived  when  one  of  you  loft  your  lives  we  loft  an  hoftage.  Our  intention 

was  to  feize  you  all,  and  keep  you  as  hoftages,  for  the  condu6t  of  England;  and  after  the  revolu- 
“ tion  was  over,  if  you  could  not  live  under  the  new  government,  to  fend  you  out  of  the  country. 
" I will  add  one  thing  more,  which  though  it  is  not  an  anfwer  to  your  queftion,  you  may  have  a 
**  curiofity  to  hear.  In  fuch  a ftniggle  it  was  natural  to  expedt  confifcations  : our  intention  was, 
“ that  every  wife  who  had  not  inftigated  her  hufband  to  refrftance  ftiould  be  provided  for  out  of 
" the  property,  notwithftanding  confifcations  ; and  every  child,  who  was  too  young  to  be  his  own 
“ mafter,  or  form  his  own  opinion,  was  to  have  a child’s  portion.  Your  lordftiips  will  now  judge 
" how  far  we  intended  to  be  cruel. 

“ Ijord  Chancellor.  Pray  Mr.  Emmett,  what  caufed  tbe  late  infurredlion  ? 

“ Emmett.  The  free  quarters,  the  houfe  burnings,  the  tortures,  and  the  military  executions,  in 
“ the  counties  of  Kildare,  Carlow,  and  Wicklow. 

“ Lord  Chancellor.  Don’t  you  think  the  arrefts  of  the  I2th  of  March  caufed  it  ? 

“ Emmett.  No:  but  I believe  if  it  had  not  been  for  thefe  arrefts  it  would  not  have  taken  place; 
“ for  the  people,  irritated  by  what  they  fuffered,  had  been  long  prefling  the  executive  to  confent 
“ to  an  infurredlion,  but  they  had  refifted  or  eluded  it,  and  even  determined  to  perfevere  in  the 
“ fame  line:  after  thefe  arrefts,  however,  other  perfons  came  forward,  who  were  irritated,  and 
“ thought  differently,  who  confented  to  let  that  partial  infurre£lion  take  place.” 
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‘‘  formation,  he  had  directed  every  military  precaution  to  be  taken,  which 
“ feemed  expedient;  that  he  had  made  full  ■communication  to  the  ma- 
“ giftrates,  for  the  direction  of  their  elforts;  and  that  he  had  not  a doubt, 
“ by  the  meafures  which  w'ould  be  purfued,  the  defigns  of  the  rebellious 
“ would  be  effedually  and  entirely  cruflied.” 

To  this  meifage,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  voted  an  addrefs,  “ To  aflure  his 
“ excellency,  that  the  intelligence  which  it  communicated  filled  them  with 
“ horror  and  indignation,  whilft  it  raifed  in  them  a fpirit  of  determined  re- 
“ folution  and  energy;  that  they  relied  on  the  vigilance  and  vigour  of  his 
“ excellency’s  government,  which  they  trufled  would  continue  unabated, 
“ until  the  confpiracy,  which  fo  fatally  exifted,  Ihould  be  utterly  diffolv'ed.” 

The  fpeaker  and  all  the  members  immediately  w^aited  on  his  excellency 
with  the  addrefs  ; and  to  fhew  their  zeal,  and  to  increafe  the  folemnity  of  the 
proceeding,  they  walked  through  the  ftreets  on  foot,  two  and  two,  preceded 
by  the  fpeaker,  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  houfe. 
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port  of  the  volunteers,  381. 

Some  internal  divifions  generally  fub- 
fifting,  382. 

Opinions  of  five  Catholic  univerfities 
to  meet  the  imputations  againft  them 
• by  Proteftants,  382.  and  Appendix, 

No.  XCI. 

Their  committee  take  the  opinions  of 
Counfellors  Butler  and  Burfton  on 
the  legality  of  their  delegation,  &c. 
383.  and  Appendix,  No.  XCII. 

Meet  Odober  1792  to  contravene  the 
poft  meeting  of  the  corporation  of 
Dublin,  &c.  384. 

Their  refolutions  and  letter  of  thanks 
to  all  Proteftants  that  had  efpoufed 
their  caufe,  ib. 

A fub-committee  of  eight  prepare  an 
anfwer  to  the  poft  meeting  of  Dub- 
lin, ib.  and  Appendix,  No.  CXIV. 

Attempted  to  be  confounded  with  de- 
fenders, 385-C. 

Delegates  meet  in  Back  Lane,  and 
called  in  derifion  the  Back  Lane  Par- 
liament, 387. 

Frame  a petition  to  the  king,  and  de- 
pute five  to  prefent  it,  388. 

Five  delegates,  reception  at  Belfaft,  ib. 

Prefented  and  gracioufty  received  by 
the  king,  2 Jan.  1793,  388. 

Their  petition  to  the  king,  ib.  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.  XCV. 

Report  of  their  committee  on  the  levy 
and  application  of  all  the  monies 
raifed  by  contribution,  39O  to  394. 

Their  form  of  prayer  circulated,  398. 


Catholics,  recommended  in  the  fpeecb  from  the 
throne,  399. 

Petition  to  the  commons  prefented  by 
Mr.  Hobart,  40G. 

Bill  for  their  relief  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Hobart,  408. 

Read  a fecond  time  16  Feb.  1793,  413. 

‘ Fill  the  Britith  army  and  navy,  417. 

Mr.  Knox  moved  in  the  committee 
that  Catholics  might  fit  in  parlia- 
. . ment,  416. 

Loft  by  a divifion  of  l6s  againft  69,  ib. 

Their  bill  before  the  lords,  318. 

How  difabled  by  enlifting  in  Britifti 
fervice,  420-1. 

The  a6t  for  their  relief,  42 1 to  426. 

Owe  their  relief  to  the  bounty  of  their 
fovereign,  423-4-5. 

Their  prudent  conduft,  432. 

Excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  a(ft, 
434. 

Traduced  and  calumniated,  436. 

Emancipation,  the  bulk  of  the  nation 
for  it,  462. 

Ditto,  agreed  on  by  Britifti  cabinet  in 
July  1794,  468. 

Unanimous  for  emancipation,  ib. 

Commit  theircaufe  to  Mr.  Grattan,469 

Addrefs  Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  confi- 
dence of  emancipation,  476. 

Petition  for  relief  againft  all  penal  laws, 
487-8-9. 

Catholics  depute  three  delegates  to  ad- 
drefs the  throne  againft  the  recall  of 
Earl  Fitzwilliam,  504. 

Addrefs  Mr.  Grattan  on  the  recall  of 
Lord  Fitzwilliam,  508. 

His  anfwer,  commended  and  cenfured 
by  oppofite  parties,  509. 

Thanked  for  that  anfwer  by  the  Whig 
Club,  511. 

Meeting  and  ftrong  debating  in  Fran- 
cis Street  Chapel,  512. 

Students  of  the  college  admitted,  ib. 

Petition  againft  two  claufes  in  the  Ca- 
tholic college  bill,  519. 

Second  reading  of  their  bill  on  4 May 

1793,  319- 

Debates  thereon,  5 19  to  523. 

Divifion  of  155  againft  84  againft  Ca- 
tholic emancipation,  523. 

Mr.  Pelham  alVerts  their  exclufion,  &c. 
to  be  necelTary,  581. 

Their  emancipation  laft  time  before 
parliament,  585. 

Fall  oft'  from  the  union  in  1797,  643. 

Catholics, 


I N D 

Catholics  rejeft  and  renounce  it  throughout  the 
nation,  643. 

Excluded  from  Orange  focieties,  672. 
Publilh  a loyal  addrefs  to  their  deluded 
brethren,  G79-8O. 

Charlemont,  Earl  of,  dilfents  from  the  A'olunteers 
on  fubjeft  of  Catholics,  105. 
Changed  his  mind  thereon  1796,  331. 
Refigns  the  lieutenancy  of  Armagh,  ib. 

Clare,  Earl  of,  (then  Mr.  Fitzgibbon)  moves  for 
clearing  the  galleries,  55. 

Attorney-general  oppofes  motion  for  ad- 
drefs to  the  crown  on  retrenchment,  66. 

Threatened  to  profecute  freeholders  of 
Dublin  for  petitioning  againft  police 
bill,  150. 

Gives  an  account  of  theRightBoys,  155-6-7 

Moves  for  further  provilions  againft  out- 
rages and  unlawful  oaths,  157. 

Account  of  the  poverty  of  Munfter,  158. 

In  his  new  riot  bill  a claufe  for  proftrating 
Catholic  chapels  difapproved  of  by  fe- 
cretary,  162. 

Arraigned  for  infolence  to  country  gentle- 
men by  Mr.  John  O’Neile  and  Conolly, 
and  apologizes,  170. 

His  opinions  upon  the  corrupt  majorities 
in  the  Irifti  parliament,  179-8O-81. 

His  charafter,  18O. 

Speech  on  the  regency,  241  to  246. 

Againft  an  Union,  243. 

Oppofes  place  bill,  258. 

Ditto  penfion  bill,  25Q. 

Oppofes  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  Prince, 
265. 

Abufes  the  report  on  the  police  bill,  269. 

His  reprefen tation  of  the  Whig  club,  272. 

Lord  jufticewith  Mr.  Fofter  on  refignation 
of  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  275. 

Difclaims  corruption  in  government,  285. 

Severe  on  oppofition,  287. 

Falfe  account  of  the  Catholic  bill,  342,  850. 

Violently  oppofes  the  Catholic  claims,  376, 
4)9. 

Harfli  on  the  Bilhop  of  Killala,  419. 

Vouches  for  Britifli  parliament  opening  the 
army  to  Catholics,  420. 

Utters  a ftring  of  falfities  about  Catholic 
emancipation,  470-72. 

Oppofes  Duke  of  Leinfter’s  vote  for  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  505. 

Boafts  of  the  efl'edls  of  coercion,  and  ad- 
mits that  the  fyftem  was  extorted  from 
Lord  Camden,  652. 

Oppofes  Lord  Moira’s  motion,  and  cen- 
fures  the  Bilhop  of  Down,  635. 


E X. 

Clare,  E.  declares  he  would  remove  every  Orange- 
man from  the  magiftracy,  if  he  knew 
where  to  find  fubftitutes,  660. 

Cajhel,  Archbilhop  of,  virulent  againft  the  Catho- 
lic bill,  419. 

Clarence,  His  Royal  Highnefs  Duke  of,  intro- 
duced into  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 

Clonmel,  Lord,  figns^V/^s  againft  Maggee  for  un- 
afeertained  damages  for  7800/.  299, 
316. 

Cloyne,  Bilhop  of,  his  book  againft  Catholics  con- 
demned by  Mr.  Orde  and  Mr.  Curran, 
162-S. 

Coalition  Miniftry,  1 1 , 12. 

Coercion,  fyftem  of,  622-3. 

Advocates  pro  and  con,  625. 

Extorted  from  Lord  Camden,  653. 
Haftens  the  rebellion,  677- 

Commercial  Propp/?//on5  brought  forward,  112. 
Approved  of  by  Grattan,  11 5. 

» Pafs  both  houles  and  tranfmitted,  115. 
Introduced  into  Britilh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons by  Mr.  Pitt,  1 16. 

Report  on  them  unfatisfaftory,  1 19. 

The  Lancalhire  petition  againft  them 
figned  by  80,000  perfons,  in  all  64 
petitions,  120. 

Mr.  Pitt  brings  for'wurd  twenty  new 
propofitions,  arifing  out  of  evidence, 
&c.  120  to  124. 

Arguments  againft  them,  125. 

Ditto  for  them,  126. 

^ Carried  in  the  Britilh  commons,  127. 
After  three  months  carried  up  to  Lords, 
128. 

Ciirried  in  Britifli  Peers  by  84  againft  SO, 
134. 

Addrefs  to  the  crown  thereupon,  ib.  and 
Appendix,  No.  LXXV. 

Bill  brought  in  by  a majority  of  127 
againft  !08,  136. 

Mr.  Secretary  Orde  remits  it  to  next 
feflion,  ib. 

Public  rejoicings  at  their  failure,  136. 
Revival  of  them  unpopular,  143. 
Propofitions  with  France,  172,  and  Ap- 
pendix, LXXVII. 

Debated  in  Britifli  commons,  1 73  to  1 77. 

Coigley,  a Catholic  prieft,  tried  at  Maidftone,  and 
hanged,  660. 

Cole,  Lord,  moves  an  addrefs  to  Lord  Camden, 
514. 

Committee  on  the  regency,  206. 

For  fearchiug  precedents,  ib. 

Conolly,  Mr.  feconds  the  motioufor  thanks  to  Lord 
Northington,  76. 

Conolly, 
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Coiwlh/,  "Mr.  his  motion  for  checking  accumulation 
of  debt  rejedted  by  a large  majority, 
146. 

Charges  government  with  exaggerating 
ditturbances  for  bad  purpofes,  151. 

Declines  moving  the  repeal  of  the  hearth 
taxjbecaufe  the  people  in  Munfter  mif- 
behaved,  158. 

Anti-unionift  in  1786,  1 59. 

Severe  on  attorney-general  (Fitzgibbon) 
170. 

Seconds  Mr.  Forbes’s  addrefs  on  penfion 
lifts,  &c.  192. 

Motions  and  fpeech  on  hearth  tax  rcje£t- 
ed,  193  to  196. 

Moves  addrefs  to  the  Prince  to  accept  re- 
gency, 241. 

Cenfures  the  fupporters  of  the  police  fyf- 
tem,  269. 

Ditto  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Weft- 
moreland,  402. 

Stands  forward  fora  reform  in  parliament, 

ib. 

Supports  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons’s  motion 
for  a 111  or  t money  bill,  501 . 

Moves  three  refolutions  in  favor  of  Earl 
Fitzwilliam  — one  palled,  two  with- 
drawn by  defire  of  Lord  Milton  and 
Mr.  Grattan,  501-2. 

Congrcfs  or  Conxention,  National,  at  Dublin,  56. 

Alleged  reafon  for  oppofing  parliamentary 
reform,  62. 

Had — but  not  numerous,  107. 

Bill  pafled  by  a majority  of  101,  428. 

Cork,  Debate  on  the  weigher’s  office,  365. 

Catholic  biffiop  of,  his  addrefs  quoted  by 

Lord  Grenville,  606,  and  App.  No.  CII. 

Conway,  General,  penfioned  as  fecretary,  288. 

Cooke,  Mr.  Secretary,  complains  of  being  treated 
hardily  as  an  Engliffiman,  313. 

Corry,  fpeech  againft  attorney-general  (Fitzgib- 
bon), 67. 

Juftifies  Lord  Buckingham,  280. 

Perfonally  attacks  Mr.  G.  Ponfouby,  wdio 
replies,  413-14. 

Council,  Frixy,  Fifty-four  convened  on  king’s  ill- 
nefs,  205. 

Croft  on.  Sir  Edward,  qualification  bill,  500/.  per 
annum  for  a knight,  300/.  for  a bur- 
gefs.  111. 

Croppy,  term,  its  import  and  efteft,  677. 

Curran,  Mr.  oppofes  refolutions  of  the  lords,  67. 

Speech  on  the  commons  right  to  originate 
and  frame  money  bills,  66-7-8-9. 

Motion  rejedted  by  58  againft  1 1,  70. 

Speech  on  the  failure  of  the  commercial 
propofitions,  136-7. 


Cm-ww,  Mr.  fpeech  on  penfion  lift,  147. 

Reprefents  the  wretchednefs  of  the  coun- 
try, and  moves  an  addrefs  to  the  crown, 
154-5. 

Prefents  a feat  to  Mr.  Longfield,  who  had 
gone  over  to  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
185. 

His  motion  on  divifion  of  ftamps  and  ac- 
counts, 184. 

Speech  and  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
crown,  300  to  304. 

What  he  faid  of  the  trial  of  Mr.  Fay,  442. 
His  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne 
on  the  exifting  circum fiances,  nega- 
tived, 526-7. 

His  motion  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of 
the  power  and  price  of  labour,  nega- 
tived by  137  againft  14,  548. 

Oppofes  fufpenfion  of  HabeasCorpus,  584 
Withdraws  motion  about  Armagh,  at  de- 
fire of  Mr.  Grattan,  586. 

D. 

Debt,  National,  in  1785,  2,150,301/.  lU.  b\d. 
112. 

Defender^^  origin  of,  200-1. 

Encreafe  and  caufe  of,  202,  275-6, 
355,  386. 

Their  oath  and  rules,  270. 

Meet  by  day,  and  encreafe,  3 86. 
Report  of  fecret  committee  upon  them, 
389  to  398. 

Permitted  with  impunity  in  Meath,  437 
Encreafe  in  1794,  460. 

Ditto  in  1795,  531. 

Encreafe  in  1794,  ib. 

Proclamation  againft  them,  531-2. 
Encreafe  in  1795,  particularly  in  Kil- 
dare, 537,  App.  No.  XCVIII. 
Encreafed  in  Armagh  in  1796,  539. 
Defeated  by  the  Peep-of-Day  Boys  at 
Diamond,  ib. 

Their  hi ftory  from  1790,  by  attorney- 
general,  544. 

Tampered  with  by  United  Irilhmen, 
570. 

Their  fituation  in  1706,  reported  by 
fecret  committee,  ib. 

Not  rebels,  according  to  Mr.  Pelham, 
661. 

Delegates,  Farliamentary,  to  the  Prince,  246,  253. 
Derry,  Biffiop  of,  Earl  of  Briftol,  addrefs  to  him, 
and  his  anfwer,  upon  toleration,  320, 
328-9. 

Diamond,  battle  of,  539. 

Difcontent,  National,  caufe  of,  181. 


Dillo>r 
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Dillon,  Lord,  oppofes  Duke  of  Leinfter’s  motion 
of  thanks  to,  and  confidence  in  Lord 
Fitzwiiliam,  505. 

Cafe  of  Colvill  v.  Dillon,  461-2. 
DiJJcntcrs,  Lord  Cliarlemont’s  prediledtion  for 
them  difpleafing  to  government, 
332. 

Chiefly  compofe  the  popular  focieties, 
335. 

Their  cordiality  for  the  Catholics  quef- 
tioned,  ib. 

Motion  made  by  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby, 
and  feconded  by  Mr.  E.  Newnham, 
for  further  provifions  for  the  mi- 
niflers  of  Ulfter,  36 1 . 

Mr.  Fox  fpeaks  in  their  favor,  6O9. 
Fell  off  from  the  Union  from  the 
Summer  of  1797, 

Dijiurbances  in  the  South,  contradidtory  accounts 
of,  152  to  154. 

In  Armagh,  202,  277- 
In  Munfter  and  elfevvhere,  215-l6. 
Donoiig/imore,  Earl  of,  flrongly  fupports  the  mo- 
tion for  thanks  to  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam,  505. 

Doyle,  Major  General,  fpeaks  in  favor  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, 82. 

His  opinion  of  Lord  Weftmoreland’s  ad- 
miniftration,  278. 

Dublin,  corporation  of,  addrelfes  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham, 21-2. 

Aggregate  meetings,  refolutions,  and  ad- 
drefles  in  favor  of  reform,  96  to  103. 
Sheriff  imprifoned  for  heading  the  meeting, 

104. 

Corporation  of,  thank  Lord  Charlemont 
for  oppoling  the  admilfion  of  Catholics, 

105. 

Freeholders  oppofe  police  bill,  149-50. 
Corporation  petition  the  College  in  favor 
of  the  fon  of  Dr.  Lucas,  granted,  181. 
Difference  between  mayor  and  corporation 
and  common  council,  306. 

Poft  meeting  thereof  againft  the  Catholics, 
384. 

Their  refolutions  and  letter  thereupon,  ib. 

and  Appendix,  No.  XCIII. 

Vote  againft  admilfion  of  Catholics  into  the 
Guild,  535. 

Eledlors  of,  addrefled  by  Mr.  Grattan,  650. 
Dundas,  Mr.  (now  Lord  Melville)  for  Catholic 
emancipation,  471. 

Duigenan,  Dr.  oppofes  introdudtion  of  Catholic 
bill,  408. 

Gives  notice  of  a motion  to  refute  the 
lying  and  malicious  aflertions  of  Mr. 
Fox,  61 4, 


Du  Quary,  Mr.  fpeech  on  fecondingSir  L.  Par- 
fons’s  motion  for  addrelfing  Lord 
Fitzwiiliam,  498“9- 
He  and  Sir  L.  Parfons  the  only  two 
opponents  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s 
adminiftration,  ib. 

Speech  on  Sir  L.  Parfons’s  motion  for 
a fliort  money  bill,  501. 

Oppofes  fufpenfionof  Habeas  Corpus, 
583. 

Duties,  protedfing,  propofedby  Mr.  Gardiner,  54, 
llecoramended  by  Sir  Hen.  Cavendifh,  75. 

E. 

Emancipation , vide  Catholic. 

Emmett,  Mr.  his  examination  before  fecret  com- 
mittee and  evidence  upon  the  views  of 
Union,  684. 

EnglijJi  Cabinet,  whether  it  ought  to  direct  and 
controul  Irifli  viceroy,  517—18. 

Not  the  promoters  of  the  fyftem  of  coer- 
cion, 653. 

Englijh  Influence  could  not  prevail  at  the  time  of 
the  regency,  229. 

F. 

Farnkam,  Lord,  remarks  the  inconfiftency  of  open- 
ing the  Irifli  army  to  Catholics  whilft 
that  of  England  was  fliut,  420. 

Fay,  Mr.  of  Navan,  arrefted  for  the  murder  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  441. 

Plot  to  criminate  him  and  other  Catholics, 
441. 

Detedtion  of  the  plot  and  his  acquittal,  442. 

Fiats,  vide  Judges. 

Fingal,  Earl  of,  fides  with  Lord  Kenmare  againft 
applying  to  parliament,  326. 

Fitzgerald,  Lord  Edward,  oppofes  the  addrefs  to 
the  Duke  of  Rutland,  109. 
Warrant  againft  him,  I2th  March, 
he  efcapes,  674, 

Taken  and  mortally  wounded,  I8th 
May,  1798,  681-2. 

Intents  to  refeue  him,  682. 

Lord  Henry,  addrelfes  the  eledtors  of 
Dublin,  1750. 

Mr.  Thomas,  flieriff  of  Tipperary,  his 
brutal  condudt  to  Mr.  Wright,  673. 

Fitzherbert,  Secretary  (now  Lord  St.  Helens),  for 
the  addrefs  on  the  regency,  245. 
Supports  penfion  bill  againft  attorney 
general,  260. 

Fitzxdlliam,  Earl  of,  fpeech  againft  the  commer- 
cial propofitions,  13 1-2. 

Againft  agitating  the  Prince’s  right  to 
regency,  209. 


Fitzu'illiam 
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Fitzuilliam,  E.  Coalefces  with  Mr.  Pitt,  46G. 

AlTerts  that  if  the  general  fuperintend- 
ance  of  Ireland  had  not  been  offer- 
ed to  Duke  of  Portland  that  coali- 
tion would  not  have  taken  place, 
467. 

Deceived  by  Mr.  Pitt,  H>. 

Calumniated  and  traduced,  471. 

Takes  poffeffion  of  his  government, 
4th  Jan.  1795,  472. 

His  conduct  on  tlie  Catholic  queftion 
from  his  own  account,  472-3-4. 

Makes  fome  difmilTals,  474. 

Accounts  for  difmifling  the  attorney 
and  folicitor  general,  and  particu- 
larly Mr.  Beresford,  474-5. 

His  fpeech  to  parliament,  478-9-8O. 

Addrefs  of  the  commons  to  him  and 
his  anfwer,  484-5-6. 

His  account  of  the  introduction  of  the 
Catholic  bill,  489. 

His  correfpondence  with  the  Duke  of 
Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt  about  the 
Catholic  queftion,  49O  to  494. 

His  recal  arofe  not  out  of  the  Catho- 
lic queftion,  but  the  difmiffal  of 
Mr.  Beresford,  494-5-6. 

EffeiSts  of  his  recal  on  the  nation,  503. 

Leaves  Ireland  25  March,  1795,  511. 

Sorrowful  effefts  on  the  nation,  iO. 

How  treated  by  the  Britifh  miniftry, 
528. 

Accounts  for  his  conduft  in  Britifli 
Lords,  529. 

Supports  Lord  Moira’s  motion  for  ad- 
drefs, 606. 

Flood,  Mr.  fupports  Sir  Henry  Cavendifli’s  mo- 
tion for  retrenchment,  47. 

Conteft  with  Mr.  Grattan,  48,  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.  LXX. 

His  motion  for  retrenchment  in  the  army, 
49- 

Ditto  for  parliamentary  reform,  57  to  63. 

Goes  over  to  England,  64. 

Speech  and  motion  for  reform,  80-1. 

Warm  againft  commercial  propoIitions,l37 

Speech  on  commercial  propofitions  in  Bri- 
tilh  commons,  173  to  177. 

Tojler,  Mr.  introduces  a biU  to  curb  the  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  the  prefs,  88-9. 

Elected  fpeaker,  5th  Feb.  1786,’  137. 

Lord  juftice  with  Lord  Clare  on  refignation 
of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  275. 

Re-ele6ted  fpeaker,  806. 

Complimented  upon  his  fpeech  to  the  lord 
lieutenant,  370-1. 


Fojler,  Mr.  defends  Duke  of  Rutland,  9 1 . 

At  the  head  of  the  Louth  Grand  Jury 
againft  Catholics,  375. 

His  conduft  at  Navan,  441. 

His  fpeech  on  palfing  money  bills,  1798, 
665-6. 

Forbes,  Mr.  introduces  penfion  bill,  146,  365. 

Fails  in  a fecond  introduction  of  it,  l63-4 
Objedts  in  vain  to  feveral  penfions  and 
other  government  allowances,  1 86, 
Speech  and  addrefs  to  the  crown  on  pen- 
fion lift,  &c.  188  to  192. 

His  motion  relative  to  penfions  and  places, 
286-7,  365,  208. 

His  feverity  on  government,  288. 

Fox,  Hon.  Charles  James,  for  the  fimple  repeal,  4, 
His  coalition  with  Lord  North,  1 0. 

Does  not  agree  with  Mr.  Pitt's  propofition  as 
to  tlie  trade  of  Ireland,  118. 

His  hiftorical  account  of  the  Irifh  propofi- 
tions,  127. 

Declares  for  the  Prince’s  right  to  the  regency, 

207. 

Speech  in  favor  of  toleration,  530-1 . 

Ditto  on  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne 
to  allay  difcontents  in  Ireland,  608  to  6 10. 
Free  Quarters  threatened  in  Abercrombie’s  mani- 
fefto,  676. 

Put  in  execution  in  feveral  counties,  ib. 
Friends  of  the  conftitution,  liberty,  and  peace,  386. 
Their  declaration — Duke  of  Leinfter  in 
the  chair,  387. 

French,  vide  Revolution  and  Invafion. 

G. 

Gardiner,  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord  Mountjoy)  pro- 
pofes  protefting  duties,  55. 

His  fpeech  on  commerce  of  Ireland, 
85,  and  App.  No.  LXXIII. 

Speaks  againft  abufeof  the  prefs,  90. 
Geneva,  New,  origin  of  that  colony,  23-4. 

The  warrant  for  its  inftitution,  24-5-6. 
Hazard  of  introducing  turbulent,  demo- 
cratic principles  with  the  Genevefe, 

27. 

Abandoned  by  government,  306. 
Go.?/brd,  Vifcount,  his  addrefs  to  the  grand  jury 
of  Armagh,  5 54,  and  App.  No.XCIX. 
Govenment , encourage  diflention  in  the  volunteers 
to  weaken  them,  107. 

Charged  by  Mr.  Conolly  with  exag- 
gerating difturbances  for  bad  pur- 
pofes,  151. 

Abufesof,  in  fubordinate  departments, 
199,  200. 

Exerts  extraordinary  influence,  305, 
Government , 
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Government  difpleafed  at  the  communication  of 
the  Northerns  with  France,  335. 
Seize  on  and  give  to  members  of  par- 
liament the  office  ot  the  weighers 
of  Cork,  365. 

Oppofe  parliamentary  reform,  414. 
Adopt  a fytlem  of  coercion,  534. 

Had  lor  a century  avowed  a fyftem 
of  internal  difunion,  534. 

Their  encreafed  feverity  in  1795  en- 
courages the  enemies  to  the  ftate, 
536. 

How  far  they  encouraged  the  united 
Irifltmen,  568-9. 

Outrages  committed  under  its  fanc- 
tion,  574. 

Illegal  adts  under  pretended  fandlion 
of  government,  640-1-2. 

Grattan,  Mr.  his  conteft  with  Mr.  Flood,  48,  and 
Appendix,  No.  LXX. 

Oppofes  the  redudtion  of  the  army,  49, 
60. 

Moves  for  retrenchment  in  revenue,  52. 
Supports  the  principle  of  Mr.  Flood’s 
bill  for  reform,  83-4-5. 

His  fpeech  on  revenue,  85,  and  Appen- 
dix, No.  LXXIl. 

Supports  Mr.  Fofter’s  bill,  the  refponfi- 
bility  of  the  printer  in  any  libel,  &c. 
89.' 

Reprobates  the  meeting  of  the  delegates, 
and  the  change  in  the  volunteers,  1 lO 
Approves  the  firft  commercial  propofi- 
tions,  115. 

Speech  on  commercial  propofitions,  135, 
and  Appendix,  No.  LXXVI. 

Oppofes  thanks  to  Duke  of  Rutland, 
139-40. 

Speaks  againft  confidence  in  minifters, 

1 16. 

His  idea  of  the  national  debt,  ib. 

For  a penlion  bill,  147. 

Speech  againft  Fitzgibbons’s  new  riot 
adt,  160-1. 

Ditto  and  motion  on  tithes,  I3th  March, 
1787,  164  to  169. 

Speech  on  tythes,  184,  Appendix,  No. 
LXXVIII. 

Eight  refolutions  kept  out  of  the  Jour- 
nals, 198. 

His  fpeech  on  the  regency,  236  to  241. 
Moves  a vote  of  cenfure  on  Marquis  of 
Buckingham  for  his  anfwer  to  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament,  249. 

Moves  refolutions  in  tlie  commons,  for 
a new  police  bill,  place  and  penlion 
bills,  256.  ' 


Grattan,  INIr.  conteft  with  Mr.  Parfons,  256. 

Flis  fpeech  on  tithes,  27 0,  and  Appen- 
dix, No.  LXXXllI. 

His  reprefentation  of  the  Whig  club,  272 

Severely  charges  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, 281-2. 

Gives  the  reafon  of  corrupt  government 
in  Ireland,  282. 

Moves  for  the  names  of  the  advifers  of 
the  meafures  of  multiplying  officers  of 
revenue,  283. 

His  charadter,  condudt,  and  principles, 
289-90. 

States  the  objedts  of  his  party,  29O-I . 

Speech  and  motion  on  fale  of  peerages, 
292  to  297. 

Arraigns  the  chancellor’s  interference  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  fpeaks 
ftrongly  againft  minifters,  298-9. 

Mr.  motion  on  fale  of  peerages,  311. 

Ditto  on  Eaft  India  trade,  3 13. 

Ditto  on  police  bill,  314. 

Arraigns  the  Irifli  government  feverely, 
340  to  349. 

Cenfures  the  apoftacy  of  Sir  Henry  Ca- 
vendilh,  349. 

Obferves  on  the  rejedtion  of  the  Catho- 
lics petition,  357. 

Supports  the  Catholics  petition,  365. 

Cenfures  the  government  of  Ireland 
fince  1782,  and  moves  an  amend- 
ment to  addrefs  in  favor  of  the  crown, 
400. 

Approves  the  proclamation,  8th  Decem- 
ber, 1792,  but  reprobates  the  ufe  maJfc 
of  it,  405. 

Moves  an  addrefs  for  reform  in  parlia- 
ment, 410. 

Ditto  refolutions,  which  are  negatived, 
411. 

Strong  fpeech  to  minifters  on  parlia- 
mentary reform,  415. 

His  account  of  Iriffi  brigades,  &c.  4 16. 

Votes  for  Catholics  fitting  in  parliament, 
418. 

His  opinion  on  gunpowder  bill,  427. 

Objedts  to  convention  bill,  becaufe  it 
went  to  criminate  retrofpedtively,  429 

Reprobates  univerfal  fuffrage,  455-6-7. 

Sent  for  to  England  to  fettle  the  Iriffi  go- 
vernment, 468. 

His  fpeech  on  the  addrefs  to  Lord  Fitz- 
william,  480  to  484. 

Prefents  petition  from  the  Catiolics  of 
Dublin  for  general  relief,  488. 

Seconds  Mr.  Graydon’s  motion  for  re- 
form of  abufes,  496. 


VOL.II. 


* 4 S 


Grattan 


INDEX. 


Grattan,  My.  his  refolution  againft  the  police,  17th 
February,  1795,  497. 

Addreffed  by  the  Catholics,  and  his  an- 
fwer,  508  to  5 1 1. 

Ditto  by  ftudents  of  the  college,  and  his 
anfwer,  512-13. 

Oppoles  addrefs  to  Lord  Camden,  514. 

Speech  on  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  admini- 
ftration,  and  motion  for  enquiry  into 
ftate  of  the  nation,  514  to  517. 

Arraigns  Mr.  Pelham’s  alTertion  about 
Britiih  cabinet,  517-18. 

His  opinion  upon  the  coronation  oath 
with  reference  to  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion, 522-3. 

Againft  the  addrefs  to  Lord  Camden, 
540. 

Propofes  to  amend  attorney-general’s  re- 
folutions  againft  Defenders  by  apply- 
ing them  to  the  cafe  of  Orangemen  in 
Armagh,  546  to  551. 

For  recommitting  infurreftion  bill,  554- 
5-6. 

Propofes  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs, 
578, 581. 

His  friends  fall  off,  twelv'e  only  voted 
with  him,  ib. 

Severe  on  adminiftration,  585. 

Brings  on  the  queftion  of  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, 584. 

Perfuades  Mr.  Curran  to  withdraw  his 
motion  about  Armagh,  586. 

Propofes  an  amendment  to  addrefs,  and 
is  fupported  only  by  eight,  594. 

Holds  ftrong  language  to  Mr.  Pelham, 

597. 

Oppofes  a fecret  committee,  616. 

Speech  on  reform,  622. 

On  General  Lake’s  proclamation,  623. 

Declines  offering  himfelf  for  a feat  in 
the  new  parliament,  649. 

Addrefles  his  conftituents,  650. 

Defcribes  the  ftate  of  Ireland  in  the 
fpring  of  1798,  667. 

Green,  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  cenfured  by  the 
commons  for  not  preventing  riot,  87. 

Grenville,  Lord,  oppofes  Lord  Albemarle’s  mo- 
tion of  cenfure,  603. 

Oppofes  Lord  Moira’s  motion  for  ad- 
drefs, 605. 

Honorable  teftimony  of  the  Irilh  Catho- 
lics, 606. 

Grey,  Mr.  motion  for  cenfuring  minifters  for  not 
providing  againft  the  invafion  of  Ireland, 
599  to  603. 

Gunpowder  Bill,  427. 


H. 

Habeas  Corpus  fufpended,  582  to  585. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  fecretary,  penfioned,  288. 

Hardy,  Mr.  votes  for  Catholics  fitting  in  parlia- 
ment, 418. 

Heron,  Sir  Richard,  penfioned  as  fecretary,  289. 

Higgins,  the  ftiam  efquire,  his  hiftory,  256-7-8, 

299- 

Hobart,  Mr.fecretary,defends  government  againft 
the  fale  of  peerages,  297. 

Goes  to  England  for  frefli  inftrudtions, 
309. 

Seconds  Sir  H.  Langrifhe’s  Catholic  bill, 
355. 

Highly  compliments  Mr.  Fofter,  371. 

Prefents  Catholic  petition  14  Feb.  1793, 
406. 

His  fpeech  upon  moving  to  bringin  a bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Catholics,  406  to 
408. 

Oppofes  reform  in  parliament,  412. 

Houfe  of  Commons,  Irifli,  vote  4000Z.  additional 
falary  to  Lord  Northington,  56. 

Refolutions  againft  Green,  lord  mayor  of 
Dublin,  86. 

Deliver  perfons  in  cuftody  of  their  fer- 
jeant  at  arms  to  the  military,  90. 

Tlie  commercial  propofitions  before 
them,  133. 

Speaker’s  fpeech  to  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, 196-7. 

The  majority  of  fifty -four  againft  the  mi- 
niftry  an  unexpedted  triumph  againft 
the  minifters,  236. 

A majority  of  54  againft  the  minifter  on 
the  regency,  ib. 

Addrefs  to  the  prince  voted  unanimouf- 
ly,  246. 

Appoint  members  to  prefent  the  addrefs 
to  the  prince,  248. 

Paffes  a vote  of  cenfure  on  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  249. 

Votes  a two  months  money  bill,  250. 

Corruption  of,  fpoken  of  by  Lord  Clare, 
251. 

King’s  recovery  announced  by  thefpeak- 
er,  253. 

Treafury  bench  difpofed  in  1793  to  liften 
to  propofals  beneficial  to  the  nation, 
404. 

Addrefs  lord  lieutenant  on  breaking  out 
of  the  rebellion,  and  prefent  it  in  a 
body  on  22  May,  686. 

Hoclie,  French  general,  commands  expedition, 587 

HuJJ'ey,  Catholic  bifliop  of  Waterford,  his  condudt 

and  charafter,  657,  and  App.  No.  CIX. 
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Hutchinfon,  Colonel,  (now  Lord)  votes  for  Ca- 
tholics fitting  in  parliament,  418. 
His  conftitutional  addrefs  to  the  elec- 
tors of  Cork,  577. 

I, 

Jackfon,  Rev.  Mr.  convifted,  and  poifons  him- 

felf,  568. 

Indemnity  Bill,  brought  in  by  attorney  general, 
542-3.  1 

Infurrellion,  falfe  rumours  of,  285. 

Bill  brought  in  and  admitted  by  the 
attorney  general  to  be  a bloody 
penal  code,  543,562. 

Debated,  552  to  561. 

Grand  plan  of,  fixed  for  23d  of  May, 
680. 

Invafion,  French,  not  provided  againft,  587. 

Mr.  Grey’s  and  Mr.  Dundas’s  ftatements 
of,  599  to  603. 

Will  never  be  abandoned  whilftlhe  Irifli 
have  caufe  of  difeontent,  666. 

Irijh  Nation  expedt  that  the  king’s  illnefs  would 
produce  a difiblution  of  parlia- 
ment, 228. 

Tefis  to  be  thereupon  required,  ib. 
Sore  at  their  treatment  on  the  re- 
gency, 235. 

Divifion  into  parties  and  eflfefts 
thereof,  534-5. 

Their  loyalty  on  landing  of  the 
French,  589. 

Independence,  Legi/lative,  debate  upon  it  in  Bri- 
ti 111  peers,  15-6-7. 

Jehyll,  Mr.  makes  a motion  on  Lord  Fitwilliam’s 
recall  from  Ireland,  529. 

Judges  Fiats  for  unafeertained  damages,  299,  31 6. 
Judicature,  Irijh,  Bill,  committed  in  the  Britifii 
peers,  20. 

The  bill,  ib. 

Juries,Grand  ,\\o\ent  againft  the  Catholics,  374-5. 
Their  declarations  againft  Catliolics,  376. 
and  Appendix,  No.  XC. 

Irijh,  wretched  poor  of  Munfler,  158. 

Ireland,  Jealoufies  againft  England,  8. 

Diftrefs  and  poverty  of,  73. 

Fever  of  the  public  mind  of,  78.  ' 

K. 

Kenmare,  Lord,  againft  the  Catholics  applying  to 
parliament  in  1792,  326. 

Addrelfes  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  with  the 
Catholics  of  the  county  of  Kerry,  477 . 
Kildare,  County  of,  infefted  with  defenders, 
come  to  refolutions  and  contributions 
for  their  fuppreffion,  537,  and  Appen- 
dix, XCVIII. 


Killala,  Bilhop  of,  (Law)  fpeaks  ftrongly  in  fa- 
vor of  Catholic  claims,  418. 

King,  his  anfwer  to  the  Irifti  addrefs,  1 1 0. 

His  anfwer  to  addrefs  in  1786,  encou- 
rages commercial  propofitions  and  police 
bill,  144. 

His  illnefs  in  1788,  203-4. 

His  recovery  atinounced  to  the  Britilh  par- 
liament on  24  Feb.  1789,  253. 

To  Irifh  ditto,  264. 

Addrefl'ed  by  Irilh  parliament,  265. 
Anfwer  thereto,  267. 

Recommends  the  police  bill  in  his  anfwer 
to  the  commons,  286. 

How  far  implicated  by  his  coronation  oath 
againft  Catholic  emancipation,  522-3. 
Knights  oj' St.  Patrick  inftituted,  22-3. 

L. 

Labouring  Men,  their  extreme  poverty,  158,  l64, 
196. 

Lake,  General,  enforces  rigorous  military  govern- 
ment, 622. 

Efte6ts  of  his  proclamation,  623-4,  and 
Appendix,  No.  CIV. 

Langrijhc,  Sir  Hercules,  his  palliating  fpeech  on 
corruption,  283-4. 

Ditto  on  Catholic  bill  in  1792,''350  to 
355. 

Congratulates  the  houfe  on  the  third 
reading  of  his  Roman  Catholic  bill, 
364. 

Seconds  Mr.  Hobart’s  motion  for  Ca- 
tholic bill,  408. 

Oppofes  the  reform  bill,  453. 

Lan/dotene,  Marquis  of,  fpeech  on  Mr.  Pitt’s  com- 
mercial propofitions,  128  to  131. 
Difclaims  all  party  fpirit,  and  fpeaks 
for  Ireland  on  the  French  treaty  of 
commerce,  177. 

Supports  Lord  Moira’s  motion  for  ad- 
drefs, 607. 

La  Touche,  Mr.  David,  oppofes  the  Catholic  bill, 
415. 

Lawyers  Corps,  inftituted  I4th  Sept.  1796,  575. 
Lcinjier,  Duke  of,  deprived,  27 1 . 

Head  of  the  friends  of  conftitution,  li- 
berty, and  peace,  387. 

Moves  in  the  lords  that  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam deferved  the  thanks  and  confi- 
dence of  his  country,  505. 

Sore  at  the  oppofition  of  Lord  Clare,506. 
Leu'ins,  the  agent  of  the  United  Irillimen,  629. 
Linen  Board,  alleged  abufes  in,  78. 

Linnets,  Green,  what,  553, 

Liverpool,  Earl  of,  oppofes  Lord  Moira’s  motion 
for  addrefs,  606. 

*482  Lords, 


INDEX. 


Lords,  Houfe  of,  Irijh,  make  two  refolutions 
againft  tacking  to  money  bills,  C7. 
Addrefs  to  tlie  prince  to  accept  of  the  re- 
gency voted,  247. 

Protell  againft  it,  ih.  and  Appendix, 
No.  LXXX. 

Appoint  Duke  of  Leinfter  andLord  Charle- 
mont  to  prcfent  the  addrefs  to  the 
prince,  249. 

Loughborough  (Earl  Rofelyn)  for  the  prince’s 
right  to  the  regency,  2O9. 

Louth,  County  of,  grand  jury  with  Mr.  Fofter  at 
their  head  againft  the  Catholics,  375. 
Loyalifts,  their  practices  againft  the  rebels,  677-8. 
Lucas,  Dr.  his  opinion  that  the  army  would  be 
paid  for  in  time  of  peace,  and  fent  out  in 
time  of  war,  325. 

Lutterell,  General,  (afterwards  Lord  Carhamp- 
ton)  moves  the  houfe  againft  hough- 
ing foldiers,  79. 

Speaks  againft  the  abufe  of  the  prefs,  90. 
Eftablilhes  the  fyftem  of  fending  men 
untried  on  board  the  tenders,  537. 
Effeds  thereof  according  to  Mufgrave 
and  Grattan,  338-9. 

M. 

Macartneji,  Lord,  penfioned  as  fecretarj,  288. 
Maggee,  his  cafe  on  fiats,  299. 

Magiji rates,  dangerous  powers  given  to,  by  in- 
I'urredion  bill,  55  2 to  561. 

Of  Armagh  defended  by  Mr,  Arch- 
dal,  381. 

Edipowered  to  feize  and  deftroy 
printing  office,  &c.  of  fufpeded 
papers,  660. 

Ad  outrageoufly  through  milinfor- 
mation  or  malice,  678. 

Mafon,  Mr.  J.  Monk,  oppofes  parliamentary  re- 
form, 81 . 

His  fpeech,  App.  No.  LXXI. 

Defends  the  hearth  money  tax,  158. 
Gives  a lift  of  the  penfioned  fecretaries, 
288. 

Maynooth,  College  of,  cenfured  by  Dr.  Duigenan, 
defended  by  Mr.  Pelham,  658. 

Militia,  recruiting  of,  impeded  by  excluding  Ca- 
tholics from  commiftions,  435. 

Corrupt  mode  of  carrying  into  execution, 
438. 

Military  Detention  of  prUbner  declared  illegal  in 
B.  R.  639,  640. 

Milton,  LorA,  fecretary  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  op- 
pofes Sir  Lawrence  Parfons’s  motion  for 
a ihort  money  bill,  50 1 . 

MinijlerialiJls,  defcribed  by  Grattan,  291. 


Moira,  Earl,  moves  in  Britifli  Peers  for  an  addrefs 
to  the  throne  for  allaying  difcontents, 

603-4-5. 

Rejeded  by  72  againft  £0,  608. 

Speech  in  Britiffi  Lords  in  favor  of  conci- 
liation, 645-6-7. 

Ditto  in  the  Irith  Houfe  of  Lord.s,  654-5. 
Morning  Star  Office  at  Belfaft  deftroyed  by  the 
military,  and  reafon  of  it,  624. 

Muf grace.  Sir  Richard,  oppofes  the  adminiftra- 
tions  both  of  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham and  Lord  Weftmoreland,  309. 
Difturbances,  107,  133,  156. 

Poverty  of  the  peafants,  158,  164. 

N. 

Nation,  alarming  ftate  of  in  179S,  888-9. 
Political  fever  of  in  1795,  514. 

Turbulent  ftate  of  in  1797,  399. 

Reftored  to  tranquillity  in  fummer  of 
1797,  1)27. 

National  Guard,  its  nature,  &c.  ofFenfive  to  go- 
vernment, 384. 

Navan,  Defenders  countenanced  there  for  wicked 
purpofes,  438. 

Navy,  propofed  to  be  opened  to  Catholics  in  Eng- 
land, 408. 

Nelfon,  Mr.  a rebel,  differs  from  the  Sheares  on 
releafing  the  prilbners,  681. 

Neumham,  Sir  Edward,  oppofes  thanks  to  Lord 
Northington,  76. 

Propoles  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
crown  for  difmiffing  late  minif- 
ters,  ib. 

Norfolk,  Duke  of,  (then  Lord  Surry)  fpeaks  in 
favor  of  parliamentary  reform  iq  Bri- 
tiffi Commons,  ill. 

His  motion  on  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  re- 
call, 328. 

Negatived  by  100  againft  25. 
Northington,  Earl,  lieutenant  in  June  1783,  27. 
His  fpeech  to  parliament,  44. 

Has  a majority  of  57  on  firft  divi- 
fion,  48. 

A refpeftable  oppofition  to  him,  56. 
Additional  falary  of  4000/.  voted  to 
him,  and  he  declines  it,  56. 
Commended  by  Mr.  Grattan  and 
Mr.  G.  Ponfonby,  77. 

Charged  with  felling  peerages,  and 
purchafing  feats  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  34. 

North,  Lord,  coalefces  with  Mr.  Fox,  10 
Nugent,  Earl,  his  daughter  married  Lord  Temple, 
and  his  cliaraSer,  1,2. 

O'Connor,. 
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O'Connor,  Mr.  of  Connaught,  a madman,  alarms, 
144-5. 

More  fairly  ftated  by  Sir  Edward  Crof- 
ton,  148. 

Mr.  Arthur,  makes  a famous  fpeech 
on  Catholic  emancipation,  521. 

Offends  his  uncle.  Lord  Longuerille, 
who  brought  him  in,  and  refigns  his 
feat,  ih. 

His  malicious  condu6t  towards  fome 
gentlemen  of  high  political  fituation, 
591. 

Committed  to  the  Tower  for  pnblifh- 
ing  a feditious  letter,  592,  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.  C. 

Deceived  Sir  F.  Burdett,  who  praifed, 
611. 

Avows  himfelf  proprietor  of  the  Prefs 
News-Paper,  and  becomes  one  of 
the  directors,  659. 

Arrefled  and  tried  at  Maidftone,  and 
acquitted,  660. 

Gives  evidence  before  the  fecret  com- 
mittee of  the  commons,  that  Orange- 
men took  oath  of  extermination,  C73. 

Mr.  Roger,  fufpected  and  confined  at 
Cork,  659. 

Ogle,  with  Dr.  Duigenan,  oppofes  Catholic  bill, 
408. 

O'Hara,  Mr.  prefents  Catholics  petition,  which  is 

rejeded,  357. 

O'Ncile,  Mr.  John,  feverely  rebukes  attorney  ge- 
neral, Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  for  infolence, 

170. 

Seconds  Conolly’s  motions  on  hearth 

tax,  193. 

Strong  fpeech  on  coruption,  289. 

Prefents  a petition  from  Belfa  ft  for  repeal 
of  all  penal  laws,  360. 

Votes  for  Catholics  fitting  in  parlia- 
ment, 418. 

OppojUion  to  Lord  Northington’s  adminiftration 
popular,  56. 

They  differ  chiefly  upon  oeconomy  and 
volunteers,  ib. 

To  Lord  Buckingham’s  adminiftration 
ftrong,  229,270-1,278. 

Pledged  to  place,  penfion  and  refponfi- 
bility  bills,  288. 

Increafed  on  thedivifion  on  Mr. Forbes’s 
motion,  ib. 

Defcribed  by  Mr.  Grattan,  29 1. 

Largeft  divifion  on  Mr.  Forbes’s  place 
bills,  298. 

Determined  to  perfeverp  in  their  pur- 
fuits,  310,  364-5. 


Orangemen,  firft  inftituted  in  1795,  and  how,  their 
oath  or  teft,  536-7. 

Their  atrocious  condu6t  avowed  by 
General  Craddock,  551. 

Permitted  with  impunity,  574. 

Theirenormities  countenanced  by  the 
Caftle  Paper,  Faulkner’s  Journal, 
576. 

Equally  guilty  as  to  the  abufes  of 
news-papers  as  United  Irifhmen, 
660. 

Ought  not  to  have  countenance  of 
government,  66 1. 

Not  rebels  according  toMr.  Pelham, 

Efforts  to  revive  and  rivet  difunion 
between  them  and  Catholics,  66g. 

Loyal  addrefs  to  the  public,  670. 

Mifchief  of  fuch  focieties,  67 1-2. 

According  to  Mr.  A.  O’Connor’s  evi- 
dence, they  adminiftered  the  oath 
of  extermination,  and  received 
money  from  government,  673. 

Orde,  Mr.  Secretary,  defends  the  commercial 
propofitions  in  a pamphlet  addrelfed  to 
his  conftituents,  143. 

Has  a penfion  of  17OO/.  on  life  of  Duke  of 
Bolton,  189. 

OJforp,  Bifhop  of,  warm  for  thanks  to  Lord  Fitz- 
william  ; his  amendment  to  the  Duke  of 
Leinfter’s  motion  adopted,  506. 

' p; 

Parliament,  Britijh,  difpofed  to  attend  to  Ireland,. 
108. 

Convene  on  king’s  illnefs,  204-5. 

In,  67  placemen  only,  out  of  558 
members,  313. 

Parliament , Irijh,  dilfolvcd  in  July  1783,  27. 

Ariftocratic  influence  in,  32. 

Reform  of,  voted  by  volunteers,  33 
to  43. 

Reafons  for  not  convening  it  on  re- 
gency, 227-8. 

Defire  lord  lieutenant  to  tranfir.it 
their  addrefs  to  the  prince,  which 
his  excellency  refufes,  248. 

Now  equally  under  the  influence  of 
government,  306. 

In,  1 10  placemen  and  penfioners  out 
of  300,  313. 

Pafsfeveral  popular  a6tsin  1798,  433. 

Adjourns  under  Lord  William  to  1 4th 
April,  for  the  purpofe  of  the  new 
arrangements,  503. 

Prorogued' April  15,  1796,  5C2. 

Parliament,. 
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I’urUamcnf,  h ijli,  convened  in OiStober  1796,578. 
DilTblved  in  Auguft  1797,  637. 
Public  took  no  intereft  in  it  in  1798, 

657. 

Tannll,  Sir  John,  chancellor  of  exchequer,  op- 
pofes  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  on  parlia- 
mentary reform,  410. 

Oppofes  his  refolutions  for  ditto,  4l  l . 

Paifons,  (afterwards  Sir  Lawrence)  feconds  Mr. 

D.  Brown’s  motion  for  addrefs  on  re- 
trenchment, 66. 

Oppofes  addrefs  which  fanftioned  the 
ineafures  of  the  Rutland  adminiftra- 
tion,  182-3. 

Conteft  with  Mr.  Grattan,  256. 

Oppofes  fecond  reading  of  Catholic  bill, 
413. 

For  an  addrefs  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam  on  the 
rumour  of  his  recall,  496. 

He  and  Mr.  Duquerry  only  oppofe  Lord 
Fitzwilliam’s  adminiftration  on  the 
ground  of  war,  ib. 

Moves  a ftiort  money  bill  for  two  months, 
500. 

Moves  a cenfure  on  Lord  Weftmorland 
for  fending  troops  out,  525. 

Oppofes  the  infurreAion  bill,  552-3-4. 

Supports  freedom  of  prefs  and  the  fub- 
jedt  invaded  by  infurredtion  bill,  557- 

8-9. 

Motion  for  increafing  yeomanry,  596, 

Negatived  by  100  majority,  598. 

Moves  to  go  into  the  Rate  of  the  nation 
on  5th  March  1798,  662. 

Negatived  by  156  againft  19,  663. 

Paine,  Thomas,  his  book  and  its  effedts,  3 1 7-8 . 

Patriots  oppofe  Fitzgibbon’s  new  riot  bill,  160. 

Their  progrefs  andfituation  in  1788,  203. 

Peep  of  Dap  Boys,  Origin  of,  200-1. 

Increafeand  caufe  of,  202,275-6,  335, 
386. 

Become  Orangemen,  and  why,  537. 
More  numerous  and  ferocious  in  1796, 
539. 

Peerages,  Motion  by  Grattan,  fale  of,  292  to  297, 
311. 

Defended  by  minifters  from  want  of 
evidence,  297. 

Pelham,  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord)  fecretary  to  Lord 
Northington,  43. 

Says  Duke  of  Portland  coalefced  uncon- 
ditionally, 467. 

Secretary  to  Lord  Camden  alTerts,  that 
the  written  inftrudtions  from  the  Bri- 
tith  cabinet  were  the  proper  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  viceroy,  517. 

Speaks  ftrongly  againft  Mr.  Grattan, 
580-1. 


Pelham,  Mr.  aflerls  the  ueceflity  of  excluding  Ca- 
tholics, 581 . 

Communicates  meftage  of  war  with 
Spain,  692. 

Refifts  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby’s  motion  for 
papers,  595. 

Moves  for  referring  papers  to  a fecret 
committee,  616. 

Speech  upon  report  of  fecret  committee, 

619. 

His  letter  which  occanoned  General 
Lake’s  proclamation,  624,  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.  CIV. 

Says  neither  Defender  nor  Orangeman 
a rebel,  66 1 . 

Difgufted  wdth  tliefyftem  of  blood,  667. 
His  laft  fpeech  in  parliament  befpeaks 
his  uneafinefs,  and  he  quits  his  fttua- 
tion,  668. 

Pciifion  Bill,  oppofed  by  Sir  Here.  Langriflie,  Mr. 

Hutchiufon,  Mr.  George  Ponfon- 
by,  &c.  146,  431. 

Attacked  by  Mr.  Forbes,  186. 
Propofed  by  Mr.  Grattan,  and  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Secretary  Fitzher- 
bert,  250,  264. 

Oppofition  pledged  to  bring  in  a pen- 
fion  bill,  288. 

Mr.  Forbes  brings  in  a bill,  465. 
Pery,  Mr.  refigns  the  chair,  137. 

Addrefs  of  thanks,  and  to  his  majefty,  to 
confer  feme  mark  of  favor  on  him,  I38. 
Petition  agaiirft  paving  bill  rejected,  and  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Journals,  88. 

Pitt,  Mr.  William,  brings  on  his  motion  for  par- 
liamentary reform  in  the  Britilh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  28. 

His  adminiftration  eftabliflied,  70-1-2-3. 
Difeouraging  anfwer  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Belfaft  on  fubjeft  of  reform,  105. 

Speaks  for  reform,  ill. 

Reprobates  the  former  fyftem  of  governing 
Ireland,  II6. 

His  twenty-one  commercial  propofitions  not 
relifhed,  124-5. 

His  propofal  on  the  king’s  illnefs,  204-5. 
Refifts  the  prince’s  right  to  the  regency,  208. 
Carries  his  reftridtions  on  the  regency  in 
both  houfes,  and  writes  to  the  prince 
thereon,  210-1-2. 

Propofes  the  reftridions  on  the  regency, 

217-8-9. 

Sees  the  neceflrtyof  reconciling  Ireland,467. 
In  Auguft  1794  aftTured  Lord  Weftmorland 
he  fliould  not  be  removed,  ib. 

Afterwards  that  he  intended  Lord  Camden 
as  his  fucceflTor,  ib. 

Pitt, 
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Fitfj  Mr.  for  Catholic  emancipation,  47 1 . 

AtTures  Mr.  Beresford  that  neither  he  nor 
the  attorney  and  folicitor  general  fliall  be 
difplaced,  307. 

Oppol'es  Mr.  Jekyll’s  motion  on  Lord  Fitz- 
william’s  recall,  584. 

Oppol'es  Mr.Fox’s  motionfor  an  addrefs,6 10. 

Place  Bill,  brought  on  and  loft  under  Lord  Buck- 
ingham, 267,  310,  430. 

Mr.  Forbes  brings  in  a bill,  3 65. 

Plots,  falfe  rumours  of,  385. 

Plijlficians  examined  before  privy  council  1788, 
205. 

Ditto  before  the  committees  of  botli 
houfes,  206. 

Again  examined,  2 16. 

Police  Bill,  unpopular  and  oppofed,  150. 

Commended  by  lord  lieutenant,  ib. 
Mifchiefs  of,  17  0. 

Report  upon  it,  App.  No.  LXXXII. 
Recommended  by  the  king,  287. 
Execrated  generally,  305. 

Reje6led  in  England,  314. 

]\Ir.  Grattan’s  refolution  againft  it, 
carried,  497. 

Ponfonby,  Mr.  George,  his  motion  on  multiplica- 
tion of  places,  292. 

His  motion  upon for  unafcertained 
damages,  299,  316. 

Moves  for  a committee  on  encreafe  of 
places,  &c.  without  any  placeman  to 
be  on  the  committee,  3 10. 

Cenfures  adminiftralion,  366,  369. 

Arraigned  by  Mr.  Moore  for  his  luft  of 
power,  366. 

Conteft  about  Lord  Clare’s  and  his  con- 
du6l  under  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham— hiftoryof  that  tranfa6tion,  367 

Perfonally  attacked  by  and  replies  to 
Mr.  Corry,  413-14. 

Oppofes  the  Catholic  bill,  415. 

Sent  for  to  England  to  confult  Mr.  Pitt, 
See.  about  government  arrangements, 
468. 

Againft  the  extraordinary  powers  given 
to  magiftrates  by  infurrection  bill,56l 

Oppofes  fufpenfion  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
582. 

Motion  for  papers  for  enquiry  into  the 
conduft  of  government  againft  inva- 
lion  refilled,  395. 

Moves  a vote  of  cenfure  on  minifters 
for  neglefting  the  defence  of  the 
country,  598. 

Warm  fpeech  of,  on  remedying  difeon- 
lents,  612-13. 

Oppofes  pen fion  bill,  146. 


Ponfonbij,  Mr.  Wm.  Brabazon,  moves  thanks  to 
Lord  Northington,  is  feconded  by 
Mr.  Conolly,  75-6. 

Introduces  his  reform  bill,  452,  and 
Appendix,  No,  XCVIT. 

Ditto  refolutions  on  ditto,  621. 

Portland,  Duke  of,  charged  with  mifapplying  the 
100,000/.  voted  for  20,000  feamen, 
49- 

Coalefces  with  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminftration, 
July  1794,  on  condition  of  reforming 
abufes  in  Ireland,  466-7, 

Portarlington,  Lord,  for  the  Catholic  bill,  419, 

Prefs,  liberty  of,  abufed,  88-y-go,  557-8-9. 

A newfpaper  fo  called,  complained  of  by 
Mr.  O’Donnel,  659. 

Prince  of  JVales,  his  right  to  the  regency  queftion- 
ed,  208,  &c. 

His  anfwer  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  letter  of  reftric* 
tions,  212  to  215. 

Accepts  of  the  regency  under  reftri6tions, 
223. 

His  anfwer  to  the  Irifli  committee,  253, 

Spoken  of  as  lord  lieutenant  in  order  to  in- 
troduce a fyftem  of  conciliation,  589-90 

Proclamation,  8th  December,  1792,  prevents 
meeting  of  volunteers,  &c.  385. 
Debates  upon  it,  404-5-6. 

Againft  the  rebels,  30  March,  1 79S, 
676. 

Proclaimed,  feveral  counties,  under  infurredion 
ad,  599,  and  Appendix,  No.  Cl. 

Proteji  in  Britifli  peers  againft  commercial  propo- 
fitions,  134. 

Q. 

Queen’s  addrefs  to  both  houfes  on  the  regency,  223. 

R. 

Rebels,  their  pradices  againft  loyalifts,  678. 

Regency,  meeting  of  the  two  houfes  thereon,  206. 

Proceedings  in  Britifti  parliament  upon 
it,  203  to  227. 

Divifion  upon  it,  App.  No.  LXXIX. 
Refolutions  upon  it,  219-20. 

Proteft  in  the  Britilh  peers,  220-21, 
Lord  Camden  moves  for  the  great  feal 
to  authorifethe  houfes  to  ad,  224. 
All  the  four  princes  of  the  blood  defire 
their  names  to  be  taken  out  of  the  in- 
tended commiflion,  226-7. 

The  feelings  of  Ireland  upon  it,  227-8. 
Firft  divifion  in  Irilh  commons  a ma- 
jority of  54  againft  the  minifter,  236. 
Addrefs  to  the  prince  voted  unanimoufly, 
246. 

Prefentedto,  and  anfwered  by  the  prince, 
253. 

Reform 
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Rfform  of  Parliament,  33  to  43. 

Flood’s  motion  for  it,  57. 

Yelverton’s  fpeech  againft  it,  57-8-9. 

Queftion  loft  by  a large  majority,  64. 

Irifli  confide  in  the  new  miniftcrs — Mr. 
Pitt  and  Duke  of  Rutland  for  it,  70. 

Nine  counties  petition  for  it,  78. 

]Mr.  Flood’s  fpeech  and  motion  for  it, 
80-1. 

Oppofed  by  Mr.  Mafon  and  others,  81, 
and  Appendix,  No.  LXXI. 

Queftion  loft  by  a majority  of  74,  85. 

Refolutions  of  the  aggregate  meeting  of 
Dublin  figned  by  the  Iherifts  in  favor 
of,  96-7. 

Their  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
98. 

Ditto  to  the  crown,  101 . 

Mr.  Pitt’s  anfwer  to  Belfaft  petition, 
105. 

Speaks  in  favor  of  it  in  Britilh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  111. 

Principle  of  it  voted  in  1793,  403. 

Good  effects  thereof  through  the  nation, 
408. 

Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  for  an  addrefs,  ne- 
gatived, 410. 

Oppofed  by  government,  414. 

Not  fupported  by  the  people  without, 
431. 

Doubts  about  the  fineerity  of  reformers, 
from  the  paucity  of  offers  to  furrender 
boroughs,  431. 

Lift  of  borough  owners,  ib.  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.  XCVl. 

Caufes  of  its  failure  in  1793,  431. 

■Bill  by  Wm.  B.  Ponfonby,  45,  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.  XCVII. 

Loft  by  divifion  of  142againft44,  354. 

Fewer  for  it,  than  for  Catholic  emanci- 
pation, 462. 

Reforted  to  as  the  means  of  procuring 
Catholic  emancipation,  536. 

Frefli  and  laft  effort  for  it  by  Unionifts, 
591. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby ’s  refolutions  in 
favor  of,  621. 

Ultimately  rejeded  by  170  againft  30, 
622. 

Rcfponftbility  Bill,  w'hat,  430. 

Revenue,  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  on  the  encreafe  of 
officers,  181-2. 

^Ii . Graydon’s  motion  for  enquiry  into 
its  abufes,  496. 

Revolution,  Freneh,  its  effeds  on  Ireland,  278, 
306,  317. 

Celebrated  by  the  volunteers  at  Belfaft, 
14  July,  1792,  381. 


Reynolds,  the  informer,  account  of,  673-4. 

Rigby,  Mr.  Secretary,  penfioned,  288. 

Right  Boys  and  Captain  Right,  what  and  who, 
153,  156. 

Become  bolder  and  more  numerous, 
461. 

Richmond,  Duke  of,  adduces  ftrong  reafons  for  le- 
gillativ'e  Union,  17- 
Lays  much  of  the  mifery  of  Ireland  to 
Lord  North,  I8. 

Riot  and  riotous  proceedings  of  the  aggregate 
bodies,  88. 

Of  inhabitants  of  Dublin,  95-6. 

Roche,  SirBoyle,  fpeaks  in  favor  of  Catholics,  8 1 . 
Alfaulted  for  fupporting  Sir  John  Bla- 
quiere’s  paving  bill,  88. 

R.owan,  Mr.  Hamilton,  tried  and  found  guilty,450 
Fined  bOOl.  and  imprilbned  for  two  years, 
451. 

Efcapes  out  of  prifon,  1 May,  1794,  46 1, 
568. 

Reward  of  lOOO/.  on  his  head,  ib. 

Rutland,  Duke  of,  lord  lieutenant,  24  Feb.  1784, 
74. 

Addrefled  by  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
78. 

Defended  by  Mr.  Fofter,  91 . 

His  firft  fpeech  from  the  throne,  94. 

His  anfwer  to  the  fherifl's  of  Dublin  pre- 
fenting  the  addrefs  of  the  aggregate 
meeting,  103. 

Speech  to  the  parliament,  20  Jan.  1785, 
108. 

Thanks  to  him  oppofed  by  Mr.  Grattan, 

/ 140. 

His  fpeech  to  parliament  recommends 
further  confideration  of  commercial 
propofitions  and  hints  at  Union,  141. 

Becomes  unpopular  on  account  of  the 
commercial  propofitions — infulted  at 
the  theatre,  142. 

His  death  and  charafter,  178. 

S. 

Sackiille,  Lord  Vifeount,  penfioned  as  fecretary, 
288. 

Secret  Committee  appointed  to  look  into  the  ftate 
of  the  nation,  389-90. 

Their  report  on  Defenders  and  others, 
389  to  398,  569  tp  672. 

Contradiftory  of  the  evidence  on  oath  of 
Mr.  Stewart  of  Afton,  626. 

Report  of,  in  1797,  629. 

Secretary,  Mr.  Mafon,  gives  a lift  of  their  penfions 
for  forty  years,  288. 

Seminary,  Biftiops  addrefs  his  excellency  to  obtain 
hismajefty’s  licence  to  endowone,447. 

Sheares, 


Sheaves,  Henry  and  John,  chofen  members  of  the 
new  diieftory  after  1 2th  of  March,  676. 
Differ  from  Mr.  Nelfon  on  forcing  the 
gaols  before  general  rifmg,  681, 
Committed  for  high  treafon,  and  in  their 
houfe  in  Baggot-ftreet  a bloody  procla- 
mation found,  683. 

Sheffield,  Ijord,  againft  equalizing  fugar  duties,  13. 

Sheriff,  proceeding  againft  Mr.  Riley,  flieriff  of 
Dublin,  by  attachment,  106, 

Societies,  popular,  carry  their  principles  beyond 
the  conftitutional  points  urged  in  par- 
liament by  the  oppofition,  335. 
Diftruftful  tlierefore  of  the  Whig  club, 
ib. 

Stamps,  Mr.  Curran’s  motion  on  the  divifion  of 
that  and  the  board  of  accounts,  1 84. 

Swan,  Mr.  Juftice,  arrefts  the  Leinfter  delegates 
in  the  houfe  of  O.  Bond,  674. 

T. 

Tandy,  Mr,  Napper,  fled  to  the  Continent,  568. 

Tighe,  Mr.  jun.  feconds  Sir  L.  Parfons’s  motion 
for  a fhort  money  bill  in  1793,  500. 

Trade,  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  on  the  Eaft  India 
trade  loft  by  147  againft  83.  313. 

Mr.  G,  Ponfonby  brings  in  a bill  for  ditto, 
304. 

Thurlow,  Lord  Chancellor,  recommends  the  Irith 
judicature  bill  to  be  put  off,  14. 
Commends  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  ih. 

Tythes,  Grattan’s  fpeech  and  motion  on  them, 
164  to  169. 

Bill  for  enabling  clergy  to  recover,  1 84. 
Grattan’s  fpeech  on  them.  Appendix, No. 
LXXVIII. 

His  eight  refolutions  upon  them  kept  out 
of  the  Journals,  197-8. 

Townjhend,  Lord  Vifcount,  fpeech  on  judicature 
bill,  19. 

Interefting  fpeech  on  commercial  pro- 
pofitions,  132-3-4. 

Allufion  to  his  unconftitutional  proro- 
gation of  parliament,  250. 

Spent  half  a million  in  corrupting  par- 
liament, 231. 

Townfend,  Mr.  Thomas,  fecretary,  propofes  a bill 
to  take  away  the  appellant  jurifdic- 
tion,  6. 

Troy,  Cathcdic  bifliop  of  Offory,  quiets  the  White 
Boys,  for  which  he  is  thanked  by  govern- 
ment, 1 07 , 

U. 

reafons  for  legiflative,  116-17,176,  180, 
277. 

IMarquis  of  Lanfdown  fpeaks  of  it,  1 30, 
VoL.  11. 


Union,  remote  caufes  leading  to  it,  202. 

Lord  Clare  violently  againft  it  in  1788, 

242-3, 

United  Irijhmen,  firft  inftitution  of  them  in  1791, 
330, 

Their  firft  teft  and  conftitution,  ib.  and 
Appendix,  No.  LXXXV, 

Publilh  a declaration,  335. 

Their  addrefs  to  the  volunteers,  44  8, 

Oftended  at  Mr.  Grattan’s  reprobating 
their  fyftem  of  annual  parliaments, 
and  univertal  fuffrage,  455  to  560. 

Not  criminal  in  1794,  46a. 

Become  bolder  in  Dublin  in  1794,  46 1, 

Their  fyftem  then  different  from  that  of 
the  latter  United  Irifhmen,  467. 

Alteration  in  their  teft  in  1795,  535. 

Their  teft  then  confined  to  parliamentary 
reform,  536. 

Encreafe  in  1796  by  the  condu£t  of  go- 
vernment, 565-6-7. 

How  organized,  568-9. 

Their  engagements  with  the  French, 
567-8. 

How  far  conne£ted  with  Defenders,  570 

Report  of  fecret  committee,  570-1-2. 

Not  guilty  of  having  a committee  of  af- 
faliination,  572-3. 

Their  communication  with  the  French, 
388-9. 

Acquitted  in  R.v.  Hanlon  £3’  Kogher,. 
617-18. 

Their  negociations  with  the  French,  632 

Engage  the  Dutch  to  prepare  for  the  in- 
vafion  of  Ireland,  which  leads  to  Lord 
Duncan’s  viftory,  6.93 . 

With  the  minifters  to  remain  in  office, 
635. 

Diminith  in  the  Summer  of  1 797,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  fecret 
committee,  637. 

hlore  open  in  their  outrages,  654. 

Their  caufe  on  the  decline,  1798,  675. 

Their  conduft  on  the  arreftation  of  the 
Leinfter  delegates,  ib. 

They  form  a new  diredtory,  ib. 

How  far  fanguinary  in  their  projects, 
684-5, 

V. 

Vandeleur,  Mr.  attacks  Lord  Caftlereagh,  598, 

hloves  that  by  accepting  office  of  fe- 
tary  Lord  Caftlereagh  had  vacated 
his  feat  under  the  place  bill,  669. 

Volunteers  keep  up  the  queftion  of  fimple  repeal 
more  than  in  parliament,  3. 
Convention  at  Lilburne,  28, 

Volunteers 
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Volunteers t refolutions  and  addrcfs  for  paiTiamen- 
tary  reform,  29,  30. 

Report  of  the  Ulfter  volunteers,  31-2. 
Letters  and  refolutions  of,  concerning 
reform  in  parliament,  33  to  43. 

Vote  of  thanks  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Supported  by  oppofition,  56. 

Suppofed  to  have  given  Mr.  Flood  in- 
firu6tions  to  move  for  parliamentary 
reform,  59. 

Panegyrized  by  Mr.  Flood,  CO  to  63. 
Mr.  Grattan  recommends  union  be- 
tween them  and  the  parliament,  62. 
Differ  from  Lord  Charlemont  about 
Catholics,  105. 

Decline  by  diffention,  107. 

Meeting  of  their  delegates  in  Dublin, 
108, 

King’s  anfwer  unfavorable  to,  1 10. 
Old,  make  common  caufe  with  Whig 
club,  305. 

Belfaft  addrefs  to  thofe  of  Dublin  on 
the  Armagh  refolutions,  336. 
Celebrate  the  French  revolution,  381 
Their  refolutions  in  favor  of  parlia- 
mentary reform  and  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, 382. 

Addreffed  by  the  United  Irillimen, 
for  which  Mr.  H.  Rowan  was  im- 
prifoned,  448-9. 

W. 

Wales,  Prince  of,  vide  Prince. 

Waterford,  Marquis  of,  fets  a laudable  example 
of  forming  a corps  without  diflinc- 
tion  of  religion,  539. 

IVeJlon,  Mr.  Secretary,  penfioned,  288. 
Wfjimoreland,  Earl  of,  fucceeds  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  278. 

The  patriots  perfevere  in  prelTing 
upon  the  popular  fubjefts,  279. 
Treads  in  the  Reps  of  his  prede- 
ceffor,  278. 

His  fpeech  to  the  new  parliament, 
307. 

Attempts  popularity,  3 09. 
Congratulates  the  nation  on  the  in- 
dulgences granted  to  the  Catho- 
lics by  Sir  H.  Langrilhe’s  bill, 
373. 

Communicates  meffage  to  parlia- 
ment on  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities  by  France,  412. 


Wejhnorcland,  Earl  of,  Speech  to  parliament,  16th 
Auguft,  1798,  433. 

Anfwer  to  Ae,addrefs  of  Catholic 
bilhops,  445. 

In  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  con- 
gratulates the  nation  upon  the 
luccefs  of  the  Brilifh  armsagainft 
France,  and  the  fubfiding  of  fe- 
dition,  452. 

Afferts  (as  from  Mr.  Pitt)  that  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  had  no  orders  to  pro- 
pofe  Catholic  emancipation,  and 
that  he  countenanced  it  with  the 
difapprobation  of  Britith  cabinet, 
473. 

Whig  or  Rockingha?7i  AdminUlration,  how  fup- 
ported  and  oppofed  by  Aleffrs.  Grat- 
tan and  Flood,  70. 

Downfall  of,  71-2-3. 

Whig  club  of  Ireland,  271-2-3,  305. 
Great  defeftion  from  the  Whig  party  in 
England,  81 7. 

Branded  as  Democrats  and  Jacobins,3l7 
Diftruftful  of  the  popular  focieties,  335. 
Whig  club  refufe  to  debate  the  Catholic 
queftion,  381. 

Whigs  confounded  by  their  enemies  wdth 
the  popular  focieties  of  United  Irilh- 
men,  455. 

Old  and  new  according  to  Mr.  Burke, 
466. 

Their  divilion  on  the  ground  of  war, 
465-6. 

Whig  club  thanks  Mr.  Grattan  for  his 
anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  511. 

JVhite  Boys,  revived  and  why,  107. 

Wright,  Mr.  whipped,  and  recovers  500/.  from 
Mr.  Thomas  F'itzgerald,  678-9. 
Wycoynhe,  Lord,  ftrongly  for  meafures  of  concilia- 
tion, 612. 

Y. 

Ycherton,  Mr.  attorney-general,  fpeech  againfl: 

reform  on  Mr.  Flood’s  motion, 
57-8-9. 

Yeomanry,  tirft  inftituted  and  oppofed,  674-5. 

Their  encreafe  to  50,000  men  oppofed 
by  government,  595. 

York,  Duke  of,  againft  agitating  the  Prince’s  right 
“ to  the  regency,  209. 

Defires  the  Prince’s  and  his  name  fhould  be 
Rrucken  out  of  the  comraiffion,  225. 
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